
BOOKS F O R  RURAL AREAS—Along w i t h  i t s  stops each month a t  the f ron t  doors o f  69 ru ra l  schools, the
Branch county l ibrary 's  new bookmobile serves e igh t  smal le r  l ibrar ies i n  t he  county as wel l  as mak ing  stops
at stores and ma in  crossroads i n  the  f a r m  districts. A t  le f t  the  travel ing l ib rary,  ho ld ing 1,500 volumes, pu l ls
up a t  a  Bronson store. A t  r ight ,  the  in ter io r  o f  the ve hicle permits patrons to walk in  and look over the books
on shelves. N e a r  the  driver's seat a t  the f r on t  o f  the t r u c k  is  a  stand where books are checked out .

Branch Library on Wheels
Now Covers Entire County

COLDWAf l a t —Since its new pro-
gram w a s  inaugura ted  s i x  m o n t h s
ago, t h e  B ranch  county l ib ra ry  las t
October n o t  on ly  procured t h e  f i r s t
large bookmobile i n  t h e  s ta te  o u t -
side o f  Wayne  county b u t  also has
extended i t s  service t o  r u r a l  areas
so t h a t  i t  covers t h e  ent i re  county
and a  f e w  places outside.  Severa l
other count ies have  s ince acquired
bookmobiles.

W i t h  a  f i v e  y e a r  g r a n t  o f  funds
made b y  t h e  K e l l o g g  Founda t i on
last June, the l ibrary secured Robert
Or r  as head l ib rar ian  and  began i ts
expansion p l a n .

Staff  Increased t o  12
From a  s ta f f  o f  two. i t s  employes

have increased t o  12. A  u n i t  t h a t
formerly visited the  69 ru ra l  schools
in t he  county perhaps twice a  year,
now comes d i r ec t l y  t o  t h e  schoo l
door each month  wi th the new book-
mobile and  hundreds o f  books. The
larger Quincy, Union City and Bron-
son schools a re  included.

School children in the county rural
districts t a k e  o u t  3,000 b o o k s  a
month. A d u l t  patronage br ings t h e
total  m o n t h l y  c i rcu la t ion  t o  m o r e
than 4,500.

Making a  c h a i n  o f  l i b r a r i e s
throughout t h e  c o u n t y  f o r  adu l ts ,
the Branch headquarters signed con-
tracts w i t h  t h e  t w o  o the r  l ibrar ies
in t h e  coun ty,  a t  U n i o n  C i t y  a n d
Quincy, giving them the use of  the i r
books a n d  p r o v i d i n g  p a r t - t i m e  l i -
brarians.

Branch Un i t s  Formed
Added t o  t hese  a r e  s i x  sma l l e r

township uni ts a t  Algansee, Batavia,
Butler. Cal i forn ia,  Gi lead and  K i n -
derhook. T h e s e  a r e  v i s i t e d  b y  a
panel t r u c k  f r o m  Coldwater  head -
quarters each week w i t h  new books
and the  stock i n  each is  completely
changed every th ree  months.  L a t e r
this y e a r  m o r e  b ranches  w i l l  b e
established.

Adults a re  served, too, b y  t h e  l i -
brary on wheels and M r.  O r r  makes
18 stops a t  stores a n d  commun i t y
halls i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y,  a s  w e l l  a s
visit ing shu t - i ns  i n  r u r a l  areas t o
exchange t h e i r  books .  T h e  b o o k -
mobile has been in  service f o r  three
months.

Since M r.  O r r  came to  the l ibrary,
Mrs. 'Alice Weiler,  former ly  t he  only
l ibrarian, has  been made chi ldren's
l ibrar ian a n d  t h e  organizat ion e m -
phasizes service to the rura l  schools.

'About hal f  o f  the 40,000 books avai l -
able a re  f o r  younger readers. D u r -
ing 194'7 t h e  l i b r a r y  added $7,000
worth o f  volumes to  i ts  collection.

Headquarters Renovated
Along w i t h  t h e  en la rged  s t a f f

came renova t i on  o f  t h e  l i b r a r y ' s
headquarters i n  t h e ,  basement o f
the c o u n t y  bu i l d i ng  i n  Coldwater.
Unused rooms were redecorated and
more space f o r  t h e  enlarged book
inventory made.

Complete statistics have been kept
for t h e  p a s t  s i x  mon ths ,  f o r  t h e
f i rst  t i m e  s ince  t h e  l i b ra ry ' s  f o r -
mation i n  1938.

"Now t h a t  t he  basic physical set-
up o f  the l ibrary  is i n  good work ing
order," said M r .  O r r.  " w e  a re  con -
centrating o n  service." A  n e w  fea -
ture, s t i l l  a n  experiment, i s  mak ing
the latest  popular  magazines 4vail-
able o n  t h e  bookmobile a n d  a t  the
permanent branches.

To Increase Service
Recent f igures show t h a t  20 per -

cent of the 15,000 rural  persons make
use o f  the  book service. I n  1948 M r
On: hopes t o  increase t h i s  f igure.

The c o u n t y  l i b r a r y,  h e  feels,  i s
just s tar t ing i ts  development i n  t he
state a n d  some d a y  h e  hopes  t o
see a  r e g i o n a l  t r a v e l i n g  l i b r a r y
formed a m o n g  several  count ies i n
this area.

Mr.  O r r  h a s  done  l i b r a r y  w o r k
since h is  h igh  school days and f o r -
merly worked i n  I l l ino is  l ibrary sys-
tems, o n  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  D e t r o i t
public l i b r a r y  a n d  spen t  f o u r  a n d
one-half years  i n  t h e  a r m y  do ing ,
similar w o r k .  B o t h  h e  a n d  M r s .
Weiler a r e  graduates o f  t h e  U n i -
versity o f  I l l i no is  l i b ra ry  school.


