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Emailed received July 31 2019, 5:08pm:  

Hello Kimberly, 

From my Coldwater library I got your email address. I requested it because I want to thank you for 
the nice selection of new books that you ordered. Usually I order my books online and they are 
ready for me on the shelf of the library. It was only by chance that I was browsing around at the 
new books and loaned the book: ' The Way Home: Tales from a Life Without Technology' by 
Mark Boyle. This book touched me in many ways and if it wasn't for you, I wouldn't have 
stumbled upon it. It doesn't have many reviews on Goodreads and doesn't seem to be a 
bestseller, so this was just a lucky find. 

I make sure to look at the new book shelves at the library from now on and hope to be as 
pleasantly surprised as I was with this book. 

Thanks again, 

Johanna Hordijk 
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The daily newspaper for Branch County, covering
Coldwater, Bronson, Quincy, Union City and TekonshaThe Daily
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City recieves 
funding for 
housing
PPAGE A7

Redbirds com-
pete at Mantle
Regionals
PAGE B1

.com

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

GRAND RAPIDS — For-
mer Quincy resident, Dale
Otis, Jr., 50, will now stand
trial on child pornography
charges in U.S. District
Court
a f t e r
he was
found
to be
c o m -
p e -
tent. 

This
c r i m e
has the
m i n i -
m u m

mandatory sentence of 15
years up to 30 years  in
prison and between five
years and lifetime super-
vised probation. Otis is also
charged with possession of
child pornography on a tele-
phone. 

Federal defender Richard
Zambon discovered Otis
had been treated for men-
tal conditions while in the
Michigan Department of
Corrections. 

While he was placed on
parole in November of 2016
he received treatment for
mental health issues as re-
cently as July of 2018.

The federal indictment
came last year after a Michi-
gan State Police Computer
Crimes investigation
brought state charges.

Those charges were then
picked up by federal pros-
ecutors who said while liv-
ing in Quincy in April 2018,
Otis induced a three-year
old girl "to engage in sexu-
ally explicit conduct and
took photographs of that
conduct using a Samsung
cell phone." 

Otis had been sent to  a
federal psychiatric center in
Chicago for evaluation. The 

Otis found
competent
to stand
trial

Scarlett Starr, launching her rocket at Kids Place rocket launch on Thursday. It was
in memory of her bother, Maddox Starr ROSALIE CURRIER/JOURNAL

LOCAL
MARSHALL

State Police
Investigating
Home Invasion

Michigan State Police
(MSP) troopers are in-
vestigating a home in-
vasion which occurred
on the evening of Mon-
day, July 8, 2019. The
incident occurred at a
residence on 11 Mile Rd.
near R. Drive S. in
Burlington Township. 

The caller was home
during the incident, re-
porting multiple tools
stolen as well as a large
welder. 

The suspects were
described as two white
males driving a Ford
Taurus hatchback, sil-
ver in color. 

One male was de-
scribed as being in his
early thirties in a red
shirt with longer, dark
brown hair. 

The other male is de-
scribed as being in his
mid-twenties.

Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call
the Michigan State Po-
lis Marshall Post at
(269) 558-0500 or
Silent Observer at (269)
964-3888.

COLDWATER

Thompson
Boulevard
Project
Extension Begins

Please be advised that
beginning Friday, July
12, 2019, construction
crews will begin prep-
ping the areas of Pills-
bury Avenue, Michael
Drive and Thompson
Boulevard for the new
extension project.

Work is scheduled to
begin the week of July
15 and will be complet-
ed by the end of Au-
gust. 

Construction sites
are busy places with
lots of moving equip-
ment, open trenches,
and deliveries of mate-
rials. 

The city would like to
stress the importance
of safety in and around
construction sites.
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See Otis, Jump to A4

Branch District Library holds Kids
Place Rocket Launch

By Rosalie Currier
rcurrier@sturgisjournal.com

It only took seconds for their
rockets to propel into the sky
and parachute back down to
Earth on Thursday. The real
work however took place a week
earlier for students, ages 10-12,
who were participating in the
summer reading programs of-
fered by the Coldwater Branch
of the Branch District Library.

Rocket building was July 3,
when 18 students each created a
model under the direction of
Ken Carpenter and Jim Fraley,
said Linda Dull, Kids Place di-
rector.

Earlier on that day, students
could attend a program by
NASA Solar System Ambassa-
dor, Lisa Wininger. Max Garn, 11, launching his rocket at Kids Place rocket launch on Thursday

held at the Branch County Fairgrounds in Coldwater. ROSALIE
CURRIER/JOURNAL

See Rocket, Jump to A4

Ready, Set, Launch

New installations improve Coldwater Township park
By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER TOWNSHIP —
Phase Two of the Coldwater town-
ship Park on Sprague Road has
drawn rave reviews with the in-
stallation of new playground
equipment and an expanded walk-
ing trail. 

Township Supervisor Don
Rogers said the new improvements
includes more unusual and unique
playground gear including giant
tube bells played with hammers,
steel xylophones, and drums.  

There is also a playhouse slide

plus handicapped friendly instal-
lation which allows those chil-
dren in wheel chairs to play in the
sand box.     

The landscape structures are
designed by playisi.com for children
five to 12. They do require the
children to have some skills and
strength and adult supervision is
suggested. 

Colorful playhouses and unusu-
al teter-totters and merry go
rounds were put into a third of
the three acre park. 

The park was built in 2012 with
a 50-50 matching grant from the Supervisor Don Rogers shows off the new playground at the park on

Sprague Road. See Playground, Jump to A4

Otis
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COURTESY PHOTO
Carson Perz has big plans for Heritage Park as part of his Eagle
Scout project.  He raised $2,500 of the $3,900 needed to build a
nine “hole” disc golf course.  Disc golf is played with discs thrown
at wire baskets cemented into the course.  Eagle Scout projects
must benefit the community, church or school.  He worked with
Dan Irwin, First Baptist Church youth pastor, on the concept.
Contact Perz at carsonmperzz@gmail.com if you would like to
donate to his project.  After speaking to the Coldwater Kiwanians
club, president Jim Voss (left) presents a certificate to
Perz.  Kiwanis donated $500 to the disc golf course project.

Perz discusses Eagle Scout
project with Coldwater 
Kiwanis Club members

For The Daily Reporter 

Nailed it! during Strawberry
Festival was a cake decorating
competition hosted by Kids’
Place of Coldwater branch of
the Branch District Library .

Young patrons competed in
three age categories: 4-6, 7-9
and 10-12.

The youngest age group with
11 participants decorated a
cupcake alien. Jack Miller took
first place and Coleson Mat-
tiuzzo, second.

“While it appeared more
cake and frosting ended up on
faces, they were a joy to
watch,” said Linda Dull Kids’
Place director.

The next group of 18 chil-
dren, ages 7-9, replicated a ro-
bot using crispy rice cereal and
candy. Top honors went to
Mollie Dick and Katherine
Smith.

The oldest group of 16, par-
ticipants ages 10-12, created a
galaxy cake with a fondant
rocket. Abby Miller and
Mikayla Everline won first and
second place.

Judges were Callie Budd, Jan

Cooper, Gina Jaros and Jeanne
Berg. Cakes were supplied by
Larisa, AnneMarie and Sonya
Vorce. Take home boxes were
donated by the Coldwater Bob
Evans.

The “People's Choice”
fundraiser by the friends of the

Coldwater library was the op-
portunity for the public to
purchase tickets as a bid for
their favorite entry. Mikayla
Everline took first, earning one
vote more than her sister
Madison Everline.

Youth demonstrate their
cooking ability at Kids’ Place

ProMedica Coldwater Regional Hospital is happy  
to introduce our new provider! 

John Clark, MD specializes in women’s care providing 
prenatal, pregnancy and gynecological services. With 
over 30 years of experience, he is now providing 
comprehensive and compassionate care at Coldwater 
Obstetrics & Gynecology.

Accepting new patients. Call today to make  
an appointment.

Committed to  
your health.

© 2019 ProMedica

Coldwater Obstetrics & Gynecology
235 E. Chicago St.
Coldwater, Michigan 49036

517-279-8465

John Clark, MD
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COURTESY PHOTO
Mollie Dick shows off her creation.

with a music minor, is also
interested in drama.

Kramer said she is also
interested in the track
program. “She is experi-
enced in teaching for
about 13 years. We were
very impressed with her,”
he said.

The school will now
need to replace 8th grade
social studies teacher af-
ter Brienne Peers, who
will move back to the east
side of the state to be clos-
er to her family, resigned.
The board accepted her
resignation. 

The board also raised

school lunch prices, by a
dime, for the 2019-20
school year, for breakfast
and lunch to meet state re-
quirements, bringing the
price charged to the $3
state average it reimburs-
es schools. There was no
increase last year.

The rate is $2 but the
weighted average is $2.95
for Quincy. The rate can
only be raised 10 cents a
year so it will take sever-
al years for paid lunches to
catch up, school Finance
Director Rhonda Potts told
the board. 

Elementary breakfast
remains free. There are
subsidies for many stu-
dents. 

Potts also reported to
the board that so far 76

students have enrolled for
kindergarten. There are
five more who registered
for a second August
Roundup. She said, usu-
ally at this time there are
10 to 15 signed up for the
second round up.

“Chances are there will
be more,” she added. 

This is a measure of ex-
pected enrollment which
effects state funding. 

Kramer said, “people
are coming in and wanting
to enroll. We are seeing an
up tick. School is just
around the corner.”

It’s four weeks away. 
Aug. 20 is the first day of

classes for all schools un-
der the Branch Interme-
diate School district com-
mon calendar.

since February when
Ryan Bucklin stopped
taking appointments to
concentrate on his pri-
vate law practice.  

As of Monday both
Jewell and Colbeck re-
ported each had over
300 active cases be-
tween District, Circuit,
and Probate Courts.
This would mean both
would exceed the stan-
dard that was estab-
lished in 2008 by the
Michigan Indigent De-
fense Commission
which states “contract
attorneys should not
exceed the caseload lev-
els  adopted by the
American Council  of
Chief Defenders – 150
felonies or 400 non-
traffic misdemeanors
per attorney per year.”

County Commission-
ers interviewed four fi-
nalists in June. 

Sources with the
commission said there
is a 2-2 tie for the ap-
pointment. The fifth
commissioner is a can-
didate.   

Former prosecutor
Terry Norris along with
Matt Glaser,  59,  of
Marshall, were the fa-
vorites.  

Two others applied,
Frank Fleischmann, 65,
of  Charlotte,  and
Cameron Harwell, 52,
of Cadillac. Both have
also applied for other
jobs  

Selection had been
scheduled for the July 9
commission meeting
but Administrator Bud
Norman said the coun-
ty is “reviewing some
issues, therefore the
deadline has been ex-
tended to mid-July on
the decision with re-
gards to the Indigent
Defense Attorney.”

The plan approved by
the state would require
a Public Defender to
hire an assistant and
they would handle 55%
of the cases. 

Up to three contract
attorneys would be
hired to split the re-
maining 45%.

The county has re-
ceived   $523,000 from
the state to add to its
local expenditures to
operate the office. The
county would contin-

ue making the annual
$123,000 appropria-
tion.  

Norman said the
amount had been ap-
proved for  a  total
$658,000 with plans to
build the
required
o f f i c e s
and at-
t o r n e y
c l i e n t
m e e t i n g
rooms at
t h e
c o u n t y
jail. The
c o u n t y
received
a waiver
for those
until the
new jail
is  com-
pleted. 

A n y
m o n e y
t h e
county does not spend
by the end of the state
budget year in Septem-
ber is suppose to be re-
turned to the state. 

The county has pur-
chased a building at 61
E. Chicago St., Cold-
water, but there is no
office furnishings,
equipment, computers,
or even a phone sys-
tem.

While the salary is
advertised at between
$74,000 to $94,000 a
year, none of the four
candidates indicated
what it would take to
have them take the job,
nor has Norman indi-
cated what the county
would offer to start. 

Also an issue is hiring
a competent legal staff.
Prosecutor Val White
has complained to the
commission that she
could not find trained,
experienced people at
the county Tier II start-
ing wages. 

The new defender
could face the same is-
sue. 

Counties had funded
their own programs un-
der decades old federal
rulings that required
defense for indigents. 

The Indigent Defense
Commission was cre-
ated after a 2008 re-
port that ranked Michi-
gan's defense system
among the worst in the
nation. 

Branch County is one
of the last in the state to
implement the new
program.

School aCapella Choir. The royal
court will be announced as well as the
winner of the Barbie Busia contest.

Any ‘grandma’ is invited to partici-
pate in the Busia competition and the
Polka Dot Girls will be on hand to as-
sist with any beauty needs the con-
testants may have. The evening
wraps up with a fireworks display
held at BHS.

Food is one of the most important
aspects of the festival and the offer-
ings begin on Thursday. The Knights
of Columbus will be serving all week-
end with the ox roast becoming avail-
able on Saturday at 11 a.m. Bronson
Strike Zone, Smitty’s Pizza and Mat-
teson St. Bar and Grill will have au-
thentic Polish fare as well as some of
the street vendors.

In addition, the Kiwanis Club of
Bronson will have their annual Pan-
cake and Sausage Breakfast on Friday
and Saturday with food available
from 6 to 11 a.m. at the Bronson Fire
Department.

The Saturday evening Polka dance
also features a dinner which costs
$10 for the entire event.

During the First Congregational
Church’s annual Turkey Breast and
Polish Sausage Dinner, the Scrappy
Quilters will open their quilt show in
the sanctuary. The meal begins at 4
p.m. on Friday evening. While it
costs to enjoy the meal, the quilt
show is free and will also be held on
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The children are invited to partici-
pate in the numerous activities
around town on Friday with Kids Day
at Douglas Park kicking it off at 10
a.m. There will be games, prizes,
food, pony rides, petting zoo and
bounce houses.

The Bronson firefighters will be on
hand with some water hoses. The
Friends of the Bronson Library will
be hosting a fundraiser in the library
parking lot with water and dry in-
flatable along with games and prizes
through the day.

At 1 p.m., the Kid’s Pedal Tractor
Pull will be held at the library park-
ing lot. The day will wrap up with a
free movie night at the library at 6
p.m.

In anticipation of the 50th celebra-

tion, there are a couple of new activ-
ities to enjoy and participate in. Be-
fore the Dani Jamerson concert on
Friday evening, there will be a kiel-
basa eating contest for the adults
and a pierogi tossing competition for
the children. Both of these events
will require signing up at the Com-
munity Tent before they begin.

For those more inclined to the rev
and rumble of vehicles, Saturday will
be more to their liking with a car
show at Bronson Strike Zone starting
at 8 a.m., a garden tractor meet and
greet at Anderson Elementary from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., and the Bronson Ath-
letic Boosters Truck Pulls at 6 p.m.

A new event for 2019 will be the
Fire Truck Pulls in front of the BFD.

This competition will be between
teams of seven people who will try to
pull a fire truck 50 feet as fast as they
can. The parade will step off at 1 p.m.
with the fire truck pulls immediately
afterward.  

Bingo all three days at the Ameri-
can Legion and sporting events all
day Saturday will wrap up the Polish
Festival.

For more information about any of
the events, contests, or activities,
check out their Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/Bron-
son-Polish-Festival-
242212575850624/.  

Wednesday, July 17, 2019
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POLISH FEST
From Page A1

CRISIS
From Page A1

SCHOOLS
From Page A1

911 LOG

Monday, July 15, 2019

• Property damage ac-
cident (PDA), 1200
SB, 5:43 a.m.
• Car/deer accident
(CD), 400 block of N.
Ray Quincy Rd., 6:11
a.m.
• CD, 800 block of E.
Chicago Rd., 7:45 a.m.
• Hit and run accident,
700 block of Quimby
Rd., 9:51 a.m.
• Retail  fraud, 800
block of E. Chicago
St., 11:10 a.m.
• PDA, 700 block of W.
Chicago St., 11:52
a.m.
• Fraudulent activi-
ties, 30 block of W.

Park Ave., 12:30 p.m.
• Personal injury acci-
dent, 10 block of
Hooker St., 5:41 p.m.
• CD, 700 block of W.
Girard Rd., 6:32 p.m.
• Fraudulent activi-
ties, 400 block of W.
Chicago St., 7:02 p.m.
• Larceny, 500 block
of Herricksvil le Rd.,
7:59 p.m.
• Pet bite, 800 block
of Daniel St., 8:02
p.m.
• CD, 900 block of E.
Copeland Rd., 9:34
p.m.
• Assault, 70 block of
Glenn Ave., 9:41 p.m.
• CD, 900 block of
State Rd., 9:41 p.m.

JAIL COMMITMENTS

Monday, July 15, 2019

• Joseph Andrew Copas,
robbery, failure to ap-
pear, book/other (times
three), assault, motor
vehicle theft (times
two), resisting and ob-
structing, operating
with the presence of
drugs, fleeing and elud-
ing, registration law vio-
lations, driving on
revoked license.
• Shannon Denise
Sanders, probation vio-
lation.
• Jacklyn Marie Gsell,

book/other agency.
• Carl Edward Hall, fail-
ure to appear.
• Jaimie Marie Farrell,
retail fraud/third de-
gree.
• Charles David Detloff,
retail fraud/third de-
gree.
• Starlin Javier Deleon-
Sanchez, operating
under the influence of
liquor.

The Branch County
Sheriff's Office reported
a jail population of 103
inmates, with 83 males
and 20 females.

FORECAST

COLBECK

JEWELL

JULIA BARATTA PHOTO
2018 Polish King Rock Ludwick and
Queen Laurie Wonders enjoyed the
dinner at the Polka dance last year and
will be passing their crowns to the
newest members of the royalty on
Thursday evening.

LOCAL BRIEFS

COLDWATER

Mini Golf
Scramble slated
for July 25  

The Coldwater Area
Chamber of Commerce will
host the 1st Annual Mini
Golf Scramble from 2-5
p.m. July 25 at Adventure
Zone, 125 W. Chicago
Road, Coldwater.

LIST OF EVENTS: 
• 2 p.m. - Registration

/Cash Bar Available/
Branch County United Way
50/50;

•3 p.m. - Shotgun Start ;
• 4 - 5 p.m.  - Dickey's

Dinner and Corporate Part-
ners and Community Lead-
ers After Business Hours
Begins; and

•5 p.m. - Announcements
of first and second place
scramble winners and Unit-
ed Way 50/50 winner

TEAMS
Foursome / $100  package

includes: 
• 18 Hole Scramble Style

Mini Putt; and
• Meal (Catered by Dick-

ey's BBQ Pit)
SPONSORSHIPS
Bar or Media Sponsor

package includes:
•Includes foursome of

mini putt with meal;
•Recognition of radio and

social media ads;
•Logo on mini golf web

page; and
•Logo displayed promi-

nently displayed at the
event

Visit  www.coldwater-
chamber.com for more in-
formation.

QUINCY

Library to host
showing of 
Apollo 11 landing

The Quincy branch of the
Branch District Library, 11
N. Main St., will be show-
ing the Apollo 11 landing
footage at 6 p.m. Thursday
and the public is invited to
attend.  Refreshments will
be provided. Guest are en-
couraged to share their
memories of the event, or
watch for the first time.

A barrier free entrance is
located on the north side of
the library.

Keep us
informed

Do you have an event, a
meeting, a story idea or
any type of information
you want us to know
about? 

We want to hear from
you. 

Email us at news-
room@thedailyreporter.
com. 
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By Don Reid  
dwreid@aol.com

Brian Snyder, 31, of
Coldwater, was struck by
a Ford F-150 pickup truck
as he crossed U.S. 12 at
Jefferson Street around
1:30 p.m. Monday. 

Snyder made it across
the westbound lanes from
the Citgo Station when he
was nearly struck by an-
other vehicle in the inside
eastbound lane. 

After gesturing at that
driver, who was able to
stop in time, Snyder re-
portedly walked into the
path of the pickup truck
that was heading east-
bound in the curb lane.
The driver of the pickup
truck, Duane Fullington,
54, of Montgomery, was
not injured in the crash.

Coldwater Fire Depart-
ment EMS and LifeCare

Pedestrian
hit crossing 
US-12
Monday

By The Associated
Press undefined

The second set of Dem-
ocratic presidential de-
bates will be held Tuesday
and Wednesday in De-
troit, with 20 candidates
spread evenly over two
nights.

Here's a look at who is
appearing on each night of
the debates:

NIGHT 1: TUESDAY
Steve Bullock, Montana

governor
Pete Buttigieg, mayor

of South Bend, Indiana
John Delaney, former

Who's 
appearing
on each
night of
the 2020
debates

LIBRARY SUMMER PROGRAM

By Rosalie Currier
rcurrier@sturgisjournal.com

Come to find out, if you
give students cardboard,
duck tape and pool noodles,
they can build a boat.

At least the youth involved
in the summer program at
the Coldwater Branch of the
Branch District Library
could create a boat from
those items.

On July 18 a group of 13
gathered at the Dr. Robert
W. Browne Aquatic Center
to build their boats three
feet across and 6-8 feet
long.

Supplies for boat building
included sheets of corrugat-
ed cardboard, six rolls of

COURTESY PHOTO
Italia and Tristyn Mischke earned the Titanic Award for the most dramatic sinking during a summer reading
program cardboard boat race, hosted by Kids Place of the Coldwater Branch of the Branch District Library

Youth
build

cardboard
boats

By Don Reid  
dwreid@aol.com

Jayme LaPoint, 21, will
face two more sentences,
a minimum 25 year prison
sentences, when sen-
tenced Sept. 23, after
pleading guilty Monday

to conspiracy to kidnap a
child and conspiracy to
sexually assault children in
a bizarre plan that was
first discussed among five
people in August 2017. 

LaPoint joins former
boyfriend David Bailey,
37, of Coldwater, and Talia

Furman, 32, of Spring-
field, who pleaded guilty
to the same charges in
June. 

LaPoint said she would
testify truthfully against
Furman’s boyfriend
Matthew Toole who is

LaPoint pleads in child
kidnap conspiracy

ROSALIE CURRIER PHOTO
Alex Richards worked on boat building for the cardboard boat race hosted
by Kids Place of the Coldwater Branch of the Branch District Library.

Jayme LaPoint sits in court with her attorney Nyamfukudya.

NEWS IN BRIEF
ST. JOSEPH

Man pleads
guilty to
Michigan
soldier's death

(AP) — A suspect in
the killing of a U.S.
Army sergeant from
Michigan has pleaded
guilty to second-degree
murder.

Jeremy Cuellar on
Monday admitted to be-
ing a co-conspirator
with Kemia Hassel in
the New Year's Eve 2018
murder of Sgt. Tyrone
Hassel III.

The 23-year-old Has-
sel was fatally shot in
an ambush while visiting
his family in St. Joseph
Township. A jury on July
18 found Kemia Hassel
guilty of first-degree
premeditated murder in
her husband's death.
She is scheduled to be
sentenced on Aug. 29.

Kemia Hassel and
Cuellar, both soldiers
themselves, reportedly
were lovers and plotted
the murder to collect
Army death benefits and
life insurance money.
All three were soldiers
stationed at Fort Stew-
art in Georgia.

The 24-year-old
Cuellar faces a mini-
mum of 65 years in
prison and could be sen-
tenced up to life in
prison for second-de-
gree murder.

Keep us
informed

Do you have an
event,  a  meeting,  a
story idea or any type
of information you
want us to know
about? We want to
hear from you. 

We encourage or-
ganizations, groups,
businesses, nonprof-
its and individuals to
email  us at  news-
r o o m @ t h e d a i l y r e -
porter. com. 

Please include all
pertinent information,
including the best way
to contact you and a
reporter  will  be in
touch promptly.
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congressman from Mary-
land;

John Hickenlooper,
former Colorado gover-
nor;

Amy Klobuchar, sena-
tor from Minnesota;

Beto O'Rourke, former
congressman from Texas

Tim Ryan, congress-
man from Ohio;

Bernie Sanders, senator
from Vermont;

Elizabeth Warren, sen-
ator from Massachusetts

Marianne Williamson,
author and spiritual guru

___

NIGHT 2: 
WEDNESDAY

Michael Bennet, sen-
ator from Colorado

Joe Biden, former vice
president

Cory Booker, senator
from New Jersey

Julian Castro, former
Housing and Urban De-
velopment secretary

Bill de Blasio, mayor of
New York City

Tulsi Gabbard, con-
gresswoman from Hawaii

Kirsten Gillibrand, sen-
ator from New York

Kamala Harris, sena-
tor from California

Jay Inslee, Washing-
ton governor

Andrew Yang, entre-
preneur

requested AirCare to fly
Snyder to a trauma center
for serious injuries, how-
ever, because of a strong
line of thunderstorms
moving into the Kalama-
zoo area they declined to
fly. Snyder was trans-
ported by LifeCare to
Parkview Regional Med-
ical Center in Fort
Wayne, Indiana. His con-
dition was unknown as of

print deadline.
Eastbound Chicago

Street traffic was rerout-
ed down the I-69 busi-
ness loop until about 3
p.m. while police inves-
tigated the crash. The
case remains under in-
vestigation.

The Coldwater Police
Department was assisted
at the scene by the Michi-
gan State Police, Cold-
water Fire Department,
LifeCare Ambulance and
the Coldwater Depart-
ment of Municipal Serv-
ices. 

set for a Sept. 10 trial on
the charges. 

Bailey and Toole met
on Craigslist because of
their similar "taboo in-
terests, that weren't
necessarily normal,"
Bailey admitted in his
plea. 

LaPoint said Toole
brought over child
pornography when the
four, and LaPoint’s girl-
friend Brittany Ray-
mond, all met at the Old
Mill Race Apartments in
Coldwater in August
2017. LaPoint met Bailey
through Raymond who
was living with Bailey. 

The group discussed
plans to kidnap a little
girl, take her to a re-
mote cabin up state and
rape her. LaPoint said
she did not consider
Toole and Furman
friends and had only met
them twice with Bailey
and Raymond. 

LaPoint said she did-
n’t plan to follow
through with the plan. 

“I didn’t like the idea
when I found out I was
pregnant,” she said.

At a preliminary exam
the married Raymond

recounted her odd re-
lationship with Bailey.
Meeting online in De-
cember 2016, they
moved in together in
February. By that sum-
mer he had convinced
her to add Jayme La-
Point, a girlfriend of
Raymond, as a third to
their relationship. 

Raymond was given
immunity to testify
against the others by
the Michigan Attorney
General’s Office. Ray-
mond said both she and
LaPoint were submis-
sive to Bailey. She said
his interest began to
move toward younger
females. 

LaPoint already
pleaded guilty to first
degree criminal sexual
conduct in January 2016
with a less than 2-year-
old child she was
babysitting. 

During her plea, under
questioning by Branch
County Circuit Judge
Bill O'Grady, LaPoint
detailed how she used
her phone to video the
assault which was then
sent to Bailey.

Under the plea agree-
ment all three of La-
Point's cases will be sen-
tenced concurrently.
She will face 25 years up
to life in prison in each. 
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911 LOG

Thursday, July 25, 2019

• Music complaint, 100
block of Dotson Dr.,
1:00 a.m.
• Larceny, 30 block of
W. Park Ave., 7:05 a.m.
• Malicious destruction
of property, 200 block
of Earl-Helen Dr., 12:27
p.m.
• Fraudulent activities,
800 block of S. Angola
Rd., 2:52 p.m.
• Hit and run accident,
600 block of E. Chicago
St., 3:02 p.m.
• Fraudulent activities,

800 block of E. Chicago
St., 3:58 p.m.
• Fraudulent activities,
400 block of Polly Ann
Ct., 5:25 p.m.
• Litter complaint, 50
block of Daugherty St.,
6:05 p.m.
• Larceny, 30 block of
W. Park Ave., 6:58 p.m.
• Pet bite, 800 block of
Crauns Ln., 9:34 p.m.
• Shots fired complaint,
500 block of Marshall
Rd., 10:16 p.m.
• Shots fired complaint,
100 block of First St.,
10:48 p.m.

JAIL COMMITMENTS

Thursday, July 25, 2019

• John Robert Headly,
book – other agency.
• Tasha Lynn Fisher,
registration law viola-
tion.
• Keith Duane Mortorff,
operating under the in-

fluence, open contain-
ers, registration viola-
tion.

The Branch County
Sheriff’s Office re-
ported a jail population
of 102 inmates, with 83
males and 19 females.

FORECAST

duct tape and two pool
noodles, said Linda Dull,
Kids Place director.

Students drew up
plans before cutting into
cardboard and coating it
with duck tape.

Once it was built, the
question was will it float
and how long? So the
next week, students,
surrounded by their
families, gathered back
at the pool to test their
boats.

Judges rated each team
on boat design and con-
struction, floatability,
how far they could go
and the best time.

In the three person
boat races first place
went to Adira Jaros, Gia
Poradzisz and Lincoln

Knirk who earned 96
points. In second place
was Alex Richards, Evan
Poradzisz and Logan Fis-
cher with 95 points. In
third place was Andrew
Richards, Luke Aerts and
Luke Marteen with 87
points.

In the two-person boat
category, first place went
to Italia and Tristyn Mis-
chke with 59 points.
While second place went
to Lucy Marks and Molly
Foster with 55 points.

The judges, Jan Coop-
er, Dan Erwin, Cheryl
Blair of Q.S. Togo, Jenn
Scare of H.C. Starck
Manufacturing, had oth-
er categories to judge as
well.

The Titanic Award for
the most dramatic sink-
ing went to Italia and
Tristyn Mischke.

The “Judges Choice”
award was based on cre-

ativity, showmanship
and team spirit. It went
to the three-person team
of Alex Richards, Evan
Poradzisz and Logun Fis-
cher

To keep it all official,
Buzz Sharpley and the
Aquatic Center supplied
life guards and race time
keepers. They also
helped cart away soggy
cardboard boats, Dull
said.

Materials for the boats
were donated by H C
Starck, while Q.S. Togo
provided monetarily.
The Coldwater Lake Ma-
rina gave the race prizes
and Tasty Twist of Cold-
water and McDonald’s
pitched in with partici-
pation prizes.

A video of the race
produced by GoPro is at
the Coldwater Branch of
the Branch District Li-
brary website.

LIBRARY
From Page A1

ROSALIE CURRIER
Pictured above, Italia and Tristyn Mischke worked together to create a craft for the
cardboard boat race hosted by Kids Place of the Coldwater Branch of the Branch
District Library and (below) The three-person boat builders taking their crafts
across the pool at the  Dr. Robert W. Browne Aquatic Center.

DETROIT

Manslaughter
conviction
overturned in
shaken baby
case
By ED WHITE 
Associated Press

(AP) — The Michigan
appeals court has over-
turned the manslaughter
conviction of a Battle
Creek man who was ac-
cused of causing fatal in-
juries by shaking his 5-
month-old son.

Shawn Brown's trial
lawyer was ineffective for
failing to present an expert
to question the Calhoun
County prosecutor's the-
ory of the case, the ap-
peals court said last week.

"There is a reasonable
probability that had de-
fendant been armed with
an expert of his own, the
outcome of his trial would
have been different," said
judges Elizabeth Gleicher
and Cynthia Diane
Stephens.

Brown's child abuse
conviction was also set
aside. His appeal was han-
dled by the Innocence
Clinic at University of
Michigan law school,
which has challenged
many so-called shaken
baby convictions.

Shawn Brown Jr. died
in 2010. Brown told police
that his son stopped
breathing after he struck
him in the back to relieve
choking. A forensic
pathologist said the boy's
death was caused by trau-
matic brain injury.

But doctors consulted
by Brown's new legal team
said any injury was present
days before Shawn's death.
At a minimum, the ap-
peals court said, different
opinions would have "giv-
en the jury another plau-
sible option" for the cause
of death.

It's unclear if Brown will
face a second trial since he
served nearly nine years in
prison before being paroled
in May. Prosecutor David
Gilbert could ask the
Michigan Supreme Court
to review the appeals court
decision and reinstate the
convictions. An email
seeking comment wasn't
immediately answered.

"This grant of a new tri-
al in his case is long over-
due, brought about by the
hard work over several
years of more than a dozen
student attorneys In the
Michigan Innocence Clin-
ic," staff attorney Imran
Syed said. "We look for-
ward to the next steps in
this case and to fully vin-
dicating our client soon."
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