
Comments 

Submitted on Friday, June 28, 2019 - 10:16 

Submitted values are: 

  ==Your Name and Contact Information== 

    First and Last Name (Optional): Amy Abrey 

    Telephone Number (Optional):  

    Email (Optional): amy_abrey@asamacm.com 

  ==Your Message== 

    Subject (Optional): Hoopla 

Message Body: I love Hoopla! It was great when I first subscribed and was able to borrow 12 
titles per month. Then, without notice, I found out I was only able to borrow 8 titles per month. 
Last night, I went to borrow a title for my daughter and I to listen to together only to find out that 
the number of titles has decreased YET AGAIN! Please increase licensing or whatever it takes to 
actually be able to borrow more per month. 

BDL Response from Jessica Tefft 

Subject: Re: Patron Feedback from the Web Site Form 

Date: July 2, 2019 at 11:58:31 AM EDT 

To: Amy Abrey  

Hey Amy!  

We love Hoopla, and we know our patrons do too. However, the library pays for every single 
download, every time a patron uses Hoopla. So, as Hoopla continues to grow in popularity 
among BDL users, it has become necessary to put in place some cost control options. BDL has 
lowered the download limit to 6 items per month per user, and lowered our monthly Hoopla 
budget by 20%. This way we can keep offering this amazing service without breaking the bank.   

What this means for you is that you may see a message stating “the daily borrow limit for the 
library has been reached and it will reset at midnight”. Feel free to continue to browse and add 
titles to your favorites so when the day resets, you may be able to checkout. You can always get 
access to ebooks and audiobooks on your tablets, smartphones, or computers with using Libby/
Overdrive. 

We apologize for this inconvenience, and hope you enjoy what we are able to offer our patrons.  

Thanks for reaching out! Jessica Tefft 
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BDL Response: Every branch was able to pick their own tier prizes while the district supplied the 
grand prizes. As in all library happenings, we will take feedback on what works and does not. We 
do have Mcdonalds options available again this year including free treats and a happy meal 
coupon. -Kimberly Feltner 
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AIRPORT
From Page A1

the airport and requires approval or
waivers for structures or plantings that
exceed a safe height which increases up
to ten miles from the airport. 

The Airport Manager said now that the
proposed repaving of runway 4/22 will
be delayed until September or October
to start. 

Due to state delays in bidding, the
projected $1 million will cost
$1,392,000.00. The cost would be shared
by 80% by the Federal Aviation Agency
with 5 % each from the state and coun-
ty. The delay was because items had to
be added to the scope of work. By the time
bids were accepted, fewer contractors
were available and material costs had in-
creased, Best said. 

The federal government agreed to
provide $1.216 million or only 87%,
while the state would provide only
$67,567 from its MDOT aviation trust
funds which was 4.8% of the budget af-
ter taking money from other projects
which were delayed. 

That left the county share at $108,233
or 7.8%. The county had authorized its

original es-
t i m a t e d
share over
two years
to be
$22,500 a
year, total-
i n g
$45,000 in
fiscal years
2018 and
2019. There
will be
$ 2 4 , 6 0 0
that must
be allocat-
ed in next
year’s airport budget to cover the addi-
tional costs to cover its 5%. 

“This are additional funds we must
pay,” Best said. 

The county agreed to borrow up to
$100,000 from a state loan fund for
airports to cover $63,000 in federal and
state shortages in funding. The county
agreed June 11 to approve a resolution to
the agreement to get the work done. 

Best said the cost is a good deal for the
county. To build the same airport today
would take 10 to 20 years and cost up-
wards of $40 million.

Friday, June 21, 2019
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911 LOG

Wednesday, June
19, 2019

• Larceny, 100 block of E.
Corey St., 12:36 a.m.
• Prowler complaint, 10
block of Amber View Ct.,
3:44 a.m.
• Car/deer accident (CD),
200 block of W.
Thompson Rd., 5:45 a.m.
• Burglary, 100 block of
Coldwater Rd., 10:39 a.m.
• Assault, 10 block of
Sauk Blvd., 10:46 a.m.
• Larceny, 90 block of E.
Chicago St., 11:03 a.m.
• Property damage
accident (PDA), 400
block of E. Central Rd.,

11:11 a.m.
• CD, 100 block of E.
Copeland Rd., 11:19 a.m.
• PDA, 1000 block of
Arbogast Rd., 12:25 p.m.
• Larceny, 100 block of S.
Clay St., 12:43 p.m.
• Burn complaint, 10
block of Farm Ln., 2:57
p.m.
• PDA, 1600 SB, 3:06
p.m.
• Hit and run accident,
200 block of E. Chicago
St., 3:10 p.m.
• Malicious destruction of
property, 100 block of
Jackson St., 3:53 p.m.
• Larceny, 20 block of
Broughton St., 5:00 p.m.
• Larceny, 900 block of
Williams Dr., 5:53 p.m.

JAIL COMMITMENTS

Wednesday, June
19, 2019
• Taylor Jean Brocker,
motor vehicle
theft/vehicle theft,
methamphetamine
possession.
• Paul William Goetz-
hoke, driving while
license suspended.
• Sonja Jean Miller,
methamphetamine

possession, book- other
agency.
• Nicole Lee Carpenter,
failure to appear.
• David Parcell Gibson,
assault and battery
simple assault.

The Branch County
Sheriff's Office reported a
jail population of 106
inmates, with 90 males
and 16 females.

FORECAST

By Rosalie Currier
rcurrier@sturgisjournal.com

Next steps for the Branch District Li-
brary were on the June board meeting
agenda.

A 2018 audit of the BDL showed dis-
crepancies between board-approved
measures and actual hiring and raises
practices. As a result the 2019 spending
was $52,000 over budget.

The former BDL director was hired in
June 2016 and resigned March 2019.

In the wake of the resignation, the
board hired John Rucker as director.
With his administrative staff of Kim
Feltner and Jessica Tefft, the team has
been working to reduce the deficit
caused by former practices, said Ben
Jewell, board president.

After discussion, the board approved
the cuts proposed to help balance the
budget.

Non-personnel cuts:
10 percent budget cut for materials at

the Coldwater Branch.
10 percent cut to programs.
Elimination of NewsBank online in-

formation services.
20 percent cut in Hoopla digital me-

dia services.
Eliminating Unique Debt Collections

with library staff assuming the task.
75 percent cut from equipment main-

tenance.
60 percent cut in training.
Personnel cuts:
Eliminate the teen librarian by mov-

ing her to director of public services.
Eliminate systems librarian and adding

his duties to the director’s responsibil-
ities.

Fill the adult programming coordina-

tor/interlibrary loan clerk position with
two part-time staff.

Leave the vacant part-time Coldwa-
ter clerk position vacant.

Six full-time positions moved to part-
time — BDL administrative assistant;
two technical services clerks; one Cold-
water clerk; one Quincy public servic-
es clerk; one Union Township public
services clerk.

Thirteen full-time positions remain:
Managers at the Bronson, Coldwater,

Quincy and Union Township branches.
One Bronson public services clerk.
One Coldwater clerk.
One bookkeeper.
Two IT department assistants.
One teen service clerk.
Three administrative staff — director,

assistant director and director of pub-
lic services.

The board approved that full-time
health insurance benefits be extended to
the end of the insurance contract, Nov.
30, 2019, for the six staff whose hours
were reduced to part-time.

Once the financial situation is under
control, the administrative team ex-
pects to restore many of the non-per-
sonnel cuts to the 2018 levels including
programing, Hoopla, staff training,
technology equipment repair and sup-
plies.

According to the 2019 employee wage
and benefits budget, part-time hours
range from 6-35 per week. Clerk’s wages
vary according to steps, the branch
managers earn $18 per hour, the direc-
tor of public services earns $50,000, as-
sistant to the director, $58,000 and the
director’s salary is $78,000.

Branch County District
Library discusses next steps

At Monday’s meeting, the Branch District Library board approved cuts to help align
the 2019 budget. Members at the June meeting were Tom Lowande, Cindy Bland,
Ben Jewell, board president, Sarah Brooks and Martha Watson. ROSALIE
CURRIER/JOURNAL

Weather delays road projects
By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

BRANCH COUNTY — The one feder-
ally funded road paving project for
Branch County will be delayed a month
Road Commission Manager Jay Miller
said Thursday. 

That project will  repave the 3.961
miles of Jonesville Road from Fremont to
Quincy Grange. Contractor Rieth-Riley
had planned to begin the project July 15
but will now start August 15. The work
is scheduled to take two weeks. 

No date is yet set to begin the other ma-
jor road project for Branch County this
summer, repaving over ten miles of An-
gola Road from Fenn Road to the state
line. 

Miller said wet weather is delaying
projects. The Angola Road project was
approved last year to take advantage of
a $500,000 grant from the Michigan
Economic Development Corporation. 

Last summer the road from Grand
Street in Coldwater to Fenn Road was
milled and repaved. 

One of the by products of the work is
the one and a half inches of the top as-
phalt which will be milled up and trucked

off. 
“We will have lots of millings,” the

manager said. He made a rough estimate
of 20,000 tons. 

The Road Commission on Thursday
decided to offer what it does not use to
other governments to use. Miller talked
to legal counsel who told him “we can do
what we want with it.”  The milling will
be free but the board approved charging
the trucking time and manpower cost to
whoever wants the ground up asphalt. 

The road commission will store much
of it but will use 50 to 60 loads on Brown
Road to improve the road where it floods
and other roads that flood.

It can be used on shoulders to stabi-
lize the roads,  Operations Manager
Brad Bell explained. “I don’t like to use
them on lawns. They won’t grow grass.
But most of the places you want to use
them on the shoulder it won’t grow
grass anyway.” The material will hard-
en with time. “It works better than
gravel.”

Miller said it can also be reprocessed
and added to asphalt but the road com-
mission plant is not set up to use it now. 

Several surrounding counties as well
as Coldwater and Quincy have expressed
interest.

Branch County Airport
Manager Joe Best

TIBBITS
From Page A1

the plot away from the way it’s “sup-
posed” to end to something more charm-
ing.

Tibbits artistic director, Charles Burr
said, “I find it warm, wise and witty.”

The summer actors prove, once again,
why they are professionals.

The four main characters, played by

Bailey Kote, Gloria Logan, Max Gonza-
lez and Matthew Scott, tell the story, of-
ten in succinct scenes, all with humor as
well as the grit of life.

Actors, Chad Tallon and Harli Coop-
er, back them up playing a variety of
characters to fill out the story. By the end
they earn the status of equal favorites
with the audience.

“Be My Baby” is on stage at 7:30 p.m.
today, Saturday, June 27, 28, 29; and at
2 p.m. on June 26. 
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COMMUNITY

Published every
Tuesday by the and

THE HILLSDALE

DAILY NEWS
Visit hillsdale.net or thedailyreporter.com and

check out all the great offers and coupons!

114 N. Main Street, Reading, MI           
517-283-2665

Open 
7 AM - 10 PM
Mon.-Sat.

Voted
USA

Today
’s

#1
Burge

r
COUPON

FREE
SUNDAE

Denise’s Diner        
Under New Ownership - Dine In or Carry Out

All
You Can EatFriday Fish& Shrimp

Fry
Mon.-Thurs.
6 am-2 pm
Fri. & Sat.
6 am-7 pm

Downtown Camden
517-368-0099

GOOD THRU ENTIRE MONTH
OF JULY, 2019!

DeniseʼsDiner

Streaming Print and
Digital Together!

Contact your Multi-Media 
Account Executive to learn more!

G&D WOOD PRODUCTS
SONS & DAUGHTERS INC.

Don’t burn, we can grind and haul it away for you.
We have the biggest horizontal grinder they make!

Land Clearing Services
Fence Row Services

Delivery Available for: Sawdust and Mulch

Conscientious Timber Harvester
Wanted:Standing Timber, looking for any

species, but specializing in Walnut. 
Available on-site:  Color Enhanced Mulch

517-254-4463

www.loveberryfunnyfarm.homestead.com

19452 County Road 12
Pioneer, OH 43554

419-737-2467
We have sites in
Ohio & Michigan

Swimming Pond • Playground
• Planned Activities • Artesian Well

• Bathrooms/Showers • Dump Stations
• Pull-through Sites • Cabin Rental

• Shelter House • Volleyball
• Horseshoe Pits • Fishing

• Camp Store
• Ice • LP Gas • Firewood

Activities Memorial Day through Labor
Day with theme weekends.

Loveberry’s Funny Farm is run by
the Family, for the Family

Mon-Thur 11:00-9:30; Fri & Sat 11:00-10:00; Sun 11:00-9:00
252 W. Carleton Rd. • Hillsdale • 517-437-7919

74 W. Chicago • Coldwater • 517-278-4234
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As Always . . .
Drink Specials! Lunch Combos & More!

Open 7 Days a Week 6 am - 9 pm
517-901-0360

135 E. Michigan Ave • Reading, MI

QQuuaalliittyy TTiimmee,, QQuuaalliittyy FFoooodd
• HOT BAR EVERYDAY -
Starts at 4:30 pm Mon-Sat

(Starts at Noon Sun.)
• Friday 4:30-9 pm - BBQ RIB BUFFET

OR ALL YOU CAN EAT FISH
• Sat. & Sun. 6  am - 1 2  pm — 

BREAKFAST BUFFET
• Sat. 4:30-9 pm SEAFOOD BUFFET
• Sun. 1 2  - 8  pm—3 MEAT BUFFET

• BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY
• SOUP & SALAD BAR EVERYDAY

Butler Body Shop, LLC
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New Age Technology
Meets
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Loyal Order of Moose, Inc.
208 S. Broad St.,
Hillsdale, MI 

Hillsdale Lodge #921

1st & 3rd Sundays
Doors Open at 12 Noon • 1st Game at 1 PM • 50% Payback, 
$1.00 Per Game • Up to $300 Jackpot • Minimum 15 Players

Soft Drinks, Coffee, Sandwiches, Rolls Available for Purchase.

50 Sanderson Lane 
ColdwaterertwaldwoC

e nan Losdern50 Sa

Maple-Lawn.org

Award-Winning | 5-Star Rated

MapleLawnMedicalCareFacility

517.279.9587 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 17, 20, 25, 30, & 40 
Cubic YD Containers Available

Formerly A Division Of Nissley Disposal

For All Your Construction, Demolition, 
Roofing & Cleanup Projects

legacyrolloffs.com

COLDWATER

Library hosts 
program 
exploring Scotland

Exploring the land and culture of Scotland with  Jack
Ferguson was a recent Traveling Tales adventure offered
by the Branch District Library Coldwater Branch. 

Youth, ages 4-12, learned about the history, language,
culture, animals, legends, clans and kilts. 

The children created Scotland’s national emblem, the
Thistle, for an art project and enjoyed a library version
of a Robbie Burns meal. 

The menu included Haggis, neeps and tatties, along
with shortbread, oat cakes with red currant jelly and
Irn-Bru, a popular Scots carbonated drink.  

This program is made possible through the generosity
of the Coldwater Kiwanis Club. 

Traveling Tales of Scotland with Jack Ferguson was offered by the Coldwater Branch
children’s library program.

QUINCY

Geishert
chosen to
lead District
of Elks -USA

Thousands of members of
the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks of
the United States of
America and guests have
gathered in Saint Louis,
from June 30 to July 3 for
the BPO Elks’ National
Convention. During the
convention, Penny Geishert,
of Quincy, was installed as
District Deputy for the BPO
Elks for lodges in the
Southeast District of the
Michigan Elks Association
and will serve a one-year
term.

The BPO Elks is one of
the premier patriotic and
charitable organizations in
the United States of
America and is committed
to making our communities
better places to live. Each
year, the Order donates
more than $675 million in
cash, goods, and services to
the needy, students, people
with special needs, active-
duty members of the US
armed forces and their
families, veterans and their
families, and charitable
organizations.

Each year, as part of the
Elks’ commitment to
helping students achieve
their goals and helping
lodges make positive
changes in their
communities, the Elks
National Foundation awards
annual college scholarships
worth a total of more than
$4 million, and the Elks
National Foundation’s
Community Investments
Program provides local Elks
lodges with more than $12
million to help them enrich
their communities.


