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Comments and Publicity June 14, 2019

Submitted on Wednesday, June 5, 2019 - 19:37 
Submitted values are: 

  ==Your Name and Contact Information== 
    First and Last Name (Optional): 
    Telephone Number (Optional): 
    Email (Optional): 

  ==Your Message== 
    Subject (Optional): Adult summer reading program 
    Message Body: I hope you will be doing prizes throughout the 
    adult summer reading program. I enjoyed it last year, even though 
    I didn't win any thing it made me strive harder. Please consider 
    this.  Thank you 

Newspaper Coverage 
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SHEMEL'S CARPET  

AND INTERIORS

18 W. Chicago St. 

Coldwater, MI 49036

517-278-4286 

shemelscarpets.com

UPDATE YOUR 
HOME WITH 

NEW QUARTZ 
COUNTERTOPS
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18 W Chicago Street • Coldwater, MI 49036
517-278-4286

www.shemelscarpet.com
***THE FRIENDLY FOLKS YOU CAN TRUST***

517.741.3744
545 M60
Union City, MI, 49094
MF 85 • Sat 91

FULL SERVICE & REPAIR AVILABLE
RENTAL TRAILERS AVAILABLE 
ALL PARTS AND ACCESSORIES

HORSE AND
STOCK TRAILERS

STARTING AT $4,695

OVER 190
TRAILERS
ON HAND

UTILITIES
STARTING AT

$699

ENCLOSED
STARTING AT

$1695

DUMP
TRAILERS

STARTING AT
$2,195

RENTALS
STARTING AT
$35 A DAY

www.edsautoinc.com

DEAR ABBY:  I am
currently dating someone,
and although it hasn't been
that long, so far everything
has been great. We each
have two children from
previous relationships. We
have discussed the topic of
marriage, having a child of
our own and have even
considered adoption. 

One day he told me he
wanted to tell me
something. He ended up
saying that before going into
the military years ago, he
"had" to marry his ex.
Problem is, although they
have lived apart for three
years, she isn't his ex. They
are still married. He said
they have no interest in
being together and have
both moved on. When I
asked when he plans to
divorce her, he said he hasn't
had the financial capability
to do so. I don't know how to
take this news. Any advice? -
- THROWN IN NEVADA

DEAR THROWN: You
need more information. Has
this man been supporting
his ex all this time, or is she
self-supporting? Who is
supporting the children?
How much money does he
think he will owe her if they
divorce? 

I'm not familiar with the
divorce laws in Nevada, but
an attorney who is licensed
to practice there will be. It
would be very much worth
your while to make an
appointment with one to
discuss what your boyfriend
has told you. You should do
it before becoming any more
involved with him.

DEAR ABBY: I'm writing
in the hope you'll print my
letter and, with your
response, raise awareness
about male breast cancer. A
male family member was
recently diagnosed with
breast cancer, and in
addition to the issues
everyone recently diagnosed
with cancer goes through,
there are additional issues
causing stress. 

Because male breast
cancer is so rare, all the
pamphlets and information
are aimed at women. As a
result, my relative feels very
alone. Besides family, he
doesn't want anyone,
including members of his
church, to know his
diagnosis because he's afraid
of what they will think.
Encouragement such as
telling him his friends can
offer additional support and
prayers has gone nowhere so
far. 

Abby, can you share with
your readers some
information and resources
for men with breast cancer?
We would be very grateful. --
CARING FAMILY
MEMBER

DEAR CARING: There is
information about breast
cancer in men online. If your
relative will visit cancer.org
and search on male breast
cancer, he will discover an
abundance of information
on the subject. For
suggestions about support
groups, he should call the
American Cancer Society's
helpline: 800-227-2345.
Your family member is NOT
alone. I wish him a speedy
and complete recovery.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. 

DEAR ABBY

Serious
girlfriend
surprised
man is
married

Altrusa International of
Branch County held its
ceremony to award voca-
tional scholarships on
May 1.

The availability of the
scholarships was publi-
cized in numerous ways
in March and April. Eight
students applied. Three
were traditional students
(going from high school
to college) and so were
not eligible.

Eligibility is based on
financial need,
career/educational goals
and community service.
The fine remaining appli-
cants were eligible and at
the last minute, one ap-
plicant withdrew. He was
offered a position in the
military, passed his phys-
ical exam and was sworn
into the Air Force.

Each student was given
a certificate documenting
the $1,200 to be sent to
their chosen college or
university in their name.
Two of the awards came
directly from Altrusa.
Two are beneficiaries of
the G. Louise Wallace
Memorial Scholarship
fund at the Branch Coun-
ty Community Founda-
tion.

Leah Gleeson has lived
in Branch County most of
her life. She attended
Grand Valley State Uni-
versity for three years.
She then moved back
home and attended Glen
Oaks Community Col-

lege. She was accepted
into the nursing program
in 2008. Shortly after, she
left school for personal
reasons. Never giving up,
she continues working
toward her goal of a ca-
reer in nursing .She is
completing her required
classes and will enter the
nursing program at Kel-
logg Community College.

Paige Hawley is pursu-
ing a bachelor of science
degree in nursing from
Wester Governors Uni-
versity. She and her hus-
band fostered two chil-
dren who they then
adopted. Later, Hawley

gave birth to their third
child. She has been work-
ing as an RN since receiv-
ing an associate’s degree
from Kellogg Community
College in 2014. She has
worked in a number of
different areas of nursing,
but one thing has always
be3en the same, her drive
to care and serve others.
Her goal is to obtain a
master’s degree.

Berth McCollough is
married and the mother
of three. After graduating
from Trine University in
1996 with a BS in second-
ary mathematics educa-
tion, she worked as a sub-

stitute teacher while
completing the testing
process to be licensed
both in Michigan and In-
diana. She taught in
Bronson for 10 years and
participated in numerous
supportive school activi-
ties. In 2007, serious
challenges in the family
caused her to leave teach-
ing. With hard work and
help, the family healed
and began to help others.
she has continued to
work with children in nu-
merous ways. Her goal is
to attend Andrews Uni-
versity and take the
courses necessary for her

to renew her teaching li-
cense.

Krista Wood is married
and the mother of two.
With an associate’s de-
gree in nursing from
KCC, she has been work-
ing as an RN at Maple
Lawn. She has held nu-
merous leadership posi-
tions and has completed
her resident assessment
coordinator-certified
speciality certification.
She began taking courses
at Spring Arbor Universi-
ty in 2017 in the RN-MSN
degree completion pro-
gram.

The mission of Altrusa
International is to im-
prove our community by
providing service, devel-
oping leadership, foster-
ing understanding and
encouraging fellowship
through a network of
dedicated volunteers.
Service projects support-
ed include the Branch
County Literacy Council,
the Food Bank of South
Central Michigan, Family
Promise, Astra and the
Vocational Scholarships,
Animal Rescue programs,
Tibbits Opera Founda-
tion, Girls on the Run,
Teen Share, Happy Feet,
Shelterhouse, Tommy’s
House, MSU Extension,
Parks Project and others.
The major fundraisers
that make the support
possible are the golf
scramble and the Dia-
mond Raffle.

Vocational scholarships awarded

Front, from left, Committee members Mary Jo Johnson, Sally Whitten, Sandy
Sexton, Anita Hoyt and Carol Shiery; second row, Paige Hawley and Leah Gleeson;
third row,  Krista Wood and Beth McCollough.

JULIA BARATTA PHOTO
The Sherwood Branch of the Branch District Library
prepared for summer reading with a program on how
to "Decorate Summer Journals". Samantha, 11, was
one of several children who appreciated the
numerous crafting supplies provided by the library
staff. The next program at the Sherwood Branch is
Tween Game Day Tuesday at 4 p.m.

Summer journals
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Tracy Neely
431 E. Chicago Street
Coldwater

517-278-8950
tneely@fbinsmi.com

TracyNeelyAgency.com

Your
local agent 
insures your

Wednesday, May 22, 2019 www.TheDailyReporter.com

The daily newspaper for Branch County, covering
Coldwater, Bronson, Quincy, Union City and TekonshaThe Daily

REPORTER

QUINCY 
SECURES 
BIG 8 TITLE
PPAGE 7

CHRISTMAN
FACES LIFE
IN PRISON
PAGE 3

.com

Cliff & SonsHeating & Cooling LLC

Receive up to$400 offa new system.

SEE PAGE A8TO SEE HOW YOU CAN 

BRIEFS

COLDWATER

Cell phones
recycled

The Coldwater
Branch County Coali-
tion Against Domestic
and Sexual Violence at
220 N. Michigan Ave.
in Coldwater, collects
old cell phones to be
recycled. 

For more informa-
tion, call (517) 278-
SAFE (7233).

COLDWATER

Series for
couples offered

Foundations series
for couples is offered at
Beginnings Care for
Life Center, 213 Mar-
shall St., Coldwater.

The free six-week
DVD-based session in-
cludes professionally-
produced materials. 

To sign up for the
next series, call (517)
278-3355 or visit be-
ginningscare@hot-
mail.com. 

BRONSON

Book sale 
this weekend

Friends of the Bron-
son Library are hosting
a book sale May 22-25 

It will be open 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Wednesday through
Friday and  9 a.m. -
noon on Saturday. 

The cost is $3 to fill a
bag. There are hun-
dreds of titles to
choose from.

HASTINGS

Storms spawn
a weak tornado 

(AP) — Authorities
say severe thunder-
storms that moved
across Michigan
spawned a weak torna-
do in western Michigan
that damaged barns
and knocked down
trees.

The National Weath-
er Service says the tor-
nado Sunday evening
in Barry County was
rated EF-0 and was on
the ground for about
three minutes.

Advice ..........................A2
Classifieds ....................A6
Comics .........................A5
Obituaries ....................A2
Record ..........................A2
Region ...........................A3
Sports ...........................A7

INDEX

Sky high

$1.25

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

Coldwater BPO Elks
Lodge 1023 has been cit-
ed by the city of Cold-
water Code Enforce-
ment officer for erecting
a new, non-conforming
sign at 47 Division St.

This comes after the
fraternal lodge lost its
appeal in December to
the Zoning Board of Ap-
peal which voted 5-0 to
refuse to grant two vari-
ances. 

An original citation
was issued improperly
so a second was sent and
an informal hearing be-
fore Magistrate Judge
David Coyle was held
May 14. 

The dispute arose af-
ter the lodge decided to

replace its old sign with
a new one. It installed a
sign similar in size with
the mistaken under-
standing with the city it
was grandfathered in
from new city sign laws. 

There was concern
voiced by board mem-
bers about allowing an
11-foot 9-inch sign to
stand with the current
sign ordinance limiting
freestanding signs to six
feet. A metal decoration
on top exceeded the pri-
or sign height. 

The misunderstanding
occurred when City
Manager Keith Baker
was planning director,
he told the Elks it could
repair its rotting wooden
sign with the same size
as an existing one. 

COLDWATER

Elks cited for illegal sign

DON REID PHOTO
The City of Coldwater cited BPO Elks Lodge 1023 for
erecting a non-conforming sign at 47 Division St.  

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

The Coldwater
Planning Commission
gave approval for a
local tree service to
open a wood manu-
facturing business
and retail shop at 32
and 36 East Chicago
Street Monday night.

Two Fellers Live
Edge Lumber received
a special land use per-
mit for light manufac-
turing and product
assembly. The 3,500-
square feet in two
connected buildings
will be 60 percent re-
tail and 40 percent
manufacturing.

Coldwater Planner
Dean Walrack said no
public comments
were received. While
there are no marked
parking spots on the
pavement he estimat-
ed seven or eight cars
could park on the
Hudson Street side of
the building.

Questioned about
possible noise from
the woodworking,
Walrack said there are
no noise decibel limits
in the city. The city
has not established
one, but only enforces

`SEE SIGN, A4

COLDWATER

Special
permits
issued for
businesses

SEE PERMITS, A4

(AP) — More De-
mocrats are calling —
and more loudly — for
impeachment pro-
ceedings against Pres-
ident Donald Trump
after his latest defi-
ance of Congress by
blocking his former
White House lawyer
from testifying on
Tuesday.

A growing number
of rank-and-file
House Democrats, in-
censed by former
Counsel Don Mc-
Gahn's empty chair in
the Judiciary Commit-
tee hearing room, are
confronting House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi
and pushing her and
other leaders to act.
Their impatience is
running up against the
speaker's preference
for a more methodical

JULIA BARATTA PHOTO
Some participants assisted Loren King with the installing propellers in preparation of flying the drone
during the tween program at the Coldwater Branch Library.

By Julia Baratta
Reporter correspondent

A group of tweens learned
about drones when Kid’s Place
at the Coldwater Branch of the
Branch District Library hosted
Loren King to share his experi-
ences with his award-winning
units through FFA. 

King brought his two drones,
one of which he built himself,
along with information and ad-
vice for the participants.

King began his presentation

by inviting attendees to examine
items on a table ranging from a
homemade unit with various
parts  to a commercially-built
drone, along with a radio con-
troller and visual tools. Famil-
iarity with drones was estab-
lished as King spoke.

“Anything that can move
without a human driver is con-
sidered a drone,” King said.
“There are underwater ones
which are on my bucket list, but
my focus is on the aerial ones.”

King shares
drone

knowledge
at library
program

SEE DRONE, A4

WASHINGTON

Democratic
impeachment
calls swell as
McGahn defies
subpoena

SEE CALLS, A4
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Then when Tibbits
Opera House got the
city council to override
Planning Commission
recommendations and
allow electronic signs,
the Elks applied for one
to replace its former
one with plastic move-
able letters. 

Planner Dean Wal-
rack said then because
it was not just a repair,
the Elks had to comply
with the newer sign or-
dinance which limited
height and size to six
feet and 32 square foot.
Besides being too tall,
the current sign also is
38 square feet. 

Coyle continued the
informal hearing on the
issue to allow the Elks
to hire legal counsel to
challenge the ZBA rul-
ing in circuit court.
That may be too late

based on a delay in the
appeal. 

The ZBA did not want
to issue a variance be-
cause as Chairman Mike
Renshaw said, “it
comes down to state
law. There is a matter of
precedent” which
would open up requests
requiring more vari-
ances. 

Renshaw said the
ZBA has been chastised
for prior variances “for
being too small town,
for trying to help people
do what they want.”

Mayor Tom Kramer
has announced the
Planning Commission
will hire consultants to
review city planning
and zoning ordinances
after complaints of too
strict an enforcement. 

The city citation calls
for a $25 fine but also
can request the court to
force the sign to be
brought into compli-
ance.

He encouraged the
participants to build
their own units and de-
scribed the various steps
required including the
power source, providing
a balance for the unit,
and preparing to replace
parts. King told stories
about his own drones
falling and being de-
stroyed giving him an
opportunity to learn
more about his creations. 

“It is OK if your drone
falls or breaks,” King

said. “That is when you
get to fix it and learn
more about it.”

The basic functions of
the drones depend upon
what the operator wants
it to do. King’s drone was
primarily used for agri-
culture with sensors at-
tached, as well as GPS
and camera. He also de-
scribed larger drones
that carry video cameras
for movie making, un-
derwater units for imag-
ing and basic drones
used for scanning areas.
In addition, he listed a
variety of careers that
involve the use of
drones.

King has been doing
drone work for five
years, building on his ex-
periences. He created a
YouTube video for the
attendees to see some of
the pictures and videos
he took during the year
calling it Michigan
Throughout the Seasons.
The images featured
tractors in action with
the photographs being
taken from overhead, as
well as landscapes.

After the presentation,
the workshop adjourned
to the parking lot where
the participants were
able to see a drone in ac-
tion. King showed them

how to start the unit and
sent it into the air, al-
lowing it to hover. He
also demonstrated how
the drone senses when
items are too close. King
showed the attendees
how it moved and landed
the drone. The partici-
pants were able to land
the drone, adding a
hands-on experience.
King completed his talk
with a detailed explana-
tion of how the drone
needs to be turned off
and put away properly.

The next Tween pro-
gram at Coldwater
Branch Library is at 
6 p.m. today.

Wednesday, May 22, 2019

AREA | RECORD
A4 www.thedailyreporter.com

DRONE
From Page A1

SIGN
From Page A1

911 LOG

Monday, May 20

• Car/deer accident
(CD), 800 block of S.
Angola Rd., 6:07 a.m.
• CD, 900 block of
Blosser Rd., 6:13 a.m.
• Hit and run accident,
70 block of E. Chicago
St., 7:34 a.m.
• CD, 2199 NB, 10:02
a.m.
• Retail fraud, 800 block
of E. Chicago St., 10:45
a.m.
• Burglary, 700 block of
N. Broadway St., 11:27
a.m.
• Personal injury acci-
dent, 500 block of

Dunks Rd., 12:20 p.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent (PDA), 50 block of
W. Pearl St., 3:03 p.m.
• PDA, 400 block of W.
Chicago Rd., 3:46 p.m.
• Larceny, 20 block of
Parkhurst Ave., 4:16
p.m.
• Retail fraud, 600 block
of E. Chicago Rd., 4:19
p.m.
• Hit and run accident,
400 block of Marshall
St., 7:34 p.m.
• Assault, 200 block of
E. Garfield Ave., 8:24
p.m.
• CD, 400 block of Arbo-
gast Rd., 9:35 p.m.

JAIL COMMITMENTS

Monday, May 20

• John Earl Betts, Friend
of the Court warrant.
• Cassie Kay Blotter,
failure to appear war-
rant, retail fraud - third.
• Carl John Miller, driv-
ing while license sus-
pended.
• Jared James Wasson,
retail fraud - third.

• Tommy Lee King, fail-
ure to appear warrant -
times three.

The Branch County
Sheriff's Office reported
one car/deer accident,
one property damage
accident, one personal
injury accident and a jail
population of 101 in-
mates, with 83 males
and 18 females.

FORECAST

when “excessive noise
becomes a nuisance.”

He explained this is
better than “any deci-
bel trigger.”

Walrack suggested
the noise off U.S. 12
may be greater than
from the woodworking
shop.

Amy Dryer, the
Farmer’s Insurance
agent who will share
part of the building,
said “there is a very
thick concrete wall. I
have no issues.”

The Commission also
approved a special land
use permit for Alexia's
Enterprises for out-
door sales behind her
building on the Upson
Plaza parking lot at 78
W. Chicago St.

Alexia  does psychic
readings and astrology
along with sales of
crystals, books, music,
and similar items.

The area permitted is
behind a fence and on
the business property.

“It’s their property.
Why do they need ap-
proval?” commissioner
Dave Rumsey asked.

Walrack said it is re-
quired for outdoor
sales in the C-2 Cen-
tral Business District.

The commission also
passed onto the city
council a proposed or-
dinance change to raise
the maximum height of
accessory buildings in
residential areas to 16

feet. A random review
found more than three
dozen non-compliant
buildings exist.

Planners had sug-
gested making the
maximum 20 feet, 6
inches to make every-
one legal, but scaled
down the request to 16
feet maximum.

The Zoning Board of
Appeals has granted
three variances. Com-
missioner Aaron Garn
said the hope is to re-
duce the variances.

Chair Aloha Miller
asked, “if one of those
historic barns goes
down, can (the owner)
rebuild that barn?”
Walrack said under the
law it could be rebuilt
into its original config-
uration.

Protection of historic
barns and carriage
houses was one main
reason for the change.

Garn also asked the
maximum height for
openings since many
new structures are
used to store large
boats on trailers and
motor homes.

Walrack said about
12 feet, but it could go
higher if the right
trusses were used for
the roofs to allow more
opening height. Vari-
ances had been granted
from the current 12
feet to accommodate
them at three homes.

With no public com-
ment, the commission
passed the recommen-
dation unanimously.

PERMITS
From Page A1

JULIA BARATTA/JOURNAL
Loren King demonstrates how to fly a drone to the attendees of the Tween program at the Coldwater Branch Library.

approach , including al-
ready-unfolding court
battles.

Pelosi summoned some
of them — still a small
fraction of the House
Democratic caucus — to a
meeting of investigators
Wednesday to assess
strategy.

Some other Democratic
leaders, while backing
Pelosi, signaled that a
march to impeachment
may at some point be-
come inevitable.

"We are confronting
what might be the largest,
broadest cover-up in
American history," Ma-
jority Leader Steny Hoyer
told reporters. If a House
inquiry "leads to other

avenues including im-
peachment," the Mary-
land Democrat said, "so
be it."

Reps. Joaquin Castro of
Texas and Diana DeGette
of Colorado added their
voices to the impeach-
ment inquiry chorus.

"There is political risk
in doing so, but there's a
greater risk to our country
in doing nothing," Castro
said in on Twitter. "This is
a fight for our democra-
cy."

Tweeted DeGette: "The
facts laid out in the
Mueller report, coupled
with this administration's
ongoing attempts to
stonewall Congress, leave
us no other choice."

One Republican con-
gressman, Justin Amash
of Michigan, has called for
impeachment proceed-
ings. He said Tuesday he

thinks other GOP law-
makers should join him —
but only after reading
special counsel Robert
Mueller's report carefully.

Republican House
leader Kevin McCarthy
dismissed Amash as out of
step with House Republi-
cans and "out of step with
America." And Sen. Lind-
sey Graham of South Car-
olina said wryly of
Amash's position, "I don't
think it's going to be a
trend-setting move."

As Democrats weigh
their options, Trump is
almost taunting them by
testing the bounds of ex-
ecutive power in ways
few other administrations
have. The White House
contends that even for-
mer employees like Mc-
Gahn do not have to abide
by subpoenas from Con-
gress.

A short time later the
Nadler issued subpoenas
for more Trump adminis-
tration officials -- former
White House communi-
cations director Hope
Hicks and Annie Donald-
son, a former aide in the
White House counsel's
office -- for documents
and testimony.

Trump's former White
House counsel is the
most-cited witness in
Mueller's Trump-Russia
investigation report, re-
counting the president's
attempts to interfere with
the probe. And that makes
his silence all the more in-
furiating for Democrats.

House Judiciary Chair-
man Jerrold Nadler
gaveled open Tuesday's
hearing with a stern
warning that McGahn will
be held in contempt for
failing to appear.

CALLS
From Page A1
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Comments and Publicity June 14, 2019

Coldwater Chamber of Commerce Coldwater Connection, June 2019 Member Spotlight Email 
Newsletter 
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