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Comments:  

 
 
BDL Response: This only applies to the north east stairwell and an additional sign has been 
added stating “Fire Exit Only” – Kimberly Feltner, Director of Public Services  
 
 
2019-3-25 at 1:33pm via Facebook 
i wonder why my post was deleted of kim hemker a public employee of branch county coalition 
against domestic violence saying im acting weird at the library where she had me stalked 
suposobley where I don't act weird and filed a illegal patition for a illegal mental evaluation 
order handled illegally by the cops by there being no hearing of entitlement of due process and 
no evidence in any way exept domented lies being forced against my life for enslavement and 
threats by public services and other people...……...jordon crall  
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By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

The Branch County Dis-
trict Library Board is look-
ing for a new director af-
ter the resignation, Mon-
day, of director Linda
Lyshol. in which the board
accepted.  

Lyshol,
62, wrote,
in a letter
of resigna-
tion to the
board, she
was re-
s i g n i n g
u n d e r
protest. 

The letter continued,
“As you might know, we
have had several differ-
ences of opinion regarding
my duties to my staff and
my duties to the Board.
This conflict has affected
(for some) your trust in

Library
Director
resigns

By Andy Barrand
abarrand@hillsdale.net

A “fairly static budg-
et” is what Village Man-
ager Eric Zuzga present-
ed to the Village of
Quincy council Tuesday
night. 

“It is fairly static, I
didn’t plan a lot and it
only has a few minor
capital  requests,” he
said. 

Zuzga’s $1,090,483
general fund budget will
actually make the vil-
lage a little money as
revenues are projected to
be $1,093,183. 

The budget includes
money in its street funds

Village to
install disc
golf course

BRONSON THESPIANS

By Rosalie Currier
rcurrier@sturgisjournal.com

“Freaky Friday,” the mu-
sical, will be on stage at the
Bronson Community The-
atre this weekend.

The cast of about 30 Bron-
son High School thespians
tell the story of a stressed out
mother and her teenage
daughter who magically
swap bodies, making for one
“Freaky Friday.”

Samantha Ray plays the
role of Katherine and Julia

ROSALIE CURRIER  PHOTO
The musical “Freaky Friday” presented by Bronson High School will be on stage this weekend.

‘Freaky
Friday’
opens

Thursday

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

For now, Coldwater
Board of Public Utilities
will spend $40,000 for As-
pen Wireless to design and
set up bids to “harden” its
fiber network for security
against hackers. 

The company will also

provide a cost for high
speed fiber connections to
homes in the community. 

CBPU Director, Jeff
Budd, said, in the past the
city looked only at up-
grading its current decades
old services for business-
es and homes. Now, with
fiber, “this will go to the
next level. Nothing is faster

than the speed of light,” he
said.

A s p e n
has worked
with Vail,
Marshall,
T r a v e r s e
City, and
others in
M i c h i g a n
for fiber

services. 
Primarily “this fee will

identify the bid costs to
harden our internal sys-
tems, which is the primary
concern,” Budd said. 

The city has 22-year-
old fiber and coaxial rings
that do not connect to cer-
tain control installations
and services. 

In Marshall, since mid
2018, Marshall Utility Sys-
tems launched its FiberNet
Fiber-to-the-Home and
has rapidly blanketed the
community with some of
the best connectivity in
Michigan. 

More than 1,000 have
signed up for the service.

COLDWATER

High speed fiber service to home under CBPU study

NEWS IN BRIEFS
OLIVET (AP)

Court: No
negligence by
college after
student kills man

The Michigan appeals
court has rejected an effort
to make a small college
responsible for the acts of
a student who killed a man
while studying in Italy.

Johnathan Hindenach
was a student at Olivet
College in 2008 when he
took a class that included
a trip to Florence, Italy. He
was placed in a psychiatric
hospital after an Italian
court said he wasn't crim-
inally responsible for the
man's death.

Hindenach's family sued
Olivet, saying the school
had failed to properly
monitor his mental health
before the homicide. But
the appeals court says
Olivet was aware that Hin-
denach suffered from de-
pression and used med-
ication.

The court says it "plain-
ly was not foreseeable"
that he would kill a
stranger and be hospital-
ized for his actions.

PAW PAW (AP)

Man charged
after son's
overdose death

A southwestern Michi-
gan man has been charged
with involuntary
manslaughter in connec-
tion with the fatal overdose
of his 16-year-old son.

Michigan State Police
say 48-year-old Gary
Birkhead of Bangor was
arraigned in Van Buren
County District Court
Wednesday on charges of
involuntary manslaughter
and child abuse.

Police say Cole Birk-
head died of a drug over-
dose on Aug. 13, 2017. Po-
lice didn't say what drug
the teenager had taken.

Prosecutors allege Gary
Birkhead knowingly al-
lowed his son to use illic-
it drugs over two years.

Birkhead told a judge
he's eager to prove his in-
nocence.

His bond is set at $1 mil-
lion.
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to continue work
throughout the village,
including finishing work
that was started on Berry
Street. 

Zuzga will be applying
for a Transportation Eco-
nomic Development Cat-
egory B grant to help off-
set the cost of work on
Berry, Main and Bennett
Streets. The village will
be applying for $179,599
in funding. 

The entire length of
Main Street is scheduled
to be seal coated this year.
Work on Bennett Street
will include paving of the
edge and seal coat work on
the remaining roadway. 

Major capital
expenses 

•Purchase of a 12-foot
snow pusher for the
backhoe to provide better
snow removal

• $20,000 for the in-
stallation of a disc golf
course on unused land
next to the transfer site. 

The transfer station is
located at 299 Ridge
Road. 

me as a Library Director. It
was made clear to me dur-
ing the Personnel Commit-
tee meeting, held on March
12, 2019, that the majority
of the Board Trustees and I
would not be able to re-
solve our differences. It is
my professional opinion
that this resignation is not
the best option for staff.”

Lyshol was hired in July
2016, following a nation-
wide search, from
Ketchikan, Alaska, where
she worked for five years.
Before that she was director
of the Guthrie, Oklahoma
Public Library and a con-
sultant for the Oklahoma
Department of Libraries. 

The board again named
John Rucker acting Direc-
tor. He held that position
before Lyshol was hired. 

Board members will in-
terview Rucker, 42, on April
15 for the permanent posi-
tion before deciding
whether to conduct a search
for Lyshol’s replacement. 

In 20-18 Lyshol headed a
strategic plan survey for
the county wide system
which called for construc-
tion of a larger more user
friendly facility for Cold-
water along with preser-
vation of the current his-
toric library. 

There is a waiting list for connection. 
Marshall used some of its funds from

the sale of the Endicott Power plant to pay
for the network cost of about $2.5 million.
It expects to spend approximately $1
million per year to operate and maintain
the investment.    

Some of the funds also came from De-
velopment bond financing. 

Subscribers pay no installation fee.
Residents can choose from four tiers of
pricing: 50 Mbps  - $40 per month; 150
Mbps - $60 per month; 250 Mbps  - $99
per month and 1,000 Mbps for $200 per
month

City Manager Tom Tarkiewicz said
the service has helped with economic de-
velopment. 

Coldwater got into the cable business,
buying out a former company in 1997, and
saved customers thousands of dollars
providing competition to Charter and
others. Streaming services now are re-
placing cable television and the city
closed out its cable for Skitter TV last
year. 

Budd said because CBPU provides call
services for Marshall its getting a look at
the system. 

The director hopes to have the proposal
for fiber upgrade by spring so it can
complete the build by the end of the
year. In that time, the CBPU board will be
able to hook fiber to premises. 

“All these decisions will have to come
back to this board,” Budd emphasized. 

The Hillsdale Board of Public Utilities
recommended a system but it was de-
feated by one vote at its city council. A
majority did not feel the city needed to
compete with private business.
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FORECAST

Stevens of Ellie, until
they switch bodies.

“We have a lot of tal-
ented actors in the
show,” said Emily Lud-
wick, director. 

Performances
WHEN 7 p.m. Thurs-

day, Friday and Satur-
day; 2 p.m. on Sunday

TICKETS visit
www.bhst620.booktix.c
om to purchase tickets at
a cost of $10 per adult
and $5 per student

FREAKY FRIDAY
From Page A1

ROSALIE CURRIER  PHOTO
The musical “Freaky Friday” presented by Bronson High School will be on stage this
weekend.

Power lines on US-12
dangle after crash
By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Cold-
water Police and Fire De-
partment had East Chica-
go Street, between Jeffer-
son and Morse Street,
down to one lane for both
east and westbound traffic
just after noon on Wednes-
day as power lines dan-
gerously dangled overhead. 

A car turning east off
Morse Street onto US-12,
merged into the outside
lane of the wet road forcing
the driver of a red east-
bound sedan to choose be-
tween hitting the car or
hitting the power pole on
the south side of the right-

of-way. 
The car snapped the

power at its base and broke
free a main power con-
ductor off the pole. It also
loosened a transformer
near the top of the pole. 

Coldwater Fire stood by,
helping to block eastbound
Chicago Streey while crews
from Coldwater board of
Public Utilities made re-
pairs. 

Pedestrians and others
were blocked from walking
along the sidewalk until
the live power lines were
secured. Repairs took al-
most two hours. 

There were no injuries.
Coldwater Police are in-
vestigating. 

DON REID  PHOTO
CBPU crews repair power lines, transformer and a
pole on US-12 near Morse Street Wednesday
afternoon.

DETROIT (AP)

Attorney slams Engler
for attending game
By ED WHITE 
Associated Press

John Engler's front-row
interest in Michigan State
University basketball has
led to a war of words over the
former school president's
availability to speak to in-
vestigators about the Larry
Nassar scandal .

Things have become so
nasty that Engler's attor-
ney has advised him not to
cooperate if state Assistant
Attorney General Christina
Grossi remains on the case.

The attorney general's of-
fice wants to talk to Engler
about campus changes after
the sexual-assault scandal
involving Nassar, a sports
doctor, an interview that
could take less than an hour.
Engler was interim president
for about a year until Jan. 17.

Grossi said Engler was
scheduled to be interviewed
March 28 in Washington,
where he works, because
he didn't plan to be in Michi-
gan earlier. But she sud-
denly scratched that date
this week. Grossi was upset
to learn that the former
Michigan governor was in a
courtside seat at a MSU bas-
ketball game on March 9.

She suggested Engler
could have carved out time
to meet in Michigan long
before March 28.

"Your client's brazen dis-
regard for this investiga-
tion and his willingness to lie
about his whereabouts is
not only appalling but does

a terrible disservice to the
university," Grossi told at-
torney Seth Waxman in an
email Tuesday.

"As an alumna of Michi-
gan State, I'm embarrassed
that our university's former
president can make time to
attend basketball games but
not to sit to discuss the
largest sexual assault scan-
dal in the history of higher
education," Grossi wrote.

In response, Waxman said
he never indicated that En-
gler was unwilling to travel
to Michigan. The lawyer
said he was unavailable dur-
ing the week of March 4, not
Engler.

Waxman told Grossi that
he's advising Engler to de-
cline to speak to investiga-
tors unless she is dropped
from the Nassar investiga-
tion. He accused her of "un-
founded attacks" and said
her "biases and prejudices"
are unethical.

"The fact that the under-
lying conduct involved un-
speakable harms," Waxman
said of Nassar's assaults,
"does not give the attorney
general's office and its agents
the right to attack, manip-
ulate and deceive innocent
people, including Mr. En-
gler."

Separately, Attorney Gen-
eral Dana Nessel asked the
head of MSU's governing
board to demand that Engler
cooperate, under terms of his
contract. She also wants the
university to release more
than 6,000 documents re-
lated to Nassar.

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) 

Officials: Tattoos identify dismembered victim 
Tattoos on the dis-

membered body of a
South Dakota woman
found in a river in Michi-
gan's Upper Peninsula
helped authorities identi-
fy the victim, according to
investigators.

Stephen Falkenberg, 45,
is accused of killing
Tamara LaFramboise, 46,
in Yankton, South Dako-
ta, where they both lived,
and taking her body to
Menominee County,
Michigan, where he al-
legedly dumped it in the
icy Little River, not far
from his brother's house.
The victim's head, hands
and feet remain missing,
Menominee County Sher-
iff Kenny Marks said at a
news conference
Wednesday. Authorities

urged citizens in the area
to keep a look out for any
evidence in the case.

Two boys walking a dog
spotted the woman's body
in the river Saturday, ac-
cording to authorities. An
investigator who re-
sponded recalled a na-
tionwide law enforcement
bulletin about a missing
person from South Dako-
ta, which led authorities
to contact officials in
Yankton County.

The chief assistant
prosecuting attorney in
Menominee County, Jef-
frey Rogg, said no charges
would be filed in Michigan
at this time. Yankton
County prosecutors have
charged Falkenberg with
second-degree murder.
He was being held on $1

million bond. Falken-
berg's attorney, Clint Sar-
gent, said his client will
plead not guilty during a
court appearance Thurs-
day.

The victim's mother,
who reported LaFram-
boise missing March 5,
told investigators her
daughter had a turbulent,
"on-again, off-again" re-
lationship with Falken-
berg, according to a prob-
able cause affidavit. The
document says Falken-
berg told his sister he had
an argument with
LaFramboise at her Yank-
ton apartment and that
he pushed her, she hit her
head and died. He said he
dismembered the body to
conceal her identity, ac-
cording to the document.
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Branch District Library, Coldwater MI sign

(copyright Midwest Communications Inc

2016)

Lyshol steps
down after
dispute with
library board
Thursday, March 21, 2019 7:06 a.m. EDT by Ken Delaney

COLDWATER, MI (WTVB) - The Branch District

Library Board of Trustees accepted the

resignation of Library Director Linda Lyshol

during their meeting Monday.

The board then appointed Assistant Director

John Rucker as interim acting director until a

permanent replacement for Lyshol is found.

Lyshol was apparently not happy with some

board members as she stated in her letter she was

resigning in protest following a Personnel

Committee meeting last week.

Lyshol felt she and the majority of the Board

Trustees would not be able to resolve their

3/21/19, 8)54 AMLyshol steps down after dispute with library board | News | WTVB

Page 2 of 6https://wtvbam.com/news/articles/2019/mar/21/lyshol-steps-down-after-dispute-with-library-board/

Trustees would not be able to resolve their

differences, and that the conflicts have affected

some board members trust in her.

In a news release issued by the library, Library

Board President Benjamin Jewell said they

wanted to thank Lyshol “for her positive

contributions to the Branch District Library,

including the development of our strategic plan

and the significant increase in, and popularity of,

new programs for teens. We wish her the best in

her future endeavors".

The board will begin interviewing candidates for

the director position at the April board meeting.

The Library Board hired Lyshol in June of 2016

after she had served as a library director

Ketchikan, Alaska for five years. She was hired

after a exhaustive search, a public forum and

interviews. She has also worked as a library

director in Guthrie, Oklahoma.
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One Thing All Liars Have in Common, Brace
Yourself
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It’s time to think Spring.
Back for its third year, the
Branch District Library’s
Seed Saver Exchange is open
for the season.

The Seed Library is located
at the Coldwater Branch on
the first floor. 

The goal of the seed library
is to encourage households
in Branch County to grow
fresh produce. Seeds avail-
able through the library in-
clude vegetables, fruits,
herbs, and a few select flow-
ers.

There is a limited supply

of some varieties and we
cannot guarantee availability
of any specific type. 

Households are encour-
aged to “check out” up to ten
packets of seeds (no more
than 2 like varieties) each
season from the library. 

Families are able to grow
the produce and save and re-
turn seeds to the library at
the end of the season for fu-
ture needs. 

This year, the Branch
County Literacy Council has
donated a small quantity of
Wildflower seeds for the

public to take in combina-
tion with the produce seeds. 

Also, Biz Aid LLC Recy-
cling of Coldwater has do-
nated 40 Seed Starting Kits
that will be available to get a
jump start on the 2019 gar-
dening season. 

These will be handed out
first come, first serve. 

For further information
please contact the Coldwater
Branch at (517) 278-2341,
visit
BranchDistrictLibrary.org/s
eeds, or follow Branch Dis-
trict Library on Facebook.  

A11
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COLDWATER

Hand-painted rock
collection on display

Coldwater

Seed Library now open in Coldwater

Bringing the gift of
Spring flowers, St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, 484 S.
Burr Oak Road, Colon, is
sponsoring a painting class
from 6 to 8 p.m. April 8. 

For a $30 fee, beginning
and experienced artists
will create an 11 x 18 can-
vas depicting a delivery
bike with a basket filled
with bright blooms. 

All materials needed to
paint the picture, hands-
on instruction, and re-
freshments will be pro-
vided to class members.

Laura Parsons, a class
planner, said the painting
is ideal for a personalized

Mother’s Day gift. 
“As the class is struc-

tured to help all skill lev-
els improve their paint-
ing skills and produce a

painting of which they will
be proud, many mothers
might appreciate the gift of
sharing the class with their
children or grand-chil-

dren,” Parsons said. “Any-
one wanting further in-
formation and class regis-
tration may call me at
(269) 330-8066.”

THURSDAY 8AM-8PM • FRIDAY 8AM-6PM
SATURDAY 8AM-1PM

AT GREAT LAKES HEALTH & FITNESS
For every weigh in you make, you get an entry into a drawing to win a

FREE TRIP FOR TWO anywhere in the continental U.S.!
2 nights premier VIP with round of golf for 2 OR $100 spa credit. This is for 2 adults at any

premier Marriott, Wyndham, Hilton or Hyatt hotel family properties.

Remember to weigh-in weekly!
O R T H O D O N T I C S

C   LDWATER MEDIA
G  R  O  U  P
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Joanna Bronson, DVM • Stacie Cressman, DVM
452 W. Central Rd • Coldwater, MI 49036

517-369- 8317 FAX

Saturday, April 6
Noon-3 pm

Save on
Core Vaccinations,

Coggins Testing 
and

Fecal Parasite
Exam

*No Clinic Fee*
*No Appointment Necessary*

Library Staff show off some of the Seeds from the Seed Library. 

Shelley Avra’s hand-painted rock collection will be on display at
the Coldwater branch of the Branch District Library through the
month of April.

COLON

Springtime
fun at St.
Paul’s in
Colon

It’s time to think Spring.
Back for its third year, the
Branch District Library’s
Seed Saver Exchange is open
for the season.

The Seed Library is located
at the Coldwater Branch on
the first floor. 

The goal of the seed library
is to encourage households
in Branch County to grow
fresh produce. Seeds avail-
able through the library in-
clude vegetables, fruits,
herbs, and a few select flow-
ers.

There is a limited supply

of some varieties and we
cannot guarantee availability
of any specific type. 

Households are encour-
aged to “check out” up to ten
packets of seeds (no more
than 2 like varieties) each
season from the library. 

Families are able to grow
the produce and save and re-
turn seeds to the library at
the end of the season for fu-
ture needs. 

This year, the Branch
County Literacy Council has
donated a small quantity of
Wildflower seeds for the

public to take in combina-
tion with the produce seeds. 

Also, Biz Aid LLC Recy-
cling of Coldwater has do-
nated 40 Seed Starting Kits
that will be available to get a
jump start on the 2019 gar-
dening season. 

These will be handed out
first come, first serve. 

For further information
please contact the Coldwater
Branch at (517) 278-2341,
visit
BranchDistrictLibrary.org/s
eeds, or follow Branch Dis-
trict Library on Facebook.  
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Hand-painted rock
collection on display

Coldwater

Seed Library now open in Coldwater
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