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Submitted on Saturday, January 12, 2019 - 13:15 
Submitted values are: 
 
  ==Your Name and Contact Information== 
    First and Last Name (Optional): 
    Telephone Number (Optional): 
    Email (Optional): 
 
 
  ==Your Message== 
    Subject (Optional): Web page 
    Message Body: How about a basic search function so a patron can 
    search the web page, not just the collections catalog.  If you're 
    searching for a specific type of service at a specific branch, 
    the page is not that intuitive and you can waste a lot of time. 
    Being able to search for "kids movie night" and get a lit of them 
    at which branches, would be nice. 
     
 
BDL Response: 
This exists, and the link to it is directly below the 
search box mentioned in the complaint. We actually 
once had a separate search box right on the main 
page and logs showed that people were mistaking it 
for the catalog search box regularly, so we put it one 
click away from any page. All library services offered are grouped under the 
"services" menu on the top of each page. 
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By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

BRANCH COUNTY —
Employees with the
B r a n c h - H i l l s d a l e - S t ,
Joseph Community Health
Agency will get a 1 percent
pay raise,
retroactive
to Oct.1, at
the begin-
ning of the
state’s fis-
cal year. 

T h e
t h r e e
c o u n t y
a g e n c y ’ s
board approved the raises
Thursday on recommen-
dation of its finance com-
mittee. 

The board also agreed to
spend up to $20,000 for a

Health
agency
board 
approves
wage hikes 

By DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

LANSING, Mich. (AP) —
Gov. Rick Snyder on Friday
signed laws to significantly
scale back citizen-initiated
measures to raise Michigan's
minimum wage and require
paid sick leave for workers, fi-
nalizing an unprecedented
Republican-backed legislative
maneuver that opponents
blasted as shameful.

To prevent minimum wage
and earned sick time initiatives
from going to voters last

Snyder
signs bills
to gut
wage, sick
time laws

SANTA TO VISIT KIDS’ PLACE TODAY

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — The Kids'
Place at the Coldwater
branch of the Branch District
Library recently held its first
holiday kick off featuring the
musical and story-telling
talents of Rob and Janice
Cooper of Coldwater. 

The large and lively audi-
ence participated in the in-
teractive seasonal music,

Janice (pictured far right) and Rob Cooper perform along with youth attending the kick off holiday event at
the Coldwater branch of the Branch District Library’s Kids' Place earlier this month.  LINDA DULL PHOTO 

Coopers’
kick off
holiday

with area
youth

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

BRANCH COUNTY —
Owner and architect of CAR-
MI Design Group Inc., Tony
Leininger, and engineer Brad
White said they believe issues
with the  HVAC system at
the renovated H. & C. Burn-
side Senior Center is now
working properly but it will
be months before they can be
sure. 

The latest issue was high
humidity but White said ad-
justments have been made. 

“The essence of this is we
do not have a long standing
trend to say we have fixed it,”
White said.
“We have a
short time
(that it has
been) oper-
ating prop-
erly.”

B r a n c h
C o u n t y
Commis-
s i o n e r s
called in the firm to answer
questions about issues that
started nearly two years ago

with renovations and con-
tinue. 

Commissioner Don
Vrablic was
u n h a p p y
that no one
from Carri-
er Corpora-
tion, the
equipment
s u p p l i e r ,
a t t e n d e d
the meet-
ing. 

“We are the victims
here,” Vrablic said.

The commissioners called

for the meeting at the Com-
mission on Aging’s request. 

COA Director Amy Duff
and her staff
said they have
to use step
ladders to re-
set the air han-
dling units on
the roof when
they stop
working.

Vrablic said
Carrier is too
big (of a company) to care
and can afford money for
lawyers if sued. 

“We will never do any-
thing with Carrier again,”
he said.

There has also been issues
with software. 

Leininger said, “The
manufacturer is committed
to fixing (the issues). We
are going back to Carrier to
make things right.”

The original problem was
from uncalibrated pressure
transducers which caused
the roof membrane to “bal-

loon” and burst. 
Carrier helped repair the

HVAC issues at Burnside center may be resolved

Local youth enjoy music and story telling during the holiday kick off event
at the Coldwater branch of the Branch District Library’s Kids' Place
earlier this month.  LINDA DULL PHOTO 

LOCAL
COLDWATER

Registration
open for Youth
Free Throw
Championship

The Knights of
Columbus Council
2990 of Coldwater
will sponsor a Youth
Free Throw Champi-
onship from noon to
2 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
5 in the St. Charles
Borromeo Catholic
School gymnasium,
located at 79 Harri-
son St., Coldwater. 

Youth ages nine to
14 are invited to par-
ticipate in the annual
event, competing in
their respective age
divisions. Winners
will progress
through local, dis-
trict and jurisdic-
tional competitions.
International cham-
pions will be an-
nounces by the
Knights of Columbus
International head-
quarters based on
scores from the ju-
risdiction-level
competition. 

Participants must
provide proof of age
and written parental
consent. 

For entry forms or
more information,
contact Council
member Fred Fagen
at (517) 795-0507. 

Council 2900 in
Coldwater is one of
17,000 Knights of
Columbus Councils
that make up the
world’s largest
Catholic fraternal
service organization.
Founded in 1882 to
assist working-class
and immigrant
Catholics in the
United states, today
the approximately
two million members
of the Knights put
their faith into ac-
tion through a broad
range of charitable
causes locally, na-
tionally and interna-
tionally with finan-
cial contributions
and hands-on-ser-
vice. 
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month, GOP lawmakers ap-
proved them in September
so they could be more eas-
ily altered after the election
with simple majority votes
rather than the three-
fourths support that would
have been needed if voters
had passed the proposals.

The tactic — never done
until now — was pushed by
the business community as
necessary to avoid jeopard-
izing the economy. But it
was criticized as an uncon-
stitutional attack on vot-
ers' will at a time Republicans
in Michigan are trying to
dilute the powers of incom-
ing elected Democrats.

In another Midwest state,
GOP Wisconsin Gov. Scott
Walker on Friday signed a
sweeping package of legis-
lation that restricts early
voting and weakens the
Democratic governor and
attorney general.

Michigan's Snyder signed
the bills in private and issued
a statement calling them a
"good balance" between
what the ballot drives pro-
posed and what legislators
drafted initially as replace-
ments.

"They address a number
of difficulties for job
providers while still ensur-
ing paid medical leave ben-
efits and increased mini-
mum-wage incomes for
many Michiganders," he
said, saying he did not want
to put at risk the state's eco-
nomic turnaround.

But state Rep. Christine
Greig of Farmington Hills,
who will lead House De-
mocrats in the next two-
year term, blasted his ac-
tion.

"With a flick of his lame-
duck pen, Gov. Snyder
chose to rob the people of
Michigan of the strong pay-
check and good benefits
they deserve," she said in a
statement. "It is shameful
that this governor, who is
just counting down the days
to the end of his tenure,
would use this opportunity
to hurt the people of Michi-
gan one last time."

One law slows down a
boost in Michigan's $9.25
minimum wage, so it will
gradually rise to $12.05 by
2030 instead of $12 by 2022
as mandated by the citi-
zen-proposed measure. It
repeals an existing provision
that ties future increases to
inflation, and it reverses a
provision that would have
brought a lower wage for
tipped employees in line
with the wage for other
workers.

The other new law ex-
empts employers with few-
er than 50 employees from
having to provide paid sick
days — a change that is es-
timated to leave up to 1 mil-

lion employees without the
benefit. It also limits the
amount of annual manda-
tory leave at larger employ-
ers to 40 hours, instead of 72
hours as proposed by the
initiative.

The group that led the
minimum wage ballot drive
promised to sue. And paid
sick time advocates recent-
ly took steps toward a 2020
ballot drive to fully rein-
state the law that made
Michigan the 11th state to re-
quire employers to provide
paid time off to workers
who are sick or who have ill
family members.

Snyder said the laws he
signed offer the majority of
workers up to a week off
without pay and keep Michi-
gan's minimum in the top
third of states nationally.
The initial measures, with-
out changes, "would have
taken an economic wreck-
ing ball to Michigan's over-
all competitiveness," said
Michigan Chamber of Com-
merce President and CEO
Rich Studley.

But MI Time to Care, the
coalition that pushed the
medical leave initiative with
financial backing from a lib-
eral nonprofit, said Snyder
and legislators "simply
ripped paid sick time away
from people who need it
most." The minimum wage
ballot committee One Fair
Wage — which was funded
primarily by a group that
works to improve condi-
tions in the restaurant in-
dustry — said it "is a truly sad
day for anyone who believes
in the constitution, the rule
of law and the democratic
process."

Republicans will not be
able to use a similar "adopt-
and-amend" strategy in
2020 because Democrat
Gretchen Whitmer, a sup-
porter of paid sick days and
a higher minimum wage,
will be governor.

It is uncertain if other
GOP-backed legislation — to
strip or dilute the authority
of incoming elected De-
mocrats and make it hard-
er to organize ballot drives —
will reach Snyder's desk or if
the governor, who is more
politically moderate than
Walker, would sign any of
those measures. They have
passed either the House or
Senate, with one week re-
maining in the session.

One bill would strip Dem-
ocratic Secretary of State-
elect Jocelyn Benson of her
campaign-finance over-
sight power and shift it to a
new commission. Others
would let the GOP-led Leg-
islature intervene in law-
suits in case it disagrees with
the legal views or strategy of
Gov.-elect Gretchen Whit-
mer and Attorney General-
elect Dana Nessel.

Democrats on Jan. 1 will
jointly hold all three offices
for the first time in 28 years.

“comprehensive com-
pensation study” for all
positions. 

Health Officer Rebecca
Burns told the board, “For
a very long time wages
were flat.”   This will be
the third raise over the
last 10 years. No raises
were given between 2009-
2012 and 2014-2017

A flat 50 cents per hour
pay raise in 2013 and a 1
percent wage hike last year
were provided to staff. 

The raises will cost the
agency $30,517 and is less
than a 25 cents per hour,
across the board, hike to
employees.  

The agency ended last
fiscal year with adding
$242,240 to its fund bal-
ance on a $6.2 million an-
nual budget. 

The compensation
study is needed to deter-

mine where employee pay
falls “in relation to the
general labor population,”
Burns explained. 

Branch County Com-
missioner Don Vrablic
questioned why the
agency could not com-
pare the salaries between
the 35 health departments
in the state. 

It was pointed out that
disparity between the re-
gions and sizes of depart-
ments does not compare
local wages with those in
the local community. 

Commissioner Terry
Norris said, locally in the
health department, “Reg-
istered Nurses are way
under paid while others
are over paid. We need to
go in and start correcting
the problems.”

Administrator Theresa
Fisher said the last com-
pensation study was done
in 1984. Since then, board
actions have created gaps
in the pay scale, raising
Human Resource issues
and employee grievances. 

Chairman Alan Balog
said, “This will definitely
be money well spent.” 

The report was re-
quested by June so it can be
used to prepare for the
next budget year. 

The board also agreed to
contribute $1,000 to
ProMedica Coldwater Re-
gional Hospital to con-
duct a required Commu-
nity Health Needs As-
sessment. 

In the past, the health
agency contributed em-
ployee time which Burns
said was much greater
than the $1,000.  

“The agency does not
have the staff time in-
vested but we would reap
the benefits of the final
report and data generat-
ed,” Burns said. 

The health agency uses
the information for tar-
geting grant dollars and
accreditation compliance. 

The agency staff are
working with Hillsdale
Hospital on a report for
that county as well.

resulting leaks, “an ap-
peasement with a stipend,”
the architect said. 

Now, the issue is whether
some of the repairs are prob-
lems with the original in-
stallation or ordinary main-

tenance. The county has a
bill from a compressor pul-
ley replacement. 

Leininger called it ordi-
nary maintenance but
County Maintenance Di-
rector Scott Walls differed. 

Walls said the unit was
running slow and a belt was
shredded inside. He said
the original misalignment of
the pulley caused the issue

and it was not ordinary
wear. 

County Administrator
Bud Norman said he want-
ed a commitment from the
architect that his company
will get the project com-
pleted within the project’s
specs. 

Leininger said he has er-
rors and omissions insur-
ance. 

“It will pay if we made a
design error,” he added.

So far, Leininger can’t
identify what was done in-
correctly to make a claim. 

The manufacturer, Carri-
er Corporation, extended
the warranty an extra year
until March 2019.  

Norman wants issues ad-
dressed now, before the war-
ranty runs out. 

Saturday, December 15, 2018

AREA | RECORD
A4 www.thedailyreporter.com

911 LOG

Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018

• Car/deer accident (CD),
800 block of E. Chicago
Rd., 5:19 a.m.
• Property damage
accident (PDA), 800 block
of E. Chicago Rd., 7:30
a.m.
• Fraudulent activities,
200 block of S. Fremont
Rd., 12:47 p.m.
• PDA, 30 block of Cheryl
Ann Dr., 12:53 p.m.
• PDA, 600 block of

Marshall Rd., 1:29 p.m.
• PDA, 100 block of S.
Sprague St., 1:54 p.m.
• Fight, 50 block of E.
Park Ave., 3:03 p.m.
• PDA, 200 block of W.
Pearl Rd., 3:49 p.m.
• Pet bite, 100 block of
Coombs Ave., 7:33 p.m.
• Music complaint, 50
block of E. Washington
St., 9:08 p.m.
• Malicious destruction of
property, 200 block of
Cynthia Dr., 9:31 p.m.

JAIL COMMITMENTS

Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018

• John Francis Hults Jr.,
operating under the
influence.
• Richard Michael Stolte,
aggravated/felonious
assault.
• Dylan Michael
Tompkins,
methamphetamine
deliver.
• Malissa Lu Smith,
methamphetamine-

possess/registration law
violations/insurance
financial responsibility
violation, hold - other
agency.

The Branch County
Sheriff's Office reported
one property damage
accident and a jail
population of 112 inmates,
with 92 males, 20 females
and one juvenile.

FORECAST

performed by Rob,
along with stories by
Janice.

Following the Coop-
ers' program, guests en-
joyed a kid-friendly
lunch catered by JT's
Bar and Grill in Coldwa-
ter and served up by
members of the Cold-
water Kiwanis Club
with beverage provided
by Coldwater Family
Fare and dessert by
Coldwater Bob Evans
Restaurant. 

More memory making
took place after lunch as
families created keep-
sake pottery ornaments
under the direction of
Deb Thenen. 

Starting at 10 a.m. to-
day, the BDL’s Kids’
Place, located at 10 E.
Chicago St., downtown
Coldwater, will host
Books and Cookies with
Santa. 

The free event will of-
fer area youth a photo
frame and letter to San-
ta craft as well as a visit

from the man in red. 
While enjoying a

cookie, the kids can lis-
ten as Santa reads a sto-

ry. 
One free book will be

provided, per family, to
the first 75 families.

KIDS’ PLACE
From Page A1

Two youth show off their festive spirit during the
holiday kick off event at the Coldwater branch of the
Branch District Library’s Kids' Place earlier this
month.  LINDA DULL PHOTO 

LAW
From Page A1

HEALTH
AGENCY
From Page A1

BURNSIDE
From Page A1

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Police
arrested Malissa Smith, 58,
of Homer and Dylan Tomp-
kins, 24, of Coldwater,
Wednesday night during a
meth sale transaction. 

A Coldwater officer spot-
ted Smith’s car pulling into
a n
empty dark
parking lot
and found
that the
plate on the
vehicle did
not match
the car. 

A check
of Smith
found she
had an ac-
tive war-
rant from
Midland. 

A search
during her
arrest re-
p o r t e d l y
located a
used drug
pipe in her purse and a plas-
tic bag with drug residue
next to the driver’s seat. 

Tompkins was in the
back seat. 

Further searching re-
portedly located a case in
his clothing that held four
grams of meth. 

Tompkins admitted to
officers he had met the two
women in the car to trade
meth to them for some
clothing. 

Tompkins was charged
with delivery of meth, a
20-year felony. Smith was
charged with possession
of the drug, a 10-year of-
fense. 

Bond for both was set at
$50,000 with preliminary
proceedings set for Dec.
27 and Jan. 2.  

The second woman in
the car was not charged. 

Smith,
Tompkins
arrested
with meth
Wednesday

TOMPKINS

SMITH
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A large group of children and families enjoyed meeting Santa Dec. 15 in the Kids' Place
at the Coldwater branch of the Branch District Library. All families were given a copy
of  "The Nutcracker" by Susan Jeffers, compliments of Kids' Place. Santa was joined
by Clara (Kylah Allman) and the Sugar Plum Fairy ( Lauren Smith) who performed with
the Firebird Fine Arts Academy under the direction of Ann Claar. Rachel Claar of the
Academy helped with the photograph registration as families were able to have photos
taken with Santa by photographer, Julie Bucklin. Santa read the story to the assembled
families, who also wrote him letters describing their Christmas wishes. Cookies were
available to enjoy. Culligan Water also donated bottled water to wash the cookies down
with.  COURTESY PHOTOS

Friday, December 28, 2018A12 www.thedailyreporter.com

AREA | EDUCATION
Kids’ Place hosts Books 
and Cookies with Santa

COLDWATER —
Coldwater High School
Senior Lucas Jones was
named Exchange Club
Student of the Month at
a recent club presenta-
tion.

Lucas carries a per-
fect 4.0 grade point av-
erage at CHS with

Michigan Merit Cur-
riculum as the stan-
dard.

Lucas also is a mem-
ber of the Varsity Foot-
ball Team and the Var-
sity Track Team. 

He is President of the
Youth Advisory Coun-
cil, BACC Advisory

Board, and Branch
County Community
Foundation Board.

He plans to attend the
University of Michigan
for undergraduate
work, and then the
Dentistry School at the
university.

Exchange Club honors Lucas Jones

15 West Pearl Street • Coldwater, MI
517-278-2318 • www.thedailyreporter.com

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31
NEW YEAR’S EVE

OFFICE CLOSING AT 2 P.M.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 1
NEW YEAR’S DAY

OFFICE CLOSED
THERE WILL NOT BE A PAPER

PUBLISHED ON THIS DAY.

HOLIDAY HOURS

Lucas Jones is shown above with his parents Josh and Carrie Lucas and
Exchange Club member Judge Brent Weigle. COURTESY PHOTO

Last year, our local busi-
nesses and organizations
made a donation of cash,
gift certificates, or prizes
than enabled almost all of
our seniors and their fam-
ilies to complete the FAF-
SA process and take their
first formal step toward
post secondary training!

This year, Union City
High will again work at in-
creasing the number of sen-
iors and their families who
complete and submit the
Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) to
100 percent.

Completing the Free Ap-
plication for Federal Stu-
dent Aid is the first step
toward getting federal aid
for college and career
schools.  The process is
free and easy, yet right now
only 63 percent of our sen-
iors have completed this
process.  Studies show that
90 percent of seniors who
submit the FAFSA are en-
rolled in post secondary
education the following
year.

It is the aim of the high
school to increase and make
possible post secondary
training for all of our grad-
uates.  In order to increase
the number of applications
submitted, the high school
is putting some positive
incentives in place in order
to encourage seniors to
complete this first step to-
wards paying for post sec-
ondary education.  

We will facilitate a week-

ly drawing during the
months of January, Feb-
ruary, and March, and April
for students who have sub-
mitted their application.
We are asking for any do-
nation of goods, gift cer-
tificates or services from
your business/organiza-
tion that would encourage
students to submit their
application.

We are hosting addition-
al events for seniors and
their families that explain
the FAFSA process and aid
them in the completion of
the application.  However,
your donation could be the
likely motivator for many
seniors.

In May, we will publicly
recognize all those busi-
nesses/organizations who
supported our drive to in-
crease the number of ap-
plications submitted from
Union City High School
seniors.  Our ultimate goal
is 90 percent of seniors.

Working in this endeav-
or with me are Guidance
Counselor, Stacy Guertler
and Student Services Sec-
retary, Kim Miller.  Dona-
tions can be directed to-
ward either of them.  Our
office number is (517) 741-
8561.  Help support the
class of 2019 in a way that
ensures educational prom-
ise—please contact us to
make a donation today!

— Christina Feneley
Principal
Union City High School

Dear local Union City
businesses, organizations

ANN ARBOR—The
launch of a new research
collaboration and a data
center at the University of
Michigan marks the start of
a unique collaboration be-
tween U-M, Michigan
State University, the Michi-
gan Department of Educa-
tion and the Center for Ed-
ucational Performance and
Information.

The new Michigan Edu-
cation Research Institute
and Michigan Education
Data Center will facilitate
research projects in edu-
cation, make data accessi-
ble and improve education
for Michigan's students.

"The Michigan Depart-
ment of Education is excit-
ed to see this formal re-
search partnership estab-
lished between the state

and the two university
partners," said interim State
Superintendent Sheila
Alles. "Becoming a top 10
education state in 10 years
takes a knowledge of what
is happening in our schools
now, learning what has
proven successful and us-
ing that to develop better
practices for all our educa-
tors and students."

Along with addressing
research questions, the
Michigan Education Data
Center, housed at U-M's
Gerald R. Ford School of
Public Policy, will build
and act as a clearinghouse
for educational records
provided to researchers
while maintaining the
privacy rights of students.
U-M has extensive expe-
rience in securely hosting

both local and national
datasets, and the new
data center will carry that
tradition forward, say the
center's directors. 

"While ensuring pri-
vacy and confidentiality
of students' data, we will
be able to learn what
works and what doesn't
so our educators can pro-
vide the best education
for Michigan's students,"
said Susan Dynarski, pro-
fessor of economics, ed-
ucation and public poli-
cy.

The Michigan Educa-
tion Research Institute
will be advised by a coun-
cil of key stakeholders
representing education
leaders and policymakers
from the state, region
and nationally.

New collaboration supports education
research between U-M, MSU and state
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Struggling With How to Build a Website For Your Business?

LOCAL
COLDWATER

TDR office
closed Tuesday

Staff at The Daily
Reporter wish you a
happy and safe New
Year. 

Please note, our of-
fice will close at 2 p.m.
today and be closed all
day Tuesday so our
staff can spend the hol-
iday with their fami-
lies. 

There will not be a
paper published Tues-
day. 

We will resume reg-
ular business hours — 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. — on
Wednesday. 

COLDWATER

Branch District
Library to host
author, hot
cocoa program

From 2-3:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 19 at the
Coldwater branch of
the Branch District Li-
brary, 10 E. Chicago
St., Coldwater, Au-
thor, Professor and
Chair of the Depart-
ment of History at the
University of Detroit
Mercy, Dr. Gregory
Sumner, will discuss
his book “Michigan’s
POW Camps in World
War II.” Sumner will
also have copies of his
book to autograph and
sell. 

Ward off Chilly
Nights with Hot Cocoa
Mix, a program offered
at the Coldwater
branch of the Branch
District Library, will
provide guests the op-
portunity to create
their own hot cocoa
mix and snowman jar.
In addition, attendees
can enjoy their cre-
ation with toppings
from the library’s co-
coa station. 

The event will be
held starting at 1 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 23. 

For more informa-
tion or to reserve a
spot at either event,
visit www.branchdis-
trictlibrary.org/register
or call (517) 278-2341. 
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GIRARD TOWNSHIP
—  Michigan State Police
Troopers from the Mar-
shall Post are investi-
gating a hit and run in-
jury crash that occurred
Sunday morning in Gi-
rard Township on north-
bound I-69.

According to a press
release issued by MSP
Trooper James Hughes, a
“2005 Honda Accord
with three occupants had
been rear ended by an-
other vehicle.” 

The occupants, a 41-
year-old male,  32-year-
old female, and a 46-
year-old female from
Battle Creek, said a
“large truck” rear ended
the Accord before leav-
ing the scene. 

Hughes said, “The only
available information
from the victims of the
hit and run was that the
other vehicle was most
likely a semi tractor-
trailer. This vehicle
would most likely have
sustained front end dam-
age from the collision.” 

Troopers attempted to
locate the vehicle, but
were unsuccessful. 

The 46-year-old fe-
male occupant report-
edly lost consciousness
from the collision. She
was treated by LifeCare
Ambulance Service be-
fore being transported

Troopers
investigate
hit and run
on I-69

By Rosalie Currier
rcurrier@sturgisjournal.com

BATAVIA TOWN-
SHIP — The bell at
Batavia Community
Church rings on Sun-
day mornings and for
special events. 

For decades the bell
ringer has been Albert
Russell, a 77-year-old

life-long Batavia
Township resident. 

Again this year, as he
has for 27 years, Rus-
sell plans to ring the
bell at midnight on
New Years Day.

The tradition started
when special events at
the church drew in the
congregation, Russell
said.

Over the years activ-
ities have changed but
whether a group is in
the building or not,
Russell has been ring-
ing in the new year.

“I’ve been by myself
a few times,” Russell
said. 

But more often
friends, family
or neighbors stop in to

help. For some it’s be-
come part of their own
tradition.

Russell has never
lived more than five
miles from the sound of
the bell or the school
building to the south of
the church.

From kindergarten
through sixth grade he

Albert Russell has been ringing in the new year at Batavia Community Church for 27 years. ROSALIE CURRIER
PHOTO

Russell rings in the new year

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — In the
next couple of months
the city of Coldwater
plans to roll out a com-
plete reconstruction plan
for the Four Corners Park
project,  Coldwater City
Manager Keith Baker said
during a Coldwater Area

Chamber of Commerce
breakfast Dec. 18.  

“We want to recon-
struct the entire Four
Corners Park,” Baker
said.  “Some of that will
be accommodated by the
council; the DDA.” 

Community participa-
tion will also be sought,
Baker said.  

As the long planned

work is  set to begin
—  with the completion
of the
C h a n d l e r
P l a z a
parking lot
r e c o n -
s t r u c t i o n
— Baker
s a i d ,
“there will
be a place

for some donations
there.”

As 2019 approaches,
residents can expect
more road construction
in Coldwater. 

This summer will see
South Jefferson Street,
from US-12 to East Park
Avenue, repaved, Baker
said, adding that four
blocks of Jefferson Street

will also be rebuilt —  in-
cluding all utilities, curb,
gutter, and pavement.
The work will be similar
to the Grand Street re-
construction of the past
two years.  

Baker said for those
who use that section of
the street as a cut
through from US-12 to

Streets, Four Corners Park, housing on tap for 2019 

See, HIT AND RUN, Page A4
See, RUSSELL, Page A4

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Ralph
Kimble will leave his posi-
tion as Branch County
Prosecutor with the start of
2019. 

Kimble’s resignation let-
ter was mailed Friday to
the Branch County Chief
Judge; Probate Judge Kirk

Kashian and County Ad-
ministrator Bud Norman,
“and whom
it may con-
cern. Effec-
tive at 12:10
a.m. Janu-
ary 1, 2019,
I resign.”

B r a n c h
C o u n t y
Chief As-

sistant Prosecutor Valerie
White will temporarily fill
the vacant
p o s i t i o n
until some-
one is ap-
pointed by
B r a n c h
C o u n t y
C i r c u i t
Judge Bill
O’Grady.

White has taken over the
operations of the prosecu-
tor’s office over the last
month as Kimble avoided
the courthouse. Under
Michigan law she cannot
be named permanent pros-
ecutor to fill the last two
years of Kimble’s term since
she is currently a Hillsdale
County resident. 

Former Branch County

Prosecutor,  now District 1
County Commissioner, Ter-
ry Norris has expressed in-
terest in the job. She said she
will run in the 2020 election
even if not appointed to fill
out the final two years of
Kimble’s term.   

Kimble was elected for
his first term in 2012 and a
second four year term in

Prosecutor Ralph Kimble to leave office Tuesday  

See, KIMBLE, Page A4

27 YEAR TRADITION

See, CITY, Page A4

KIMBLE

BAKER

WHITE
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LANSING (AP) —
Michigan's economy will
keep growing but at a
slower rate, resulting in
stable tax revenue growth
at a time new Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer begins
working to put her im-
print on state spending.

That is among the take-
aways from Friday's semi-
annual meeting where the
state treasurer and leg-
islative fiscal experts
agreed to consensus eco-
nomic and tax projections.
The Democratic governor
will use the numbers when
drafting her first budget
proposal, due to the Re-
publican-led Legislature
in March.

Economists gave a large-
ly positive update to state
officials but also warned of

Michigan
economy,
tax revenues
projected to
stay stable

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

LANSING — Since
Thursday, Consumers En-
ergy customers have been
paying more for their pow-
er. 

The Michigan Public
Service Commission ap-
proved a settlement agree-
ment with the Jackson
based company Wednes-
day. 

MPSC said, “Under the
new rate approved today,
a residential customer who
uses 500 kilowatt hours
of electricity a month will
see their monthly bill in-
crease by $1.62.”

The final settlement al-
lowed CE to keep all but

Consumers
Energy
power rates
increase

KIDS’ PLACE

By Linda Dull 
For The Daily Reporter

COLDWATER — Kids'
Place of the Coldwater
branch of the Branch District
Library had plenty to keep
children from the ‘I’m bored’
mindset during the recent
winter break from school. 

From engaging story times
to Stem Snowmen Building
Challenges, Cartooning, and
Drama Camp there was a lit-
tle something for everyone. 

“Staycation in Kids' Place
means our favorite cartoon-
ist, Jonny Hawkins returns,”
said Linda Dull of Kids’
Place. “He brought out the
talent and humor of the au-
dience in attendance. It’s
hard to be bored when at-
tending Jonny’s programs.”  

More zaniness occurred
during the Kids’ Place Dra-
ma Camp that ended the
Staycation. 

Under the direction of
Julia Littley, children ages
6 to12-years-old created

Branch County youth spent their staycation during winter break at the Coldwater branch of the Branch
District Library’s Kids’ Place participating in various activities. LINDA DULL PHOTO

Building challenge, cartooning, acting
among activities offered during staycation

Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

QUINCY — In an effort
to satisfy Algansee Town-
ship’s concern that the
bid process for a new fire
truck was open and fair,
Quincy Fire Chief Mike
Sherman will contact oth-
er fire truck companies to
show they were aware of

and declined the bid re-
quest. 

This was the only deci-
sion made
after a,
sometimes
h e a t e d ,
special as-
s o c i a t i o n
m e e t i n g
T h u r s d a y
n i g h t
which last-

ed nearly two hours. 
A dozen firefighters and

two citizen sat in on the
session. 

Q u i n c y
Township
Treasurer
Constance
K a r n e y
cast the
d e c i d i n g
vote to not
r e o p e n

bids for another 30 days. 
She said, “I don’t want

to delay this decision any
longer.”

“I want
it to be best
for every-
body. I
w o u l d
never for-
give myself
if some-
thing hap-

pened to one of these fire-
men,” she added. “I don’t
care what you spend. It
doesn’t matter what
township you are in as
long as lives are saved,
houses are saved.”

The association board
met to consider a bid from
Pierce Manufacturing for
a new fire rescue pumper

Quincy Fire Association tables fire truck purchase

Two area youth show off the snowman they made during the Stem
Snowmen Building Challenges at the Coldwater branch of the Branch
District Library’s Kids’ Place. LINDA DULL PHOTO

LOCAL
COLDWATER

Beginnings Care
For Life Center
offers Abortion
Recovery group

Surrendering the Se-
cret; Healing the Heart-
break of Abortion, a con-
fidential recovery and
support group, will be-
gin Tuesday, Jan. 15 at
the ProMedica Coldwa-
ter Regional Hospital
Conference Room, 274
E. Chicago St., Coldwa-
ter. 

Hosted by Beginnings
Care for Life Center, the
eight week support
group will meet from
5:30 – 7 p.m. every
Tuesday. 

According to the event
flyer, “Many women
have experienced phys-
ical, emotional, and spir-
itual symptoms for years
due to this deeply-
buried secret. Learn
about God’s grace, mer-
cy and complete for-
giveness from someone
who has been there.” 

For more information
or to register, call Be-
ginnings confidential
helpline at 

(517) 462-5999.
Beginnings Care For

Life Center is located at
213 Marshall St., Cold-
water. For more infor-
mation on programs of-
fered through the non-
profit, visit www.Be-
ginningsCare.com. 

COLDWATER

Auditions for 
‘In Like Flint’
January 13-14

The Branch County
Community Theatre will
hold auditions at 7 p.m.
Jan. 13 and 14 at Tibbits
Opera House, 14 S.
Hanchette St., Cold-
water for the Robert J.
Pickering Award win-
ning play: “In Like
Flint,” by Mara Dresner.

The Comedy farce
about art thieves and
mistaken identities will
cast six actors; two
women and four men
ages 25-70.
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$24 million after MPSC
ordered the utility to re-
duce rates by $123 mil-
lion as the result of the
corporate tax reform
passed last year by U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
administration. 

The agreement allowed
Consumers to keep $99
million in corporate tax
savings. The company
said it was needed to fund
certain operations to ben-
efit customers. 

As part of the settle-
ment agreement, Con-
sumers will spend at least
$200 million this year on
its electric distribution
reliability capital program
and $53 million annually
on clearing vegetation and
trimming trees around
distribution lines. Both
are to reduce power out-
ages. 

The utility will provide
Commission staff with
regular updates on its
spending and an annual
report on investments in
both areas.

Consumers will also
launch its PowerMIDrive
pilot program, a three-
year, $10 million effort to
support the growing elec-
tric vehicle market in
Michigan through new
rates, rebates and cus-
tomer education. 

The program includes a
Nighttime Savers Rate to
encourage EV drivers to
charge their vehicles be-
tween 7 p.m. and 6 a.m.

Residential EV drivers
who sign up for the night-
time rate will be offered a
$500 rebate for each EV.

There are more incen-
tives for businesses and
commercial customers
that support the EV use in
Michigan. Consumers will
offer $5,000 rebates for
chargers installed in pub-
lic areas such as work-
places and multi-unit
dwellings, and up to
$70,000 in rebates for the
installation of a DC Fast
Charger.  

The agreement also ap-
proved the non-trans-
mitting meter tariff up-
front charges of   $69.39
for customers who do not
have self reading report-
ing transmitting meters
installed and $123.91 for
those who have a trans-
mitting meter will remain. 

The monthly charges
for those who require
manual meter readings
was reduced from $9.72 to
$3. 

The MPSC said the rate
of return on common eq-
uity was fixed at 10 per-
cent.

Consumers agreed not
to file for a rate increase
before Jan. 1, 2020. 

At that time Consumers
will provide a study ana-
lyzing the cost of standby
service to customers who
produce their own power
through renewable
sources and whose ca-
pacity exceeds 550 kilo-
watts, those with large
solar and wind projects
or industrial steam gen-
eration. 

risks. U.S. auto sales are
expected to dip, impact-
ing a state that is bracing

for job cuts at General
Motors. Economists said
Michigan's strong labor
market should help some
workers who lose their
jobs find work more
quickly.

truck with a $723,570
price tag. 

There is a Feb. 1 dead-
line to accept the bid or
the price will automati-
cally increase 3 percent,
or $21,750.  

“We want you to have
what you need but we
are unhappy with just
one bid,” said Algansee
Trustee Harold Sneath.
“We have to take some-
thing back to our board.” 

He and Supervisor
Russ Jennings said they
believe they could con-
vince the Algansee board
to approve the purchase
if it could be shown that
others considered the bid
but declined to submit
one.  

At the insistence of Al-
gansee and Butler Town-
ships, EVR Consulting
was hired to review
specifications for a new
truck which were put to-
gether by Chief Sher-
man. 

Over four years ago,
the department asked for
one when the cost esti-
mate was $500,000.  

The initial request by
Sherman in 2017
prompted the associa-
tion to hire ERV to look
at the department’s
equipment, which found
all were unsafe, improp-
er and in need of repair.  

EVR rewrote these bid
specs to make them more
generic for more bidders.
Posted online, they were
sent to Pierce and one
other manufacturer,
Seagrave. 

The department re-
ceived only one bid from
Pierce, an Appleton Wis-
consin company.  

Butler Supervisor Gary
Smith, along with Jen-
nings, looked at Spartan
which bid a new truck
for Three Rivers at
$435,000.  

Association Vice
Chairman Brandon Oaks,
a former Quincy fire-
fighter and Michigan  

State Police Trooper
trained in fire investi-
gation and services, said
you cannot compare the
two trucks.  

“Spartan makes fine
apparatus for depart-
ments who are not going
to keep a truck for a long
time,” Oakes said. 

Based on the consult-
ants’ recommendation
the department decided
to buy a quality truck
and keep it longer, 25
years, rather than turn
over trucks more fre-
quently. 

“The best truck in our
fleet we have had for 26
years,” he said.

Pierce builds all  its
components including
chassis and pumps, while
Spartan and several oth-
ers,  buy components and
put them together into

trucks. Oakes said this
means there is always an
original manufacturer to
look to for replacement
parts over
the longer
o w n e r -
ship.  

T h e
S p a r t a n
truck at
T h r e e
Rivers is
not de-
signed to
c a r r y
emergency rescue gear.
Oakes and Sherman said
it would mean a second
truck would also have to
go to all fires and emer-
gencies.  

Jennings said, “(Al-
gansee) may be willing to
put in another $100,000
then,  and get  two
trucks.”

The cost has been an
ongoing issue. 

Butler Township filed
an official notice with
the association that it is
exploring the possibility
of leaving the associa-
tion. The notice is a re-
quirement,  before
March, to start the one
year process for a town-
ship to withdraw.  

The Butler board vot-
ed 3-2 in December to
explore consulting an at-
torney about leaving the
group that was formed
by Algansee, Butler, and
Quincy townships along
with the Village of Quin-
cy. Smith said no final

decision has been made.  
Unlike other fire as-

sociations in Branch
County, Quincy Fire did
not set up a continuous
capital fund with yearly
contributions. 

Chief Sherman said,
“We are all paying the
price right now.”              

Quincy Village member
Karen Hargreave said
Quincy had one but, sev-
eral years ago, used more
than $100,000 to replace
failing and dangerous
breathing units.  

Jennings said Algansee
has set aside some funds
“but if  we can’t  get
prices down, we are go-
ing to loose Butler and
may loose Algansee.”

Operations and capital
costs for the fire associ-
ation would eat up near-
ly 80 percent of the But-
ler  Township budget
over the 10 year financ-
ing of the truck, Smith
said.  

Quincy Township
passed a fire millage but
millages have failed
twice in Algansee and
Butler townships.  

If Sherman can pro-
vide information on de-
clined bids, the Algansee
representatives said they
will call a special meet-
ing of its board. 

If approved, the asso-
ciation would consider
the approval before the
Feb. 1  bid acceptance
deadline.  

Saturday, January 12, 2019
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911 LOG

Thursday, Jan. 10, 2019

• Retail fraud, 200 block
of E. Chicago St., 1:24
a.m.
• Accident, 800 block of
Ralston Rd., 7:42 a.m.
• Burglary, 10 block of
Vans Ave., 9:40 a.m.
• Property damage
accident (PDA), 30 block
of E. Chicago St., 12:09
p.m.
• Larceny, 900 block of E.
Chicago St., 12:28 p.m.
• Car/deer accident (CD),

400 block of N. Ray
Quincy Rd., 1:04 p.m.
• PDA, 500 block of N.
Union City Rd., 1:29 p.m.
• Assault, 100 block of S.
Matteson St., 2:13 p.m.
• Retail fraud, 700 block
of E. Chicago St., 4:08
p.m.
• Structure fire, 1000
block of Cady Rd., 5:53
p.m.
• CD, 200 block of
Cranson Rd., 6:01 p.m.
• Larceny, 100 block of W.
Chicago St., 8:00 p.m.

JAIL COMMITMENTS

Thursday, Jan. 10, 2019

• Dax Bryan Stackford,
failure to appear.
• Tyler Jorden Baker,
failure to appear.
• Robert Lloyd Moore,
probation violation.
• John Thomas Trotter III,
probation violation.
• Jamie Marie Evans,
probation violation.
• Alec Ryan Lucas,

probation violation.
• Amanda Ruth Rickett,
failure to appear, hold -
Hillsdale, hold -
Jonesville.

The Branch County
Sheriff's Office reported
one property damage
accident and a jail
population of 122 inmates,
with 99 males and 23
females.

FORECAST

costumes and learned
lines to entertain the au-
dience with a production
of “‘I’m So Handsome,’ a
tale of the not so bad but
really quite vain, Big Bad
Wolf of fairy tale fame.”

LIBRARY
From Page A1 TODAY’S PROGRAM

WHAT Grace Art
WHEN 11 a.m. to noon, today
WHERE Fourth floor meeting room at the Coldwater branch of the Branch District Li-
brary Kids’ Place, 10 E. Chicago St.
DETAILS Youth ages 7-12  can learn how to draw and paint a unique snowman under
the direction of Miss Grace. Visit www.branchdistrictlibrary.org for more information
on programs offered at all six branches of the Branch District Library. 

Area youth learned about cartooning from cartoonist  Jonny Hawkins during a staycation program over winter break.
LINDA DULL PHOTO

JENNINGS

BRIEF

ROCHESTER HILLS  (AP) 

Michigan
teacher
charged in sex
case involving 2
students

A 26-year-old for-
mer suburban Detroit
teacher has been
charged with six counts
of criminal sexual con-
duct involving two
teenage boys, ages 16
and 17.

Kathryn Houghtaling
was arraigned Friday in
Rochester Hills District
Court. She has been
fired from her job at
Rochester High School,

north of Detroit.
Authorities say the

incidents took place at
a home and in a vehicle
in November and De-
cember.

Houghtaling was a
special education
teacher for one of the
students. Defense at-
torney Zachary Glaza
said in court Friday
that the student was
assigned to Houghtal-
ing's classroom due to a
reading deficiency.

Houghtaling of Ster-
ling Heights was jailed
on a $200,000 bond.
She returns to court
Jan. 24 for a probable
cause conference and
Jan. 30 for a prelimi-
nary examination.
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