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Comments

Submitted on Monday, September 17, 2018 - 17:29
Submitted from IP Address: 192.168.40.1
Submitted values are:

==Your Name and Contact Information==
First and Last Name (Optional): Marni Szafranski
Telephone Number (Optional): 517-462-0712
Email (Optional): marnijosephine@gmail.com

==Your Message==
Subject (Optional): Loud kids in the library
Message Body: I am bewildered as to why the continued problem of
young school boys loudly playing games on the computers in the
main floor of the Coldwater library is tolerated. My daughter, a
ninth grade honor student, struggles to concentrate while
attempting to complete SCHOOL work due to the noise. I have
repeatedly and consistently asked the boys to be quiet, a request
they completely ignore while continue to loudly and excitedly
discuss their games. The rules of courtesy within the library
should be respected by ALL patrons. WHY is such allowed???

Response:

I talked to the patron by phone and was able to offer a quiet study space with a
laptop for her daughter to study undisturbed. They have taken BDL up on the offer
and we have addressed the Library Code of Conduct with staff and patrons to try
and balance the needs of those who are gaming and those who are studying.
Kimberly Feltner, Branch Manager
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Submitted on Tuesday, October 9, 2018 - 06:34
Submitted from IP Address: 47.26.152.155
Submitted values are:

==Your Name and Contact Information==
First and Last Name (Optional):
Telephone Number (Optional):
Email (Optional): grifesd@cbpu.com

==Your Message==
Subject (Optional): Calendar for tweens at Coldwater Branch
Message Body:
I don't see any interesting after school activities for tweens
at the main branch. Why are the tween activities from Bronson not
offered at the main branch? The majority of your programming
focuses on homeschoolers.

From: Kimberly Feltner

Subject: Re: Patron Feedback from the Web Site Form
Date: October 10, 2018 at 8:52:00 AM EDT

To: grifesd@cbpu.com

Good morning!

First of all thank you for reaching out to BDL regarding programming. Currently at
the Coldwater Branch there is a regularly scheduled program on Wednesdays at
5:30pm that is for the 7-12 crowd. The series is called Wacky Wednesdays and
consists of a different activity each week. For the month of October, some of the
activities include building kits/ghost jars, Legos, Halloween craft, and then of
course Trick or Treating on the 31st. Some weeks the activity is geared towards
the younger side of that group but then others towards the 10-12 crowd. Also, the
third Saturday of every month is our dedicated Tween Club Saturday and activities
vary every month. This month's Saturday activity is "Ghostbusted" at 11:00am.
Events can be found by visiting our Events Calendar, Facebook, or even our
monthly newsletter.

Programming is constantly being evaluated and changing across our 6 Library
Branches to meet the needs of our library users. Your feedback is a valuable part
of the process. If you have any other questions or comment, please don't hesitate
to reach out again.

Have a great Wednesday,
Kimberly Feltner
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T get] in arch

By Linda Dull and Sportsman Club, along with  ceived instruction regarding

For The Daily Reporter Team USA and representatives archery safety, how to shoot

from local 4-H archery clubs on correctly and opportunities to

COLDWATER — Earlier this location at the Sportsman Club join various archery clubs for

month, the Coldwater branch of ~ to “Discover Archery.” youth.

the Branch District Library Kids’ Seventeen tweens — ages 10-12 The next Tween Club is Oct. 20

Place Tween Club partnered with ~— participated in this hands-on at the Coldwater Kids’ Place with

the Branch County Conservation learning experience. They re- “Ghostbusted” as the theme.
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October events plenty at Branch District Library

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER—The
Coldwater branch of the
Branch District Library
isbusy thismonth with
something fun for the
wholefamily.

Activities

On Saturday, Mike
Ureche, Refugee Re-
cruitment Specialist
form Bethany Christian
Services of Michigan,
will present adescrip-
tion of therefugeecrisis,
how they arrived in the
US, thechallengesthey
faceand what the com-
munity can doto help.
Thepresentation will

begin at 10:30 a.m.
Residents can make

their own “ Curious Cat”
painting on canvas, all
materialsprovided, from
1- 3p.m. Wednesday
Oct. 10.

From6-8p.m.,
Wednesday, Oct. 17
Registered Patent Attor-
ney Jake Ward will pro-
videan overview of in-
tellectual property and
explain thedifferences
between patents, trade-
marks, copyrightsand
trade secrets.

Lou Ann Homan will
present the story of
Mary Shelley, author of
“Frankenstein,” inthe
first person Mary and
Her Monster showing at
11a.m. Saturday, Oct.
20. Thestory will ex-
plain what led Shelley to
writing thestory. Jacob
McNeal will act as nar-

rator.

Members of the group
of Southern Michigan
Paranormals of Coldwa-
ter will present their re-
sultsfrom arecent after
hoursghost hunt at the
library at 1p.m. Satur-
day, Oct. 27. They will
also share evidence col-
lected at other haunted
locations.

Residentscan submit a
pumpkin or gourd —no
carvings—decorated
with their favorite book
character. Submissions

can beenteredin either
theadult or family cate-
gory between Oct. 15 30
alongwith acompleted
entry form. Winnerswill
beannounced on Oct. 31
PrizesincludeaBarnes
and Noble gift card for
first and second place.
Pumpkinsmust be
picked up by Nov. 8.
Toregister for any of
theevents, contact the
library at (517) 278- 2341
or visit branchdistrictli-
brary.org/ registration.

rMemorials Crafted
With Care

Because every monument is made to honor the

| memory of aloved one, we take extreme pride in
‘ quality and craftsmanship of every piece we create.
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Now is the Time to Order
Your Family Memorial
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Donut Dolly visits
Quincy Library

Joann Puffer Kotcher autographed copies of her book

for participants at her presentation in Quincy. She
was a Donut Dolly during the Vietnam War. JULIA
BARATTA PHOTO

By Julia Baratta
For The Daily Reporter

QUINCY — One of the
first American women
to be allowed into the
combat zone with sol-
diers during war came
to Quincy to share her
story. Joann Puffer
Kotcher was an Ameri-
can Red Cross ‘Donut
Dolly’ during the Viet-
nam War from 1966 to
1967. She served for the
Red Cross in Korea be-
fore stepping into the
new role as arecreation
director with this ex-
panded program.
Kotcher talked about
‘her’ Vietnam War as a
woman during a diffi-
cult time in American
history.

“My book is a historic
fragment of what it is to
be a warrior,” she said,
referring to her memoir,
Donut Dolly: An Ameri-
can Red Cross Girl’s
War in Vietnam (Uni-
versity of North Texas
Press; 2011, Denton,
TX). “It is not politically
correct, it is historically
correct.”

Her book is composed
of journal entries during
her time in Vietnam
along with stories con-
firming her remem-
brances. Kotcher spoke
to many veterans who
would talk to her be-
cause, as one man put it,
she was “one of them.”

“One soldier, who
learned that we had
both been at Landing
Zone Betty at Phan Thi-
et, told me, ‘We both
trod the same dirt’,” she
said.

As one of 600 Donut
Dollies during the 10
years in Vietnam, she
was proud to be serving
beside the men. The
women were responsi-
ble for providing recre-
ation for the soldiers
when they were not in
combat. But their role
was far more important
as they were a reminder
of the girls back home;
the mothers, girl-
friends, wives, sisters,
grandmothers, aunts
and the cute neighbor
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girls may not have been
there but the Donut
Dollies were and they
encouraged positive
morale for the men dur-
ing lonely and insecure
times.

“One veteran told me
‘Everybody was in love
with a Donut Dolly’,”
Kotcher said. “The Red
Cross warned us in
training the soldiers
wouldn’t love us; they
loved the recollections
of their home, family
and country.”

Donut Dollies began
as a couple of Salvation
Army ladies giving out
donuts to the men in
France during the first
World War. In World
War II, young American
Red Cross women
passed out donuts and
coffee to the troops in
rest areas located in
England. The men nick-
named them ‘Donut
Dollies’ and the name
stuck through 1972
when the program
ceased.

The inspiration of her
story came from the re-
alization that one gen-
eral’s invitation for the
Donut Dollies to serve
next to his men was an
important stepping
stone in the advance-
ment of women’s rights.
In 1966, the only other
women serving in Viet -
nam were the Army
nurses and they were
kept to the rear of the
action; WACs
(Women’s Army Corps)
and WAVES (Women
Accepted for Volunteer
Emergency Service)
didn’t receive the op-
portunity to assist in
Vietnam until late in the
war.

After 50 years, Kotch-
er is still sharing her
stories, along with those
who served beside her,
giving us all another
reason to be proud of
our American troops
and the sacrifices they
gave for the freedoms
we all appreciate on a
daily basis.

The program was
sponsored by the Quin-
cy branch of the Branch
District Library.
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