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MAKING IT RIGHT
The Daily Reporter values accuracy. If you see an 

inaccuracy, please bring it to our attention so we can
set the record straight. Call (517) 278-2318 or email 

newsroom@thedailyreporter.com.
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CALENDAR

Sunday, 
Jan. 14, 2018

Support Groups 
• AA Meeting: 1  and 8 p.m.
meeting at 23 1/2 S. Monroe
St., Coldwater, behind
Shorty’s Barber Shop.
Message line at (517) 279-
7776.
• We Do Recover group of
Narcotics Anonymous will
gather at 6 p.m. for a
meeting at 22 W. Pearl St.,
Suite 2, Coldwater. Call
(269) 841-7091 for more
information. This is an open
meeting.
• AA: 7 p.m. at St. Mary’s
School, 204 Albers Road.
• The Welcome Home
Group, 27 S. Manning,
Hillsdale, will be the site of a
Unity Service Recovery at 10
a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Call
(517) 437-3516 for more
information.
• Non-smoking AA at 10:30
a.m. and 8 p.m. in the
downstairs at the Hope
House, 401 W. Chicago,
Jonesville. 

Organizations |
Groups 
• The Branch County
Coalition Against Domestic
Violence, 220 N. Michigan
Ave., Coldwater, is collecting
old cell phones to be
recycled. For more
information, call (517) 278-
SAFE (7233).

Local Libraries 
• The Branch District Library
1 p.m. - 5 p.m.. For more
information, call (517) 278-
2341.

Retail 
• ProMedica Coldwater
Regional Hospital  Lobby
Gift Shop is open from 12
p.m.to 4 p.m

Church Activities 
• The First Congregational
Church in Bronson: Open
Bible Study, 9 a.m.; Pre-

Worship Music, 10 a.m.,
Regular Traditional and
Contemporary Service,
10:30 a.m., and Coffee Hour
to follow.

Health Resources 
• Tai Chi class will be held
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the
First Congregational Church
in Union City. For more
information, call Deb Geiger
at (517) 741-7528.

Monday, 
Jan. 15, 2018

Support Groups 
• AA: Meeting at noon & 8
p.m. at 23 1/2 S. Monroe St.,
Coldwater, behind Shorty’s
Barber Shop. Message line
at (517) 279-7776.
• AA Closed: AA meeting
4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at 22
W. Pearl St.
• A pain and anxiety
program will take place from
noon to 1 p.m. Call (732)
940-9658 for more
information.
• Men on a Mission - Weekly
sessions being offered to
male survivors of domestic
or sexual assault. Sessions
are free of charge and are
confidential, from 6:30 -
7:30 - p.m. at Laura’s Place,
210 N. Michigan Ave.,
Coldwater. For more
information call 517-278-
7233 or email
bccadvcrisis@cbpu.com.
• We Do Recover group of
Narcotics Anonymous will
gather at 6 p.m. for a
meeting at 22 W. Pearl St.,
Suite 2, Coldwater. Call
(269) 841-7091 for more
information. This is an open
meeting.
• The Welcome Home
Group, 27 S. Manning,
Hillsdale, will be the site of a
Unity Service Recovery at 10
a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Call
(517) 437-3516 for more
information.
• Non-smoking AA at 9 a.m.
and 8 p.m. in the downstairs
at the Hope House, 401 W.
Chicago, Jonesville. 

Some call them �doctor.� Others call them �mommy.�
We call them exceptional.

At Oaklawn, when you choose one of our Family Physicians with 
Obstetrics providers to help you start or expand your family, you 
know that you�re in the care of someone who gets it. With a team 

that is uniquely made up of women, they share a special interest in 
caring for other women and their children because, as doctor 

moms, that is what they know best.

Visit oaklawnhospital.org/fpob
to learn more about our extraordinary team.

Family Physicians with Obstetrics services
are available at our Marshall Internal & Family
Medicine, Olivet and Tekonsha locations.

See, CALENDAR, Page A3

Kids’ Place contest winners announced

Mikayla Everline placed second with a guess of 99.
COURTESY PHOTO

Sophia Huntley placed first with a guess of 114.
COURTESY PHOTO

For The Daily Reporter

COLDWATER — The
Coldwater branch of the
Branch District Library’s
Kids' Place held a Guess
the Number of Grinch
Pills, holiday Life

Savers, contest during
the month of December. 

Children submitted a
guess of the number of
holiday Life Savers they
thought were contained
in the Grinch jar. 

First place went to
Sophia Huntley with a

guess of 114. She re-
ceived the jar of holiday
Life Savers which to-
taled 111, along with a
50th anniversary copy of
Dr. Seuss's "How the
Grinch Stole Christ-
mas.”

Second place went to

Mikayla Everline with a
guess of 99. 

She received a bag of
holiday Life Savers along
with the book, "How the
Grinch Stole Christ-
mas." 

Those who participat-
ed had fun. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo returns to Lansing
LANSING — The

Mid-Michigan Women’s
Expo returns to Lansing
for its 18th year in Feb-
ruary, giving women an
opportunity to bring
their best girls for a
weekend that will in-
spire their personal
health, home and style,

giving women some-
thing to feel good about.

The 2018 Expo is slat-
ed for Feb. 2 to Feb. 4 at
the Lansing Center. 

This year’s lineup fea-
tures products, services
and seminars that aim to
provide a weekend of
enjoyment and educa-

tion for women of all
ages.  Whatever inter-
ests you have, women
will find that special
something here.

The three-day Expo is
the largest single con-
sumer event for women
in Mid-Michigan and
will feature more than

250 women-owned and
women-focused busi-
nesses. 
The Expo will also in-
clude a wealth of health
information and compli-
mentary assessments –
all accessible to women
under one roof. 
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By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Ana-
logue cable television rates
will increase  on Feb. 1,  if
the Coldwater City Coun-
cil approves
the   Tues-
day recom-
mendation
from the
Coldwater
Board of
Public Util-
i t i e s
trustees. 

C B P U
staff reported that the in-
crease was necessary to
cover the cost of off-air
and sports programming
increases.

The off-air — such as
WWMT-3 and the other
networks — went up 204
percent since 2014 and 64
percent just for 2018. 

No one showed up to
question the rate hike,
which brought some ire
from Councilman Cisco Or-
tiz, who had viewed com-

CBPU
cable rate
increase
waits on
council

By Andy Barrand
abarrand@hillsdale.net

QUINCY — With only
four items on the agenda,
Tuesday night’s meeting
of the Quincy Village Coun-
cil was simple and to the
point. 

Council members ap-
proved asset management

Streets,
water plans
approved
by council

LIBRARY EVENT

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com 

COLDWATER — Local
youth recently got their
“bling” on at a Coldwater
branch of the Branch District
Library Kids’ Place event.

Members of the Girl Scout
Troop 80928 —
including troop leader, Cherie
Struble, Shay, Anna, Krysta,
Tabitha and Caitlin — were
on hand to help the more than
20 youth ages 4 to 12 in atten-
dance in building and deco-

Above and below, members of the Girl Scouts Troop 80928 helped area youth paint their nails, build
boxes and more at the Kids’ Place Saturday. LINDA DULL PHOTOS

‘Bling
Day’ held
at Kids’
Place

By Amanda VanAuker
avanauker@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — What
does a group of big, tough
wrestlers have to do with a
bunch of children, families
and coats? Find out Satur-
day, when Price of Glory
Wrestling offers fans and
friends the chance to earn
$2 off the cost of a ticket
when they bring in a win-

ter coat or snow pants to
donate to the Coach Eby
Youth and Family Cen-
ter’s Coats for Youth and
Families program.

With colder tempera-
tures settling in, the center
is currently in dire need of
coats, snow pants and oth-
er gear to help needy fam-
ilies in the area, and POG

POG event seeks to
bring in coats, more for
Eby Center program

POG Wrestling will give $2 off the price of a ticket to Saturday’s event for anyone who
brings in a coat or snowpants for the Coach Eby Youth and Family Center’s Coats for
Kids program. COURTESY PHOTO

LOCAL
COLDWATER

Sponsors sought
for 2018 Icefest

The Coldwater Area
Chamber of Commerce
is seeking ice block
sponsors to help meet
their goal for the 2018
Icefest.

Sponsorships are
available for ice blocks
at $175, a live carving
for $1,500, and many
more at varying costs.

The festival brings
hundreds to downtown
Coldwater in the heart
of winter to see a vari-
ety of custom-carved
ice blocks, as well as
live ice carvings, family
fun activities, a soup
cook-off, pub crawl,
Eagles Tribute Band
and more.

If you choose to
sponsor a block of ice,
your business logo will
be etched into your
custom-carved ice
block.

This stands as a sym-
bol of your support for
the community, its
events and the positive
economic impact they
have locally. 

For more informa-
tion, visit www.cold-
waterchamber.com/ice
fest.html.

BRONSON

KC’s host fish
fry Friday

The Bronson Knights
of Columbus will host a
fish fry starting at 5
p.m. Jan. 19 at the
Knights of Columbus
Hall, 128 N. Matteson
St., Bronson.

Pollack will be
served — with take-
out available — at a
cost of $9 for dinner;
$11 for fish only; $3.50
for children ages 5 to
10; and free for ages 4
and under.

Keep us informed
We encourage or-

ganizations, groups,
businesses, nonprofits
and individuals to
email us at news-
room@thedailyre-
porter.com.
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Ortiz

plans for streets and water
service. The state and the
Department of Environ-
mental Quality requires the
village to complete the two
asset management pro-
grams.

The village’s road plan
outlines the condition of
the 8 miles of roadway
maintained by the village.
The plan reports that 61.3
percent of the village’s
streets are currently in
“good” to “fair” condition.

The plan says the vil-
lage’s goal is to have 75
percent of all paved sur-
faces in “good” or “fair”
condition based on PASER
ratings. 

Quincy Village Manager
Eric Zuzga said he has been
working on the plan for
some time.

“With the approval it al-
lows us to move money be-
tween local streets and ma-
jor streets,” he said. 

Zuzga said the village’s
goal is to maintain its
streets through a seal coat-
ing plan. 

“Most of the streets in the
village will be touched
within the next three
years,” he said. 

The only other item on
the agenda was the ap-
proval of 2018 events with-
in the community. Those
events include Entertain-
ment in the Park and the
village’s farmer’s market, as
well as Quincy Daze, set
for Aug. 24-25, and Pints in
the Park on Sept. 29. 

Zuzga said they are also
still looking at having an
arts festival on June 2.

plaints and comments on social media.
“I am disappointed in the general public for not be-

ing here,” he said. “And for being misinformed about
why we have to raise the rates.”

Ortiz noted that cable television is a service, and not
a required one.

“I have to make choices,” he said. “If
you can’t afford it, you can’t afford it.”  

Looking at comments about “ex-
tortion, padding their pockets,” and
others, Ortiz said, “The city is losing
money so people can have cable TV and
sports packages.”

ESPN went up 25.6 percent since
2014 and is up 12 percent for 2018; Fox
Sports Detroit went up 44 percent
since 2014 and 15.9 percent this year. 

For “The Walking Dead” fans, AMC
has increased rates by 286 percent
since 2014 and 222 percent for 2018. 

The last rate increase for the cable
system was in July 2016. 

The basic “Lifeline” rate will go from
$25.50 to $32.50, with $6.19 because of
added programming and 81 cents for in-
flation. 

The “Expanded” rate will increase from $67.80 to
$81.80, with $11.76 because of programming costs and
$2.24 for inflation. 

Cable modem rates, which have not increased since
November 2015, will remain the same at $39.99 for
those with cable and up to $44.99 for just internet. 

CBPU Manager Jeff Budd said that “hopefully by
June,” the analogue cable television system will close
down and everyone will change to the digital Skitter
service for television programs. He is hoping the
change will come voluntarily ,“but at some time, we
will have to just pull the plug and end it.”

The city wants to convert to all digital because the
analogue system uses a large amount of bandwidth for
television that could be used instead for high-speed
internet. 

CBPU Customer Service Director Jodi Shook said the
city system will be able to provide speeds of over 100
Mbps once the analogue is closed down. 

The analogue rates are just under the Skitter rates,
“because the quality is not as good,” Budd said.

Skitter charges $33.99 for the basic service plus $4.99
per month per television for a  set-top box.  Prime
service is  $93.99, equal to the expanded analogue
service. The total Skitter package is $101.99, plus cus-
tomers can add special programming packages. 

Skitter became operational for the public on Jan. 9.
Budd reported 22 completed installations in first
three days. 

CBPU took over the local cable television service in
1997. CBPU Board member Dr. David Rubley said he
had been a customer since then, and has saved thou-
sands of dollars over paying competitor Charter ca-
ble rates.

“Everybody on Charter also got a lower bill,” he said.
“What (customers) are paying Charter outside the city
is twice what they are paying in the city,”  where there
is no competition. 

Long-time board member Dr. Rubley added, “We ac-
complished what we wanted. But we are just too
small to keep subsidizing.”

CBPU staff noted that more and more customers are
not using cable television, but instead going to stream-
ing services over the internet for program content.

wrestling is stepping up in an effort to
bring in donations for those in need.

Besides helping area children and
families, guests will also enjoy a family-
friendly event, featuring a number of the
wrestlers from POG, a Coldwater-based
wrestling promotion presented by Dan
“The Beast” Severn.

Severn founded POG Wrestling with
Mark Pennington in 2004 at Michigan
Sports Camps in Coldwater. Over the
years, students from MSC have partic-
ipated in POG events, which now take
place throughout the year at the Eby

Center.
Saturday’s event, “Moment of

Truth,” will feature the long-awaited
match-up between crowd favorite BAM
and Louis Lyndon for the POG cham-
pionship title, along with a number of
other competitors who will be facing
off.

Doors will open at 5 p.m. Saturday,
with a bell time of 6 p.m. at the Coach
Eby Youth and Family Center, 89 W.
Chicago St., Coldwater.

Tickets are $12 for ringside; $10 for
adults; and $7 for kids. With a donation
of winter gear, tickets are $10 for ring-
side; $8 for adults; and $5 for kids.

For more information, visit the POG
Wrestling Facebook page.
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Forecast for Coldwater
LOCAL ALMANAC MICHIGAN FORECAST

SUN & MOON

REGIONAL CITIES

The patented AccuWeather.com Real-
Feel Temperature® is an exclusive index 
of effective temperature based on eight 
weather factors. Weather (W): s–sunny, pc–partly cloudy, c–cloudy, sh–showers, t–thunderstorms, r–rain, sf–snow flurries, sn–snow, i–ice

CITY HI/LO/W HI/LO/W

Shown is today’s weather. 
Temperatures are today’s 
highs and tonight’s lows.

CITY HI/LO/W HI/LO/W CITY HI/LO/W HI/LO/W

First Full Last New

Feb 15Feb 7Jan 31Jan 24

Statistics through 5 p.m. yesterday

Precip. 24 hrs. through 5 p.m. yest. Trace
High / Low temperatures 24° / -1°

 Today Friday
Sunrise 8:04 a.m. 8:03 a.m.
Sunset 5:37 p.m. 5:38 p.m.
Moonrise 8:59 a.m. 9:33 a.m.
Moonset 7:19 p.m. 8:18 p.m.

Forecasts and
graphics provided by 

AccuWeather, Inc. ©2018

TODAY

Mostly sunny and 
windy 29°

HIGH:

RealFeel: 14° 

TONIGHT

Mainly clear and 
breezy

LOW:
21°

RealFeel: 6°

FRIDAY

Partly sunny and 
breezy LOW: 28°

HIGH: 36°

RealFeel: 23° / 15°

HIGH:
LOW: 33°

Breezy in the 
morning; partly 
sunny

37°
SATURDAY

RealFeel: 32° / 25°

HIGH:
LOW: 39°

Cloudy, chance of a 
little rain; mild

44°
SUNDAY

RealFeel: 40° / 28°

HIGH:
LOW: 27°

Mild with occasional 
rain

47°
MONDAY

RealFeel: 39° / 15°

 TODAY FRI.

Adrian 29/20/s 34/28/pc
Ann Arbor 30/18/pc 35/27/pc
Bad Axe 30/22/c 35/31/pc
Battle Creek 29/20/pc 36/28/pc
Bay City 31/23/c 37/30/pc
Benton Harbor 30/21/s 37/29/pc
Chicago 32/23/s 40/30/pc
Cleveland 30/22/s 37/33/s
Columbus 29/19/s 35/29/s
Fort Wayne 28/19/s 35/27/s
Gary 34/25/s 41/31/s
Green Bay 32/19/pc 37/27/pc
Houghton Lake 30/20/c 37/29/pc
Indianapolis 30/18/s 37/28/s
Ironwood 33/20/c 42/25/c

 TODAY FRI.  TODAY FRI.

Kalamazoo 29/20/pc 36/28/pc
Kokomo 30/18/s 35/25/s
Lapeer 30/20/pc 38/30/pc
Milwaukee 33/23/s 40/31/pc

Pontiac 30/20/pc 37/29/pc
South Bend 28/19/s 35/27/pc
Sturgis 30/21/s 36/29/pc
Toledo 29/20/s 35/28/pc

Muskegon

Saginaw

Traverse City

Cheboygan

Marquette

Flint

Sault Ste. Marie

Escanaba
Iron River

Detroit

Lansing

Alpena

33/27

32/22

32/26

29/21

31/24

31/19

30/19

28/22

28/17

Grand Rapids
30/22

30/21

31/21

32/22

Coldwater

32/18
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911 LOG

Tuesday,
Jan. 16, 2018
• Birth, 900 block of Herl
Rd., 6:47 a.m.
• Fraudulent activities, 50
block of Vans Ave., 12:01
p.m.
• Burglary, 800 block of E.
Chicago St., 2:54 p.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 800 block of Locke
Rd., 3:03 p.m.
• Shots fired complaint,
200 block of W. Central
Rd., 3:42 p.m.
• Fraudulent activities, 50
block of Division St., 4:12
p.m.
• Property damage acci-

dent, 300 block of Day-
burg Rd., 4:46 p.m.
• Larceny, 10 block of
Vans Ave., 4:47 p.m.
• Shooting complaint,
200 block of E. Chicago
St., 4:49 p.m.
• Failure to pay for fuel,
100 block of W. Chicago
St., 5:43 p.m.
• Car/deer accident, 200
block of W. Copeland Rd.,
6:58 p.m.
• Fraudulent activities,
500 block of Black Lab
Run, 6:58 p.m.
• Auto theft, 700 block of
Arbogast Rd., 9:23 p.m.
• Burn complaint, 500
block of Jonesville Rd.,
10:16 p.m.

JAIL COMMITMENTS

Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2018
• Brandon Ross Guffey, failure to appear.
• Phillip Michael Hurley, traffic offense.
• Daniel Steven Ringle, parole violation.
• Dwayne Charles Kozlowski, parole violation.
• Levi Shawn Stetler, possession of methampheta-
mine.
• Samuel Ryan Kramer, aggravated assault non-family
other weapon/damage to property private.

The Branch County Sheriff’s Office reported one prop-
erty damage accident and a jail population of 145 in-
mates, with 123 males and 22 females.

FORECAST

rating “bling” boxes. 
“Under the direction

of Shareyah Heminger,
they made beautiful
cabochon pendant
necklaces for their bling
boxes,” said Linda Dull
of Kids’ Place. “Christy

Berry, a Girl Scout
mother, donated her
time and Jamberry
product so there was
plenty of bling for the
participants' nails too.”

Diane Elkins of Mod-
ern Woodman Financial
Services provided water
and handled registration
for the event.

On Saturday, Ben Miller

of the Branch Area Ca-
reers Center will visit the
Kids’ Place with robotics
for the Tween Club (ages
10 to 12 years old)
from 10:30 a.m. to noon.  

“On Saturday, Jan. 27,
come and enjoy Sailing
the Seven Seas with an
‘Arrgh-rated’ storytime
and pirate crafts,” Dull
said. 

LIBRARY
From Page A1

Budd

Rubley

We Welcome
New Subscribers!

Call Now to Subscribe 
517-278-2318

Members of the Girl Scouts Troop 80928 helped area youth paint their nails,
build boxes and more at the Kids’ Place Saturday. LINDA DULL PHOTO

Above, Price of Glory Wrestling’s “Noah Lott,” with POG founder Dan “The
Beast” Severn, at previous POG event. COURTESY PHOTO

LANSING (AP)

Overhaul needed
of how Michigan
funds schools

A new study says the
base cost to educate a
regular K-12 student in
Michigan is $9,590.

That figure doesn’t in-
clude transportation,
food or capital costs.

The report released
Wednesday was funded
by foundations and school
groups. It says traditional
and charter public schools
should be funded equally,
and transportation costs
should be funded at $973
per rider.

The School Finance Re-
search Collaborative —
whose members also in-
clude former lawmakers
— didn’t analyze how its
proposals compare with
existing funding. But the
study suggests an over-
haul is needed.
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By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

GRAND RAPIDS — The
city of Coldwater and
four of its
officers
have de-
nied most
allegation
against
them in a
suit filed
by Tiffany
McNeill
after her
arrest July
24. 

The suit was filed
against them, and against
former Coldwater Police
officer Lewis Eastmead,
in December charging vi-
olation of her civil rights. 

McNeill claimed undue
force was used during her
arrest which left her in-
jured and hospitalized for

Coldwater
claims some
immunity
in lawsuit

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Branch
County Circuit Judge Bill
O’Grady
has ruled
against
Kinderhook
Township
Clerk Cyn-
thia Car-
penter,
clearing the
way for the
petition to
recall her to
go forward.

Carpenter appealed the
Dec. 20 decision of the
Branch County Election
Board that recall language
was clear enough to begin
the recall process.

Kinderhook
recall
petition can
go forward

TEENS TRANSFORMED

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — On
Wednesday, Jessica Tefft,
Teen Services Librarian,
celebrated one year with the
Branch District Library. 

Director of Public Services
for the Branch District Li-
brary, Kimberly Feltner,
said, “During that year, she
has grown our Teen Services
leaps and bounds across
Branch County.”

Tefft completed her un-
dergraduate in Bible Theolo-
gy and History from Great
Lakes Christian College be-
fore earning her Masters in
American History from

Youth build gingerbread houses during the recent holiday as part of the teen programming at the
Branch District Libraries. JESSICA TEFFT PHOTO

Tefft 
celebrates
one year

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

LANSING — Alexia and
Steven Rish, owners of
Alexia’s Enterprise in
Coldwater, have filed a re-
call petition against
Branch County Prosecutor
Ralph Kimble. 

The Board of State Can-
vassers set a hearing Jan.

30 in Lansing at 10 a.m. to
determine the legal suffi-
ciency and clarity of the
language of the petition as
required by law. 

Kimble said Friday, after
being served with the re-
quest by the state, he in-
tends to fight the petition
and recall. 

"As a psychic she must
know something. Maybe

she cast her bones and
learned what would hap-
pened," Kimble joked. 

As grounds, the couple
state in the petition:

“In consideration of the
recent consensus of ALL of
the local judges of Branch
County by reason of their
intimate professional rela-
tionship and knowledge of
Chief County Prosecutor

Ralph Kimble, in their
combined request for the
necessity of an official In-
vestigation of Ralph Kimble
by the Michigan Attorney
General and the Michigan
State Police concerning al-
leged improprieties en-
gaged in by the Chief Coun-
ty Prosecutor in the dis-
charge of his official duties;

Recall petition filed against Kimble

A students creates a bunny during a ‘crafternoon’ activity. JESSICA TEFFT PHOTO

Stephen and Alexia Rish.

LOCAL
QUINCY

Quincy Branch
to be closed
temporarily

The Quincy Branch
of the Branch District
Library will be closed
for two days, Monday,
Jan. 22 and Tuesday,
Jan. 23.  

Library staff will be
clearing out the library
to prepare for interior
repairs, carpet, and
paint. 

The Library will re-
open in the building’s
Lower Level on
Wednesday Jan. 24 and
will remain open dur-
ing the construction. 

The construction is
expected to last ap-
proximately five
weeks. 

During this time
public computers, fax
service, a small selec-
tion of materials, ac-
cess to the drop box,
and programming will
continue. 

Library users may
still request items from
the other five  branches
of BDL and from the
statewide lending pro-
gram MeL. 

Contact the Quincy
Branch at (517) 639-
4001 for more infor-
mation and with any
questions.

Keep us
informed

Do you have an
event, a meeting, a
story idea or any type
of information you
want us to know
about? 

We want to hear
from you. We en-
courage organiza-
tions, groups, busi-
nesses, nonprofits
and individuals to
email us at news-
room@thedailyre-
porter. com. 

Please include all
pertinent informa-
tion, including the
best way to contact
you and a reporter
will be in touch
promptly.
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GRAND RAPIDS — The
city of Coldwater and
four of its
officers
have de-
nied most
allegation
against
them in a
suit filed
by Tiffany
McNeill
after her
arrest July
24. 

The suit was filed
against them, and against
former Coldwater Police
officer Lewis Eastmead,
in December charging vi-
olation of her civil rights. 

McNeill claimed undue
force was used during her
arrest which left her in-
jured and hospitalized for

Coldwater
claims some
immunity
in lawsuit

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Branch
County Circuit Judge Bill
O’Grady
has ruled
against
Kinderhook
Township
Clerk Cyn-
thia Car-
penter,
clearing the
way for the
petition to
recall her to
go forward.

Carpenter appealed the
Dec. 20 decision of the
Branch County Election
Board that recall language
was clear enough to begin
the recall process.

Kinderhook
recall
petition can
go forward

TEENS TRANSFORMED

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — On
Wednesday, Jessica Tefft,
Teen Services Librarian,
celebrated one year with the
Branch District Library. 

Director of Public Services
for the Branch District Li-
brary, Kimberly Feltner,
said, “During that year, she
has grown our Teen Services
leaps and bounds across
Branch County.”

Tefft completed her un-
dergraduate in Bible Theolo-
gy and History from Great
Lakes Christian College be-
fore earning her Masters in
American History from

Youth build gingerbread houses during the recent holiday as part of the teen programming at the
Branch District Libraries. JESSICA TEFFT PHOTO

Tefft 
celebrates
one year

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

LANSING — Alexia and
Steven Rish, owners of
Alexia’s Enterprise in
Coldwater, have filed a re-
call petition against
Branch County Prosecutor
Ralph Kimble. 

The Board of State Can-
vassers set a hearing Jan.

30 in Lansing at 10 a.m. to
determine the legal suffi-
ciency and clarity of the
language of the petition as
required by law. 

Kimble said Friday, after
being served with the re-
quest by the state, he in-
tends to fight the petition
and recall. 

"As a psychic she must
know something. Maybe

she cast her bones and
learned what would hap-
pened," Kimble joked. 

As grounds, the couple
state in the petition:

“In consideration of the
recent consensus of ALL of
the local judges of Branch
County by reason of their
intimate professional rela-
tionship and knowledge of
Chief County Prosecutor

Ralph Kimble, in their
combined request for the
necessity of an official In-
vestigation of Ralph Kimble
by the Michigan Attorney
General and the Michigan
State Police concerning al-
leged improprieties en-
gaged in by the Chief Coun-
ty Prosecutor in the dis-
charge of his official duties;

Recall petition filed against Kimble

A students creates a bunny during a ‘crafternoon’ activity. JESSICA TEFFT PHOTO

Stephen and Alexia Rish.

LOCAL
QUINCY

Quincy Branch
to be closed
temporarily

The Quincy Branch
of the Branch District
Library will be closed
for two days, Monday,
Jan. 22 and Tuesday,
Jan. 23.  

Library staff will be
clearing out the library
to prepare for interior
repairs, carpet, and
paint. 

The Library will re-
open in the building’s
Lower Level on
Wednesday Jan. 24 and
will remain open dur-
ing the construction. 

The construction is
expected to last ap-
proximately five
weeks. 

During this time
public computers, fax
service, a small selec-
tion of materials, ac-
cess to the drop box,
and programming will
continue. 

Library users may
still request items from
the other five  branches
of BDL and from the
statewide lending pro-
gram MeL. 

Contact the Quincy
Branch at (517) 639-
4001 for more infor-
mation and with any
questions.

Keep us
informed

Do you have an
event, a meeting, a
story idea or any type
of information you
want us to know
about? 

We want to hear
from you. We en-
courage organiza-
tions, groups, busi-
nesses, nonprofits
and individuals to
email us at news-
room@thedailyre-
porter. com. 

Please include all
pertinent informa-
tion, including the
best way to contact
you and a reporter
will be in touch
promptly.
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a  head injury, and 17
stitches to her face. 
The entire incident was
recorded, both audio

and video, on Branch County Jail monitoring sys-
tems in the entrance sally port. 

That video has been viewed millions of times and
shared by thousands since the lawsuit was filed. 

The answer was filed by Michael S. Bogren of the
Plunkett Cooney law firm in Kalamazoo. 

It does not answer for Eastmead, who will be rep-
resented by James Tamm of a Bloomfield law firm.
Eastmead was not served until Dec. 16 and Tamm
has until March 19 to answer. 

Coldwater City Manager Keith Baker announced
Jan. 12 that Eastmead was “no longer with the city.”  

Eastmead told law enforcement officers and a Ju-
dicial office at the Branch County courthouse, that
day, he had been terminated by the city. 

The city, in its answer, has denied much of the
suit or said it did not have knowledge of facts al-
leged. It did agree that the four officers it repre-
sents, Matthew Schoenauer, Suleiman Sumbal,
Fredrick Pyles and Scott Sergent, who were also on
duty, “were at all times, each acting in their indi-
vidual capacities, within the course and scope of their
employment as police officers and/or agents em-
ployed by the City of Coldwater, and under the col-
or of law.”

The city did agree that before McNeil was
slammed face first into the concrete floor
“while pinned against the wall, Ms. McNeil asked Of-
ficer Eastmead multiple times to promise that he
would check on her children and ensure their safe-
ty.” 

The city is named under Monell provision of the
Civil Rights act Section 1983 which provides a
mechanism by which individuals who have had their
constitutional rights violated may seek a remedy
against employees or agents of a state or municipal-
ity which are otherwise barred by sovereign immu-
nity. 

Coldwater did claim “to the extent the plaintiff
seeks punitive damages from the City of Coldwa-
ter, the City has immunity from such a claim.”

McNeil’s attorney, Solomon M. Radner, of South-
field has raised issue that would make such a claim
invalid. 

McNeil has suggested there was an ongoing cul-
ture within the police department where complaints
against Eastmead —  a few current and former offi-
cers — were made about excessive force or violence
by the officers; they were ignored and no adequate
action taken. 

Radner pointed out that the city command offi-
cers had access to the violent video of Eastmead’s
actions and had conducted an internal investiga-
tion, but did not take any action until after the law-
suit was filed. 

Radner alluded to it when he alleged, “the  City of
Coldwater, through its police department, chief of
police, commander in chief, supervisors and other
policy makers,  pursued policies, practices and cus-
toms that were a direct and proximate cause of the
unconstitutional rights alleged herein and were the re
sult of deliberate indifference.” The city denied this
in its answer. 

A number of people have called the Radner’s  EX-
COLO LAW firm at (800)939-2656 since the suit
was filed, detailing other instances of undue force.

and in consideration that
Ralph Kimble has been
named as a
Defendant
in an ongo-
ing lawsuit
alleging
sexual Ha-
rassment in
the Branch
County
Courthouse
by a former
employee of
the Branch County Prose-
cutor's office: We, the un-
dersigned, request a RE-
CALL of Ralph Kimble as
Branch County Prosecu-
tor.”

The couple, owners of the
business located at 78 W.
Chicago St., are referring to
an investigation where all of
the local judges met to
question employees of the
county who had expressed
complaints of sexual ha-
rassment against Kimble. 

That report was then re-
ferred to Michigan State
Police who conducted an
investigation and referred
the report to the Attorney
General. His office found
only two instances of mis-
demeanor criminal sexual
conduct for which the em-
ployee did not want to
prosecute. 

The lawsuit refers to one
filed by former prosecutor
secretary Evon Staley
claiming instances of sexual
harassment against Kimble.
She was fired after Michi-
gan State Police raided her
home and later charged her
with having an illegal mari-
juana grow operation. Both
of those cases are pending
with outside county judges
named to hear them.

If the Board of State Can-
vassers finds, at the clarity
hearing, the recall petition
is proper, then the petition-
ers would have 60 days to
collect 2,823 signatures of
valid Branch County elec-
tors. Once the county clerk
validates the signatures, the
recall would go on the next
election ballot, likely in
May. 

The number needed is 25
percent of those who cast
ballots for Governor in
Branch County during the
2014 general election.
Those collecting signa-
tures must be residents of
Branch County.

Alexia Rish ran for the
Coldwater City Council
and also filed a write in pe-
tition for mayor. Randall
Hazelbaker beat Alexia
Rish  246 votes to 101 in the
Fourth Ward while she re-
ceived a small amount of
write in votes against in-
cumbent mayor Tom
Kramer. 

Saturday, January 20, 2018
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From Page A1

911 LOG

Thursday, Jan. 18, 2018

• Car/deer accident,
500 block of S. Angola
Rd., 7:29 a.m.
• Car/deer accident,
200 block of S. Behnke
Rd., 8:00 a.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 300 block of N.
Willowbrook Rd., 12:31
p.m.
• Fraudulent activities,
800 block of Elaine St.,
1:09 p.m.
• Parking complaint, 80
block of W. Pearl St.,

1:22 p.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 200 block of E.
Garfield Ave., 2:56 p.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 100 block of Kos-
merick Rd., 3:43 p.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 900 block of Stef-
fey Rd., 5:22 p.m.
• Larceny, 200 block of
State St., 6:19 p.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 300 block of Sauk
River Dr., 10:35 p.m.
• Larceny, 200 block of
McKinley St., 10:55 p.m.

JAIL COMMITMENTS

Thursday, Jan. 18, 2018

• Cassandra Kay Mock-
ridge, warrant - failure
to appear.
• Alesha Marie Brown,
hold - Ohio.
• Zachary Trey Winters,
hold - Illinois.
• Robert Dale Smith,
probation violation.

• Robin Gail Bailey, fail-
ure to appear.

The Branch County
Sheriff's Office reported
one car/deer accident,
one property damage
accident and a jail pop-
ulation of 149 inmates,
with 126 males and 23
females.

FORECAST

Central Michigan Uni-
versity and a second
Masters in Library Sci-
ence at Wayne State
University. 

It wasn’t until she
took a class, at Central,
on Archives that she re-
alizes what her true
calling was; serving the
youth. 

For nearly two years,
Tefft worked as the
youth services coordi-
nator at Albion District
Library, she fulfilled a
short stint at Hillsdale
Library as a youth li-
brarian before some di-
vine intervention took
over and she was offered
a position with the
Branch District Library. 

Her task with the dis-
trict was to bring teens
to the library and offer
them age specific pro-
gramming.

“I started going into
the schools,” Tefft said.
“If you want to bring the
youth to you, you have
to meet them on their
own turf.” 

Almost immediately,
an advisory council was
formed with youth from
around the county out-
lining what they expect
from a teen program and
why it’s important to
their growth. 

Tefft said the council
was instrumental in ob-
taining the program’s

first grant from the
Branch County Com-
munity Foundation. 

“I am so proud of
those kids,” Tefft said.
“If it wasn’t for the
council, the community
foundation, Linda, and
(Co-workers) the teen
program wouldn’t be
where it is today.”

Over the last year, the
teen programming has
expanded to all five dis-
tricts. 

Because of it’s popu-
larity, Tefft said the li-
brary brought in a Teen
Services Assistant, Kee-
ley Briggs, and a Teen
Clerk. 

I am beyond grateful,”
Tefft said “It’s been
such a wild ride this past
year and I can’t wait to

see what more we can
do.”

Feltner said some of
Tefft’s highlights over
the last year include,
“Designed and built a
Teen Space  — opened
June 2016 — for young
adults to have a "home"
at the library, increased
teen attendance by 400
percent, created a Teen
Advisory Council and
spent almost 81 hours
with the teens volun-
teering in the communi-
ty, added relevant and
fresh materials to the
young adult collection,
hosted a very successful
district wide Teen Lock-
In, all while bringing a
positive and guiding
presence to the youth of
the county.” 

LIBRARY
From Page A1

Upcoming teen events 
OPEN TO YOUTH AGES 13 TO 18

•Writing Club meets at 4 p.m., Monday at the
Coldwater branch of the Branch District Li-
brary.

•STEAM Power will start at 3 p.m. on Friday,
Jan. 26 and will include science technology, en-
gineering, art and math at the Coldwater branch
of the Branch District Library. Union branch Li-
brary’s event will begin at 3:30 p.m., Jan. 23;
Quincy’s branch Library at 3:30 p.m., Jan. 24
and Sherwood branch Library at 3:30 p.m., Jan.
29. 

•Sherwood branch Library will host a movie
based on a book as part of the Movie Club at 3:30
p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 30. 

•Quincy branch Library will host a ‘Crafter-
noon’ Delight event at 3:30 p.m., Monday

•Wild Art event will be held at 4 p.m., Jan. 25
at Bronson’s branch Library; 3:30 p.m., Jan. 30
at Union and 3:30 p.m., Jan. 31 in Quincy.

KIMBLE

Michael Exelby, unsuccessful 2016
candidate against Carpenter, filed the
petition. Carpenter said the reasons
listed by Exelby were
"less than truthful" and
presented township
minutes and other doc-
umentation in the ap-
peal. 

The judge found, un-
der the law, there was
no need for a hearing on
Carpenter’s appeal. 

Judge O’Grady said,
in his order under the
recall process of the state and court de-
cisions, “truth itself is not a considera-
tion in determining the clarity of the re-
call petition language.” 

He ruled the petition language “is
concise and clear” as the statute re-
quires. 

Exelby and his supporters have 60
days to collect 124 valid electors signa-
tures on the petitions, which must be
validated by the clerk to place it on the
next election date.  

If done by Feb. 2, it can be placed on
a May 8 ballot. 

A number of allegations are made in
the petition which is at the top of each
signature page. The petition stated that

Carpenter had "mailed township two
signature checks with only one signa-
ture" in violation of state law. 

Carpenter pointed out that the
process is for the clerk to create the
checks which are given to the treasurer
to sign and mail. 

Current Treasurer Terri Jo Smith has
worked out any procedural problems
with Carpenter and the pair have
worked together this year. Carpenter
included a text message about the recall
story in The Daily Reporter, which
showed Smith's support for her.  

Exelby stated Carpenter "had refused
to share information with the treasurer
resulting in fees to be charged to the
township." 

Carpenter attached a letter from au-
ditor Paul Plante which stated no addi-
tional fees had been charged to the
township in 2017. 

The petition also states Carpenter
"has received payment for mileage not
traveled." 

She denied the claim and pointed out
the township did not have a mileage
policy. A policy was adopted in Novem-
ber allowing no mileage for officials paid
over $10,000 a year. 

Carpenter said Exelby started the re-
call because he was mad about the 2016
election which Exelby lost to her 138 to
126. Exelby denied that and said he
would not run again for the post but was
sure there would be another candidate. 

KINDERHOOK
From Page A1

EXELBY

SUBSCRIBE TO
OUR YOUTUBE

CHANNEL
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By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — After
speeding at 102 mph in a
40 mph zone along
Union City Road Thurs-
day evening, Chad An-
dress, 32, was charged
with assaulting Branch
County Sheriff Sgt. Mike
Gatke, who was sent to
arrest him.

Branch County Dis-
trict Judge Brent Weigle
set a $100,000 bond for
Andress. 

Because of information
provided to the court
about his arrest in Ot-
tawa County, and ap-
pearances in Circuit
Court, a forensic mental
examination was or-
dered.

Branch County Deputy
Scott Jaye had radar set
up on Union City Road
when Andress sped past.
The speed kicked up dirt
and debris. After he al-
most hit a school bus,
and other vehicles on the
road, Deputy Jaye was
unable to safely continue
the pursuit. 

With the vehicle’s in-
formation, deputies
were able to identify the
possible driver. They
then went to Andress’
parents home on River
Road. 

There he “was speak-
ing in tongue’s and
spouting scripture” the
police report stated. He
then fell to the floor.
When Sgt. Gatke went to
check on him, Andress
advanced on the ser-
geant, grabbing and
pulling on him, and tak-
ing a fighting stance. 

Officers tased Andress
to subdue him.

At the Branch County
Jail Andress continued to
fight and refused to co-
operate for fingerprints
and mugs shots; part of

Andress
charged
after high
speed chase

OZOBOT DESIGN

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — On Satur-
day, the Coldwater branch of
the Branch District Library’s
Kids' Place Tween Club
hosted a Robotics event with
instructor Ben Miller from
the Branch Area Careers
Center. 

Nine club members along
with their family received
instruction before designing
various Ozobots. 

Tweens learned how to
make coding strips for the
Ozobot to perform a variety

Tween Club kids and their families created an Ozobot design during the library program. LINDA DULL PHOTO

Robotics
comes to

Kids’ Place

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — It’s
been 40 years since the
Great Blizzard of 1978 hit
the Branch County area. 

The Blizzard struck the
Ohio Valley and Great
Lakes regions from Jan.
25 through Jan. 27, 1978. 

Residents around the
county have many mem-
ories of pushing through
the nearly 25 inches of
snow the storm pro-
duced. 

“My father Bruce and
Uncle Larry were using
our big john deere cab
tractor and bulldozer too
get to town to help get
supplies for the neighbors
on Briggs and Sebring
road.” — Jason Reichhart

“I was 4. I remember
that my dog was snowed
into his house and my dad
had to dig him out, and he
didn’t want to come in.
The only part of the car
we could see was the an-
tenna.” — Darcy Henning

“I remember getting a
ride to work at the Cold-
water Regional Center by
a 4 wheel drive vehicle. I
was there for 3 days and 2
nights before getting a
ride home on a snowmo-
bile.” — Kathy Motes 

“A few days during this
Blizzard I was hiking
around frozen Hudson
Lake, on snow shoes,
from dark to dark all day
with over 150 pounds on
my back.” — Mike

Residents remember the Great Blizzard of 1978

Tweens work together on their design. LINDA DULL PHOTO

LOCAL
COLDWATER

Grand opening
slated for Feb. 7

Apartments at Sauk
Trail will be holding a
grand opening from 4 to
7 p.m. ,Wednesday, Feb.
7 at the club house, 31
Sauk Blvd., Coldwater. 

The community is in-
vited to tour the facili-
ties and enjoy refresh-
ments. 

COLDWATER

Ladies Get-A-
Way to be held
Feb. 3 at FBC

Women from Branch
and surrounding coun-
ties are invited to the
Ladies Alive Get-A-
Away Retreat fro
8:30a.m. to 4 p.m., Sat-
urday, Feb. 3 at Cold-
water First Baptist
Church, 102 Bishop
Ave., Coldwater. The
cost is $15 if preregis-
tered or $20 at the door
and includes a lunch-
eon, guest speaker and
more. 

For more information
contact Barb Tanner at
(517) 227-0632, Rebekah
Mowry at (517) 227-
1458, Pam Boyer at (517)
617-9415 or Joyce
Hawver at (517) 278-
5387.

BRONSON

BHS 
alumni meet

The Bronson High
School Class of 1951
met Jan. 17 at the Bron-
son Strike Zone for its
monthly luncheon. 

Present from the
class were Ambrose
and Nadine Sikoski,
Esther Torrey and Mike
Franks, Betty Jane Bo-
hacz Andrews and
Wylla Wanar German.
Also attending was
Dick Boyd ('50). A good
time was enjoyed by
all. 

The next meeting
will be Feb. 21, same
time, same place.
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HENNING MOTESREICHHART MIKE

the booking process. 
After he was given

some of his medication,
he fell asleep in a holding
cell. 

In June 2017 Andress
was arrested for drunk
driving and resisting ar-
rest in Ottawa County.
He had been ordered to
obtain a forensic exam in
the county. Court offi-
cials in Branch County
were not able to gain in-
formation on how he was
released and returned.

Last June he was in jail
during a Branch County
court hearing to suspend
parenting time with his
two children. 

Child Protective Serv-
ice workers Jennifer Foust
told the Branch County
Circuit Court she had
tried to interview him at
the Branch County
Courthouse earlier. 

“He gave bizarre re-
sponses. He refused to
talk to me after I refused
to tell him if I were a
Christian,” she testified. 

Foust recommended
against contact with his
children after he “made a
statement his children
would be sacrificed for
the parent’s sins.” 

She ended the interview
when he became loud and
threatening, made bizarre
statements and threat-
ened his ex-wife.

Andress did appear in
Circuit Court January 5
where he fired attorney
Ryan Bucklin who his
family retained. 

In confusing com-
ments, Andress asked
Branch County Judge Bill
O’Grady, “Are you using
a name?”

The judge asked
deputies to escort him
out. 

Deputies talked to him
for 40 minutes where he
claimed to be a prophet
and spouted religious
“nonsense.” 

He finally left the build-
ing. 

of moves. Miller also showed them
how the bot responds to the Evo app. 

“The tweens also enjoyed some pizza,
chips, soda and cookies,” Linda Dull of the
library said. “Every tween took home a
brushbot to assemble.” 

The next Tween Club, titled "Not for the
Squeamish!”,  will meet at 10:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 17 and will explore a variety of
STEM hands-on activities. 

Saturday, January 27, 2018

AREA | RECORD
A4 www.thedailyreporter.com

LIBRARY
From Page A1

CHASE
From Page A1

911 LOG

Thursday, Jan. 25, 2018

• Car/deer accident,
700 block of Marshall
Rd., 12:09 a.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 400 block of S.
Snow Prairie Rd., 6:45
a.m.
• Fraudulent activities,
300 block of W. Chicago
Rd., 8:35 a.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 50 block of Abbott
Ave., 9:03 a.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 200 block of N.
Fremont St., 9:52 a.m.
• Fraudulent activities,
600 block of E. Chicago
Rd., 10:44 a.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 300 block of

Morse St., 10:52 a.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 600 block of E.
Chicago Rd., 12:33 p.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 700 block of E.
Chicago St., 1:43 p.m.
• Car/deer accident,
300 block of N. Fremont
Rd., 2:20 p.m.
• Chase, 700 block of N.
Union City Rd., 4:15
p.m.
• Car/deer accident,
400 block of N. Snow
Prairie Rd., 6:46 p.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 300 block of E.
Chicago St., 6:51 p.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 200 block of
Grand St., 7:48 p.m.
• Assault, 500 block of
Marshall Rd., 10:01 p.m.

JAIL COMMITMENTS

Thursday, Jan. 25, 2018

• Destiny Rose Roberts,
larceny (other) - war-
rant.

The Branch County

Sheriff's Office reported
one car/deer accident,
two property damage
accidents and a jail pop-
ulation of 141 inmates,
with 119 males, 22 fe-
males and one juvenile.

FORECAST

“The snow was so high
on Chicago street In
downtown Coldwater
that you could not see
the opposite lane. Also,
being much younger and
not so smart I agreed to
shovel the roof off on the
factory I worked at. The
roof was very bouncy “
— Deborah Friend

“Our drive has a stone
wall on one side. I had a
full size Chevy van and I
walked from my yard
over my van.” 
— Douglas McMichael

BLIZZARD
From Page A1

FRIEND

McMICHAEL

Above is a picture from the Great Blizzard submitted
by Jason Reichhart.

Above is a picture from the Great Blizzard submitted
by Mike. 

Two tweens work together on the Ozobot design. LINDA DULL PHOTO

FOLLOW US 
ON FACEBOOK

SECOND QUARTER
HONORS

Jasmin Gutierrez
Addison Partee
Hannah Hollands
Bobbi VanBelle
Jaydon Tillitson
Harper Robertson
Leandra Castro
Jacob Carn
Alonso Gonzalez
Emma Hamilton
Valdamir Sterner

SECOND QUARTER
High Honors

Caitlin Terrant
Brigette Haataja
Lucia Evans
Taylor Goshorn
Isabel Mendez
Vanessa Henderson
Amy Gutierrez
Jonathan Miller
Allison Short
Breann Clayman
Porsha Palmerton
Paul Danbury
Ashley Cardenas
Samuel Thorne
Melanie Jones
Skyler Donley
Kylie Sattler
Aubrie Walker
Lita Fulton
Yaritza Barajas
Rachael Centers

SECOND QUARTER
HIGHEST HONORS

Cheyanne Jonas
Kymberly Rivas

FIRST SEMESTER
HONORS

Jasmin Gutierrez
Hannah Hollands
Brigette Haataja
Bram Stockford
Harper Robertson
Alonso Gonzalez
Lita Fulton
Vladamir Sterner
Aubrie Walker

FIRST SEMESTER
HIGH HONORS

Caitlin Terrant
Bobbi VanBelle
Lucia Evans

Cheyanne Jonas
Jonathan Miller
Amy Gutierrez
Isabel Mendez
Allison Short
Vanessa Henderson
Breann Clayman
Paul Danbury
Leandra Castro
Porsha Palmerton
Skyler Donley
Ashley Cardenas
Kylie Sattler
Samuel Thorn
Melanie Jones
Rachael Centers
Kymberly Rivas

VARSITY 
LETTERATHLETIC 

DEPARTMENT
Ally Short
Amy Gutierrez
Bailey Fee
Erika Bates
Emily Peavey
Leandra Castro
Kloie Bromley
Taryn Spaulding
Hannah Hollands

SPECIAL AWARDS
MID-SOUTH 

CONFERENCE ALL CON-
FERENCE 

SECOND TEAM 
Volleyball
Bailey Fee
Scholar Athlete
Ally Short
Amy Gutierrez
Erika Bates
Emily Peavey
Leandra Castro
Hannah Hollands
RUNNING CLUB PAR-

TICIPATION
Paul Danbury
Storm Dirschell
Micah McDonald
Harper Robertson
Leo Savage
Bobbi VanBelle
CITIZENSHIP AWARD

Ashley Cardenas
Samuel Thorne 
Hannah Hollands
Jaydon Tillitson

Pansophia Academy
second quarter and 
semester one awards
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Tracy Neely
431 E. Chicago Street
Coldwater

517-278-8950
tneely@fbinsmi.com

TracyNeelyAgency.com

Your
local agent 
insures your

A pirate’s life

IN BRIEF
WESLEY CHAPEL,
FLA.

Florida meeting
planned 

The 40th annual
get-together for past
and present residents
of Hillsdale and
Branch counties is at
11 a.m. Feb. 21 at 
Trinity Church, 33425
SR 54, Wesley Chapel,
Fla. 

For more informa-
tion, call 
(813) 788-1298. 

COLDWATER

Grand opening
set for today

Apartments at Sauk
Trail will hold a grand
opening from 4-7 p.m.
today  at the club house,
31 Sauk Blvd., Coldwa-
ter. 

The community is
invited to tour the facil-
ities and enjoy refresh-
ments. 

QUINCY

Tickets 
available 
for Rotary
Draw Down

The Rotary Club of
Quincy will hold its
30th annual Draw
Down Raffle with a top
prize of $3,000 on Sat-
urday, April 28 at the
Dearth Community
Center, Coldwater. 

Tickets are $90 each
and include a prime rib
dinner.

Beer and wine is in-
cluded as well as lots of
fun games and prizes.

The money raised
will be used to supports
the  Club’s projects, in-
cluding scholarships to
graduating Quincy sen-
iors, the linear walk
way between Quincy
and Coldwater, the new
recreational site and
Little League diamonds
and more.

Tickets are available
from all Quincy Rotary
members or by calling
(517) 639-4104.
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By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

A 57-year-old Bronson man
was critically injured Tuesday
when he was hit in the head by
a falling limb while cutting
wood. 

The accident occurred in a
stand of trees a quarter mile
south of Cranston Road and a
quarter mile east of Clearwater
Road. A nephew who was with

him called 911 shortly before 
4 p.m. 

Branch County Sheriff’s
Deputy Steve Foster, an EMT,
went into the woods to  stabi-
lize the man, who had an open
skull fracture, until LifeCare
could arrive and he could be
moved to Clearwater Road. 

West Michigan AirCare was
called and the Bronson Fire
Department prepared a landing
zone on Clearwater Road.
Medical staff from the helicop-

ter spent an hour treating the
man before he could be flown
to Parkview Medical Center in

Fort Wayne, Ind. 
The man’s name was re-

leased by officials. 

BETHEL TOWNSHIP

Bronson man
critically injured

DON REID PHOTO
A Bronson man was injured Tuesday in a wood cutting accident. 

LINDA DULL PHOTO
Local youth got in on the Icefest fun Saturday with “Arrgh-rated” storytime by Mary Robey of the
Coldwater branch of Branch District Library’s Kids’ Place. Children enjoyed a variety of pirate-themed
activities with volunteer Amber Sunderland. The next Kids’ Place event, drop-in Make It and Take It
Valentine cards and crafts, is 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday for ages 3-12 years old.  

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

Even with federal
changes in health care,
there are still programs
available to provide health
care insurance for low in-
come Michigan residents.

“With all of the political
changes regarding health
care coverage, we are still
helping families apply for
the Healthy Michigan
Plan, which has expanded
Medicaid to adults who
have incomes up to 133
percent of poverty,” said
Rebecca Burns, health of-
ficer for the Branch-
Hillsdale-St. Joseph
Community Health
Agency.

“For single individuals,
this means an annual in-
come up to about
$16,000. For a family of
four it means an annual
income up to approxi-
mately $33,000. People
shouldn't have to choose

COLDWATER

Health
care help
available

See HELP, A4

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

Coldwater Township
trustees Monday had sugges-
tions and questions as Branch
County Road Commission
Manager Engineer Trent Arver
and Engineer Garrett Mylan
laid out the need for more
township funds to adequately
maintain local or secondary
roads. 

The pair told the board that
to bring all 34.24 miles of local
roads in the township from
poor to fair or good condition,
it  would take $2.35 million
over 10 years.

The road commission divides

the secondary or local roads
funds between the 16 town-
ships by mileage. There are
643.69 miles of local roads.

For 2018, Coldwater Town-
ship receives $78,312 but when
routine maintenance costs of
$55,684,  is removed, there is
only $22,687 left for any pre-
ventive maintenance. 

Over the past 10 years, Cold-
water Township contributed
an average $28,385 a year for
the extra work. This includes
chip and seal or overlays of
roads. 

The proposed 10-year main-
tenance plan requires a mini-
mum $123,000 to $454,000 a
year, totaling $2.35 million.

The shortfall over 10 years is 
$1.7 million. 

Trustees questioned why
now local roads, such as Fiske
and Willowbrook roads, could
not be reclassified to primary
roads to dip into the greater
portion of state allocated
funds.

Arver said that had been tried
for Fiske and denied. Even
though those roads funnel
heavy traffic from the lakes to
the business areas along 
U.S. 12, they are not considered
to be across county roads. That
formula for road fund distribu-
tion has been in place since Act
51 was passed.    

Township Supervisor Don

Rogers questioned why the ru-
ral roads, used mostly by the
Amish,  get the same funding
per mile as the roads that get
hundreds of cars a day. “How
is that fair?”

Mylan said the rural roads
get heavy farm truck traffic. 

“Amish buggies and wagons
do more damage than vehicles
on the  roads,” he said.  

“The more traffic on the road
should get more money,”
Rogers said. 

“We have considered that in
the past,” said road commis-
sioner Steve Weight. “I get
your point. We will consider it
again.” 

COLDWATER TOWNSHIP

Board questions road commission manager

SEE ROADS, A4



Comments and Publicity  February 16, 2018 

9 of 9 

Coldwater Daily Reporter, February 10, 2018, page A2: 

 

15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI 49036-1912
Phone: 517-278-2318; Fax: 517-278-6041

A Division of GateHouse Media, LLC
The Daily Reporter, ISSN 0745-6794 is published daily except

Sunday, New year’s Day, Memorial Day, July 4, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving Day and Christmas. Periodical postage paid at

Coldwater, MI. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
The Daily Reporter, 15 W. Pearl St., Coldwater, MI 49036-1912

Publisher’s statement
The term length above reflects basic subscription rates, without other surcharges.

Due to the size and value of premium editions there will be up to a $2.00 surcharge on each
date of premium. However, rather than bill an extra charge for premium editions we will adjust

the length of your subscription, which accelerates the expiration of your subscription,
when you receive these premium editions.  There will be no more than 16 premium editions per
calendar year.  For more information or to cancel your subscription please call 517-278-2318.

Print delivery available within the newspaper distribution area only. By submitting your
address and/or email, you understand that you may receive promotional offers from

GateHouse Media, LLC. A one-time $4.95 activation fee applies.
There is a $1 surcharge for invoicing, to avoid charge sign up for EZ Pay.

Publisher shall not be liable for damage arising out of errors in advertisements
beyond the amount paid for space actually occupied by that portion of the

advertisement in which the error occurred, whether such error is because of
negligence of the publisher’s employees or otherwise , and there shall be in liability for

non-insertion of any advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement.

Orestes Baez , Publisher
obaez@gatehousemedia.com

Amanda VanAuker, Executive Editor
avanauker@thedailyreporter.com

Lisa Vickers, Regional Advertising Director
lvickers@thedailyreporter.com

Karen Allard, Circulation Manager
kallard@thedailyreporter.com
Troy Tennyson, Sports Editor

ttennyson@thedailyreporter.com
Nichole Fullbright, Controller nfullbright@hillsdale.net

Classifieds classified@thedailyreporter.com
Tearsheets tearsheets@thedailyreporter.com

Single Copy
Monday-Friday
$1.00

Single Copy
Saturday
$1.50

In County Rates
$18.80 - Up to 4 Weeks
$47.00 - Up to 10 Weeks
$99.50 - Up to 22 Weeks
$215 - Up to 46 Weeks
Paid in Advance

Saturday, February 10, 2018A2 www.thedailyreporter.com

MAKING IT RIGHT
After double checking totals, St. Charles Catholic

School reported the actual gross income (including
cash sponsors before Mardi Gras) to be $85,158. 
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DEATH NOTICES

Robert “Bob” Lee Worden
COLDWATER — Robert “Bob” Lee Worden, 87,

of Coldwater, passed away on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 7, 2018 at his home.

A graveside memorial service with military hon-
ors will be held at a later date at Ft. Custer National
Cemetery. The family is being cared for by Dutcher
Funeral Home in Coldwater.

CALENDAR

Sunday, 
Feb. 11, 2018
Entertainment
• "Escanaba in Da
Moonlight," 3 p.m. The
Sauk presents Jeff Daniel's
hysterical Yooper comedy
at the Sauk Theatre, 240 E.
Chicago in Jonesville. Visit
www.thesauk.org for more
information. This
production is sponsored by
the Hillsdale County Board
of Realtors.

Support Groups 
• AA Meeting: 1  and 8
p.m. meeting at 23 1/2 S.
Monroe St., Coldwater,
behind Shorty’s Barber
Shop. Message line at (517)
279-7776.
• We Do Recover group of
Narcotics Anonymous will
gather at 6 p.m. for a
meeting at 22 W. Pearl St.,
Suite 2, Coldwater. Call
(269) 841-7091 for more
information. This is an
open meeting.
• AA: 7 p.m. at St. Mary’s
School, 204 Albers Road.
• The Welcome Home
Group, 27 S. Manning,
Hillsdale, will be the site of
a Unity Service Recovery at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Call
(517) 437-3516 for more
information.
• Non-smoking AA at
10:30 a.m. and 8 p.m. in
the downstairs at the Hope
House, 401 W. Chicago,
Jonesville. 

Organizations |
Groups 
• The Branch County
Coalition Against Domestic
Violence, 220 N. Michigan
Ave., Coldwater, is
collecting old cell phones
to be recycled. For more
information, call (517) 278-
SAFE (7233).
• Breakfast at Montgomery
American Legion with
special menu or you can
order from the large menu
as well. 7:30 a.m. t0 10:30
a.m.

Local Libraries 
• The Branch District
Library 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.. For
more information, call (517)
278-2341.

Retail 
• ProMedica Coldwater
Regional Hospital  Lobby
Gift Shop is open from 12
p.m.to 4 p.m

Church Activities 
• The First Congregational
Church in Bronson: Open
Bible Study, 9 a.m.; Pre-
Worship Music, 10 a.m.,
Regular Traditional and
Contemporary Service,
10:30 a.m., and Coffee
Hour to follow.

Health Resources 
• Tai Chi class will be held
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the
First Congregational
Church in Union City. For
more information, call Deb
Geiger at (517) 741-7528.

Monday, 
Feb. 12, 2018
Support Groups 
• AA: Meeting at noon & 8
p.m. at 23 1/2 S. Monroe
St., Coldwater, behind
Shorty’s Barber Shop.
Message line at (517) 279-
7776.
• AA Closed: AA meeting
4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at
22 W. Pearl St.
• A pain and anxiety
program will take place
from noon to 1 p.m. Call
(732) 940-9658 for more
information.
• Men on a Mission -
Weekly sessions being
offered to male survivors of
domestic or sexual assault.
Sessions are free of charge
and are confidential, from
6:30 - 7:30 - p.m. at
Laura’s Place, 210 N.
Michigan Ave., Coldwater.
For more information call
517-278-7233 or email
bccadvcrisis@cbpu.com.

See, Calendar, Page A3

PUBLIC NOTICE

Branch Area Transit Authority
PROPOSED STATE AND FEDERAL SECTION

APPLICATION FOR
OPERATING AND CAPITAL ASSISTANCE

All citizens are advised that the Branch Area Transit
Authority has prepared an application for State of Michi-
gan financial assistance for fiscal year 2019, as required
under Act 51 of the Public Acts of 1951, as amended, and
for federal Section 5311 assistance as required under the
Federal Transit Act, as amended.

Branch Area Transit Authority is requesting $687,252
in state operating assistance for general public transit
services; $324,356 for Federal Section 5311 operating as-
sistance and $4,500 in RTAP funds; and $764,800 for the
following equipment and facility maintenance: Program
Section 5339- replace facility furnaces, phone system, fa-
cility roof, maintenance equipment and (8) buses.

The Branch Area Transit Authority ensures that the
level and quality of transportation service is provided
without regard to race, color, or national origin in accor-
dance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  For
more information regarding our Title VI obligations or to
file a complaint please contact us at the address given
below.

The proposed application is on file at Branch Area Tran-
sit Authority, 306 S. Clay Street, Coldwater, Michigan,
and may be reviewed during a 30-day period (February
12 – March 13, 2018), between the hours of 9am and
5pm.

Written comments regarding the application and/or writ-
ten requests for a public hearing to review the application
must be received by March 13, 2018.  If a hearing is re-
quested, notice of the scheduled date, time, and location
will be provided at least 10 days in advance.

Submittals should be mailed to Branch Area Transit Au-
thority, 306 S. Clay Street,   P O Box 979, Coldwater,
Michigan 49036.

VILLAGE OF QUINCY
NOTICE OF CLOSEOUT PUBLIC HEARING FOR

MICHIGAN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK
GRANT (CDBG) FUNDING FOR

WATER/SEWER IMPROVEMENTS

Village of Quincy will conduct a closeout public hearing
on February 20, 2018 at 5:30 PM at Quincy Village Hall
for the purpose of affording citizens an opportunity to
submit comments and receive a final report on the com-
pletion of the Water/Sewer Improvements CDBG grant.

The CDBG grant provided funding to assist in the re-
placement of water main, sidewalks, and reconstruction
of the roadway on Colfax, Fulton, E. Jefferson, and
Grove Streets; and the replacement of the South Main
Street Wastewater Lift Station.  The total project cost
was $1.511 million, with $1 million provided by the
Grant and the balance by the Village.   The CDBG proj-
ect benefitted at least 51% low to moderate income per-
sons and 0 people were displaced as a result of the
project.

Interested parties are invited to comment on the project
in person at the public hearing or in writing through
Monday, February 19 and addressed to Eric Zuzga, Vil-
lage Manager, 47 Cole Street, Quincy, MI 49082 or
eric.zuzga@quincy-mi.org. 

Citizen views and comments on the CDBG project are
welcome.

Tricia Rzepka, Clerk/Treasurer
517-639-9065, x12

Linda S. Frederick
COLDWATER — Linda S. Frederick, 69, of Cold-

water, passed away Monday, January 29, 2018 at
ProMedica Coldwater Regional Hospital.

A private memorial service will be held at a later
date.  The family is being cared for by Dutcher Fu-
neral Home in Coldwater.

2 collections on display at BDL
Vintage Valentine’s and a wooden box collection belonging to Lynell Eash will be on display through February.
COURTESY PHOTO

For The Daily Reporter

COLDWATER — The
vintage Valentine’s col-
lection of the late Amos
Hostetler and the wood-
en box collection of his

granddaughter Lynell
Eash will be on display at
the Coldwater branch of
the Branch District Li-
brary through the month
of February. 

Hostetler taught in
one room schools in La-

Grange County from the
1920s - 1950s. These
were cards given to him
by his students, some
were handmade. Eash
found them in the attic
when her family moved
to the family farm in

Emma.
The wooden boxes

started with the little
one from Deer Forest she
bought when her family
visited, when Eash was a
fifth grader.

Daddy-Daughter Dance
READER CALL OUT

Andrew Craig and Piper Craig attended the
Daddy/Daughter dance held by Quincy’s JPO on
Saturday Feb. 3, 2018. They enjoyed dinner, dancing,
and night full of fun.  COURTESY PHOTO

Leutheuser applauds
Hillsdale court officials

HILLSDALE — Legislation introduced by state
Rep. Eric Leutheuser after hearing about an issue
making it difficult to staff a drug treatment facility
for local youth was recently signed into law by Gov.
Rick Snyder. Leutheuser said Hillsdale County Pro-
bate Judge Michelle Bianchi and Juvenile Court Ad-
ministrator Megan Stiverson approached him re-
garding the issue last year. Because the facility in
question is operated by the Hillsdale County Juve-
nile Drug Court, even part-time direct care workers
must currently have at least two years of work ex-
perience or 30 college credit hours.

Leutheuser, right, is joined by Hillsdale County
Juvenile Court Administrator Megan Stiverson, left,
and Probate Judge Michelle Bianchi. COURTESY PHOTO


