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October 19, 2017, via email: 
 
From: Jimmy L. Emory 
To: Linda Lyshol 
Subject: Theodore Roosevelt  
 
Ms. Linda Lyshol	
Branch County Library Director 
Coldwater, Mi.  
 
Ma’am  
 
Was in attendance today at the presentation put on by Mr. Gib Young as Theodore 
Roosevelt. Was very impressed and entertained. Thank you for such programs that 
are a continuing learning experience.  
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Abigail Kosachuk made a displayof Protestant Reformation items in the display
case at the Coldwater branch of the Branch District Library. The items will be on
display through November. COURTESY PHOTO
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MAKING IT RIGHT
In the Saturday, October 14 edition of The Daily 
Reporter, the story about the Branch County Demo-
cratic Party Levin Dinner; Attorney General candidate
Pat Miles actually said as AG he would shut down 
Enbridge Energy Line 5 beneath the Straits of 
Mackinac, immediately. He does not believe in making
it “safe,” he believes in using the authority of the AG’s
office to shut it down immediately. 
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KCC to host 2nd annual
Halloween event Oct. 26
For The Daily Reporter

BATTLE CREEK — Kellogg Community College in-
vites kids and their parents to an evening of free trick-
or-treating and Halloween fun during KCC's second
annual, award-winning Bruin Boo! event on campus
in October.

Bruin Boo! is a family-friendly free event for kids
of all ages that will be held from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Oct. 26, on KCC's campus at 450 North Ave.,
Battle Creek.

During the event, KCC students and employees
alike will be dressed to impress in their Halloween
best to hand out candy to community trick-or-treaters
at more than two dozen stations in the halls at KCC.
In addition to trick-or-treating, Bruin Boo! activities
will include:

•Halloween games and activities led by KCC's Early
Childhood Education students

•Tours of the ambulance used to train KCC's Emer-
gency Medical Services students

•The opportunity to have custom jack-o'-lanterns
carved onsite by students in KCC's Tech Club

•Halloween-themed coloring pages designed by
KCC's Graphic Design students

•Appearances from KCC mascot Blaze and Post's
Sugar Bear

•The opportunity to get autographs from student-
athletes from all of KCC's athletics teams

•Face painting
•A photo booth provided by BC Vision
•Healthy snacks provided by Bronson Battle Creek
Activities to get kids moving provided by Operation

Fit
•And much more.
The inaugural Bruin Boo! event, held last fall, was

awarded the first-place Gold Medallion Award in the
Communications Success Story or Community Rela-
tions Campaign category of the National Council for
Marketing and Public Relations' annual Medallion
Awards competition earlier this month.

OBITUARY CALENDAR

Billy E. Doherty 1924-2017

COLDWATER — Billy E.
Doherty, 93, of Coldwater,
passed away Tuesday, Oc-
tober 17, 2017 at Grand
Vista Assisted Living.

A graveside service for
burial of ashes will be held
Monday, October 23, 2017
at 1 p.m.  at Gardens of
Memory Cemetery in
Muncie, IN.  A lakeside cel-
ebration of life will be held
at a later date.  Arrange-
ments are being cared for by
Dutcher Funeral Home in
Coldwater.

Billy was born February 12, 1924 in Fairmount Twp.,
IN to Wilson and Gladys (Smith) Doherty. His father
died when he was very young and was raised by his step-
father Edsil Daily. Billy served in the US Army and was a
veteran of WWII where he had proudly earned many
awards and medals including the Purple Heart.  He mar-
ried Annajene Dowling on August 21, 1949 in Muncie,
IN.

Mr. Doherty worked in law enforcement from 22
years, retiring from Delaware County Sheriff Depart-
ment as Chief Deputy.

He was a member of the Masonic Lodge #433, Moose
Lodge #33, DAV and the Indiana Sheriff Association.
Billy relocated to the Coldwater, MI area after his retire-
ment where he enjoyed lake life and the many water ac-
tivities that go with it. He enjoyed working on construc-
tion projects and keeping busy as a handyman. Billy
most of all enjoyed the time he spent with his family.

Billy is survived by his wife Jene, his son Dave (Cindy)
Doherty of Muncie, IN, his grandchildren Jason (Lind-
say) Doherty of Fishers, IN, Carrie (Tony) Huffman of
Redkey, IN, his great grandchildren Ellia, Riley and Ja-
cob Doherty and Ethan Huffman.  He was preceded in
death by his sister Colene Doherty and is now reunited
with his son Danny Doherty. Memorials may be directed
to the charity of one’s choice.

www.dutcherfh.com

RECORD | AREA
Friday, 
Oct. 20, 2017

Support Groups 
• AA: Meeting at noon, 5
p.m. and at 8 p.m. at 23
1/2 S. Monroe St., Cold-
water, behind Shorty’s
Barber Shop.
• We Do Recover group of
Narcotics Anonymous will
gather at 6 p.m. for a
meeting at 22 W. Pearl St.,
Suite 2, Coldwater. Call
(269) 841-7091 for more
information. This is an
open meeting.
• Alcoholics for Christ, 11
a.m. at Genesis Church,
54 N. Hudson St., Coldwa-
ter. Christ Centered 12
Step Groups for Recov-
ered & Families.
• AA Closed: AA meeting
4:30 p.m. -5:30 p.m. at 22
W. Pearl St.
• We Do Recover group of
Narcotics Anonymous will
gather at 6 p.m. for a
meeting at 22 W. Pearl St.,
Suite 2, Coldwater. Call
(269) 841-7091 for more
information.
• Reformers Unanimous
Addiction Program will
gather at 7 p.m. at the Cal-
vary Baptist Church, 770
E. Chicago Rd., Quincy.
Call (517) 639-4239 for
more information.
• AA: 8 p.m. at Union City
Wesleyan Church.
• Non-smoking AA at 9
a.m. in the downstairs at
the Hope House, 401 W.
Chicago, Jonesville. 

Organizations |
Groups
• Knights of Columbus
Fish Fry. Serving from 5
p.m. until ??? Family style
dining. Wheechair accessi-
ble through rear entrance.
Take out available. Dinners
in or take out $9; Fish only
take out $11; children 5 to
10 $3.50; children four
and under free. Serving
pollack. Michigan pull tab
games available. 
• BCCADV Teen 
Spotlight, 4 p.m. at the
Coldwater Recreation
Center. For more informa-
tion call 517-278-SAFE or
email
bccadvcrisis@cbpu.com. 
• The Branch County

Coalition Against Domes-
tic Violence, 220 N. Michi-
gan Ave., Coldwater, is
collecting old cell phones
to be recycled. For more
information, call (517)
278-SAFE (7233).
• The Friendship Center,
155 S. Monroe St., Cold-
water, is open from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call 517-227-5104.

Family 
Resources 
• Branch ISD Community
Playgroup, 10 a.m. - 11
a.m., Jennings Elemen-
tary School, 44 East lib-
erty Street, Quincy. More
information call 517-279-
0033.
• Branch ISD Community
Playgroup, 1 p.m. - 2:30
p.m., Chicago Street
School, 501 East Chicago
Street, Bronson. More in-
formation call 517-279-
0033.

Retail 
• The Community Health
Center of Branch County
Lobby Gift Shop is open
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• The Habitat for Hu-
manity Resale Store, lo-
cated in the former
Walters Building Supply
buildings on US-12 be-
tween Coldwater and
Quincy, will be open from
3-7 p.m.
• Habitat for Humanity
has a Nu-Wool trailer for
newspaper and phone
book recycling at Need-
ham Floors (the former
Albright building) on M-
60, Union City.

Health 
Resources 
• WIC, 570 Marshall Rd.,
Coldwater, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
517-279-9561.
• Dr. Robert Browne
Aquatic Center - 9 a.m. -
10 a.m. Water Aerobics in
warm water pool. Cost is
$5 for members and $8
for non-members. Dis-
count passes available for
purchase as well.
• Walk for ME will meet
at Heritage Park in Cold-
water. Call (517) 781-6499
for more information.

See CALENDAR, page A3

obits@thedailyreporter.com

Serving your family with
quality service & selection

for over 93 years!
www.facklermonument.com

Family Owned & Operated By Andrea Roerig

411 West Main Street • Montpelier, OH
1-800-272-5588

Since 1924

Member Since 1988

Protestant Reformation items on display BRIEF

COLDWATER

If The Shoe Fits
opens Friday

Tibbits Young Audi-
ences  presents the
play If the Shoe Fits, a
modern twist of the
story of Cinderella,
written by Karen
Woodford.  

Prince Owen, from
the Kingdom of
Kravitz, is ready to go
to college and study
computers, but instead
he must attend his
graduation ball and
choose a bride.  All of
the eligible girls in the
kingdom will be there,
including the Royal
Fan Club.  

Showtimes are 7
p.m. Friday and Satur-
day and 2 p.m. Sunday.
All tickets are $5, gen-
eral admission.
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COLDWATER — The
Coldwater Noon Rotary
Club’s highest honor
for members is the Paul
Harris Award, and this
year’s recipient was an-
nounced at a banquet
this past weekend.

The latest to be rec-
ognized by the club is
Dan Taylor, who
stepped forward Satur-
day night as a Paul Har-
ris fellow in the annual
event for the award,
named for the founder
of Rotary International. 

Taylor is the 51st
member of Noon Rotary
to accept the honor,
which brings a donation
of $1,000 from the club
in Taylor’s name to the
Coldwater Rotary
Foundation.

Taylor is a 15-year

member of the club and
served as president for
the 2013-14 year while
also being a key con-
tributor in various roles
to the popular annual
Rotary variety show. 

Taylor has been
equally active in the
community as a board
member of the United
Way and Chamber of
Commerce, as well as
the finance and foun-
dation boards of the
First Baptist Church in
Coldwater.

Taylor is vice presi-
dent of sales at Infin-
isource in Coldwater. 

It was déjà vu for
Taylor. In 2014, he
presented the Paul
Harris medal to Kevin
Sheppard, who spoke
Saturday night and in-

troduced his longtime
friend at the award cer-
emony.   

The Coldwater Noon
Rotary Club maintains
its tradition of choosing
their award winners

based on merit and
community service
while other Rotary
Clubs allow their mem-
bers to purchase their
Paul Harris Fellow-
ships.
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MAKING IT RIGHT
The Daily Reporter values accuracy. If you see an 

inaccuracy, please bring it to our attention so we can
set the record straight. Call (517) 278-2318 or email 

newsroom@thedailyreporter.com.
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DEATH NOTICES

Kenneth D. Craven
BURLINGTON TOWNSHIP — Kenneth D.

Craven, 79, of Burlington Township, passed away
on Friday, November 3, 2017 at home.

A funeral will be held on Thursday, November 9,
2017 at 3 PM at Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation in
Union City. Visitation will be from 1-3 PM on
Thursday, November 9, 2017, also at Lighthouse:
www.lighthousefuneral.com

CALENDAR  Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2017

RECORD | AREA
Support groups 
• AA: closed meeting at
noon and 8 p.m. at 23 1/2
S. Monroe St., Coldwater,
behind Shorty’s Barber
Shop. Message line at
(517) 279-7776.
• AA Closed: AA meeting
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. at
22 W. Pearl St.
• We Do Recover group of
Narcotics Anonymous will
gather at 6 p.m. for a
meeting at 22 W. Pearl St.,
Suite 2, Coldwater. Call
(269) 841-7091 for more
information. This is an
open meeting.
• Women’s Support Group
for Domestic Violence -
Meets 5 to 6:30 p.m. at
Laura’s Place, 210 N.
Michigan Ave., Coldwater.
Childcare provided. For
more information call
278-SAFE or email bccad-
vcrisis@cbpu.com.
• Celebrate Recovery
meets at the Church of
Christ in Bronson, 718 E.
Chicago Rd., Bronson, 6
p.m. 
• A Pain and Anxiety pro-
gram will take place from
7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Call (732)
940-9658 for more infor-
mation.
• God’s Choice meets
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at
the Coldwater Free
Methodist Church. For
more information call
(517) 617-8933 or (517)
617-2777.
• AA: closed meeting 8
p.m. at Union City Con-
gregational Church.
• AA Open at 6 p.m. at
Union Church on Fulton
Street, Quincy. 
• Non-smoking AA at 9
a.m. in the downstairs at
the Hope House, 401 W.
Chicago, Jonesville. 

Organizations
• St. John's Lutheran
Church, corner of Fifth
and Main in Burr Oak, will
be having a Soup Supper
from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 
• The Humane Society of
Branch County monthly
meeting will be held at the
Branch County Communi-
cations Building at 6:30
p.m. For more information
call the shelter at (517)
639-4426. 
• Bronson Chamber of
Commerce meeting, Con-
gregational Church in

Bronson at 6 p.m.
• Fatherhood Involvement
Program for dads and
dads to be. Call for ap-
pointment at (517) 278-
3355 or visit Beginnings
Care.com.
• The  Friendship Center,
155 S. Monroe St., Coldwa-
ter, is open from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (517) 227-5104.

Entertainment 
• Reading Area Chamber
of Commerce Cruise-In
from 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. in the
City parking lot behind
the post office.  (Through
Labor Day)
• The Branch County
Community Chorus is
seeking new membership.
For more information, call
(269) 965-3931, ext.
2566.

Health resources 
• WIC, 570 Marshall Rd.,
Coldwater, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
517-279-9561.
• The Arthritis Aquatic
Class will take place from
8:30-9:30 a.m. or 12-1
p.m. at the Community
Health Center of Branch
County. Call (517) 279-
5457 for more informa-
tion.
• Take Off Pounds Sensi-
bly (TOPS) Chapter will
be gathering at the United
Way Building, 87 Marshall
St., Coldwater, with
weigh-in set for 5:30 p.m.
and a meeting at 6 p.m.
For more information, call
(517) 677-9205.

Family resources
•Branch ISD Community
Playgroup, 10 a.m. - 11:30
a.m., CHC Community
Care & Conference Cen-
ter, 370 East Chicago
Street, Ste. 400. More in-
formation call 517-279-
0033.
• Beginnings Care for Life
Center, 213 Marshall St.,
Coldwater, is open from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Business
hours are from 1-4 p.m.
• Boy Scout Troop 433 will
meet at 7 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church, Coldwa-
ter. Any boys age 12 and
up are welcome to come
to the meeting.
• Boy Scout Troop 469
meets every Tuesday at 7

See CALENDAR, page A3

obits@thedailyreporter.com

BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY
FIRST NOTICE OF

2018 BUDGET HEARING
November 20, 2017

5:30 P.M.
Coldwater Branch Library

10 E. Chicago St., Coldwater, MI 49036
TAKE NOTICE: On November 20, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. at
the Coldwater Branch Library, 10 E. Chicago St.,
Coldwater, MI, the Branch District Library Board shall
conduct a public hearing on its proposed 2018 budget of
estimated revenues and expenditures.

The property tax millage rate proposed to be
levied to support the proposed budget will be a
subject of this hearing.

Copies of the budget are available for public inspection at
the entrance to the Library Headquarters, 10 East Chicago
Street, Coldwater, and at each branch location – Algansee,
Bronson, Quincy, Sherwood, and Union City, or on our
website: https://www.branchdistrictlibrary.org/budgets

Careful attention given to investing 
since 1854.
Although the world has changed dramatically since 1854, our mission has not.  
Hilliard Lyons was founded on a pledge to “pay special attention to investing 
money.”  The opportunities and outcomes are much different than they were 
nearly 160 years ago, but the promise is not.

Securities offered through J.J.B. Hilliard, W.L. Lyons, LLC | Member NYSE, FINRA & SIPC | ©2007-2013

Tod Dally, CWA®
First Vice President | Financial Consultant
387 North Willowbrook Road | Suite E
Coldwater, MI 49036 | 517.278.4333 | 800.211.5257

Pamela L. (Kidney) Hankins
UNION CITY — Pamela L. (Kidney) Hankins, 39,

of Union City passed away on Friday November 3,
2017 at Rose Arbor Hospice Residents in Kalamazoo.

A memorial service celebrating the life of Pam will
take place at 1:00 P.M. on Wednesday November 8,
2017 at Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation in Union
City. Pastor Marty Burdick from the Union City
Wesleyan Church will officiate. 

www.lighthousefuneral.com

Dan Taylor accepts the Rotary Paul Harris Award from fellow Rotarian Kevin Sheppard at the Coldwater
Noon Rotary Club's award ceremony on Oct. 28. COLDWATER NOON ROTARY PHOTO

Taylor named Rotary
Club Paul Harris Fellow

We Welcome
New Subscribers!

Call Now to Subscribe 
517-278-2318
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AREA

For The Daily Reporter

BRANCH COUNTY —
The Director, staff, and
Trustees of the Branch
District Public Library are
developing a new strate-
gic plan that will set the
course for the library’s
future over the next three
to five years and will en-
sure that it continues to
meet the evolving needs
of the community. 

As part of the process, a
planning committee made
up of library board mem-
bers, staff, and communi-
ty members will be con-
ducting one-on-one in-
terviews with various
community leaders to
discover what kind of
community they want to
live in, and how the li-
brary can help. 

Additionally, the library
will be conducting 10
community conversa-
tions, facilitated by staff

from the Midwest Collab-
orative for Library Serv-
ices. 

Library Director, Linda
Lyshol, said, “We are
inviting the public to at-
tend any of these conver-
sations, where we’ll ask
community members to
share your hopes and as-
pirations for the commu-
nity. We’ll use this infor-
mation to link community
needs to the library’s fu-
ture service priorities.”

THE LIBRARY’S 
COMMUNITY 

CONVERSATIONS — THE
PUBLIC IS INVITED TO
ATTEND MORE THAN

ONE — 
•Algansee, 2:15-4:15

p.m.,Saturday, Nov. 18 at
the Township Hall, 378 S.
Ray Quincy Road, Quin-
cy;

•Bronson, 6-8 p.m.,
Tuesday, Nov. 28  at the
Township Hall (Bronson
library basement);

•Coldwater,  10 a.m. to

12 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.,
Tuesday, Nov. 14 at the
Township Hall, 319
Sprague Road, Coldwa-
ter;

•Sherwood, 10 a.m. to
12 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 2
Township Hall, 548 N.
Main St., Sherwood;

•Quincy, 10 a.m. to 12
p.m. and 6-8 p.m.,
Wednesday, Nov. 15 at
the Township Hall (Quin-
cy library basement) and

•Union City, 6-8 p.m.,
Thursday, Dec. 16  at the
library, 195 N. Broadway
St., Union City. 

The conversations will
last approximately two
hours each. 

Refreshments will be
served. 

Members of the public
planning to attend should
reserve a spot by calling
the library at (517) 278-
2341, ext. 110 or by email-
ing Gina Horn,
horng@branchdistrictli-
brary.org.

Plan for the future with 
the Branch District Library

 

  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

APEAZ IS AN FDA OTC COMPLAINT DRUG NDC # 57483-001-04 APPROVED FOR THE RELIEF OF PAIN FROM MUSCLES AND 
JOINTS INCLUDING ARTHRITIS PAIN. ALLERVARX STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FDA. ALLERVARX IS 

NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE, OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE AND IS NOT A DRUG. RESULTS MAY VARY.
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Final Bruins Give Back volunteer
event of the fall semester is Dec. 1

BATTLE CREEK —  The
third and final Bruins Give
Back volunteer service
event of Kellogg Commu-
nity College's Fall 2017 se-
mester will be held from 9
a.m. to noon Friday, Dec.
1, at three locations in Battle
Creek, including two Habi-
tat for Humanity sites.

A campus-wide service
initiative of the College's
Service-Learning office,
Bruins Gives Back brings
KCC students and employ-
ees together in service
through volunteering at lo-
cations in and around Battle
Creek. Volunteers for the

Dec. 1 event can choose to
serve at one of the following
locations:

The Habitat for Human-
ity ReStore, where volun-
teers will help prepare and
organize donations for
Christmas.

A Habitat for Humanity
build site, where volunteers
will help with general labor
tasks such as painting, small
home repairs, cleaning, etc. 

KCC's Regional Manu-
facturing Technology Cen-
ter campus, where volun-
teers will help prepare the
lights for Binder Park Zoo's
ZooLights holiday displays.

Bruins Give Back is held
from 9 a.m. to noon on Fri-
days up to three times per
semester, and past events
have been located at ele-
mentary schools, commu-
nity gardens and at various
locations on campus at
KCC, to name a few.

All KCC students and
employees are invited to
serve at this and future Bru-
ins Give Back events.

For more information
about Bruins Give Back and
other service-learning ini-
tiatives at KCC, visit
www.kellogg.edu/service-
learning.
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FREE LLIVE MMUSICKARAOKE WEDNESDAY'S AT 8PMWITH BRENT COLE FRIDAY, NNOVEMBER 117Dani Jamerson Returns 8pmSATURDAY, NNOVEMBER 118Bittersweet Nites 8:30pm

DON’T MISSTHOSE 3 GUYSTHE NIGHT BEFORE THANKSGIVINGAT 8PM

SMOKED TURKEY DINNER WITHALL THE FIXIN’S IS BACK!!

UGLY SWEATERPARTYDECEMBER 8TH

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Daniel
Soto, 28, wanted the per-
sonal protection order
p l a c e d
against him
by a 14-
y e a r - o l d
relative lift-
ed at a
T u e s d a y
hearing in
B r a n c h
County Cir-
cuit Court.

Instead, Soto was arrest-
ed and charged with at-

Soto
arrested
for
stalking
teen

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — The
Branch County Commission
continues on its path toward
approving changes in the
Community
Health Cen-
ter of
B r a n c h
County or-
ganization
to pave the
way for the
Jan. 1, 2018,
sale to
ProMedica
Health Systems of Toledo.

On Tuesday, long-time
CHC employee Terry
LaPratt continued asking
commissioners to halt the
current plans for the sale
because it will mean 32 em-
ployees must wait until age
65 to retire. 

LaPratt said the affected
employees were not notified

Complaints
about CHC
sale, pensions
continue

TRAVELING TALES

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com 

COLDWATER — Kids
Place of the Coldwater
branch of the Branch District
Library recently traveled to
Kenya as part of “Traveling
Tales,” the library’s collabo-
ration with the Kiwanis Club
of Coldwater.

Throughout the year, the
Kiwanis Club sponsors the
Traveling Tales events, al-
lowing local children to learn
about different countries. 

Nearly 20 youth learned
about the African country of

Children attending the Traveling Tales event held recently at the Coldwater branch of the Branch Dis-
trict Library were able to see clothing and other items worn in Kenya. COURTESY PHOTO

Library takes young
patrons on ‘trip’ to Kenya

By Rosalie Currier
rcurrier@sturgisjournal.com

BRONSON — After 136
years of service to the com-
munity, the final issue of
the Bronson Journal is hot
off the presses today. 

Daniel D. Wagget started
the Bronson Journal in 1881
after other newspapers in
town had closed down.

Not all issues are on mi-
crofilm at the Bronson
Branch of the Branch Dis-
trict Library, but a four-
page torn copy from May
1884, shows a publication
filled mostly with adver-
tisements, legal notices and
obituaries. There were no

photos and only one po-
litical cartoon.

Over the years, the pub-
lication grew. It was a
thriving publication under
editor and publisher, the
late Ray Smith. 

In June 1955, 28-year old
Smith purchased the Jour-
nal. He served the com-
munity faithfully until
1992, when at the age of
65, he sold the Journal to
Scott McGraw.

In his last column as
owner, printed March 26,
1992, Smith wrote, “I con-
sider myself to the be the
luckiest of men. I have al-
ways enjoyed my work,

Bronson Journal ceases publication with today’s edition

Various foods popular in Kenya were served to local youth attending
the Traveling Tales event held recently at the Coldwater branch of the
Branch District Library . COURTESY PHOTO

Above, the Jan. 2, 1891, edition of the Bronson Journal. AMANDA VANAUKER PHOTO

Soto

LOCAL
COLDWATER

Ladies Day
today at Kiess

Kiess Jewelry will
host a Ladies Day event
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
today at the store, lo-
cated at 53 W. Chicago
St., Coldwater.

Ladies can shop
throughout the day and
fill out a wish list. Staff
will then let the guests’
spouses know what is
on the list.

Guests can mingle,
eat, shop and laugh
during the event. Door
prizes will be awarded
every hour, with the
grand prize being a
$500 gift certificate. 

BRONSON

Fill the Sleigh 5K
set for Dec. 2

The American Legion
Post 259, 131 York St.,
Bronson, will host a
“Fill the Sleigh 5K”
starting with registra-
tion at 8 a.m. on Dec. 2. 

Bring an unwrapped
toy to help fill the
sleigh. Santa and Mrs.
Claus will be on site for
pictures. Early dona-
tions will be accepted
Nov. 27 and Nov. 29
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at
the Legion. 

The event is open to
people of all ages.

For more informa-
tion, visit the event’s
Facebook page.

LANSING

SOS offices to
close for holiday

Secretary of State
Ruth Johnson reminds
residents that all of-
fices and the Office of
the Great Seal will be
closed in observance of
the Thanksgiving holi-
day.

All offices will be
closed on Nov. 23 and
Nov. 24, and
SUPER!Centers will be
closed on Nov. 25.   

Licenses and plates
that expire on a day
when state offices are
closed, such as a holi-
day or weekend, can be
renewed the following
business day without
penalty.

Most people renew-
ing license plates, dri-
ver’s licenses and ID
cards can do business
online or by mail. 
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tempted accosting of the
14-year-old boy for im-
moral purposes, a two-
year high court misde-
meanor.

The Hillsdale resident
was released on a $5,000
bond and will be ar-
raigned next month in
Branch County District
Court. One condition of
the bond is that he have
no contact with the boy
or his family. 

The inter-family dis-
pute began when Soto
and his mother moved to
the area and began asso-
ciating with family again.

Soto was at the teen’s
home on between eight
to 10 occasions “subtlety
grooming” him until
March 26, when they
were alone together. 

According to the prob-
able cause affidavit, Soto
allegedly told the teen, “I
would like to have sex
with you. I wouldn’t do
it unless you were into
it.”

The teen told his par-
ents who called Child
Protective Services, and
Michigan State Police be-
gan an investigation.

Soto told the trooper
that the teen was flirting
with him and he thought

there was a serious pro-
posal. 

The teen said the inci-
dent gave him night-
mares. He filed for the
PPO.

After it was ordered,
the teen claimed Soto —
who, along with his
mother, attended the
same church — began
looking at him in strange
ways.

The teen said he did
nothing to encourage the
contact. He wrote in his
petition that Soto had “a
creepy homosexual crush
on me. He thought I was
into it.”

The teen and his family
also said a certified letter
was sent to them on Oct.
11 made to look like it was
from an attorney. It de-
manded the PPO and its
allegations be retracted
because it “defamed”
Soto. 

The teen replied that
the petition made Soto
look like “a pedophile
stalker, which he is.”

The teen said there
would be no retraction
because the allegations
are true. 

Branch County Circuit
Court Judge Bill O’Grady
continued the PPO for six
months to allow the crim-
inal case to work itself
through the court sys-
tem.

by CHC until last Friday,
after news reports of his
Thursday board appearance
raised the issue. 

“These are 32 people who
have names and faces,”
LaPratt said, not just num-
bers as part of the sales con-
tract. He claimed the change
was unfair and against the
promises made when the
county changed retirement
programs.

In order to make the tran-
sition seamless, the legis-
lature and governor ap-
proved a change in the or-
ganization from county-
owned to a not-for-profit,
allowing ProMedica to step
in as CHC’s owner without
having to apply for new per-
mits and certifications. 

The Joinder Transaction
does not require a new tax
ID number, so there is not
a separation of service per
IRS guidelines. The Michi-
gan Employees Retirement
System program said this
does not mean new employ-
ers for staff, so employees
cannot receive early retire-
ment at age 60. 

The county converted to
MERS from the private John
Hancock pension in 2014.
MERS allowed age 60 re-
tirement if the employee
ceased to work for the coun-
ty, unlike the prior plan
which required age 65. 

Girard Township resident
Tom Stober questioned the
financial effect. A study
done at the time of the age
reduction showed the
change increased the liabil-
ity for the county due to
early pay outs. The number
was $4.5 million for all em-
ployees, a majority of whom
are from CHC. 

LaPratt said if the 32 em-
ployees got just got $1,000
per month for the five years,
it would equal only $1.92
million.

“I don’t know where this
other money comes from,”
he said. 

Not taken into account
by LaPratt is the money
earned on the funds com-
pounded and not paid out
to early retirees. 

Two hospital employees
are eligible for the early re-
tirement — CHC President
Randy DeGroot and Chief
Clinical Officer Mary Rose
— who stopped working for
CHC when the county
signed a management
agreement with ProMedica.
They have been employees
of the Toledo hospital since
February 2016 and leased
back to CHC. 

The third employee is
Chief Financial Officer Con-
nie Downs, who came later
and was never a CHC em-
ployee. 

County commissioners
will take up the issues again
on Nov. 21 at its work ses-
sion. A decision on approv-
ing the documents for the
changes will come Nov. 28
so ProMedica can take over
on Jan. 1, 2018.

found it to be challenging
and rewarding and am
happy to retire before
someone says, ‘Gosh, I
wish he would hang it
up.’”

That never happened,
and community members
still miss Smith, remem-
bering him fondly. Re-
gardless of how forceful
his columns, “Rayvings”
were, those who remem-
ber Smith all mention him
as mild mannered, but in-
fluential.

“He was very soft spo-
ken, intelligent, profes-
sional — a classic business
owner,” said Bronson City
Clerk Karen Smith.

Walter Hyska of Bron-
son agreed. 

“Ray was a good man.
He knew how to run the
paper,” Hyska said.

“Ray was an excellent
journalist,” said Charles
Bell. “He was extremely
fair in his reporting.”

Parents would buy
yearly subscriptions to the
Bronson Journal for their
far-flung offspring be-
cause any town news for
the week was in the pa-
per.

After a decade, McGraw
sold the Bronson Journal
to GateHouse Media in
2002.

The Daily Reporter has
been responsible for con-
tent and layout of the
Bronson Journal since
2002, but declining sub-
scriptions has made it
necessary for Gatehouse
to discontinue its publi-
cation. 

“It is with great sadness
that we close this chapter
of the Bronson Journal’s
long and colorful history,”
said Bronson Journal In-
terim Publisher Paul
McArthur. “We are grate-
ful for the readers and ad-
vertisers who have sup-
ported journalism in our
community. I am person-
ally humbled by the calls
and emails I have received

since we made this diffi-
cult announcement. Trust
that we will continue to
promote the Bronson
community and news
through the Coldwater

Daily Reporter and Sturgis
Journal. And, we hope that
you will continue to send
us news and events you
would like to see pub-
lished.”

Thursday, November 16, 2017
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Forecast for Coldwater
LOCAL ALMANAC MICHIGAN FORECAST

SUN & MOON

REGIONAL CITIES

The patented AccuWeather.com Real-
Feel Temperature® is an exclusive index 
of effective temperature based on eight 
weather factors. Weather (W): s–sunny, pc–partly cloudy, c–cloudy, sh–showers, t–thunderstorms, r–rain, sf–snow flurries, sn–snow, i–ice

CITY HI/LO/W HI/LO/W

Shown is today’s weather. 
Temperatures are today’s 
highs and tonight’s lows.

CITY HI/LO/W HI/LO/W CITY HI/LO/W HI/LO/W

New First Full Last

Dec 10Dec 3Nov 26Nov 18

Statistics through 5 p.m. yesterday

Precip. 24 hrs. through 5 p.m. yest. 0.33”
High / Low temperatures 46° / 40°

 Today Friday
Sunrise 7:31 a.m. 7:32 a.m.
Sunset 5:18 p.m. 5:17 p.m.
Moonrise 5:27 a.m. 6:27 a.m.
Moonset 4:46 p.m. 5:17 p.m.

©2017; forecasts and 
graphics provided by

TODAY

Clouds giving way 
to some sun 41°

HIGH:

RealFeel: 35° 

TONIGHT

Increasing 
cloudiness

LOW:
29°

RealFeel: 29°

FRIDAY

Cloudy, a little rain 
in the afternoon LOW: 40°

HIGH: 44°

RealFeel: 38° / 30°

HIGH:
LOW: 31°

Cloudy and windy 
with rain tapering 
off

49°
SATURDAY

RealFeel: 37° / 21°

HIGH:
LOW: 27°

Morning fl urries; 
mostly cloudy, 
colder

35°
SUNDAY

RealFeel: 27° / 23°

HIGH:
LOW: 33°

Partly sunny and not 
as cold

43°
MONDAY

RealFeel: 38° / 27°

 TODAY FRI.

Adrian 42/27/c 45/40/c
Ann Arbor 41/24/c 44/37/c
Bad Axe 38/23/pc 40/37/c
Battle Creek 41/28/c 45/39/r
Bay City 40/26/c 42/37/r
Benton Harbor 42/30/pc 46/40/r
Chicago 41/33/pc 44/42/r
Cleveland 43/31/r 48/43/pc
Columbus 44/28/pc 50/43/pc
Fort Wayne 43/29/pc 48/41/c
Gary 42/33/pc 46/44/r
Green Bay 38/29/pc 42/35/r
Houghton Lake 35/21/c 38/34/r
Indianapolis 43/29/pc 49/43/c
Ironwood 31/26/pc 38/27/c

 TODAY FRI.  TODAY FRI.

Kalamazoo 41/28/pc 44/39/r
Kokomo 41/29/pc 47/44/r
Lapeer 40/23/c 42/39/c
Milwaukee 41/33/pc 45/40/r

Pontiac 40/26/c 42/38/c
South Bend 41/29/pc 44/39/r
Sturgis 41/30/pc 44/40/r
Toledo 44/28/c 47/41/c

Muskegon

Saginaw

Traverse City

Cheboygan

Marquette

Flint

Sault Ste. Marie

Escanaba
Iron River

Detroit

Lansing

Alpena

42/30

41/27

36/26

41/29

34/21

28/22

41/24

32/18

34/25

Grand Rapids
41/28

43/27

41/27

36/20

Coldwater

30/22
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911 LOG

Tuesday,
Nov. 14, 2017
• Parking complaint, 100
block of Compton St.,
2:30 a.m.
• Car/deer accident, 500
block of W. Southern Rd.,
6:56 a.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 200 block of Bullock
Rd., 9:43 a.m.
• Property damage acci-

dent, 700 block of E.
Chicago St., 2:06 p.m.
• Hit and run accident,
400 block of S. Clay St.,
4:48 p.m.
• Car/deer accident, 900
block of Jonesville Rd.,
6:04 p.m.
• Shots fired complaint,
1000 block of Burbank
Rd., 8:46 p.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent, 800 block of State
Rd., 9:58 p.m.

JAIL COMMITMENTS

Tuesday,
Nov. 14, 2017
• Bryan Hartford Yearty,
warrant — failure to ap-
pear, driving while license
suspended, improper
plate.
• Mark Alan Boykins,
probation violation.

• Daniel Michael Soto,
warrant — attempted chil-
dren-accosting for im-
moral purposes.

The Branch County Sher-
iff’s Office reported one
property damage acci-
dent and a jail population
of 139 inmates, with 114
males and 25 females.

FORECAST

Kenya from Robyn
Moore, a pediatric nurse
practitioner from Kin-
shasa, the capital and
the largest city of the
Democratic Republic of
the Congo. 

“(Moore) shared facts
about the country, intro-
duced the language along
with other Kenyan cus-
toms,” Linda Dull of Kids
Place said. “The group
also participated in sev-
eral art projects based on
Kenyan stamps.

“They enjoyed tasting
Wali (coconut rice),
Chapati (fried bread)
along with various com-
mon fruits of the coun-
try,” Dull added. “They

washed it all down with
mango juice.”

Kiwanis Club mem-
bers Mark and Jan Ott
and Terry Tomlinson at-
tended the event, as well
as Erick and Amie Otero

of Coldwater, who
helped provide the food
and some artifacts and
clothing from Kenya. 

Kids will have the
chance to travel to Bel-
gium in May. 

TALES
From Page A1

Michigan State Police Trooper Brandon Oaks takes
Daniel Soto into custody in Branch County Circuit
Court Tuesday. DON REID PHOTO

CUSTER TOWNSHIP (AP) — A 62-year-old man
has been arrested after police received a report of
someone smeared in blood outside a western
Michigan gas station.

Mason County Sheriff Kim Cole says Wednesday
that deputies were questioning the man Monday af-
ternoon after seeing blood on an adjacent trailer
home in Custer Township.

Cole says Roy Purple “bum-rushed” and fell on
one of the deputies.

Deputies later learned the blood was from a dead
deer.

Coles says three other men in the trailer appeared
intoxicated, told deputies they were cooking food
and walked them to a ditch “where the dead deer
was with chunks of meat cut out of it.”

Purple was charged with resisting police. His pre-
liminary examination is Dec. 6.

The Associated Press left a message Wednesday
seeking comment from his lawyer.

Man smeared in deer
blood arrested after
struggle with police 

WWW.THEDAILYREPORTER.COM

Kiwanis Club of Coldwater members Mark and Jan
Ott and Terry Tomlinson attended the Traveling
Tales event at the Coldwater branch of the Branch
District Library. COURTESY PHOTO

Bronson Journal: The oldest
business in the city

The following was taken from “The History of Branch
County Vol. I: 1979:”

“The Bronson Journal will be celebrating its 100th
year in 1981 and is the oldest business establishment
in Bronson and one of the oldest in Branch County.
Established by Daniel D. Wagget in 1881, the Bronson
Journal succeeded several other weekly newspapers
which had
earlier
served the
community
of Bronson.
Other edi-
tors and
publishers of
the Journal
over the
years in
order were:
Lon E.
Draper, A.D.
Shaffmaster,
Clinton P. Powley, Paul and Chet Shafer, William
Haight, Samuel Burgess and since June, 1955, Ray-
mond W. Smith. 
Shaffmaster, Powley and Smith each published the
paper for 25 years or more.
The Journal has faithfully recorded the week-to-week
happenings of the community, providing a detailed
historical record of Bronson and evirons.
In 1979, all of the known back issues of the Journal
were microfilmed and copies of the film are available
at the Bronson Library, Bronson High School Library
and Branch County Library.
Many changes have taken place at the Journal over
the past century as publishers updated equipment
and processes to keep up with changing technology.
The most recent of these changes were the conver-
sions to offset printing in 1966 and computerized
phototypesetting in 1972.”

RAYMOND W. SMITH, 
EDITOR-PUBLISHER  1955-1992

The Jan. 1, 1981, edition of the Bron-
son Journal. AMANDA VANAUKER PHOTO

“News of the Country,” from the Oct. 17, 1902, edi-
tion of the Bronson Journal. AMANDA VANAUKER PHOTO


