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Comments 
 
Submitted on Monday, December 26, 2016 - 11:00 
Submitted values are: 
 
  ==Your Name and Contact Information== 
    First and Last Name (Optional): 
    Telephone Number (Optional): 
    Email (Optional): 
 
 
  ==Your Message== 
    Subject (Optional): literacy information on library website 
    Message Body: why is there no literacy information on library web 
    site? 
 
 
Response: 
 
There was no contact information with this comment to deliver a reply, however 
for the record the Branch County Literacy Council (BCLC) is a completely separate 
non-profit entity, which has office space in the library. They are not part of the 
library in any way, though our respective missions do overlap. As a separate 
entity, it would be expected that they would handle their own publicity and 
information dissemination, including a web presence. 
 
That said, at the BCLC’s request the library has for years hosted a small 
informational web page for them. The direct link is 
www.BranchDistrictLibrary.org/literacy, there is a menu entry for them under 
“Services” on the library’s main web site, and their page on our site is the first 
result in a web search: 
 

 

www.BranchDistrictLibrary.org 

Branch District 
Library 
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Christmas wishes
Dearth Union Township Branch Library hosted their annual Breakfast with Santa event Saturday at the
First Congregational United Church of Christ in Union City. Children and families who attended the event
had their photo taken with Santa and enjoyed a delicious breakfast of pancakes and sausage. Each child
had the chance to share their Christmas wishes with Santa, received a gift bag full of goodies and was
entered into a drawing to win a stuffed animal. (Photos by Alona Hayden)

“Humbug High: A Contemporary Christmas Carol,” will be presented by the Athens Community
Theater Friday, Saturday and Sunday at The Quonset Hut Theater in Athens, located at 132 North
Capital Ave. The show will begin at 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday and a matinee performance will be
held Sunday at 4 p.m. General admission is $10; $8 for students and seniors (with ID); and $5 for
Military (with ID). Presented by special arrangement with theatrefolk.

to be performed in Athens

The men of the UC First Congregational United Church of Christ provided a breakfast of pancakes and
sausage for visitors.

The Union City Interact Club attended tables, called out numbers and leant a helping hand during
the breakfast. (Photo by Andrea Tennyson)
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THINGS
TO DO

ATHENS

Sweet Adelines to
perform at theater

“Sweet Adelines Christmas”
will be will presented at the
Quonset Hut Theater in Athens
today (Wednesday) at 7:30 p.m.

UNION CITY

On Broadway presents
‘A Tuna Christmas’

On Broadway Little Black
Box Theater will present “A
Tuna Christmas” Thursday,
Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.

ATHENS

Community Assoc.
to hold meeting

Athens Community Asso-
ciation will host their Decem-
ber meeting Thursday at 7 p.m.
at the Athens Village Hall.

UNION CITY

Library to host
magic show Sat.

Dearth Union Township
Library will present a Winter
Fun Magic Show Saturday at
10 a.m.

UNION CITY

School Board to
hold Dec. meeting

The Union City Community
Schools Board of Education
will hold their December meet-
ing next Monday at 6:30 p.m.
in the high school media center.

UNION CITY

Library to host
free art class

Dearth Union Township
Library will host a free art class
by Kathy Barnes next
Wednesday at 4 p.m.

All I want for Christmas...

Second grade students in
Holly Bain’s Union City
Elementary School class recent-
ly wrote to Santa Claus, sharing
their heartfelt wishes, promising
to leave him milk and cookies,
and wishing everyone a “Merry
Christmas.”

Dear Santa,
I will try my best to be the

best boy in the world. How is
Rudolph and the reindeer? Santa
this is what I want for
Christmas: Skylanders,
Imaginators and a Nerf masta-
don. We all say Merry
Christmas!!!

Love,
Carter

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been an awesome kid

this year. How is Mrs. Claus
doing? For Christmas I want a
new Xbox 360 becose me and
my brother won’t fight over it
and I want a vr and a phone.

Love,
Travis

Dear Santa Clus,
I have been a good little girl

this year. How are you and miss
Clus? I want a Furbey and an
iPod. You suld have a wunderful
Christmas this year. I hope you
git some cookies. How are the
Elves? How is Rudolf? I rilly
want a Furbey because thay have
flapping wings. I will have a
good Christmas this year.

Sinserley your friend,
Savannah

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been a good boy this

year. I hope you have a good
Christmas. What’s your favorite
kind of cookie? How are the
reindeer? I want a PS4 because I
will play my game and my
brother can play with it to. I also
want a video game. I want Black
Ops 3 becase I wont have anoth-
er thang to do. Have a Merry
Christmas.

From,
Tripp

Dear Santa,
I have been a gud boy this

year. How are the elves? I want a
Xbox for Christmas so I can play
with my brother. Also I want a
mine bink for Christmas so I
canride in the summer. I will lev

cookies for you and mik for you.
Love,
Joshua

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been a good girl this

year. How is Rudolph? I really
really want a puppy and a glass
horse because I want to have
three dogs. I want to have a glass
horse because I do not have one.
Merry Christmas.

Love,
Sophia

Dear Santa,
I have been trying to be good.

What’s your favorite kind of
cookie? I really wont a Xbox
becase I love video games and I
also wont a PS to. I will play
with them. I will leave you a
cookie.

Love,
Brynn

Dear Santa Claus,
I think I’ve been a good little

boy this year. How are you and
Mrs. Claus? I want a Playstation
4 and Disney Infinity for the
PS4. I hope everyone has a good
Christmas including you and
Mrs. Claus.

Love,
Dylan S.

Dear Santa Claus,
I ben a little men. How are

you ding? Can I have a pool to
swim in it? Can I have a trampo-
line to jump on it plese. I well
leave cookies and milk for you.
Merry Christmas.

Love,
Ellerie

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been a good girl this

year. What’s your favorite kind
of cookie? I want some
Shopkins and some Barbies sow
I cen play Barbies the Barbies
cen be people the Shopkins cen
be the food for the people. Merry
Christmas.

Love,
Ryleigh

Dear Santa,
I am in the middle of how I

am behaving this year. What’s
your favorite kind of cookie? I
relley want a flat ball. I will
always take care of it. I will make
reindeer food for the reindeer.

Love,
Reinny

Dear Santa,
I have been a good little

girl this year. How is Mrs.
Claus? I want a chinchilla and
ball. I will put my chinchilla
in the ball.

Love,
Lilley

Deari Santa Claus,
Have I been good this year.

Circle yes or no. I have a
question. How is Rudolph? I
want an emoji pillow becaus I
like emoji becaus I like emojis
and I need more pillows to
sleep with. I also want an
American Girl doll that looks
like me. Have a Merry
Christmas.

Love,
Olivia Ashley

Dear Santa Claus.
I have been a good boy

this year. What’s your
favorite kind of cookie? I
want a dirt bike but it
needs to be a 2 stroke so
I can race it. I want a
iPod to so if I get lost I
can call someone . I
will get a lot of
cookies and
milk.

Love,
Parker

Dear Santa,
I have been a little mean. How are
you two doing? I really want
some makeup for Christmas so I
can play drass up with my little
brother. I als want hi heel bots so
I can wear them to places. Merry
Christmas.

Love,
Phoebe

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been a good girl this

year. How are you andMrs. Claus
doing? I want a puppy for
Christmas because they are fuzzy.
I also want a Shopkins beacuse
they are fun to play with. Ho! Ho!
Ho! Merry Christmas!

Love,
Peyton

Dear Santa,
I have been a good boy this
yer. How are the elves? This
yeare I wud like a BB8 and a
legic gtr. R2d2

Tristan

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been a fab-

ulous little girl this
year. What’s your
favorite kind of
cookies? I want a

iPod and
Shopkins for
Christmas. I
want a iPod
because it
will be my
first time

getting
one. I
w a n t

Shopkins because I had some
Shopkins when I was five years
old and I love to play with them
with Lily. P.S. I love my sissy and
baby brother. I love you. I love
my family so much. You are the
best.

Maddie

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been a good girl this

year, but I have did a couple of
mean stuff. How are you doing? I
am doing fine. I really want an
iPod. I want it so I could text my
mom or dad, and I really want a
nice Christmas. I hope you have a
nice Christmas,

Love,
Temperance S.

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been a fabulous little

girl this year. I hope you have a
super good Christmas. How is
Mrs. Claus and the reindeer and
the elves and how are you? i
would like my iPad fixed so I can
play on it agian please and
Zoomer Kitty so I can play with it
and it can follow me. I will leave
cookies and milk. Marry
Christmas.

Love,
Isabella

Dear Santa,
I have been a good boy. I hope

to get a blowup snowman. I would
also like a remote control truck.

Hunter

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been very good girl this

year. Do you like flying around
the world? How are the reinder? I
really want for Christmas is jew-
elry because I will make a neck-
lace for you. Happy Marry
Christmas. I will love you for you
for everyone in your family. I
want a glass horse because I have
to hold it because it is glass.

Love,
Faith

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been alright tame. How

are the elves doing and how is
Mrs. Claus doing too? What I
really want a PS4 for christmas!
Why is sow many games for it.
The one I want the game the
Division! Why I want it is the
game that I always want to play
that game! Merry Christmas.

Love, Dylan B.

Second grade students share their holiday wishes with Santa!

Library hosts
art instructor

Dearth Union Township
Branch Library hosted a free art
class by instructor Kathy Barnes
last Wednesday. Barnes led
patrons in creating a Christmas
tree landscape in pastels.

Barnes, who previously held
classes at Sherwood Branch
Library, will instruct classes
twice each month in Union City.
Classes will typically be held the
second and fourth Wednesdays
of each month at 4 p.m.

“We started with pencil draw-
ing, then moved to watercolors,
and now we’re learning pastels,’
commented Barnes, who inte-
grates techniques from previous
lessons for newcomers.

The library provides materials
for the classes and lessons are
free to all.

Additional information about
Barnes’ lessons and fine art can
be found on Facebook at Kathy’s
Art Class and at www.kathryn
barnes.com.
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Most of us need to do some
type of estate planning, but it’s
especially important if you are
part of a “blended” family. And
the best time to start is now –
before these plans need to be
implemented.

Estate planning can be com-
plex, so you will need help from
a qualified legal professional.
But here are a few general sug-
gestions that can be suitable for
blended families:

Update beneficiary designa-
tions – and think about multiple
beneficiaries. Update the benefi-
ciary designations on your
retirement accounts and insur-
ance policies to reflect the reali-
ty of your blended family. These
designations can supersede the
instructions you provided in
your will. So if your will states
that your current spouse should
inherit your assets, but you had
named your former spouse, or a
child, as the primary beneficiary
of an IRA, then your former
spouse or your child – not your
present-day spouse – will indeed
receive the IRA.

To ensure that “everyone gets
something,” you could name
your current spouse as primary
beneficiary and your children
from a previous marriage as
equal contingent beneficiaries.
But the primary beneficiary will
receive all the assets and is free
to do whatever he or she wants
with the money. To enact your
wishes, you can name multiple
primary beneficiaries and desig-
nate the percentage of the asset
each beneficiary will receive.

Create a living trust – and
consider a professional trustee.
A living trust can help you avoid
the time-consuming and costly

process of probate, while giving
you great freedom to determine
how, and when, you want your
assets distributed. After you
pass away, the trust, if structured
properly, can provide your sur-
viving spouse with income for
life; then, after your spouse dies,
your children from an earlier
marriage would receive the
remainder of the trust.

So far, so good. However,
issues can arise if you name
your surviving spouse or one of
your children as the “successor
trustee” who will take charge of
the trust upon your passing.
Your spouse, acting as successor
trustee, could choose to invest
only in bonds for income, but if
he or she lives another 20 or so
years, the value of the invest-
ments within the trust will prob-
ably have diminished consider-
ably – leaving your children
with very little. Conversely, if
you name one of your children
as trustee, the child could invest
strictly in growth-oriented
investments, leaving your sur-
viving spouse with greatly
reduced income. To be fair to
everyone, you may want to
engage a professional third-
party trustee. This individual, or
company, is not a beneficiary of
the trust, is not entitled to share
in the assets of the trust, and,
ideally, should have no “rooting
interest” in how proceeds of the
trust are distributed.

Consider a prenuptial agree-
ment. When it’s time to settle an
estate, a prenuptial agreement
can help avoid disputes among
members of a blended family. If
you and your new spouse have
agreed to keep your assets sepa-
rate so that each of you can pass

an inheritance to your own chil-
dren, you need to spell out that
separation in your “prenup,”
your will, your living trust and
any other relevant estate-plan-
ning arrangements.

Above all else, share your
estate-planning intentions with
members of your blended fami-
ly. You may not be able to satis-
fy everyone, but through open
communications, you can help
prevent bad feelings – and
unpleasant surprises.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor.

Edward Jones, its employees
and financial advisors are not
estate planners and cannot pro-
vide tax or legal advice. You
should consult your estate-plan-
ning or qualified tax advisor
regarding your situation.

Tracy Kelley is an Edward
Jones financial advisor based in
Coldwater. She can be reached
at 517-278-3049.

Estate planning tips
for blended families

Tracy Kelley
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* Subscribers who live outside
of Branch County or residents
who spend part of the year in
Branch County and part of the

year elsewhere will
SAVE $19 over newsstand prices.

Get your
subscription to the

Hometown
Gazette

and SAVE $22/year*
over newsstand price
of $1 per issue!

FOR A SUBSCRIPTION SEND:

Your Name________________________
Address___________________________
City_____________State___Zip________

and $30 for Branch County residents or
$33 for out-of-area or part-time residents to:

Hometown Gazette
P.O. Box 59, Union City, MI 49094

If this is a gift subscription,
who should be notified when the
subscription is about to expire?

Name ________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City_________________________ State___ Zip_______

UC Post
Office North
Pole Express
The Union City Post Office is
now accepting letters to send to
Santa via the North Pole
Express. Please make sure to
include the letter sender’s name
and address and Santa will send
a response to the child. (Photo
by Andrea Tennyson)

Get your stocking stuffers
Ken Brooks recently made refill deliveries of Union City Rotary Clubʼs maple syrup to local businesses.
The decorative glass jars make popular Christmas gifts, so stop in at a village business and donʼt miss
out. (Photo by Donna Claar)

In the spirit
Judy Gottschalk of Dearth Union Township Branch Library visited Community Unlimitedʼs after school
BLAST program last Thursday to share the story “The Perfect Christmas” and lead students in creating
a holiday craft. (Submitted photo)

Officers of the Union City
Police Department were dis-
patched to investigate a stabbing
and attempted armed robbery
that occurred on M-60 near
Arbogast Road in the Village of
Union City last Friday at 12:59
p.m.

The victim stopped to help a
motorist who appeared to be
broken down at that location,

when the incident occurred. The
owner of the vehicle then
approached the victim with a
knife demanding money. The
victim was stabbed in the arm in
the ensuing scuffle. The victim
was treated and released from a
local medical center.

The white male suspect
described as “scruffy” and tall
with a medium build, wearing a

knit hat and sunglasses, was last
seen leaving the area in a red
Chevrolet, possibly a two-door
Cavalier, south on Arbogast
Road. It was also reported there
was blonde female passenger
and baby seat seen in the vehi-
cle.

Those with any information
about this incident should con-
tact UCPD at 517-741-9191.

UCPD asks for help in
finding stabbing suspect

Cub Scouts
can drive
results
The Cub Scouts Pack #443 col-
lected 1077 cans on Saturday.
The Pack would like to thank all
those that donated to the drive.

Copies of the
HHoommeettoowwnn GGaazzeettttee

are available at these area businesses:

JJaacckk’’ss FFaammiillyy GGrroocceerryy .. UUnniioonn CCiittyy PPSS FFoooodd MMaarrtt
UUnniioonn CCiittyy SShheellll .. UUnniioonn CCiittyy CCiittggoo

MMiilllleerr PPhhaarrmmaaccyy .. UUnniioonn CCiittyy HHoommeettoowwnn GGaazzeettttee OOffffiiccee
AAtthheennss AAuuttoo SSuuppppllyy .. AAtthheennss MMaarraatthhoonn SSttaattiioonn

CCoouunnttrryy CCoovvee SSttoorree,, CCoollddwwaatteerr
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Locals travel 
to Pigeon Forge.
PAGE A7

SEN. SHIRKEY WELCOMES LOCAL 
STUDENTS TO CAPITOL.

PAGE B4
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The  daily newspaper for Branch County, covering
Coldwater, Bronson, Quincy, Union City and Tekonsha
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Ice Safety Tips
BRANCH COUNTY 

—  Whether it’s ice 
fi shing, snowmobiling, 
or walks in Michigan’s 
Winter Wonderland that 
is enjoyed, residents 
should always remember 
some safety tips when 
crossing lakes or rivers 
that are covered in ice. 
The Branch-Hillsdale-St. 
Joseph Community Health 
Agency recommends the 
following safety consider-
ations if you are thinking 
about venturing out onto 
an iced-covered lake or 
pond;

■ If the ice is only 2 
inches thick or less – Stay 
Off! 

■ Wait until the ice is 
at least 4 inches thick 
to walk on it or go ice 
fi shing.

■ Wait until the ice is at 
least 5 inches thick to con-
sider going snowmobiling.

■ Wait until the ice is 
between 8 to 12 inches 
thick to consider driving 
on it with a small vehicle.

■ Wait until the ice is 
12 to 15 inches thick to 
consider driving on it with 
a medium sized pickup 
truck.

 For more information 
about how to prepare for 
the winter, be it traveling 
or playing, visit www.bhsj.
org.

 

Keep us informed
Do you have an event, 

a meeting, a story idea 
or any type of informa-
tion you want us to know 
about? We want to hear 
from you. We encourage 
organizations, groups, 
businesses, nonprofi ts 
and individuals to email us 
at newsroom@thedailyre-
porter.com. Please include 
all pertinent information, 
including the best way to 
contact you and a reporter 
will be in touch promptly.

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Michael 
Penza, 32, is being held on a 
$1 million bond in the Branch 
County Jail for the fatal traffic 
death of Brenda Hutchinson, 
54, on Centennial Road on 

Oct. 28.
Penza, of 

Camden, 
is charged 
with felony 
d e a t h  b y 
drunk driv-
ing, a 15-year 

felony, negligent homicide, 

a two-year high court mis-
demeanor, possession of 
meth, a 10-year felony, and 
misdemeanor possession of 
marijuana.

Penza will not be arraigned 
until the courts reopen Tues-
day after the Christmas 
holiday.

Hutchinson, a Registered 
Nurse at the Community 
Health Center of Branch 
County, was northbound 
on her way to work before 7 
p.m. that Friday night. Her 
2007 Chevrolet Impala was 
struck nearly head on by a 
SUV, driven by Penza, who 

was southbound.
Accident reconstruction 

showed Penza crossed the 
centerline in a no passing 
zone and struck Hutchin-
son’s car. Both drivers were 
trapped in mangled vehicles.

MSP

Penza charged in  fatality 
Penza

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — After 
problems with the Branch 
County recount for the 
November Presidential 

election, 
there will be 
a change in 
how voted 
ballots are 
stored.

Branch 
County 

Clerk Terry Kubasiak told 
township supervisors, this 
week, the County Board 
of Canvassers plans to ban 
the use of decades old metal 
vote cans for after election 
ballot storage.

“The Bureau of Elections 
was there and pretty much 
told the Board of Canvass-
ers they should not have 
certified (the ballot cans) 
the last time,” Kubasiak 
explained.

That means each town-
ship must buy approved 
ballot bags.

Branch County ballots 
went through a recount in 
Kalamazoo before courts 
ended the complete state 
recount of presidential bal-
lots. Six of the 22 precincts 
could not be recounted.

“Two of them, their seals 

BRANCH COUNTY 
ELECTIONS 

Ballot cans 
must be 
replaced 
after recount 
problems 

Kubasiak

By Christy Hart-Harris 
charris@thedailyreporter.com

QUINCY — What started 
out as a Kellogg Community 
College Service Learning 
project to benefit Quincy stu-
dents has turned into an 
annual event impacting resi-
dents in Branch and Hillsdale 
Counties. 

Last year, Jeromy Wyzy-
kowski was enrolled in the 
Service Learning class at KCC. 
His assignment was to create a 
project that would benefit the 

community or a person(s) in 
the community. He chose to 
help youth in his hometown 
of Quincy. 

His program, Kids Helping 
Kids, is “a non-profit orga-
nization created to help and 
teach kids in our local school 
system to give back to their 
community.”

The project began in 2015, 
and because of its huge suc-
cess and need, Wyzykowski 
said he wanted to continue 
with it.

This year many local 

businesses stepped up to sup-
port the 26 families registered 
for the project. 

Coldwater Meijer, Hamp-
ton homes, Coldwater 
Culver’s, Century Bank and 
Trust, Quincy American 
Legion, Quincy Collision, 
Jonesville Walmart, Trish 
Voyton, Coldwater Walmart, 
Furniture and Mattress 
Warehouse, Quincy Rotary, 
Students Helping Others of 
Quincy Community Schools, 

A SMALL TOWN WITH A BIG HEART 

Kids Helping Kids gives back to Quincy community

Students wrap gifts requested by those on the Kids Helping Kids lists 
last week at Quincy schools before delivering them to the families. 
COURTESY PHOTO

New library director Linda Lyshol with husband, Mike, and granddaughter, Zela, 11 months, at the Branch Library Open House. KARRI 
GRUNER PHOTOS

By Karri Gruner 
kgruner@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — Branch District 
Library Director, Linda Lyshol, 
hosted a holiday open house at the 
Coldwater branch of the Branch 
District Library on Tuesday. Festive 
live music was played on the second 
floor and coffee, cookies and pop-
corn were offered to the public.

A book sale was also going on 
where patrons could fill a bag with 
books, no longer in circulation, 

BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY 

A Holiday Open House 

Library 
patrons 
enjoy the 
live music 
during the 
holiday 
open 
house 
at the 
Branch 
District 
Library in 
Coldwater.  

SEE PENZA,  A5

SEE CANS,  A5
SEE OPEN HOUSE,  A5

SEE KHK,  A5

Trump welcomes 
‘nice’ Putin letter
WEST PALM BEACH, 
Florida — After months of 
promising to engage more 
with Russia, President-
elect Donald Trump vowed 
to enhance America’s 
nuclear capabilities, 
admonishing Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
on Friday that he hopes 
both global powers can 
restore collaboration so 
that “we do not have to 
travel an alternate path.”

The folks at Sunset Monument Company and HodZ Designs
would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year!

Morgan, Kaiden
and Cole

Say Only 1 Day
Until Christmas!

120 N. Main St. • Camden, MI
517-368-5623

E-mail:
sunsetmonument@dmcibb.net

120 N. Main St. • Camden, MI
hodzdesigns@dmcibb.net

Find us on facebook
517-368-5623

From our family to yours, Oaklawn wishes 
you a healthy, safe and happy holiday season. oaklawnhospital.org

Branch County Toys for Tots 
and QCS’s Student Council, 
National Honors Society 
and Varsity Club along with 
countless other individuals. 

“The initial Kids Helping 
Kids project consisted of 
helping families in Quincy 
Community Schools provide 
Christmas for families who 
otherwise would not have 
been able to provide for the 
needs of their family during 
this special time,” Wyzy-
kowski said. “This was done 
by enlisting the help of many 
different students through-
out the entire middle and 
high school, as well as many 
staff members, who, in 
working together and utiliz-
ing the donations that were 
given, were ultimately able 
to help provide Christmases 
(for many more families).”

Because the project has 
grown over the last year, 
Wyzykowski’s again joined 
forces with staff of Quincy 
Community Schools — 
namely Beth Karney, sixth 
through 12th grade guidance 
counselor; Melissa Norris, 
DK through fifth grade coun-
selor; Laurie Talbot, Middle 
School/High School 31A 
Behavior Interventionist and 
Jennifer Rufenacht, Middle 
School/High School Behav-
ior Interventionist — who are 
now collaborating together 
for next year.  In addition, 
approximately six families 
adopted other families in 
need, supplying them with 
gifts. 

According to Talbot, the 
project supplied gifts, food 
for a near complete Christ-
mas dinner and, new this 
year, toiletry items. 

“It was amazing,” Talbot 
said. “The thing that brought 
most of the mothers to tears 
was seeing the laundry soap, 
toilet paper and those things. 
They were so grateful.”

Seventh and Eighth grade 
Student Council Presi-
dent Avery Rufenacht said 
the council organized the 
gathering and sorting of the 
toiletry items. 

“The teachers brought in 
laundry baskets and we filled 
them with laundry soap, 
paper products and other 
stuff like that,” Avery said. 
“It was a really cool expe-
rience. It makes me really 
proud of my school and my 
community.” 

“The student council did 
a great job with this,” Jen-
nifer said. “They were in 
charge of the advertising and 

announcements at school 
and organizing the baskets.”

Between the fifth through 
eighth grade students, 
roughly 400 toiletry items 
were collected for the bas-
kets.  Jonesville Walmart 
donated 40 hams and tur-
keys for the food boxes and 
some of the monetary dona-
tions received were spent on 
canned and other food items 
to accompany the main dish.

The Branch County Toys 
for Tots assisted with pur-
chasing items on the KHK 
list, mainly including coats 
and shoes. 

Coldwater Meijer donated 
gift cards which were used to 
purchase some of the gifts for 
the children. A Coldwater 
Walmart employee donated 
a six foot stocking full of toys 
that he had won in a drawing 
to KHK as well. 

Students from the SHO 
club and staff shopped on 
Dec. 6, wrapped all the gifts 
on Dec. 13 and 14 and staff 
delivered the items from Dec. 
16-20. 

During the organizational 
stage of the project, Talbot 
said the group found that 
most of the families were 
in need of clothing all year 
long. This sparked an idea 
for Talbot. She met with the 
owner of Sassy’s Closet, Kris 
Miller, to discuss ideas for a 
possible exchange program 
where students could earn 
store credit to purchase the 
slightly used clothing items 
the store sells. Instead, Miller 
directed Talbot to a room in 
the back of the store which 
was storing over 20 bags of 
donated clothes. 

Talbot said the gift from 
Miller was too good to pass 
up, despite not having a place 
to store the items. She asked 
around and within days 
received word from Jen-
nings Elementary School’s 
Principal Ron Olmsted 
that an empty room at the 
school was hers to store the 
clothing. 

From the KHK project 
spawned the Quincy cloth-
ing project. 

“If it wasn’t for (Miller) 
giving us those bags this 
never would have hap-
pened,” Talbot said. 
“Everything just fell right 
into place at the right time.”

Students and families 
in need of certain clothing 
items can “essentially shop 
for what they need,” Jenni-
fer said. 

G & W Display Fixtures 
Inc. in Bronson donated four 
round racks for the clothes 
to be displayed. Michael 
Ridenour donated pipes to 
be used by the Branch Area 
Careers Center students in 
constructing six racks. 

“We have clothing from 
maternity to size zero to three 
and four extra large in men’s 
and women’s,” Talbot said. 
“We really need hangers and 
socks and underwear.” 

It has taken a lot of team-
work,” Wyzykowski said of 
the project’s growth. “It truly 
is a community effort that 
spread, from just Quincy at 
first, to now two counties.”

“Quincy’s logo, a small 
town with a big heart sums 
it up great,” Talbot added. 
“That’s exactly what Quincy 
is.”

KHK
From Page A1
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Kris Miller, owner of Sassy’s 
Closet in Quincy, donated over 
20 bags of clothes to the new 
project that came out of Kids 
Helping Kids. COURTESY PHOTO

JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBYASK THE DOCTORS

ADVICE | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

DR. ELIZABETH KO & 
DR. EVE GLAZIER

DEAR DOCTOR: We live in a 
charming older home, but 
some of the paint looks old. 
How worried should I be 
that it might contain lead?

DEAR READER: You’re right 
to be concerned about the 
possible presence of lead-
based paint in your home. 
Even in small quantities, 
lead is toxic to humans and 
animals. Children under 
the age of 6 and pregnant 
women are particularly 
susceptible to the ill effects 
of lead.

Children who have 
ingested lead may suffer 
from hyperactivity, low-
ered IQ, anemia, impaired 
growth and hearing prob-
lems. In pregnant women, 
the presence of lead can 
slow the growth of the 
fetus, cause nerve or brain 
damage to the unborn 
child, and even lead to 
premature birth.

 High levels of the toxic 
metal are associated with 
damage to the kidneys, 
brain, bone marrow and 
blood, as well as fertil-
ity problems and nerve 
disorders.

If your home was built 
before 1978, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
warns that yes, there’s a 
strong chance it contains 
lead-based paint. Homes 
built after 1978, the year a 
federal ban on lead-based 
paints went into effect, are 
considered to be safe.

 So are you and your 
family at risk? Fortu-
nately, even if you’ve 
found lead-based paint in 
your home, there’s good 
news.

When it’s intact and 
in good condition, lead-
based paint is usually not 
harmful, according to the 
EPA. To remain safe, you 
should regularly check 
your home for deteriorat-
ing paint and immediately 
address any issues. You 
can go a step further and, 
by covering lead-based 
paint with new paint, 
drywall or wallpaper, you 
will stabilize it and protect 
it from damage.

Problems arise because 
as it ages, lead-based 
paint chips, cracks, peels 
and crumbles. The result-
ing particles mix easily 
with household dust and 
get distributed throughout 
the house.

Since kids tend to 
explore the world with 
their mouths, the chance 
that they’ll ingest lead 
from older paint that is 
deteriorating is high.  

To know whether or not 
the paint you are worried 
about contains lead, you 
can purchase a test kit at 
a hardware store or hire a 
certified inspector.  

Federal guidelines 
recommend that children 
who live in or regularly 
visit a home with lead-
based paint be tested for 
lead levels in their blood. 
For children, this test is 
performed at 12 months 
of age. The health effects 
of lead are not reversible, 
so vigilance is your best 
protection.

— Eve Glazier, M.D., MBA, 
is an internist and assis-
tant professor of medicine 
at UCLA Health. Elizabeth 
Ko, M.D., is an internist 
and primary care physician 
at UCLA Health. 

 Families 
living in 
older homes 
should check 
for lead paint 

DEAR ABBY: My nephew, 
“Logan,” is a sophomore in 
high school. He is a bright, 
awesome kid who is on the 
autism spectrum. He is very 
high-functioning, even on a 
higher level than Asperger’s. 
 To this day, my sister refuses 
to tell Logan about his 
autism. She feels immense 
guilt and goes into panic 
mode every time I bring it 
up.  

The poor kid knows some-
thing is wrong but doesn’t 
know what. Can I tell him? 
Or if it’s morally wrong to 
tell him, can I tell him when 
he is 18? I am a nurse, and I 
strongly believe everyone 
should know everything 
about their conditions, 
mental as well as physi-
cal. But it’s tough with my 
nephew because he is still a 
minor. — CAN I TELL HIM?

DEAR CAN I TELL: Your 
sister may mean well, but 
keeping her son in the dark 
about why he is the way he 
is, is cruel. I agree that the 
boy should be told, but the 
person to persuade your 
sister to come clean would 
be your nephew’s pediatri-
cian, because it appears she 
has tuned you out on that 
subject. He should have been 
getting counseling and/or 
therapy to help him deal with 
his social issues.

If the conversation still 
hasn’t happened by the time 
Logan turns 18, tell him then. 
He will probably be grateful 
to be able to put a label on 
what he’s experiencing.

DEAR ABBY: My taste in 
music has changed through-
out my life. I liked pop when 
I was young because that’s 
what I heard played on the 
car radio. Then in eighth 
grade I started to like music 
from the ‘60s to the ‘90s. 
But now I’m a sophomore 
in high school, and I have 
become a fan of rap and 
electronic music.

A lot of adults think rap 
is trash. I understand that 
it may cover some mature 
subjects like selling drugs, 
violence, sex and living in the 
‘hood.  

Am I wrong to enjoy rap 
music? This may sound irra-
tional, but I know employers 
search social media profiles. 
If I make the fact that I enjoy 
rap public, will they reject 
me?  — HIP-HOP FAN IN 
NEW JERSEY

DEAR FAN: As your experi-
ence illustrates, people’s 
taste in music can change 
as they grow older. Many 
people enjoy listening to rap 
music without indulging in 
the lifestyle that’s described .

 Although some employers 
check the internet profiles 
of prospective employees, 
I have never heard of an 
applicant being rejected for 
a job because of his taste in 
music.

TO MY JEWISH READERS: 
Tonight at sundown the 
eight days of Hanukkah 
begin. Happy Hanukkah, 
everyone. May all of you 
enjoy a joyous festival of 
lights.

— Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Contact Dear Abby 
at www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069. 

Teen kept in 
dark about 
his autism 
should be 
enlightened 

For The Daily Reporter 

LANSING — The Michi-
gan State Police is changing 
the criteria for issuing an 
AMBER Alert in Michigan, 
the emergency response 
system that disseminates 
information about a miss-
ing child.

Effective, Jan. 1 AMBER 
Alerts will only be issued 
for cases of child abduc-
tions, involving victims 
under the age of 18, but all 
AMBER Alerts will receive 
a Wireless Emergency 
Alert. A vehicle license 
plate number is no longer 
required for a WEA.

Previously, in addition to 
abducted children, AMBER 
Alerts were authorized 
for missing children with 
severe mental or physical 
disabilities who wandered 
away and were unable to 
care for themselves.

“Any time a child goes 
missing, it’s an urgent sit-
uation and we should all 
pay attention; however, 
in the case of child abduc-
tions the urgency is even 
greater,” said Col. Kriste 
Kibbey Etue, director of 
the MSP. “By tightening 
the standards for issuing 
an AMBER Alert we will 
ensure these alerts are 

utilized in only the most 
dire of circumstances to 
get credible, useful infor-
mation out to the public 
in order to bring abducted 
children home safely.”

Missing child cases that 
don’t meet the revised 
A M B E R  A l e r t  c r i t e -
ria will be eligible for a 
new notification called 
an Endangered Miss-
ing Advisory, for which 
there is no age restriction. 
The Endangered Missing 
Advisory is a notice sent to 
broadcast and print media 
in the geographic area of 
the incident, but unlike an 
AMBER Alert, this advisory 

does not utilize the Emer-
gency Alert System to 
interrupt broadcasting and 
it will not be sent to mobile 
devices as a WEA.

Michigan’s AMBER Alert 
is a partnership among 
the MSP, Michigan Asso-
ciation of Broadcasters, 
Michigan Association of 
Chiefs of Police, Michigan 
Sheriff’s Association and 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation.

AMBER Alerts have 
h e l p e d  p o l i c e  s a f e l y 
recover 262 missing Michi-
gan children. Learn more 
at www.michigan.gov/
AmberAlert.

MSP

AMBER Alert guidelines change

Both Lakeland Fire, 
a n d  C o l d w a t e r  F i r e , 
responded to extricate the 
drivers. Hutchinson was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene.

Penza was air lifted from 
the crash site to Bronson 
Methodist Hospital in 
Kalamazoo for treatment. 
Penza’s daughter — who 
was in the SUV with Penza 
— was taken to CHC for 
treatment.

Michigan State Police 
investigated the accident 

which occurred just north 
of Lockwood Road where 
Hutchinson had just crested 
a hill when her car was 
hit.

Other drivers along 
Centennial Road said 
Penza had been passing 
at a high rate of speed. 
Witnesses said he may 

have sideswiped another 
vehicle just before the 
crash.

Meth and related mate-
rials were found in his 
car. 

Penza had previously 
worked with drug rehab 
programs in Hillsdale 
County.

PENZA
From Page A1

got broken as they were 
transporting the cans 
on the way to the court-
house. So they could not 
be counted. We had three 
that had the old ballot 
cans that did not seal them 
properly so you could get 
into them and get ballots 
out,” the clerk explained.

The last jurisdiction 
was Coldwater Township 
which had a new canvas 
ballot bag. The bottom had 
been cut or split. Kubasiak 
suspects too many of the 
large ballots were stuffed 
into the bag at a bad angle 
so the heavy cardboard 
rubbed both the ballot 
bag and a canvass bag in 
transit, cutting a slit in 
both bags. It was only 

discovered when the bags 
were opened to recount 
the ballots.

“They are really, really 
heavy, and are sharp on 
the edges,” she said.

The clerk said during the 
ballot count in Kalamazoo, 
supervised by the state 
with more than 100 people 
on hand, “we got a lot of 
comments on the ballot 
cans. Many had never seen 
them before.”

Many of the old cans are 
dented and hard to close.

“The (Branch County) 
Board of Canvassers, 
after seeing the problems, 
decided they are not going 
to certify the ballot cans 
anymore,” Kubasiak said.

In the August primary, a 
recount for Girard Town-
ship Supervisor could not 
be conducted because the 
ballot can had not been 

sealed properly at the 
bottom.

Clerks are going to have 
to buy ballot bags now.

“They are simple to 
seal,” the clerk explained.

Batavia Supervisor Dan 
Hemker suggested “they 
need to be mouse proof” ... 
a problem in older town-
ship halls.

Each municipality and 
township has also been 
told to expect to spend 
a r o u n d  $ 3 , 0 0 0  n e x t 
year for each new voting 
machine. The state has 
certified three vendors. 
The legislature in its lame 
duck session approved 
more appropriation to help 
with the purchases. They 
want the current machines 
replaced.

In the hand recount, 
that did take place, Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump 

gained 28 votes while 
Democrat Hillary Clinton 
picked up 15 more votes.

Kubasiak could not say 
why there was a discrep-
ancy. She has some ideas. 
The large sheet ballots for 
absentee voters are folded 
for mailing.

“These ballots were the 
longest and widest you can 
have,” she said. 

W h e n  t h e y  a r e 
straighten out to run 
through the machines, if 
the marked area is on a 
fold, it may not be picked 
up by the electronic 
scanner.

At another precinct she 
found a pencil had been 
used rather than a pen in 
the voting booth. Pencils 
are discouraged because 
the graphite can reflect the 
light so it does not count 
the vote.

CANS
From Page A1

for $1 and there were vol-
unteers on hand to wrap 
them for a donation.

Lyshol has been the new 
director since June and has 
many things planned for 

the library.
“We have been look-

ing for a facilitator to help 
construct a more strate-
gic plan to go through the 
collection and do some 
updating,” Lyshol said. 
“1995 was the last time the 
books were gone though, 
so it’s about time.”

She added, “I  have 
also been working on 
going through the per-
sonnel handbook and 
revising parts of that as 
well.”

The new director hails 
from Ketchikan, Alaska 
where she built up the 
library there for just 

over four years. She has 
17 years of experience 
in the field and is look-
ing forward to working 
on a governing board as 
opposed to an advisory 
board, like Alaska has, 
and is very happy to be 
closer to family in Branch 
County.

OPEN HOUSE
From Page A1

MARKET WATCH

Dow 19,933.81 ▲ 14.93
Nasdaq  5,462.69 ▲ 15.27
S&P  2,263.79 ▲ 2.83
Russell  1,371.51 ▲ 8.85
NYSE  11,128.80 ▲ 14.66
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

RECORD | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

Wednesday, 
December 28, 2016
■ WIC, 570 Marshall Rd., 
Coldwater, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
517-279-9561.
■ Ron & Chickie’’s Festival of 
Lights, 878 N. Snow Prairie 
Road, Union City. Lights are 
on & ready for viewing. Inte-
rior House Tours from 6:30 
p.m. - 9:00 p.m. until Decem-
ber 26th.
■ Big Book Study: 4:30 p.m.- 
5:30 p.m. at 22 W. Pearl St.
■ Genesis Church 54 N. 
Hudson St., Coldwater. Inner 
Healing at 10:30 a.m. Christ 
Centered New Beginnings.
■ Walk for ME will meet at 
Heritage Park in Coldwater. 
Call (517) 781-6499 for more 
information.
■ The Branch County 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, 220 N. Michigan 
Ave., Coldwater, is collecting 
old cell phones to be recy-
cled. For more information, 
call (517) 278-SAFE (7233).
■ Beginnings Care for Life 
Center is offering a program 
to strenghen relationships. 
Foundations is teaching a 
series for couples. The six 
sessions are DVD-based with 
professionally produced 
materials. This series is FREE 
and open to all couples. 
Registration is required. For 
more information and to 
sign up for the next series, 
contact Beginnings Care for 
Life Center at 517-278-3355 
or beginningscare@hotmail.
com.
■ Dr. Robert Browne Aquatic 

Center - 9 a.m. - 10 a.m. 
Water Aerobics in warm 
water pool. Cost is $5 for 
members and $8 for non-
members. Discount passes 
available for purchase as 
well.
■ Beginnings Care for Life 
Center, 213 Marshall St., 
Coldwater, is open from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Business hours 
are from 1-4 p.m.
■ The Arthritis Aquatic 
Class will take place from 
8:30-9:30 a.m. or 12-1 p.m. 
at the Community Health 
Center of Branch County. 
Call (517) 279-5457 for more 
information.
■ The Community 
Health Center of Branch 
County Lobby Gift Shop is 
open from 9 a.m.to 4 p.m.
■ Success By Six will meet 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at 
the Fremont Early Education 
Center, 95 S. Fremont St., 
Coldwater. For more informa-
tion, call 517-279-0066.
■ AA: closed meeting at 7 
a.m., noon, 6:30 p.m. and 8 
p.m. at 23 ½   S. Monroe St., 
Coldwater, behind Shorty’s 
Barber Shop. Message line at 
(517) 279-7776.
■ The Friendship Center, 155 
S. Monroe St., Coldwater, is 
open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For more information, call 
517-227-5104.
■ We Do Recover group of 
Narcotics Anonymous will 
gather at 8 p.m. for a meeting 
at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 2, 
Coldwater. Call (269) 841-
7091 for more information.
■ The Coach Eby Youth 
and Family Center, 89 W. 

Chicago Street, Coldwa-
ter, will have after school 
gym time for grades sixth 
through 12th from 3-5 p.m. 
For more information, call 
517-278-5031.
■ The Branch District Library, 
10 E. Chicago St., Coldwater, 
is open from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 278-2341.
■ The Algansee Branch 
Library, 580-B S. Ray Quincy 
Rd., is open from 12 p.m. to 
6 p.m. For more information, 
call (517) 639-9830.
■ The Bronson Branch 
Library, 207 N. Matteson , is 
open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 369-3785.
■ Quincy Branch Library, 11 
N. Main St. Open 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m. For more information 
call (517) 639-4001.
■  Sherwood Branch Library, 
118 Sherman St., is open 
from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., For 
more information call (517) 
741-5061.
■ Union Township Branch 
Library, 195 N. Broadway , is 
open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. For 
more information, call (517) 
741-5061.
■ Lap Time Story Time is held 
at the Branch District Library 
for children ages 6 months to 
2 years at 10:30 a.m.
■  The H&C Burnside Senior 
Center is open from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. with the exercise, 
library and billiard rooms 
open during that time; 
Stained Glass Workshop 9 
a.m. - 3 p.m., Therapeutic 
Massage 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. (Call 
for appointment), Ping Pong 

9 a.m., Duplicate Bridge 1 
p.m., Hand & Foot Canasta 1 
p.m., Pinochle 1 p.m., Euchre 
1:15 p.m., Ceramics 1:30 p.m.
• Branch County Senior 
Dining Center Branch County 
CAA offi ce serving lunch at 
noon. Call 517-279-8249 for 
more information.
■ Coldwater Ladies Eagles 
#1907 Auxiliary: 7 p.m. 
meeting.
■  Bronson Rotary Club 
meets at the First Congrega-
tional Church, 139 W. Chicago 
St., Bronson, 11:45 a.m. Call 
Liz Weinberg at 517-369-7322 
for more information.
■  Seeker Club will be held 
for those in grades 1-6 a the 
First Baptist Church in Bron-
son from 6 p.m.- 7:30 p.m. 
Call (517) 369-9439 for more 
information.
■  Habitat for Humanity has 
a Nu-Wool trailer for newspa-
per and phone book recycling 
at Needham Floors (the 
former Albright building) on 
M-60, Union City.
■ The Hillsdale County Coali-
tion For Peace and Justice 
meets at 7 p.m. at The Annex 
next door to Volume One 
Books, with movies free 

of charge and open to the 
public, starting at 8 p.m. and 
discussion to follow.
■ The Welcome Home Group, 
27 S. Manning, Hillsdale, will 
be the site of a Unity Service 
Recovery at 8 a.m. and 6:30 
p.m. Call (517) 437-3516 for 
more information.
■  The Annex, 98 N. Broad 
St., Hillsdale, will be open 
from 6-11 p.m. with open mic 
night/jam sessions at 8 p.m.
■  Non-smoking AA at 9 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. in the downstairs 
at the Hope House, 401 W. 
Chicago, Jonesville.
■ Grounded In Grace Coffee 
Shop, 300 E. Chicago, Jones-
ville, in the Fellowship Hall of 
the First Presbyterian Church, 
will be open 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays and 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. with Keurig 
style drinks. Enter off Church 
St. entrance. 10% of each 
month’s proceeds will be 
given to a local designated 
community outreach or 
non-profi t agency. Come 
and support a local outreach 
and enjoy something warm 
to drink and eat. We serve 
crepes.
■ Schuler’s Restaurant and 

Pub, 115 S. Eagle St., will 
host live entertainment in 
Winston’s Pub, Marshall, 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. Call 
(269) 781-0658 for more 
information.
■ Oaklawn Hospital will offer 
Perinatal Mood Disorder sup-
port groups from 3:30-5 p.m. 
at the Oaklawn bear Creek 
Campus, 15209 W. Michigan. 
Call (269) 781-9119 for more 
information.
■ Get Fit! will be offered from 
4-5 p.m. at Athens Middle 
School in the all-purpose 
room. For more information, 
call (269) 729-4088.
■ Barnes and Noble, 5701 
Beckley Road, Battle Creek, 
will offer weekly storytime 
at 11:30 a.m. In addition, a 
workshop will be offered at 
6:30 p.m. Call (269) 979-8060 
for more information.

—If you have events you 
wish to place in the cal-
endar please email them 
to mbeckmeyer@thedai-
lyreporter.com or FAX to 
517-278-6041. All calendar 
event submissions must be 
received 10 days in advance 
of event.

For The Daily Reporter 

COLDWATER — The 
Kids Place of the Coldwa-
ter branch of the Branch 
District Library recently 
h e l d  a  s q u a r e  d a n c e 
instruction for members 
of the Thursday Home 
School Adventure of Kids 
Place at the Library.

This program, for 2nd-
6th graders, was part 
of the USA Road Trip 
unit study. Local home 
schooled children have 
been working their way 
across the United States 

each week, learning about 
our country through stu-
dent presentations, map 
work, and the best part, 
the state related food and 
art or activity. 

For the great state of 
Arkansas, the students 
and parents were able 
to participate in square 
dancing.

The instructors, George 
and Sandy, came from 
Detroit.

A fun afternoon was had 
by all in the basement of 
the Fulmer State Farm 
Insurance Building.

KIDS PLACE

Home School Adventure students learn square dancing 

Parents and kids dance during the library event. COURTESY PHOTO

Thursday, 
December 22, 2016
■ Melissa Mae Black, 
violation of controlled 
substance act.
■  Kara Mae Rangel, fail-
ure to appear.
■  Michael Daniel Penza, 
neglect homicide, violation
of controlled substance 
act, felony death by drunk 
driving.

—The Branch County 
Sheriff’s Office reported 
one personal injury 
accident and a jail popu-
lation of 127 inmates, 
with 108 males and 19 
females.

JAIL 
COMMITMENTS 

Careful attention given to investing 
since 1854.
Although the world has changed dramatically since 1854, our mission has not.  
Hilliard Lyons was founded on a pledge to “pay special attention to investing 
money.”  The opportunities and outcomes are much different than they were 
nearly 160 years ago, but the promise is not.

Securities offered through J.J.B. Hilliard, W.L. Lyons, LLC | Member NYSE, FINRA & SIPC | ©2007-2013

Tod Dally, CWA®
First Vice President | Financial Consultant
387 North Willowbrook Road | Suite E
Coldwater, MI 49036 | 517.278.4333 | 800.211.5257

Midwest Foot & Ankle Clinic

James H. McClain
DPM

Board Certified in
Foot & Ankle Surgery

STURGIS • 68689 Vinewood Avenue • 269.651.1038
Monday & Friday 1pm to 6pm; Wednesday 8am to 12pm

COLDWATER • 160 Division Street • 517.278.4840 / 800.394.4800
Tuesday & Wednesday 1pm to 6pm; Thursday & Friday 8am to 2pm

www.midwestfootandankleclinic.com

• Flat Foot & Reconstructive Surgery
• Foot & Ankle Injuries
• Sports Medicine • Fracture Care
• Bunions, Hammer Toes, Heel Pain,
Corns, Ingrown Toenails, Etc.

• Diabetic Foot Care

You’
ll start every day on the right foot!Discover Healthy, Happy Feet!

All Care
Personally
Provided by
Dr. McClain

Tuesday & Wednesday 1pm to 6pm; Thursday & Friday 8am to 12pm

Monday & Friday 1pm to 6pm; Wednesday 8am to 12pm

Companion Corner
ANIMAL AID OF

BRANCH COUNTY
517-294-1360 OR 517-278-4148

Kindly brought to you by:
15 West Pearl Street

Coldwater • 278-2318
www.thedailyreporter.com

Shiloh is a stunning 2 year old
gray merle Cattle Dog mix.  She
is smart, attentive and has a great
personality!  Very focused on her
person as are most of this breed.
Fully vetted and ready to start a

new life in the New Year.  

THE BRANCH AREA FOOD PANTRY
Located at the Deacon Al Provot Distribution Center
22 Pierson Street • Coldwater • (517) 279-0966

ad

generously

donated

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION
Please, consider making a resolution

to help BAFP FEED THE HUNGRY!
You can volunteer.
You can donate.

You can raise funds.
You can be especially kind.

You can give to HUNGRY Families.
It will feed YOU in ways
you never can imagine.

By Josh Lederman 
and Matthew Daly
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Secre-
tary of State John Kerry tore 
into Israel on Wednesday for 
settlement-building, accus-
ing Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu of dragging 
Israel away from democ-
racy and forcefully rejecting 
the notion that America 
had abandoned Israel with 
a controversial U.N. vote. 
Netanyahu accused the 
Obama administration of a 
biased bid to blame Israel for 
failure to reach a peace deal.

In a farewell speech, Kerry 
laid out a two-state vision 
for peace that he won’t be 
in office to implement, but 
that the U.S. hoped might be 
heeded even after President 

US-ISRAELI 
RELATIONS

Kerry 
tears into 
Israel over 
settlements
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Library program 
What: “Let it Snow! Crafts”
When: 2 -3 p.m. Thursday
Where: Coldwater Kids 
Place
Details: Self-directed 
crafts for ages 4-12-year-
old. Supplies are limited. 
Children under the age of 
7 must be accompanied by 
an adult.

Kids program 
What: “Noon Year’s Eve 
Party”
When: Noon to 2 p.m. 
Friday
Where: Coldwater Kids 
Place
Details: Join Miss Angie for 
a library style New Year’s 
Celebration. For ages 
5-12-years-old

Live music 
What: Jim Dove
When: 7 p.m. Saturday
Where: The Willows Bar 
and Grill
Details: Enjoy live music

New Year’s Eve 
Bash
What: Evan Burgess 
performs
When: 9 p.m. Saturday
Where: JT’s Billiard Bar 
and Grill
Details: Enjoy live music 
and specials

Local band 
Meccabone 
performs
When: 9 p.m. Saturday
Where: The Eagles Hall in 
Coldwater
Details: The event is open 
to the public at a cost of 
$5 which includes party 
favors. Dinner and specials 
are available.

Keep us informed
Do you have an event, 
a meeting, a story idea 
or any type of informa-
tion you want us to know 
about? We want to hear 
from you. We encourage 
organizations, groups, 
businesses, nonprofi ts and 
individuals to email us at 
newsroom@thedailyre-
porter.com. Please include 
all pertinent information, 
including the best way to 
contact you and a reporter 
will be in touch promptly.

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Cold-
w a t e r  P o l i c e  a r r e s t e d 
Steven Mertz, 22, on felony 
charges late Tuesday night, 
after a series 
of phone calls 
to 911 report-
ing various 
incidents.

Mertz was 
seen in the 
area of the 
Admiral Station in Cold-
water, where a number of 
suspicious calls originated 
about unrelated matters. 
Coldwater Police found 
Mertz, who appeared to 
be under the influence of 
something.

As they approached, 
Mertz ran away and a 911 
call  disconnected.  He 
called again requesting an 
ambulance.

As police confronted him, 
Mertz became combative. 
He fought to Sgt. Scott 

COLDWATER POLICE 

911 calls end 
with Mertz 
arrest

Mertz

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

BETHEL TOWNSHIP — 
Caleb Campbell, 26, was 
taken into custody just 
after noon Wednesday, 
after calling 911 at 11:23 
a.m., telling dispatchers 
he wanted police to shoot 
and kill him.

Branch County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies, who 
had within the hour com-
pleted a special training, 
responded to the call to the 

500 block of Block Road, 
just south of Kosmerick 
Road, with Michigan State 
Police.

I n s i d e  t h e  t r a i l e r , 
Campbell had spread fuel 
oil around his bedroom 
and set it on fire, then laid 
down on the bed. When 
his three dogs scrambled 
to get out, Campbell went 
to the door.

MSP troopers Brandon 
Oaks and Doug Tanner, 

MSP

Trailer fi re

Campbell arrested after setting blaze

Caleb Campbell struggled with Michigan State Police after he 
was arrested Wednesday. He wanted police to shoot him and 
set his trailer on fire when they responded.

A 26-year-old wanted police to shoot him Wednesday. Caleb Campbell set his rented trailer on fire when police refused. He was 
taken down and arrested by Michigan State Police on Block Road before noon. DON REID PHOTOS

SEE FIRE,  A5

SEE MERTZ,  A5

SEE KERRY,  A5

By Karri Gruner
kgruner@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — Santa 
Claus visited the Branch 
District Library and shared 
cookies and story time.

S a n t a  r e a d  “ D r e a m 
Snow” by Eric Carle and 
each family went home with 
their own copy of the hard-
covered book, purchased 
through the generosity 
of the Coldwater Rotary 
Club and Kids’ Place of the 
Branch District Library 
System.

Julie Buckling was on 

hand to do family photos, 
with the frames provided 
by Kids’ Place.

The Swallow’s Nest of 
Quincy provided free used 
book coupons for all the 
children, and cookies were 
provided by the Coldwater 
Bob Evans Restaurant.

The letters to Santa, 
along with some of the 
photos, were on display in 
the stairway of the library 
until Christmas.

SANTA VISITS

Branch District Library hosts Santa

RIGHT: Sierra Pifer, 10, writes 
a letter to Santa Claus at the 
Branch District Library.

Santa Claus reads to children at the Branch District Library. KARRI 
GRUNER PHOTOS
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FREE LIVE MUSIC
WEDNESDAY’S

Karaoke with Brent Cole at 8pm

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30
Jacob Mayer at 8:30pm

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31
Evan Burgess at 8:30pm

NEW YEAR’SEVE PARTY!
Saturday, Dec. 31st
Evan Burgess on
stage at 8:30pm

Surf & Turf Dinner
Champagne Toast

at Midnight

Check out all the great FREE shows

on JT’s Billiard Bar Facebook Page!
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

RECORD | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

Thursday, January 5, 
2017
■ BPU 570 Marshall Rd, 
Coldwater, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
517-279-9561.
■ The National Association 
of Anorexia Nervosa and 
Associated Disorders ANAD 
will host a group meeting 
for anorexics, bulimics, 
parents, families and friends 
at 7 p.m. at the Presbyterian 
Church in Coldwater, 52 
Marshall Street. For more 
information, call (517) 
238-5259.
■ The Branch County 
Genealogical Society will 
meet at the Burnside Center 
at 5:30 p.m.
■ Bronson Class of 1953 will 
meet at the Strike Zone at 
11 a.m.
■ AA: 8 p.m. at Coldwater 
United Methodist Church on 
Marshall Street, Coldwater, 
in the choir room.
■ AA Closed: AA meeting 
4:30 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. at 22 
W. Pearl St.
■ Shuffl eboard at Parkhurst 
Park, 1 p.m. Courts are 
located across from Max 
Larsen School. Come one, 
come all. We have lots 
of fun. Extra equipment 
is available. Newcomers 
always welcome.
■ Branch ISD Community 
Playgroup, 10 a.m. - 11:30 
a.m., CHC Community Care 
& Conference Center, 370 
East Chicago Street, Ste. 
400. More information call 
517-279-0033.
■ Presbyterian Health 
Clinic: Free Clinic is still 
open and available to help 
the uninsured and underin-
sured. Located at the corner 
of Church St. & Marshall 
St. in Coldwater. Clinic 
opens at 4 p.m. and the 
doctor arrives around 5 p.m. 
They close at 6:30 p.m. We 
can fi ll prescriptions any 
time the clinic is open. We 
can arrange lab work and 
xrays as needed with CHC. 
We also work with dental 
patients on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of each 
month. Please bring your ID 
and proof of income - 1040 
income tax form if you fi led.
■ 11 a.m., Coldwater Free 
Methodist Church, 200 N. 
Fremont St., will begin host-
ing GriefShare, a special 
weekly seminar and sup-
port group for those who 
are grieving the death of 
someone close to them. 
GriefShare is a time and 
place to associate with 
people who understand 
what the hurting heart feels 
after loss. Please call the 
C.F.M. offi ce at 517-278-
6822, if you have questions 
or wish further information.
■ Group Bike Rides, Join 
other bike enthusiasts to 
ride throughout Branch 
County. Meet at 6:30 p.m. 
(organized by BABA) at 
Heritage Soccer Complex. 
Route: 1.5 to 2 hour rides.
■ The Branch County 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, 220 N. Michigan 
Ave., is collecting old cell 
phones to be recycled. For 
more information, call (517) 
278-SAFE (7233).
■ Beginnings Care For Life 
Center, 213 Marshall Street, 
Coldwater, will be open 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
■ The Community 
Health Center of Branch 
County Lobby Gift Shop is 
open from 9 a.m.to 4 p.m.
■ The Arthritis Aquatic 

Class will take place from 
8:30-9:30 a.m. or 12-1 p.m. 
at the Community Health 
Center of Branch County. 
Call 517-279-5457 for more 
information.
■ A moms in motion class 
will be held from 5-6:30 p.m. 
at CHC. Call 517-279-5408 
for more information.
■ A weight manage-
ment class will be held 
from 5-6:30 p.m. at CHC’s 
Houghton Physical Therapy 
and Rehabilitation Center. 
Call 517-279-5457 for more 
information.
■ Branch ISD Play Group 
meets at the Community 
Care and Conference 
Center, 370 Chicago St., 
from 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.m 
Call 279-0033.
■ Family Success Program 
Community Playgroups will 
meet from 10-11:30 a.m. at 
the Fremont Early Education 
Center, 95 S. Fremont St., 
Coldwater Call 517-279-0066 
for more information.
■ The H&C Burnside Senior 
Center is open from 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Exercise room 
open 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. Library 
open 8 a.m. - 6 p.m, Billiard 
room open 8 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
Penny Bingo 9 a.m., Stained 
Glass workshop 9 a.m. - 
11:30 a.m., Crochet class 
9:30 a.m., Drop in Tai Chi 
class 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., 
Bible study 11 a.m., Bridge 
12:30 p.m., Pool Shooters 
League 1 p.m., Pinochle 1 
p.m., Line Dance lessons 
1:15 p.m., Beginning Chord 
Guitar lessons 1:30 p.m., 
Book Discussion group 2 
p.m., Karaoke 3:15 p.m.
■ Community Action 
Congregate Dining at noon, 
suggested donation of $2.75. 
Call 517-279-8249 for more 
information.
■ The Branch District 
Library, 10 E. Chicago St., 
Coldwater, is open from 
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. For more 
information, call (517) 
278-2341.
■ The Algansee Branch 
Library, 580-B S. Ray Quincy 
Rd., is open from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. For more information, 
call (517) 639-9830.
■ Bronson Branch Library, 
207 N. Matteson , is open 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. For 
more information, call (517) 
369-3785.
■ Quincy Branch Library, 11 
N. Main St. Open 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m. For more information 
call (517) 639-4001.
■ Sherwood Branch Library, 
118 Sherman St., , is open 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For 
more information, call (517) 
741-7976.
■ Union Township Branch 
Library, 195 N. Broadway , is 
open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 741-5061.
■ We Do Recover group of 
Narcotics Anonymous will 
gather at 6 p.m. for a meet-
ing at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 
2, Coldwater. Call (269) 841-
7091 for more information.
■ The Friendship Center, 155 
S. Monroe St., Coldwater, is 
open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For more information, call 
517-227-5104.
■ Freedom Recovery Center, 
62 Division St., Coldwa-
ter offers Open 12 Step 
Recovery Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Headed by a Certifi ed Addic-
tion Counselor.
■ Al-Anon: 8 p.m. at Coldwa-
ter United Methodist Church 
in choir room.
■ AA: closed meeting at 

noon, 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. at 
23 ½   S. Monroe St., Coldwa-
ter behind Shorty’s Barber 
Shop. Message line at (517) 
279-7776.
■ The Reformation 
Lutheran Church in Cold-
water will host Men’s Bible 
Study from 6:30-8 p.m.
■ Moms in Motion session 
from 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
at the Community Health 
Center of Branch County. 
Those interested in par-
ticipating can join anytime. 
For more information or 
to register please contact 
Physical Therapy Depart-
ment at 517-279-5457.
■ DivorceCare will be 
offered at 7 p.m. at the 
Bethel Gilead Community 
Church, 876 Block Road, 
Bronson. For more informa-
tion, call (517) 369-1588.
■ Pleasant Hill Missionary 
Church in Bronson will host 
“Walk and Pray” from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. in the family life 
center.
■ A free fi t club will be held 
at the Burlington Church of 
God at 7 p.m.
■ Habitat for Humanity 
has a Nu-Wool trailer for 
newspaper and phone book 
recycling at Needham Floors 
(the former Albright build-
ing) on M-60, Union City.
■ Lifespan will host a 
blood pressure clinic from 
3:30-4:30 p.m. at Jack’s IGA, 
Union City.
■ Crosswoods Bible Church, 
1144 Dunks Rd., Sherwood, 
offers “Grief Share,” where 
you will fi nd help and 
encouragement after the 
death of a spouse, child, 
family member, or friend. 
Grief Share Recovery Sup-
port Group meets weekly 
from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m., For 
more information call 269-
432-2728 or 269-503-4153.
• The Annex, 98 N. Broad 
St., Hillsdale, will be open 
from 6-11 p.m., with vintage 
Karoake for the senior set 
at 8 p.m.
■ The Welcome Home 
Group, 27 S. Manning, 
Hillsdale, will be the site of 
a Unity Service Recovery 
at 8 a.m. and 6 and 8 p.m. 
Call (517) 437-3516 for more 
information.
■ Grounded In Grace Coffee 
Shop, 300 E. Chicago, 
Jonesville, in the Fellowship 
Hall of the First Presbyte-
rian Church, will be open 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays and 9 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. with Keurig style 
drinks. Enter off Church 
St. entrance. 10% of each 
month’s proceeds will be 
given to a local designated 
community outreach or non-
profi t agency. Come and 
support a local outreach 
and enjoy something warm 
to drink and eat. We serve 
crepes.
■ Non-smoking AA at 9 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. in the downstairs 
at the Hope House, 401 W. 
Chicago, Jonesville.
■ Barnes and Noble, 5701 
Beckley Road, Battle 
Creek, will offer a writer’s 
workshop at 6:30 p.m. Call 
(269) 979-8060 for more 
information.

If you have events you 
wish to place in the cal-
endar please email them 
to mbeckmeyer@thedai-
lyreporter.com or FAX to 
517-278-6041. All cal-
endar event submissions 
must be received 10 days 
in advance of event.

For The Daily Reporter 

COLDWATER — The 
Michigan Association of 
Retired School Personnel 
of Branch County recently 
hosted a holiday Luncheon 
and Christmas Sing-along 
where donated presents 
were provided and later 
delivered to Maple Lawn 
Medical  Care Facil ity 
residents.  

The next meeting of 
MARSP is Jan. 10, with a 
noon luncheon at the Cold-
water United Methodist 
Church. Quincy Exchange 
Students will  present 
t h e  p r o g r a m .  A n y o n e 
retired from a Michigan 
school system is encour-
aged to attend. To make a 
reservation, phone 517-278-
4055.

LUNCHEON AND CHRISTMAS SING-ALONG

MARSP celebrates Christmas

MARSP members Carol Malovey, Julie Olsen, Jack Ferguson, and 
Betty Malovey pose with donated gifts for residents at Maple Lawn 
during a luncheon last month. COURTESY PHOTO

COLDWATER BRANCH OF THE BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY 

Bolton’s projects on display 

Carole Bolton’s collection of her wheat weaving projects will be on display at the Coldwater branch of 
the Branch District Library for the month. COURTESY PHOTO

Today is Wednesday, Jan. 
4, the fourth day of 2017. 
There are 361 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Jan. 4, 1967, “The 
Doors,” the self-titled debut 
album of the rock group 
featuring the song “Light 
My Fire,” was released by 
Elektra Records.

On this date:
In 1717, France, Britain 

and Holland formed a Triple 
Alliance against Spain.

In 1896, Utah was admit-
ted as the 45th state.

In 1904, the Supreme 
Court, in Gonzalez v. Wil-
liams, ruled that Puerto 
Ricans were not aliens 
and could enter the United 
States freely; however, 
the court stopped short of 
declaring them U.S. citizens. 
(Puerto Ricans received U.S. 
citizenship in March 1917.)

In 1935, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, in his State 
of the Union address, called 
for legislation to provide 
assistance for the jobless, 
elderly, impoverished chil-
dren and the handicapped.

In 1943, Soviet dictator 

Josef Stalin made the cover 
of TIME as the magazine’s 
1942 “Man of the Year.”

In 1951, during the Korean 
War, North Korean and 
Communist Chinese forces 
recaptured the city of Seoul 
(sohl).

In 1960, author and 
philosopher Albert Camus 
(al-BEHR’ kah-MOO’) died 
in an automobile accident 
in Villeblevin, France, at 
age 46.

In 1965, President Lyndon 
B. Johnson delivered his 
State of the Union address 
in which he outlined the 
goals of his “Great Society.”

In 1974, President Richard 
Nixon refused to hand 
over tape recordings and 
documents subpoenaed 
by the Senate Watergate 
Committee.

In 1987, 16 people were 
killed when an Amtrak train 
bound from Washington, 
D.C., to Boston collided with 
Conrail locomotives that 
had crossed into its path 
from a side track in Chase, 
Maryland.

In 1990, Charles Stuart, 
who claimed that he’d been 
wounded and his preg-
nant wife fatally shot by a 
robber, leapt to his death 
off a Massachusetts bridge 
after he himself came under 
suspicion.

In 1995, the 104th Con-
gress convened, the first 
entirely under Republican 
control since the Eisen-
hower era.

Ten years ago: Nancy 
Pelosi was elected the 
first female speaker of the 
House as Democrats took 
control of Congress. Harriet 
Miers resigned as White 
House counsel. Vincent 
Sardi Jr., owner of Sardi’s 
restaurant, the legendary 
Broadway watering hole, 
died in Berlin, Vermont, at 
age 91.

Five years ago: Defying 
Republican lawmakers, 
President Barack Obama 
barreled past the Senate by 
using a recess appointment 
to name Richard Cordray 
the first director of the Con-
sumer Financial Protection 
Bureau.

One year ago: Workers 
returned to their offices 
at the San Bernardino, 
California campus where 
14 people were killed the 
previous month in a terror 
attack carried out by a 
county restaurant inspec-
tor Sayed Farook and his 
wife. The Justice Depart-
ment sued Volkswagen 
over emissions-cheating 
software found in nearly 
600,000 vehicles sold in the 
United States.

TODAY IN HISTORY 

Do you love dogs
and cats but

can’t have one
where you live?

Stop by the
Humane Society and
play with the dogs

and cats! They would
enjoy your

companionship.

Companion
Corner

969 W. Wildwood Rd. Quincy

Ph: 639-4426
Open: Sunday - Wednesday 9-12

Thursday 9-5; Friday 9-6
Saturday 9-4

Kindly brought to you by:

15 West Pearl Street • Coldwater • 278-2318

Popcorn is a male about 10 weeks old Blitzen is a litter of mix breed puppies
about 10 weeks old.
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Annual event 
open to the public

COLDWATER — The 21st 
annual Men’s Steak Out 
will be held at 5:30 p.m. 
on Saturday at the Dearth 
Center in Coldwater. The 
event is hosted by the 
Branch County men of 
Integrity with Ken Davis as 
the featured speaker. Tick-
ets are $20 and available 
at the Lamp Post Christian 
Bookstore by check or 
cash. For more informa-
tion visit www.bcmoi.com 
or call 517-278-7009.

 

Fish Fry
COLDWATER — The 

Sons of the Legion will be 
hosting a Fish Fry from 
5-7 p.m. on Saturday at 
the Coldwater American 
Legion, 84 W. Chicago St.

The cost for all you can 
eat is $9 with all proceeds 
going to the SAL projects.

  

BC Dems and 
Friends to meet 

COLDWATER — The 
public is invited to meet 
new offi cers and be 
part of learning how the 
Branch County Democrats 
and Friends will be going 
forward with the local, 
state and national party.  
The meeting is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. Jan. 18 at the 
Coldwater Township Hall.

 

Keep us informed
Do you have an event, 

a meeting, a story idea 
or any type of informa-
tion you want us to know 
about? We want to hear 
from you. We encourage 
organizations, groups, 
businesses, nonprofi ts and 
individuals to email us at 
newsroom@thedailyre-
porter.com. Please include 
all pertinent information, 
including the best way to 
contact you and a reporter 
will be in touch promptly.
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kgruner@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — Coldwater branch of the Branch 
District Library’s Kids Place recently hosted story 
time in the children’s department with Miss Lu.

“The Snowy Day,” by Ezra Keats, was the chosen 
book and it was illustrated with beautiful water 
colors.

After the story the youngster’s participated in arts 
and crafts with watercolor paints.

BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY

Story time 
at Kids Place 

Miss Lu, from the Branch District Library Kids Place, reads the book called, “The Snowy Day,” by Ezra Keats, to local children. 
(Seated left to right) Everett Bain, 3, with mom Holly, Adeline Bain, 5, and Becky Simonds with son Lincoln, age 4. KARRI 
GRUNER PHOTOS

After story time with Miss Lu in the Kids Place, the children 
participate in arts and crafts. Pictured left to right: Lincoln, 4, 
with mom Becky Simonds, Brookly Conner, 5, Adeline Bain, 5, 
Miss Lu and Holly Bain. 

For The Daily Reporter 

QUINCY — The Quincy 
Chain of Lake Tip-Up Fes-
tival committee is gearing 
up for this year’s festival 
Feb. 11 at Tip Up Island.

This year’s festival roy-
alty will be crowned Jan. 
20-21 at Tibbits Opera 
House in Coldwater. The 
Junior Miss pageant will 
be at 7 p.m. Jan. 20. The 
Little Miss pageant is at 1 
p.m. Jan. 21 and the queen 
competition is at 7 p.m. 
Jan. 21 at Tibbits. Tickets 
are $5 at the door.

This year’s royalty will 
represent the community 

during the 55th annual 
festival.

This year six contes-
tants will be vying for the 
queen crown. Contestants 
include, Sara Hickey, a 
junior at Coldwater High 
School; Gabriella Porter, 
a senior at Quincy High 
School; Gabriella Wil-
liams, a sophomore at 
Quincy High School; Maria 
Hostetler, a senior at Cold-
water High School; Kristina 
Richardson, a freshman at 
Quincy High School and 
Ashley Mobley a junior at 
Coldwater High School.

QUINCY TIP-UP

Junior Miss pageant contestants announced

Queen candidates include, (bottom row, from left) Gabriella Porter, 
Maria Hostetler and Sara Hickey. Middle row left is Ashley Mobley 
and Gabreille Williams. Top row left is Katie Kanouse, Kristina 
Richardson and Hannah Economou. COURTESY PHOTO

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Resi-
dents of the West Pearl 
Street Historic District are 

not leaving 
anything to 
c h a n c e  i n 
their oppo-
sition to the 
proposed 75 
unit apart-
ment project 

on the old Fremont Street 
School site.

C o l d w a t e r  P l a n n i n g 
Commissioners will again 
consider the proposed 
rezoning of the 9.25 acres 
from single family — A1 
— to multifamily housing 
— A3 — on Feb. 6 after 
nearly 50 showed up at the 
January meeting to oppose 
the change and raising 
questions.

REZONING 
OPPOSITION 

Neighbors 
push for 
alternative 
of Fremont 
School site

Wood

Mattis cruises to 
likely confi rmation
Retired Gen. James Mattis 
on Thursday moved 
toward likely confi rma-
tion as Donald Trump’s 
defense secretary, easily 
prevailing in a Senate 
vote granting him an 
exemption to run the 
Pentagon as a recently 
retired offi cer. At his 
confi rmation hearing, he 
called Russia the nation’s 
No. 1 security threat, 
accusing its leader of 
trying to “break” NATO. A6

By Alan Fram
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Under 
mounting pressure from 
Donald Trump and rank-
and-file  Republicans, 
congressional leaders are 
talking increasingly about 
chiseling an early bill that 
dismantles President Barack 
Obama’s health care law and 
begins to supplant it with 
their own vision of how the 
nation’s $3 trillion-a-year 
medical system should work.

Yet even as Republicans 
said they will pursue their 
paramount 2017 goal aggres-
sively, leaders left plenty of 
wiggle room Thursday about 
exactly what they will do. 
Their caution underscored 
persistent divisions over how 
to recraft a law they’ve tried 
erasing since its 2010 enact-
ment, plus their desire to 
avoid panicking the 20 million 
people who’ve gained cover-
age under Obama’s overhaul 
or unsettling health insurance 
markets.

In an interview with con-
servative radio host Mike 
Gallagher, House Speaker 
Paul Ryan, R-Wis., said the 
initial repeal and replace leg-
islation will be “the primary 

AFFORDABLE CARE 
ACT

GOP leaders
look to early 
bill, details 
vague

SEE REZONING,  A5

SEE ACA,  A5SEE PAGEANT,  A5

387 E. Fenn Rd. • Coldwater, MI

www.RandMservice.com
517-278-5018

Heating, Cooling, Plumbing,
& Refrigeration

Service all makes and models 

24 hour Emergency Service0% FOR36 MONTHSON ANY NEW
BRYANT FURNACE 

*UPON CREDIT APPROVAL*

A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

NEIGHBORS
CARING FOR
NEIGHBORS.

Since 1994 90 North Michigan Avenue
Coldwater, MI 49036

www.laurelsofcoldwater.com

For more information about the Laurel Way of Caring
or to schedule a tour please call 517.279.9808


