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Submitted on Thursday, October 20, 2016 - 13:07 
Submitted values are: 
 
  ==Your Name and Contact Information== 
    First and Last Name (Optional): 
    Telephone Number (Optional): 
    Email (Optional): 
 
 
  ==Your Message== 
    Subject (Optional): coldwater new chairs 
    Message Body: 
    Please replace the old delapetated wooden uncomfortable wooden 
    chairs 
    With ones like Bronson has please 
 
 
Date unknown: 
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AREA/STATE

For The Daily Reporter 

JACKSON — Congress-
man Tim Walberg (MI-07) 
visited manufacturing facili-
ties and met with students in 
Jackson and Monroe Coun-
ties on Friday in celebration of 
National Manufacturing Day. 

In Monroe County, Walberg 
toured Automatic Handling in 
Erie and talked with Bedford 
students about the impor-
tance of career and technical 

education, or CTE, programs. 
He also spoke at an event at 
Monroe County Community 
College in support of CTE 
and preparing students with 
in-demand skills when they 
enter the workforce. In Jack-
son County, Walberg visited 
Lomar Machine and Tool 
Company in Horton.

“The 7th District is a proud 
manufacturing district with 
hardworking men and women 
who make high quality, 

American-made products. 
Today, and every day, we 
celebrate these dedicated 
workers and the critical role 
manufacturing plays in pro-
viding good-paying jobs and 
increasing economic growth. 
To boost manufacturing and 
innovation here in Michi-
gan, we need to continue to 
invest in a skilled workforce 
and inspire the next gen-
eration to pursue meaningful 
careers in manufacturing and 

technology,” said Walberg. 
A strong supporter of CTE 

and member of the Education 
and the Workforce Commit-
tee, Congressman Walberg 
helped passed the Strength-
ening Career and Technical 
Education for the 21st Century 
Act in September, bipartisan 
legislation to provide more 
Michigan students and work-
ers with the skills they need 
to succeed in the 21st century 
workforce.

JACKSON AND MONROE COUNTIES

Congressman Walberg celebrates National Manufacturing Day

Congressman Tim Walberg tours facilities in Jackson and Monroe 
counties. COURTESY PHOTO

By Julia Baratta 
For Gatehouse Media 

BRONSON — The Bron-
son Branch of the Branch 
District Library recently 
had a coffin in the basement 
of the building and there 
was a body in it as well.

Steve and Carol Bavin 
of Coldwater presented a 
program about “Death and 
Mourning in the 1860s” on 
Oct. 6, with many visuals 
for the attendees to see. 
The front of the basement 
was reminiscent of a parlor 
from homes of that time and 
included many of the tradi-
tions from a funeral.

It was established that 
the deceased was William 
Frederick with his wife 
Mary beside the casket. He 

had chosen to serve in the 
Confederate army, rebel-
ling against the family and 
died while in the service. 
This introduced the reason 
for the flag on the coffin 
and the various practices 
being performed during the 
mourning time.

The front parlor was the 
common location of the 
body while the prepara-
tions were being made for 
the service. 

The flowers were brought 
in to cover the disagree-
able smell that came off 
the decomposing corpse. 
Clocks were stopped at the 
time of death and many 
things were covered with a 
black veil.

The widow was expected 
to wear black and many 

times that required that she 
dye a few pieces of her good 
clothing. It was a common 
practice that she would be 

in full black for the first 
year and day after the death 
of her spouse. After that, 
touches of white would be 

allowed and considered 
respectful. She was also 
then available to consider 
remarrying.

The casket was made 
of wicker and back then 
that was the most expen-
sive unit a family could 
purchase. 

Within it were several 
items of significance to the 
family and the deceased. 
William’s uniform was 
not on him but folded and 
included along with a Bible 
and other symbolic items.

There were many super-
stitions that people feared 
in the 1860s. Many of them 
related to the person’s soul 
having an easy departure to 
the next world. 

These included the clocks 
being stopped, not looking 

into the deceased’s eyes, 
and covering the mirrors 
in the home.

Hair art was very popular 
during this time with locks 
of hair being inserted into 
brooches, made into jew-
elry and used for pictures 
that would be hung on the 
wall.

The Bavins have pre-
sented their program in 
several states and are regu-
lar participants in the Civil 
War Days held in Coldwater 
on Memorial Day weekend. 
The wicker casket has been 
donated for their programs 
by Dutcher Funeral Home. 
They have been reenacting 
for almost ten years and 
share their research with 
the public in the form of 
programs and talks.

BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY

‘Death and Mourning in the 1860s’ draws crowd 

Steve and Carol Bavin pose with the casket in the “front parlor” 
at the Bronson Library after their program about traditions in the 
1860s. JULIA BARATTA PHOTO

unrighteous king of 
Babylon. The words of 
Daniel 2:20-21 are true, 
“Blessed be the name of 

God forever and ever, to 
whom belong wisdom and 
might. He changes times 
and seasons; he removes 
kings and sets up kings.”

The third reminder is 
what Paul says in Phi-
lippians 3:20-21, “our 

citizenship is in heaven, 
and from it we await a 
Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ who will transform 
our lowly body to be like 
his glorious body, by the 
power that enables him 
even to subject all things 

to himself.” Perhaps this 
is actually tying the other 
two together. The Chris-
tian is called to live in 
two kingdoms, and to live 
knowing that final salva-
tion is not in this world.

So what do we do with 

this? We vote. We sup-
port candidates we believe 
will do their best, knowing 
that Christians might dis-
agree on this with others 
and with each other. 
Remember that this elec-
tion — no election — will 

control God, or change his 
love for his people.

— Pastor Everett Henes, 
the pastor of the Hillsdale 
Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church, can be reached at 
pastorhenes@gmail.com.

HENES
From Page A6
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Call NOW and set up a  
convenient time to visit us for  
your in-office demonstration* 

 and you will receive a FREE  
$20 Walmart® gift card** 

 
 

 

$500 OFF†

 
a pair of Premium or  

Ultimate hearing aids.

 
 

  

SAVE UP TO

Schedule your FREE Hearing Assessment Today! (888) 439-9540

Your best defense against hearing loss is recognizing  
that you may have hearing loss. Signs of hearing loss include:

Trouble following conversations
Thinking people seem to �mumble� all the time 
Ringing, buzzing or hissing sounds in your ears
People often repeating themselves when speaking with you

 
       shopping mall, car or movie theater

Trouble hearing people when they�re not facing you or are in another room

OCTOBER IS 
National Audiology Awareness &  

Protect Your Hearing Month

More than half of those people are younger than age 65!

 
symptoms at left, schedule a hearing 
assessment today!

As an additional incentive, we are 
pleased to provide you with these  
money-saving coupons.
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Ringing, buzzing or hissing sounds in your ears
Thinking people seem to �mumble� all the time 
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that you may have hearing loss. Signs of hearing loss include:
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“Within” our town.
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STUDENTS 
VISIT STATE 
CAPITOL
PAGE A3
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The  daily newspaper for Branch County, covering
Coldwater, Bronson, Quincy, Union City and Tekonsha

Thursday, October 27, 2016

Food and music
WHAT: Crockpot event
WHEN: 5 to 7 p.m. Saturday
WHERE: Coldwater Ameri-
can Legion
DETAILS: The public is wel-
comed to join for favorite 
legion recipes and live 
music performed by Jim 
Dove from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

BCCADV
WHAT: Fundraiser
WHEN: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Saturday
WHERE: McDonald’s in 
Coldwater
DETAILS: Coalition staff 
members will be onsite to 
answer questions

Live music
WHAT: The Private Road 
Band
WHEN: 7 to 11 p.m., 
Saturday
WHERE: The Eagles Hall
DETAILS: Enjoy live music

Free movie
WHAT: Casper
WHEN: 9 a.m., Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday
WHERE: NCG Cinema
DETAILS: The movie is 
sensory friendly

Live music
WHAT: The Jim Stout Band
WHEN: 8 p.m., Saturday
WHERE: JT’s Billiard Bar 
and Grill
DETAILS: Enjoy live music

 
 

Keep us informed
Do you have an event, 
a meeting, a story idea 
or any type of informa-
tion you want us to know 
about? We want to hear 
from you. We encourage 
organizations, groups, 
businesses, nonprofi ts and 
individuals to email us at 
newsroom@thedailyre-
porter.com. Please include 
all pertinent information, 
including the best way to 
contact you and a reporter 
will be in touch promptly.

IS using hundreds 
as human shields
Islamic State militants have 
been going door to door 
in villages south of Mosul, 
ordering people at gunpoint 
on a mileslong trek into 
the city and using them 
as human shields as the 
extremists prepare to defend 
it from Iraqi forces. A7

NATION/WORLD

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Cold-
water Police are looking 
for 35-year-old Brandon 

E i c h l e r  o f 
Bronson, 
a f t e r  t w o 
officers and 
a patrol car 
were struck 
d u r i n g  a n 
investiga-

tion of an unconscious male 
in a car.

Officers from the Cold-
water Police Department 
responded to the medical 
call at the strip mall at 710 E. 
Chicago St., Coldwater, at 
around 12:07 p.m. Tuesday.

A white male was inside 
the black 2012 Chevrolet 
Impala bearing a Michi-
gan license plate that is 

registered to Eichler.
According to a press 

release from the CPD 
Wednesday, “Officers 
attempted to get the sus-
pect to exit the vehicle 
after observing suspected 
contraband in the passen-
ger compartment of the 
vehicle.”

Officers spotted drugs in 
the car.

“The driver of the vehi-
cle fled the scene, striking
two Coldwater City Police
officers and also hitting a
Coldwater Police patrol
vehicle,” the press release

WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN

Police identify suspect 

For The Daily Reporter 

COLDWATER — B.J. Mallen 
performed a variety of tricks in 
a mixed group of all ages with 
a tie-in to the first book of the 
Potter series, “The Sorcerer’s 

Stone.” This book is the Kids’ 
Place of the Coldwater branch 
of the Branch District Library’s 
October Family Book Club read. 
The next program that is part of 
our Potter theme will be held at 1 
p.m. on Saturday.

Nikki from Pruess Pets of Lan-
sing will be sharing a variety of 
live creatures with the theme 
of “Muggle Creatures: The Key 
to Mystical Beginnings.”

The event is appropriate for all 
ages.

BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY 

Magic of Harry Potter

Kids enjoy the show at the Library. COURTESY PHOTO

Eichler

Eichler hit offi  cers, 
patrol car

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — The 
C o l d w a t e r  D o w n t o w n 
Development Authority 
started talking Wednesday 
about what could be done to 
encourage more retail busi-
ness downtown.

Outgoing member Dave 
Nagle of Wilber’s Furniture 
said his business only sees 
significant walk-in traf-
fic from events now put 
on through the Coldwater 
Chamber of Commerce, 
especially since Taylor’s 

closed this year and with 
the closing of J.C. Penney’s 
in the last decade.

The DDA approved con-
tributing $10,000 from its 
budget for the next year, 
matching its expenditure 
for this year for the Cah-
mer’s work.

“The average combined 

atten-
d a n c e  a t 
our winter, 
spring and 
fall festivals 
was 18,000 
people, with 
an average 

of 500 each Tuesday in 
July for the Entertainment 
Series,” Chamber Execu-
tive Director Nicole Steele 
reported to the DDA.

Other downtown events 
run through the Chamber 
include Art Walks, Michi-
gan’s Longest Garage Sales, 
the Halloween parade, 

Santaland and its newest 
addition, the Corner Farm-
er’s Market, which attracts 
an average of 750 visitors 
on Saturdays in June to 
September.

The DDA had a full-time 
director who ran many 
of the events in the past, 
but the job was eliminated 
after tax revenues fell with 
the recession of 2008.

“Your support helped 
offset the cost to admin-
ister these events, as well 
as advertising expenses, 
printing, entertainment 
and supplies,” Steele said.

DDA Chairman Brad 
Rockey pointed to Lilah’s 
Bridal opening as a new 
retail store, with a former 
employee taking over that 
business.

Rockey said he was aware 
that two businesses went to 
Hillsdale and Three Rivers 
because of incentives there.

The DDA set aside the 
$65,000 it made on the 
sale of the old Standard Oil 
Station on Chicago at Clay 
streets.

“The money could have 

DDA

Board looks to encourage retail business downtown

Nagle Rockey Wingard

SEE EICHLER,  A5

SEE BOARD,  A5

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Even 
with a revised lower bid, 
money is the issue delay-
ing plans to start building a 
new Branch County Animal 
Shelter.

Branch County Admin-
i s t r a t o r  B u d  N o r m a n 

announced 
Tuesday 
that Pearson 
Construc-
t i o n  o u t 
o f  B e n t o n 
H a r b o r  — 
t h e  o n l y 

responder to the request 
for proposal — cut its 
original bid from $618,710 
to $438,000. That still is 
too high for the insurance 
funds of $300,000 paid to 
the county after a fire dam-
aged the current shelter in 
May 2015.

“We have been in contact 
with Hillsdale County, and 
they have voiced interest in 
this,” Norman told Branch 
County Commissioners on 
Tuesday.

I n  t h e  p a s t ,  B r a n c h 
County has contracted to 
take animals from Hillsdale 
County.

“We continue to talk to 
them to help us with the 
capital necessary for con-
struction on this facility,” 
Norman said.

Once there is a decision 
from Hillsdale County, 
Branch County Commis-
sioners must then decide 
whether to dip into local 
funds in order to construct 
the new, smaller shelter 
next to the current Branch 
County Jail.

ANIMAL SHELTER

County is 
still short 
funds

Norman

SEE FUNDS,  A5
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FREE LIVE MUSIC
WEDNESDAY’S

Karaoke with Brent Cole at 8pm

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28
Those 3 Guys at 8pm

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4

Scotty Butters Returns at 8pm

HAPPY HOUR
3 TO 5PM Monday - Thursday

$1.00 off Drinks & Appetizers

HALLOWEENBASH #5
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29

Costume Contest with Prizes
Scary Food and Drink Specials
The Metro’s on stage at 9pm

Thursday, October 27, 2016 A5THE DAILY REPORTER

JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF

ASK DR. K

ADVICE | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

DEAR DOCTOR K: I know 
I should be eating more 
whole grains, but for years 
I’ve been eating white 
bread, white rice and 
white pasta. I don’t know 
where to begin the switch 
to whole grains. Can you 
help?

DEAR READER: Like you, 
many of my patients and 
I are making the switch to 
whole grains. Why? Diets 
rich in whole grains are 
linked with a reduced risk 
of many medical condi-
tions, including diabetes, 
heart disease, obesity and 
certain cancers.

Whole-grain kernels 
are essentially plant seeds 
that have been removed 
from their inedible husks. 
All the grains we eat now 
started as whole grains, 
but we’ve stripped them 
down and lost some of the 
nutrition. Whole grains 
include unrefined ver-
sions of familiar foods like 
wheat, corn, rice, oats, 
barley and rye.

Whole grains may take 
a little getting used to, 
especially if you’re accus-
tomed to fluffy white rice 
and instant oatmeal.  The 
following tips may help 
you get started:

■ Start with the familiar. 
Switch to a whole-grain 
version of something you 
already eat. For example, 
try brown or wild rice 
instead of white rice. Or 
try whole-grain pasta 
instead of white pasta.  

■ Go gradually. Add 
whole grains a little at 
a time. For example, 
try mixing some brown 
rice into your white rice 
or replacing half your 
white pasta with whole-
grain pasta. Substitute 
whole-grain cereals for 
quick-cooking varieties.

■ Take shortcuts. Whole 
grains take longer to cook. 
Speed the process by soak-
ing them first. (Don’t try 
this with pasta, though!)

■ Rethink snacks. 
Surprise! Popcorn is a 
whole grain, too. It’s 
a great substitute for 
chips and pretzels. I have 
mid-evening popcorn 
once or twice a week. If I 
pour some olive oil over 
the kernels before pop-
ping them, I don’t need to 
add butter after they’re 
popped. (You do need to 
add some salt, though.)

■ Be adventurous. 
Quinoa, in three colors, is 
now easy to find. And the 
so-called “ancient grains” 
— including amaranth, 
bulgur, farro, Kamut, 
millet, spelt, sorghum and 
teff — are also becoming 
familiar on grocery shelves 
and in restaurants.

■ Don’t be fooled. When 
you’re buying packaged 
baked goods or cereals, 
look for “whole grain” on 
the label. “Multigrain” 
means only that the prod-
uct is made from more 
than one grain, not that 
those grains are whole.

Finally, be assured that 
cooking whole grains 
does not involve long and 
complicated instructions. 
Combine the dry grain 
and liquid in a pot with 
water or broth, bring it to 
a boil, then simmer until 
the liquid is absorbed. It’s 
easy to eat healthy — and 
it tastes delicious.

— Dr. Komaroff is a phy-
sician and professor at 
Harvard Medical School.

Gradually 
add whole 
grains for  
healthier diet

DEAR ABBY: I’m 18 and a 
freshman in college. My 
16-year-old brother is 
supposed to be a junior in 
high school, but he’s still 
taking freshman classes. 
He has gone to school 
maybe twice this year. He 
just gave up and dropped 
out.

All he does is stay home, 
sleep and text all day. It 
makes me angry because I 
don’t work right now, but I 
clean, cook, do laundry and 
take care of my younger 
siblings while he does 
absolutely nothing.

Mom has given up on 
him. She begs him to go to 
school and get an educa-
tion, but he yells at her 
and tells her he doesn’t 
care and he’ll just become 
a hobo.  What would you 
do? — BIG SISTER IN NEW 
YORK

DEAR BIG SISTER: If your 
brother is a junior and still 
taking freshman classes, 
he belongs back in school. 
He may be lazy, but he may 
also have learning dis-
abilities. If he doesn’t get 
the help he needs to earn 
a diploma, he’ll be virtu-
ally unemployable by the 
time he’s 18. Your mother 
should visit his school and 
talk to his teachers and the 
principal about this. 

DEAR ABBY: I am 47 years 
old and date younger, usu-
ally very attractive women. 
I live in New York City, so 
they tend to be models. 
I haven’t been married 
because I feel like I haven’t 
met “the one.” I have been 
with one or two women 
who could have been the 
one, only to find out my 
feelings weren’t recipro-
cated. But more often I 
don’t feel an emotional/
intellectual connection, so 
I end the relationship.

While I might be able to 
resolve that issue by dating 
women in their late 30s 
and 40s, I’m more physi-
cally attracted to younger 
women. Because I don’t 
look my age, I have yet to 
reach the point where I 
look “too old” for women 
in their 20s to be attracted.

Do I continue to follow 
my male instincts and date 
younger women, or should 
I date women closer to my 
age to whom I may not be 
as physically attracted, 
knowing there’s still no 
guarantee I’ll meet some-
one with whom I’ll find a 
stronger connection? — 
LIKES ‘EM YOUNGER

DEAR LIKES: Forgive me 
for answering your ques-
tion with a question, but 
what do you really want 
in a relationship? The 
problem with youth is that 
it doesn’t last. As the years 
go by, we get older — if 
we’re lucky. That’s why 
it’s time to start listing 
your priorities, with the 
help of a licensed mental 
health professional, if 
necessary.  I urge you to do 
it soon, before you start 
looking like your date’s 
rich uncle. While marriage 
may not be for everyone, 
it’s a known fact that mar-
ried men live longer.

— Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Contact Dear Abby 
at www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069.

Learning 
disability 
could be root 
of  problems

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Nick 
Houghton, 20, will have 
a felony criminal record 
because he hung out with 
the wrong crowd in his 
Bronson home.

Officers from the Bron-
son Police Department 
raided Houghton’s State 
Street home on July 10, 
where he was in the base-
ment with a co-defendant 

while Ryan 
Stoner 
was selling 
meth to an 
undercover 
agent. That 
was enough 
for Branch 

County Prosecutor Ralph 
Kimble to oppose sentenc-
ing under Section 7411 of 
the public health code.

Under 7411, that would 
have meant that if Hough-
ton successfully completed 

probation, he would not 
have a conviction listed on 
his record.

Branch County Circuit 
Court Judge Bill O’Grady 
agreed, “because of the 
environment and other 
people involved, 7411 is not 
appropriate.”

The judge did give 
Houghton a break because 
he has a job. His two years 
probation will allow him to 
work in Indiana, and all over 
the 29 days time served of 

his nine-month jail sen-
tence was suspended.

“I am sorry for what I 
did,”  Houghton told the 
judge. “I am a changed 
man.”

There were three bags of 
meth with Houghton. As 
part of a plea bargain, he 
was allowed to plead guilty 
to possession of cocaine, 
a four-year felony, rather 
than the 10-year meth pos-
session, “a legal fiction” 
since no cocaine was found.

CIRCUIT COURT 

Plea deal in Bronson meth case 

Houghton

MARKET WATCH

Dow 18,199.33 ▲ 30.06
Nasdaq  5,250.27 ▼ 33.13
S&P  2,139.43 ▼ 3.73
Russell  1,204.75 ▼ 11.35
NYSE  10,528.19 ▼ 22.00

an impact on multiple 
businesses rather than just 
one,” Rockey suggested.

The DDA had planned to 
buy only one building for 
renovation.

Kerr Building developer 
and DDA board member 
Jennifer Wingard said the 
state is looking for match-
ing funds on projects.

Coldwater Community 
Development Director 
Keith Baker said the state 
is willing to help with 
revolving loan block grant 

funds of up to 50 percent 
for projects, with the 
owner required to provide 
25 percent. There was a 
question as to whether or 
not the DDA could provide 
another 25 percent.

H e  s a i d  t h e  p r o j -
ects must be to provide 
jobs, eliminate blight or 
directly impact low- or 
moderate-income per-
sons. A workshop was 
held in September with 
M i c h i g a n  E c o n o m i c 
Development Corpo-
ration staff on putting 
apartments in buildings 
downtown. Eight people 
attended, representing 

five buildings.
The DDA had used funds 

for facade improvements 
in the past. Rockey sug-
gested the DDA might 
want to look at financial 
assistance for new busi-
nesses by subsidizing 
rents for part of the time, 
to allow them to become 
established.

“(The sale money) is not 
a lot of money to make an 
impact,” he said. “The 
Standard Oil money needs 
to be a stimulus to get 
something started.”

Nagle said the DDA 
may also need to put 
together a presentation 

to show interested busi-
nesses the advantages 
of downtown Coldwater 
— “that we have a DDA, 
we have strong Chamber 
involvement.”

He pointed out that 
many service businesses 
have moved to the main 
street from side streets, 
“but they don’t provide 
much retail traffic.”

Rockey pointed to Stur-
gis, which requires that at 
least 51 percent of a busi-
ness on a main street be 
retail under its ordinances.

The DDA will discuss 
the issue again at its Nov. 
18 meeting.

BOARD
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continued. “The sus-
pect fled the area in an 
unknown direction of 
travel.”

Police searched along 
both Willowbrook Road 
and Sauk River Drive, and 
Branch County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies were sent 

to Eichler’s former Bron-
son residence and his Gilead 
Lake address trying to find 
him.

The bearded man — 
believed to be Brandon 
David Eichler — is a white 
male, 6 feet 1 inch tall, 175 
lbs., brown hair and brown 
eyes and “is a believed to 
be the driver of the suspect 
vehicle.”

If anyone has information 

about Brandon David 
Eichler’s whereabouts, they 
should contact the Coldwa-
ter Police Department at 
(517) 278-4525.”

In 2010, Eichler was sen-
tenced to serve four years of 
a six-year prison sentence, 
after he pleaded guilty to 
battery by means of a deadly 
weapon for stabbing a girl-
friend at the Crooked Lake 
home they shared. He had 

used a butcher knife to cut 
the woman’s hair and stab 
her in the leg while hitting 
her during the argument.

At that time, Eichler had 
been facing charges from 
June 2009, when he broke 
into the home of a man 
seeing his ex-girlfriend to 
attack him.

Eichler served two years 
prison and had been on 
parole in Indiana.

EICHLER
From Page A1

LEFT: B.J. Mallen performs for kids at the Library. RIGHT: Abdullah O. He won a copy of “The Sorcerer’s Stone” by being B.J.’s audience 
participant for the mind-reading portion of the program. COURTESY PHOTOS

Pearson — which is 
currently finishing con-
struction of the new 
Berrien County Animal 
Shelter — cut 1,100 square 
feet from the proposed 
5,175 square-foot size.

The sheriff and animal 
control officer requested 
20 kennels for dogs, based 
on the current and future 
use.  Pearson cut the 

number in half, but left 
space to construct 10 more 
approved kennels inside 
the building. Norman said 
the extra would be needed 
if Hillsdale participates.

Hallways were reduced, 
the building height cut by 
six feet, and the heating 
and air conditioning recon-
figured. No air return was 
built into the cat and isola-
tion areas.

A two-vehicle garage 
was cut to one to maintain 
safe entry of animals into 

the building.
The county wants to 

build any new facility next 
to the county jail to be 
able to use trusties in the 
operation. Norman said it 
would also be the site of 
any future new jail. The 
county had delayed deci-
sions on the shelter until 
after the Aug. 2 election, 
which saw the defeat of a 
jail bond millage.

Norman is not sure when 
he will have recommenda-
tions for a final commission 

decision, but the insurance 
company wants construc-
tion to start this winter. 
Following the current 
plans will require the com-
mission to take funds from 
capital contingencies and/
or the fund balance to build 
the project.

The current shelter 
would then go for other 
governmental use. It sits on 
land owned by the Branch 
County Road Commis-
sion at 168 S. Ray Quincy 
Road, Quincy.

FUNDS
From Page A1

BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY 

More Magic of Harry Potter

STATE BRIEFS

Man charged says 
he’s innocent 

DETROIT — A 49-year-old 
man facing a terrorism-
related charge after threats 
to Detroit police and Chief 
James Craig were spray 
painted on a building says 
he’s innocent.

The Wayne County pros-
ecutor’s this week charged 
Stuart Lewis of Detroit with 
making a threat of terrorism, 
which carries a penalty of 
up to 20 years in prison upon 
conviction. The threats were 
painted last week on the west 
side commercial building.

ACLU fi les new 
complaint

GRAND BLANC — The 
American Civil Liberties Union 
has fi led a new complaint 
against a Flint-area Catholic 
hospital that didn’t allow a 
doctor to perform steriliza-
tion surgery on a woman who 
had brain tumors.

The Detroit News reports 
Tuesday’s complaint was with 
the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services’ Offi ce 
for Civil Rights.

It says Genesys hospital in 
Grand Blanc didn’t allow Jes-
sica Mann’s doctor last year 

to give her a tubal ligation. 
She wanted to prevent future 
pregnancies due to health 
risks and said she had to fi nd 
a new doctor and hospital 
before giving birth.

Kaine to rally 
unionized workers 

WARREN — Democratic vice 
presidential candidate Tim 
Kaine will campaign at a get-
out-the-vote rally in suburban 
Detroit on Sunday, nine days 
before the Nov. 8 election.

The Virginia senator plans 
to speak with more than 500 

union members and their 
families at the Michigan 
Regional Council of Carpen-
ters and Millwrights in Warren 
in Macomb County.

Others planning to attend 
include Michigan Sen. Gary 
Peters and Doug McCarron, 
president of the United Broth-
erhood of Carpenters and 
Millwrights.

The rally is scheduled to 
begin at 6 p.m. 

Another event with Kaine 
is also planned Sunday 
although no details have been 
released.

—The Associated Press
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THINGS
TO DO

UNION CITY
UCE PTO to hold
monthly meeting

The Union City Elementary
School Parent Teacher
Organization will hold their
November meeting Thursday
at 3 p.m. at the school.

UNION CITY
Local theater to
present play

The On Broadway, Little
Black Box theater will present
“The Secret of Cell Block 7”
Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day at 7 p.m.

UNION CITY
Leaf clean-up to
be held at museum

A leaf clean-up day will be
held Saturday at the Hammond
House Museum, beginning at
10 a.m. The Society for
Historic Preservation is asking
that community members
pitch in the effort and that they
bring their own rake.

UNION CITY
Church to host
Sauerkraut Supper

Our Savior Lutheran Church
will host their annual Sauerkraut
Supper Saturday from 5 - 7 p.m.

UNION CITY
Church to host
concert and dinner

The Union City Wesleyan
Church will present King’s Four
in concert Sunday at 10:45 a.m.
The concert will be followed by
a Thanksgiving dinner.

ATHENS
Yard pick-up
Day to be held

The Village of Athens will
host their annual Yard Pick-up
Day next Monday.

UNION CITY
Chamber to hold
November meeting

The Union City Chamber of
Commerce will meet next
Tuesday at 7:30 a.m. at The
Daily Grind.

Theater to present ‘The secret of Cell Block 7’
On Broadway Little Black

Box Theater will present “The
Secret Of Cell Block 7” this
weekend.

Show times are 7 p.m.
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
and 3:30 on Sunday. Tickets are
$7 for general admission, and $5
for seniors, Veterans and students.
Tickets are on sale now. Call 517-
617-0954 for reservations.

For more information about
future shows, please check out
On Broadway Little Black Box
Theater on Facebook. Interested
in being part of future produc-
tions? Contact the theater and
organizers will be glad to give
information about upcoming
shows or other information
about the theater. New actors
are always welcome

Play synopsis:You’ve been sent
to jail, so prepare to be “booked” by
a singingMarcia Clarkwannabe. In
your holding cell, you will meet
four zany women who are awaiting
trial for murder.

As the plot unfolds, so do the
motives. Who killed Roger
Mills? Could it be his preten-
tious sister, a co-worker who
thinks she is Elvis, that sweet lit-

tle girl next door, or his massage
therapist who happens to have a
secret of her own.

The audience will be actively
involved in this campy comedy by
sifting through the physical evi-
dence in the case and finally choos-
ing the ending they want to see by
electing a murderer! A bitingly
funny script and bright, catchy
music make this a sure winner.

Fall fun at the library
Dearth Union Township Branch Library recently hosted a pumpkin col-
oring craft. Youth of all ages attended and enjoyed the opportunity to
color and take home their own pumpkin. (Photos by Andrea Tennyson)

In order to prepare for concrete and paving, The Village of Union City closed the intersection of North Broadway and High streets for an esti-
mated three weeks. The intersection was closed last Tuesday and will remain closed for approximately two more weeks. Downtown business-
es will remain open and can be accessed from the Ellen/Hammond Steet and North Broadway Street intersection.

Under construction

Don’t forget to visit us on Facebook.

Western Michigan University
recently announced its list of
graduates for the summer semes-
ter. Local graduates include:

Athens - Patrick Louis

Klein, Bachelor of Social Work
Social Work, Cum Laude

Union City - Justin Eric
Herman, Bachelor of Business
Administration Finance

WMU releases grad list

Hours: Closed Monday & Sunday
Tues 9:00 - 5:00pm, Wed 9:00 - 6:00pm
Thurs 9:00 - 5:00pm, Fri 9:00 - 4:00pm

Saturday 9:00 - Noon

Dearth Union Township Branch Library
195 N. Broadway St., Union City, MI. 49094

Tel: (517) 741-5061 . Fax: (517) 741-5061

UCHS welcomes foreign exchange students
by Alona Hayden

This school year, Union City
High School is host to three for-
eign exchange students of
diverse backgrounds.

Mirjam Barelkowski hails
from Germany, while Ana
Alvarez calls Mexico home and
Marika Endo is from Japan.

Mirjam Barelkowski shared
that she has always wanted to
study abroad so that she can
improve her English skills,
experience the culture that so
many talk about and is seen in
movies.

The German student has
studied English since third grade
and has traveled in Europe and
to Malawi. While both of her
parents speak English, her moth-
er is more fluent due to require-
ments of her job.

Barelkowski shared that her
parents were very supportive of
her studying in the United states.

“They think it’s a great way
to learn a new culture event
hough they miss me,” she
shared.

When it comes to differences
in culture, Barelkowski said the
most shocking is that patriotism
is very different here than it is in
Germany. As far as school goes,
she shared that it is easier here in
the United states because in
Germany, she has 14 subjects in
a week and her schedule is not
always the same.

The student enjoys the small-
town atmosphere of Union City,
as she grew up in a big city.

“I like living in the country
because it is not so hectic,” she
elaborated.

The students, however, is
frustrated with the lack of public
transportation and not being able

to go somewhere on her own.
Food, of course, is another

cultural aspect that Barelkowski
is still getting used to.

“The containers are way big-
ger here, and the food is more
greasy and fatty. There is not as
much fast food in Germany,” she
explained.

Barelkowski most misses the
familiarity of home.

“I miss knowing what’s
going to happen and what the
school day will be like,” she
noted.

Back in Germany,
Barelkowski lives with her par-
ents and has a sister. Her Union
City host family and Scott and
Chrissy Bigelow, and their five
children.

“I have a lot of host siblings,
so I’m never alone,” the student
said of the difference in home
life.

Upon return to her home
country, Barelkowski plans to
finish the last two years of high
school, take a year off to volun-
teer or travel, and attend college.

Ana Alvarez decided to
study abroad because she want-
ed the experience living away
from home, learn a new culture,
and meet new people. She has
studied the English language
since first grade and has visited
the United states previously,
having traveled to Disney Word,
Miami and Seattle.

The student shared that her
parents, who speak some
English, thought it was a great
idea for Alvarez to study abroad
because it will prepare her for
the future.

The most shocking differ-
ence for Alvarez between
Mexico and her temporary home

are the weather and clothing
styles. School is different
because, at home, she stayed in
one classroom while students
came to students to teach differ-
ent subjects, and that every day
was different.

So far, Alvarez has most
enjoyed the weather, and the
small-town atmosphere, as she
lives in a city back home. She is
not so big on the food however,
as it is very fattening.

“Almost everything here is
precooked, nothing is fresh,” she
commented on the cuisine.
Alvarez does, however, enjoy a
bowl of chili, which is not avail-
able in her home country.

Alvarez most misses her
friends and everything they did
together. At home, she lived with
her parents and younger brother
and sister. Her Union City host
family are Tiffany and Mike
Kiersey.

“I have to take care of my
own stuff and laundry,” Alvarez
said of the biggest difference in
home life.

In the future, Alvarez plans to
attend college and study abroad
again.

Marika Endo, of Japan, is
excited to learn American cul-
ture and to use the English skills
she learned in Japan. She has
studied the language since third

grade.
While both of her parents

speak English, her father is more
fluent because he is required to
speak it for his career.

“They both encouraged me to
study abroad,” Endo said of par-
ents’ support.

The most shocking differ-
ence Endo has encountered so
far is that couples kiss each other
in front of strangers. “It is very
weird to me,” she commented.

The student shared that
school is very different here in
the United States because she is
used to subjects changing every

Marika Endo, Mirjam Barelkowski and Ana Alvarez are attending UCHS this school year.

See Exchange, page 6
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Meeting
What: CASA Volunteer 
meeting
When: 6:30-7:30 p.m., Today
Where: CHC Conference 
Center
Details: The meeting is free 
and will provide informa-
tion on becoming a Court 
Appointed Special Advo-
cate for children in Branch 
County. Refreshments will 
be provided.

Live Music
What: Scotty Butters
When: 8:30 p.m., Friday
Where: JT’s Billiard Bar and 
Grill
Details: Enjoy free live music

Craft Show
What: Fall Festival and Craft 
Show
When: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
Saturday
Where: Legg Middle School
Details: All proceeds from 
vendor registrations will go 
to the Naomi Davis Shel-
terhouse and Altrusa Teen 
S.H.A.R.E. Concessions will 
be available.

Annual event
What: Tibbits Auction
When: 6 -10:30 p.m., 
Saturday
Where: Tibbits Opera House
Details: On the High Seas 
is the theme for the annual 
auction. It is free to enter 
with a live and silent auc-
tion, hors D’oeuvres and 
beverages available.

Children’s event
What: Superhero Training 
Camp
When: 1-3 p.m., Sunday
Where: Dearth center
Details: The cost is $25 per 
child, includes one adult, 
and $5 for additional adults. 
Come dressed as your favor-
ite superhero. The event 
presented by the Children’s 
Museum of Branch County.

Keep us informed
Do you have an event, a 
meeting, a story idea or 
any type of information you 
want us to know about? 
We want to hear from you. 
We encourage organiza-
tions, groups, businesses, 
nonprofi ts and individuals 
to email us at newsroom@
thedailyreporter.com. 
Please include all pertinent 
information, including the 
best way to contact you and 
a reporter will be in touch 
promptly.

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Six
months after complaints
regarding lack of secu-
rity at the emergency
room of the Community
Health Center of Branch
County, administration
will take steps to secure
the care facility.

The hospital safety
committee requested
CHC hire an architect
firm to address safety
concerns 
in the ER 
f o r  b o t h 
staff and 
patients.

“ I t ’ s  a 
different 
world we 
are living 
in today,” 
said   CHC 
President 
a n d  C E O 
Randy 
DeGroot.

The 
report came back with
48 topics for discussion
and consideration, which
were presented to the
CHC trustees education
committee.

Trustees Dr. David
Fuchs, the ER director,
and John Morrell took it
upon themselves to meet 
with hospital facility
manager Bill Earl to get
pricing on certain options
in order to proceed in
stages.

“Everything the archi-
tect recommended was
very costly and probably
unnecessary at this time,
including having a secu-
rity guard,” Fuchs said.

The ER director did say
that safety concerns are
growing.

“We are concerned
based on what has hap-
pened in other emergency
departments around the
country,” Fuchs said.
“ M a i n l y  b e c a u s e  o f
drugs and alcohol abuse.
And because emergency
departments are trying to
limit the amount of nar-
cotics. We are under new

CHC

Hospital 
will increase 
ER security

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Branch 
County Prosecutor Ralph 
Kimble was criticized last 
week for a Facebook post 
on his personal page warn-
ing drug dealers that they 
will face maximum charges 
if caught in Branch County.

The post — which Kimble 
admits is a “rant” — stated, 
“Attention drug addicts: 
Branch County will not 
tolerate you. This is not a 
safe zone. If you need help 
ask. The time will not be 
when my officers catch you. 
Please note all Michigan 
Counties are cracking down 
on drugs! Please convince 
your loved ones to get help 
if you feel they are addicted 
to these horrible drugs!”

The post was made after 
a relative of close personal 

f r i e n d s  o f 
Kimble’s 
was arrested 
f o r  d e a l -
i n g  d r u g s 
i n  B r a n c h 
County. 
T h e y  t o l d 

police they bought them in 
Calhoun County because 
the worst they would face 
was “drug court” there.

K i m b l e  w a s  c a l l e d 
“insensitive” by television 
news media for his position 
on drugs and for not talking 
to them about his “rant.” 
He said he has a policy of 
not talking to media, but 
makes his statements on 
the record in court.

On Monday during the 
sentencing of Battle Creek 
heroin dealer Kashem 
Kellis, he stated said that 
he dismissed fourth-time 
habitual offender status for 

a plea as a second offender 
for a 40-year maximum 
“because guidelines do not 
allow for a life sentence in 
an offense like this.” That 
still allowed a minimum 
43-month to 40-year 
sentence.

Kimble called Kellis 
“a dealer of death in my 
county — our county — of 
heroin and cocaine. Where 
does he come from, from 
Calhoun County. That’s 
where my gripe started.”

“My gripe is that the 
drugs coming into Branch 
County have been coming 
from major metropolitan 
areas and of late, most from 
out of Calhoun County,” he 
said.

“My message is clear, It’s 
people like this — the deal-
ers — I don’t want in Branch 

COUNTY PROSECUTOR 

Kimble rants on drug dealers
By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

C O L D W A T E R  — 
Michigan State Police 
caught up with alleged 
heroin supplier Barron 
“Jay” McDonald, 30, and 
returned him to Branch 
County to face charges of 
delivery of 123 packets of 
heroin in 2014.

Bond on the Detroit res-
ident was set at $100,000, 
with preliminary hearings 
within the next 21 days.

In June of 2014, the MSP 
was investigating Bradley 
Watkins for drug sales in 
the area. They followed 
him to an apartment on 
Cutter Avenue, where the 
manager let them into the 
apartment rented by Jecca 
Wright.

Inside, a search found a 
used syringe and 123 pack-
ets — 18 grams — of heroin 

ready for
sale. Wat-
kins fled,
jump-
ing out a
balcony 
window.

During 
her guilty 
plea to pos-
session and 
attempted 
s a l e  o f 
the drug, 
Wright tes-
tified that 
McDonald, 
w h o  s h e
k n e w  a s
Jay, called
Wat-
k i n s  a n d
brought 
the drug to

the apartment, where the 
two men packaged it for 

MSP

Heroin supplier arrested

Kimble

Watkins

McDonald

Wright

For The Daily Reporter

COLDWATER — The 
Coldwater branch of the 
Branch District Library’s 
Kids’ Place recently 
hosted Muggle Creatures 
from Hogwarts known 
in Muggle language as 
Pruess Pets of Lansing.

Nikki from Pruess 
brought a hairless rat, 
guinea pig, Starfish, 
Chinchilla, a 74-year-
old tortoise, tarantula 
and a snake. 

She shared    myths 
about each creatures 
as well as facts. The 
library’s final presenta-
tion in its Harry Potter 
series will be held at 11 
a.m. on Nov. 12 with 
Farmer Kate discuss-
ing Herbology 101: Plant 
Magic.

KIDS’ PLACE 

Harry Potter series 
a huge success

Morrell Jr.

Fuchs

ABOVE: Kids 
look at a Star 
Fish Saturday 
among many 
other animals 
during the 
Harry Potter 
event. COUR-
TESY PHOTOS

LEFT: The 
library’s Kids’ 
Place held 
its Harry 
Potter series 
with many in 
attendance. 

Kids had the opportunity to 
pet a 74-year-old tortoise at 
the library Saturday. 

SEE HOSPITAL,  A5

SEE KIMBLE,  A5 SEE ARRESTS,  A5
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FREE LIVE MUSIC
WEDNESDAY’S

Karaoke with Brent Cole at 8pm

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4

Scotty Butters Returns at 8:30pm

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5

An Evening With Jim Dove at 8pm
HAPPY HOUR

3 TO 5PM Monday - Thursday

$1.00 off Drinks & AppetizersFUNDRAISER
Sunday, November 20

2pm to 9pmfor Bruce Marteen
Live Music, 50/50, Raffle Prizes

10% of food purchases donated
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Volunteers wanted
COLDWATER — The 

Salvation Army’s annual 
Christmas Campaign is in 
full swing.

Last year this effort 
provided food, toys, nurs-
ing home residents to over 
3,800 persons, along with 
year-round services in 
four counties in Michigan 
and Indiana.

As a non-profi t orga-
nization, the Salvation 
Army needs to stretch 
every dollar as much as 
possible.  

Those interested in vol-
unteering to be a ringer at 
various locations around 
the county can call (517) 
279-8116.

 

Keep us informed
Do you have an event, 

a meeting, a story idea 
or any type of informa-
tion you want us to know 
about? We want to hear 
from you. We encourage 
organizations, groups, 
businesses, nonprofi ts and 
individuals to email us at 
newsroom@thedailyre-
porter.com. Please include 
all pertinent information, 
including the best way to 
contact you and a reporter 
will be in touch promptly.

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — A truck 
driver pulling half of a mod-
ular home snapped a power 
line across U.S. 12 just west 
of the I-69 ramp Thursday 
before noon. As he drove 
east he snapped the pole and 

pulled down the lines.
Coldwater Municipal Ser-

vice employees, and those 
from the city utility, cut 
away the wire then removed 
the pole which had been drug 
50 feet into the roadway. 
Wires had crossed the road 
to power a sign on the north 
side.

Traffic was routed through 
parking lots for half an hour 
until the road was cleared. 
The driver told Coldwater 
Police he had pulled another 
modular unit along the same 
route earlier this week with 
no problem. The wire, which 
snagged, tore a whole in part 
of the unit roof.

COLDWATER POLICE 

 Home  snaps power pole 
Coldwater crews 
clear away broken 
power pole 
snapped after 
trucker snagged 
line with modual 
home Thursday 
around noon on 
U.S. 12 at I-69. DON 
REID PHOTO

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Branch 
County is within $24,000 
of a balanced $13.8 mil-
lion budget for 2017 after a 
Thursday work session.

The budget will need 
$600,000 from the delin-
quent tax revolving fund 
and $900,000 from the 
county fund balance.

Branch County Admin-
istrator Bud Norman said 
property tax revenues have 
seen some growth, with an 
average 3.4 percent.

Branch County Commis-
sion Chairman Don Vrablic 
said he hoped to find more 
money from surplus in the 
delinquent taxes for the 
pension’s unfunded liabil-
ity. That money is held by 
the treasurer to pay other 
local taxing agencies if tax 
revenues are not received 
on time.

Branch County has used 
this fund for the last several 

BRANCH COUNTY 

2017 
budget 
almost 
balanced 

Houtz Norman

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

QUINCY TOWNSHIP — 
Since the end of August, a 
committee raising funds 
for repair of the Quincy 
branch of the Branch Dis-
trict Library’s eaves and 
gutters collected $32,450 
of the needed $50,000.

With work set to begin 
soon, Quincy Township 

T r e a s u r e r  C o n s t a n c e 
Karney said after a Tues-
day meeting that they hope 
to have the rest of the funds 
before Christmas.

Grand River Builders 
found the steel gutters 
around the building failing 
from lack of maintenance 
and poor quality construc-
tion on the historic building, 
which houses the township 
hall in the basement.

The resto-
ration firm 
will install 
custom 
copper 
liners in the 
current gut-
ters, which 

should last 50 years. The 
restoration company also 
found it will need to repair 
the original steel soffit 
and fascia on parts of the 

building, as well as some
internal wood framing. The
builder will add more out-
lets to improve the gutter
performance.

The committee of Karney,
Bob Stewart, Bonnie Frick,
Candace Newkirk, Jodie
Willard and Teddy Sinclair
has sought contribution
from the community.

HISTORIC BUILDING  

Quincy library restoration fund nears goal 

Karney

The rusting eaves and enclosed 
gutters on the Quincy library will 
be restored. DON REID PHOTO

SEE BUDGET,  A5

SEE LIBRARY,  A5

ABOVE: Intern Illona Jensen and Chef Patricia Lavergne proudly show off the evening’s meal of gourmet raw pizza and organic salad.  
LEFT: Dr. Brian Clement, of the Hippocrates Health Institute in West Palm Beach, Florida, speaks on “Longevity and Vitality.”  KARRI 
GRUNER PHOTOS

By Karri Gruner 
kgruner@thedailyreporter.com

UNION CITY — Cre-
ative Health Institute 
of Union City hosted 
a presentation by Dr. 
Brian Clement of the 
H i p p o c r a t e s  H e a l t h 
Institute in West Palm 

Beach, Florida, Wednes-
day evening.

Clement gave a presen-
tation on “Longevity and 
Vitality,” something he is 
very passionate about.

The evening started 
off with dinner that con-
sisted of purely organic, 
gourmet, raw pizza and 
an ample helping of fresh 
greens, garden fresh 

CREATIVE HEALTH INSTITUTE

‘Longevity and Vitality’

Clement speaks 
at event

SEE CLEMENT,  A5

Obama: Trump 
must ‘stand up’ 
to Russia
President Barack Obama 
prodded Donald Trump on 
Thursday to take a tougher 
approach toward Russia, 
urging the president-
elect to “stand up” to 
Moscow when it violates 
global norms. The Kremlin 
accused Obama of trying 
to lock in bad relations 
before Trump takes offi ce. 
In Europe for his last time 
as president, Obama said 
he doesn’t expect Trump 
to mirror his own strat-
egy on Russia, and hopes 
his successor will work 
constructively with the 
superpower where appro-
priate. Yet he insisted the 
U.S. mustn’t gloss over 
deep disagreements over 
Syria, Ukraine and basic 
democratic values. A6

Our Gift To You
with a paid 1-year renewal

or a new subscription to

SeePage A8For MoreDetails!

Save $48 offregular rates!

A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

NEIGHBORS
CARING FOR
NEIGHBORS.

Since 1994 90 North Michigan Avenue
Coldwater, MI 49036

www.laurelsofcoldwater.com

For more information about the Laurel Way of Caring
or to schedule a tour please call 517.279.9808

Friday, November 18, 2016 A5THE DAILY REPORTER

JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF

ASK DR. K

ADVICE | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

DEAR DOCTOR K: My doctor 
never recommended statins 
to me, but he says there 
are new guidelines, and 
thinks that I should now 
start taking one. What do 
you think of the new statin 
guidelines?

DEAR READER: The new 
guidelines make a lot of 
sense, because we’ve 
learned that statins 
have more effects on the 
body than just lowering 
cholesterol.

Statins were developed 
after a Nobel Prize-winning 
discovery in the 1970s 
revealed how the body 
makes cholesterol.  Statins 
slow the production of LDL 
(“bad”) cholesterol by the 
body.

In the 1980s, studies 
showed that statins dra-
matically lowered blood 
levels of LDL cholesterol 
and also lowered the risk 
of heart attack. At first, we 
assumed that the lower risk 
of heart attack was entirely 
explained by the lower 
cholesterol.  

But then a large study 
conducted at Harvard Medi-
cal School found that statins 
profoundly lowered the 
risk of heart attack, even in 
people with normal total and 
LDL cholesterol levels.

 Heart attacks occur when 
cholesterol-filled plaques in 
the heart’s arteries rupture, 
causing a clot that blocks 
blood from getting to the 
heart. Inflammation inside 
the plaques causes them to 
rupture — and statins reduce 
inflammation.

 If statins lower the risk of 
heart attack even in people 
with normal cholesterol 
levels, then we should give 
them to people at high risk 
for heart attack — regardless 
of their cholesterol level.

The American Heart 
Association (AHA) and 
the American College of 
Cardiology issued new 
statin-prescribing guide-
lines in November 2013. 
Until then, doctors pre-
scribed statins to reach 
specific cholesterol goals 
or targets. Instead, the new 
guidelines ask doctors to 
prescribe statins based on a 
patient’s overall heart and 
artery disease risk.

Specifically, the new 
guidelines recommend 
that patients in any of the 
following groups be treated 
with a statin:

■ People who already have 
heart or artery disease;

■ People with very high 
levels of LDL cholesterol 
(190 mg/dL or higher);

■ Anyone between the 
ages of 40 and 75 who has 
Type 2 diabetes;

■ Adults aged 40 to 75 
years who have a heart 
disease or stroke risk of 7.5 
percent or greater in the 
next 10 years. You can get a 
sense of your risk by using 
the AHA’s risk assessment 
tool at: heart.org/gglRisk/
main_en_US.html.

 Statins can cause muscle 
cramps and, rarely, more 
serious muscle injury and 
liver problems.  For most 
people covered by the new 
guidelines, I believe the ben-
efits of statins are greater 
than the risks.

Although I don’t know the 
specifics in your case, I’ll bet 
the reason your doctor now 
is recommending statins is 
that you are at high risk for 
heart disease, even though 
your cholesterol levels are 
not particularly high.  

—Dr. Komaroff is a phy-
sician and professor at 
Harvard Medical School. 

Revised statin 
guidelines 
 note  benefi ts 

DEAR ABBY: I am a retired 
airline employee, and I get 
passes for my friends and 
family. I recently provided 
first-class-eligible round-
trip passes from San Diego 
to Paris to my best friend and 
her friend.  The only thing I 
asked in return was to pick 
me up a menu, a print or 
something small that could 
be packed easily.

They were in Paris for 
a month, Abby, and they 
totally forgot me. I am so 
hurt.  Frankly, I am angry. 
What is the best way to 
handle this? — UP IN THE 
AIR

DEAR UP IN THE AIR: I don’t 
blame you for being angry 
about the thoughtlessness 
and ingratitude they dis-
played. Your feelings are 
justified, and you should 
clear the air by explaining 
that you were hurt.  And the 
next time you are asked to 
give them a free ride, you 
have every right to just say 
“non.”

DEAR ABBY: I’m hoping 
you can guide me on how to 
handle a sticky situation with 
my neighbors.

My 9-year-old son has 
befriended a kid his age. 
The boy is nice and I don’t 
mind him coming over. 
However, he has a younger 
brother the parents always 
send with him, and the boy 
is very hyper and aggressive. 
I work full time as a behav-
ior specialist and deal with 
hyperactive children all day. 
The last thing I want when I 
come home is a hyper child I 
cannot parent.

 How do I let them know 
that sometimes just the 
older brother is welcome 
without hurting their feel-
ings? — NOT WANTING TO 
OFFEND

DEAR NOT WANTING: Hurting 
their feelings? The parents 
are using your invitations 
to the older boy as a baby-
sitting opportunity for the 
younger one. I don’t think it 
would be rude to tell them 
you can handle only one 
child at a time, and to please 
refrain from sending the little 
brother to your home unless 
he is specifically invited.

DEAR ABBY: I am struggling 
with trust in my relation-
ships. I haven’t found a 
faithful man in any of the 
relationships I’ve had in the 
last five years, and it has 
made me gun shy. Now, each 
time I try to date, I look for 
any small indication that he 
could be cheating, which 
leads to jealousy and drives 
men away.

How do I learn to trust 
again?  I am so frustrated 
and tired of getting hurt. — 
WOUNDED IN MINNESOTA

DEAR WOUNDED: Putting 
ourselves out there is risky.  

Your luck might improve 
if you become serious less 
quickly and let relation-
ships evolve without looking 
for commitment or signs 
of betrayal. If a man acts 
responsibly, does what he 
says he will and treats you 
with respect, give him the 
benefit of the doubt and the 
chances are your luck may 
change. If you’re unable to 
do this, some sessions with a 
licensed professional coun-
selor may help.

—Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Contact Dear Abby 
at www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069. 

Friend enjoys 
a free ride
without  thanks 

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Corey 
Hurley will spend nine 
months in jail for posses-
sion of meth, after a fight 
with his girlfriend.

Officers from the Cold-
water Police Department 
responded to a 911 hang-
up call in September. The 

couple had 
m e t h  i n 
the house, 
including a 
foil in the 
bathroom 
with meth 
on it ready 

to smoke.
Hurley,  27,  admit-

ted it was his. After four 
years clean, “I relapsed 

six months ago, “ he told 
Branch County Circuit 
Court Judge Bill O’Grady. 
He said he smoked once or 
twice a month for a couple 
of days at a time.

“I am ready to get a 
straight, honest life,” 
Hurley said.

Defense attorney Ryan 
Bucklin said Hurley was 
working at an adult care 

center to support his preg-
nant girlfriend.

The judge noted Hurley 
had struggled with meth 
in the past. He had three 
prior drug convictions 
before, including one with 
his parents in 2011.

Hurley will be sent to 
the Twin County Proba-
tion program as part of his 
sentence.

CIRCUIT COURT 

Hurley jailed again for meth

Hurley

About 90 percent came 
in after the Quincy Friends 
of the Library newslet-
ter went out, including 
one from Rochester, New 
York. The Quincy Rotary 
Club gave $500.

“People have been very 
nice and very generous,” 
Karney said, going over 11 
pages of donors. She said 

the small amounts of $10, 
$20, and even $100 are 
adding up.

The library bake sale put 
in $300 of its proceeds, and 
money will also come from 
the library book sale.

The committee also 
plans a silent auction at the 
December Quincy Lights 
program on Dec. 2. It will 
be in the large hall of the 
SCP building from 4:30 to 
7:30 p.m.

The Branch County 

District Library operates 
the library, but the town-
ship is responsible for the 
structure.

Working with Quincy 
Village, handicapped park-
ing was added in front, and 
repairs have been made to 
doors. The slate roof was 
repaired several years ago 
and is in good shape.

E v e n  w i t h  t h o s e 
improvements, the town-
ship will still need to make 
other repairs in the future.

The Quincy Library 
building is on the national 
historic register. Accord-
ing to the state, C.W. 
Bennett, a Quincy resi-
dent, donated his entire 
estate for the founding of 
the Quincy Library. It cost 
$8,500 and used architec-
ture similar to Carnegie 
libraries built around the 
same time. The library 
was dedicated in memory 
of Bennett’s son and con-
structed in 1910.

LIBRARY
From Page A1

years to balance its budget.
Branch County Sheriff 

John Pollack will not get 
five additional road patrol 
deputies — originally 
eliminated in the 2012 lay-
offs — but will get five new 
patrol cars to replace part 
of his aging fleet.

Norman increased cap-
ital outlay by $125,000 
to $300,000 and con-
t i n g e n c y  f u n d s  f r o m 
$175,000 to $200,000, 
noting that “the jail alone 
could top half a million” in 
infrastructure repairs.

Administrator Norman 
said the real need for capi-
tal outlay is over $1 million 
but the county can’t afford 
that.

In the 1950s build-
ing converted to the jail, 
the decision by the Jail 
Evaluation Group is to 
try to band aid the facility 
for five years so a future 
commission can make a 
long-range plan, after a 

new jail bond issue failed 
in August.

The county did some 
repairs this year in energy 
efficiency upgrades with 
Johnson Controls. “It’s 
inevitable” that the county 
will need to repair and 
replace its aging buildings, 
he said.

Since 2013, the county 
budget has increased an 
average 3.5 percent per 
year. In 2014, it was up 
7.6 percent; 3.3 percent in 
2015; .02 percent in 2016; 
and this year, 3.1 percent.

The top increases are 
$800,000 for the sheriff’s 
jail operation. The sher-
iff has held the number 
of officers static, but 
the increased number of 
inmates raises the cost of 
supplies needed, as well as 
medical, water and power.

With a maximum 22 
females inmates and the 
number usually about 
t h a t ,  P o l l a c k  h o u s e s 
females serving sentences 
in the Calhoun County Jail 
at $35 per day, per person.

P o l l a c k  t o l d 

commissioners that cur-
rently it costs $420 a day, 
with $13,000 by Christ-
mas since most of the 
sentences extend to that 
date or beyond.

Public safety and the 
courts account for 60 
percent of all  county 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  T h e 
c o u n t y  w i l l  i n c r e a s e 
appropriations to the 
Branch-Hillsdale-St. 
Joseph Community Health 
Agency to match Hillsdale 
and St. Joseph, as well as to 
Pines Behavioral Health.

The commission did 
vote to hold to a “hard 
cap” cost to employees for 
health insurance, rather 
than go to an 80-20 per-
cent split, the other option 
allowed by state law.

This will cost the county 
$61,125 more than the 
80-20 option. Health 
insurance rates are up 18 
to 22 percent. 

For an employee with 
family coverage, premi-
ums will increase by $941 
per year for long-time 
employees and $475 for 

new hires.
Under the 80-20 plan, 

it would have increased 
$1,799 and $909 per year 
per employee respectively. 
This means the county 
will owe $245,995 with 
employee contribution 
capped. With an 80-20 
split, costs for the county 
were only $184,870 more.

“They don’t make a 
whole lot anyway,” Com-
missioner Jon Houtz said.

The 80-20 split “is 
t o o  m u c h  m o r e  o f  a 
burden,” Houtz told the 
commission.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  R o d 
Olney agreed.

“We have taken a hard 
line on pay increases,” he 
said. “We can’t be hard 
line on everything.”

With union contracts, 
increases will be from 1.7 
to 2 percent this year. The 
commission also agreed 
that constitutional officers 
and non-union employees 
will get a 2-percent hike 
for 2017.

The final budget is set 
for adoption Dec. 20.

BUDGET
From Page A1

MARKET WATCH

Dow 18,903.82 ▲ 35.68
Nasdaq  5,333.97 ▲ 39.39
S&P  2,187.12 ▲ 10.18
Russell  1,309.48 ▲ 7.28
NYSE  10,740.08 ▲ 40.65

carrots and cucumbers for 
a salad and fresh pressed 
creamy Italian dressing.

After dinner, several 
vendors were on hand to 
sell their books and tasty 
nutritious snacks.

Dr. Clement began his 
presentation by giving 
a history of how “living 
food” came to be and 
referred to how food and 
our bodies are aligned 
with the universe. He 

spoke about how food 
is medicine and that the 
phytonutrients contained 
in raw vegetables hold 
components desperately 
needed by our bodies that 
are depleted on a daily 

basis.
Dr. Clement described 

raw vegetables as contain-
ing H-O-P-E: hormones, 
oxygen, phytonutrients 
and enzymes. 

C l e m e n t  d e l i v e r e d 
his message with pas-
sion, noting that he has 
witnessed people heal-
ing from diseases and 
a i l m e n t s  o n  a  d a i l y 
basis.

“When you take a sense 
of ownership for your own 
well being, miraculous 
change can occur,” Clem-
ent said. 

The Creative Health 
Institute is a place of 
healing, rejuvenation, 
nourishment and growth. 
Guests can learn about 
the wellness properties 
of raw foods, meet with 
CHI consultant Tarman 
Aziz, MD, and discuss 
the best path for trans-
formation — mentally, 
physically, spiritually and 
emotionally. 

For more   information 
on the holistic wellness 
retreat, visit creativehe-
althinstitute.com or call 
(517) 278-6260.
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Creative Health Institute has a living green house; shown here are organic sprouts. KARRI GRUNER PHOTO

“When you take a 
sense of ownership 
for your own well 
being, miraculous 
change can occur.”
— Dr. Brian Clement


