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QUINCY TOWNSHIP — 
There will be no firework 
show for Quincy, or Marble 
Lake this year.

Marble Lake Association 
Board Member Mary Lou 
Stuckey told her board, “it’s 
very sad.”

She explained there are 
two reasons; the first is 
money and the second is 

that Corn Island owner Dale 
Waligora said his insurance 
company will no longer 
insure shooting off fire-
works from the island.

Stuckey said the asso-
ciation is working to put 
together three pontoons 
to use in the future as fire-
work launch location, “but 
it still must be insured by a 
municipality.”

The major issue is the 
cost.

“To have a show like 
we had last year is about 
$15,000,” Stuckey said.

The show has depended, 
in the past, on donations 
from members, plus the 
Quincy area business com-
munity and Chamber of 
Commerce.

She said Marble Lake 
Resort and Sunset Cove 
have been big sponsors. 
Waligora made up over 
$3,000 for last year’s show.

Stuckey said there needs
to be more members. The
association, which repre-
sents lake property owners
on the south chain from
First Lake to Long Lake on
the south, has 1,100 poten-
tial members. Stuckey said
only 167 have joined this
year.

Stuckey said, in her con-
versations with Waligora,

THREE OTHER BRANCH COUNTY SHOWS SCHEDULED 

No Fourth fi reworks for Quincy
Library event
WHAT: Tumbling Toddlers
WHEN:10:30 a.m., Thursday
WHERE:  Kids’ Place, Cold-
water Library
DETAILS: For children ages 
18 months to 3-years-old to 
explore reading, music and 
physical movement with 
age appropriate activities.

Tibbits shows
WHAT: Three shows
WHEN: Thursday-Monday
WHERE: Tibbits Opera House
DETAILS: “Driving Miss 
Daisy” will show at 7:30 
p.m., Thursday-Saturday, 
“The Emperor’s New 
Clothes” will sho at 10 a.m. 
in Friday and Saturday and 
10 day fi lm contest at 7 p.m. 
on Monday.

Gospel music
WHAT: Margie Carrington
WHEN: 10 a.m., Sunday
WHERE: St. Mark’s Episco-
pal Church, Coldwater
DETAILS: The free live music 
event, the fi rst of it’s kind, 
is open to the public. 

Live music
WHAT: Jacob Mayer
WHEN: 8:30 p.m., Friday
WHERE: JT’s Billiard Bar 
and Grill
DETAILS: Enjoy the live 
sounds of local artists

Outdoors
WHAT: Paragliding
WHEN: 6 to 7 p.m., Saturday
WHERE: Coldwater Airport
DETAILS: Instructors will be 
on site to teach the basics 
and fl ying will occur after.

Keep us informed
Do you have an event, a 

meeting, a story idea or any 
type of information you want 
us to know about? We want 
to hear from you. We encour-
age organizations, groups, 
businesses, non-profi ts 
and individuals to email us 
at newsroom@thedailyre-
porter.com. Please include 
all pertinent information, 
including the best way to 
contact you and a reporter 
will be in touch promptly.

NATION/WORLD

Trump launches 
charges at Clinton
Donald Trump launched 
a broad rebuke of his 
presidential rival Hillary 
Clinton Wednesday, accus-
ing her of being “a world 
class liar” who personally 
profi ted from her tenure 
at the State Department. 
“She gets rich making you 
poor,” Trump said. A7

BRANCH COUNTY — 
Branch County community 
members are invited, from 
10 a.m. Saturday to 10 a.m. 
Sunday at the Branch County 
Fairgrounds, to unite for the 
fight against cancer at the 2016 
annual Relay for Life Event.

Each year, hundreds of 
people participate in the 
event that educates and raises 
awareness of the American 

Cancer Society’s goal to save 
lives and create more birth-
days. Money raised will fight 
cancer by helping people stay 
well and get well, by finding 
cures and by fighting back.

The ACS Relay for Life is 
an overnight community cel-
ebration where individuals 
and teams camp out, picnic, 
dance, play games and take 
turns circling around a track 

“relay” style to raise funds and 
fight cancer.

According to the Branch 
County Relay For Life Face-
book event page, “Everyone 
is welcome, whether you 
have a team or not, come and 
enjoy all the activities offered 
at all the different team sites 
and throughout the grounds. 
Face painting, cardio drum-
ming, carnival games, food, 

live auction, music and more, 
all for a great cause.”

The event offers a survivor 
ceremony that honors cancer 
survivors and caregivers, with 
a survivor dinner that follows. 
As the sun begins to set, the 
warm glow of hundreds of 
luminarias light the track in 
an emotional ceremony. Each 

FIGHTING AGAINST CANCER 

BCRFL slated for Saturday and Sunday
Schedule of events
Saturday:
10 a.m. —  Opening 
Ceremony
2 p.m. — Auction  Open to 
public all proceeds go to 
Relay
6 p.m. — Survivor 
Ceremony
6:30 p.m. — Survivor 
Dinner
9 p.m. — Luminara 
Ceremony
10 p.m. — Cardio 
Drumming
Sunday: 
6 a.m. — Sunrise Service

SEE FIREWORKS,  A5

SEE RELAY,  A5

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — When
the Branch Area Careers
Center opens for fall
classes in September,

there will
b e  o n e
major dif-
ference, 
a s  M i k e
Hoffner 
h a s  l e f t
the build-

ing after 38 years, retiring
this month.

Throughout his tenure
as director of career and
technical education at
the BACC, there have
been some 27,000-plus
students participating in 
the Branch Intermediate
School District voca-
tional programs, which
are recognized as some
of the best in Michigan.

“That is incredible,”
Hoffner said after making
the count.

Hoffner, 63, came to
Quincy in 1976 after
growing up in Bessemer,
five miles from the Wis-
consin state line in the far
west corner of the Upper 
Peninsula. From commu-
nity college in Ironwood,
he went on to attend Lake
Superior State Univer-
sity. A master’s degree
in education marketing
followed from Michigan
State University.

I n  t h e  1 9 8 0 s ,  h e
was one of 24 selected
who received a lead-
e r s h i p  d e v e l o p m e n t

BRANCH AREA 
CAREERS CENTER 

27,000 
students 
later, 
Hoff ner 
retires 

Hoffner

SEE HOFFNER,  A5

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — The 
Coldwater Branch of the 
Branch District Library’s 
annual Summer Read-
ing Program kicked off 
Wednesday at the Robert 
W. Browne Recreation 
C e n t e r ,  w i t h  R o n a l d 
McDonald getting local 
kids excited about read-
ing. This year, the library 
has partnered with the city 
of Coldwater’s Park’s Pro-
gram to draw more youth 
into summer reading.

Wednesday’s event was 
sponsored by the Coldwa-
ter McDonald’s. 

The library will be host-
ing several events over the 
summer, including archery 
for youth presented by the 
Branch County Conserva-
tion and Sportsman’s Club 
from 10 a.m. to noon Sat-
urday at the Kids’ Place.

Along with the Summer 
Reading Program, the 
library is challenging fam-
ilies to walk 126 miles over 
a six-week period. 

COLDWATER LIBRARY

Ronald McDonald sings happy birthday to a little girl during the Summer Reading Program kick off on Wednesday. 
CHRISTY HART-HARRIS PHOTOS

Summer reading program kicks off  at local libraries

Linda Dull, center, gathers books, donated by McDonald’s, to hand 
out to the kids at the event.SEE LIBRARY,  A5

Hitting the books

50 E. Chicago St.
Coldwater, MI
517-227-5877

WEDNESDAYS– KARAOKE W/BRENT COLE AT 8PM

FRI., JUNE 24 – JACOB MAYER AT 8:30PM
SAT., JUNE 25 –SPECIAL GUEST BAND AT 8:30PM

SUN., JUNE 26 –CHILI PEPPER’S SONGWRITING AT 5PM
FAMILY FRIENDLY MENU WITH SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

FREE LIVE MUSIC!

HAPPY HOUR 3-5PM MONDAY-THURSDAY

$1.00 OFF ALL DRINKS
ZELDA CORNWELL & BOYS

THURSDAY, JUNE 30TH AT 7PM
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JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF

ASK DR. K

ADVICE | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

DOW
17,780.83

48.90

NASDAQ
4,833.32

10.44

S&P 500
2,085.45

3.45

RUSSELL
1,148.97

4.90

NYSE
10,473.06

17.72

DEAR ABBY: I have fought 
obesity all of my adult life, 
and my weight has yo-yoed 
over the years. My problem 
is, when I go to the doctor’s 
office and I am taken to the 
exam area, the scale is right 
out in the open where other 
patients come and go as well 
as all the office personnel.

Mind you, I don’t care if I 
am weighed in the presence 
of people walking around — 
if they don’t peek. However, 
when the medical assistant 
is done weighing me, she 
reads the scale out loud. I 
have felt humiliated when 
other patients are walking 
past. I have put up with this 
for years.

Recently, this medical 
assistant weighed me and I 
just knew she was going to 
“announce” my weight. This 
time there was a man I could 
tell was a patient, stand-
ing nearby at the reception 
window staring intently 
at me getting weighed. 
Because I was sure the M.A. 
was going to say it out loud, 
I started to cough to try 
to muffle the sound of her 
voice. It worked, but then 
she acted irritated because 
of my coughing, so she 
repeated it loudly. I was very 
embarrassed, to say the least. 
When the doctor saw me, I 
was afraid to say anything as 
I didn’t want to get anybody 
in trouble.

I graduated from a medical 
assistant school many years 
ago and I remember the 
registered nurse who was our 
instructor taught us to never 
say out loud somebody’s 
weight when you weigh 
him or her. It only makes 
common sense. I no longer 
want to go back to that doc-
tor’s office.

Do you have any advice 
for me when this happens 
again? I say again because 
it happens at other doctor’s 
offices I visit as well. I am at a 
loss here. I would appreciate 
your input.
— STILL STINGING IN 
NEVADA

DEAR STILL STINGING: The 
first time it happened, 
you should have quietly 
mentioned to the medical 
assistant that she embar-
rassed you, and asked her 
please not to do it again. 
When it happened a second 
time, you should have 
spoken to the doctor about 
it. You are far from the only 
person who is sensitive about 
weight. If I were that physi-
cian, I’d certainly want to 
know why patients were dis-
appearing from my practice. 
Wouldn’t you?

Patient not 
proud to 
have weight 
announced 
out loudDEAR READER: In yester-

day’s column, I discussed 
the health hazards of shift 
workers — particularly 
those who work evening and 
night shifts. More than 9 
million people in the United 
States are shift workers.

When I was in medical 
training, boy, was I a shift 
worker! During my intern-
ship, every other weekend 
I would wake up on Satur-
day morning and drive to 
the hospital. The next time 
my head touched a pillow 
was Monday evening. In 
between, it was nonstop.

I’m glad those days 
are over for me. And that 
they’re also over for today’s 
interns, who get a lot more 
sleep than I and my col-
leagues used to. That’s a 
good thing, given what 
we now know about how 
sleep deprivation affects a 
person’s ability to think — 
and how important it is for 
doctors to be able to think.

Nevertheless, I’ll admit 
that I sometimes remi-
nisce with colleagues that 
I trained with, and com-
pare our experience to 
that of today’s trainees. 
When we reminisce, we 
refer to ourselves as the 
“iron men” (few women 
were in medicine then). 
And we refer to the experi-
ence of today’s trainees as 
“lifestyle-intensive.”

Some shift workers 
have trouble concentrat-
ing and focusing during 
the evenings or nights they 
are working. Once, when 
I was an intern and feel-
ing like a zombie, I asked 
a well-rested colleague 
how I appeared to him. He 
replied, “You’re coherent, 
but that’s about it.”

Sleep specialists that I 
talk to recommend what my 
grandmother would have 
recommended: a strong cup 
of coffee, early in the shift.  

However, caffeine 
doesn’t do it for every-
one. Another option is a 
stimulant medicine called 
modafinil. One careful 
study of over 200 shift 
workers showed that 74 
percent of those given this 
medicine, compared to just 
36 percent of those given 
a sugar pill, had at least 
minimal improvement in 
their ability to concentrate. 
However, many of them 
remained impaired despite 
the treatment.

It is really important for 
shift workers who need to 
get their sleep during the 
daytime to do the following:

■ Work with your 
employer to make your 
shift schedule steady: not 
nights for several days, then 
evenings, then nights, then 
days. Make it the same shift 
every day for several weeks.

■ Make sure your 
bedroom has strong light-
blocking shades and that 
no sunlight creeps into the 
room from around the edges 
of the shades. Even a little 
sunlight can discourage 
your brain from sleeping.

■ Reduce any noise. For 
many shift workers, that 
involves the use of soft 
rubber earplugs.

■ If you can’t sleep for 
at least seven consecutive 
daytime hours, try at least 
to get four hours shortly 
after arriving home, and 
another three to four hours 
later in the day.

 ■ Try to make your sleep 
schedule a regular one, 
starting and ending at the 
same time(s) each day.

Shift workers 
need regular 
daytime sleep 
schedule

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — The 
day Zachary Sonnichsen, 

2 5 ,  w a s 
released 
from 
Lakeland 
Corrections 
in Coldwa-
t e r ,  M a y 
30, he cut 

his GPS tether off and did 
not register a new address 
as a sex offender.

Sonnichsen is being held 

on a $25,000 bond on new 
charges plus a parole vio-
lation. He also faces new 
charges of breaking and 
entering in Calhoun County 
after his arrest in Battle 
Creek.

As a repeat offender he 
now faces seven years for 
failure to register, plus four 
years for tampering with his 
electronic tether.

In December 2013 Son-
nichsen was sent back to 
prison to serve time for a 
parole violation, and had 23 
months to four years added 

for his first failure to register 
as a sex offender.

In 2008 the then 17-year-
o l d  S o n n i c h s e n  w a s 
sentenced to serve a mini-
mum 35 months to 15-years 
in prison for his part in the 
rape of a 14-year-old girl in 
his Coldwater home.

Former chief assistant 
prosecutor Matt Glaser 
said the girl did not con-
sent. Glazer stated what 
was, “more heinous was the 
fact Sonnichsen sat by and 
watched” while co-defen-
dant Zackrey Burritt, then 

14, “brutally raped” the girl 
for nearly an hour.

Again Sonnichsen said 
he was homeless after his 
release from Lakeland and 
had no place to go. When 
he disappeared in 2013 he 
moved around the state 
until he returned to Cold-
water. Homemade wanted 
posters papered local con-
venience stores.

He could still be required 
to serve the remainder of his 
15-year sentence until 2023 
before serving consecutive 
time on his new offenses.

DISTRICT COURT 

Tether parole absconder charged 

Sonnichsen

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

C O L D W A T E R  — 
Caynan Stokes, 25, was 

hooked on 
m e t h ,  b y 
his father, 
at age of 17. 
He will now 
s e r v e  1 8 
months to 
10 years for 

possession of the drug and 
a “one-pot-cook” meth lab 
in March.

Defense attorney J.R. 
Colbeck said it was his 
father who taught him how 

to make meth.
Stokes had returned from 

Ohio and was celebrating 
getting back together with 
an ex-girlfriend. Stokes 
went to Walmart to buy 
a fifth of liquor, which he 
subsequently drank, and 
then purchased materials 
needed to “cook” meth.

“I made a lot of stupid 
decisions. It was really 
stupid.” he said. 

Coldwater Police had 
gone to a Taylor Street 
address where Stokes once 
lived, and knocked on the 
door. There was a warrant 
for Stokes for a  probation 

violation from a St. Joseph 
County conviction.

T h e  f e m a l e  t e n a n t 
allowed officers to look 
around where they found 
the “one-pot-cook” meth 
lab, plus numerous other 
hazardous components to 
make the drug.

“I am sick of this. There 
ain’t gonna be a next time,” 
Stokes promised.

Stokes has prior convic-
tions for meth in 2012 and 
2015 in St. Joseph County.

Stokes, then 24, received 
two sprained ankles and 
six months jail when he 
jumped from the same 

third floor Taylor Street 
apartment to avoid police 
in March last year.

Stokes had pleaded 
guilty to resisting arrest 
because he was wanted in 
St. Joseph county for not 
paying fines and costs in 
the criminal case there. 
Coldwater police were 
called because of late night 
noise from an argument 
with his girlfriend.

Branch County Cir-
cuit Court Judge William 
O’Grady had urged him 
then, “after your release, 
go back to St. Joseph 
county.”

CIRCUIT COURT 

Meth history means prison time for Stokes 

Stokes

certification in admin-
istration for CTE from 
W e s t e r n  M i c h i g a n 
University.

H o f f n e r  t a u g h t  a t 
Quincy High in 1976 and 
1977, before moving to the 
BACC. He quickly moved 
up the ranks to become 
principal, and in 2005, 
took on the role of director 
of the vocational programs 
for the BISD.

Known statewide as 
an innovator and sup-
p o r t e r  o f  v o c a t i o n a l 
training, most recently 
Hoffner has pioneered 
the robotics program in 
Coldwater. That pro-
gram and its cooperation 
with Kellogg Community 
College was one consider-
ation in bringing Clemens 
Food Group to the county. 
That brought a $1 million 
state grant for new robot-
ics equipment for both 
schools to use.

“There are no other pro-
grams this big,” Hoffner 
noted.

Hoffner said that unique 
in Michigan for CTE is that 
the program is targeted 
to high school students 
under the BISD during the 
day, and at night, “We are 
here for adults.”

“That doesn’t happen at 
other technical centers,” 
he said. “We believe this 
goes back to service to the 
entire community.”

Hoffner has been hon-
ored around the state 
and in Lansing as a chief 

cheerleader for CTE, as 
well as an innovator.

“There have been so 
many kind and good things 
that have been said to me, 
I can retire and be totally 
happy with how things 
have gone down,” he said.

H o f f n e r  s a i d  h e  i s 
proudest of “creating a 
culture in this building 
that people are not afraid 
to try new things.” He 
adds that it is not just one 
person — “It is everyone 
together.”

“We do what we do 
because of the kids,” he 
said. “We have a compas-
sionate staff who does new 
things because it is in the 
interest of the kids.”

“All this comes from 
having good partnerships 
and relationships,” he 
added.

Hoffner also is a great 
supporter of his students 
and graduates. There are 
few places he can go with-
out seeing a former BACC 
student.

“It’s a good feeling,” he 
said. “They are walking 
advertisements for the 
programs.”

“You don’t get rich in 
this profession, but I am so 
rich from the joy of seeing 
so many kids go on to be so 
successful,” he added.

The “Yooper” came 
south in 1976 because of 
his cousin, Butch Long-
hini, who was the principal 
at Quincy Middle School at 
the time.

“Our parents lived next 
door to each other,” Hoff-
ner said.

At a  family Fourth 

of July celebration, the 
cousins talked. Hoffner 
was headed to Wiscon-
sin to teach business, but 
Longhini said Quincy’s 
business teacher just left.

Hoffner followed him 
down and stayed a week 
at Longhini’s house. He 
talked to then-principal 
Ron Reynolds, who hired 
Hoffner on the spot. He 
had less than a week to 
move.

“Everything I owned 
went in the back of my 
Dodge Dart,” Hoffner 
said. “I thought I was 
going to stay for a little 
while, but I’ve been here 
ever since.”

Two years later, he 
helped type curriculum 
over the summer for the 
BACC. When the market-
ing teacher left, Hoffner 
was asked to take that job.

Hoffner said it was 
trustee president Shirley 
Bailey and then-superin-
tendent Bill Tracey who 
mentored him to become 
an administrator. When 
jobs opened up, Hoffner 
was promoted.

All this, Hoffner said, 
goes back to his father, an 
X-ray technician who was 
loyal, dedicated and had a 
hard work ethic. He told 
him “hard work pays.”

Hoffner met his wife, 
Bonita, at Lake Superior 
College in 1975. They mar-
ried when she graduated in 
1977, while he was teach-
ing in Quincy.

They have three children 
“who are careers center 
kids — it’s paid dividends 
for them.” Austin is now 

a dentist in Finley, Ohio, 
with two practices. Slaton 
is an anesthesiologist in 
Chicago. The youngest, 
Chandler, went through 
teacher training, but later 
went into management in 
the dynamite and explo-
sive business.

His wife first worked for 
the state regional center as 
a psychologist until it was 
closed down. She then 
became head of substance 
abuse for Branch County.

When the prison came 
to Coldwater, Bonita 
became the first psycholo-
gists hired, and has since 
moved up the adminis-
trative ranks. She now is 
warden of Lakeland Cor-
rectional Facility.

Some think she will 
retire now, but Bonita said 
there are still things she 
wants to accomplish first.

“She really wants me to 
try it before she makes her 
decision,” Mike joked.

Hoffner, who co-hosted 
the Q-1 Big Buck Pole with 
Tim Hart on Michigan TV, 
wants to be able to hunt 
again with friends back in 
the Upper Peninsula.

“I’ll also go see my 
kids,” he said, and vowed 
to return to the gym, as 
well.

“I’ll be a stay-at-home 
husband, so we can enjoy 
the lake,” he added.

Then, when Bonita does 
retire, the Hoffners plan to 
travel.

With no school to worry 
about, Hoffner said, “It’s 
time to relax, enjoy, have a 
beer — no commitments.”

HOFFNER
From Page A1

“The reason we are 
doing 126 miles is because 
that is the distance from 
each of the six branches of 
libraries,” said Linda Dull 

of Kids’ Place.
Those participating 

in the challenge should 
receive a stamp from 
each library — Algansee, 
Bronson, Union Town-
ship, Quincy, Sherwood 
and Coldwater — and at 
the end of the challenge 

on Aug. 3, the family with 
the most mileage will be 
announced. 

W i t h  t h e  S u m m e r 
Reading Program, chil-
dren should log either 
the number of pages or 
books, depending on the 
category of reading they 

are in. They will receive 
various prizes each week 
by bringing the logs into 
the library.

A complete list of library 
events can be found by 
visiting www.branchdis-
trictlibrary.org. 

LIBRARY
From Page A1

they thought maybe this 
year, “if we did not have 
them, then people would 
wake up and help.”

“We just need to get more 
people out there and raise 
the money if we want to 
have this,” she said.

Facetiously one member 
joked, “we should charge a 

toll for all Coldwater Lake 
members who come up 
here.”

Coldwater Lake does 
have its own firework dis-
play. Those fireworks are 
100 percent supported by 
memberships, and firework 
donations only.

The Ovid Township 
trustees approved the 
permit for Dennis Babjack 
in May. The show will be 
Saturday July 2 at dusk, 

with Sunday night as the 
rain date if needed.

Union City will have a 
show, launched from the 
football stadium at dusk on 
Sunday July 3, as part of its 
four day Sesquicentennial 
Free Fest.

Coldwater will again 
present its fireworks, for 
the fourth, at Heritage Park 
at dusk on Monday, July 4. 
It is sponsored by the city 
from donations raised in the 

community.
Quincy Village Manager 

Eric Zuzga told the township 
board in June one problem 
is that firework companies 
have raised prices for the 
4th of July shows. He said 
that a $15,000 show costs 
half as much a week before, 
or after, the holiday.

Bronson does not have 
a fireworks display for the 
fourth but does have one for 
the Polish Festival July 21.

FIREWORKS
From Page A1

bag lit is in honor of a loved one 
who won the fight against 
cancer or in remembrance of 
a special someone who lost 
their battle.

The ACS Relay for Life 
represents hope that those 
lost to cancer will not be for-
gotten, that those who face 
cancer will be supported, and 
that one day cancer will be 
eliminated.

Started in 1985, Relay for 
Life began with one man 
who circled around a track 
for 24 hours raising $27,000. 
This year, Relay for Life has 
grown to more than 5,200 
communities and more than 
25 countries worldwide.

RELAY
From Page A1
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MAKING IT RIGHT

The staff members of The Daily Reporter value accuracy 
and try hard to avoid mistakes. If you see an inaccuracy in 
any news item, please bring it to our attention so we can 
set the record straight. Call 517-278-2318 or email editor@
thedailyreporter.com.

Forecast for Coldwater
LOCAL ALMANAC

SUN & MOON

Bronson

Toledo

Coldwater

Kalamazoo

Holland

Ann Arbor

Lansing
Flint

Grand Rapids

Saginaw

Adrian

TODAY

Sunny, warm and 
less humid 86°

HIGH:

TONIGHT

Partly cloudy LOW:

Last New First Full

Jul 19Jul 11Jul 4Jun 27

Statistics through 5 p.m. yesterday

Precip. 24 hrs. through 5 p.m. yest. 0.46”
High / Low temperatures 84° / 68°

 Today Tuesday
Sunrise 6:07 a.m. 6:07 a.m.
Sunset 9:19 p.m. 9:19 p.m.
Moonrise 1:21 a.m. 1:55 a.m.
Moonset 1:42 p.m. 2:51 p.m.

TUESDAY
Cooler with 
sunshine and patchy 
clouds LOW: 49°

HIGH: 73°

HIGH:
LOW: 51°

Mostly sunny and 
nice

77°
WEDNESDAY

58°

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2016

86/58
86/58

85/58

81/59

88/55

86/56
90/58

86/58

85/57

88/60

Shown is today's weather. Temperatures 
are today's highs and tonight's lows.

90/59

Visit our website at

for the latest news and top stories
www.thedailyreporter.com

Online at www.thedailyreporter.com
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COLDWATER BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY

Display case

Mike McCurley’s collection of old bottles is displayed at the Coldwater Branch of the Branch District Library through the month of June. 
COURTESY PHOTO      

By Corey Murray
cmurray@hillsdale.net
Twitter: @cmurrayHDN

MOSCOW TOWNSHIP 
— A Bronson couple was 
injured in a motor vehicle 
collision on U.S. 12 at the 
intersection with Milnes 
Road Saturday morning.

At 9:41 a.m., emergency 
services were dispatched to 
an MVA involving a motor-
cycle and passenger car.

The Moscow Township 
Fire Department, Som-
erset Fire & Emergency 
Medical Services, Reading 
Emergency Unit, Michigan 
State Police and the Hills-
dale County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to the scene.

Dennis Allen Smith, 47, 
of Bronson, and his pas-
senger Joyce Marie Smith, 
5 5 ,  o f  B r o n s o n ,  w e r e 
thrown from their motor-
cycle after colliding with 
Debra Ann Bartolotta, 59, 
of Rockwood.

Both parties were wear-
ing their helmets and were 
transported to Allegiance 
Hospital in Jackson for their 
injuries.

A n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b y 
the HCSO revealed that 
Bartolotta failed to yield 
the right-of-way when 
attempting to turn south-
bound onto Milnes Road 
from U.S. 12.

Bartolotta was issued a 
citation for failing to yield 
the right-of-way.

VEHICLE ACCIDENT

Bronson couple injured in Saturday collision

Traffic begins to move slowly through the intersection at U.S. 12 and Milnes Road after EMS personnel 
left the scene for Allegiance Health Center. COREY MURRAY PHOTO

Today is Monday, June 27, the 
179th day of 2016. There are 187 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On June 27, 1966, the Gothic 

soap opera “Dark Shadows,” 
having to do with mysterious 
and supernatural goings-on in 
Collinsport, Maine, premiered 
on ABC-TV.

On this date:
In 1787, English historian 

Edward Gibbon completed 
work on his six-volume work, 
“The History of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire.”

In 1844, Mormon leader 
Joseph Smith and his brother, 
Hyrum, were killed by a mob in 
Carthage, Illinois.

In 1864, Confederate forces 
repelled a frontal assault by 
Union troops in the Civil War 
Battle of Kennesaw Mountain in 
Georgia.

In 1905, the Industrial Work-
ers of the World was founded in 
Chicago.

In 1922, the fi rst Newberry 
Medal, recognizing excel-
lence in children’s literature, 
was awarded to “The Story of 
Mankind” by Hendrik Willem 
van Loon.

In 1944, during World War II, 
American forces liberated the 
French port of Cherbourg from 
the Germans.

In 1957, more than 500 people 
were killed when Hurricane 
Audrey slammed through 
coastal Louisiana and Texas.

In 1963, President John F. 

Kennedy spent the fi rst full day 
of a visit to Ireland, the land 
of his ancestors, stopping by 
the County Wexford home of 
his great-grandfather, Patrick 
Kennedy, who’d emigrated to 
America in 1848.

In 1974, President Richard 
Nixon opened an offi cial visit to 
the Soviet Union.

In 1986, the International 
Court of Justice at The Hague 
ruled the United States had 
broken international law 
and violated the sovereignty 
of Nicaragua by aiding the 
contras. (The U.S. had already 
said it would not consider itself 
bound by the World Court 
decision.)

TODAY IN HISTORY 

PROBLEM WATER? FUNNY TASTE? WE CAN HELP!

HEFFERNAN SOFT WATER SYSTEMS

3275 W. Carleton Rd. • Hillsdale
1-800-426-0210

• 8 Point Service Check Only $5895

• Bottled Water And Cooler Program
• Serving The Area Since 1955
• Iron Stains?? Check Out Our Ecowater Refiners. 100% American Made
• Ask About Our Ecowater Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems
• Hands Off Salt Delivery Service!

People�s Choice

Winner 9 Years

Running!

517-279-8091
76 W Chicago St., Coldwater
FarmBureauInsurance.com

 
all your life’’s

air prScott F     

nauIeurBmraF
o Sgacih6 W C7

9-27715

 

moc.ecnaurs
retawdlo, C.to S

1908-9



Newspaper Coverage July 15, 2016

Hometown Gazette, Wednesday, June 29, 2016, page 2: 

!  of !3 9

Page Two Wednesday, June 29, 2016

Area Newsometown
azette

Made to stick
Dearth Union Township Branch Library, in partnership with
Community Unlimited, hosted Joel Taceyʼs “Duct Tape Program” last
Tuesday at Union City Elementary School. Tacey showed young par-
ticipants, which included CU students as well as library patrons, items
he had made from duct tape and instructed them in making their own
fun duct tape crafts. (Photos by Alona Hayden)

MYCA gives struggling teens a second chance
by Alona Hayden

A local mother was at the end
of her ropewith a teenage sonwho
was close to dropping out of high
school. That’s when Gena Dunn,
of Athens, heard about Michigan
Youth Challenge Academy and
decided to give it a chance for then
17 year old son Raleigh.

“Our pastor, who has foster
children, had enrolled one of his
sons,” shared Dunn.

MYCA is a voluntary five
month residential program for
boys and girls ages 16-18 held at
the Battle Creek VA Medical
Center. It is a quasi-military pro-
gram in which students wear
uniforms, rise at 05:30, shine
their boots, and learn respect and
self-discipline.

“The goal of MYCA is to
change the lives of these teens for
the positive,” said Deputy Director
Robert Vaughn. “We recapture
and maximize Michigan’s most
valuable asset, its young people.”

This program is free to stu-
dents, called cadets, and their
families. The program is admin-
istered by the Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs. It
receives 75 percent of funding

from Federal monies and 25 per-
cent from the State. Most of the
program’s staff have military
experience themselves.

MYCA is geared toward high
school dropouts, at rick youth and
non-traditional learners. It is vol-
untary; youth cannot be court-
ordered to attend, it is not a treat-
ment facility and is not a scared
straight program. Students must
apply, attend interviews and be
accepted into the program.

“I hope students leave the
program with life coping skills,
the ability to choose between
right and wrong, confidence in
themselves and their ability, the
ability to set and attain goals and
respect for themselves and oth-
ers around them.”

MYCA cadets start each day
at 05:30; use the latrine and
brush their teeth; participate in
45 minutes of physical training:
stow their gear; eat “chow,” pro-
vided by Capitol Catering;
attend classes provided by
Marshall Public Schools from 8
a.m. - 3 p.m.; attend clubs such
as golf, running and weight
training; attend classes at
Calhoun Area Career Center;

participate in study groups;
enjoy group activities; stow their
gear; and go to bed by 9:30 p.m.

“They spend a lot of time writ-
ing letters to home,” commented
Vaught. “We keep them busymost
of the day without the distractions
of social media and cell phones.”

The eight core components
MYCA focuses on are life coping
skills, job skills, health and
hygiene, responsible citizenship,
service to the community, leader-
ship/followership and physical fit-
ness. Cadets walk away from
MYCA graduation with seven
high school credits and 19 Kellogg
Community College credits.

Following MYCA staff fol-
low up with students with the
goal that each student return to
high school, complete a GED;
enroll in college or a university;
enroll in a vocational or tech
program; become employed; or
are accepted into the Military.
Another option to is apply to the
Michigan Job Challenge
Program, an extension of
MYCA, a five month residential
program located at Fort Custer

Cadets Josh Savola and Raleigh Dunn celebrate their graduation from MYCA. (Submitted photo)See MYCA, page 9
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“ In a perfect world;

what would you

do with your life,

if anything was

attainable.”

ommunity onnection

1 2 3
Alona Hayden: I would write a children's book,
start up an event planning business and discover more
of my passions.
Andrea Tennyson: I’d still be a mother and wife;
but also an international chef and travel the world.
Carrie Musselman: I would live in the mountains,
work from home for a leading advertising company and
start a family; teaching my children a self-sustainable
lifestyle and old-fashioned values.

In good company
The beautiful Warner Lake in Burlington was the backdrop for the annual picture of the Union City High School Class of 1958 picnic. Dr.
Ronald and Julie Clutter of Nevada City, California, hosted the gathering and enjoyed renewing friendships. Classmates attending were: (seat-
ed) Jim Grohalski, Sharon (Hammond) Grohalski, Virgene (Wisnieski) Franks, Sharon (Tule) Hagelshaw, Winifred Jean Burgoon, Mary
(Beard) Clemens, Doris (Baylis) Osborne, Linda Sheppard, (standing) Ron Clutter, Kathleen (Williams) Maxey, Dan Hart, Bob Miller, Mickie
Brenneman, Gloria Gregg, Patricia (Trudgeon) Paisley, Dick Duncan, Carol (Cronkhite), Connie Spoor and Jack Sheppard. (Submitted photo)

Thanks, Dad!
Dearth Union Township Branch Library invited local youth to make a Fatherʼs Day craft Saturday, June 18, the day
before the big event. Above, a young man shares some favorite things about his dad. (Photo by Alona Hayden)

serving the Union City commu-
nity since her return here in
1983.

The local citizen is highly
active in the Union City United
Methodist Church. Her roles
over the years have included
Sunday school teacher, church
clerk, editor of the church
newsletter, liturgist, co-treasurer
of the Memorial Fund, alumni
corresponding secretary, mem-
ber of the board of deacons and
financial secretary. Currently,
she is a Red Cross volunteer, and
organizes the church’s six blood
drives each year. She also helps
to organize the Fresh Food
Initiative, which distributes food
to community members in need
each month.

Another huge part of Smith’s
life is serving Veterans. She is a
member of the National Woman’s
Relief Corps, through which she
is a National Chaplain Patriotic
Instructor and Representative to
Veteran Affairs. She spends most
of her time volunteering at the
Battle Creek VA Medical Center.
She has served in many depart-
ments, including the library, psy-
chology, human resources,
Medical Administrative Services,
and Community and Volunteer
services.

“I was in shock,” she said of
the honor of being named

Citizen of the Year. “I would
rather be in the shadows working
behind the scenes, I do not like
notoriety.”

“I see things that need to be
done, and no one else is doing
them, so I do it,” Smith said of
her dedication to serving others.
“You can’t always wait for
someone else to do something,
because they’re waiting for
someone else, too. So, who’s the
someone else?

“We are put on this earth for
a reason, which is to get along
with others, show love, and help
where needed. Whether what lit-
tle I do is appreciated or not, I
feel it still has to be done.”

Smith was born in Coldwater,
but lived in the Gaylord area,
where she was employed by Job
Service Offices for several years.
Many transfers saw Smith back
in the Union City area, where her
parents, neither of whom were
well at the time, owned a home.
After her mother’s passing,
Smith inherited the home and
has lived in the community
since.

“Everybody knows every-
body and they are willing to help
you. There are no strangers,”
Smith said of why she enjoys
living in a small community.

Smith addressed the commu-
nity, “There are plenty of volun-
teer opportunities available.
Open your eyes, step forward
and volunteer. It doesn’t have to
be with an organization, it can be
your neighbor or friend. Just
open your eyes and do some-
thing.”

Citizens
Continued from page 1

Professional Educational Services Group is in need of Substitute
Teachers, Paraprofessionals and Custodians at Union City Community

Schools. Must meet criminal history background requirements (requires FBI
Fingerprint/Clearance). Substitute Teachers must have 90+ credit hours and
no less than 2.0 GPA. All other substitute employment types must have

High School Diploma or its equivalent.

Please apply on www.mypesg.com. EOE.

NOW HIRING!

25oz Cans

Movie Rentals $318
for 2 DAY Rental,

TOMʼS
DONUTS

NOW SELLING

GREAT SELECTION!

Regular &
Blu-ray

Our store is full and ready

to go for your holiday

festivities! Stop in and let

us help you! Be safe.

-The girls at Citgo

AQUAFINA
1 Liter Bottles

BBRRIISSKK
1 liter products

20 oz Bottles

$1864

2/$2
GATORADE  2/$3
28 oz Bottles

ARIZONA
23 oz Bottles

$1
Natty, Natty Ice 
& Natty Daddy

99¢

Great selection 
of 6pk

beverages for
the Holiday 
Celebration!

BBuudd // BBuudd LLiigghhtt

UNION CITY CITGO
790 N. Broadway St. Union City, MI.  517-741-3665

Tanning . Movies . Car Wash . Fuel . Diesel . Kerosene

16oz Coke Can Products

INCLUDES
deposit/tax INCLUDES

deposit/tax

2/$189
32oz Bottles

99¢

99¢

99¢

99¢

18pk, 16oz cans

Training center. Students attend
programming at KCC’s
Regional Manufacturing
Technology Center to learn
valuable job skills and hands-on
and computer-based training.

“The whole focus of MYCA
and MJCP is getting kids career
ready,” said Vaught. “Most

rewarding is seeing kids turn
their lives around, believing in
themselves and being proud
when they look in the mirror.”

MYCA runs two five month
cycles each year. The most
recent cycle saw 108 graduates,
including Raleigh Dunn.

“The program took him away
from here and showed him life,”
shared his mother, Gena. “It taught
him manners, and he achieved the
highest academic honors. He was
always smart, but MYCA really

brought it out of him.
“The academy made my son

a better citizen. I feel like I’m
giving something good to the
community by putting him
through that. It feels good to be
proud of him.”

Raleigh was accepted into the
MJCP, after which he plans to
enroll in the Army.

“I loveMYCA, it can’t get bet-
ter than this. Students earn their
GED, and learn respect. It is ideal
for anyone who is struggling.

MYCA
Continued from page 2

Ready to race
Dearth Union Township Branch Library held a wheel and axel workshop, during which patrons put the
finishing touches on their Pinewood Derby racers last Saturday. The annual event will be held Sunday
at 2 p.m. at Riverview Community Park as part of Union City Sesquicentennial celebration. (Photo by
Alona Hayden)
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them with their homework, and
then just play with them.”

Another “duty” was walking
the family’s dog daily, which
Heator took great pleasure in, as
the family lived near the beauti-
ful Balmoral Beach.

“I visited the beach as much
as possible,” Heator said, whose
travels also took her to
Tasmania and Melbourne,
Australia during off-time. She
also visited the Blue Mountains
and Royal National Park. “I
also tried to experience as much
of the city as possible.”

Heator said the best part of
the experience was “just being
able to live in another country,
visit with the family and get to
know the area a little better.”

The biggest challenge was
“learning how to live with a
new family. I was really lucky
to have my own bedroom and
bathroom, but there were some
things I had to get used to.”

Heator commented that
Australia is very similar cultur-
ally to the United States, and
that citizens share similar day to
day lives.

“Although they speak
English there, they have their
own words and sayings that I
didn’t understand, so I would
have to catch up with what they

were saying sometimes. Most
difficult, however, was learning
to drive on the opposite side of
the road, which was different
but fun,” shared Heator.

Another difference the
young woman noted was the
opposite seasons. Arriving in
August, it was the end of the
winter season in Australia, so
much of experience was during
their summer. The time differ-

ence was also a challenge to
work around while trying to
keep in touch with family and
friends at home.

While the weather, travel-
ling, beautiful beaches and
scenery were among Heator’s
favorite aspects of her overseas
experience, her least favorite
were long rides on public trans-
portation and getting Jackson
and Lara to do their homework.
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Union City American Legion Post 196
PANCAKE & SAUSAGE BREAKFAST
As a part of the Sesquicentennial Celebration

Saturday, July 2nd . 7 - 10am
Union City Fire Hall

Drinks: Coffee, Orange Juice & Milk
Cost of the breakfast is by donation

VOYCE’S
EAST LEROY
ELEVATOR

COMPLETE FARM SUPPLIES
FEEDS WE CARRY: BEEF,

GOAT, HOG, HORSE, CHICKEN
3985 K DRIVE SOUTH, EAST LEROY, MI

CALL 269-729-5503

15400 M60, Tekonsha, MI 49092 . Next to I-69
517.767.5553 . Fax: 517.767.5483

Hours: Mon-Fri: 7am - 6pm . Sat: 8am - 3pm
Hardware . Parts . Sales . Service . Fabrication

www.courtesycarandtruck.com . Local Owners Jim & Anne Swain

WEFEATURE

Above, left Mackenzie Heator explores Morisset Park, where kangaroos in the wild will hop right up to visitors. Above right is Balmoral Beach, near the Doyle familyʼs home.

Heator
Continued from page 1

2nd Annual A.A.H.A Poker Run
Saturday, July 9th, 2016

Registration: 11am @ Whistle Stop Tavern, Burlington

CCoonnttaacctt IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn:
Event Info: (269) 830-6092 or (269) 986-8329
Facebook: search “All American Horse’s Ass Club”
Email: everhartcustoms@yahoo.com

We welcome all bikers to ride in this summer’s A.A.H.A Poker Run.

Food . 50/50 Drawing . Prizes . FUN!
$20/bike.$5/extra rider.$5/additional hands

Start @ Whistle Stop Tavern, Burlington and then:
VFW, Athens; Thunderhog Saloon, Leonidas; Curlys, Colon;
Ma’s Bucket, Union City and The Seven Deuces, Tekonsha.

DDIIDD YYOOUU KKNNOOWW??
There is nnoo cchhaarrggee for printing birth announcements, 
engagements, weddings or special anniversaries in the 

HHoommeettoowwnn GGaazzeettttee.. We have forms available to make it easy for you
to provide us with this special local news. Quality photos of these
special events may be submitted and will be used on a space avail-
able basis. Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelopefor
photo return, or pick up photos at the HHoommeettoowwnn GGaazzeettttee office

within 30 days of printing.

Dave Eddy, of Battle Creek, recently donated two books on the history of his family to Dearth Union
Township Branch Library. The books, on the Eddy and Chivis families, contain extensive information and
photos of the Union City areas. “Members of both families were very prominent Union City citizens,”
shared Eddy. The Chivisʼ owned Chivis Grocery in the village for many years. “I wanted community mem-
bers to have access to the many photos and pieces of information available,” Eddy said of his decision to
donate the books. Eddy grew up in Albion and served as a radio voice for WBCK for 48 years. Above,
Eddy makes the donation to Library Manager Judy Gottschalk. (Photo by Alona Hayden)

One for the books

Village
beautification
Sherwood Village recently
received a generous donation of
three trees for its downtown land-
scape. Traci Counterman, man-
ager of Sherwood Branch Library,
had received another donation, of
binoculars and jump ropes, for
the libraryʼs summer reading pro-
gram, from Modern Woodmen of
America. That put her in contact
with Amey Little, an representa-
tive of the organization, who
helped make the donation of the
trees possible. “I want to say
thank you Modern Woodmen of
America, for the donation and for
helping beautify our Village,” said
Counterman. Modern Woodmen
of America is the third-largest fra-
ternal benefit society, with more
than 770,000 members. Sher-
wood Garden Club members
assisted in planting the trees.
(Photos by Alona Hayden)

She did, however, enjoy her
time with the Doyles, particu-
larly accompanying them in
their vacation to the Gold
Coast, during which they stayed
at a nice hotel with a large
waterpark area, going to dinner
with them, and their trip to a
theme park. Her favorite activi-
ty to do with the children was
swimming.

“The family has a pool, so
we spent a lot of time swim-
ming. I thought it was funny
that they lived right next to the
beach but never wanted to go to
it. They preferred to swim in the
pool,” she reflected.

Heator’s most unique expe-
rience was visiting a public area
where many wild kangaroos
live, and the animals are so used
to people that Heator and her
friends were able to walk right
up and even pet them.

“That was really cool, but
unfortunately they are used to
being fed, so expect food,’ she
laughed.

Heator was the family’s
third Au pair, and was able to
contact their previous Au pairs,
so she knew what to expect

before the trip. The family gave
her a warm welcome and her
first meal was popular
Australian fare of meat pie and
sausage rolls. Before she left,
the family prepared a sweet
send-off that included going out
to dinner, a picture slide show
the children made of their expe-
riences together, and a necklace
shaped like a key that read,
“you will always have a key to
our home.”

Though she wasn’t sure how
long she’d stay, somewhere
between six months and a year,
Heator and the Doyles had
agreed that the young lady
would stay until May, allowing
her serve the family for about
nine months.

“It went by a lot faster than I
expected,” she shared. “By the
end, it didn’t feel like I was
there nine months. I was sad to
leave, but excited to see family
and friends again.”

Heator is still in contact with
the family and hopes to visit
again in the future.

“I think it made me more
aware of the world,” Heator said
of the experience. “There is so

much out there, it made me want
to see more and travel more. It
made me more aware of all the
countries and places there are to
go and see. Serving as an Au
pair was a great way to travel,
too, as I always had a place to
come back to at the end of the
day. I would absolutely encour-
age anyone to give it a try.”

Heator is a 2005 graduate of
Union City High School and
2009 graduate of Olivet
College. In the future, Heator
hopes to become a flight atten-
dant.

“I have been inspired to trav-
el, and this job will give me the
opportunity to do more of that,”
she expressed.

Currently, Heator is visiting
her aunt in Wyoming.

“There is a lot more out
there than the little town you’re
from,” Heator addressed com-
munity members, “and seeing
the world also makes you
appreciate where you’re from.
If you’re ever thinking about
travelling, find a way to do it,
even if it’s here in the United
States, or even in Michigan,
there is so much to see.”
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Complete forecast, A2

TODAY FRI SAT

89°/71° 85°/63° 74°/58°

Feds open probe into 
La. police shooting
The U.S. Justice Depart-
ment opened a civil rights 
investigation Wednesday 
into the video-recorded 
police killing of a black 
man who authorities say 
had a gun as he wrestled 
with two white offi cers on 
the pavement outside a 
convenience store. B4
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Edwards jailed for 
knife attack
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STUDENTS TAKE 
ON NATIONAL 
ISSUES IN DC
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NEXT GENERATION METERS 
INSTALLED IN COUNTY
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www.TheDailyReporter.com $1

The  daily newspaper for Branch County, covering
Coldwater, Bronson, Quincy, Union City and Tekonsha

Thursday, July 7, 2016

Tibbits show
WHAT: The Princess and 
the Pea
WHEN: 10 a.m., Friday
WHERE: Tibbits Opera 
House
DETAILS: Tickets are $8 
and can be purchased at 
the door. 

Live Music
WHAT: Bittersweet Nites
WHEN: 8:30 p.m., Friday
WHERE: JT’s Billiard Bar 
and Grill
DETAILS: Enjoy live music

Annual event
WHAT: Neighborfest
WHEN: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Saturday
WHERE: St. Paul Lutheran 
Church
DETAILS: Enjoy music, 
games, food and more.

Fresh produce
WHAT: Farmer’s Market
WHEN: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Saturday
WHERE: Four corners park 
in Coldwater
DETAILS: Shop local farm-
ers and crafters and enjoy 
live music.

Supporting troops
WHAT: Veterans Picnic
WHEN: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Saturday
WHERE: Heritage Park in 
Coldwater
DETAILS: Free lunch for 
all veterans and their 
families, sponsored by 
Coldwater Elks.

Keep us informed
Do you have an event, a 
meeting, a story idea or 
any type of information you 
want us to know about? 
We want to hear from you. 
We encourage organiza-
tions, groups, businesses, 
non-profi ts and individuals 
to email us at newsroom@
thedailyreporter.com. 
Please include all pertinent 
information, including the 
best way to contact you 
and a reporter will be in 
touch promptly.

By Josh Lederman
The Associated Press

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
President Barack Obama 
scrapped plans Wednesday 
to cut American forces in 
Afghanistan by half before 
leaving office, a dispirit-
ing blow to his hopes of 
extricating the U.S. after 
15 years of fighting. He said 
he’ll leave 8,400 troops to 
address the country’s “pre-
carious” security situation.

Obama’s new drawdown 
plan, announced along-
side top military leaders, 
reinforced the likelihood 

that the U.S. will remain 
entangled in Afghanistan 
for years to come as Amer-
ica works to suppress a 
resurgent Taliban and train 
a still-struggling Afghan 
military. Indeed, Obama 
said his goal was to ensure 
the next president has the 
foundation and flexibility 
to fight terrorism there “as 
it evolves.”

Obama acknowledged 
that few Americans might 
have expected U.S. troops 
would still be in Afghani-
stan this long after the 2001 

MIDDLE EAST

Obama slows US’s Afghan withdrawal

President Barack Obama, flanked by Defense Secretary Ash Carter, 
left, and Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Joseph Dunford, makes a state-
ment on Afghanistan on Wednesday from the Roosevelt Room of the 
White House in Washington. SUSAN WALSH/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

K ids from the Branch District Library 
and the City of Coldwater’s Parks 
Program learned how to use a sword 
during a workshop demonstration 
from volunteers, students and Mae-

stro Christopher Barbeau of Ring of Steel Action 
Theatre and Stunt Troupe out of Ann Arbor. The 
first session took place at the Rec. Center with 
130 kids in attendance and the second class, for 
older kids, was taught at the Coach Eby Youth and 
Family Center. Each day this summer, the Cold-
water Branch of the Branch District Library will be 
hosting a kid friendly event for all ages. A complete 
calendar of events can be found at www.branch-
districtlibrary.org. 

KIDS LEARN:

The art of sword fi ghting 

TOP: Eric Rucker, 10, prepares to fight with an opponent. 
BOTTOM: Maestro Christopher Barbeau shows Tanner 
Hetke how to properly hold the sword.  CHRISTY HART-
HARRIS PHOTOS

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — The 
Coldwater City Council 
will receive, for intro-

duction 
on 
Monday, 
an ordi-
nance to 
extend the 
maximum 
height for 

downtown C-2 zoned 
buildings from 45 to 60 
feet.

The Coldwater Plan-
ning Commission passed 
the proposed change 
unanimously Tuesday 
night.

Community Service 
Director Keith Baker 
said city staff requested 
the change to allow for a 
new proposed five story 
apartment project on 
Hanchett Street, “but it 
would apply to the entire 
district.”

Exsell Realty of Ohio 
would like to buy the 
Milnes parking lot to 
build a five story 48 
unit apartment building 
with a parking garage. 
It plans to convert the 

DOWNTOWN 

Building 
height 
increase 
approved

Baker

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

LANSING — Local 
health officials are warn-
ing that a change in state 
law, signed by Governor 
Rick Snyder, could put 
those who use some types 
of vending machines in 
danger.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
and Rural Development 
inspects foods, but local 
h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s 
inspect “food service 
establishments.” With 
the change, the MDARD 
will now also inspect 
all  vending machine 
services.

The vending machines
in question dispense 
items such as sandwiches 
and ice cream, rather 
t h a n  p r e - p a c k a g e d , 
nonperishable foods 
such as potato chips and 
candy bars. Since vend-
ing machine locations 
are considered food ser-
vice establishments, they 
are regulated at the local 
level.

Republican Senator Joe 
Hune sponsored the bill 
to change all inspections 
to agriculture because 
local health departments 
apparently have different 
inspection, licensing and 

INSPECTIONS 
CHANGES

Vending 
machine 
safety 
examined

SEE BUILDING,  A5

SEE SAFETY,  A5SEE WITHDRAWAL,  A5

50 E. Chicago St.
Coldwater, MI
517-227-5877Family friendly menu

with something for everyone.

Award winning food, biggest drink selection

and free entertainment weekly.
SENIOR DISCOUNT TUESDAY UNTIL 4 PM

FREE LIVE MUSIC
Friday, July 8  Bittersweet Nites at 8:30pm

Saturday, July 9  Those 3 Guys Return at 8pm

Friday, July 15  Evan Burgess at 8:30pm

Saturday, July 16  Benedict Dollyrockers at 8:30pm

Complete forecast, A2
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Feds open probe into 
La. police shooting
The U.S. Justice Depart-
ment opened a civil rights 
investigation Wednesday 
into the video-recorded 
police killing of a black 
man who authorities say 
had a gun as he wrestled 
with two white offi cers on 
the pavement outside a 
convenience store. B4
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COLDWATER — Those 
hoping to see Hanchett 
Street reopen in front of Tib-
bits Opera House will have to 
wait a while longer.

Coldwater City Manager 
Jeff Budd said the concrete 
laid last week had to cure at 
least a week but “there is a 
problem with one section.”

The manager said that 
will be repaired this week, 
and will have to cure at least 
another week before the road 
can be opened for traffic.

Work continues on the 
Tibbits Parking lot.

Utilities are being installed 
to the buildings on the lot 
before it can be paved with 
concrete. The total proj-
ect is set for completion by 
September.

SUMMER 
CONSTRUCTION

Hanchett Street is not yet ready 
for traffic. DON REID PHOTO

Street 
reopening 
delayed 

QUINCY — Actors from The Sauk 
performed music and pieces from vari-
ous productions over the last several 
years Wednesday night in Quincy at the 
village park.

The evening of entertainment was 
part of the village’s entertainment week, 
which featured a variety of musical 
performance. The week will conclude 
today with the showing of “The Prin-
cess Bride” the first movie night of the 
summer. The movie will begin at dusk.

The actors performed pieces from 
“Tarzan,” “All I Really Need to Know I 
Learned in Kindergarten,” “A Festival of 
One Acts,” Titanic,” “Les Miserables,” 
“Fiddler on the Roof,” “Godspell,” 
“I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now 
Change,” and “Big Fish.”

ENTERTAINMENT WEEK

Theater in the park 

Brock Hayes (Tarzan) and Savannah Doster (Jane) reenact a scene from “Tarzan” 
during Wednesday evening’s theater in the park presentation.

Jared Bugbee (portraying Jesus) and Jordan Hayes (as Judas) sing a piece from the 2014 production of “Godspell.” ANDY BARRAND 

David Trippett, who portrayed Shrek in the 
2013 production of “Shrek the Musical” at 
The Sauk performs “Build a Wall.”

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

BURLINGTON —   For 
over 40 years, the All 
American Horse’s Ass Club 
has been raising funds and 
items for those in need.

A description found 
on the club’s Facebook 
page says the club, “was 
developed long ago and 
still exists across the U.S. 
in certain bars. Monthly 
meetings (are) held by 
elected officials (to) discuss 

innovations and support.”
On Saturday, the local 

chapter will be hosting the 
2nd Annual A.A.H.A. Poker 
Run at the Whistle Stop 
Tavern in Burlington. Reg-
istration for the event will 

begin, at the tavern located 
at 103 E. Main St., at 11 a.m. 
with kickstands up at noon.

The event will include 
50/50 drawing, prizes and 
more. The cost to enter is 
$20 per bike (cash only), 

and $5 for an extra rider 
and an additional hand. At 
registration, the rider will 
receive a ticket to be held 
until the end when a draw-
ing of many prizes will be 
conducted.

In addition to the ticket, 
riders will also receive a 
wristband which will serve 
as event identification at 
each of the stops.

The best five card hand 
wins with a bonus draw 

2ND ANNUAL EVENT 

A.A.H.A. Poker Run slated for Saturday
If you go 
WHAT  2nd Annual A.A.H.A. Poker Run
WHERE  Whistle Stop Tavern, 103 E. Main St. in Burlington
WHEN  Registration begins at 11 a.m. on Saturday with kick-
stands up at noon.
COST  CASH ONLY — $20 per bike, $5 for an extra rider and 
$5 for an additional hand.

 

SEE POKER,  A5

26th annual
Garden Tour

MARSHALL — Four events 
are being held in Marshall 
on Saturday and Sunday, 
July 9 and 10. “Welcome To 
My Garden” Tour will fea-
ture six private gardens, the 
“Quilts In Bloom” show at 
the High School, the Garden 
Market next to the County 
Fairgrounds, and an exhibit 
of Fine Art of the Garden at 
the EastEnd Studio and Gal-
lery downtown. Tickets for 
the garden tour are $12 and 
the quilt show admission is 
$7.  Tour and show hours are 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., with the 
market staying open until 
5 p. m. each day.  For more 
information about the tour 
or the Marshall Area Garden 
Club call 269-789-9489, visit 
wwwlmarshallareagarden-
club.org or fi nd the club on 
Facebook. For more infor-
mation about the quilt show 
or the guild, visit www.
calcoquiltersguild.com .

  

Volunteers needed
COLDWATER — Maple 

Lawn is seeking volun-
teers to assist residents 
with going to and from 
the Branch County Fair 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon 
on Thursday, August 11. 
Approximately 50 volun-
teers are needed to push 
residents in wheelchairs 
in and out of barns and 
along the paths. For more 
information or to register as 
a volunteer, call Kelli Seager 
at (517) 279-9587.

 

Keep us informed
Do you have an event, 

a meeting, a story idea or 
any type of information you 
want us to know about? 
We want to hear from you. 
We encourage organiza-
tions, groups, businesses, 
non-profi ts and individuals 
to email us at newsroom@
thedailyreporter.com. 
Please include all pertinent 
information, including the 
best way to contact you and 
a reporter will be in touch 
promptly.

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

QUINCY TOWNSHIP —
Quincy township trustees
are waiting for architect
recommendations before
proceeding on repairs to
the Quincy branch of the
Branch District Library,
which is also the township
hall.

The board did agree to
pay Quincy Village $8,448
for construction of two new
handicapped parking spots 
off Main street.

Supervisor Ray Conley
said, “I’m very, very happy 
with the bill. The village did
us well. It donated all the
labor.”

He added, “it already
paid its fair share” which
included drawings for the
project.

One major cost  was
Consumers Energy, which
charged $4,300 to move a
power pole six feet to allow 
access to the two spaces.

The library board also
agreed to contribute $2,000
to the project. The town-
ship will send thank you’s to
both the village and library.

QUINCY TOWNSHIP 

Library 
work 
progresses 

SEE LIBRARY,  A5

Trump reassures 
GOP rank-and-fi le
Donald Trump tried to 
assure skittish GOP law-
makers Thursday that they 
all share the same Republi-
can Party goals, but Senate 
antagonists withheld 
support after a tense meet-
ing with the presidential 
candidate. A7
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JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF

ASK DR. K

ADVICE | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

C O L D W A T E R  —  A 
domestic dispute early 
Tuesday morning left Greg 
Prater, 34, facing numerous 
felony charges.

A female victim called 
police after arguments broke 
out between the couple at 
their Avery Drive residence.

The 
woman said 
Prater held 
her down 
and tried to 
take away 
the phone 
while she 

called 911. When Sgt. Scott 
Sergent arrived, Prater 
refused to open the door. 
Once police were inside, he 

also refused to cooperate 
and fought with Sergent. 
The threatened officer used 
a stun gun to subdue him.

The woman pointed out, 
to police, that Prater had 
drugs without a prescrip-
tion. He was charged with 
possession of Percocet and 
Tramadol, synthetic narcot-
ics, two year offenses.

Prater was also charged 

with resisting Sgt. Sergent 
by assaulting him, and 
interference with an emer-
gency telephone call, both 
two year felonies.

Branch County District 
Court Judge Brent Weigle 
ordered him held under a 
$10,000 bond and to have 
no contact with the woman. 
Preliminary proceedings are 
set for July 14 and 21.

COLDWATER POLICE 

Prater jailed for drugs and assaults

Prater

DEAR DOCTOR K: I have 
fibroids that cause heavy 
menstrual bleeding and 
painful cramping. What are 
my treatment options?

DEAR READER: As I’ll explain 
shortly, the first question 
you need to ask yourself is 
whether you want to have 
children in the future. That’s 
because some of the most 
effective treatments for 
fibroids make becoming 
pregnant more difficult, or 
impossible. But, first, let me 
explain what fibroids are. 
They are tumors that form 
in or on the uterus. They are 
usually benign: They don’t 
spread. They do not usu-
ally cause symptoms, but in 
some women, they can cause 
heavy menstrual bleeding 
and painful cramps. They 
can also increase the risk 
of miscarriage. If you want 
to be able to bear children, 
you have several options 
available.

MEDICAL TREATMENT. Birth 
control options that con-
tain both estrogen and a 
progestin can help reduce 
extremely heavy bleed-
ing. They also help regulate 
menstrual periods. Proges-
tin-only therapies can also 
help reduce bleeding.

MYOMECTOMY. This surgical 
procedure removes fibroids 
while leaving the uterus 
in place. It is often used 
in women who still want 
to have children. Fibroids 
may be surgically removed 
through a variety of tech-
niques. The best approach 
depends on the fibroids’ 
location. (I’ve put an illus-
tration of different places 
that fibroids may be located, 
in or on the uterus, on my 
website, AskDoctorK.com.)

A myomectomy can 
sometimes be performed 
with a laparoscope, which 
requires only a small 
incision. In recent years, 
some doctors performing 
a laparoscopic procedure 
used a technique called 
“morcellation.” The FDA 
recommended that this pro-
cedure no longer be used in 
most women with fibroids. 

If you do not want to be 
able to bear children, then 
you have other options:

UTERINE ARTERY EMBOLIZA-
TION. During this procedure, 
small particles are injected 
into an artery that supplies 
the uterus. This treatment 
reduces the likelihood that 
you will be able to bear chil-
dren in the future.

ENDOMETRIAL ABLATION. This 
is a minor procedure that 
scars the lining of the uterus. 
Since the lining is the source 
of much of the bleeding, the 
procedure decreases uterine 
bleeding. This is usually 
advised only for women who 
have completed childbear-
ing, as pregnancy is less 
likely after an ablation. Also, 
complications during a preg-
nancy are more likely.

HYSTERECTOMY. This 
surgery removes the uterus 
along with the attached 
fibroids. It provides a per-
manent solution for fibroids 
in women who do not want 
children, or have already fin-
ished having them. Talk to 
your doctor about referring 
you to a gynecologist who 
can discuss the option that 
seems best for you.

—Dr. Komaroff is a physician 
and professor at Harvard 
Medical School. To send 
questions, go to AskDoctorK.
com, or write: Ask Doctor K, 
10 Shattuck St., Second Floor, 
Boston, MA 02115. 

Treatment 
of fi broids 
depends on 
childbearing

DEAR ABBY: On a recent 
trip out of state, my hus-
band became ill. The hotel 
we stayed in referred us to a 
nearby urgent care walk-in 
clinic.

The nurse took his blood 
pressure, which was very 
high. The “doctor” never 
took his temperature or 
mentioned the high blood 
pressure to us. He pre-
scribed six drugs and we 
went on our way. When we 
returned home, I looked up 
the doctor’s name on the 
internet. Actually, he was a 
physician’s assistant, not a 
medical doctor. Abby, what 
should people do if they 
become sick while traveling?
— TRAVELING MEDICAL 
EMERGENCY

DEAR T.M.E.: You have asked 
an excellent question, one 
that may help many other 
people.

It is always wise when you 
travel to bring along a list 
of any medications you’re 
taking and a copy of your 
medical records. Medi-
cal records are online these 
days and can be emailed to 
you upon request. Physician 
assistants are standard in 
many areas of the country as 
long as they are supervised 
by a physician — and in your 
husband’s case, there should 
have been an M.D. on the 
premises. It would not have 
been out of line to inquire 
about the certification of 
the person who was treat-
ing your husband, or to ask 
to see the supervising M.D. 
If the medical emergency 
is dire, take no chances and 
call 911. 

DEAR ABBY: We are a 
married male couple. It is 
always awkward to use the 
word “husband” when I’m 
referring to or asked about 
my spouse, because hetero-
sexuals seem to think that if I 
have a “husband,” then that 
makes me a “wife.” Nope!

I have started using “hus-
band” and not “partner” 
because we are legally mar-
ried and have been together 
for 18 years. Lesbians seem 
to have no trouble using 
“wife” when referring to 
each other. Why then does 
there seem to be a problem 
with male couples using 
“husband and husband” 
without it seeming awk-
ward for heterosexuals? 
I have experienced this 
problem many times, and 
so have other male couples 
we know. Is there another 
term that’s better than 
“husband”?
— PERPLEXED IN PHOENIX

DEAR PERPLEXED: You could 
use the word “spouse,” but 
using the word “husband” is 
preferable. (“Partner” may 
be appropriate, but in my 
opinion, it does not accu-
rately describe your status 
as a married person.) People 
may be jolted to hear married 
male couples refer to each 
other as husband because 
same-sex marriage is still 
new in many areas of the 
country. Personally, I think 
you should use the word 
“husband” and be confident 
in doing so. The more you 
do, the greater the opportu-
nity for the larger population 
to become accustomed to 
hearing it used.

—Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

Wife questions 
care received 
at out-of-town 
walk-in clinic

POKER
From Page A1

receiving a discard. Riders 
will leave from the Whis-
tle Stop Tavern and head 
to the VFW in Athens, 
Thunderhog Saloon in 
Leonidas, Curlys in Colon, 
Ma’s Bucket in Union 
City and a bonus stop 
at The Seven Deuces in 
Tekonsha.

For safety, each major 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i l l  b e 
manned to allow safe 
travels, without stopping, 
to each destination.

Riders will  have 35 
minutes at each stop — a 
50/50 and raffles will also 
be taking place at each 
stop. The main festivities 
will begin around 4:30 to 
5 p.m. at the Whistle Stop 
Tavern —   bikers should 
be done with the run 
between that time — and 
will include food donated 
by the Tavern and club 
members. 

The public is welcomed 
to join the fun at 5 p.m. 
with all proceeds to ben-
efit families in need from 
Athens to Homer and in 
between.

J e n n i f e r  A b r a m s , 
A.A.H.A. event coordi-
nator, said this event is 

“very organized” and the 
group has raised money, 
food and toys during the 
year for a family in need of 
assistance.

“We help anyone in need, 
in smaller communities,” 
Abrams said. “If someone’s 
house caught fire and they 
didn’t have insurance, we 
would help them.”

Every year the local 
chapter organizes a food 
drive at Thanksgiving 
time and a food and toy 
drive at Christmas time.

“Last year we helped 
over 70 families at Christ-
mas time,” Abrams said.

She added that city 
officials and residents of 

Burlington have really 
opened up and embraced 
the event.

“We try to give the 
communities something 
to look forward to,” 
Abrams said. “We coor-
dinate with local schools 
and churches to identify 
those in need. We want 
to make sure no one is left 
without help.”

From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
on August 27, the club will 
be hosting a car show at 
the Whistle Stop Tavern. 
The car show will feature 
classic cars on display, a 
live band, 50/50 drawing, 
raffle prizes and more. 
Lineup will be from Main 

street to 11 Mile Road with 
a $10 entry fee and a dash 
plaque to the first 100 
entries.

Motorcycles, trucks and 
cars are all welcome. 

For information on the 
car show, contact the 
event coordinator, Jeff 
Everhart at everhartcus-
toms@yahoo.com or by 
phone at 269-986-8329 
or 269-274-1337.

For more information 
on the poker run, visit 
A.A.H.A. on Facebook or 
email inquires to ever-
hartcustoms@yahoo.
com. The rain date for 
the event will be Sunday, 
same time and location.

Registration for the poker run begins at 11 a.m. at Whistle Stop Tavern. FACEBOOK PHOTO

The remaining work to 
be bid includes replace-
ment of rotting frames 
around two doors while a 
third, now blocked by the 
elevator, will be closed off 
permanently. The side-
walk to that door will also 
be removed. There has 
been a problem with kids 
hiding in the recessed area 
of that door.

In May, Treasurer Con-
stance Karney said there 
was an inspection “and 

the roof is in really good 
shape.” The trustees 
learned it will only need to 
replace and “rebend” and 
repair the gutters while 
the eaves are rebuilt as 
original.

Conley said the frame-
work under the metal is 
rotten.

“Maybe not all the way 
around,” he added.

Once plans are issued 
from the architect, bids 
can be taken for the work 
to finalize repairs. The 
slate roof was already 
replaced on the historic 
building.

LIBRARY
From Page A1

New handicapped parking completed at Quincy Library/township 
hall. DON REID PHOTO

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar
The Associated Press

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
Donald Trump’s health 
care plan would make 18 
million people uninsured 
but also lower premiums 
significantly for poli-
cies purchased directly 
by consumers, according 
to an independent study 
released Thursday.

The new policies would 
be stingier than what’s 
sold now.

Trump’s plan would 
have little effect on people 
covered by employers and 
those on Medicare. But mil-
lions of low-income adults 
covered by the Medicaid 
expansion under President 
Barack Obama’s health 
care law would lose newly 
gained benefits. Separately, 
taxpayers might save money 
because the government no 
longer would have to subsi-
dize insurance for millions of 
citizens.

The analysis by the non-
partisan Center for Health 
and Economy attempts 
to put some numbers to 
the health care concepts 
outlined on the GOP 
presidential candidate’s 
website. The center is 
a research group that 
includes both liberal and 
conservative experts.

The study found “sub-
stantial  uncertainty” 
about one of Trump’s main 
ideas: allowing insurers to 
sell policies across state 
lines to promote compe-
tition. In 10 years’ time, 
it could lead to as many as 
7 million people getting 
individual policies, or as 
few as 1 million, the study 
found.

Some of that uncertainty 
stems from the fact that 
health insurance remains 
a local and regional busi-
ness. Costs can vary 
dramatically around the 
country. A Texas company 
selling policies in New 
York City would have to 
charge higher premiums. 
Also, out-of-state insur-
ers might struggle to build 
the networks of doctors 
and hospitals needed to 
attract consumers.

“The biggest wild card 
is (Trump’s) approach to 
allowing people to buy 
across state lines,” said 
Douglas Holtz-Eakin, a 
Republican economist 
and a board member of 
the center.

There was no immediate 
comment from the Trump 
campaign.

The analysis assumes 
that a President Trump 
and a Republican Con-
g r e s s  w o u l d  b e  a b l e 

to completely repeal 
Obama’s Affordable Care 
Act.

Insurance losses would 
be swift and would fall 
mainly on people covered 
through Medicaid. The 
health law offers states an 
enhanced federal payment 
to expand their Medicaid 
programs and enroll low-
income adults. Trump’s 
plan would turn Medicaid 
into a block grant, mean-
ing that federal money 
would be limited and 
states would get more 
leeway on how to spend 
their allotment.

Among people who buy 
health insurance directly, 
there would be winners and 
losers.

The unpopular require-
ment to carry health 
insurance would disappear. 
But there would be no fed-
eral guarantee that people 
with health problems could 
get coverage.

HealthCare.gov’s online 
insurance market would be 
gone, along with tax credits 
for premiums and subsidies 
for out-of-pocket costs. 
Individuals and families 
would be able to deduct their 
premiums from taxes. But 
that doesn’t help as many 
people as the upfront tax 
credits that are now avail-
able, particularly for those 

with modest incomes.
Also eliminated would 

be the health law’s mini-
mum benefit requirements, 
financial protections, and 
limitations on charging 
higher premiums to older 
adults, all of which make 
coverage more expensive. 
Insurers would respond by 
offering skimpy low-cost 
plans appealing to healthy 
young adults, for whom the 
health law has been a tough 
sell. Average premiums 
would fall by more than 20 
percent.

Over time, more people 
would purchase the new 
kinds of coverage. But by 
2026, there would still be 
13 million more uninsured 
than currently projected 
under Obama’s law, and 
they could be older, sicker 
people.

Another expert who 
reviewed the study but was 
not involved in the research 
said he thinks the coverage 
losses could be even deeper 
than 18 million. 

“You are going to get a 
lot thinner coverage both 
in terms of higher deduct-
ibles and fewer benefits,” 
said John Holahan of the 
Urban Institute think 
tank. “The policy is bad 
for people with high risk, 
and good for people with 
low risk.”

HEALTH CARE

Study: Trump plan would make 18M uninsured
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MAKING IT RIGHT

The staff members of The Daily Reporter value accuracy 
and try hard to avoid mistakes. If you see an inaccuracy in 
any news item, please bring it to our attention so we can 
set the record straight. Call 517-278-2318 or email editor@
thedailyreporter.com.

Forecast for Coldwater
LOCAL ALMANAC

SUN & MOON

Bronson

Toledo

Coldwater

Kalamazoo

Holland

Ann Arbor

Lansing
Flint

Grand Rapids

Saginaw

Adrian

TODAY
Very warm and 
humid with clouds 
and sun 89°

HIGH:

TONIGHT
Cloudy, warm 
and humid with a 
t-storm

LOW:

Full Last New First

Aug 10Aug 2Jul 26Jul 19

Statistics through 5 p.m. yesterday

Precip. 24 hrs. through 5 p.m. yest. 0.00”
High / Low temperatures 86° / 62°

 Today Wednesday
Sunrise 6:16 a.m. 6:17 a.m.
Sunset 9:15 p.m. 9:15 p.m.
Moonrise 2:37 p.m. 3:33 p.m.
Moonset 1:24 a.m. 1:54 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
A couple of 
afternoon 
thunderstorms LOW: 71°

HIGH: 87°

HIGH:
LOW: 64°

An a.m. t-storm in 
spots; partly sunny

84°
THURSDAY

73°

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2016

89/73
89/73

91/72

89/74

90/66

92/71
95/73

93/74

93/72

90/71

Shown is today's weather. Temperatures 
are today's highs and tonight's lows.

91/71
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Online at www.thedailyreporter.com
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Spring has arrived, and gardeners who have
been hibernating will begin their preparing
and planting. What gardening tips do you

have that you can share with the community?
Share your tips by sending them to us along with photos of your

success from former seasons. Please limit your
comments to less than 200 words.

Share your
GARDENING TIPS

SUBMIT SPRING GARDENING PHOTOS & STORIES
to newsroom@thedailyreporter.com

or mail/drop off to The Daily Reporter,
15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI 49036

and we’ll run them in our print edition and online at
www.thedailyreporter.com

and use photos to explain.
Send along with your name and daytime phone

number to newsroom@thedailyreporter.com
or mail/drop off to:
The Daily Reporter

15 West Pearl Street
Coldwater, MI 49036
and we’ll run them in

our newspaper
and online at

www.thedailyreporter.com

TELL US ABOUT YOUR

Johnny Jay Word 
1952-2016

FREMONT — Johnny Jay 
Word, 64, of Fremont, Indi-
ana passed away on July 9, 
2016 in Oak Harbor, Ohio. 

He was born on June 29, 
1952 in Angola, Indiana. 

Funeral Arrangements 
are pending and will be 
announced by Beams 
Funeral Home –Fremont, 
Indiana.

DEATH NOTICE

LIBRARY PROGRAM 

Drummunity 

Lori Fithian from Dexter, Michigan recently performed “Drummunity” for kids at the Coldwater branch of the Branch District Library and 
Parks Program kids. Over 150 children, ages 3-12, attended and played various drums and percussion instruments. Event sponsors for this 
program were Century Bank & Trust, Southern Michigan Bank & Trust, and Coldwater Friends of the Library.  COURTESY PHOTO

Friday, July 8
Death investigation, 90 

block f North Shore Drive, 6:37 
a.m.

Larceny, 200 block of N. 
Fiske Road, 7:40 a.m.

Retail Fraud, 800 block of E. 
Chicago St., 9:33 a.m.

Suspicious person, 200 
block of Perkins St., 10:37 a.m.

Personal Injury accident, 
600 block of E. Chicago St., 
11:08 a.m.

Threat, 800 block of E. Chi-
cago Rd., 12:44 p.m.

Verbal, 300 block of Wash-
ington St., 12:56 p.m.

Threat, 100 block of N. 
Angola Road, 1:38 p.m.

Domestic, 400 block of E. 
Chicago St., 1:55 p.m.

Unwanted person, 200 block 
of E. Garfi eld Ave., 2:25 p.m.

Be on the Lookout, 900 

Weaver Road, 3:27 p.m.
Property destruction acci-

dent, 100 block of S. Jefferson 
St., 4:21 p.m.

Larceny, 600 block of N. Fall 
River Dr., 4:30 p.m.

Car/Deer, 700 block of 
Mendon, 5:17 p.m.

Domestic, 90 block of 
Hooker St., 6:09 p.m.

Car/Deer, 1000 block of E. 
Central Road, 6:49 p.m.

Larceny, 200 block of Barry 
St., 6:59 p.m.

Disturbing the peace, 50 
block of Division St., 9:36 p.m.

Saturday, July 9
Threat of violence, 600 

block of Rest Area, north-
bound, 1:15 a.m.

Suspicious person, 30 block 
of W. Pearl St., 3:56 a.m.

Threat of Violence, 13000 

block of Iyopawa Island, Road, 
9:13 a.m.

Trauma, 800 block of 
Ralston Road, 11:40 a.m.

Car/Deer, 300 Block of N. 
Snow Prairie Road, 1:13 p.m.

Disturbing the peace, 00 
block of Walnut St., 5:31 p.m.

Threat, 900 block of Wattles 
Road, 6:13 p.m.

Larceny, 50 block of Division 
St., 6:39 p.m.

Civil, 00 block of W. Jeffer-
son St., 7:41 p.m.

Shots, 1000 block of Mar-
shall Road, 10:08 p.m.

Prowl, 300 block of Bullock 
Road, 10:35 p.m.

Domestic, 100 block of W. 
Chicago St., 10:45 p.m.

Music complaint, 1000 block 
of Marshall Road,  11:10 p.m.

Sunday, July 10
Be on the Lookout, 800 Clar-

endon Road, 12:01 a.m.
Suspicious Vehicle, 200 

block of Broadway St., 12:29 
a.m.

Be on the Lookout, 700 SB, 
2:18 a.m.

911

Our physicians have a specialty: YOU
  

274 E. Chicago Street | Coldwater, MichiganEdelwina Dy, MD
CHC Pediatric & Adolescent Center
Her Specialty, YOU. www.CHCBC.com | Facebook.com/CHCBC

Specializing in
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Serving your family with quality service & selection for over 92 years!

Since 1924

Memorials
Crafted 

With Care

Family Owned & Operated By Andrea Roerig

411 West Main Street • Montpelier, OH

1-800-272-5588
www.facklermonument.comMember Since 1988
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ENTERTAINMENT
SUMMER READING 

Ring of Steel

The library hosted a Ring of Steel event last week as part of its 
Summer Reading Program. The event sponsors were Quality 
Springs/ Togo Inc and H.C. Starck Manufacturing. COURTESY 
PHOTO

COLDWATER — Tibbits 
Summer Theatre will team 
with two area restaurants to 
present special dinner theatre 
productions in July offering a 
full meal and a cabaret-style 
performance featuring mem-
bers of its professional 
summer company. 

The cabaret performances 
will be presented Tuesday, 
July 19 at Olivia’s Chop House 
in Jonesville and Wednesday, 
July 20 at Barefoot Grille at 
Coldwater Lake. The perfor-
mance will feature four actors 
from the summer cast who will 
sing a collection of contem-
porary and classic Broadway 
songs. According to Tibbits 
Artistic Director for Summer 
Theatre, Charles Burr, “Each 
performer will have an oppor-
tunity to sing some of his or 
her favorite songs from musi-
cal theatre.” He adds, “We’ll 
do a few numbers from our 
current season, but it will be 
much more than that. We look 
forward to showcasing some 
of the great talent we have 
with us this summer.”

Each restaurant will offer 
a different experience based 

on its strengths. Known for 
its fine dining experience, 
Olivia’s will offer a plated 
meal with a choice of entrees. 
The three options available 
for selection on the night of 
the event are a slow-roasted 
prime rib with garlic mashed 
potatoes, chicken marsala 
with garlic mashed pota-
toes, or oven-baked salmon 
with herb risotto. The meal 
is served with salads and 
homemade breads as well as 
desserts following the per-
formance. Olivia’s is located at 
205 E. Chicago St., Jonesville.

Barefoot Grill combines 
a beautiful lake setting and 

dinner buffet with the per-
formance. The buffet will 
include Captain Morgan 
pork loin, Italian marinated 
chicken breast and Swiss 
steak along with scalloped 
and redskin potatoes, veg-
etable and assorted salads, 
breads, and desserts. Barefoot 
Grill is located at 632 Lake Dr., 
Coldwater.

Dinner at each location 
begins at 6 pm. Tickets for 
each restaurant experience are 
$42 per person which includes 
fees but not beverages. Reser-
vations are required and may 
be made by calling the Tibbits 
box office at (517) 278-6029. 

To order on line at Tibbits.org, 
click on ‘Buy Tickets Now!’ 
at the top of the page or click 
on the event on the calendar. 
Seating is for tables of 4 and 
6. Couples may need to share 
a table with other guests.

The cabaret dinner theatre 
experience falls in between 
Tibbits Summer Theatre’s 
regular line up. The Rod-
gers and Hammerstein 
musical “Oklahoma!” closes 
July 16. “The Addams Family 
the Musical” opens July 28. 
For more information on Tib-
bits and its productions go to 
www.Tibbits.org.

TIBBITS PRESENTS 

Cabaret at Local Restaurants

Barefoot Grill at Coldwater Lake will offer a dinner theatre experience on Wednesday, July 20 featuring a 
cabaret performance by members of Tibbits Summer Theatre professional company. COURTESY PHOTO

Stocks. News. Advice.
The Street business content, in print and online

Get all your news and sports 
at thedailyreporter.com

     Cameron Hospital is proud to announce the addition of          

3D mammography to its suite of imaging solutions.  Digital 

breast tomosynthesis (tomo), also known as 3D mammography, 

is a revolutionary new screening and diagnostic breast imaging 

tool to improve the early detection of breast cancer and other 

abnormalities.

     When added to traditional mammography, 3D mammography 

reduces the overall recall rates in breast cancer screenings by 

30%, with even greater reductions for women younger than 50 

and those with dense breasts according to a study published by 

Radiology.

     For more information, or to make an appointment, call 

260.667.5128.

C A M E R O N  H O S P I T A L 

I M AG I N G  S E R V I C E S

C A M E R O N M C H . CO M

4 1 6  E  M A U M E E  S T

A N G O L A ,  I N  4 6 7 0 3

Detecting up to 40% more 
cancers than traditional 
methods

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

O MC.O N M C HM E RAC

 S TU M E EA M E614

3076 4I N,A N G O L A

uto-Pay
The easy way to keep the

Reporter and not miss a day

“It’s not funny,”
said the bunny.

“My renewal’s due
and I’m out of money!”

“Never fear.”
said Tortoise, dear.

“I’m on my way
to switch to
AUTO-PAY.

It’s $15.80 every 4 weeks.
Sign up time is at its peak,

Don’t delay, call today for auto-pay!

Call 517-278-2318 or stop in at
15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI

517-369-2161
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 8:00am – 5:00pm

Tuesday & Thursday 8:00am – 6:30pm    Friday 8:00am – 4:00pm
Saturday 8:00am – 12:00pm

Joanna J. Bronson, DVM
Anthony Klingler, DVM

452 W. Central Road
Coldwater, MI 49036

517-369-8317-Fax

Simparica is available for dogs
over 6 months of age and in

multiple weight ranges to protect
your four legged friend

Buy 6 Doses Receive a $15.00 Rebate
Buy 12 Doses Receive a $35.00 Rebate

�������
APPAREL AND

BRIDAL SHOPPE
����������
���
�
�		�
��������
����
�������

6 W. Chicago St., Quincy, MI
www.pattysbridal.com

517-639-7000
Monday - Friday 9:00am - 5:30pm

Saturday 9:00am - 4:00pm

Wedding Gown

WEDDINGS &
CELEBRATIONS!

DIRECTORY
✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽  CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ENGAGEMENT! ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽

Share your engagement in the newspaper!
$25 includes a photo   $30 includes 2 photos

Deadline is 3 p.m. on Tuesday for print in the following Thursday paper.
Stop in and pick up a form today at The Daily Reporter!

(no limit on words)

August 6, 2016
Tess Donner & Daniel Welburn

CLOCK
REPAIR

Allen Antique Barn
9247 W. Chicago Rd.

US 12 Allen MI
(517) 869-2888

or at 105 Edwin
Colon, MI

We make housecalls
for Grandfather clocks,
Call 1-800-440-9844

Authorized Service Center
For Howard Miller Clocks

Modern and Antique Clocks
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ENTERTAINMENT

COLDWATER — Tib-
bits Popcorn Theatre in 
conjunction with Kid’s 
Place at the Branch District 
Library will be presenting a 
free program designed for 
children to learn about the 
next Popcorn Theatre show 
“The Plant that Ate Dirty 
Socks.” The program at the 
library is Saturday July 16 at 
1 p.m. in Kid’s Place at the 
Coldwater Main Branch.

The Tibbits perfor-
mance, based on a book 
by Nancy McArthur, “The 
Plant that Ate Dirty Socks” 
is an outrageous tale of two 
brothers who plant some 
seeds in their room. 

What happens next, is a 
crazy, fun time for all and 
you will be kept guess-
ing until the very end how 
this story concludes. The 
show runs at Tibbits Opera 

House July 22, 23, 29, and 
30 at 10 a.m. Tickets are $8 
and includes popcorn and 
juice at intermission.

As part of the library pro-
gram, professional actors 
from the show will be on 
hand to talk to the children. 
They will take questions 
about the show, their life 
in the theatre, their train-
ing, and whatever other 
questions curious minds 
ask. The event includes a 
craft planned by the library 
staff. There will also be a 
drawing for a chance to win 
tickets to the show.

For more information 
call the Library at (517) 
278-2341, ext. 14. For 
information on the Tibbits 
performance or to reserve 
tickets go to Tibbits.org 
or call the theatre at (517) 
278-6029.

Free program off ered to local kids
TIBBITS POPCORN THEATRE

 Collin Long reads “The Plant That Ate Dirty Socks” in preparation 
for the library event on July 16 and the Tibbits Popcorn Theatre 
show opening July 22. COURTESY PHOTO

By Carl D. Rifenburgh
For The Daily Reporter 

Rodgers and Hammer-
stein musical, “Oklahoma”, 
opened on the Tibbits Stage 
to begin the run of the sea-
son’s second production. This 
well known musical played 
to a rather large, apprecia-
tive audience on Thursday’s 
matinee. It is a show that 
contains great songs, creative 
choreography, and memora-
ble characters.

Having seen, “Oklahoma”, 
six or seven times, I may have 
expectations that come from 
previously seen encounters. 
Having said that, here we 
go! This production had 
some very strong musical 
talent that was highlighted 
by the two lead characters. 
“Laurey” played by Cath-
erine Skojec and “Curly” 
played by Taylor Eliason 
were outstanding. Not only 
are they musically gifted, but 
their acting skills created the 
necessary chemistry to tell a 
love story like this. Among 
strong performances by most 
of the cast, Jacklyn Collins, 
Drew Porrett, and of course, 
Joey Gugliemelli stood out. 
Together, the entire cast 
and crew put forth a most 
respectable effort to the suc-
cess of the show.

The orchestra is to be 
complemented for a job well 
done and the set design, 
though simplistic, was what 

was called for.
The choreography for 

this show was a massive 
undertaking. Again, most 
routines were well designed 
and executed. Some chore-
ography was a bit feminine 
for cowboys and farmers 
and the dream ballet was 
too long and not performed 
by the strongest dancers. It 
lacked that “Wow” factor 
necessary to be felt by the 
audience at its conclusion. 
Sorry, it just wasn’t there!

Costuming for the ladies 
in the show was quite well 
done, colorful and authen-
tic except for Aunt Eller’s 
hair style. The men on the 
other hand, left much to 
be desired. The vests and 
jackets were hardly West-
ern, not all plants need to 
be 6 inches too short, and 
the differentiation between 
Cowboys and Farmers, 
called for in the script, was 
not obvious. Costuming 
should have done that.

One final note regarding 
stage props; I apologize—
this a huge pet peeve of mine, 
but if you are going to have a 
Cowboy wear a gun, please 
… get a real gun belt and use 
a realistic stage prop revolver 
(you know they make them), 
never a child’s toy.

Even though this review 
may not sound “glowing”, 
the show was very enjoyable. 
Plan on a bit of “seat time” as 
this is a three hour show.

“Oklahoma”
Curley, played by Taylor Eliason, woos Laurey, played by Catherine 
Skojec, with the idea of a “Surrey with the Fringe on Top” COURTESY 
PHOTO

ALBION — Visit Kids ‘N’ 
Stuff Children’s Museum 
on Thursday, July 28 from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and enjoy 
free admission for everyone 
in your family thanks to the 
generosity of Steel Products.

Every year, Kids ‘N’ Stuff 
hosts at least twelve free 
days sponsored by local 
businesses and individuals. 
In 2015, over 3,300 guests 
enjoyed free admission 
thanks to the sponsors’ 
generosity.

Kids ‘N’ Stuff Children’s 
Museum offers an interac-
tive experience for parents 
and children to play and 
learn together. Young visi-
tors have so much fun they 
don’t even realize they are 
learning problem solving, life 

skills, math, and more! 
Every area within the 

museum offers a new learn-
ing experience. Check out 
our new giant Lite Brite in the 
Messy Art Room graciously 
donated by Becky and Peter 
Mitchell.

Kids ‘N’ Stuff Children’s 
Museum regular hours are 
Mondays 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Tuesday to Saturday 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., and is located at 
301 S. Superior St. in Albion. 
For more information on 
this program and others, 
visit www.kidsnstuff.org or 
call (517) 629-8023. Kids ‘N’ 
Stuff Children’s Museum 
is now on Facebook. Like 
us today to stay informed 
about upcoming programs 
and activities.

KIDS ‘N’ STUFF CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

Steel Products to sponsor free day 

Steel Products to Sponsor Free Day at Kids ‘N’ Stuff Children’s 
Museum. COURTESY PHOTO

Kids ‘N’ Stuff Children’s Museum regular hours are 
Mondays 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. and Tuesday to Saturday 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SHOW REVIEW

JOIN MASONVILLE PLACE FOR A

THURSDAY, July 21, 2016
6:00pm-7:30pm

Soak up the sun and some sweet tunes!
Mark your calendar and meet us out in the

courtyard for some fabulous entertainment by
Jim Stout & Friends!

Enjoy complimentary refreshments and snacks
while having some summer fun!

RSVP to Tricia by July 19 at 517-278-6805

Concert in the
Courtyard

150 North Shore Drive
Coldwater, MI 49036

517-278-6805Senior Living                       enlivant.com

uto-Pay
The easy way to keep the

Reporter and not miss a day

“It’s not funny,”
said the bunny.

“My renewal’s due
and I’m out of money!”

“Never fear.”
said Tortoise, dear.

“I’m on my way
to switch to
AUTO-PAY.

It’s $15.80 every 4 weeks.
Sign up time is at its peak,

Don’t delay, call today for auto-pay!

Call 517-278-2318 or stop in at
15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI


