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East Leroy to
start Elementary
Honor Society
by Alona Hayden

East Leroy Elementary
School, in order to better serve
the needs of advanced students,
will start a National Elementary
Honor Society chapter this year.

A committee, consisting of
Student Support Specialist Lisa
Guseman, fifth grade teacher
Mary Stratton, fourth/fifth grade
teacher Jamie Tenney, and third
grade teacher Donna Martin, is in
planning for the group, which will
induct its first members at the end
of the school year awards ceremo-
ny. Third and fourth grade stu-
dents will be inducted, and will
participate in NEHS activities in
their fourth and fifth grade years.

“We felt there weren’t
enough programs offered for our
gifted and talented students,”
shared Guseman, who was ini-
tially approached by Principal
Mike Dunn about starting a
NEHS.

The committee will take
referrals from teachers for stu-
dents who qualify. Criteria for
the group include GPA, commu-
nity service and good character.
Guseman and other committee
members have met with Athens
High School National Honor
Society advisers and plan to fash-
ion the new program after theirs.

NEHS members will be
required to complete a certain
number of community service
hours each year. A variety of

opportunities to be offered
include weeding, planting and
beautification of school grounds;
bell ringing for the Salvation
Army; dog walking; stocking
food bank shelves; and assisting
at high school events.

“We can never offer too many
service opportunities,” shared
Guseman. “Our goal is to not
only plant the seed for academic
excellence but to encourage com-
munity service and leadership
qualities that students can take
into high school and adulthood.

In the future, Guseman hopes
to streamline the program into
the middle and high school lev-
els, so that NHS is offered to stu-
dents in all grades. In the past,
the program has only been
offered to juniors and seniors.

Profit to film ‘Arabella’ at UCHS
by Alona Hayden

Union City High School grad-
uate Christina Profit, Class of
2013, will bring a unique opportu-
nity to the community this week.

Profit, as well as a cast and
crew, will be filming “Arabella”
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
at UCHS and community mem-
bers have been invited to serve
as extras. Extras will portray high
school students in the UCHS halls
on April 2, as students in class on
April 3 and as extras on the school
dance floor April 4. Extras can
participate all three days.

Profit is acting as the producer
and director of “Arabella,” the
story of a teen girl who is the
black sheep of her family.

“I wanted to come back to my
hometown and to offer a more cre-
ative avenue for local students and
community members,” she shared.

Profit said it will be an emo-
tional return and that she is excit-
ed and proud to share the craft she
has learned with her family,
friends and the community.

Profit is a senior visual
film/production major at the Art
Institute of Chicago. She has been
involved in a number of large proj-
ects, including the film, “The
Things We’ve Seen,” for which she
was the Unit Production Manager
and had the opportunity to work
with Hollywood actor Randy Ryan.

Profit, who grew up in Union
City, said she loves her hometown
and its cozy atmosphere, but has
appreciated the opportunity to “fig-
ure out life’s turmoil” by herself.

“I had never even been to
Chicago, I hadn’t even been to the
school before I started. I’m here
completely by myself, so there’s no
running to mommy and daddy when
I have a problem,” she elaborated.

Profit’s future goals include get-
ting a job in upper management at a
filming company and is looking for-
ward to the next step in her journey.

The gifted student said she has
an open door policy and would love
to hear from community members.
She can be contacted at christi-
naprofit30@gmail.com.

UCHS students spend weekend in Lansing for YIG Conference
by Alona Hayden

Union City High School stu-
dents traveled to Lansing recent-
ly for the annual Youth in
Government conference.

It was the tenth year UCHS
students have participated in the
conference, and the delegation
consisted of a record 39 stu-
dents, lead by advisors, UCHS
teachers Mary Brecheisen and
Karlene Neal. Juniors Makenna
Hutson and Allison Brinkman
served as co-presidents of the
group. Several UCHS students
served in leadership positions
during the conference.

A big topic of conversation
during the conference was the
Flint water crisis and ways in
which to move forward as a state
to support those affected.

Hutson, who has been
involved in YIG for three years,
said she was surprised to hear
the delegation from Flint share
their experiences. Especially
shocking was the fact that Flint
residents are not advised to take
hot showers, as the heat activates
lead in the pipes and can
absorbed through skin. Flint del-
egates also shared that there is an

overabundance of empty water
bottles, much more than local
recycling centers can handle.
One student shared that his fam-
ily has 70 garbage bags full of
water bottles in their basement.

“I hadn’t thought of those
consequences,” shared Hutson.

Brinkman, who has been
involved in YIG for three years,
said she was most interested in
the governor candidates’ debate.
She found it challenging to hear
uniformed delegates sharing and
debating on their opinion. She
shared that it has taught her the
importance of being informed
herself.

“Everyone has an opinion
and it is important to compro-
mise for the better of society,”
shared Brinkman.

“YIG is a great way to meet a
lot of new people and venture
out of your comfort zone,”
shared Hutson. “I love govern-
ment and politics and enjoy lis-
tening to students debate on top-
ics.”

Hutson and Brinkman
offered the following advice to
younger students considering
joining YIG: “Go into it with an

open mind, There are so many
different jobs, you don’t have to
do the same thing every year,
and you can lean a lot of differ-
ent things and perspectives.”

Hutson plans to attend
Kellogg Community College
and later transfer to a university
to study Early Childhood
Education.

“YIG has helped me become
more professional and to think
on the spot and to share my opin-
ions and things I have to say,”
she shared of how her YIG expe-
rience will benefit her in the
future.

Brinkman hopes to attend the
University of Michigan’s pre-
med program.

“YIG has taught me leader-
ship skills and communication
skills and how to express my
thoughts and opinions,” she stat-
ed.

Brecheisen has been a YIG
advisor for the past five years
and Neal got involved two years
ago.

“The growth you see in stu-
dents in just five days in expo-
nential,” shared Neal of the most
rewarding part of leading the
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Greeting their fans
The cast and crew of the graphic novel Ghost Canyon held the premiere of issue three this past Thursday at Dearth Union Township
Library. Ghost Canyon creator Aaron Warner, along with his wife and partner Angie, presented the third installment of the critically
acclaimed graphic novel in front of a number of fans and members of the cast, including a number of local residents.

Lisa Guseman

Christina Profit

Athens Area Schools
Board of Education meets

The Athens Area Schools
Board of Education held its
monthly meeting Monday,
March 21.

The school board was pre-
sented with general information
and heard community input
regarding the upcoming sinking
fund ballot measure.

The board approved the hir-
ing of Walt Schalau as the varsi-
ty boys’ track coach.

Ongoing teacher contract
negotiations were discussed in a
closed session.

Also discussed in a closed
session was the annual evalua-
tion of the Superintendent of

Schools. Superintendent/Jr.-Sr.
High School Principal Joseph
Huepenbecker received a rating
of “Effective.”

The public then commented
regarding the recent application
to join the SCAA (athletic
league).

Lastly, trustee Craig
Fairchild reported that he would
not be seeking re-election for
another term this November. At
this time there are three seats up
for re-election this November.
These school board seats are cur-
rently held by secretary - Dan
Loew, trustee - Craig Fairchild
and trustee - Eric McClure.
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First Congregational Church
Dinner Theater

410 North Broadway, Union City, MI (517)741-5581

ssccrriipptt bbyy EEddiitthh WWiieessss

.PRESENTED TO YOU BY: THE FCC PLAYERS .

and produced by special arrangement with Pioneer Drama Services, Inc. Englewood, CO.

Salad (spring greens, swiss cheese, 
dried cranberries & poppy seed dressing)

Seasoned Pork Loin with Cherry Sauce (optional) 
Scalloped Potatoes, Mixed Vegetables (Green & yellow 

beans and baby carrots), Homemade fruit cobbler
Dinner Roll, and Beverages (iced tea, coffee, and water)

COST: $20/person (Must be purchased in advance)

PURCHASE TICKETS: at Miller’s Pharmacy or 
Call church @ 741-5581 (Tue, Wed & Thur: 8-Noon)

Deanne Rathburn @ 517-741-7849

AAuunntt MMaaggggiittyy’’ss
DARK AND STORMY NIGHT

! !

DDiinnnneerr

April 16: 6pm & April 17: 3pm

COME TO A PROFESSIONAL BODY SHOP

517-278-5074
Butler Body Shop, LLC
695 Marshall Rd. • Coldwater, MI 49036

Tell Your Insurance Company
You Want Butler Body Shop
To Repair Your Vehicle.
The Choice Is YOURS.

All Vehicles We Repair Are Stored
Inside While In Our Care
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8 AM TO 5 PM

SATURDAY 9 AM TO 1 PM

“Where Modern Technology
Meets Old-Fashioned
Customer Service”

Authorized Rental
Car
Agent

Qualified For
New 2015 Ford F150
Aluminum Body Repair
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Easter surprise
Community Unlimited’s Great Start Readiness Program students

celebrated Easter last week with a glow in the dark easter egg hunt.
Students and their families enjoyed a pizza party before searching for
glowing eggs in the dark. A fun time was had by all.

Miss Doreen fills Kirsten Wadeʼs bag with prizes. Eleanor Bailey shares an excited moment with her mom.

Gracie Isaacs discovers eggs hidden in the classroom.

Fun
for

all ages
Dearth Union Township Library
hosted their annual Easter Egg
Hunt last Friday. Organizers were
surprised and delighted by a
large turnout of families and chil-
dren wishing to participate.
Participants enjoyed a craft, an
egg hunt and special prizes.

Photos by
Alona Hayden
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Getting
into

character
Union City Elementary school
students continued to celebrate
March is Reading Month last
Wednesday as they dressed up
as their favorite book characters.
Pictured at left are Katie
Johnson, Lauryn Barrett, Parker
Williams with first grade teacher
Johanna Vosburg. Pictured far
left are Jacob Smith, Blake Hicks
and Jaylyn Eyre.

The Branch County
Community Chorus and the
Union City Community Chorale
are combining talents and shar-
ing their voices in each other’s
concerts the weekend of April 9.

Saturday, April 9, at 7:30
p.m. at St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church, 27 E. Chicago,
Coldwater, Branch County
Chorus will present Many
Choirs, One Voice - A
Celebration of the Choral Arts.
Also joining them will be

Kellogg Community College
Choral Union, Kellogg Singers
and Concentus Vocal Ensemble.
A free will offering will be taken
to support its musical efforts and
outreach. Sunday, April 10, at 3
p.m. at First Congregational
UCC, in Union City, UC
Community Chorale will present
Two Choirs, One Voice - In
Song We Raise our Voices.
Also featured will be Emily
Chard with an organ solo.
Tickets for the April 10 concert

may be purchased at the door.
Ticket costs are: Adults - $8,
seniors and students - $6, family
ticket of two adults and up to
four children - $20. The Chorale
is a non-profit organization.
Both choruses are under the
direction of Dr. Gerald
Blanchard, Musical Director of
Kellogg Community College.
Accompanist is Nancy Brown,
Director of the Community
Music School with locations in
Battle Creek and Hastings.

Branch County Community Chorus Union City Community Chorale

UC Community Chorale, Branch County Community Chorus to join forces

ATHENS AUTO SUPPLY, INC.
131 N. Capital Ave., Box 186, Athens, MI 49011

269-729-9005

VOYCE’S
EAST LEROY
ELEVATOR

COMPLETE FARM SUPPLIES
FEEDS WE CARRY: BEEF,

GOAT, HOG, HORSE, CHICKEN
3985 K DRIVE SOUTH, EAST LEROY, MI

CALL 269-729-5503

Arleen’s Accounting & Tax Service
& Vozar Insurance Agency

18 West Chicago St., Quincy - (517) 639-5143
110 Hammond St., Union City - (517) 741-3607
122 S. Capital Ave., Athens - (269) 729-4000

Mike Vozar - agent, Katie Brodock - agent,
Dawn Vozar - accounting, Arleen Balowski - accounting

Representing: Auto Owners Insurance, Hasting Mutual,
Secura Insurance, Michigan Insurance, Grand River Insurance,
Safeco Insurance, Foremost Insurance, Progressive Insurance

“Locally Owned Accounting Service/Insurance Service”

The creators of Ghost Canyon speak at the beginning of the release party.

Alton Neal, Zach Neal and Dakotah Hoskins at the Ghost Canyon release party.The Ghost Canyon cast

Library hosts Ghost Canyon release party
The cast of the critically

acclaimed graphic novel Ghost
Canyon descended upon Union
City Township Library this past
Thursday for the release of the
third installment in the popular
series.

Each attendee to the release
party received a ticket for a door
prize, with a number of different
items given out over the course
of the event.

All three installments of
Ghost Canyon were available for
purchase, along with other
works by creator Aaron Warner.

As a special treat, after the
showing of a 15-minute film
showing the making of Ghost
Canyon, the cast were made avail-
able for autographs and a small
question and answer session.

The cast of Ghost Canyon is
rich with Union City blood, as

the main star of the comic is
Union City graduate Zac Neal.

A number of additional Union
City residents appear throughout
the comic, including Zac’s par-
ents Alton and Karlene, his sister
Maegan, as well as current Union
City Middle School teacher Scott
Cayo and many more.

To take a look at the graphic
novel Ghost Canyon, visit their
website at ghostcanyon.com.
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