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Forecast for Coldwater
LOCAL ALMANAC

SUN & MOON

Bronson

Toledo

Coldwater

Kalamazoo

Holland

Ann Arbor

Lansing
Flint

Grand Rapids

Saginaw

Adrian

TODAY
Rather cloudy, 
fl urries; breezy, 
colder 30°

HIGH:

TONIGHT

Clouds and colder 
with snow showers

LOW:

First Full Last New

Feb Jan 31Jan 23Jan 16

Statistics through 5 p.m. yesterday

Precip. 24 hrs. through 5 p.m. yest. 0.0
High / Low temperatures 39° / 

 Today Sunday
Sunrise 8:05 a.m. 8:05 a.m
Sunset 5:34 p.m. 5:35 p.m
Moonrise 12:02 p.m. 12:39 p.m
Moonset 12:15 a.m. 1:24 a.m

SUNDAY

Colder with snow 
showers LOW: 7°

HIGH: 17°

HIGH:
LOW: 9°

Very cold with times 
of sun and clouds

14°
MONDAY

16°

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2016

30/15
30/16

29/15

31/14

30/17

28/14
30/18

29/14

30/13

31/19

Shown is today's weather. Temperatures 
are today's highs and tonight's lows.

32/19

and use photos to explain.
Send along with your name and daytime phone

number to newsroom@thedailyreporter.com
or mail/drop off to:
The Daily Reporter

15 West Pearl Street
Coldwater, MI 49036
and we’ll run them in

our newspaper
and online at

www.thedailyreporter.com

TELL US ABOUT YOUR

Spring has arrived, and gardeners who have
been hibernating will begin their preparing
and planting. What gardening tips do you

have that you can share with the community?
Share your tips by sending them to us along with photos of your

success from former seasons. Please limit your
comments to less than 200 words.

Share your
GARDENING TIPS

SUBMIT SPRING GARDENING PHOTOS & STORIES
to newsroom@thedailyreporter.com

or mail/drop off to The Daily Reporter,
15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI 49036

and we’ll run them in our print edition and online at
www.thedailyreporter.com

Thursday, Jan. 14, 
2016
■ Property damage acci-
dent (PDA), 100 block of W. 
Garfi eld Ave., 8:08 a.m.
■ PDA, 30 block of Division 
St., 30 block of Division St., 
9:33 a.m.
■ PDA, 100 block of S. Mat-
teson St., 11:49 a.m.
■ Auto theft, 200 block of 
Grand St., 11:50 a.m.
■ PDA, 400 block of E. 
Chicago St., 3:35 p.m.
■ Hunting violation, 800 
block of Orland Rd., 4:08 
p.m.
■ Fraudulent activities, 
200 block of Aaron Dr., 
5:31 p.m.
■ Car/deer accident, 200 
block of N. Matteson Lake 
Rd., 7:27 p.m.
■ Personal injury accident, 
700 block of E. Chicago St., 
7:46 p.m.
■ PDA, 900 block of Clar-
endon Rd., 8:28 p.m.

911 

Thursday, Jan. 14, 
2016
■ Matthew Lawrence 
Stansberry, warrant – 
retail fraud – third.
■ Larry Lee Anthony Jr., 
parole violation hold.

The Branch County 
Sheriff’s Office reported 
a jail population of 124 
inmates, with 103 males 
and 21 females.

JAIL 
COMMITMENTS

COLDWATER —  Roy 
Doty, 78, passed away 
January 14, 2016 in Cold-
water, Michigan. He was 
born January 15, 1937 in 
Continental Ohio. He is 

survived by his wife June 
Doty. A memorial service 
will be held at 11 a.m., 
Monday, January 18, 2016 
at Lockwood Community 
Church with Shane Looper 

officiating. In Lieu of 
flowers, donations can be 
sent to Lockwood Com-
munity Church or CHC 
Hospice. 

ROY DOTY 1937-2016

LANSING — Vulnerable 
Michigan children are safer 
and are finding perma-
nent homes more quickly 
through improvements to 
the state’s child welfare 
system, according to the U.S. 
Administration for Children 
and Families.

Gov. Rick Snyder has 
received a letter from the 
administration saying the 
state has now achieved 
all goals under a program 
improvement plan required 
by the federal government.

A wide range of improve-
ments made by Michigan’s 
Children’s Services Agency 
are recognized in the letter 
from ACF Commissioner 
Rafael Lopez. The state’s 
Children’s Services Agency 
oversees protective services, 
foster care, adoption and 
juvenile justice systems.

“The successful com-
pletion of this program 
improvement plan is a mile-
stone for both Michigan 
and ACF,” Lopez wrote. “It 
represents dedication and 
commitment from staff at 
every level.”

Michigan has been working 
on improving its child welfare 
and foster care programs 
since 2009, when federal 
officials said the state was not 
in compliance. When Snyder 
took office in 2011, he made 
improving the state’s child 
welfare system one of his top 
goals. Now that the state has 
succeeded in meeting the 
federal goals, potential fed-
eral penalties of at least $2.8 
million have been rescinded.

“I am proud of the prog-
ress that Michigan has made 
in taking care of children 
who have been abused and 
neglected,” Snyder said. “It 
is gratifying to know that 
the U.S. Administration 
for Children & Families has 
recognized the reforms we 
have implemented. We have 
more work to do, but there 
is no doubt that Michigan’s 
vulnerable children receive 
better services today than 
they did five years ago.”

The letter demonstrates 
that Michigan is succeed-
ing in providing coordinated 
services to vulnerable chil-
dren and families, said Nick 
Lyon, director of the Michi-
gan Department of Health 
and Human Services, which 
oversees the Children’s Ser-
vices Agency.

“We want kids in the 
state’s child welfare system 
to safely return to their homes 
or find a loving, permanent 
home through adoption if 
it’s determined it is not safe 
for them to be reunited with 
their parents,” Lyon said. 
“There are about 13,000 
children in Michigan’s foster 
care system at any given time 
who have been removed from 
their homes due to abuse or 
neglect.”

“Completion of the pro-
gram improvement plan is a 

testament to the dedication 
and hard work of the MDHHS 
Children’s Services Agency 
and its many partners,” 
Steve Yager, executive direc-
tor of the Children’s Services 
Agency, said. “The Michigan 
child welfare community 

— which includes our staff, 
private child-placing agen-
cies and the courts — has 
brought about major reforms. 
They work tirelessly to meet 
the unique needs of chil-
dren and families all across 
Michigan.”

GOV. RICK SNYDER REPORTS GOOD NEWS ON MDHHS

Michigan meets, exceeds federal 
goals for child welfare system  

LIBRARY

Snowmen collection displayed 

Michigan is succeeding in providing coordinated services to vulner-
able children and families. COURTESY PHOTO

Judy Groholske’s 
snowman col-
lection will be 
featured for the 
month of January 
at the Coldwater 
branch of the 
Branch District 
Library. COURTESY 
PHOTO

Know the  
score with 

Bleacher Report

FireKeepersCasino.com  |  877.FKC.8777
See the Red Hot Rewards Club booth for complete details. Management reserves all rights.

GET YOUR           ON™

GET READY TO GET AWAY

G I V E AWAY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30

WIN A SHARE OF OVER 

$120,000
IN TRAVEL VOUCHERS 

AND PRIZES!

REGISTER NOW

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 • 1 PM
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QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

Friday, 
January 22, 2016
■ AA: closed meeting at 
noon and open meeting at 8 
p.m. at 23 ½   S. Monroe St., 
Coldwater, behind Shorty’s 
Barber Shop.
■ The Branch County 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, 220 N. Michigan 
Ave., Coldwater, is collect-
ing old cell phones to be 
recycled. For more informa-
tion, call (517) 278-SAFE 
(7233).
■ We Do Recover group of 
Narcotics Anonymous will 
gather at 8 p.m. for a meet-
ing at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 
2, Coldwater. Call (269) 841-
7091 for more information.
■ The Community 
Health Center of Branch 
County Lobby Gift Shop is 
open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
■ Dr. Robert Browne 
Aquatic Center - 9 a.m. - 
10 a.m. Water Aerobics in 
warm water pool. Cost is 
$5 for members and $8 for 
non-members. Discount 
passes available for pur-
chase as well.
■ AA Closed: AA meeting 
4:30 p.m. & 7 p.m. at 22 W. 
Pearl St.
■ Community Action will 
offer Euchre from 1-3:30 
p.m.
■ Walk for ME will meet at 
Heritage Park in Coldwater. 
Call (517) 781-6499 for more 
information.
■ Coldwater Recreation 
Lanes bowling alley will 
offer bowling for senior 
citizens at 12:30 p.m.
■ The Habitat for Human-
ity Resale Store, located in 
the former Walters Building 
Supply buildings on US-12 
between Coldwater and 
Quincy, will be open from 
3-7 p.m.
■ The Branch District 
Library, 10 E. Chicago St., 
Coldwater, is open from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more 
information, call (517) 
278-2341.
■ The Algansee Branch 
Library, 580-B S. Ray Quincy 
Rd., is open from 1 p.m. to 6 
p.m. For more information, 
call (517) 639-9830.
■ The Bronson Branch 
Library, 207 N. Matteson , is 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 369-3785.
■ Quincy Branch Library, 11 
N. Main St. Open 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. For more information 
call (517) 639-4001.
■ Union Township Branch 
Library, 195 N. Broadway , is 
open from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. For more information, 
call (517) 741-5061.

■ The Friendship Center, 
155 S. Monroe St., Coldwa-
ter, is open from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. For more information, 
call 517-227-5104.
■ The H&C Burnside Senior 
Center is open from 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Exercise room 
open 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., 
Library open 8 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m., Billiard room open 8 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Wood shop 
open 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Mexi-
can Train Dominoes 1 p.m., 
Pinochle 1 p.m., Tap Dance 
lessons 1 p.m., Euchre 1:15 
p.m., Dance 6 p.m.
■ Branch County Senior 
Dining Center Branch 
County CAA offi ce serving 
lunch at noon. Call 517-279-
8249 for more information.
■ We Do Recover group of 
Narcotics Anonymous will 
gather at 8 p.m. for a meet-
ing at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 
2, Coldwater. Call (269) 841-
7091 for more information.
■ Reformers Unanimous 
Addiction Program will 
gather at 7 p.m. at the 
Calvary Baptist Church, 
770 E. Chicago Rd., Quincy. 
Call (517) 639-4239 for more 
information.
■ AA: 8 p.m. at Union City 
Wesleyan Church.
■ Habitat for Humanity 
has a Nu-Wool trailer for 
newspaper and phone 
book recycling at Needham 
Floors (the former Albright 
building) on M-60, Union 
City.
■ The Annex, 98 N. Broad 
St., Hillsdale, will be open 
from 6-12 p.m. with modern 
karaoke for the younger and 
older set at 8 p.m.
■ Grounded In Grace Coffee 
Shop, 300 E. Chicago, 
Jonesville, in the Fellowship 
Hall of the First Presbyte-
rian Church, will be open 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays and 9 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. with Keurig style 
drinks. Enter off Church 
St. entrance. 10% of each 
month’s proceeds will be 
given to a local designated 
community outreach or 
non-profi t agency. Come 
and support a local out-
reach and enjoy something 
warm to drink and eat. We 
serve crepes.
■ Non-smoking AA at 9 
a.m. in the downstairs at 
the Hope House, 401 W. 
Chicago, Jonesville.
If you have events you 
wish to place in the cal-
endar please email them 
to mbeckmeyer@thedai-
lyreporter.com or FAX to 
517-278-6041. All cal-
endar event submissions 
must be received 10 days 
in advance of event.

By Julia Baratta
For Gatehouse Media

B RONSON — The Bronson Branch Library 
recently ran a successful book sale during 
the first week of January. They made 

almost $200 in the first two days of the sale. A 
wide variety of book genres were available as 
well as musical CDs and children’s books.

AREA

Bronson 
Branch Library 
Book Sale 

Steve Watson peruses the books as he straightens them during the 
Bronson Branch Library’s first book sale of 2016. 
JULIA BARATTA PHOTO

By Jennifer Coe-Harris 
jharris@thedailyreporter.com

B RANCH 
COUNTY 
—  R a y m o n d 

F i n l e y ,  a  B r a n c h 
County fair volunteer 
for the past nine years, 
recently received two 
awards — one from 
the Branch County 
Fair and the other from 
Michigan Association 
of Fairs and Exhibi-
tions.  The county 
plaque was received, 
“In recognition of your 
many years of unself-
ish service to the youth 
of Branch County.” 

The state association 
of fairs has six zones, 
according to fair board 
manager and secre-
tary, Jan Murphy. That 
plaque was awarded to 
Finley for being a Zone 
one volunteer, “In 
honor of your devoted 
and valuable service.” 
F i n l e y  w a s  n o m i -
nated by the Branch 
County Fair Board. 
He is responsible for 
the flower beds on the 
gates, and around the 
offices, and is one of 
the supervisors of the 
Honeywell Building.

BRANCH COUNTY FAIR

Finley awarded for years of service

Branch County Fair Board volunteer Raymond Finley with the two 
plaques he was awarded. The plaque on the right was issued to him 
by the state, and the plaque on the left by the county. 

Today is Thursday, Jan. 
21, the 21st day of 2016. 
There are 345 days left in 
the year.

Today’s 
Highlight in History:

On Jan. 21, 1976, British 
Airways and Air France inau-
gurated scheduled passenger 
service on the supersonic 
Concorde jet.

On this date:
In 1793, during the French 

Revolution, King Louis XVI, 
condemned for treason, was 
executed on the guillotine.

In 1861, Jefferson Davis 
of Mississippi and four 
other Southerners whose 
states had seceded from the 
Union resigned from the U.S. 
Senate.

In 1908, New York City’s 
Board of Aldermen passed an 
ordinance prohibiting women 
from smoking in public 
establishments (the mea-
sure was vetoed by Mayor 
George B. McClellan Jr., 
but not before one woman, 
Katie Mulcahey, was jailed 
overnight for refusing to pay 
a fi ne).

In 1915, the fi rst Kiwanis 
Club, dedicated to commu-
nity service, was founded in 
Detroit.

In 1924, Russian revolu-
tionary Vladimir Lenin died 
at age 53.

In 1937, Count Basie and 
his band recorded “One 
O’Clock Jump” for Decca 
Records (on this date in 1942, 
they re-recorded the song for 
Okeh Records).

In 1954, the fi rst atomic 
submarine, the USS Nauti-
lus, was launched at Groton 
(GRAH’-tuhn), Connecticut 
(however, the Nautilus did 
not make its fi rst nuclear-
powered run until nearly a 
year later).

In 1968, the Battle of 
Khe Sanh began during the 
Vietnam War. An American 
B-52 bomber carrying four 
hydrogen bombs crashed in 

Greenland, killing one crew 
member and scattering 
radioactive material.

In 1977, President Jimmy 
Carter pardoned almost all 
Vietnam War draft evaders.

In 1982, convict-turned-
author Jack Henry Abbott 
was found guilty in New York 
of fi rst-degree manslaugh-
ter in the stabbing death of 
waiter Richard Adan in 1981. 
(Abbott was later sentenced 
to 15 years to life in prison; 
he committed suicide in 
2002.)

In 1994, a jury in Manas-
sas, Virginia, found Lorena 
Bobbitt not guilty by reason 
of temporary insanity of 
maliciously wounding her 
husband John, whom she’d 
accused of sexually assault-
ing her.

In 2010, a bitterly divided 
U.S. Supreme Court, in 
Citizens United v. Federal 
Election Commission, vastly 
increased the power of big 
business and labor unions 
to infl uence government 
decisions by freeing them to 
spend their millions directly 
to sway elections for presi-
dent and Congress.

Ten years ago: Rescuers 
in West Virginia found the 
bodies of two miners who’d 
disappeared after a conveyor 
belt caught fi re deep inside 
a coal mine. A Red Cross-
chartered helicopter used for 
earthquake relief in Pakistan 
went missing (the wreckage 
of the copter and the bodies 
of the seven people on board 
were found in June 2006).

Five years ago: Arizona 
Congresswoman Gabrielle 
Giffords, seriously wounded 
in a shooting rampage, was 
transferred from the Univer-
sity Medical Center trauma 
center in Tucson to Texas 
Medical Center in Houston to 
undergo months of therapy. 
President Barack Obama vis-
ited Schenectady, New York, 
the birthplace of the General 
Electric Co., to declare that 
his job was “putting our 
economy into overdrive.” 
South Korean special forces 
stormed a hijacked freighter 

in the Arabian Sea, rescuing 
all 21 crew members and 
killing eight Somali pirates. 
Keith Olbermann abruptly 
announced on his MSNBC 
program “Countdown” that 
it was his last broadcast for 
the network. Ed Mauser, 
the oldest living member 
of a 101st Airborne Division 
company that became known 
as the “Band of Brothers” 
during World War II, died in 
Omaha, Nebraska, at age 94.

One year ago: Defying 
President Barack Obama, 
House Speaker John Boehner 

(BAY’-nur) announced that 
he’d invited Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
to stand before Congress 
and push for new sanc-
tions against its archenemy 
Iran. (Netanyahu addressed 
Congress on March 3, 2015.) 
In an embarrassing setback, 
House Republicans abruptly 
decided to drop planned 
debate of a bill criminal-
izing virtually all late-term 
abortions after objections 
from GOP women and other 
lawmakers left them short of 
votes.

 TODAY IN HISTORY

The Street  
business  

content, in print 
and online

360 E. Chicago Street
Suite #101

Coldwater, MI 49036
517-924-1465
517-924-1467 (fax)

NEW PATIENTS
WELCOME

FFind the personal connection to health care
that you and your child need.

All insurance accepted
including Medicaid.

OPEN
SIX DAYS
A WEEK

Monday 9am to 5pm
Tuesday 1pm to 6pm

Wednesday 1pm to 6pm
Th ursday 9am to 5pm

Friday 9am to 5pm
Saturday 9am to 1pm

DR. ARIVOLI, M.D. FAAP

CLOCK
REPAIR

Allen Antique Barn
9247 W. Chicago Rd.

US 12 Allen MI
(517) 869-2888

or at 105 Edwin
Colon, MI

We make housecalls
for Grandfather clocks,
Call 1-800-440-9844

Authorized Service Center
For Howard Miller Clocks

Modern and Antique Clocks
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TODAY THU FRI

32°/26° 35°/24° 34°/28°

Scholarships 
offered, deadline 
April 8

ANGOLA, Indiana — 
The Cameron Hospital 
Foundation is currently 
accepting applications 
for nursing and allied 
health scholarship grants. 
The Foundation will be 
offering four scholarship 
grants of $1,000 each, 
with two being awarded 
to high school students 
planning to attend nurs-
ing school and two being 
awarded to students 
pursuing any other medi-
cal fi eld (Allied Health 
Professions).

Applications are avail-
able in the guidance 
offi ces of each of the four 
public Steuben County 
high schools (Angola, 
Fremont, Hamilton, and 
Prairie Heights) and on 
the Cameron website 
(www.cameronmch.com). 
The deadline for submis-
sion is Friday, April 8, 
2016.

The Cameron Hos-
pital Foundation is a 
not-for-profi t organization 
established in 1988 with 
the mission of enhancing 
the quality of healthcare 
for the people within the 
service area of Cameron 
Memorial Community 
Hospital by seeking and 
allocating philanthropic 
funds.

The purpose of the 
Foundation is to obtain 
funds through charitable 
giving, to administer 
those funds, and to allo-
cate them for the delivery 
of general healthcare 
in the hospital’s service 
area. These funds are 
used for the purpose of 
enhancing patient care, 
health care research, 
providing health-related 
education, and purchas-
ing clinical equipment and 
facilities.

For more information 
on scholarships, call (260) 
665-2141 ext. 5337.

 
Keep us informed

Do you have an event, 
a meeting, a story idea 
or any type of informa-
tion you want us to know 
about? We want to hear 
from you. We encourage 
organizations, groups, 
businesses, non-profi ts 
and individuals to email 
us at newsroom@thedai-
lyreporter.com. Please 
include all pertinent infor-
mation, including the best 
way to contact you and a 
reporter will be in touch 
promptly.

LOCAL

Advice ....... A5
Area A2,3,5, B4
Classifi ed .. A6
Comics .......B3
Lifestyles .. A4

Obituaries . A2
Outdoors ... A8
Records .. A2-3
Sports .... B1-2
Nation/World A7

Training tips for 
reluctant retrievers
PAGE A8

TAKE A COAT, 
LEAVE WITH 
A PRAYER
PAGE A2

K9 OBEDIENT CLUB HELP MILITARY CANINE
PAGE B4

www.TheDailyReporter.com $1

The  daily newspaper for Branch County, covering
Coldwater, Bronson, Quincy, Union City and Tekonsha

Wednesday, January 27, 2016

L ocal Tai Chi instructors, Joe and 
Linda, taught various movements 
to kids during an event at Coldwa-
ter branch of the Branch District 

Library on Saturday. After their training 
session, the kids enjoyed a snack and crafts. 

ABOVE: Tai Chi masters Linda and Joe show Brie Harris differ-
ent moves. 
RIGHT: Sarah Osborne, 8, makes a lion face during craft time. 
PHOTOS BY CHRISTY HART-HARRIS PHOTO

COLDWATER BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY 

Local youth learn Tai Chi

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

LANSING — The Michi-
gan Department of Health 
and Human Services has 
been collaborating with 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
the Michigan Department 
of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, and local 

health departments on a 
multistate foodborne out-
break of Listeriosis.

The Branch-Hillsdale-St. 
Joseph Counties Commu-
nity Health Agency said 
the CDC is recommending 
that consumers do not eat 
packaged salads produced 
at the Dole processing 
facility in Springfield, OH. 
These packaged salads can 

be identified by the letter 
"A" at the beginning of the 
manufacturing code found 
on the package.

The outbreak of Liste-
riosis, a serious bacterial 
infection, which resulted 
in one Michigan death 
and a dozen serious ill-
nesses around the region 
in six states has brought a 
warning.

T h e  C D C  i s  r e c o m -
mending that consumers 
do not eat, restaurants 
do not serve, and retail-
ers do not sell packaged 
salads produced at the 
Dole processing facility in 
Springfield, OH.

These packaged salads, 
which were distributed in 

HEALTH AGENCY 

Recall warning on salads issued after death

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

C O L D W A T E R  —
Monday night, trustees
of Community Health
Center of Branch County
authorized hospital CEO
Randy DeGroot to exe-
cute three documents,
so, ultimately, Pro-
Medica Health Systems
can acquire the county
owned hospital within
three years.

Attorneys continued
to email revisions as the
trustees met. DeGroot
plans the first step to take
place Feb. 1, putting into 
effect the management
services contract for the
hospital with the Toledo
based hospital system. 

The asset purchase
agreement can be imple-
mented, during three
years, to sell the assets
to the not-for-profit.

“This is a complicated

CHC

Hospital 
makes 
$4.3M 
turnaround
Agreements 
move forward

By Jenny Barchfi eld
The Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO —
Brazil’s health minister
says the country is send-
ing some 220,000 troops
to battle the mosquito
blamed for spreading a
virus suspected of caus-
ing birth defects — but
he also says the war is
already being lost.

Marcelo Castro said
that nearly 220,000
members of Brazil’s
Armed Forces would go
door-to-door to help
in mosquito eradica-
tion efforts ahead of
the country’s Carnival
celebrations. Agency
s p o k e s m a n  N i v a l d o
Coelho said Tuesday
details of the deployment
are still being worked out.

Castro also said the
g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d
d i s t r i b u t e  m o s q u i t o
r e p e l l e n t  t o  s o m e
4 0 0 , 0 0 0  p r e g n a n t

ZIKA VIRUS

‘Losing 
battle’ 
against 
mosquito
Health minister 
speaks out

SEE VIRUS,  A5

SEE SALAD,  A5 SEE HOSPITAL,  A5

Must present coupon.

Expires 1/31/16. Delivery fee may apply. Not valid with other offers.

Participating locations only, not vailid at the Original Cottage Inn Restaurant.

563 E. Chicago Street
Coldwater, MI(517) 278-5900

ORDER ONLINE AT
COTTAGEINN.COM

Get A FREE2-LiterWhen youspend$20!

Tracy Neely
431 E. Chicago Street
Coldwater

517-278-8950
tneely@fbinsmi.com

TracyNeelyAgency.com

Your local agent insures your
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TODAY FRI SAT

36°/20° 32°/27° 44°/39°

Police looking for 
help identifying 
thieves

MARSHALL — Michi-
gan State Police along 
with Branch and Calhoun 
County sheriff Depart-
ments are looking for help 
fi nding thieves who broke 
into vending machines at 
rest areas along I-69 and 
I-94 in both counties.

Monday night between 
5:30 p.m. and Tuesday 
morning at 6:30 a.m. 
while the rest areas were 
not attended suspects 
pried open the vending 
machines and took the 
change.

MSP wants anyone 
who saw anything or has 
any information to come 
forward to help in the 
investigation. You can call 
the Marshall Post for the 
Coldwater Detachment at 
(269) 558-0500 or contact 
through www.michigan.
gov/msp. 

 
Tips on buying a 
home

COLDWATER — Look-
ing to buy a home but not 
sure if it can be afforded? 
Laura Weeden, Area Spe-
cialist for USDA

Rural Development, 
will show attendees how 
they can buy a home 
with no down payment, 
no monthly charge, fi xed 
interest rates for 33 to 
38-years and monthly 
payments based on 
income.

The event will be held 
from 6 to 8 p.m., Monday, 
Feb. 29 at the Coldwater 
branch of the Branch Dis-
trict Library, 10 E. Chicago 
St. Reserve a spot by call-
ing 517-278-2341 or going 
online to www.branchdis-
trictlibrary.org.

 
Blind date with a 
book

COLDWATER — The 
Coldwater branch of the 
Branch District library 
will be hosting a book 
event where local book 
lovers can stop in during 
the month of February to 
fi ll out the rate your date 
form for a chance to win a 
$25 cash prize. 

The drawing is open 
to adults, 18-years-old 
and over. Forms must be 
turned in by Feb. 29. The 
drawing will take place on 
March 1.

 
Keep us informed

Do you have an event, 
a meeting, a story idea 
or any type of informa-
tion you want us to know 
about?  We want to hear 
from you. We encourage 
organizations, groups, 
businesses, non-profi ts 
and individuals to email 
us at newsroom@thedai-
lyreporter.com. Please 
include all pertinent infor-
mation, including the best 
way to contact you and a 
reporter will be in touch 
promptly.

LOCAL
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THIS WEEKEND!

THINGS TO DO

1
Ice Festival

WHAT: Annual ice Fest
WHEN: Saturday
WHERE:Downtown Coldwater
DETAILS: Many activities are
planned.  For more information
visit the Coldwater Area Chamber
of Com-
merce’s
website

2

Shakespeare 

WHAT: Romeo and Juliet
WHEN: 8 p.m.,Thursday-Saturday
WHERE: Francoeur Theater on
the Siena Heights Adrian campus-
DETAILS: Tickets are $8 for
adults, $6 for children and sen-
iors. For more information 517-
264-7890.

3
Cooking class

WHAT: Traditional Arabic dishes  
WHEN: 6-7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 3
WHERE: Branch Area Careers
Center
DETAILS: The cost for the four
week class, instructed by Sarah
Algaradi, is $50. 

4

Comedy Night

WHAT: Kevin Kramis and Andy
Beningo
WHEN: 8 p.m. Fri-
day
WHERE: Broad
Street Underground
DETAILS: Tickets
are $7 advance and
$10 at the door

Rumors
WHAT:Fleetwood Mac tribute
band
WHEN: 7 p.m. Saturday
WHERE: Tibbits Opera House,
Coldwater 
DETAILS: Tickets are $27, $25 for
Tibbits members, and $20 for
general admission in the upper
balcony. All prices include fees.
Tickets available at
www.tibbits.org or at  517-278-
6029.

5

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — The city 
of Coldwater’s water supply 
is safe, especially from lead 
and copper contamination, 
Board of Public Utilities 
Director Paul Beckhusen 
assured citizens and the city 
council Monday night.

Questioned by council-
woman Heather Peet about 
a website that showed high 

levels of contamination 
in the 49036 zip code, 
Beckhusen said that con-
tamination did not come 
from Coldwater’s water.

City manager Jeff Budd 

said those 
figures 
were based 
on a small 
number 
o f  c h i l -
dren tested 
f o r  l e a d 

contamination.
“It has nothing to do with 

water. They could be eating 
it at home (from lead paint 
in old homes),” he said.

That web site has been 

updated, removing the 
49036 zip code from high 
reports of lead levels. The 
city presentation came 
after that web site was 
posted on Facebook, and 
the nationally reported 
Flint contamination of the 
heavy metals in that city’s 
water supply.

Beckhusen said unlike 
Flint, Coldwater’s supply 
comes from ground water 
wells. The system treats 

and pumps two-million 
gallons a day, with a peak of 
three-million gallons. The 
system’s capacity is six-
million gallons a day.

O p e r a t e d  b y  s e v e n 
employees, it costs $2.3 
million a year to supply city 
customers with safe clean 
water. The city also oper-
ates a Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality 

CBPU | COLDWATER

Water is safe; website confusing 

Budd Beckhusen Peet

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — After 
12-years on the Branch 
County Commission, Dale 
Swift surprised everyone by 
announcing he would not 
seek a seventh term this fall.

Republican Swift, 48, 
was elected in 2004 by five 
votes defeating Democratic 
incumbent Lewis Uhrig 

73-68, when 
t h e  c o m -
mission 
consisted of 
eight mem-
b e r s ,  n o w 
reduced to 
five.

The Bronson area resident 
represents the city of Bron-
son and Bronson, Batavia, 
Bethel, Gilead, Matteson, 
and Noble townships.

“I’ve always put 100 
percent into anything I do. 
I put a lot of time into the 
position. I really loved it. 
I’m at the time in my life 
where I want to put the time 
and this effort back into my 
(personal) life,” Swift said.

Swift said there is nothing 
he has failed to accomplish.

“Everything has been 
working for what is best 
for the county. There are 

always things you would 
like to see done, and they 
may down the road,” he 
added.

Swift has been known for 
raising questions on bud-
gets and fiscal issues.

“It has always been get-
ting things discussed and 
getting things on the table 
so you can think about it,” 
he said.

His focus will be back on 

his life and family.
“It’s not that I have 

regretted any of it. Twelve 
years is just a long time,” he 
added.

Swift has worked week-
e n d s  a t  t h e  W a l m a r t 
Distribution Center in 
transportation for over 
14-years so there was no 
conflict with county duties. 

BRANCH COUNTY 

Dale Swift won’t seek reelection after 12 years on commission

Swift

By Jennifer Coe-Harris 
jharris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — Vol-
unteers, and their guests, 
gathered at the First 
Baptist Church in Cold-
water Tuesday for the 
Beginnings Care For Life 
Center’s Annual Volun-
teer appreciation dinner.

BCFLC Director, Jane 
Ford, took to the stage 
before dinner to wel-
come and thank all the 
volunteers.

Ford said, It’s with 
the help of all those who 
volunteer for beginnings, 
that they have been so 
successful maintaining 
their program over the 
years.

Since 1996, BCFLC 
has offered free, confi-
dential   services to the 
community. They have 
programs available to 
help those in need such 
as the Earning and Learn-
ing points program, the 
fatherhood involvement 
program, parenting edu-
cation, sexual integrity 
program, and abortion 
recovery. The non-profit 
also offers free peer 
counseling, and infor-
mation on pregnancy 
options. 

Every year an appre-
ciation dinner is held to 
recognize and appreci-
ate those who volunteer. 
This year included, a meal 
and desserts prepared 
by Margarette Bassage, 
and her crew, who are all 
members of First Bap-
tist. After dinner there 

BEGINNINGS CARE FOR LIFE CENTER 

Mary Kennedy, receiving her recognition for 17 years of volunteering at Beginnings. 
 JENNIFER COE-HARRIS PHOTO

VOLUNTEERS
HONORED

FOR SERVICE

SEE WATER,  A5

SEE HONORED,  A5

SEE SWIFT,  A5

FREE LIVE MUSIC!

ICEFEST 2016 - SATURDAY

SOUP COMPETITION - COME TRY THEM!

ICE SCULPTURES

FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS ALL DAY

1/2 LB. WAGYU BEEF BURGER

LIVE MUSIC WITH LADITUDE @ 8:30 PM
WEDNESDAYS–KARAOKE W/BRENT COLE AT 8PM

FRI. JAN. 29–DOUGLAS JAMES AT 8PM

50 E. Chicago St.
Coldwater, MI
517-227-5877

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT ON TUESDAY’S
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RECORD | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

Saturday, January 
30, 2016
■ AA: closed meeting at 
noon, open meeting at 8 
p.m. at 23 ½   S. Monroe St., 
Marshall, behind Shorty’s 
Barber Shop. Message line 
at (517) 279-7776.
■ The Branch County 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, 220 N. Michigan 
Ave., Coldwater, is collect-
ing old cell phones to be 
recycled. For more informa-
tion, call (517) 278-SAFE 
(7233).
■ Beginnings Care for Life 
Center, l213 Marshall St., 
Coldwater, Client hours 10 
a.m. to noon.
■ The Branch District 
Library, 10 E. Chicago St., 
Coldwater, is open from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more 
information, call (517) 
278-2341.
■ The Algansee Branch 
Library, 580-B S. Ray Quincy 
Rd., is open from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (517) 639-9830.
■ The Bronson Branch 
Library, 207 N. Matteson , is 
open from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 369-3785.
■ Quincy Branch Library, 11 
N. Main St. Open 9 a.m. 12 
p.m. For more information 
call (517) 639-4001.
■ Union Township Branch 
Library, 195 N. Broadway , 
is open from 9: a.m. to 12 
p.m. For more information, 
call (517) 741-5061.
■ The Friendship Center, 
155 S. Monroe St., Coldwa-
ter, is open from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. For more information, 
call 517-227-5104.
■ AA: Closed women’s 
meeting at 22 W. Pearl 
Street, Coldwater at 4:30 
p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
■ AA: AA closed meeting 
4:30 p.m.5:30 p.m. at 22 W. 
Pearl St.
■ The Community 
Health Center of Branch 
County Lobby Gift Shop is 
open from 9 a.m.to 12 p.m.
■ The Habitat for Humanity 

Resale Store, located in the 
former Walters Building 
Supply buildings on US-12 
between Coldwater and 
Quincy, will be open from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
■ We Do Recover group 
of Narcotics Anonymous 
will gather at 6 p.m. for a 
meeting at 22 W. Pearl St., 
Suite 2, Coldwater. Call 
(269) 841-7091 for more 
information.
■ Weekly Bible Study will 
take place from 9:45-10:30 
a.m. at the Rayborn Memo-
rial Church, 399 N. Fremont 
Road, Coldwater. Study 
materials and child care 
are provided.
■ Habitat for Humanity 
has a Nu-Wool trailer for 
newspaper and phone 
book recycling at Needham 
Floors (the former Albright 
building) on M-60, Union 
City.
■ AA: 7 p.m. at St. Mary’s 
School, 204 Albers Road, 
Bronson.
■ The First United Method-
ist Church, 312 E. Chicago 
St., Bronson, Lydia’s Closet 
will offer free clothes 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
For more information, call 
517-369-6555.
■ The Annex, 98 N. Broad 
St.,Hillsdale will be open 
from 6-12 p.m. with either 
karoake or selected musi-
cal acts 8 p.m.
■ The Welcome Home 
Group, 27 S. Manning, 
Hillsdale will be the site of 
a Unity Service Recovery 
at 9 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Call 
(517) 437-3516 for more 
information.
■ Non-smoking AA at 10:30 
a.m. in the downstairs at 
the Hope House, 401 W. 
Chicago, Jonesville.

If you have events you 
wish to place in the 
calendar please email 
them to mbeckmeyer@
thedailyreporter.com or 
FAX to 517-278-6041. All 
calendar event submis-
sions must be received 10 
days in advance of event.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

T hrough the Kiwanis Club 
Traveling Tales adventure, 
local youth traveled to Ger-

many with the Grimm’s Brothers 
tale: “The Bremen Town Musicians”.

The kids enjoyed hearing the story in 
German and English. Mariah Littley pro-
vided the German language.

Littley taught the children various songs, 
basic manners, and salutations, as well as 
counting and colors.

They made German flags and a neat 
German art project. They also enjoyed a 
variety of authentic German foods includ-
ing Doppel Kids, Marizpan cake, German 
potato soup, and a neat apple drink called 
Apfelsaftschorle. The next trip is being 
planned for late April or early May where 
children can travel to Japan.

LEARNING IS FUN

Traveling Tales travels to Germany

Local youth learn about German culture through songs, dance, crafts and food. COURTESY PHOTOS

Get all your news and sports 
at thedailyreporter.com

By Carolyn Thompson
The Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The 
U.S. Education Depart-
ment is not relenting on 
requirements to test stu-
dents on math and language 
arts abilities, despite the end 
of No Child Left Behind, and 
it reminded some states that 
federal funding could be at 
stake if too many children skip 
the annual assessments.

But testing opponents say 
they’re not giving up either, 
and after a surge in students 
opting out last year, they’re 
looking for even more to sit 
out in the coming assessment 
season.

A letter from the fed-
eral department last month 
reminded state school chiefs 
that the requirement to test 
at least 95 percent of grade 
3-8 students is still in place 
and will continue under the 
nation’s new education law, 
passed in December.

Last year, the National 
Center for Fair and Open 
Testing, a group known as 
FairTest that’s critical of 
standardized assessments, 
counted more than 640,000 
students in over a dozen 
states who refused to take 
the assessments to protest 
the high-stakes consequences 

begun under No Child Left 
Behind.

The new Every Student 
Succeeds Act that was passed 
to replace NCLB leaves it to 
states how to handle schools 
that fall short in participation, 
but Ann Whalen, an assistant 
secretary for elementary and 
secondary education, stressed 
in her letter that assessment 
requirements remain.

Whalen’s Dec. 22 memo 
followed a series of individual 
requests for improvement 
plans from states at risk of 
falling short of the threshold 
in 2014-15. Letters went out 
to California, Colorado, Con-
necticut, Delaware, Idaho, 
Illinois, Maine, New York, 
North Carolina, Oregon, 
Rhode Island, Washington 
and Wisconsin.

US EDUCATION DEPARTMENT:

‘Test students or risk losing funding’

Know the score with 
Bleacher Report
Pro sports in print and online

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
CITY OF COLDWATER

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
All interested parties are hereby notified that there will be a meeting of the Coldwater
City Zoning Board of Appeals in Council Chambers, City Hall, One Grand Street,
Coldwater, Michigan, 49036 on Wednesday February 17, 2016, at 4:15 p.m., for the pur-
pose of considering the following appeal:

ZBA No.16-01 a request by Mr. Paul and Mrs. Cherri Lindsley, owners of The
Pond’s LLC, located at 368 & 384 S. Jefferson Street for a variance from Section
1296.03(h) (Off-street parking space layout, construction & maintenance) of the city’s
zoning ordinance for a waiver of the requirement to pave a commercial parking lot with
asphalt or concrete.  

The zoning ordinance requires asphalt or concrete paving of all new commercial park-
ing lots.       

Legal Description of Property:  

Parcel No. 1 COM AT PT 12 RDS W OF W LI JEFFERSON ST & 28 2/3 RDS N OF
S LI SEC 22 TH W 16 1/2 RDS TH N 16 RDS TH E 16 1/2 RDS TH S TO POB ALSO
COM ON W LI OF JEFFERSON ST 28 2/3 RDS N OF S LI SEC 22 TH W 12 RDS TH
N 10 RDS TH E 12 RDS TO W LI JEFFERSON ST TH S ON W LI JEFFERSON ST
10 RDS TO POB SEC 21 & 22 T6S R6W.  

Parcel No. 2  COM 38 2/3 RDS N & 12 RDS E OF SW COR SEC 22 T6S R6W TH N
5 1/3 RDS TH E 12 RDS TO W LI JEFFERSON ST TH S ON W LI 5 1/3 RDS TH W
12 RDS TO POB. 

The property is zoned C-1 Community Business District and A-1 Single Family
Residential.

Comments or questions can be directed to Keith Baker, AICP, Community Services
Director at the Neighborhood Services Department at 279-6911, via email at
kbaker@coldwater.org or by mail at 1 Grand Street, Coldwater, MI 49036.  

Keith Baker, AICP, CFM
Community Services Director/Assistant City Manager
City of Coldwater

Driver’s License
Restoration

Drunk Driving &
Criminal Defense

It’s a Process...
We Can Help

“Friends....
Don’t Let Friends

Plead Guilty!”

Law Office of
Frederick J. Taylor

269-388-6060   1-800-250-FRED

NOTICE
Branch County will be taking bids for a Security, X-Ray
Scanning Equipment System for the Courthouse.  A bid

package may be requested from the Branch County
Administrator’s Office via, Bethany Garman

(Administrative Assistant); bgarman@countyofbranch.com;
517-279-4301.  A pre-bid meeting will be held February 4,
2016 at 10 AM, 31 Division Street; Coldwater MI 49036.

The Bid package must be returned to the
County Administrator’s Office by close of business

Friday, February 26, 2016.
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By Christy Hart-Harris
 charris@thedailyreporter.com

The Library is one of the 
best resource available to 
a community for learning 
and socializing. Likewise, 
the Coldwater library offers 
various activities for kids 
and adults to learn about 
new cultures, meet new 
people and much more.

 

1. Teen/Tween Movie
Teens and tweens 

are invited to watch the 
PG rated Hotel Transyl-
vania, from 4 to 5:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, Feb. 3 at the 
Coldwater Branch District 
Library in the third floor 
meeting room.

 

2. Miss Mary’s Chinese New 
Year Celebration

Children ages three to 
eight are welcomed to cel-
ebrate the Chinese New 
Year with a special story, 
craft and maybe even a 
snack. The event will take 
place from 10:30 to 11 a.m., 
Saturday, Feb. 6 at the 
Coldwater Branch District 
Library. Children under 
the age of seven must be 
accompanied by an adult.

 

3. Cross-Cultural 
Conversations

Join local Yemeni women 
for tea and dessert and 
frank discussion. First in a 
series of informal discus-
sions on Branch County’s 
diverse culture. 1 to 2 p.m., 

Saturday, Feb. 6 at the 
Coldwater Branch District 
Library. Reserve a spot 

by calling 517-278-2341 
or going online to www.
branchdistrictlibrary.org.

THE LIST 

3 things to do at the 
library this week 

Tuesday, February 2, 
2016
■ WIC, 570 Marshall Rd. 
Coldwater, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
517-279-9561.
■ The Humane Society of 
Branch County monthly 
meeting will beheld at the 
Branch County Communica-
tions Building (across from 
Bobilya Chrysler) at 6:30 
p.m. For more information 
call 260-668-7060.
■ The Girard United Meth-
odist Church will host Grief 
Share meetings at 7 p.m.
■ Hunting’s Disease Sup-
port Group for anyone with 
HD, caregivers, friends 
and families. Meets from 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at St. 
Philip Parish Center inside 
St. Philip High School, 20 
Cherry St., Battle Creek. 
Parking is behind church. 
Please contact Sylvia 
Lahusky at 269-209-7848.
■ AA: closed meeting at 
7 a.m., noon and 8 p.m. at 
23 ½   S. Monroe St., Coldwa-
ter, behind Shorty’s Barber 
Shop. Message line at (517) 
279-7776.
■ AA Closed: AA meeting 
4:30 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. at 22 W. 
Pearl St.
■ We Do Recover group of 
Narcotics Anonymous will 
gather at 6 p.m. for a meeting 
at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 2, 
Coldwater. Call (269) 841-
7091 for more information.
■ Reading Area Chamber of 
Commerce Cruise-In from 5 
p.m. - 7 p.m. in the City park-
ing lot behind the post offi ce. 
(Through Labor Day)
■ The Branch County 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, 220 N. Michigan 
Ave., Coldwater, is collecting 
old cell phones to be recy-
cled. For more information, 
call (517) 278-SAFE (7233).
■ Beginnings Care for Life 
Center, 213 Marshall St., 
Coldwater, is open from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Business hours 
are from 1-4 p.m.
■ The Arthritis Aquatic Class 
will take place from 8:30-
9:30 a.m. or 12-1 p.m. at the 
Community Health Center of 
Branch County. Call (517) 279-
5457 for more information.
■ Take Off Pounds Sensi-
bly (TOPS) Chapter will be 
gathering at the United Way 
Building, 87 Marshall St., 
Coldwater, with weigh-in set 
for 5:30 p.m. and a meeting at 
6 p.m. For more information, 
call (517) 677-9205.
■ The Community 
Health Center of Branch 
County Lobby Gift Shop is 
open from 9 a.m.to 4 p.m.
■ Success By Six will meet 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at 
the Fremont Early Education 
Center, 95 S. Fremont St., 
Coldwater. For more informa-
tion, call 517-279-0066.
■ Boy Scout Troop 433 will 
meet at 7 p.m. at the First 
Baptist Church, Coldwater. 
Any boys age 12 and up are 

welcome to come to the 
meeting.
■ Boy Scout Troop 469 meets 
every Tuesday at 7:00 PM 
at the Elks Lodge (corner of 
Pear & Division Streets) in 
the basement, use back door. 
Any questions contact Curtis 
Stephens 517-617-1136.
■ Open Meditation Time will 
be offered from 9:15 a.m. to 
9:45 a.m. at ISI, 33 Hull St., 
Coldwater. Join us and expe-
rience the centering power of 
silence as you begin your day. 
Donations appreciated.
■ A Pain and Anxiety pro-
gram will take place from 7 
p.m. to 8 p.m. Call (732) 940-
9658 for more information.
■ A Revelation Seminar will 
take place at 7 p.m. at the 
Rayborn Memorial Church, 
399 N. Fremont Road, Coldwa-
ter. Those planning to attend 
are asked to bring a Bible and 
prayer requests.
■ Branch ISD Play Group 
meets at the Community 
Care and Conference Center, 
370 Chicago St., from 10 a.m. 
- 11:30 a.m.m Call 279-0033.
■ The Branch District Library, 
10 E. Chicago St., Coldwater, 
is open from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 278-2341.
■ The Algansee Branch 
Library, 580-B S. Ray Quincy 
Rd., is open from 12 p.m. to 
6 p.m. For more information, 
call (517) 639-9830.
■ The Bronson Branch 
Library, 207 N. Matteson , is 
open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 369-3785.
■ The Quincy Branch Library, 
11 N. Main St. Open 8:30 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. For more information 
call (517) 639-4001.
■ Sherwood Branch Library, 
Library, 118 Sherman St., , is 
open from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. For 
more information, call (517) 
741-7976
■ Union Town ship Branch 
Library, 195 N. Broadway , is 
open from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 741-5061.
■ Story Time at the Branch 
District Library for children 
ages 2-6 is held at 10:30 a.m. 
Arabic StoryTime is held at 
1 p.m.
■ The Friendship Center, 155 
S. Monroe St., Coldwater, is 
open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For more information, call 
517-227-5104.
■ The H&C Burnside Senior 
Center is open from 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. with the exercise, 
library and billiard rooms 
open during that time; 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Wood Shop open 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Wood Carv-
ers 9 a.m., Computer Club 9 
a.m., Watercolor Class 9:30 
a.m. to 12 p.m., Cribbage 9:30 
a.m., Book Discussion Group 
10:30 a.m., Pinochle 1 p.m., 
Pool Shooters League 1 p.m., 
China Painting 1 p.m., Euchre 
1:15 p.m.
■ Coldwater Support 
D.E.P.O.T. will meet at 7 p.m. 

in the Community Room of 
Canterbury Gardens, located 
on Hatch Ave. of Coldwater.
■ Community Action 
Congregate Dining at noon, 
suggested donation of $2.75. 
Call 517-279-8249 for more 
information.
■ The Branch County Com-
munity Chorus is seeking 
new membership. Any 
singer willing to commit to 
a weekly rehearsal schedule 
is welcome to join. The choir 
rehearses on Tuesdays from 
6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church, 27 
E. Chicago St., Coldwater. No 
prior formal musical training 
is required. Those planning to 
join are just asked to have the 
ability to sing and hold pitch, 
basic note reading skills and 
be willing to have loads of 
fun with a talented group of 
individuals. For more infor-
mation, call (269) 965-3931, 
ext. 2566.
■ AA: closed meeting 8 p.m. 
at Union City Congregational 
Church.
■ Habitat for Humanity has a 
Nu-Wool trailer for newspa-
per and phone book recycling 
at Needham Floors (the 
former Albright building) on 
M-60 in Union City.
■ AA Open at 6 p.m. at Union 
Church on Fulton Street, 
Quincy.
■ Non-denominational Bible 
Talks will take place at 7:30 
p.m. at the Greenwald Park 
Building, Bronson.
■ Grounded In Grace Coffee 
Shop, 300 E. Chicago, Jones-
ville, in the Fellowship Hall of 
the First Presbyterian Church, 
will be open 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays and 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. with Keurig 
style drinks. Enter off Church 
St. entrance. 10% of each 
month’s proceeds will be 
given to a local designated 
community outreach or 
non-profi t agency. Come 
and support a local outreach 
and enjoy something warm 
to drink and eat. We serve 
crepes.
■ Non-smoking AA at 9 a.m. 
in the downstairs at the 
Hope House, 401 W. Chicago, 
Jonesville.
■ The Welcome Home Group, 
27 S. Manning, Hillsdale, will 
be the site of a Unity Service 
Recovery at 8 a.m. and 6:30 
p.m. Call (517) 437-3516 for 
more information.
■ Barnes and Noble, 5701 
Beckley Road, Battle Creek, 
will offer weekly storytime at 
10 a.m. In addition, Book-
worms will meet at 7 p.m. 
Call (269) 979-8060 for more 
information.

If you have events you 
wish to place in the cal-
endar please email them 
to mbeckmeyer@thedai-
lyreporter.com or FAX to 
517-278-6041. All calendar 
event submissions must be 
received 10 days in advance 
of event.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Today is Monday, Feb. 1, 
the 32nd day of 2016. There 
are 334 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Feb. 1, 1960, four black 
college students began a 
sit-in protest at a Wool-
worth’s lunch counter in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, 
where they’d been refused 
service.

On this date:
In 1790, the U.S. Supreme 

Court convened for the fi rst 
time in New York. (However, 
since only three of the six 
justices were present, the 
court recessed until the next 
day.)

In 1861, Texas voted to 
leave the Union at a Seces-
sion Convention in Austin.

In 1865, during the Civil 
War, Union forces led by Maj. 
Gen. William T. Sherman 
began the Carolinas Cam-
paign as they invaded South 
Carolina. Abolitionist John S. 
Rock became the fi rst black 
lawyer admitted to the bar of 

the U.S. Supreme Court.
In 1896, Giacomo Puccini’s 

opera “La Boheme” pre-
miered in Turin.

In 1922, in one of Hol-
lywood’s most enduring 
mysteries, movie director 
William Desmond Taylor 
was shot to death in his Los 
Angeles home; the killing has 
never been solved.

In 1943, one of America’s 
most highly decorated 
military units, the 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team, 
made up almost exclusively 
of Japanese-Americans, was 
authorized.

In 1946, Norwegian states-
man Trygve Lie (TRIHG’-vuh 
lee) was chosen to be the 
fi rst secretary-general of the 
United Nations.

In 1968, during the Viet-
nam War, South Vietnam’s 
police chief (Nguyen Ngoc 
Loan) executed a Viet Cong 
offi cer with a pistol shot to 
the head. Richard M. Nixon 
announced his bid for the 
Republican presidential 
nomination.

In 1979, Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini (hoh-MAY’-nee) 
received a tumultuous 

welcome in Tehran as he 
ended nearly 15 years of 
exile.

In 1988, actress Heather 
O’Rourke, who’d co-starred 
in the 1982 movie “Polter-
geist,” died in San Diego at 
age 12.

In 1995, British rock per-
former Richey Edwards, 27, 
disappeared after last being 
seen in London; his fate has 
never been determined.

In 2003, the space shuttle 
Columbia broke up during 
re-entry, killing all seven of 
its crew members.

Ten years ago: In his 
fi rst case on the Supreme 
Court, new Justice Samuel 
Alito split with the court’s 
conservatives, refusing 
to let Missouri execute a 
death-row inmate contest-
ing lethal injection. French 
and German newspapers 
republished caricatures of 
the Prophet Muhammad in 
what they called a defense 
of freedom of expression, 
sparking fresh anger from 
Muslims. United Airlines left 
bankruptcy after a painful 
restructuring that lasted 
more than three years.

TODAY IN HISTORY 

Do you have the right mix for your nest egg?
Today’s financial markets make it difficult for the retiree to find 
investments that provide adequate growth and income.  Part of the 
service we provide is to sort through the many investment products 
available and recommend ideas that make sense…for you.   
Call Hilliard Lyons today.

Securities offered through J.J.B. Hilliard, W.L. Lyons, LLC | Member NYSE, FINRA & SIPC | ©2007-2013

Tod Dally, CWA®
First Vice President | Financial Consultant
387 North Willowbrook Road | Suite E
Coldwater, MI 49036 | 517.278.4333 | 800.211.5257

NEED BUSINESS
CARDS?

Contact Abby or Todd
at 517-278-2318

for more information.

Note: we are not 
allowed to advertise 
movies outside of the 
library and did not 
here. The reporter 
apparently made this 
article from a handout 
in the library and 
supplied the name and 
image without us 
asking. We’ve 
contacted the reporter 
to clarify how we can 
promote movie events.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

RECORD | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

Wednesday, February 
3, 2016
■ WIC, 570 Marshall Rd, 
Coldwater, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
517-279-9561.
* Retirees Local 822 will host a 
meeting. For more information 
call 517-369-1355.
■ Big Book Study: 4:30 p.m.- 
5:30 p.m. at 22 W. Pearl St.
■ Walk for ME will meet at 
Heritage Park in Coldwater. 
Call (517) 781-6499 for more 
information.
■ The Branch County Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence, 
220 N. Michigan Ave., Cold-
water, is collecting old cell 
phones to be recycled. For 
more information, call (517) 
278-SAFE (7233).
■ Dr. Robert Browne Aquatic 
Center - 9 a.m. - 10 a.m. Water 
Aerobics in warm water pool. 
Cost is $5 for members and $8 
for non-members. Discount 
passes available for purchase 
as well.
■ Beginnings Care for Life 
Center, 213 Marshall St., Cold-
water, is open from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Business hours are from 
1-4 p.m.
■ The Arthritis Aquatic Class 
will take place from 8:30-
9:30 a.m. or 12-1 p.m. at the 
Community Health Center of 
Branch County. Call (517) 279-
5457 for more information.
■ The Community 
Health Center of Branch 
County Lobby Gift Shop is 
open from 9 a.m.to 4 p.m.
■ Success By Six will meet 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at 
the Fremont Early Education 
Center, 95 S. Fremont St., Cold-
water. For more information, 
call 517-279-0066.
■ A bicycle ride will take place 
(depending on the weather) 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. at 
Parkhurst Park on Grand 
Street, Coldwater. For more 
information, call Branch Area 
Bike Association founder Bev-
erly Ohm at 517-278-7506 or 
visit www.bikebranch.org.
■ AA: closed meeting at 7 a.m., 
noon and 8 p.m. at 23 ½   S. 
Monroe St., Coldwater, behind 
Shorty’s Barber Shop. Mes-
sage line at (517) 279-7776.
■ The Friendship Center, 155 S. 
Monroe St., Coldwater, is open 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more 
information, call 517-227-5104.
■ We Do Recover group of Nar-
cotics Anonymous will gather 
at 8 p.m. for a meeting at 22 W. 
Pearl St., Suite 2, Coldwater. 
Call (269) 841-7091 for more 
information.

■ The Coach Eby Youth and 
Family Center, 89 W. Chi-
cago Street, Coldwater, will 
have after school gym time for 
grades sixth through 12th from 
3-5 p.m. For more information, 
call 517-278-5031.
■ The Branch District Library, 
10 E. Chicago St., Coldwater, is 
open from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. For 
more information, call (517) 
278-2341.
■ The Algansee Branch 
Library, 580-B S. Ray Quincy 
Rd., is open from 1 p.m. to 6 
p.m. For more information, call 
(517) 639-9830.
■ The Bronson Branch Library, 
207 N. Matteson , is open 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. For 
more information, call (517) 
369-3785.
■ Quincy Branch Library, 11 N. 
Main St. Open 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
For more information call (517) 
639-4001.
■ Sherwood Branch Library, 
118 Sherman St., is open from 
9 a.m. - 2 p.m., For more infor-
mation call (517) 741-5061.
■ Union Township Branch 
Library, 195 N. Broadway , is 
open from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 741-5061.
■ Lap Time Story Time is held 
at the Branch District Library 
for children ages 6 months to 2 
years at 10:30 a.m.
■ The H&C Burnside Senior 
Center is open from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. with the exercise, 
library and billiard rooms 
open during that time; Stained 
Glass Workshop 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
Therapeutic Massage 9 a.m. - 2 
p.m. (Call for appointment), 
Ping Pong 9 a.m., Duplicate 
Bridge 1 p.m., Hand & Foot 
Canasta 1 p.m., Pinochle 1 
p.m., Euchre 1:15 p.m., Ceram-
ics 1:30 p.m.
■ Branch County Senior Dining 
Center Branch County CAA 
offi ce serving lunch at noon. 
Call 517-279-8249 for more 
information.
■ Coldwater Ladies Eagles 
#1907 Auxiliary: 7 p.m. 
meeting.
■ Bronson Rotary Club meets 
at the First Congregational 
Church, 139 W. Chicago St., 
Bronson, 11:45 a.m. Call Liz 
Weinberg at 517-369-7322 for 
more information.
■ Seeker Club will be held 
for those in grades 1-6 a 
the First Baptist Church in 
Bronson from 6 p.m.- 7:30 p.m. 
Call (517) 369-9439 for more 
information.
■ Habitat for Humanity has a 
Nu-Wool trailer for newspaper 
and phone book recycling at 

Needham Floors (the former 
Albright building) on M-60, 
Union City.
■ The Hillsdale County Coali-
tion For Peace and Justice 
meets at 7 p.m. at The Annex 
next door to Volume One 
Books, with movies free of 
charge and open to the public, 
starting at 8 p.m. and discus-
sion to follow.
■ The Welcome Home Group, 
27 S. Manning, Hillsdale, will 
be the site of a Unity Service 
Recovery at 8 a.m. and 6:30 
p.m. Call (517) 437-3516 for 
more information.
■ The Annex, 98 N. Broad St., 
Hillsdale, will be open from 
6-11 p.m. with open mic night/
jam sessions at 8 p.m.
■ Non-smoking AA at 9 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. in the downstairs 
at the Hope House, 401 W. 
Chicago, Jonesville.
■ Grounded In Grace Coffee 
Shop, 300 E. Chicago, Jones-
ville, in the Fellowship Hall of 
the First Presbyterian Church, 
will be open 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays and 9 
a.m. - 1 p.m. with Keurig style 
drinks. Enter off Church St. 
entrance. 10% of each month’s 
proceeds will be given to a 
local designated community 
outreach or non-profi t agency. 
Come and support a local 
outreach and enjoy something 
warm to drink and eat. We 
serve crepes.
■ Schuler’s Restaurant and 
Pub, 115 S. Eagle St., will host 
live entertainment in Winston’s
Pub, Marshall, beginning at 
7:30 p.m. Call (269) 781-0658 
for more information.
■ Oaklawn Hospital will offer 
Perinatal Mood Disorder sup-
port groups from 3:30-5 p.m. 
at the Oaklawn bear Creek 
Campus, 15209 W. Michigan. 
Call (269) 781-9119 for more 
information.
■ Get Fit! will be offered from 
4-5 p.m. at Athens Middle 
School in the all-purpose room. 
For more information, call 
(269) 729-4088.
■ Barnes and Noble, 5701 
Beckley Road, Battle Creek, 
will offer weekly storytime 
at 11:30 a.m. In addition, a 
workshop will be offered at 
6:30 p.m. Call (269) 979-8060 
for more information.

—If you have events you 
wish to place in the calendar 
please email them to mbeck-
meyer@thedailyreporter.
com or FAX to 517-278-
6041. All calendar event 
submissions must be received
10 days in advance of event.

COLDWATER — Start-
ing with a presentation of 
Winter Fables at Tibbits, 
and later a visit from Santa 
while children made Christ-
mas crafts, the Branch 
District Library spread hol-
iday cheer. Winter Fables 
entertained adults and 
children alike with short, 
modernized adaptations of 
Aesop’s fables. Two lively 
and engaging actors from 
the Bright Star Touring 
Theatre in North Carolina 
presented the fables, The 
Dog and His Reflection, 
The Town Mouse and the 
Country Mouse, The Ant 
and the Grasshopper, and 
The Beetle and the Dove. 
They also encouraged chil-
dren to visit their library to 
find other fables and short 
stories with moral lessons.

Bright Start Touring 
group gives over 1000 
performances across the 

United States each year in 
a variety of venues. This 
program was sponsored 
by the library, Coldwater 
Noon Rotary, and Taylor’s 
Books and More. Taylor’s 

provided a chance for 
children to win a drawing 
to receive a hardbound, 
full color book of Aesop’s 
Fables.

COLDWATER DISTRICT LIBRARY

Julia Littley of the Branch District Library welcomes guests at Winter Fables. 

Coldwater Noon Rotary sponsors Winter Fables performed by Bright Start Touring Group.  COURTESY PHOTOS

Winter Fables a big hit at Tibbits

Today is Tuesday, Feb. 2, 
the 33rd day of 2016. There 
are 333 days left in the year. 
This is Groundhog Day.
Today’s 
Highlight in History:

On Feb. 2, 1914, Charles 
Chaplin made his movie 
debut as the comedy short 
“Making a Living” was 
released by Keystone Film 
Co.

On this date:
In 1653, New Amsterdam 

— now New York City — was 
incorporated.

In 1848, the Treaty of Gua-
dalupe Hidalgo, ending the 
Mexican-American War, was 
signed.

In 1887, Punxsutawney, 
Pennsylvania, held its fi rst 
Groundhog Day festival.

In 1925, the legendary 
Alaska Serum Run ended as 
the last of a series of dog 
mushers brought a life-saving 
treatment to Nome, the scene 
of a diphtheria epidemic, 
six days after the drug left 
Nenana.

In 1932, Duke Ellington and 
His Orchestra recorded “It 
Don’t Mean a Thing (If It Ain’t 
Got That Swing)” for Bruns-
wick Records.

In 1942, a Los Angeles 
Times column by W.H. Ander-
son urged security measures 
against Japanese-Americans, 
arguing that a Japanese-
American “almost inevitably 
... grows up to be a Japanese, 
not an American.”

In 1943, the remainder of 
Nazi forces from the Battle of 
Stalingrad surrendered in a 
major victory for the Soviets 
in World War II.

In 1964, Ranger 6, a lunar 
probe launched by NASA, 
crashed onto the surface of 
the moon as planned, but 
failed to send back any TV 
images.

In 1971, Idi Amin, having 
seized power in Uganda, pro-
claimed himself president.

In 1980, NBC News reported 
the FBI had conducted a sting 
operation targeting members 
of Congress using phony 
Arab businessmen in what 
became known as “Abscam,” 
a codename protested by 
Arab-Americans.

In 1990, in a dramatic 
concession to South Africa’s 
black majority, President F.W. 
de Klerk lifted a ban on the 
African National Congress 
and promised to free Nelson 
Mandela.

In 1992, longtime “Miss 
America” emcee Bert Parks 
died in La Jolla (HOY’-uh), 
Calif., at age 77.

In 2007, tornadoes killed 21 
people in central Florida. A 
grim report from the world’s 
leading climate scientists 
and government offi cials said 
that global warming was so 
severe, it would “continue for 
centuries” and that humans 
were to blame.

In 2014, Academy Award-
winning actor Philip Seymour 
Hoffman, 46, was found dead 
in his New York apartment 

from a combination of heroin, 
cocaine and other drugs.

Ten years ago
House Republicans elected 

John Boehner (BAY’-nur) of 
Ohio as their new majority 
leader to replace the indicted 
Tom DeLay. Tornadoes tore 
through New Orleans neigh-
borhoods that had been hit 
hard by Hurricane Katrina 
fi ve months earlier.

Five years ago
Supporters of President 

Hosni Mubarak charged into 
Cairo’s central square on 
horses and camels brandish-
ing whips while others rained 
fi rebombs from rooftops 
in what appeared to be an 
orchestrated assault against 
protesters trying to topple 
Egypt’s leader of 30 years.

One year ago
President Barack Obama 

sent Congress a record $4 
trillion budget that would 
boost tax credits for fami-
lies and the working poor 
but also raise taxes on the 
wealthy. Parts of New Eng-
land were buried in heavy 
snow for the second time in 
a week, with up to 18 inches 
falling in the Boston area. 
Jury selection in the trial of 
Boston Marathon bombing 
suspect Dzhokhar Tsar-
naev was postponed, and 
a celebration for the Super 
Bowl champion New England 
Patriots was pushed back a 
day.

TODAY IN HISTORY 

THE BRANCH AREA FOOD PANTRY
Located at the Deacon Al Provot Distribution Center
22 Pierson Street • Coldwater • (517) 279-0966

ad

generously

donated

FEEL GOOD

If it’s within your power
to do something that makes another

person’s life better, 
You should feel privileged 

to have such a chance.

Find out what it feels
like to touch lives
of people facing

HUNGER in Branch County. 

Midwest Foot & Ankle Clinic

James H. McClain
DPM

Board Certified in
Foot & Ankle Surgery

STURGIS • 68689 Vinewood Avenue • 269.651.1038
Monday & Friday 1pm to 6pm; Wednesday 8am to 12pm

COLDWATER • 160 Division Street • 517.278.4840 / 800.394.4800
Tuesday & Wednesday 1pm to 6pm; Thursday & Friday 8am to 2pm

www.midwestfootandankleclinic.com

• Flat Foot & Reconstructive Surgery
• Foot & Ankle Injuries
• Sports Medicine • Fracture Care
• Bunions, Hammer Toes, Heel Pain,
Corns, Ingrown Toenails, Etc.

• Diabetic Foot Care

You’
ll start every day on the right foot!Discover Healthy, Happy Feet!

All Care
Personally
Provided by
Dr. McClain

Companion Corner
ANIMAL AID OF BRANCH COUNTY

517-294-1360 OR 517-278-4148

Kindly brought to you by:
15 West Pearl Street

Coldwater • 278-2318
www.thedailyreporter.com

Frances is a gorgeous Walker
Coonhound or maybe American
Foxhound.  Loving, sweet and

amiable.  She likes to stretch her
legs and is a bit thin at the moment.
She should have a fenced yard and
a home to give her lots of attention.

Fully vetted.
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TODAY FRI SAT

31°/22° 36°/20° 38°/26°

Branch county 
deputy sheriff’s 
association 25th 
annual basketball 
game

COLDWATER — The 
Branch County Deputy 
Sheriff’s Association is 
proud to present its 25th 
Annual Basketball Game—
the local Deputies Team 
vs. The Detroit Lion’s 
All-Stars at the Coldwater 
High School Gymnasium 
on Wednesday, April 13. 
The game will be at 7:30 
p.m. The former great, 
and current, Detroit 
Lions will be signing 
autographs at halftime. 
Tickets are $20 a piece, 
$35 for two, or bring the 
whole family and some 
friends for $50. Family 
Tickets, up to 8 people, 
are available at the door. 
To order tickets go online 
to wolverineproductions.
org or branchcountydsa.
publicsafety.com. For 
any further information 
call the ticket hotline at 
517-279-0614.

 

Coloring Is Not 
Just For Kids

COLDWATER — Coloring 
has been proven to reduce 
stress and enhance 
mental clarity. Join the 
Coldwater Branch District 
Library every Tuesday, 
during the months of 
February and March, for a 
relaxing hour of coloring. 
Coloring sheets and pen-
cils will be provided but 
personal coloring books 
can also be brought.

The event will begin at 
10:30 a.m., Tuesday, Feb. 9.

Reserve a spot by call-
ing 517-278-2341 or going 
online at: www.branchdis-
trictlibrary.org.

 

Keep us informed
Do you have an event, 

a meeting, a story idea 
or any type of informa-
tion you want us to know 
about? We want to hear 
from you. We encourage 
organizations, groups, 
businesses, non-profi ts 
and individuals to email 
us at newsroom@thedai-
lyreporter.com. Please 
include all pertinent infor-
mation, including the best 
way to contact you and a 
reporter will be in touch 
promptly.
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THIS WEEKEND!

THINGS TO DO

1
Live music

WHAT: Casey Rockin Rowe, The
Hemingers, LVRS and Dustin Dear
WHEN: 7 p.m., Friday
WHERE:
The Under-
ground
DETAILS:
Those 18
and over
are welcome cover is $5

2

Outdoor Fun
WHAT: Reading Tip Up Festival
WHEN: Today through Sunday
WHERE: Reading American Le-
gion
DETAILS: Steak Fry 5-8 p.m. Fri-
day, fishing contest at 7 a.m. Sat-
urday, Berry Lake fishing contest
2 p.m. Saturday. Pies entered
from 9-10:30 a.m., at RAL, and
judged at 11 a.m. Fishing contest
ends at 2:30 p.m. Sunday.

3

Football and food
WHAT: Bash and cook off  
WHEN: 4:30 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 7
WHERE: Coldwater Eagles
DETAILS: Bring in your favorite
Chili recipe, play games, raffles,
and discounted drink prices dur-
ing game time.

4

Mom-2Mom Sale

WHAT: Valentines Craft Show
WHEN: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturday
WHERE: Coach Eby Center
DETAILS: Admission is free and
the first 50 customers receive a
goodie bag.
Bring a can
good, or other
non perishable
food item, and
get a free ticket
to be entered
into a giveaway. Buy $5, or more,
worth of items at a vendor table
and receive five free tickets. 

Live Music

WHAT: Melodious Funk 
WHEN: 8:30 p.m., Saturday
WHERE: JT's Billiard Bar and
Grill, 50 E. Chicago St. 
DETAILS: Join them for a night of
Jazz, Soul, Fusion, & Funk. Don't
miss this talented group of Musi-
cians from Northern Indiana.

5

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Two of 
the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture Food 
Safety and Inspection 
Services circuits in Michi-
gan recently competed to 
collect socks for home-
less missions — one in the 
Detroit area and Damas-
cus Road Ministries in 
Coldwater.

On Monday, representa-
tives of the USDA turned 

SOCKS FOR SHELTER 

USDA 
gives local 
ministry
donation 

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — After 
15 heroin overdoses, with 
four deaths in Battle Creek 
and Calhoun County over 
the last two weeks, Branch 
County officials warn local 
users to beware.

Branch County Pros-
ecutor Ralph Kimble said, 
“There should be concern,” 
since Battle Creek is one of 
the main sources for local 
heroin.

Calhoun County Sher-
iff Matt Saxton warned of 
a “bad batch” of the drug 
in that community. It 
was just a year ago when 
heroin laced with fentanyl 
sent at least 10, in Branch 
County, to the hospital with 

overdoses.
Most were saved because 

of the use of Narcan, a 
naloxone hydrochloride 
injection which counteracts 
opioids.

Tim Miner, LifeCare 
Branch County manager, 
said ambulance records for 
2015 show that LifeCare 
staff administered Narcan 
40 times on ambulance runs 

IN DEPTH 

Opiate overdoses up in Branch County 

By the numbers
Fact: In Branch County, LifeC-
are Ambulance Service used 
Narcan for opiate heroin 
drug overdoses 40 times in 
2105, 24 times in 2014, and 28 
times 2013.

Branch County Sheriff Deputy Court Officer Steve McManamey 
used Narcan on a female in a courthouse holding cell after she 
apparently suffered an overdose Wednesday afternoon. The 
woman felony probationer had failed a drug test. She was found 
on the cell floor vomiting and unresponsive. The deputy called 
for emergency responders and LifeCare. He had been recently 
trained to use Narcan. McManamey ran to his patrol car to 
retrieve then administered the drug. The woman was conscious 
when LifeCare and Coldwater Fire MFR arrived. She could not tell 
responders what she had taken. The woman was transported to 
the CHC Emergency Room.

Police prepared to use Narcan 

By Christy Hart-Harris 
charris@thedailyreporter.com

C OLDWATER — Icefest 2016 was a huge suc-
cess, as hundreds of locals filled the stores 
and restaurants in downtown Coldwater 

Saturday.
One of the main attractions was the chili and 

soup cook-off. With 147 ballots tallied, the win-
ners of the People's Choice chili competition were 
JT's Billiard Bar and Grill in first place and Barefoot 
Grill and American Legion, who tied for second 
place.

"We have won for our chili the last three 
years," Brian Marteen, manager of JT's, said. "We 
couldn't be more proud and happy to serve our 
community."

JT's cook Brent Roscoe served up the two-time 
People's Choice-winning Hog Wild Chili, as well 

ICEFEST 2016

People’s Choice 
winners announced 

Broadway Grille owners Carl and Annette Thornton, with Lisa Sayre and owner Scott Ladd. JENNIFER COE-HARRIS PHOTOS

Brian Marteen and Brent Roscoe of JT’s Billiard Bar and Grill. 

Chili, soup cook-off  a success

SEE OVERDOSES,  A5 SEE USDA,  A5

SEE WINNERS,  A5

FREE LIVE MUSIC!

MONDAY - NACHOS & MARGARITA’S

TUESDAY - SENIOR 10% DISCOUNT UNTIL 4 P.M.

WEDNESDAY - LADIES NIGHT/WINE SPECIALS

THURSDAY - RIB NIGHT $2 OFF ANY RACK

FRIDAY - PIZZA AND FISH BASKET SPECIALS
WEDNESDAYS–KARAOKE W/BRENT COLE AT 8PM

FRI. FEB. 5–THOSE “3” GUYS RETURN AT 8PM

SAT. FEB. 6–MELODIOUS FUNK AT 8:30PM
50 E. Chicago St.
Coldwater, MI
517-227-5877

VALENTINE’S WEEKEND PARTY

FEB. 12TH & 13TH - GREAT DINNER SPECIALS

DAILY LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS

Diva Diamonds
Silver Heart Pendant

Just $9900

Shimmering Diamond
Sterling Silver Pendant
Special Price $15900

Shimmering Diamonds Gift Set
$19900 Includes Necklace

and Earrings

Ask About Our 
Chamilia

Bead Special
Feb. 11th

thru Feb. 13th

EXTENDED HOURS
Saturday, February 13th

Just 3 of our Great Gift Ideas for Valentines!

“The House of Diamonds”
DOWNTOWN COLDWATER

(517) 278-2488
Monday - Friday: 9:00 to 6:00    Saturday: 9:00 to 3:00
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TODAY SAT SUN

36°/22° 37°/26° 41°/29°

Youth Sunday Service
STURGIS — First United 

Methodist Church of Sturgis 
will have a special united 
worship service at 11 a.m., 
Sunday, Feb. 7, in honor of 
Youth Sunday. The junior 
and senior high members 
of the church will be leading 
worship, including liturgy 
and preaching. The youth will 
also serve communion to the 
congregation.

After the youth service, the 
church’s annual chili cook-off 
will take place. Each year 
individuals or teams prepare 
their own chili recipe, and 
those in attendance choose 
the best-tasting. The simple 
lunch is available for a dona-
tion at the door. Christian 
learning is offered for all 
ages at 9:45 each Sunday 
morning, and childcare is also 
available.

Ash Wednesday will be 
observed on Wednesday, 
February 10 during a special 
service in the chapel of 
the church, at 7 p.m. Ash 
Wednesday begins the 
season of Lent, and is called 
“Ash” Wednesday because 
of the practice of rubbing 
ashes on one’s forehead in 
the sign of a cross, while 
Lent is intended to be a 
time of self-denial and self-
discipline seeking deeper a 
deeper Christian life. WBET 
broadcasts each Sunday’s 11 
a.m. service on its 1230 AM 
radio station. Most Sundays, 
a contemporary worship 
service, featuring Reconciled, 
the church’s praise band, 
begins at the 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
service is traditional worship, 
featuring organ music as 
well as the church’s Chancel 
Choir. The church’s youth 
group, for senior and junior 
high students, occurs each 
Sunday evening at 5 p.m.

The church welcomes all 
persons and is located at 200 
Pleasant Street in downtown 
Sturgis. Parking is available in 
the lot northeast of the build-
ing and in the lot just south 
of the church. For additional 
information, please call the 
church offi ce, 269-651-5990 
or go to the church’s website, 
www.sturgisfumc.org or 
facebook page (First United 
Methodist Church of Sturgis).

 

Branch and Hillsdale 
County residents 
invited

ZEPHYRHILLS — The 
38th annual get together for 
past and present residents 
and guests of Hillsdale and 
Branch Counties, are invited 
to meet from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 17 at 
the Lion’s Club, 5728 Dean 
Dairy Road, Zephyrhills, Fl. 
For information, contact 
Nellie Cronk 813-788-1298.
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By Christy Hart-Harris 
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER —   The 
Coldwater branch of the 
Branch District Library 
hosted local Author and 
Illustrator, Matt Bilochini, 
who read his self-published 
book, “Brave Best Friend”, 
Saturday during the annual 

Icefest.
A f t e r  s t o r y  t i m e , 

Bilochini showed the kids 
how to make box monsters.

In the afternoon, kids 
decorated old 78 records, 
with Rock-n-Roll Forever 
decals, and paper guitars.

T h e  r e c o r d s  w e r e 
donated by Theresa Broad-
water of Coldwater. 

LIBRARY EVENT

Local kids 
celebrate Icefest

Kids listen as Author Matt Bilochini reads his book. COURTESY PHOTOS

Kids listen as Author Matt Bilochini reads his book. 
Author Matt Bilochini reads his self-published book, “Brave Best 
Friend,” to kids at the Library.

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — After 
t w i c e  b e i n g  r e j e c t e d 
in the 1980’s, Tibbits 
Opera House has filed an 

application for inclusion 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity graduate student, 
Belinda McGuire, included 
the inches thick application 

as her master’s thesis, 
researching the history of 
the land ownership, and 
building design.

The earlier applications 
were rejected because of the 
damage done to the front 

design when it was mod-
ernized, and turned into a 
movie theater in the 1950’s.

Now restored, the 1882 
building is valued at $1.12 
million. Work on the res-
toration project continues.

McGuire said the process 
of review of the application 
could take up to two-years. 
If approved, it will open 
the way for more grant and 

HISTORIC DESIGNATION 

Tibbits applies for National Historic Register 

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Leonard 
Burkett Jr., 48, was tick-
eted by Coldwater Police 
for improper passing after 
he tried to pass a left turn-
ing car, on Garfield Road, at 
the Butters/Filmore Road 
intersection Wednesday 
evening around 5 p.m.

Burkett’s 1985 Chevy 
Blazer flipped in the air and 
came down on the driver’s 
side after it rolled over, 
crushing the top.

Burkett was not wearing 
a seat belt.

He suffered lacerations to 
his head.

Westbound driver, Chas-
tity Paradine, 42, also of 
Coldwater, slowed to make 
the left turn off Garfield, 

COLDWATER POLICE 

Man 
injured 
in passing 
accident 

By Nancy Benac and Lisa Lerer
The Associated Press

DURHAM, N.H. — Fire-
works flying in their first 
one-on-one debate, Hill-
ary Clinton accused Bernie 
Sanders on Thursday of 
subjecting her to an “artful
smear” while Sanders sug-
gested the former secretary 
of state was a captive of the 
political establishment.

It was a markedly more 
contentious tone than the 
two candidates set when 
they last debated before the 
presidential voting began in 
Iowa, and it signaled how 
the race has tightened five 
days ahead of the first-in-
the-nation primary next 
Tuesday.

The two argued over 
ideas, over tactics and 
over who has the liberal 

DEMOCRATIC DEBATE  
DOWN TO JUST TWO

Clinton, 
Sanders 
trade fi ery 
jabs in debate

SEE TIBBITS,  A5

SEE ACCIDENT,  A5

Children enjoy rock-n-roll themed crafts

SEE JABS, A5

Save up to $400
on select stoves and fireplaces

• Stoves• Inserts• Fireplaces
• Wood• Pellet• Gas• Electric

387 E. Fenn Rd.Coldwater, MI517-278-5018
www.thefireplacespot.com

M-F 8am-4:30pmSat 10am-2pmSun CLOSED 

A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

If you or your loved one is
recovering from a surgery or

a serious illness consider
The Laurels of Coldwater

to get you home
...Sooner...Safer...Stronger

For more information about the
Laurel Way of Caring please call 517.279.9808

90 North Michigan Avenue • Coldwater, MI 49036 • www.laurelsofcoldwater.com
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By Julia Baratta
For Gatehouse Media

B R O N S O N  —  T h e 
Bronson Branch Library 
recently held their ‘Take 
Your Child to the Library 
Day 2016’, an annual event 
that is encouraged on an 
international level, last 
week.

According to www.ctli-
brarians.org, “Take Your 
Child to the Library Day is 
an international initiative 
that encourages families 
everywhere to take their 
children to their local 
library. Launched in 2011 
right here in Connecti-
cut by librarians Nadine 
Lipman (Waterford Public 
Library, retired) and Cait-
lin Augusta (Stratford 
Library) with artist Nancy 
Elizabeth Wallace, TYCLD 
raises community aware-
ness about the importance 
of the library in the life of a 
child, and promotes library 
services and programs for 
children and families. “

“We have had ‘Take Your 
Child to the Library Day’ 
for the last three years,” 
Bronson Branch manager 
Lynnell Eash said. “It hap-
pens on the first Saturday 
of February.”

The library was full of 
children and activities 
as the staff and volun-
teers participated in the 
festivities. On the main 
floor, Hugh Law was very 
popular with the boys as he 
manned the dinosaur table, 
complete with a display 
and coloring sheets. Snacks 
were available, along with 
an opportunity to sign up 
for a blue jean quilt that 
was awarded later in the 
day.

A d u l t s  w e r e  a l s o 
informed as presenta-
tions were being held in 
the Media Room. The 
microfilm reader and an 
introduction to the new 
features on the Branch Dis-
trict Library webpage were 
shared. Adults were also 
encouraged to sign up for 
the 2016 Winter Reading, 
where they will receive a 

mug for reading five books 
and possibly win a basket 
of “comfy things,” Eash 
said. “I’ve already gotten 
the blanket.”

Steve Watson, one of the 
new staff members, did 
some storytelling down-
stairs for the event. “I love 
stories,” Watson said. “I 
especially like folk tales.” 
Other activity sheets were 
available downstairs as 
well as Library BINGO and 
the Bronson Branch’s ver-
sion of ‘A Minute to Win 
it’.

Eash encouraged the 
young people and children 
to try different games and 
complete them within 
a  m i n u t e .  T h e  g a m e s 
included stacking books, 
cup-stacking into a pyra-
mid, and piling five dice on 
a plastic spoon held in their 
mouths.

After completing sev-
eral assignments for ‘The 
Library Game’, the partici-
pants turned in their paper 
for a special prize.

LIBRARY HAPPENINGS 

Many attend Take Your Child to Library Day 

By Jennifer Coe-Harris
jharris@thedailyreporter.com

BRONSON — City council 
members met Monday at the 
Village Hall for the monthly 
council meeting.

F i r s t  n e w  b u s i n e s s 
included a presentation 
from Ray and Julie Skaggs 
who are planning to build a 
new assisted living home in 
Bronson.

The Skaggs have several 
years of experience in this 
area, as owners and opera-
tors of an assisted living 
facility in Burr Oak. Julie is 
a registered nurse, and has 
years of experience working 
with the elderly and with 
hospice care.

The council voted to 
approve the new facility, 
which will be on the five acres 

of vacant property located 
adjacent to Ryan School.

“The new project will add 
many great benefits to the 
Bronson community,” Co-
owner Ray Skaggs said. “We 
want to build a place where 
people can use our services, 
and it will be affordable.”

 Council woman Jane Cox 
said of the upcoming facility, 
“We have waited a long time 
for this facility, it will help a 
lot of people here.”

Cox added as she wel-
comed the Skaggs to the area.

The council also moved 
to approve a motion for the 
Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority Board to appoint 
the existing downtown 
development authority to 
serve dual roles, and there-
fore have been appointed 
to serve as Brownfield 

Redevelopment Authority 
members.

A  m o t i o n  w a s  a l s o 
approved for the updating 
of the computers in police 
patrol vehicles. The cur-
rent models were purchased 
in 2010 and still operate 
with Windows XP, which 

is no longer supported by 
Microsoft.

The computers need new 
software and hardware 
in order to be compliant 
with the LEIN system. The 
system will be upgraded 
and the memory expanded. 
The cost of each upgrade 

is $300 a piece, and the 
total of $600 has come 
out of the police salvage 
funds. The city of Bronson 
has also been preliminar-
ily approved for a grant 
towards the purchase of a 

new police car.
There will be a special

public hearing meeting on
Feb. 22 at the village hall to
discuss the Parks and Rec-
reation master plan, and
grant funding. 

CITY COUNCIL

Bronson City Council approves updated computers 

City Attorney Chuck Lillis, Village Manager Brandon Mersman, coun-
cil members Bill Earl and Jane Cox, with Mayor Cole at the Bronson 
city council meeting. JENNIFER COE-HARRIS PHOTOS

Council members and community residents attend the Bronson City 
Council meeting.  

Ian Armstrong balances a spoon 
in his mouth while stacking dice 
on it for the ‘Minute to Win it’ 
game. 

Steve Watson, aka Mr. Steve, 
shares folk tales with the chil-
dren who came to the library on 
‘Take Your Child to the Library 
Day’.

Liam Moon created pyramids for 
a ‘Minute to Win it’ game at the 
Bronson Branch Library. JULIA 
BARATTA PHOTOS

Three year old Hayden enjoys a cookie at the library. 

A popular station with the boys 
was the dinosaurs, manned by 
Hugh Law. 

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN RESTAURANT
DINE IN • CARRY OUT

32 Railroad Street • Coldwater, MI 49036
(517) 278-0920 • FAX: (517) 278-0925

Monday- Saturday 11 am - 10 pm • Sunday 11 am - 9 pm

LUNCH SPECIAL

$1.00 OFF!

1-8 Specials
with purchase of drink 

Ask us about our punch cards! 
Buy 9 lunches & get 1 FREE!

with purchase
of soft drink.

from 11 am - 4 pm only
limited time only!

DINNER SPECIAL

50% OFF!

1/2 PRICE

Buy 1 Get 1

ANY Meal

*must present coupon

with purchase
of beverages
*must present coupon

Gift

certificates

available
*must present

coupon

Life presents us with new challenges
as we age.  If you know a senior who might 
be struggling with depression or dementia,

call for a private in-home assessment,
and services that will help.

Healthy Ideas for depression
and other issues - 517-278-2129

200 Orleans Blvd • Coldwater
517-278-2129

Visit Us At www.pinesbhs.org

EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS 
517-279-1193 or 888-725-7534

Carpets
Upholstery
House Cleaning
Janitorial

265 South Sprague Street
Coldwater, MI

517-278-6989
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RECORD | AREA

MAKING IT RIGHT

The staff members of The Daily Reporter value accuracy 
and try hard to avoid mistakes. If you see an inaccuracy in 
any news item, please bring it to our attention so we can 
set the record straight. Call 517-278-2318 or email editor@
thedailyreporter.com.

and use photos to explain.
Send along with your name and daytime phone

number to newsroom@thedailyreporter.com
or mail/drop off to:
The Daily Reporter

15 West Pearl Street
Coldwater, MI 49036
and we’ll run them in

our newspaper
and online at

www.thedailyreporter.com

TELL US ABOUT YOUR

Spring has arrived, and gardeners who have
been hibernating will begin their preparing
and planting. What gardening tips do you

have that you can share with the community?
Share your tips by sending them to us along with photos of your

success from former seasons. Please limit your
comments to less than 200 words.

Share your
GARDENING TIPS

SUBMIT SPRING GARDENING PHOTOS & STORIES
to newsroom@thedailyreporter.com

or mail/drop off to The Daily Reporter,
15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI 49036

and we’ll run them in our print edition and online at
www.thedailyreporter.com

Forecast for Coldwater
LOCAL ALMANAC

SUN & MOON

Bronson

Toledo

Coldwater

Kalamazoo

Holland

Ann Arbor

Lansing
Flint

Grand Rapids

Saginaw

Adrian

TODAY
Mostly cloudy and 
cold with snow 
showers 23°

HIGH:

TONIGHT

Partly cloudy and 
bitterly cold

LOW:

First Full Last New

Mar 8Mar 1Feb 22Feb 15

Statistics through 5 p.m. yesterday

Precip. 24 hrs. through 5 p.m. yest. Trace
High / Low temperatures 20° / 12°

 Today Saturday
Sunrise 7:41 a.m. 7:39 a.m.
Sunset 6:08 p.m. 6:10 p.m.
Moonrise 10:04 a.m. 10:41 a.m.
Moonset 11:15 p.m. none

SATURDAY
Cloudy and very 
cold with snow 
showers LOW: -1°

HIGH: 15°

HIGH:
LOW: 14°

Mostly cloudy and 
bitterly cold

19°
SUNDAY

4°

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2016

23/4
23/4

23/5

24/11

24/1

22/4
25/3

23/6

23/3

24/3

Shown is today's weather. Temperatures 
are today's highs and tonight's lows.

25/3

Visit our website at

for the latest news and top stories
www.thedailyreporter.com
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Online at www.thedailyreporter.com
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Wednesday, 
Feb. 10, 2016
■ Charles Raymond Birch, 
traffi c warrant.
■ Wayne Nelson Rhodes 
III, failure to appear.
■ April Marie Karn, proba-
tion violation.
■ Monica Emily-Rose 
Caldwell, retail fraud 
– third.
—The Branch County 
Sheriff’s Office reported 
one personal injury 
accident, two property 
damage accidents and 
a jail population of 128 
inmates, with 97 males 
and 31 females.

JAIL 
COMMITMENTS 

COLDWATER — Emo-
gene White, 90 passed 
away Monday February 
8, 2016 at her home in 
Coldwater.

She was born March 26, 
1925 in Waterloo to Joseph 
and Emma (Whitbey) 
Dangler.

She was a Homemaker.
Emogene married Robert 

J White on October 28, 1943 
in Holley Oak, Mass. And he 
passed away September 21, 
1990.

Surviving are two sons 
and three daughters, 
Robert D. (Cheryl) White of 
Coldwater, Patric M. (Jan) 
White of Coldwater, Sandy 
K Hair of Muir, MI, Debra S. 
(Fred) Marowelli of DeWitt, 
MI, Pamela Jo (Rudy) 
Ochoa of Coldwater, 10 

grandchildren and numer-
ous great grandchildren. 
There are also three Sister 
in laws that survive, Gracie 
Neeley, Leora Dangler and 
Joyce White

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 

husband, a son in law 
George Hair, six brothers, 
Deloss, Don, David, Char-
lie, Paul and Joe Dangler, 
four sisters, Lois Kelly, 
Marcelle Fought, Augustine 
Good, Edith Hoot, a brother 
in law Chuck White and a 
sister in law Judy Smith.

Services were held at 3 
p.m. Thursday February 
11, 2016 at Feller and Clark 
Funeral Home, 875 South 
Wayne Street, Waterloo, 
IN with Pastor David Pierce 
officiating. Calling was 
three hours prior to the 
service Thursday at the 
funeral home from 12 to 3 
p.m. Preferred memori-
als are to the American 
Cancer Society. To send 
condolences visit www.
fellerandclark.com.

EMOGENE WHITE 1925-2016

BRONSON — Garth 
William Wilber, 91 of 
Bronson passed away 
Wednesday, February 10, 
2016 at his home while 
surrounded by family.

A funeral service will 
take place Monday, Feb-
ruary 15, 2015 at White 
Star Auction in Bronson 
with Pastor Terry Siler 
from First Congrega-
tional Church of Bronson 
officiating. Interment will 
follow at Bronson Cem-
etery where the Bronson 
American Legion Post 
259 will present Military 
Honors. Visitation will 
be Sunday, February 14, 
2016 from 2 to 8 p.m. at 
Dutcher-Kolcz Funeral 
Home.

Garth was born April 22, 
1924 to Henry and Kath-
erine (Downing) Wilber 
in Bronson. After gradu-
ation from Bronson High 
School, he proudly served 
his county in the U.S. 
Army Air Corp. during 
WWII. Upon return from 
the service, he married the 
love of his life, June Crabill 
on July 28, 1946 in Bron-
son. Garth continued the 
family business by joining 
Wilber Auction Service, 
which was started in 1919. 
He expanded the business 
to Wilber Real Estate and 
Auction Service in 1948. 
In 1949 Garth grew the 
business again by adding 
White Star Auctions to 
the family business. He 
continued working with 
the business until just 
recently.

Garth was a very proud 
and active member of 

the Bronson community. 
He was a member of the 
Rotary, Kiwanis, Ameri-
can Legion, and Chamber 
of Commerce. Garth was 
also involved with the 
Bronson Fire Department, 
4H, Bronson Band Boost-
ers, and the Polish Festival 
Committee, where he also 
served as Chairman for 
many years. He was active 
with the BHS Alumni 
Group, and was inducted 
into the BHS Hall of Fame. 
Garth was known by many 
as the Voice of Bronson 
Sports as he announced 
sporting events for several 
years.

Mr. Wilber was pas-
sionate about his work as 
an auctioneer. He was a 
member of the Michigan 
and National Associations, 
where he was elected to the 
Hall of Fame of both. The 
State of Michigan Asso-
ciation named their top 
honor the “Garth Wilber 
Presidential Award”, 
which is given annually to 
the association’s honored 
auctioneer. Garth was also 
active in organizations 

dealing with his military 
background, including 863 
Engineer Aviation Bat-
talion and Talon’s Out. 
In his spare time, Garth 
enjoyed being outdoors 
either gardening or fishing. 
He was a man of faith and 
active with church. He rel-
ished spending time with 
his family, especially his 
grandchildren. Garth will 
be remembered as a very 
generous man, who was 
outgoing, dedicated, and 
loyal. He will be missed by 
many.

Garth is survived by 
his wife of 69 years, June 
Wilber of Bronson; his 
children Brent (Ginny) 
Wilber of Burr Oak, Brian 
(Linda) Wilber of Bronson, 
G. Burdette (Susan) Wilber 
of St. Charles, MO, Cathy 
Wilber Welch of Coldwa-
ter, Becky Wilber Myers 
(Dan Vorce) of Coldwater, 
and Elizabeth “Buffy” 
(Dan) Reck of Beverly 
Hills, MI; his sister-in-law 
Velma Wilber of Bron-
son; 16 grandchildren 
and 20 great grandchil-
dren. He was preceded in 
death by his parents; his 
brother Quenten Wilber; 
his daughter Dawn Marie 
Wilber; his granddaughter 
Laura Noelle Wilber; and 
his grandson Nathaniel 
Brian Wilber.

Memorials may be 
directed to Talon’s Out, 
Bronson Fire Department, 
1st Congregational Church 
of Bronson, BHS Alumni 
Scholarship Fund, Friends 
of Bronson Library or a 
charity of Choice. www.
dutcherfh.com

GARTH WILLIAM WILBER 1924-2016

COLDWATER LIBRARY

Precious Moments 
collection on display 

Local resident Brandi Killian has her Precious Moments collection on 
display at the Coldwater branch District Library through the month 
of February. COURTESY PHOTO

By Martin Crutsinger
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Fed-
eral Reserve Chair Janet 
Yellen cautioned Thurs-
day that global economic 
pressures pose risks to the 
U.S. economy but said it’s 
too soon to know whether 
those risks are severe 
enough to alter the Fed’s 
interest-rate policies.

Yellen said the Fed 
will determine at its next 
meeting in March how 
much economic weak-
ness and falling markets 
around the world have 
hamstrung U.S. growth. 
And for a second day, 
Yellen was asked about 
the possibility that the 
Fed would use negative 
interest rates as a way to 
give the economy more 
support.

She repeated that 
the Fed had studied the 
prospect of deploying 
negative rates in 2010 but 
had decided then not to 
use them to try to boost 
the economy. But she said 
the Fed thought it should 
study the issue again now 
that other central banks, 
including in Europe and 
Japan, are using negative 
rates to try to step up lend-
ing and energize growth.

“In light of the expe-
rience of  European 
countries and others that 
have gone to negative 
rates,” Yellen said, “we 
are taking a look at them 
again because we would 
want to be prepared in 
the event we needed” to 
nudge rates below zero to 
try to fuel borrowing and 
spending.

Yellen stressed that any 
Fed decision to employ 
negative rates in the 
United States was not 
imminent. She said that 
while the financial land-
scape has darkened since 
the Fed’s December rate 
increase, reversing course 
from gradually raising 
rates to cutting rates is 
“not what I consider the 
most likely scenario.” 

FEDERAL RESERVE

Keeping 
an eye on 
the world
Yellen: Too early 
to determine 
impact of global 
developments

BRIEFCASE

Average US rate on 
mortgage drops

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
Average long-term U.S. 
mortgage rates fell this 
week for the sixth straight 
week as markets around 
the globe continued the 
whipsaw trading that has 
marked this year so far.

Mortgage buyer Fred-
dThe average rate on a 
15-year fixed-rate mort-
gage eased to 2.95 percent 
from 3.01 percent last 
week.
—The Associated Press

Notice of Public Hearing
To Consider the City of Bronson Five Year Parks

and Recreation Master Plan (2016-2020)
City of Bronson, Branch County, Michigan

To: Citizens and Residents of the City of Bronson,
Branch County, Michigan

The City Council of the City of Bronson will hold a
public hearing on the Draft City of Bronson Five Year

Parks and Recreation Master Plan on February 22, 2016
at 5:00 p.m. at City Hall (141 S. Matteson Street,

Bronson, Michigan).  A hearing will be held to hear and
consider adopting the City of Bronson Five Year Parks
and Recreation Master Plan (2016-2020) as well as to

provide an oppurtunity for public input. 

For more information call or write Brandon Mersman,
City Manager, at 517-369-7334 or

b.mersman@bronson-mi.com
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It’s a Process...
We Can Help

“Friends....
Don’t Let Friends
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Law Office of
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