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By Julia Baratta
For GateHouse Media

BRONSON — Bronson 
will celebrate its sesquicen-
tennial birthday, as the city 
was developed 150 years 
ago. Because of this, there 
are plans for a celebration 
to occur during the coming 
year.

Back in 1966, the city 
sponsored an event recog-
nizing the centennial with 
many old-fashioned ideas, 
games and activities. There 
was a stockade-style jail for 
those who couldn’t follow 
the rules for the celebration. 
These infractions included a 
lack of facial hair on the men 
and skirts that were too short 
for the women.

The Bronson Library will 
be hosting a meeting for 
those who are interested in 
planning a celebration for 
2016. The meeting will be 
held at 6 p.m. Jan. 6, 2016, 
and is open to the public.

Bronson Library Man-
ager Lynnell Eash is seeking 
old pictures, memorabilia 
and items relating to Bron-
son and its residents.

“I would like to see any-
thing anyone has,” Eash said. 
“We have received some won-
derful things but are always 
looking for more.”

Eash can be reached at 
(517) 369-3785 or by messag-
ing her through the Bronson 
Library Facebook page.

There are also plans to 
run a weekly write-up con-
cerning the history of the 
city. If you have any ideas, 
information, old items to be 
photographed or anything 
about Bronson, contact 
Julia Baratta, Bronson 
Journal correspondent, at 
ms49089@yahoo.com or by 
calling (517) 369-2125.

SESQUICENTENNIAL BIRTHDAY

City of Bronson 
celebrates 150 years

This old photograph was taken of Warne’s Band on the steps of the library and can 
be viewed at the library. 

By Julia Baratta
For GateHouse Media

BRONSON — Because of 
the overwhelming approval 
of the Branch District Library 
millage on Aug. 5, 2014, 
Bronson residents, as well as 
everyone who lives in Branch 
County, will see a positive 
increase in the library’s off er-
ings as of Jan. 1, 2016.

Bronson Library man-
ager Lynnell Eash has been 
anticipating and planning for 
the new year for a while.

“A lot of services will be 
increased due to the millage,” 
Eash said. “It is going to be 
nice to have some extra help 
around here.”

Staff  is just one of the areas 
affected by the increased 
funding. A new staff  member 
will be starting in January, 
adding to the two employ-
ees already working there. 
Summer help also relieves 
some of the pressure during 
the especially busy times 
when the children aren’t in 
school.

Another signifi cant change 
will be in the operating hours 
of the library.

“We will be open until 6 
p.m. on Thursday and Friday, 
as well as the other days,” 
Eash said. “We were able to 
add three hours to our weekly 
schedule.”

Saturday hours will not 
change from 9 a.m. until 
noon.

There will be more printed, 
audio and video items avail-
able for the community 
to check out, with a larger 
materials budget for the 
library staff  to work with. In 
addition, there will be more 
programs planned for the 

coming year.
“Steve (Watson) will be 

planning some teen program-
ming within his duties,” Eash 
said.

Watson was hired after 
Stephanie Davis retired from 
the library system. These will 
be off ered in addition to the 
adult and children’s programs 
already being appreciated.

The saying goes, “Good 
things come to those who 
wait,” and patrons of the 
Bronson Library will soon 
be able to take advantage of 
all the changes that will come 
with 2016.

WHAT’S NEW

Bronson Library to 
off er more to public

There are several items displayed at the library relating 
to the history of Bronson. PHOTOS BY JULIA BARATTA

There are several items displayed at the library relating to the history of Bronson. 

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN RESTAURANT
DINE IN • CARRY OUT

32 Railroad Street • Coldwater, MI 49036
(517) 278-0920 • FAX: (517) 278-0925

Monday- Saturday 11 am - 10 pm • Sunday 11 am - 9 pm

LUNCH SPECIAL

$1.00 OFF!

1-8 Specials
with purchase of drink 

Ask us about our punch cards! 
Buy 9 lunches & get 1 FREE!

with purchase
of soft drink.

from 11 am - 4 pm only
limited time only!

DINNER SPECIAL

50% OFF!

1/2 PRICE

Buy 1 Get 1

ANY Meal

*must present coupon

with purchase
of beverages
*must present coupon

Start booking your
holiday parties now!

Gift
certificates
available

*must present
coupon

Tire Co.
Downtown Coldwater

278-5639

BRAKES • ALIGNMENTS • OIL CHANGES • BATTERIES

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1949

www.dallytire.com
GET MORE WITH TIRE

PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION

MORE TIRES
MORE SERVICE
MORE SAVINGS

* most applications

* EVERYDAY LOW PRICE
* FREE lifetime alignment checks
* FREE lifetime tire rotations (most vehicles)
* FREE lifetime wheel balancing
* FREE lifetime tire repairs
* FREE limited road hazzard warranty
* FREErubber valve stems
* FREE tire disposal
* 6 month interest free financing (ask for details)

517-369-2161
Monday and Wednesday 8-5pm, Tuesday and Thursday 8-6:30pm

and Friday 8-4pm and Saturdays 8-noon.

Joanna J. Bronson, DVM
Anthony Klingler, DVM

452 W. Central Road
Coldwater, MI 49036

517-369-8317-Fax

Did you get a New

Puppy or Kitten?

Save a bundle with a Puppy and Kitten

Package at Bronson Vet Services.

Free products, savings on vaccines

and spay/neuter prices.

Call for details

517-369-2161

HAMMEL
Chiropractic

517-278-7543
173 E. Chicago Street

www.hammelchiro.com

SAMUEL

HAMMEL, DC

* Chiropractic Manipulation

* Nutrition Response Testing

* Massage Therapy

Carpets
Upholstery
House Cleaning
Janitorial

265 South Sprague Street
Coldwater, MI

517-278-6989
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By Jennifer Coe-Harris 
jharris@thedailyreporter.com

C OLDWATER — From birth to 18 
months, parents can bring their 
little ones in to the Branch District 

Library for lap time. Brandi Killian from 
BDL reads stories, sings songs and plays 
other activities with local children. 

Complete forecast, A2

TODAY WED THU

27°/17° 34°/23° 38°/31°

LOCAL

Advice .............A5
Area ..... A2-3, 5, 8
Classifi ed ........A6
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Obituaries .......A2
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Sports ..........B1-3
Nation/World ..B4

Family Promise, help 
from KCC students
PAGE A8

ELKS LODGE 
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TO SHELTER
PAGE A2

SPECIAL TAX BILL INCLUDES EXTENDED 
HELP FOR CHARITIES

PAGE A3

www.TheDailyReporter.com $1

The  daily newspaper for Branch County, covering
Coldwater, Bronson, Quincy, Union City and Tekonsha

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

COC Advisor 
Application 
Deadline

BRANCH COUNTY 
— The Branch County 
Committee will be recom-
mending a COC Advisor 
at the Jan. 13, COC meet-
ing. Applicants need to 
apply for the advisor 
position by COB Jan. 12, 
in order to be considered 
by the COC.

Interested persons 
must provide a written 
statement (signed and 
dated by the applicant) 
stating their willingness 
to serve and listing their 
qualifi cations. This paid 
position is open to all 
underserved produc-
ers. Statements can be 
dropped off  or mailed 
to Branch County FSA, 
387 N Willowbrook Rd, 
Ste. F, Coldwater, MI 
49036, hope.gentile@
mi.usda.gov or faxed to 
855-647-0824.

 

Foreign Buyers 
Notifi cation

BRANCH COUNTY 
— The Agricultural 
Foreign Investment 
Disclosure Act requires 
all foreign owners of U.S. 
agricultural land to report 
their holdings to the 
Secretary of Agriculture. 
The Farm Service Agency 
administers this program 
for USDA.

All individuals who are 
not U.S. citizens, and 
have purchased or sold 
agricultural land in the 
county are required to 
report the transaction to 
FSA with 90 days of the 
closing. Failure to submit 
the AFIDA form (FSA-153) 
could result in civil penal-
ties of up to 25 percent 
of the fair market value 
of the property. County 
government offi  ces, 
Realtors, attorneys and 
others involved in real 
estate transactions are 
reminded to notify foreign 
investors of these report-
ing requirements.

 

Keep us informed
Do you have an event, a 
meeting, a story idea or 
any type of information 
you want us to know 
about? We want to hear 
from you. We encourage 
organizations, groups, 
businesses, non-profi ts 
and individuals to 
email us at 

newsroom@
thedailyreporter.com

Please include all 
pertinent information, 
including the best way 
to contact you and a 
reporter will be in touch 
promptly.

Branch County Commissioner Rod Olney would like to 
see the county stop using this last gas chamber for 
putting down animals in Michigan. DON REID PHOTO

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Branch 
County Commissioners 
could take another look at 
abandoning use of its Anima 
Control gas chamber.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  R o d 
Olney said he was sure the 

others com-
missioners 
like himself 
were getting 
phone calls 
from county 
residents, 
as well  as 

others, to get rid of the gas 
chamber. He supports that 

notion.
Olney noted that Branch 

is the only county left in the 
state that still has a cham-
ber which uses carbon 
monoxide to put down ani-
mals. The commissioner 
said he had been waiting

BRANCH COUNTY COMMISSION 

Olney: End shelter 
gas chamber use

Olney

By Rebecca Boone 
and Brian Melley
The Associated Press

BURNS, Ore. — Father-
and-son ranchers convicted 
of setting fire to federal 
grazing land reported 
to prison Monday as the 
armed anti-government 
activists who have taken 
up their cause maintained 
the occupation of a remote 
Oregon wildlife preserve.

Federal authorities made 
no immediate attempt 
to retake the Malheur 
National Wildlife Refuge 
in the remote high desert 
of eastern Oregon, which 
about two dozen activists 
seized over the weekend 
as part of a decades-long 
fight over public lands in 
the West.

There appeared to be no 
urgent reason for federal 
offi  cials to move in. No one 
has been hurt. No one is 
being held hostage. And 
the refuge is a bleak and 
forbidding stretch of wil-
derness about 300 miles 
from Portland, and it’s the 
middle of winter.

Some have complained 
that the government’s 
response to the situation in 
Oregon would have been 
more severe had the occu-
pants been Muslim or other 
minorities. 

But others said from a 
tactical standpoint, the 
government’s cautious 
response would make sense 
no matter who was holed up 
in the government building 
in the reserve.

Meanwhile, the armed 
group said it wants an 
inquiry into whether the 
government is forcing 
ranchers off their land 

OREGON STANDOFF

Standoff -
inspiring 
ranchers 
report 
to prison

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Branch 
County did not change 
much for 2016. Don Vrablic 
was again elected chairman 
in a 3-2 vote, after Dale 
Swift nominated Randall 
Hazelbaker to chair the 

fi ve-member board.
Jon Houtz and Rod 

Olney sup-
ported 
Vrablic, 
while Swift 
and Hazel-
baker voted 
for Hazel-
baker, who 

was named vice chairman.
Commissioner Olney 

wanted a policy that 
prevents any individual 
commissioner from doing 
anything that “can cause 
undo work and expenses 
by  asking our  attor-
neys, or Bud (Norman, 
county administrator), 

BRANCH COUNTY COMMISSION

No changes for 2016 reorganization

Swift Hazelbaker Olney

Brandi Killian reads a story to Cameron and Kannon. JENNIFER COE-HARRIS PHOTOS

ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS

Little ones enjoy story 
time at the library

Little 
Kannon 
enjoys lap 
time at 
the library. 

SEE STANDOFF,  A5

SEE GAS CHAMBER,  A5

SEE COMMISSION,  A5

Commercial • Residential • Agricultural

Toll Free: (866) 444-WIRE
Phone: (517) 279-7700
679 E. Chicago Road

Coldwater, MI 49036

Home backup power. Comfort. Security. Come what may.

A permanently installed Generac home backup generator protects your home

automatically. It runs on natural gas or liquid propane (LP) fuel, and sits outside just

like a central air conditioning unit. A home backup generator delivers power directly

to your home’s electrical system, backing up your entire home

or just the most essential items.

Automatic Home
Standby Generators

Grobhiser Medical & Professional Building
600 S. Lakeview, Sturgis

360 E. Chicago St., Suite C-102, Coldwater

You don’t have
to live with pain!
You have options, contact the

Pain Management Center

.com

269-625-9150
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

Friday, January 8, 
2016
■  AA: closed meeting at noon 
and open meeting at 8 p.m. at 
23 ½   S. Monroe St., Coldwater, 
behind Shorty’s Barber Shop.
■  The Branch County 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, 220 N. Michigan 
Ave., Coldwater, is collecting 
old cell phones to be recycled. 
For more information, call 
(517) 278-SAFE (7233).
■  We Do Recover group of 
Narcotics Anonymous will 
gather at 8 p.m. for a meeting 
at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 2, 
Coldwater. Call (269) 841-7091 
for more information.
■  The Community 
Health Center of Branch 
County Lobby Gift Shop is 
open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
■  Dr. Robert Browne Aquatic 
Center - 9 a.m. - 10 a.m. Water 
Aerobics in warm water pool. 
Cost is $5 for members and $8 
for non-members. Discount 
passes available for purchase 
as well.
■  AA Closed: AA meeting 4:30 
p.m. & 7 p.m. at 22 W. Pearl St.
■  Community Action will 
offer Euchre from 1-3:30 p.m.
■  Walk for ME will meet at 
Heritage Park in Coldwater. 
Call (517) 781-6499 for more 
information.
■  Coldwater Recreation 
Lanes bowling alley will offer 
bowling for senior citizens at 
12:30 p.m.
■  The Habitat for Human-
ity Resale Store, located in 
the former Walters Building 
Supply buildings on US-12 
between Coldwater and 
Quincy, will be open from 3-7 
p.m.
■  The Branch District Library, 
10 E. Chicago St., Coldwater, 
is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 278-2341.
■  The Algansee Branch 
Library, 580-B S. Ray Quincy 
Rd., is open from 1 p.m. to 6 
p.m. For more information, 
call (517) 639-9830.
■  The Bronson Branch 
Library, 207 N. Matteson , is 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 369-3785.
■  Quincy Branch Library, 11 
N. Main St. Open 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. For more information call 
(517) 639-4001.
■  Union Township Branch 
Library, 195 N. Broadway , is 
open from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. For more information, 
call (517) 741-5061.
■  The Friendship Center, 155 

S. Monroe St., Coldwater, is 
open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For more information, call 
517-227-5104.
■  The H&C Burnside Senior 
Center is open from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Exercise room open 8 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Library open 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Billiard 
room open 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., 
Wood shop open 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m., Mexican Train Dominoes 
1 p.m., Pinochle 1 p.m., Tap 
Dance lessons 1 p.m., Euchre 
1:15 p.m., Dance 6 p.m.
■  Branch County Senior 
Dining Center Branch County 
CAA offi ce serving lunch at 
noon. Call 517-279-8249 for 
more information.
■  We Do Recover group of 
Narcotics Anonymous will 
gather at 8 p.m. for a meeting 
at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 2, 
Coldwater. Call (269) 841-7091 
for more information.
■  Reformers Unanimous 
Addiction Program will gather 
at 7 p.m. at the Calvary 
Baptist Church, 770 E. Chicago 
Rd., Quincy. Call (517) 639-
4239 for more information.
■  AA: 8 p.m. at Union City 
Wesleyan Church.
■  Habitat for Humanity has a 
Nu-Wool trailer for newspaper 
and phone book recycling at 
Needham Floors (the former 
Albright building) on M-60, 
Union City.
■  The Annex, 98 N. Broad St., 
Hillsdale, will be open from 
6-12 p.m. with modern kara-
oke for the younger and older 
set at 8 p.m.
■  Grounded In Grace Coffee 
Shop, 300 E. Chicago, Jones-
ville, in the Fellowship Hall of 
the First Presbyterian Church, 
will be open 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays and 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. with Keurig 
style drinks. Enter off Church 
St. entrance. 10% of each 
month’s proceeds will be 
given to a local designated 
community outreach or 
non-profi t agency. Come 
and support a local outreach 
and enjoy something warm 
to drink and eat. We serve 
crepes.
■  Non-smoking AA at 9 
a.m. in the downstairs at the 
Hope House, 401 W. Chicago, 
Jonesville.
—If you have events you 
wish to place in the cal-
endar please email them 
to mbeckmeyer@thedai-
lyreporter.com or FAX to 
517-278-6041. All calendar 
event submissions must be 
received 10 days in advance 
of event.

BRONSON JR. SR. HIGH SCHOOL 

Students of the month 
for November announced 

By Julia Baratta
For Gatehouse Media

BRONSON — One of the 
busiest groups in Bronson, 
the Friends of the Bronson 
Library, have a full slate of 
fundraising activities and a 
mission to uphold.

The group’s mission 
statement reads, “The 
purpose of this organiza-
tion is to promote interest 
in books and libraries; to 
stimulate the use of the 
library’s resources and 
services; to support the 
freedom to read; and to 
encourage gifts, endow-
ments and bequests to 
the library,” and they are 
always encouraging the 
appreciation of the library.

The many fundraising 
activities have assisted with 
the payment on the princi-
pal portion of the loan for 
Library’s the new media 
center. In 2015 alone, they 
paid over $20,000 on the 
loan. The money was raised 
from the various and sundry 
activities the group spon-
sors and organizes.

Some of the larger, and 
more involved, fundraisers 
include the Golf Scram-
ble, held at the Coldwater 

Gold Course, the Tea and 
Garden Tour, and the Terri 
Lynn Nut Sale, which are 
annual events. A quilt has 
been donated for the past 
few years giving the group 
an opportunity to sell raffle 
tickets. The fall collection 
of black walnuts has added 
to the till while book sales 
are a common practice to 
clean out the numerous 
donations of books and 
other materials.

The Friends have so many 
books, currently, that there 
will be a sale during library 
hours through Saturday, 
Jan. 9, with a bag costing 
only $3 to fill.

Another project they 
work on is the selling of 
memorial/appreciation 
bricks in the library/town-
ship hall patio. There are a 
couple of sizes to pick from 
and priced accordingly.

The Friends are also 
working to help make the 
library and literacy an 
important part of the com-
munity. They are set up at 
many of the community 
functions to promote the 
activities of the library and 
the materials available to 
the public. They also do a 
special bake sale on ‘Make 

a Difference Day’ where all 
the funds raised that day are 
used to purchase new mate-
rials for the library.

Anyone interested in 

joining the Friends of the 
Bronson Library are wel-
come to call the library at 
517-369-3785 with any 
questions.

ORGANIZATION CORNER

Friends of the Bronson 
Library supports BDL

Lynnell Eash, Bronson Library manager, assists Friends member Jim 
Eash as he adds a brick to the patio. JULIA BARATTA PHOTO

Bronson Jr. Sr. High School Students of the month for November. COURTESY PHOTO

Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2016
■  Corey Alan Childress, proba-
tion violation.
■  Scott Daniel Feldbauer, war-
rant – failure to appear, hold 
– Calhoun County.
■  Matthew Richard Siefken, 
operating under the infl uence 
of liquor – third, transporting an 
open container.
■  Codie Lee Young, motor vehi-
cle theft (times three), breaking 
and entering into building with 
intent.
■  Kristy Marie Wermer, war-
rant – probation violation.
—The Branch County Sher-
iff’s Office reported one car/
deer accident and a jail popu-
lation of 124 inmates, with 
101 males and 23 females.

JAIL COMMITMENTS

Final Weigh-In
Is Saturday,

March 26, 2016

To be part of the 11 week contest, you must weigh-in on
Saturday, January 9th. At the kick-off there will be vendors

with booths and samples. All questions, concerns, comments
can be answered at the kick-off on Saturday.

Get FIT Challenge

Sponsored by the:

&

Fitness Program towards a Longer, Stronger, Healthier Life!

WEEKLY 
Drawings

1st Place

$400
Male & Female

plus 1 Year Membership to
Great Lakes Health & Fitness

2nd Place

$200
Male & Female

Kick Off Weigh-In
Saturday, January 9, 2016

9 am to 2 pm

Plus…

At Great Lakes Health & Fitness
603 East Chicago Rd., Coldwater
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MAKING IT RIGHT

The staff members of The Daily Reporter value accu-
racy and try hard to avoid mistakes. If you see an 
inaccuracy in any news item, please bring it to our 
attention so we can set the record straight. Call 517-
278-2318 or email editor@thedailyreporter.com.

Visit our website at

for the latest news and top stories
www.thedailyreporter.com

DEATH NOTICES

Online at www.thedailyreporter.com

15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI 49036-1912
Phone: 517-278-2318; Fax: 517-278-6041

A Division of GateHouse Media Inc.
The Daily Reporter, ISSN 0745-6794 is published daily except

Sunday, New year’s Day, Memorial Day, July 4, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving Day and Christmas. Periodical postage paid at

Coldwater, MI. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
The Daily Reporter, 15 W. Pearl St., Coldwater, MI 49036-1912

Publisher’s statement
Publisher shall not be liable for damage arising out of errors in advertisements

beyond the amount paid for space actually occupied by that portion of the
advertisement in which the error occurred, whether such error is because of

negligence of the publisher’s employees or otherwise , and there shall be in liability for
non-insertion of any advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement.

The term length above reflects basic subscription rates, including TV Times, without other
surcharges. Reminder, due to the size and value of premium editions there will be up to a $2.00
surcharge on each date of premium. However, rather than assess an extra charge for premium

editions we will adjust the length of your subscription, which accelerates the expiration of your
subscription, when you receive these premium editions.  There will be no more than 25 premium

editions per calendar year.  For more information or to cancel your subscription please call
517-278-2318. Print delivery available within the newspaper distribution area only. By submitting

your address and/or email, you understand that you may receive promotional offers from
GateHouse Media, Inc. A one-time $4.95 activation fee applies.

Daniel Tollefson, President & Publisher
dtollefson@gatehousemedia.com

Amanda VanAuker, Executive Editor
avanauker@thedailyreporter.com

Lisa Vickers, Regional Advertising Director
lvickers@thedailyreporter.com

Karen Allard, Circulation Manager
kallard@thedailyreporter.com
Troy Tennyson, Sports Editor

ttennyson@thedailyreporter.com
Nichole Fullbright, Controller nfullbright@hillsdale.net

Classifieds classified@thedailyreporter.com
Tearsheets tearsheets@thedailyreporter.com

and use photos to explain.
Send along with your name and daytime phone

number to newsroom@thedailyreporter.com
or mail/drop off to:
The Daily Reporter

15 West Pearl Street
Coldwater, MI 49036
and we’ll run them in

our newspaper
and online at

www.thedailyreporter.com

TELL US ABOUT YOUR

Spring has arrived, and gardeners who have
been hibernating will begin their preparing
and planting. What gardening tips do you

have that you can share with the community?
Share your tips by sending them to us along with photos of your

success from former seasons. Please limit your
comments to less than 200 words.

Share your
GARDENING TIPS

SUBMIT SPRING GARDENING PHOTOS & STORIES
to newsroom@thedailyreporter.com

or mail/drop off to The Daily Reporter,
15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI 49036

and we’ll run them in our print edition and online at
www.thedailyreporter.com

Forecast for Coldwater
LOCAL ALMANAC

SUN & MOON

Bronson

Toledo

Coldwater

Kalamazoo

Holland

Ann Arbor

Lansing
Flint

Grand Rapids

Saginaw

Adrian

TODAY

Frigid; a little p.m. 
snow, up to 1” 16°

HIGH:

TONIGHT
Mostly cloudy and 
cold with some 
snow

LOW:

First Full Last New

Feb Jan 31Jan 23Jan 16

Statistics through 5 p.m. yesterday

Precip. 24 hrs. through 5 p.m. yest. 0.1
High / Low temperatures 25° / 

 Today Thursday
Sunrise 8:06 a.m. 8:06 a.m
Sunset 5:31 p.m. 5:32 p.m
Moonrise 10:17 a.m. 10:52 a.m
Moonset 9:57 p.m. 11:06 p.m

THURSDAY

Rather cloudy and 
not as cold LOW: 34°

HIGH: 36°

HIGH:
LOW: 29°

Occasional snow 
and rain

39°
FRIDAY

15°

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2016

16/15
16/15

18/17

24/22

16/13

18/13
21/16

21/17

21/16

15/14

Shown is today's weather. Temperatures 
are today's highs and tonight's lows.

18/16

COLDWATER — Helen 
I. Reiter-Wortz-Wesner 
passed away Jan. 10, 
2016 at Masonville Place, 

Coldwater, Michigan. She 
was born July 26, 1920 in 
Crawford County Ohio. 
Memorial Service will be 

held at a later date. Preferred 
Memorials to Pine Ridge 
Bible Church, 210 Quincy-
Ray Rd. Quincy, MI. 49082

HELEN I. REITER-WORTZ-WESNER 1920-2016

COLDWATER — Carol 
Anne Bovee, 71, formerly 
of Coldwater, passed 
away January 11, 2016. 
Services will be held on 

Thursday at 11 a.m. at the 
Putnam Funeral Home 
in Coldwater with Pastor 
Jeff Bream officiating.

The family was assisted 

by Putnam Funeral Home 
517⁄278-2311 www.putnam-
funeralhome.com.

CAROL ANNE BOVEE

FREMONT — John 
Lucien Zimmerman, 82, 
of Fremont, Indiana, 
formerly of Coldwater, 
Michigan, passed away 

January 9, 2016 at his 
place of residence. He 
was born December 19, 
1933 in Inkster, Michi-
gan. Funeral services 

are pending and will be 
announced by Beams 
Funeral Home in Fre-
mont, Indiana.

JOHN LUCIEN ZIMMERMAN 1933-2016

Snowmen collection displayed 

Judy Groholske’s snowman collection will be featured for the month of January at the Coldwater 
branch of the Branch District Library. COURTESY PHOTO

Monday, Jan. 11, 
2016
■ Accident, 600 block of 
Clarendon Rd., 12:59 a.m.
■ Hit and run accident, 700 
block of Janesville Rd., 8:09 

a.m.
■ Property damage acci-
dent (PDA), 400 block of E. 
County Line Rd., 4:19 p.m.
■ PDA, 600 block of E. Chi-
cago St., 5:11 p.m.
■ Fraudulent activities, 500 

block of E. Chicago St., 5:42 
p.m.
■ PDA, 50 block of Division 
St., 8:01 p.m.
■  PDA, 200 block of N. Ray 
Quincy Rd., 10:03 p.m.

911 

Monday, Jan. 11, 
2016
■ Austin Hunter Bond, liquor 
violation/other.
■ Mandy Lea Robertson, no 
operator’s license.
■ Robert D. Taylor, driving 
while license suspended.
■ Trey Ian Malovey, failure to 
appear.

The Branch County 
Sheriff’s Department 
reported a jail population 
of 125 inmates, with 104 
males and 21 females.

JAIL 
COMMITMENTS

Today is Wednesday, 
Jan. 13, the 13th day of 
2016. There are 353 days 
left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Jan. 13, 1966, Robert 
C. Weaver was nominated 
to be Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development 
by President Lyndon B. 
Johnson; Weaver became 
the first black Cabinet 
member.

On this date:
In 1733, James Ogletho-

rpe and some 120 
English colonists arrived 
at Charleston, South 
Carolina, while en route 
to settle in present-day 
Georgia.

In 1794, 
President George Wash-
ington approved a measure 
adding two stars and two 
stripes to the American 
flag, following the admis-
sion of Vermont and 
Kentucky to the Union. 
(The number of stripes 
was later reduced to the 
original 13.)

In 1864, American song-
writer Stephen Foster died 
in poverty in a New York 
hospital at age 37.

In 1898, Emile Zola’s 
famous defense of 
Capt. Alfred Dreyfus, 
“J’accuse,” (zhah-KOOZ’) 
was published in Paris.

In 1915, a magnitude-7 
earthquake centered in 
Avezzano, Italy, claimed 
some 30,000 lives.

In 1941, a new law went 
into effect granting Puerto 
Ricans U.S. birthright 
citizenship. Novelist and 
poet James Joyce died in 
Zurich, Switzerland, less 
than a month before his 

59th birthday.
In 1962, comedian 

Ernie Kovacs died in a car 
crash in west Los Angeles 
10 days before his 43rd 
birthday.

In 1976, Sarah Caldwell 
became the first woman 
to conduct at New York’s 
Metropolitan Opera House 
as she led a performance of 
“La Traviata.”

In 1978, former Vice 
President Hubert H. Hum-
phrey died in Waverly, 
Minnesota, at age 66.

In 1982, an Air Florida 
737 crashed into Wash-
ington, D.C.’s 14th Street 
Bridge and fell into the 
Potomac River while trying 
to take off during a snow-
storm, killing a total of 78 
people; four passengers and 
a flight attendant survived.

In 1990, L. Douglas 
Wilder of Virginia became 
the nation’s first elected 
black governor as he 
took the oath of office in 
Richmond.

In 2014, a shooting at a 
Wesley Chapel, Florida, 
movie theater left Chad 
Oulson, 43, dead; retired 
Tampa police captain 
Curtis Reeves, 71, is 
accused of killing Oulson 
during what authorities 
said was an argument over 
Oulson’s texting.

Ten years ago: President 
George W. Bush met with 
Germany’s new chancel-
lor, Angela Merkel, at the 
White House. A U.S. Army 
OH-58 Kiowa helicopter 
went down near Mosul 
after coming to the aid of 
Iraqi police under hostile 
fire; its two pilots were 
killed. A U.S. missile 
strike in Pakistan killed a 
relative of al-Qaida’s No. 2 
leader Ayman al-Zawahri 
(AY’-muhn ahl-ZWAH’-
ree) and a terror suspect, 

but also 13 residents, 
prompting outrage among 
Pakistanis.

Five years ago: Vice 
President Joe Biden 
became the first top U.S. 
official to visit Iraq since 
the country approved 
a new Cabinet; Biden 
emphasized to Iraqi lead-
ers that the U.S. wanted 
nothing more than for 
Iraq to be free and demo-
cratic. A funeral was 
held in Tucson, Arizona, 
for 9-year-old Chris-
tina Taylor Green, the 
youngest victim of a 
mass shooting that also 
claimed five other lives 
and critically wounded 
Congresswoman Gabrielle 
Giffords.

 TODAY IN HISTORY

By Andrew Dodson
The Bay City Times

BAY CITY — Bay City offi-
cials are calling for a more 
aggressive approach to plow-
ing snow from all city streets 
after a storm. 

That’ll mean pretreat-
ing all intersections with 
salt, plowing from curb to 
curb and fast cleanup after a 
storm. The plan will hinge on 
getting vehicles off the streets 
so crews can do their work.

“I want our city to become 
a model when it comes to 
snow removal,” City Man-
ager Rick Finn told The Bay 
City Times. “We’re commit-
ted to improving services and 
this is a big piece of that.”

The Bay City Commis-
sion learned about the new 
approach at a meeting last 
week, when Public Works 
Director Bill Bohlen broke 
down the new program and 
previewed ordinance amend-
ments that the commission 
is expected to vote on in the 
coming months.

City officials are going to 
introduce an ordinance that 
would allow the city manager 
to call for a snow emergency 
when the weather forecast 
calls for a snowstorm of 6 
inches or more. There isn’t 
any type of similar ordinance 
on the books.

“By issuing a snow emer-
gency, we can get the word 
out and work quicker with the 
community to get cars off the 
streets,” Bohlen said.

In the past, cars left on the 
street have prevented city 
plow crews from clearing 
snow efficiently and effec-
tively, officials said.

The city has provisions in 
place to ticket those motor-
ists or even tow their cars. 
According to the city’s code 
of ordinances, from Nov. 15 
through March 31, overnight 
parking is allowed only on 
the odd-numbered side of 
the street on odd-numbered 
days and vice-versa for even-
numbered days during a snow 
event.

CLEARING STREETS

City gets 
aggressive 
on plowing 
away snow

Are you trying to navigate the Medicare
Enrollment Process alone and getting lost

along the way?  Say goodbye to the
headache of trying to read through all the
paperwork and make sense of which plan

offers what!  We can walk you right through
the process – step-by-step – and help you
make sense of all of your choices. There is
no cost to work with us and we can offer

coverage from multiple companies including
Blue Cross, Humana, Omaha Insurance

and many more - 
all with extremely competitive pricing. 

Turning 65 or new
to Medicare?

SAY GOODBYE TO
THE HEADACHES

OF MEDICARE
ENROLLMENT!
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