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BRONSON — Andy 
and Diana Hemker have 
been thankful for the com-
munity support they have 
experienced through the 
last six months as they have 
worked through a diffi  cult 
trial after a skid loader 
accident May 23.

Hemker and his son, 
Wyatt, were injured when 
the skid loader they were 
riding on exploded, caus-
ing severe burns on both 
of their bodies.

Since then, they have 
spent time at the Bor-
gess Methodist Hospital 
in Kalamazoo, recovering 
from the surgeries and skin 
grafts.

“We are extremely thank-
ful for family, friends, the 
community and our church 
family who came out and 
supported us at the benefi t 
dinner,” Hemker said. “It 
helped a lot.”

The doctors told them 
that it would take one to 
two years for total healing, 
but to understand that 
the injuries will always be 
there, providing the family 
with a new normal. As 
Wyatt grows, he may need 
some more surgeries, but 
currently he is doing very 
well.

“He is down to one to 
two days a week of physi-
cal therapy,” Hemker said. 
“He is doing awesome.”

Wyatt is in the kinder-
garten class at Anderson 

Elementary School, and the 
staff  at the school help him 
with his stretching exer-
cises during the school day.

As for Hemker, he was 
back to work when he had 
another accident and fell, 
causing the skin grafts to 
rip.

He had another surgery 
to repair the injury with a 
two- by four-inch skin graft 
off his leg. The surgeons 
also did a release cut of 
three inches, assisting the 
skin to stretch more easily.

“If my skin had been able 
to stretch, I wouldn’t have 
gotten hurt,” Hemker said.

He will be off work for 
approximately one to two 
months as he recovers.

He did get to attend 
a special conference in 

Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
introducing him to another 
community. 

It was the Phoenix Soci-
ety World Burn Congress 
out of Grand Rapids.

“You realize all who have 
dealt with the same things,” 
Hemker said, referring to 
the other attendees.

The conference helps 
those  who have been 
burned and how to deal 
with the eff ects of this life-
long injury.

Next year, the Congress 
will be held in Rhode 
Island, where the entire 
family will attend.

“There are even pro-
grams for 6-year-olds 
held there,” Hemker said. 
“We will go together as a 
family.”
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Hemkers work through diffi  cult recovery
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QUINCY — The Quincy 
branch of the Branch Dis-
trict Library recently held 
its annual fall sale, with 
hundreds of books cov-
ering a myriad of topics 
displayed for shoppers to 
purchase.

Staff  off ered a special on 
book bags at a cost of $5, 

and all the books a person 
could fi t in them were free.

Several  people took 
advantage of the deal, 
which helps the library. 
The Quincy Friends of the 
Library run the sale. They 
also have one in the spring 
and a small one during 
Quincy Daze.

The monies raised will 
be used for various library 
needs and programs.

ANNUAL EVENT

Quincy Library 
hosts book sale 

A number of shoppers perused the books located in just one of the three rooms of 
items during the Quincy Library fall book sale. JULIA BARATTA PHOTOS
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