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and use photos to explain.
Send along with your name and daytime phone

number to newsroom@thedailyreporter.com
or mail/drop off to:
The Daily Reporter

15 West Pearl Street
Coldwater, MI 49036
and we’ll run them in

our newspaper
and online at

www.thedailyreporter.com

TELL US ABOUT YOUR

Spring has arrived, and gardeners who have
been hibernating will begin their preparing
and planting. What gardening tips do you

have that you can share with the community?
Share your tips by sending them to us along with photos of your

success from former seasons. Please limit your
comments to less than 200 words.

Share your
GARDENING TIPS

SUBMIT SPRING GARDENING PHOTOS & STORIES
to newsroom@thedailyreporter.com

or mail/drop off to The Daily Reporter,
15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI 49036

and we’ll run them in our print edition and online at
www.thedailyreporter.com

1 Big Boy Cruise 
In Food Drive
WHAT Food Drive for the 
Branch Area Food Pantry
WHEN 5:30-8:30 p.m. , 
Monday, August 24
WHERE Big Boy Restaurant
DETAILS Bring a non-
perishable food item to the 
cruise in. Denise Bush's 
large shopping cart will pick 
up the donations at your 
vehicle.

2 Sunday 
Evening Concert
WHAT The Yoder Family 
Singers with Blake Steven-
son
WHEN 6 p.m. Sunday, 
August 16
WHERE Northview Chris-
tian Church, 539 N. Union 
City Rd.
DETAILS This free concert 
is being off ered to public, 
with a love off ering being 
taken, at the church's 
outdoor amphitheater. Bring 
a lawn chair or a blanket. 
Plenty of parking available. 
For more information visit 
www.northviewchristian.net 
or call 279-9806.

3 Concert
WHAT Quincy evening in the 
park featuring Those Three 
Guys
WHERE Quincy Park on 
North Main Street
WHEN 7 p.m. Thursdays, 
August 20
DETAILS The event is free 
with donations benefi ting 
the Local Area Veterans by 
Altrusa. Bring a lawn chair 
or blanket and enjoy the 
entertainment.
See more Find our com-
plete calendar inside, A3
How to list your event 
Send your event and contact
information to dsand-
strom@thedailyreporter.
com or call 517-278-2318. 
Please submit events ten 
days in advance.

3 THINGS TO DO

ORLAND, INDIANA 
— Beth M. Priddy, 70, 
of Orland, Indiana died 
Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2015 
at her home.

 She was born May 16, 
1945 in Coldwater, Michi-
gan to Arthur and Ethelyn 
(Flint) Barnes.

She married Danny 
Priddy Sr. on July 2, 2000.

 She enjoyed her fl ower 
gardens, but most of all 
she loved her family.

 Surviving are her hus-
band, Danny Priddy Sr. 
of Orland, Indiana; three 
daughters, Betsy (Steve) 
Eyrich of Angola, Indi-
ana, Gay (Steve) Parnin 
of Angola, Indiana and 
Richelle Rastetter of Ken-
dallville, Indiana; one son, 
David (Danielle) Laughry 
of Nappanee, Indiana; 
three stepsons, Anthony 
(Karen) Priddy of 

Missouri, Daniel Priddy of 
Indiana and Danny Priddy 
Jr. of Auburn, Indiana; 
one brother, Ted (Sharon) 
Barnes of Coldwater, 
Michigan; one sister, 
Dawne (Wendell) Knapp 
of Coldwater, Michigan; 

two sister-in-laws, Pam 
Barnes of Phoenix, Ari-
zona and Carol Barnes of 
Coldwater, Michigan; 14 
grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.

 She was preceded in 
death by her parents 
and two brothers, Bruce 
Barnes and Steve Barnes.

 There will be no ser-
vices at this time.

 Memorials in Beth’s 
memory may be made 
to the Steuben County 
Cancer Association, PO 
Box 28, Angola, Indiana 
46703 or to the family c/o 
Danny Priddy Sr.

 You may sign the guest-
book at www.weichtfh.
com

LOCAL ARRANGE-
MENTS HANDLED 
BY THE WEICHT 
FUNERAL HOME, 
ANGOLA, INDIANA

Beth M. Priddy

McNeil wins short 
story contest at library 

Denise Yennie awards Nancy McNeil as the winner of 
the Branch District Library’s short story contest. COUR-
TESY PHOTO

Thursday, Aug. 
13, 2015
■ Parking complaint, 100 
block of N. Lincoln St., 4:37 
a.m.
■ Parking complaint, 300 
block of Smith St., 9:11 a.m.
■ Threat, 600 block of E. 
Chicago St., 11:00 a.m.
■ Larceny, Branch County 
Fairgrounds, 11:09 a.m.
■ Larceny, 500 block of 
Maple Ln., 11:18 a.m.
■ Fraudulent activities, 
500 block of Division St., 
1:23 p.m.
■ Burglary, 1000 block of 
Clarendon Rd., 1:45 p.m.
■ Pet bite, 300 block of E. 
Chicago St., 1:56 p.m.
■ Property damage 
accident, 300 block of N. 
Broadway St., 4:45 p.m.

911 

 Today is Saturday, August 
15, the 227th day of 2015. 
There are 138 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:
On August 15, 1945, Japan’s 
Emperor Hirohito announced 
in a recorded radio address 
that his country had accepted 
terms of surrender for ending 
World War II.

On this date:
In 1057, Macbeth, King of 
Scots, was killed in battle by 
Malcolm, the eldest son of 
King Duncan, whom Macbeth 
had slain.
In 1483, the Sistine Chapel 
was consecrated by Pope 
Sixtus IV.
In 1812, the Battle of 
Fort Dearborn took place 
as Potawatomi warriors 
attacked a U.S. military gar-
rison of about 100 people. 
(Most of the garrison was 
killed, while the remainder 
were taken prisoner.)

In 1914, the Panama Canal 
offi  cially opened as the SS 
Ancon crossed the just-com-
pleted waterway between the 
Pacifi c and Atlantic oceans.
In 1935, humorist Will Rogers 
and aviator Wiley Post were 
killed when their airplane 
crashed near Point Barrow in 
the Alaska Territory.
In 1939, the MGM musical 
“The Wizard of Oz” opened 
at the Grauman’s Chinese 
Theater in Hollywood.
In 1947, India became 
independent after some 200 
years of British rule.
In 1965, The Beatles played 
to a crowd of more than 
55,000 at New York’s Shea 
Stadium.
In 1969, the Woodstock 
Music and Art Fair opened in 
upstate New York.
In 1974, a gunman attempted 
to shoot South Korean Presi-
dent Park Chung-hee during 
a speech; although Park was 
unhurt, his wife, Yuk Young-
soo, was struck and killed, 
along with a teenage girl. (The 
gunman was later executed.)

 TODAY IN HISTORY

Forecast for Coldwater
LOCAL ALMANAC

SUN & MOON

Bronson

Toledo

Coldwater

Kalamazoo

Holland

Ann Arbor

Lansing
Flint

Grand Rapids

Saginaw

Adrian

TODAY

Periods of sun with 
a shower or t-storm 87°

HIGH:

TONIGHT

Mainly clear LOW:

First Full Last New

Sep 13Sep 5Aug 29Aug 22

Statistics through 5 p.m. yesterday

Precip. 24 hrs. through 5 p.m. yest. 0.00”
High / Low temperatures 84° / 64°

 Today Sunday
Sunrise 6:48 a.m. 6:49 a.m.
Sunset 8:41 p.m. 8:39 p.m.
Moonrise 7:48 a.m. 8:45 a.m.
Moonset 9:04 p.m. 9:33 p.m.

SUNDAY

Mostly sunny, very 
warm and humid LOW: 67°

HIGH: 88°

HIGH:
LOW: 67°

A stray afternoon 
thunderstorm

87°
MONDAY

65°

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2015

87/67
87/65

90/68

87/69

88/63

89/68
90/68

90/68

88/68

90/67

Shown is today's weather. Temperatures 
are today's highs and tonight's lows.

88/67
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ine residents, and keep a safe distance from other recreationists. Always wear appropriate protective clothing, including a Coarecommends a minimum operator age of 16 years old. Always observe applicable laws and regulations. Respect the rights of shorel

without incurring any obligations. Always ride responsibly and safely. BRP reserves the right, at any time, to discontinue or change specifications, prices, designs, features, models or equipments 
ld or combined with any other offer unless expressly stated herein. Other conditions and some restrictions may applyup to $1,500 rebate. Rebate amount depends on the model purchased. While quantities last. Offer may not be assigned, traded, so

 Eligible units are new and unused 2015 and prior Sea-Doo PWC models. The buyer of an eligible 2015 model will receive up to $1
. See your participating BRP dealer for all details and to receive a copy of the BRP Limited Warranty. Exception for Florida residents who will receive the 24-month BRP Limited W

Eligible units are new and unused 2015 and prior Sea-Doo® PWC models. The buyer of an eligible model will receive a 12-month 
ange at any time without notice. Certain conditions may applyto August 31, 2015. The terms and conditions may vary depending on your state and these offers are subject to termination or ch

products U.S.A., the In affiliates. its or BRP of trademarks are logo BRP 

 

  

. Remember that riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. 2107751.
ine residents, and keep a safe distance from other recreationists. Always wear appropriate protective clothing, including a Coa

. Follow all instructional and safety materials. BRP without incurring any obligations. Always ride responsibly and safely
ld or combined with any other offer unless expressly stated herein. Other conditions and some restrictions may apply
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626 Lake Drive • Coldwater MI • 517-238-2777
www.ColdwaterLakeMarina.com M-F 9-5 • Sat. 9-3 • Sun. 12-3

Almost
Like

Home of
Branch
County

Call Us Today For
Availability!

Alzheimer’s &
Dementia
Care in a

Real Home

502 West Chicago Road
Bronson, MI 49028

Contact Stacy Herman at (517) 677-1091
License #AF120308354
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Tres Amigos entertained the large crowd gathered in 
the park. 

By Julia Baratta
For GateHouse Media 

BRONSON — The Concert 
in the Park series in Bronson 
held their third installment, 
as the Tres Amigos performed 
Monday.

The four-member band 
entertained the crowd of over 
50 for almost an hour, despite 
threatening clouds over-
head. The storm held off , and 
attendees enjoyed the sounds 
of a variety of guitars in gradu-
ating sizes and an accordion, 
along with lyrics in Spanish. 

The group performed "La 
Bamba" to the delight of the 
audience. For those who didn’t 
bring supper along, Century 
Bank and Trust provided 
free popcorn, water and pop-
sicles. Max Romero, who also 
served as the emcee, and Lind-
sey Sikorski kept the crowd 
comfortable throughout the 
concert. Century Bank will be 
at the Aug. 31 concert, as well.

On Monday, Aug. 24, the 
Concert in the Park will host 
the Smoking Blues band at 7 
p.m.

Tres Amigos perform 
for a grande crowd

By Julia Baratta
For GateHouse Media

COLDWATER — Sue 
Houchen of Litchfi eld has 
a passion for quilts and 
has turned it into a way to 
make a little extra money. 
She creates quilts and 
does presentations about 
the history of quilting, and 
she recently brought her 
quilts and presentation to 
the Branch District Library.

Houchen began her 
sewing career when she 
was 7 years old, when her 
grandma taught her to 
sew. She made fashion doll 
clothing with the assistance 
of her grandmother and her 
4-H leaders in Litchfi eld. 
Her quilting occupation 
came several years later, 
after she retired from being 
a home economics teacher.

After Houchen remar-
ried, her interest in quilts 
was amplifi ed, as her new 
husband’s fascination with 
antiques began to comple-
ment the collection.

Soon, they were collect-
ing various textile-related 
items to decorate and use 
within their home. Cur-
rently, they have a number 
of needle cabinets and spool 
cabinets that they make 
use of, and a loft where 
Houchen likes to display 
a myriad of old fashioned 
tools and equipment.

Houchen has delved into 
the history of quilts, as well, 
and shared numerous ref-
erences to quilting through 
the years. During barn rais-
ings in the old days, the 
women would often hold 
a quilting bee as the men 
were working. The par-
ticipants of the work bees 
would come together for a 
meal and fellowship, before 

returning to the work at 
hand.

Unfortunately, people 
lost interest in making and 
appreciating quilts as the 
years went by. In the 1970s, 
a new revival was emerging 
with an interest in many of 
the home arts and needle 
works. The bicentennial 
that was celebrated in 
1976 truly inspired a new 
generation to enjoy the art 
of quilting.

And as recent as 2013, 
quilting has become recog-
nized as an art form. The 
Grand Rapids Art Prize 
competition awarded the 
top prize to a 5-foot by 
20-foot, four-paneled, 
panoramic quilted picture 
called “Sleeping Bear Dune 
Lakeshore” during that 
year.

Houchen's presenta-
tion included many slides 
of various quilts, and a 
number of examples were 
displayed on the tables sur-
rounding the room.

One exceptional quilt 

was a redwork signature 
one made in 1899 in Fal-
mouth, Kentucky. Her 
great-great-grandmother 
purchased a block for it 
and embroidered a group 
of signatures. It was then 
added to the quilt and the 
blanket was completed 

and raffl  ed off . Her grand-
mother had purchased the 
winning ticket and became 
the new owner of the fas-
cinating piece. Houchen 
intends to send it back to 
Kentucky, where it will be 
appreciate for its historical 
value.

'QUILTS TALK TO ME'

Passion turns into profi table venture

Dave Houchen shares the quilts with guests during the 
presentation. 

Sue shows the attendees a few of her original quilts.  JULIA BARATTA PHOTOS

Members use their talents with various instruments to 
put on a show for Bronson residents. JULIA BARATTA PHOTOS

BRONSON PARK 

410 East Chicago Road
Coldwater, MI  
517-278-5661

COMPUTERS
CORNWELL

COMPUTER SERVICE
Computer Repairs & Virus Removal
397 W. Chicago St. • Coldwater, MI  

(517) 278-9966

ATTORNEY
WILLIAM D. RENNER II
28 West Chicago Street • Suite 2A

517-279-7603 or 517-227-5572
cwmichlaw@hotmail.com

EXTERMINATOR

PEST
CONTROL

SCHOOLS
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN’S

PRE-SCHOOL
95 W. State St. • Coldwater, MI  

(517) 278-8061

NUMBERS
YOU
NEED

Appearing Every Wednesday
In The Daily Reporter

INSURANCE

125 W. Chicago St. • Jonesville, MI
517-849-1000

insure@barrettins.com • www.barrettins.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS (NEW & USED)

LAWN MOWER REPAIR

TATTOO AND PIERCING

CLOCK REPAIR

Modern and Antique Clocks • Free Estimates & Delivery
105 Edwin • Colon, MI

We make housecalls for Grandfather clocks, Call 1-800-440-9844
Allen Antique Barn • 9247 West Chicago Road • US 12 Allen MI

(517) 869-2888

Authorized
Service

Center For
Howard
Miller
Clocks

HALLS
COLDWATER

MASONIC TEMPLE
45 E. Chicago St. • Coldwater, MI  

(517) 278-3079
Available for: Receptions, Parties, Dances, Meetings

FLOORING
MEDICARE

MADE EASY
Medicare coverage is a

specialty with us, not a sideline.

PARTY RENTALS
“For all your party needs”

We rent:
Canopys, Tables & Chairs

Set up & delivery available
MI (517) 61SHADE

MI (517) 517-639-4703

Division of Newberry & Sons, Inc.
Rentals

www.canopysrusmi.com

877-895-3004
Specializing in room additions,

general remodeling, and garages,
as well as all your custom concrete needs!

www.dynamichardscapes.com
FREE ESTIMATES!

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Licensed and Bonded                                 A1374754

Locally owned and operated!
CONSTRUCTION / CONCRETE

Tues. - Sat. Noon to 8 pm
499 Marshall St.

Coldwater, MI 49036
relevanttattoo@yahoo.com

www.relevanttattoo.com
www.facebook.com/relevanttattoo517-227-5880

Cover Ups - Custom Tattoos • Standard & Intimate Piercings • Private Procedure Rooms
Female Body Art Specialist With International Experience

Apprentice Tattoos Available • Veteran Owned. Military Discounts.

Coldwater/Quincy Small Engine
Sales & Services, LLC.

642 East Chicago
Coldwater, MI 49036
517-278-4071

Advertise
Here

For 
Only

To
Advertise

Call
278-2318

Per
Week
4 Week Minimum

Commitment

www.orkin.com • 517-279-1214
666 East Chicago Road • Coldwater

Office: 517.924.0656
Cell: 517.462.6740

PO Box 516
Coldwater, MI 49036

INSURANCE
HEALTH INSURANCE

For All Ages
Affordable Care Act Coverage

MEDICARE COVERAGE

160 Division Street • Suite C • Coldwater, MI 49036
(517) 278-8303

Ron Budd                                  Floyd Johnson
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Complete forecast, A2

TODAY SAT SUN

77°/57° 79°/57° 78°/56°

Concert at 
Northview
COLDWATER — Andy 
Avery will perform at 6 
p.m., Sunday at Northview 
Christian Church’s concert 
bowl. Andy Avery, former 
lead singer of Journey 
will talk about his life and 
what lead him to his new 
chapter in life.  The concert 
is free to all with a free will 
off ering accepted.  

Branch County 
United Way 
Color 5K
BRANCH COUNTY 
— There is still time to reg-
ister for the Branch County 
United Way’s Living Color, 
Living United Color 5K.
The run will start at 8:30 
a.m. Saturday at Heritage 
Park soccer fi eld in Cold-
water. Those interested 
can register at the United 
Way offi  ce, 87 Marshall St., 
from noon to 6 p.m. today; 
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Thursday; 
8 a.m. to noon Friday; or 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Friday 
at the race site, or 7:30 
a.m. the morning of the 
race.
Race shirts are subject to 
availability the morning of 
the race. Participants who 
have pre-registered can 
check in and pick up their 
race packet at the same 
times listed above.

Bark for Life
BRANCH COUNTY — The 
Bark for Life walk, originally 
scheduled for Saturday at 
the city dog park, has been 
canceled with no resched-
uled date set at this time. 
For more information on 
Bark for Life and other 
opportunities to help the 
Branch County Relay for 
Life, visit their Facebook 
page. 

Keep us informed
Do you have an event, a 
meeting, a story idea or 
any type of information you 
want us to know about? We 
want to hear from you. 
We encourage organiza-
tions, groups, businesses, 
non-profi ts and individuals 
to email us at newsroom@
thedailyreporter.com. 
Please include all pertinent 
information, including the 
best way to contact you 
and a reporter will be in 
touch promptly. 

LOCAL

NATION/WORLD

Advice .............A5
Area ..... A2-3, 5, 8
Classifi ed ........A6
Comics ............A7

Nascar ............B3
Obits ...............A2
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Sports ..........B1-2

McNalls celebrate 
115th gathering
PAGE A8

KIDS LEARN 
IMPORTANT 
LIFE SKILLS
PAGE A8

ALBERT WILL NOW SERVE PRISON 
TIME IN MICHIGAN 

PAGE A5

www.TheDailyReporter.com $1

The  daily newspaper for Branch County, covering
Coldwater, Bronson, Quincy, Union City and Tekonsha

Friday, August 21, 2015

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

C OLDWATER — Children at Kids 
Club Childcare Center paraded their 
favorite stuff ed animals around Lin-

coln Learning Center Wednesday.

LIONS, TIGERS AND BEARS ... OH MY!

Kids show 
off  stuff ed 
animals 

CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT — Callie, 3, and his 
favorite stuffed dinosaur wait for the parade to 
start. Addison Hasten, 5, with her dog, Husky, and 
Brayton, 4, with his dog, Clifford, get ready for the 
parade.  Matthew, 4, waits in line with stuffed dog.  
PHOTOS BY CHRISTY HART-HARRIS

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com; @DReidTDR

COLDWATER — The 
formal vote will come 
Tuesda,y but Branch County 
Commissioners moved 
another step toward a May 
vote on a jail millage.

In a 4-1 vote — with 
Commissioner Dale Swift 
dissenting — the com-
mission work session 
suspended its policy to 
require a  request  for 
proposal to hire RQAW 
Architects and Engineers 
to do an external analysis 
of jail needs and options.

Branch County Admin-
istrator Bud Norman said 
there were others who could 
bid an RFP, but RQAW had 
become familiar with the 
jail while looking at con-
verting the visitation space 
into a female housing unit. 
The Indianapolis-based 
fi rm has offi  ces in Kalama-
zoo and has been working 
with state prisons.

One advantage of an 
external evaluation, rather 
than trying to put together 

BRANCH COUNTY 

County 
moves 
forward 
with jail 
consult

By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

COLDWATER — The 
Branch County District 
Library Board called a 
special meeting Wednes-
day night to discuss fi lling 
two open positions at the 
Coldwater branch. 

The fi rst position need-
ing to be filled was that 
of Evette Atkins, former 
director. The circum-
stances of Atkins no longer 
holding the position as 
director over all branches 
in the district was not 
made clear at the meeting. 

The board — consisting 
of president Erica Ewers, 
vice president Benjamin 
Jewell, secretary-Union 
Township Marilyn John-
son, city of Coldwater 
representative Daniel 
Gordon, Quincy repre-
sentative Susan Smith, 
Bronson representative 

Lewis Uhrig and county-
w i d e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
Martha Watson — has 
been working with Kate 
Andrade, director of Wood-
lands Library Co-Op. 

A n d r a d e  d i s c u s s e d 
restructuring the branch’s 
organization by elimi-
nating the number of 
personnel who directly 
report to the director. 

“I think that was a lot 
of Evette’s frustration, 
she had too many people 
directly reporting to her 
and she got so caught up 
in the day-to-day muck,” 
Watson said. 

Assistant director John 
Rucker is currently the 
acting director and said, “I 
think we need to keep the 
idea of adding someone to 

oversee the branch man-
gers. They are all doing a 
great job and really do not 
require any help, but it will 
take fi ve people away from 
directly reporting to the 
director.”

The board did discuss 
the possibility of adding a 
managerial-type position 

TWO POSITIONS AVAILABLE

BDL to fi ll director, public services position

Kate Pohjola Andrade (far right) discusses organizational chart structures with 
the Branch District Library Board. CHRISTY HART-HARRIS PHOTO

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Branch 
County will recycle tires for 
the public Saturday. This 
year’s program will be held 
from 9 a.m. to noon at the 
Marshall Road County 
Complex in the Human Ser-
vices Building parking lot, 
south of the Branch County 
Jail.

The state set a limit of 
seven tires per vehicle, 
but commissioners allow 
persons to make multiple 
passes through the line. 
They will accept rims along 
with the tires.

The collection will be 
taking large farm and 
loader ties this year, but 

OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC

Tire 
collection 
set for 
Saturday

SEE TIRE,  A5

SEE JAIL,  A5

SEE BDL,  A5

Palestinian ends 
66-day fast 
JERUSALEM — A Pal-
estinian held without 
charge by Israel ended 
his unprecedented 
66-day hunger strike 
Thursday, his lawyer said, 
after the Supreme Court 
ordered him released 
from detention. 

Save
up to

$300
on selectstoves andfireplaces.

387 E. Fenn Rd. • Coldwater, MI • 517-278-5018

www.thefireplacespot.com

M-F 8am-430pm • Sat & Sun CLOSED 

GLOWING EMBERS
Stove & Fireplace Shop

• Stoves• Inserts• Fireplaces

• Wood• Pellet• Gas• Electric

A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

If you or your loved one is
recovering from a surgery or

a serious illness consider
The Laurels of Coldwater

to get you home
...Sooner...Safer...Stronger

For more information about the
Laurel Way of Caring please call 517.279.9808

90 North Michigan Avenue • Coldwater, MI 49036 • www.laurelsofcoldwater.com
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JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF

ASK DR. K

ADVICE | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318
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By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com; @DReidTDR

COLDWATER — Mat-
thew Albert, 30, said he 
found religion and was 
ready for probation to con-
tinue. That did not sway 
Branch County Circuit 
Court Judge Bill O’Grady, 
who said “the defendant has 
not taken his opportunities 
seriously.”

For his latest violations 
for alcohol use and failure 
to complete Twin Counties 
probation, he will serve 23 
months to five years for 

felony drunk driving and 
fl eeing and eluding police.

Several times, he left 
alcohol and drug treatment 
unsuccessfully, “which 
shows the state has given 
him ample opportunity 
to correct that behavior,” 
Judge O’Grady said.

Given probation in 2009 
and 2010, he served time in 
the county jail for violations 
in district court. He served 
two years and three months 
in prison in Arizona in 
2010. He absconded one 
time on parole. In 2013, 
he was found drunk in Las 
Vegas and he claimed he 
had stabbed someone in 

the eye with a knife.
It was 2014 in Branch 

County when he was chased 
for 10 miles at high speed, 
after borrowing a car with 
a pistol inside and driving 
erratically. His blood alco-
hol was .16.

Judge O’Grady told 
Albert, who had moved to 
Three Rivers, “You can still 
continue on this path of 
righteousness which you 
have declared,” but that 
does not mean the court 
needs to set aside pun-
ishment, deterrence and 
protection of society.

CIRCUIT COURT 

Albert will now serve 
prison time in Michigan 

Matthew Albert

an internal plan for the 
jail, is a look at a number 
of options: Build in place 
or use modular units for 
construction? Use existing 
property behind the jail or 
to the north?

Norman said the current 
jail could be used while an 
addition is built onto it. That 
would take longer.

Additional options will 
be evaluated, such as using 
a prison, converting a ware-
house like Allegan County 
did, or building new on 
other property.

“They have been in the 
building,” Chairman Don 
Vrablic said. “They know 

what we have.”
Commissioners Jon 

Houtz and Rod Olney 
agreed.

One problem is the need 
to have a formal ballot pro-
posal ready for the clerk 
to put on the August 2016 
ballot. The deadline is May 
10.

Norman would like 
the data for decisions in 
November, so the county 
commission can evaluate 
proposals and make a deci-
sion by February. That will 
leave time for consultation 
with attorneys for the proper 
language for a millage pro-
posal. The administrator 
noted when the Council on 
Aging millage went on the 
ballot, it went back to the 
attorney for questions fi ve 

times.
Commissioner Dale Swift 

wanted to go to a formal 
RFP plan to bring in others 
to bid on the planning. He 
wanted two other firms 
that the county had talked 
to about the jail consulted.

“We could get the best 
bang for our dollar,” Swift 
said. “That’s why we have 
the policy.”

Swift expressed his opin-
ion that the project should 
be delayed.

“We haven’t had a vote to 
say we are going out for a 
millage,” he said.

“If we wait, it will delay 
things longer,” Olney said. 
“To put an RFP together is 
time consuming. This will 
give us a fast timeline, but 
also do it right.”

Norman said no matter 
how a jail is financed, the 
consultants “will tell us what 
it will cost.”

Some of the other issues 
the consultants would have 
to deal with include gather-
ing data on jail population 
over the last 10 years, includ-
ing the spike in the number 
of female inmates, as well as 
ages and classifi cations.

The county would like to 
keep staffi  ng the same. The 
number of beds would be 
determined so the cost could 
be accurately projected to 
draft the millage proposal. 
Safety concerns would also 
be reviewed.

Norman wants the study 
“to be transparent, so the 
county only builds what is 
needed.”

JAIL
From Page A1

to oversee the individual 
branch mangers of Algan-
see, Bronson, Quincy, 
Sherwood and Union 
Township. 

“I think this something 
we need to consider,” 

Jewell said. “We need to 
know if the funds are there 
to pay for an additional 
position.” 

The board agreed and 
created a search commit-
tee to discuss that issue, 
along with the possibility 
of using an employment 
service which specializes 
in libraries. 

L a s t l y,  t h e  b o a r d 
approved a “Resolution of 
Intent to Terminate Exist-
ing Lease Agreement with 
the City of Coldwater.”

“We have to give a 
one-year notice, per our 
agreement,” Jewell said. 
“This lease will be up in 
September 2016.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

resolution, the BDL Board 
wants to remain at the 
location, but is looking 
to negotiate an updated 
lease. 

The next scheduled 
meeting for the BDL 
board is at 5:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Sept. 21 at the 
Lucille E. Dearth Union 
Township Branch Library. 

BDL
From Page A1

there is a charge of $11.25 
per tractor tire and $75 per 
loader tire. Participants will 
be required to have the cor-
rect amount on hand.

The Branch County 
Board of Commissioners 
again received a grant from 
the tire recycling program 
through the Southwest 
Michigan Solid Waste 
Consortium.

TIRE
From Page A1

DEAR DOCTOR K: I’ve 
had terrible allergies this 
year, and they have caused 
repeated, severe sinus 
headaches. What’s the best 
way to treat sinus head-
aches?
DEAR READER: The 
sinuses are air-fi lled 
spaces above, between and 
beneath your eyes, fl ank-
ing your nose. Both the 
nose and sinuses are lined 
with a thin membrane 
that swells and produces 
mucus in response to 
irritation. Normally, the 
mucus from the sinuses 
drains through small 
openings, known as ostia, 
into the nose. The stuff  
you blow out when your 
nose is congested is usu-
ally mucus produced by 
the membranes that are in 
your sinuses and in your 
nose. Any condition that 
causes the nose or sinus 
membranes to become 
swollen can narrow or 
completely block the 
ostia. This results in a 
sinus headache. (I’ve put 
an illustration of this on 
my website, AskDoctorK.
com.)
Sinus headaches can occur 
in three situations:
— when the membranes 
become infl amed;
— when fl uid builds up in 
the sinuses and can’t drain 
out through the nose;
— when pressure in the 
sinuses is lower than the 
environmental air pressure. 
Allergies are a major sinus 
irritant. Viral infections or 
exposure to secondhand 
smoke, perfume or other 
inhaled chemicals also can 
cause a sinus headache. 
Whatever the cause, sinus 
headache pain is most 
often felt in the center of 
the face, the bridge of the 
nose and the cheeks. People 
with allergies are especially 
susceptible to sinus head-
aches. To treat your sinus 
headache, start with an 
over-the-counter (OTC) 
antihistamine. Histamine 
is a substance released 
during an allergic reaction; 
it causes swelling of the 
mucous membranes and 
mucus production. Antihis-
tamines block the action of 
histamine.
Some antihistamines (both 
OTC and prescription) have 
bothersome side eff ects. 
They can make you drowsy, 
slow your reaction time 
and impair your judgment. 
Older, “fi rst-generation” 
antihistamines are more 
likely to cause such eff ects.
Newer, “second-generation” 
antihistamines have fewer 
side eff ects. They are less 
likely to cause drowsiness 
and nasal dryness than the 
older ones, but still can 
cause these symptoms in 
some people. These non-
sedating medicines include 
loratadine (Claritin, others) 
and fexofenadine (Allegra). 
They are available over the 
counter. 

Second-gen 
allergy meds 
can relieve 
sinus headache

DEAR ABBY: A man I work 
with found a dog on his way 
to the offi  ce. He picked it 
up, took it home and was 
immediately talking about 
what a good playmate the 
dog would make. He said he 
tried to call the local animal 
shelter, but was put on hold 
twice, so he gave up. I felt he 
should have made more of 
an attempt to fi nd the owner 
before claiming it as his own. 
I immediately posted a free 
“found dog” ad online and, 
three weeks later, received a 
message. It turned out the 
dog belonged to a 72-year-
old woman who lives alone. 
She discovered her back door 
open one day and her dog 
missing. I put my co-worker 
in touch with the lady and 
said I’d leave it to him to do 
what he felt was best. After 
confi rming the dog was 
indeed hers, he reluctantly 
returned it to her. He is now 
telling everyone he’s very sad 
at his loss and that it was 
“almost as hard as having a 
dog put to sleep.” He’s receiv-
ing major sympathy from 
some of our co-workers who 
seem to be upset with me 
for posting the found dog 
ad. Am I wrong to think this 
small eff ort should have been 
expected in this situation, 
and what I did was the right 
thing? — DID THE RIGHT 
THING IN TEXAS
DEAR DID: I don’t think you 
did anything wrong, and I’m 
100 percent positive that 
the dog’s owner would agree 
with me. She was probably 
worried sick, wondering if her 
beloved companion was lying 
injured or dead in a ditch 
somewhere. While I appreci-
ate your co-worker feeling 
a sense of loss at having to 
return the dog, he should be 
comforted in the knowledge 
that it’s in a home where it is 
loved and cared for. And that 
is NOT comparable to having 
to have one euthanized. How-
ever, because he is grieving, 
suggest he ask the owner for 
visitation. Out of gratitude, 
she may agree.
DEAR ABBY: I have been 
with my partner, “Pat,” for 10 
years. For personal reasons, 
we have chosen not to get 
married. I call him my part-
ner because, for the majority 
of our 10 years together, we 
have lived together. We share 
multiple fi nancial commit-
ments, and he is truly my 
partner in life. My problem 
is, when I refer to Pat as my 
partner, people immedi-
ately ask me if I’m gay. I’m 
less worried about people 
thinking I might be a lesbian, 
but more that people might 
think Pat is a woman. Even 
his family members have 
remarked when I refer to him 
as my partner. I know our 
friends and family respect our 
choice to not be married, but 
I’m not sure what to call him 
other than my partner. I feel 
that “boyfriend” is too casual 
for our level of commitment. 
I don’t have a problem calling 
Pat my partner. I do have a 
problem with all the unneces-
sary confusion that follows.
What should I call the man 
I am committed to and who 
is equally committed to me, 
when we have chosen to take 
the “no ring” route together? 
— NOT SINGLE IN ST. 
LOUIS
DEAR NOT SINGLE: You 
could use “better half,” but 
I think the word “partner” 
describes your relationship 
very well. If someone asks 
if you are gay or if Pat is a 
woman, don’t be defensive — 
just say no. 

Man suff ers 
loss after 
returning 
dog found

15 West Pearl Street I Coldwater, MI 49036 I (517) 278-2318
www.thedailyreporter.com

More than just print.
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AREA&BUSINESS

H ere’s an off er: 
If you are not 
a Chamber 

member, you can join now, 
and your membership will 
extend to this time next 
year; it doesn’t expire at 
year-end as it used to. So, 
if you haven’t joined, you 
can now to pick your join-
date, and your renewal 
can be scheduled when 
it’s best for you and your 
business.

And, that’s just one 
minor Chamber change 
since the beginning of 
2014. You read it here last 
month (at least, I hope 
you did), that I believe 
EVERY business, every 
non-profi t, every organi-
zation in this community 
should be a part of the 
Chamber.

By joining, for a cost of 
less than $25 per month, 
your organization dem-
onstrates that it supports 
other businesses, cham-
pions the community, is 
a team player, and wants 
to be a part of a growing 
economy. For another 
$5-$6 per month, you can 
get all kinds of Chamber 
marketing benefi ts. Who 
wouldn’t take advantage 
of that? 

Let’s take a look at what 
this organization does and 
how it impacts business, 
the economy, Coldwater 
and Branch County, and 
how it’s been enhanced in 
the past year-plus.

While the Chamber has 
made several improve-
ments over the past few 
years, I’m going to con-
centrate on changes since 
2014 so you can see the 
dramatic recent impact 
that this organization has 
had.

■ The Board hired 
Nichole Steel as execu-
tive director — if you 
haven’t had a chance 
to experience Nichole’s 
impact, you’re missing 
out; Nichole is a dynamic, 
creative, hard-working, 
enthusiastic, charismatic, 
idea person, who’s put-
ting her new ideas to work 
for business and for the 
community.

And, Nichole brought 
in Staci Davenport as 
her executive assistant; 
often Staci is the face of 
the Chamber (10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. weekdays), while 
Nichole is building new 
programs. Staci is orga-
nized, personable, helpful 
and customer-oriented, a 
great addition to the team.

We retained Jamie 
Bracy in a part-time role 
to do marketing and 
design projects for the 
Chamber — you’ve seen a 
lot of her work this year, 
and it is professional and 
artistic.

■ Our Board has 
evolved, with strong, 
new members from a 
cross-section of business, 
non-profi t and community 
members, and a strong 
succession plan has been 
put in place to maintain 
strong leadership.

The Downtown Busi-
ness Association (DBA) 
viewed our progress, and 
committed to “merge” its 
team and programs with 
the Chamber, adding 
strength and cutting costs 
in the process — Straw-
berryFest, AppleFest, 
Entertainment Under the 
Stars, and all DBA events 
are now coordinated by 
the Chamber with support 
from those who always 
supported those events.

Our city government 
team and the Downtown 
Development Associa-
tion (DDA) have gotten 
more involved in Chamber 
activities and have taken 
pro-active steps to support 
the Chamber’s goals.

■ The Coldwater Coun-
try Conference & Visitors 
Bureau has moved its 
physical offi  ce into the 

Chamber building, allow-
ing for more synergy 
between the two groups 
and their leaders, and fos-
tering a shared emphasis 
on common projects.

■ The Chamber has 
enhanced their Busi-
ness for Breakfasts and 
After-Hours networking 
events by reducing their 
quantity, but enhancing 
their quality; and mem-
bers and non-members 
are all welcome — and, we 
have added some educa-
tional and learning events 
that are also provided to 
non-members as well as 
members.

■ A Farmers Market was 
added this summer, and 
while the Chamber is not 
the sole organizer, Nichole 
and her team have played 
a major role in this new 
project — vendor par-
ticipation is growing, 
and we’ve had as many 
as 1,000 attendees on a 
Saturday morning (stop by 
for quality products and 
listen to good music).

And, we continue to 
coordinate the Orna-
ment Auction, the annual 
Awards dinner, the 
Chamber Golf outing, 
and several other events 

to celebrate and enhance 
business.

■ In an eff ort to be as 
open as possible, we have 
scheduled fi ve to six dates 
per year when the Cham-
ber Director, Board and 
Ambassadors will be avail-
able to sit in an informal 
setting (no agenda — cin-
namon rolls and coff ee/
juice provided) for 60-90 
minutes — we’re listen-
ing to YOU; the next one 
is Oct. 27 (7:30 to 9 a.m.) 
— stop by the Chamber 
offi  ce and listen and/or be 
heard. 

We’ll continue to write 
this column and/or you 
can hear Nichole on the 
radio regularly — we want 
you to know what’s going 
on here.

So, please support your 
Chamber (it is your Cham-
ber) and please support 
your Chamber members; 
they’re involved, commit-
ted, and a they are a plus 
for this community.

 
—Curt MacRae is the 
chair of the Coldwa-
ter Area Chamber of 
Commerce Board of 
Directors.  He is also 
owns Curtis Funding 
Group (888-510-1355 — 
cmac@curtisfunding.
com), a Chamber member 
that provides equipment 
leasing and fi nancing 
funds for businesses to 
acquire new/used equip-
ment. His offi  ce is located 
in the Chamber Building.

A CHAMBER VIEW

If you’re not a member, 
you can join now

CURT MACRAE

By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

1. Bronson Branch of the 
Branch District Library 
(Bronson Public Library)

Located at 207 Matteson 
St., Bronson, this Carnegie 
Library was built in 1924 
and was commemorated 
as a historical site on Sept. 
28, 2000.

 
2. State Public School at 

Coldwater
The State Public School 

furnished temporary sup-
port and instruction for 
dependent and neglected 
children and was opened 
on May 21, 1874. Located 
at 620 Marshall Road, the 
school was listed as a his-
torical site on May 13, 1981.

 
3. Union City Iron 

Furnace
The furnace, constructed 

by the Union City Iron 
Company, still stands at 
M-60 near Waterworks 
Road in Union Township. 
The company produced 

iron from Union and sur-
rounding townships, and on 
Feb. 14, 1963, was named a 
historical site. 

 
4. Quincy Branch of the 

Branch District Library 
(Quincy Township Public 
Library)

The library is located at 
11 North Main St., Quincy, 
and was erected in 1910 
with money donated from 
the estate of C.W. Bennett. 
It became a historical site on 
April 25, 1988.

THE LIST

4 historical sites in Branch 
County you must visit

Quincy Branch of the 
Branch District Library 
(Quincy Township Public 
Library)

Union City Iron 
Furnace

State Public School at 
ColdwaterBronson Branch of 

the Branch District 
Library (Bronson 
Public Library)

This money-making marketing workshop will teach you simple, yet revolutionary
techniques for leveraging your advertising and digital marketing to grow your
business faster and easier than you are now.

Attendees will learn how to:
Get your business unstuck and on the radar of today’s savvy consumer
Stand out in the crowd using traditional and digital marketing techniques
Make minor tweaks to your niche and start attracting more customers
Stop creating lame ads & learn the successful ad strategies that skyrocket sales
Be your competitor’s worst nightmare!  And more!

Tuesday, October 6th
CHC Conference Center

370 E. Chicago Street, Coldwater
Breakfast included at 7:30am

Presentation begins promptly at 8:00am
Admission: FREE

RSVP Required by calling
Coldwater Area Chamber of Commerce at

517-278-5985
or email: info@coldwaterchamber.com

MARKETING WORKSHOP
Coldwater Area Chamber of Commerce presents…

“Proven Marketing Strategies to 
Grow Your Business 50% or More in 12 Months”

◆
◆
◆
◆
◆

Meet the presenters:
Shelly Fox
Regional Digital Director
Gatehouse Media Michigan
Shelly is a digital marketing specialist who has 
assisted hundreds of businesses with ad 
strategies for over 15 years.
Joe DeBiak
Regional Training Manager & Sturgis Journal 
Multimedia Advertising Manager
Joe is a business building & ad expert, 
formerly of the Center for Advertising Effectiveness.

FREE 
Advertising! 

Door prizes awarded 

to each business 

in attendance!

 

Cameron Memorial Community Hospital
welcomes... 

Dr. Lin Lu
Obstetrician/Gynecologist

Welcome Dr. Lin Lu to the Cameron 
medical staff .  Dr. Lu, a native of Granger, IN, 

specializes in obstetrics, gynecology and 
laparoscopic surgery.  He is employed by 
Women’s Health Advantage and will see 
patients in his Angola offi  ce.  For more 

information or to make an appointment with 
Dr. Lu, call 260-432-4400.

Scott Brady, DDS
David Grife, DDS

Jonathan Koyl, DDS

TRUSTED
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Accepting New Patients And
Emergency Patients At Our Office

www.coldwaterdentist.com
517-279-9212

575 N. Union City Road • Coldwater, MI

Now serving
Breakfast 7 days a week,

starting at 6am.
Omelets, wraps, sandwiches, pancakes, french toast,

traditional eggs, meat & taters, Sausage Gravy & Biscuits
Nothin but the best, down home cooked food.
Come hungry and we'll take care of the rest! 

Carry out is available

130 N. Matteson St. • Bronson, MI • (517) 858-1202

Grill & Bar


