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COLDWATER — Bar-
bara “Jane” Pifer, 82, of 
Fremont, Indiana, for-
merly of Coldwater, died 
Friday, Jan. 9, 2015. She 
was born to the late Wil-
lard and Lillian Hamilton 
on March 29, 1932 in 
Jackson. She graduated 
from Jackson High School 
in 1950 and received her 
degree as a radiology tech-
nician in 1953.

She married the late 
Floyd Pifer in 1963 and 
they lived together in 
Coldwater for 41 years 
before relocating to Fre-
mont where she resided 
with her son Kurt Pifer 
and family.

Jane was a homemaker, 

radiology technician and 
business owner until she 
retired in 2000. She was 
passionate about music 
all her life and shared that 
passion through playing 
the piano for her church, 
directing choirs, partici-
pating in Sweet Adelines 

and volunteering in her 
community.

Jane is survived by her 
son, Kurt (Jennifer) Pifer; 
granddaughters, Alexis 
and Kylie Pifer; daughter, 
Marcia Pomranka; grand-
sons, Jason and Dean 
Pomranka.

The family is having a 
private service and they 
request in lieu of fl owers 
donations be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association. 
Envelopes are available at 
the funeral home. You may 
leave an online tribute by 
visiting www.putnamfu-
neralhome.com.

The family was assisted 
by Putnam Funeral Home, 
517-278-2311.

BARBARA ‘JANE’ PIFER 1932 — 2015

OBITUARY SEE MORE OBITUARIES ON PAGE A2

Thursday, 
January 15, 2014
■ WIC BPU, 570 Marshall Rd., 
Coldwater, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
517-279-9561.
■ The National Association 
of Anorexia Nervosa and 
Associated Disorders ANAD 
will host a group meeting for 
anorexics, bulimics, parents, 
families and friends at 7 p.m. 
at the Presbyterian Church in 
Coldwater. For more informa-
tion, call (517) 238-5259.
■ The Branch County Republi-
can Women will gather at 
6:30 p.m. at CHC Community 
Conference Center, 370 E. 
Chicago Ste. 500, Coldwater, 
for their monthly meeting. 
New members are welcome 
to attend.
■ The Quincy Historical Soci-
ety will gather at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Quincy Village Offi  ces for a 
meeting. Call Karen Hargrave 
(517) 369-4595 for more 
information.
■ Growing Through Grief 
Survivors of Suicide Sup-
port Group will meet at 274 
E. Chicago St., Coldwater in 
Comference Room A off  the 
cafeteria, from 7:30 p.m. - 9 
p.m. Meetings are free and 
open to anyone in Branch 
County or Surrounding Areas. 
This is an adult support group 
for those who have lost a 
loved one to suicide. Please 
call Jennifer Nagel at 517-677-
7032 or email jennageluc@
gmail.com.
■ All landlords are invited to 
hear Brent R. Weigle who will 
be speaking at the Branch/
Hillsdale County Landlords 
Association meeting at Allen 
Township Hall at 7 p.m.
■ AA: 8 p.m. at Coldwater 
United Methodist Church on 
Marshall Street, Coldwater, in 
the choir room.
■ Presbyterian Health Clinic: 
Free Clinic is still open and 
available to help the unin-
sured and underinsured. 
Located at the corner of 
Church St. & Marshall St. in 
Coldwater. Clinic opens at 3 
p.m. and the doctor arrives 
around 5 p.m. They close at 
6:30 p.m. We can fi ll prescrip-
tions any time the clinic is 
open. We can arrange lab 
work and xrays as needed 
with CHC. We also work with 
dental patients on the second 
and fourth Thursdays of each 
month. Please bring your ID 
and proof of income - 1040 
income tax form if you fi led.
■ Group Bike Rides, Join 
other bike enthusiasts to ride 
throughout Branch County. 
Meet at 6:30 p.m. (organized 
by BABA) at Heritage Soccer 
Complex. Route: 1.5 to 2 hour 
rides.

■ The Branch County 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, 220 N. Michigan 
Ave., is collecting old cell 
phones to be recycled. For 
more information, call (517) 
278-SAFE (7233).
■ Beginnings Care For Life 
Center, 213 Marshall Street, 
Coldwater, will be open from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
■ The Community 
Health Center of Branch 
County Lobby Gift Shop is 
open from 9 a.m.to 6 p.m.
■ The Arthritis Aquatic Class 
will take place from 8:30-
9:30 a.m. or 12-1 p.m. at the 
Community Health Center of 
Branch County. Call 517-279-
5457 for more information.
■ A moms in motion class will 
be held from 5-6:30 p.m. at 
CHC. Call 517-279-5408 for 
more information.
■ A weight management class 
will be held from 5-6:30 p.m. 
at CHC’s Houghton Physical 
Therapy and Rehabilitation 
Center. Call 517-279-5457 for 
more information.
■ Family Success Program 
Community Playgroups will 
meet from 10-11:30 a.m. at 
the Fremont Early Education 
Center, 95 S. Fremont St., 
Coldwater Call 517-279-0066 
for more information.
■ Open Meditation Time will 
be off ered from 9:15 a.m. to 
9:45 a.m. at ISI, 33 Hull St., 
Coldwater. Join us and experi-
ence the centering power of 
silence as you begin your day. 
Donations appreciated.
■ The H&C Burnside Senior 
Center is open from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Exercise room open 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m. Library open 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m, Billiard room 
open 8 a.m. - 6 p.m., Penny 
Bingo 9 a.m., Stained Glass 
workshop 9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m., 
Crochet class 9:30 a.m., Drop 
in Tai Chi class 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m., Bible study 
11 a.m., Bridge 12:30 p.m., 
Pool Shooters League 1 p.m., 
Pinochle 1 p.m., Line Dance 
lessons 1:15 p.m., Beginning 
Chord Guitar lessons 1:30 
p.m., Book Discussion group 
2 p.m., Karaoke 3:15 p.m.
■ Community Action 
Congregate Dining at noon, 
suggested donation of $2.75. 
Call 517-279-8249 for more 
information.
■ The Branch District Library, 
10 E. Chicago St., Coldwater, 
is open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 278-2341.
■ The Algansee Branch 
Library, 580-B S. Ray Quincy 
Rd., is open from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. For more information, 
call (517) 639-9830.
■ Sherwood Branch Library, 
118 Sherman St., is open 
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. For 

more information, call (517) 
741-7976
■ We Do Recover group of 
Narcotics Anonymous will 
gather at 6 p.m. for a meet-
ing at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 
2, Coldwater. Call (269) 841-
7091 for more information.
■ The Friendship Center, 155 
S. Monroe St., Coldwater, is 
open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For more information, call 
517-227-5104.
■ Freedom Recovery Center, 
62 Division St., Coldwater 
off ers Open 12 Step Recovery 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. Headed 
by a Certifi ed Addiction 
Counselor.
■ Freedom Recovery Center, 
Open OPA (Opiates Anony-
mous), 12 step Recovery 
Meeting for Opiate Addition, 
8 p.m. at Damascus Road 
Ministries, 62 Division St., 
Coldwater.
■ Al-Anon: 8 p.m. at Coldwa-
ter United Methodist Church 
in choir room.
■ AA: closed meeting at 
noon and 8 p.m. at 23 ½   S. 
Monroe St., Coldwater behind 
Shorty’s Barber Shop. Mes-
sage line at (517) 279-7776.
■ Euchre: 6 p.m. at the Cold-
water American Legion. Public 
welcome.
■ The Reformation 
Lutheran Church in Coldwater 
will host Men’s Bible Study 
from 6:30-8 p.m.
■ Moms in Motion session 
from 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. at 
the Community Health Center 
of Branch County. Those 
interested in participating can 
join anytime. For more infor-
mation or to register please 
contact Physical Therapy 
Department at 517-279-5457.
■ DivorceCare will be off ered 
at 7 p.m. at the Bethel Gilead 
Community Church, 876 
Block Road, Bronson. For 
more information, call (517) 
369-1588.
■ The Bronson Kiwanis Club 
will meet for dinner at 6 
p.m., followed by a 6:30 p.m. 
meeting at Valle’s Restaurant, 
Bronson. For more informa-
tion, call Terry Kubasiak at 
517-369-8955.
■ Pleasant Hill Missionary 
Church in Bronson will host 
“Walk and Pray” from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. in the family life 
center.
■ Beggars Recycling, located 
on W. Railroad St., Bronson, 
will be accepting paper and 
magazines. No plastic or tin 
cans will be accepted.

If you have events you 
wish to place in the cal-
endar please email them 
to mbeckmeyer@thedai-
lyreporter.com or FAX to 
517-278-6041.

By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

COLDWATER — Do 
you love the job you are in? 
That, among other ques-
tions, will be discussed by 
career coach Justin Gentry 
at the Coldwater branch 
of the Branch District 
Library, 10 E. Chicago St., 
on Saturday, Feb. 21 at 10 
a.m.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
the Bureau of Labor and 
Statistics, in November 
2014 the unemployment 
rate in Branch County was 
4.9 percent. Many things 
factor in to the unemploy-
ment rate. Such factors 
may include a lack of jobs, 
the amount of unsatisfy-
ing job available and more. 

A survey taken in 2013 
by Gallup Inc., “an Ameri-
can research-based, global 
performance-management 
consulting company,” titled 
the State of the American 
Workplace, showed that 
70 percent of participants 
“described themselves as 
'disengaged' from their 
work.”

Of the 150,000 people 
surveyed, a mere 30 per-
cent said they sincerely 
enjoy their  work and 
bosses. The largest cate-
gory from the work study, 
at 52 percent, were those 
who showed up to work 
every day but “described 

themselves as less than 
thrilled,” while the last 
18 percent are those who 
are actively disengaged or 
“those who vocally express 
their discontent in the 
workplace.”

According to the report, 
“The Gallup study takes 
a close look at the role of 
managers and their ability 
to inspire workers. Most 
of the discontent stemmed 
from “bosses from hell” 
who didn’t foster talents, 
growth or creativity. In the 
long run, Gallup has deter-
mined that between 450 
and 550 billion dollars are 
wasted annually because of 
bad managers responsible 
for the 18 percent of those 
who hate their jobs.”

The free workshop is 
open to anyone interested 
in learning how to fi nd the 
perfect career, whether 

that be self-employed or a 
traditional career setting. 
Gentry will teach the four 
keys to “Unlocking Work 
You Love.”

“It's about giving people 
a fresh perspective on work 
and the opportunities they 
may have,” said Gentry. 
“Showing  them the ir 
strengths and gifts, that 
their value matters and to 
take their passion and turn 
it into vocation.”

The 90-minute work-
shop, sponsored by the 
Coldwater Branch Library 
and Enjoy Your Work, is 
designed to help people fi nd 
a fresh and new perspective 
on work by showing that a 
career should provide a 
meaningful life that will 
enlighten and encourage.

“Anyone who is inter-
ested can register and 
download the material 
need for the workshop at 
www.enjoyyourwork.net or 
they call me at (269) 778-
7044,” said Gentry.

LEARN TO LOVE YOUR JOB

Free workshop off ered 
at Coldwater Library

The Keys
Keys to unlocking the love of 
work include:
■ Begin to discover your 
strengths, gifts, and unique 
abilities.
■ Learn how your values 
play a role in your career.
■ Clarify your passion and 
turn it into your vocation.
■ Decide if a traditional 
career or being self-
employed is best for you.
■ Learn how to move for-
ward in spite of fear.

Gentry

Do you love dogs
and cats but

can’t have one
where you live?

Stop by the
Humane Society and
play with the dogs

and cats! They would
enjoy your

companionship.

Companion
Corner

969 W. Wildwood Rd. Quincy

Ph: 639-4426
Open: Sunday - Wednesday 9-12

Thursday 9-5; Friday 9-6
Saturday 9-4

Kindly brought to you by:

15 West Pearl Street • Coldwater • 278-2318

Samson is 5-6 yrs old.
He is a boxer mix.

He is looking for a New Year Miracle!

Daisy is a 1 year old cat that is
just adorable and loving!

She would love a
furrever home this year.

First Presbyterian Church
52 Marshall Street Coldwater, MI

Presents
Andrey Nemzer

Winner of 2012 Metropolitan
Opera Finals.

Accompanied by Russell Gates

On Sunday, January 18th
Please join us at our

10:30 am Worship Service.
All are welcome to share this unique musical experience.

Please call the church office for more information at 517-278-6068
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Branch District 
Library

www.BranchDistrictLibrary.org
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JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF

ASK DR. K

ADVICE | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

DOW
17,320.71

106.38

NASDAQ
4,570.82

68.50

S&P 500
1,992.67

18.60

MKT
2,392.08

7.67

NYSE
10,514.60

50.81

DEAR DOCTOR K: The 
doctor says I have urethri-
tis. How did I get it?

DEAR READER: Urethri-
tis is an infl ammation of the 
urethra, the tube that car-
ries urine from the bladder 
out of the body. Urethritis 
is quite common, both in 
men and women. It is more 
common in younger adults, 
because they are more likely 
to be sexually active with 
multiple partners.

Urethritis is usually 
caused by one of two types 
of sexually transmitted 
infections:

Gonococcal urethritis is 
caused by the bacteria that 
cause gonorrhea. Gonor-
rhea is sometimes called 
clap. Gonorrhea infections 
are passed from person to 
person during sexual activ-
ity. This includes vaginal, 
oral and anal intercourse.

Non-gonococcal urethri-
tis is caused by all sexually 
transmitted bacteria other 
than gonorrhea. The most 
frequent cause is a particu-
lar type of bacteria called 
Chlamydia trachomatis.

You can prevent both of 
these infections by:

■ not having sex;
■ having sex with only 

one uninfected partner;
■ consistently using 

male latex condoms during 
sexual activity.

Much less often, urethri-
tis results from a physical 
injury from something like 
a urinary catheter. Or it 
may occur because of expo-
sure to a chemical in an 
antiseptic or a spermicide 
that causes irritation of the 
lining of the urethra.

Urethritis usually causes 
pain or burning during 
urination and an urge to 
urinate more frequently. 
Another symptom is red-
ness around the opening 
of the urethra. Men with 
infectious urethritis may 
have a yellow discharge 
from the urethra. Women 
are less likely than men to 
have symptoms from gon-
orrhea and chlamydia.

If you have infectious 
urethritis, you will be 
treated with antibiotics. 
Do not have sex until your 
antibiotic treatment is com-
plete. Otherwise, you could 
spread the infection to 
your partner. (Your sexual 
partner or partners should 
be treated with antibiotics 
as well.)

Many people have gonor-
rhea and chlamydia at the 
same time. So if you are 
treated for gonorrhea, your 
doctor will probably also 
treat you for chlamydia. 
That means you may 
need to take two types of 
antibiotics.

Once you start taking 
antibiotics, infectious 
urethritis improves rapidly. 
Even without treatment, 
symptoms usually go away 
within three months. 
However, people continue 
to remain infectious and 
spread the bacteria to 
others, even when they have 
no symptoms.

So if you have symptoms 
of urethritis, take them 
seriously and contact your 
doctor.

—Dr. Komaroff  is a phy-
sician and professor at 
Harvard Medical School. 
To send questions, go to 
AskDoctorK.com, or write: 
Ask Doctor K, 10 Shattuck 
St., Second Floor, Boston, 
MA 02115.

Urethritis 
improves 
with 
antibiotics DEAR ABBY: My hus-

band, “Fred,” lost a lung 
to cancer 14 years ago due 
to smoking. He is one of 
the lucky ones to survive a 
deadly cancer.

Even though he has only 
one lung, he continues to 
smoke “secretly.” I have 
begged, off ered in-house 
treatment, anything to get 
him to stop, to no avail. 
What is troublesome is that 
Fred is in denial. For the 
last several weeks, he has 
blamed his coughing and 
wheezing on “allergies.” He 
also chews nicotine gum 
nonstop. It’s expensive, but 
he uses it to get his nicotine 
fi x when he’s around me, 
our family and friends.

I am angry, frustrated and 
sad that Fred has chosen 
cigarettes over having a 
chance to live, enjoy his 
grandchildren and grow old 
with me. Sometimes I think 
he doesn’t deserve to still 
be on this earth because he 
disregards his health after 
nearly dying from complica-
tions after his lung surgery.

Fred is loving, warm, 
caring and intelligent – 
except when it comes to his 
health. What can I do short 
of leaving him? - MISER-
ABLE IN MINNESOTA

DEAR MISERABLE: There 
is nothing more you can do. 
Your husband is hopelessly 
addicted to nicotine and he’s 
incapable of getting away 
from it.

I doubt you are serious 
about leaving him, and I 
wouldn’t suggest it anyway. 
Try to enjoy the time you 
have with him, and under-
stand that many smokers 
go to their graves begging 
for cigarettes while on their 
deathbeds. It’s not that he 
doesn’t love you or that he 
loves his cigarettes more. 
He’s HOOKED.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 
rent-paying adult tenant 
who lives at home with my 
mother. Mom gave a house 
key to my sister and brother 
to be used in the event of an 
emergency. On several occa-
sions they have used their 
key to enter the house unan-
nounced, startling both me 
and Mom.

I have asked them to 
please either knock or use 
the doorbell and wait to be 
let in when dropping by 
unannounced like anyone 
else would do. 

I fi nd what she’s doing 
intrusive and upsetting. 
How can I get her to respect 
my wishes and honor my 
privacy in my own home? 
Mom agrees with me, but is 
reluctant to ask my sister to 
return the key.
- ADULT TENANT IN 
CALIFORNIA

DEAR ADULT TENANT: 
Your sister may feel that 
because the house techni-
cally belongs to your mother 
that she doesn’t have to 
respect your wishes. Unless 
your mother is willing to 
assert herself and tell your 
sister she feels the same way 
you do, and if it happens 
again she wants her house 
key returned, the problem 
will continue. At this point, 
the ball is in Mom’s court.

—Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

Losing a 
lung is no 
deterrent

Spragg said she purchased 

pseudoephedrine used by 
Pulver to make the drug.

Pulver was charged with 
operation of a meth lab 
and possession of meth, 

both as a second off ender. 
He faces 40-year and 
20-year maximum sen-
tences respectively in the 
case. His bond was set at 

$50,000.
Spragg was charged 

with possession of the lab, 
a 20-year felony. Her bond 
was set at $25,000.

METH
From Page A1

“I think everyone who is 
involved in this is amazing 
and wonderful,” Micki said. 
“It’s times like this you really 
find out who your friends 
are.”

After some time in hos-
pitals and rehabilitation 
centers in both Florida and 
Michigan, Lee is now home 
in Coldwater. His wife and 
daughters, assisted by Bri-
anna’s boyfriend Brandon 
St. Claire, have become Lee’s 

caretakers.
“He had limited movement 

in his arms, but now he’s 
starting to move them more,” 
Ken said optimistically. “He 
got to feed himself the other 
day ... it’s so great to see him 
making that progress.”

Micki, who has been 
married to Lee for 26 years 
(“since we were 19 and 20”), 
has “mixed emotions” when 
she thinks about her hus-
band’s recovery.

“I’m sad because he’s strug-
gling, but I’m happy because 
he’s getting some of his 
independence back,” Micki 
said. “Having to be totally 

dependent on other people 
... that’s not who or what he 
is, and truthfully, it’s hard to 
watch. It gets to be a lot ... 
he gets frustrated and I get 
frustrated.”

Another of Lee and Micki’s 
friends, Lisa Hughes, is also 
helping to organize the ben-
efi t. Lisa’s daughter Cherish, 
who has Down’s syndrome, 
used to be on the Coldwater 
High School cheerleading 
squad.

“Lee is very dear to my 
heart,” Lisa said. “He always 
goes the extra mile, especially 
for Cherish. He cares about 
her and pays attention to 

her ... and his daughters are 
like that, too. Brianna always 
made sure Cherish was taken 
care of.”

Lisa has known the Hyde 
family for 11 or 12 years.

“They’re the most warm-
hearted people you’ll ever 
meet,” Lisa said.

Ken plans to stand beside 
his longtime friend all 
the way down his road to 
recovery.

“Lee has always, always 
been there for me,” Ken said. 
“He does so much for every-
body. It means the world to 
me to be able to do this for 
him.”

RALLY
From Page A1

over $8,000 for the alleged 
treatment of his children, 
the court record indicated. A 
probable cause hearing was 
scheduled for Feb. 12.

Judge Brent Weigle 
ordered Wilson not to leave 
the state except for super-
vised visitation with his 
children. Divorce papers 
were fi led by Wilson’s wife 
Angie in October 2013; the 
divorce was fi nalized in an 
Allen County, Indiana court 

in Fort Wayne on Jan. 6. 
This is not the fi rst time 

Dr. Wilson has been accused 
of fraudulent billing.

According to records in 
the Branch County Clerk’s 
Office, Detroit attorney 
Lennox Emanuel once rep-
resented a driver who sued 
his own insurance company 
under the state’s no-fault law 
after an accident. Emanuel 
had taken over the case 
against Farmers Mutual 
from another attorney, who 
was also representing Dr. 
Wilson in a $172,000 claim 
for treatments for the driver.

Emanuel stopped repre-
senting Dr. Wilson when the 
attorney discovered Wilson 
had filed claims for six to 
eight procedures during the 
driver’s 20-minute treat-
ments. According to court 
transcripts, Emanuel stated 
not only were the treatments 
excessive, but that some of 
the claims fi led were dated 
for days when the clinic 
was closed. Dr. Wilson then 
obtained other counsel.

That case was settled 
last year in an undisclosed 
manner according to the 
case fi le.

Emanuel also stated on 
the record that Dr. Wilson 
asked him to represent him 
in collecting a $450,000 
chiropractic claim stem-
ming from a minor car 
accident in Steuben County, 
Indiana in which there was 
no other medical treatment 
or hospitalization for anyone 
involved.

Dr. Wilson filed a griev-
ance complaint with the 
Michigan Bar against Eman-
uel, but state records do not 
show any action against the 
attorney as the result of that 
complaint.

FRAUD
From Page A1

BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY

Treasures from Tokyo on display

Lynn Dunn’s family treasures and memories from 1957 Tokyo, Japan will be on display at Coldwater branch of 
the Branch District Library through the month of January. COURTESY PHOTO. 

15 West Pearl Street • Coldwater, MI 49036

CITY OF COLDWATER

150
YEARS

MAGAZINE

is available
3 For $10

at the
office of
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By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com 

COLDWATER — Those 
with questions and comments 
about the proposed develop-
ment of the Coldwater Lake 
State Park were urged by 
Branch County commissioners 
to attend tonight’s open house 
by the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR).

DNR staff  will be on hand 
to get input on the draft for its 
General Management Plan for 
the 400-acre park, purchased 
in 1988. 

The open house will be 
held from 6-8 p.m. at the Dr. 
Robert W. Browne Recreation 
Center, located at Heritage 
Park in Coldwater.

Commissioner Rod Olney 
told the county Township 
Supervisors Association last 
week he was not sure the park 
could ever be developed.

“I don’t know where they 
would get the money,” he said.

He was concerned about 
DNR policing the property. 
He also mentioned he did not 

feel Coldwater Lake residents 
would support more public 
use along the lake. The park 
has 1¼ miles of frontage on 
the south shore.

Commissioner Jon Houtz 
pointed out this plan is long 
range over 10 to 20 years, 
and he did not expect any 
immediate improvements.

The county looked at 
operating the park for the 
state a decade ago and found 
it was not feasible.

The public input meeting 
will begin with a short pre-
sentation of the draft plan, 
but members of the public are 
welcome to attend at any time 
during the two-hour period to 
review the planning material, 
provide comments and talk to 
DNR staff .

The Coldwater Coun-
try Conference and Visitors 
Bureau began pushing for 
park development almost two 
years to attract more visitors to 
Branch County. It also wanted 
an alternative beach, with out-
door Heritage Park pool set to 
close in two years.

BROWNE REC CENTER 

Hearing tonight 
on Coldwater Lake 
State Park plan 

By Chris Worst
Twitter: @ChrisWorst_TDR

COLDWATER — Every 
Wednesday for the next 
several months, the sweet 
sound of music may be 
heard emanating from the 
library in Coldwater.

T h e  n e w l y  f o r m e d 
Branch United Youth 
Choir, led by Joel Snyder, 
helps children in grades 
2-6 develop musical skills. 
So far, it has drawn in 
roughly 25 children from 
throughout Branch County.

“We want them to enjoy 
music based on an under-
standing of music,” Joel 
said. “That’s what a choir 
gives (people).”

Joel said he teaches the 
children how to match 
pitch, how to sing in a 
choir, and how to read 
music. The level of musi-
cal skills children possess 
when they fi rst come to the 
program can vary.

“Some have had piano 
lessons; some have very 
strong music programs in 
their schools, some don’t,” 
Joel said. “I assume that 
they don’t know anything 
going into it but they can 
learn anything.

“I make it my mission to 
start from the ground up,” 
Joel added.

The program is funded 
by money raised during a 
benefi t concert at Tibbits 
last year, held in memory 
of several family mem-
bers of Susanne Wise and 
Diane Pridgeon. Pridgeon 
said she is excited about the 
program.

“ There aren’ t  many 
opportunities for children 
to have instruction like this 
that’s totally free of charge,” 
she said.

Pridgeon said there is a 
need for such a program in 
Branch County.

“Unfortunately with the 
direction that the schools 
are heading … children 
do not receive the same 
amount of music at the 
elementary level than 
what was happening five 
years ago,” she said. “This 
is answering that need 
for those that take up the 
opportunity.”

Cynthia Snyder, Joel’s 
mother, accompanies the 
children on piano. She 
also helps the children 
sing when needed. She said 

music is just a part of life.
“I go to very few wed-

dings, or even funerals, that 
don’t have music,” Cynthia 
said. “People sing when 
they’re happy, they sing 
when they’re sad … they’ve 
proven, I think, that it has 
helped in other areas of 
learning.

“It ’s  just something 
that never leaves you,” she 
added.

Cynthia said the reaction 
among the children so far 
has been very positive.

“It’s worked out nice 
though; the kids say ‘this is 
the only time I don’t have 
to be quiet in the library,’” 
she said.

The semester will con-
tinue until the spring 
concert in May. To continue 

the program during the 
next school year, Joel 
said he will have to find 
additional funding as the 
money obtained through 
the benefit concert will 
have run out.

“I’m working towards 
incorporating and getting 
us nonprofi t status so that 
we can … get more dona-
tions and work out another 
method to maintain fund-
ing,” he said.

R e h e a r s a l s  a r e  o n 
Wednesdays from 4:30-
5:45 p.m. at the Branch 
District Library – Cold-
water Branch. For more 
information and to register 
for the program, call Cyn-
thia at 586-292-6639.

The program is free to 
Branch County residents.

SWEET MUSIC

New program gives 
children musical skills

The Branch District Library – Coldwater Branch is the meeting place of the new 
Branch United Youth Choir. The children’s choir group meets every Wednesday. 

FILE PHOTO

BRONSON — Jenifer 
McLain came into Ryan 
Elementary School in the 
spring of 2014 and off ered 
to process a large box full 
of the Box Tops for Educa-
tion for submission.

She took the items home 
and spent numerous hours 

cutting, counting and 
sorting the 
box tops. 
In all, she 
processed 
almost 
7,000 box 
tops for a 
grand total 

of $700 in funds for Ryan 
Elementary.

McLain made the off er 
to do this on her own, with-
out needing to be asked to 
help. In addition, McLain 
and her mother-in-law 
have become regular pop-
corn poppers at Ryan.

McLain is also a familiar 
face at Bronson’s elemen-
tary schools due to her 
work as a paraprofessional 
substitute. Her help as a 
volunteer is greatly appre-
ciated by all involved with 
Bronson Schools.

BRONSON SCHOOLS

McLain named January parent of the month

McLain

AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

Rochella Fitzgerald
REALTOR®ACTION ASSOCIATES

55 Spring Street
Hillsdale, Michigan 49242
517-212-0972
Rochella.Fitzgerald@Century21.com
www.SoldonAction.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
REALTOR®

All
Memberships

Include
Unlimited Golf
and Leagues.

Cart Extra.

1990 Ash Te Wette Drive, Hillsdale
For more info contact

Jari Rice, Office Manager at 517-437-7538
Email: hillsdalegolf@yahoo.com

Please inquire about membership details...

Single
Membership

$1200 (19-27 Years)
Young Adult
Membership

$700

Jr.
Membership

$350
(up to

18 years
or graduated
high school)

Family
Membership

$1500
(Includes
husband,

wife & kids up
to 22 years old)

• A 1978 Camden Frontier Graduate
• Appointments set in the comfort of your home

• Monuments and Markers  • Urns and Keepsakes
• Vases and Fieldstone  • Deceased Names and Dates

Your Cemetery Is My Showroom

Hillsdale Monument

Randy “Mitch” Mitchell - Dealer
517-425-1546

Cemetery Granite and Bronze Since 2008

One mile west of Coldwater on US-12 
(517) 278-4710 or 800-961-2233

Repairs, Sales & Installation
Authorized Factory Service for Chamberlain, Liftmaster and Genie

GARAGE DOORS & ELECTRIC OPENERS

Winter Opportunities 
At Kimball Camp YMCA

The fun doesn’t stop because it’s winter!!

Winter Camp for Ages 6-12
• Winter Fest Feb. 13 thru 15, 2015

Sign up online today or call 517-283-2168 for more information.

• Retreats  • Teambuilding
• Conferences • Outdoor Education

Clip this coupon to receive a 
$5.00 discount off the Winter Fest Camp!

The opportunities are endless!! Call to schedule your 
event at 517-283-2168 or office@kimballcamp.com

Visit us on the web at www.kimballcamp.com

— �
	��������� —

Kimm Burger
43 North St. • Hillsdale
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517-797-6021

Family Law
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General Civil
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Criminal Defense

HILLSDALE
380 West Carleton Rd

(517) 439-1424

PURCHASE ANY
DEEP DISH PIZZA

AND RECEIVE
FREE CRAZY

BREAD®
Expires January 31, 2015
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������������ www.archboldradiator.com 
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AREA | BUSINESS
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com 

ATLANTA — The Clemens 
Food Group (CFG) last week 
accepted an American Meat 
Institute (AMI) Environmen-
tal Achievement Award for its 
robust recycling and energy 
conservation program.

The sixth-generation, 
family-owned, integrated 
pork production operation 
announced a major expan-
sion project in Coldwater 
with the construction of a 
new fresh pork processing 
plant in Coldwater Township 
over the next two years.

The Hatfield, Pennsylva-
nia-based fi rm has promised 
a similar environmental 
system at its new operation.

The award came at the 
AMI Foundation's Environ-
mental Conference for the 
Meat and Poultry Industry 
portion of the International 
Production and Processing 
Expo.

The AMI Environmen-
tal Achievement Awards 
“are given to those member 
companies that go beyond 
environmental compliance 
by designing and successfully 
implementing an innovative 
plant upgrade or environ-
mental program.”

“This award reflects our 
ongoing and deep com-
mitment to being good 

environmental stewards 
and community partners,” 
said Craig Edsill, CFG presi-
dent. “Our team members 
have taken personal owner-
ship of these initiatives, and 
the results are owed to their 
unwavering dedication.”

An electronics supervisor 
and bacon production super-
visor accepted the award on 
behalf of the company.

The submission focused on 
resource conservation, and 
specifically the company's 
recent recycling and energy 
conservation initiatives.

CFG follows a strict pro-
gram to improve processes 
that increase the amount of 
materials that can be recycled.

The goal of CFG Green is 
to increase recycling, while 
reducing the amount of 
waste. In addition, non-recy-
clable materials are no longer 
being shipped to landfills, 
but rather shipped to energy 

from waste plants, converting 
waste into electricity.

In the past, CFG's Hatfi eld 
facility recycled 37 percent 
of waste materials, with the 
remaining 63 percent of 
materials heading to landfi ll. 
With improvement initiatives 
now in place, the facility is 
operating as landfi ll free.

Future recycling goals with 
this initiative include 60 per-
cent of all waste going to 
recycling and 40 percent of 
waste going to energy from 
waste plants.

In January 2009, CFG 
team members began a major 
renovation of the lighting 
system throughout the plant 
and cut energy use dramati-
cally. More than 1,450 light 
fi xtures were updated, result-
ing in an energy reduction 
of more than 500 Kilowatts 
per operating hour. That total 
amounts to 3,060,000 Kilo-
watts annually. 

NATIONAL RECOGNITION

Clemens receives 
environmental award 

COLDWATER — John 
H. Castle, chairman and 
CEO of Southern Michigan 
Bank and Trust, recently 
announced the hiring of 
Kara Mead as vice presi-
dent/commercial loan 
offi  cer and Marshall branch 
manager.

Mead began her banking 
career over 19 years ago as 
assistant manager of Bank 
One in Battle Creek.

For the past 15 years, 
Mead had been developing 
business and building cus-
tomer relationships as the 
fi nancial center manager at 
Fifth Third Bank in Battle 
Creek.

Mead studied business 
management and has been 
the recipient of several 
banking awards recognizing 
her excellent customer ser-
vice skills, sales growth and 
profi tability, and leadership 
in employee management.

Her responsibilities will 
include commercial lending 
and business development 
within the Calhoun County 
market and manage-
ment of branch operations 
for Southern’s branch in 
Marshall.

“We are very excited to 
have Kara join our orga-
nization and bring her 
commercial lending skills 
to the Marshall commu-
nity,” said Doug Kiessling, 
regional vice president/
commercial loan manager 
stated. “Her prior bank-
ing experience, knowledge 
of the community, energy 
and enthusiasm make her 
an excellent addition to 
Southern.”  

Mead has been a resident 
of Calhoun County for 16 

years, along with her hus-
band, Tony, a Battle Creek 
native, and their two chil-
dren. She is a member of 
St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
volunteered at the Food 
Bank of Southwest Michi-
gan, and taught many 
fi nancial education classes 
through various avenues 
some of which were within 
the school system, The 
Haven of Rest, KPEP, and 
the Regional Manufactur-
ing Technology Center in 
Battle Creek.

NEW LEADER

Mead joins staff  at SMB&T

Kara Mead new vice 
president/commercial 
loan officer and Marshall 
branch manager. COURTESY 
PHOTO

Clemens product brands. COURTESY PHOTO

About SMB&T
Southern Michigan Ban-
corp, Inc. is a bank holding 
company headquartered 
in Coldwater. Its subsidiary 
bank, Southern Michigan 
Bank & Trust, operates 16 
branches within Branch, 
Calhoun, Hillsdale and 
St. Joseph counties and 
provides a broad range 
of consumer, business 
and wealth management 
services throughout the 
region.
For more information, visit 
the Southern Michigan 
Bank & Trust website at 
www.smb-t.com.

LANSING — The Michi-
gan Department of Treasury 
is now processing 2014 
MI-1040 Individual Income 
Tax Returns. All forms and 
instructions for the 2014 tax 
year have been posted on  
Treasury’s website at www.
michigan.gov/incometax.

Treasury is again encour-
aging taxpayers to fi le their 
Michigan tax returns elec-
tronically. E-filing is the 
easiest, most effi  cient way to 
fi le your return and receive 
your refund. Last year, more 
than 80-percent of all Michi-
gan income tax returns were 
fi led electronically.

Taxpayers can access infor-
mation about e-fi le, including 
free e-fi le opportunities, by 
visiting www.MIfastfi le.org. 
Free e-filing is available to 
thousands of taxpayers, based 
on adjusted gross income, 
age, or active military status. 
Other, low-cost e-fi le oppor-
tunities are available as well.

The Department is also 
reminding taxpayers to be 
vigilant about identify theft, 
as it relates to the filing of 
potentially fraudulent income 
tax returns. Last year, Trea-
sury stopped approximately 
$100 million in potentially 
fraudulent refunds.

“Tax return fraud has 
become a serious problem 
around the country,” said 
State Treasurer Kevin Clin-
ton. “Treasury staff takes 
seriously its responsibility 
to ensure that income tax 
returns are fi led by the cor-
rect taxpayer and that any 
resulting refunds end up 
in the hands of the correct 

individual.”
Throughout the tax pro-

cessing season, Treasury 
will enhance efforts to 
verify income tax refunds 
are appropriate.  The 
increased security may 
require some taxpayers to 
provide additional infor-
mation to the Department 
for verification. If a tax-
payer believes they may 
have been a target of 
identity theft, they should 
immediately contact the 
Department of Treasury at 
Treasury-ReportIDTheft@
michigan.gov and the 
Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) at 1-800-829-0433.

FILE ELECTRONICALLY

2014 tax returns now being processed
Check your status
After fi ling their Michigan return, taxpayers can check the 
status of their refund on-line, by clicking the “Check My 
Income Tax Info” box on www.michigan.gov/incometax. 
Treasury recommends allowing the department at least 
14 days to receive and enter a paper income tax return, 
before checking on its status.BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY

Bead collection on display
Diane Hoskins, a private 
collector, donated some 
of her beads to be dis-
played at the Coldwater 
branch of the Branch 
District Library for the 
month of February. COUR-
TESY PHOTO
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Pre-Book with Valerie
Women’s Special
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Men’s Special
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517-437-9999 221 W. Carleton Rd.
Hillsdale

Mention this ad -
only with Valerie
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Hillsdale Rental Management, LLC
Mark and Miranda Parker
Your Local Property Managers

3203 Beck Rd., Suite E
Hillsdale, MI  49242
(517) 797-5528

Website: www.HillsdaleRentals.com
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517-448-1160

A consignment gift shop featuring
all NEW and unique gift items
handcrafted by local artisans,

crafters and NEIGHBORS!
Display spaces are currently available,

but limited. Call or visit today!

"Wednesday Margarita Special"
���������������������
��	��������

�������$5.99

252 W. Carleton Rd. • Hillsdale • 517-437-7919

Mon-Thur
11:00-9:30;

Fri & Sat
11:00-10:00;

Sun 11:00-9:00

Tues. & Thurs. 99¢ Margaritas 12 oz.
Any Flavor - Frozen or on the Rocks

Saturday 60 oz. Margarita Pitcher Special
Don’t Forget Margarita Monday!

Real Estate, LLC

Owner/Broker
517-369-2253 or 517-227-0898

email martha7810@yahoo.com
www.towne-and-country.com

Martha Schumacher

If You Have It, We Can Sell It!
If You Want It, We Can Find It! 
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Kimm Burger
43 North St. • Hillsdale
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Criminal Defense
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