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CHC to observe 
Christmas and 
New Year’s

COLDWATER — In obser-
vance of the Christmas and 
New Year’s holidays, several 
outpatient services at the 
Community Health Center 
of Branch County will close 
at noon on Wednesday, 
Dec. 24 and will be closed 
Thursday, Dec. 25; they 
will close again at noon on 
Wednesday, Dec. 31 and will 
be closed Thursday, Jan. 1, 
2015.

Services include the 
Outpatient Lab; Family 
Medicine Clinic; Quincy 
Clinic; Union City Medical 
Center; Physical Therapy; 
Pediatric and Adoles-
cent Center; Outpatient 
Radiology; HIM (Medical 
Records); Community 
Cancer and Hematology 
Center; Business Offi  ce; 
Sleep Lab; Coldwater ENT, 
and Wound Healing Center.

The following depart-
ments will be closed 
Thursday, Dec. 25 and 
Thursday Jan. 1, 2015 only, 
but will resume regular 
business hours on the 
Friday after each holiday: 
Outpatient Surgery; Out-
patient Respiratory Care; 
Home Health and Hospice, 
and Human Resources.

Home Health and Hos-
pice and Radiology will have 
an on-call staff  available.

All departments will 
resume regular business 
hours on the Friday after 
each holiday.

Services will be avail-
able for emergency room 
patients. The emergency 
room, as always, will be 
open throughout the 
holidays.

Children win 
bikes, scooters
QUINCY — Several area 
children won bikes and 
scooters during the Proj-
ect Christmas event held 
at the Quincy American 
Legion.
The winners are Trey 
Wilson, Ayden Jenson, 
Izzabell Gould, Geor-
gia Robinson, Reagan 
Smith, Andrew Dunn, 
Kaylon Gundrum, Cali 
Horn, Adilee McKnight, 
Shyla Lown and Braylon 
Bradford.

Car hits crowd; 
woman arrested
REDONDO BEACH, Calif. 
— A driver suspected 
of being intoxicated hit 
a group of pedestrians 
and another car outside 
a Southern California 
church as a Christmas 
service ended, killing 
three people and injuring 
several others including 
fi ve children, police said. 
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COLDWATER — The 
Branch County commis-
sioners formally adopted 
a 2015 budget Thursday 
balanced at just over $13 
million — a 4 percent 
increase over the current 
fi scal year.

The commissioners voted 

for the proposed budget 4-1, 
with commissioner Dale 
Swift opposed.

To balance the budget 
with $1.5 million less 

revenues than expenses, 
commissioners decided 
$909,000 would be used 
from fund-balance reserves 
and another $606,000 
from the county delinquent 
tax fund in the treasurer’s 
offi  ce. The county general 
fund receives 4.7562 mills 
in taxation.

The county also approved 
a 2015 special fund revenue 
budget of $38.7 million for 
all agencies and operations 

which are balanced within 
the fund balances except for 
a $70,915 defi cit in the child 
care costs for probate court.

Besides state funds, rev-
enues and federal grants the 
Commission on Aging will 
get .4908 mills for opera-
tions and another .2425 
mills for the H & C Burn-
side Center building debt. 
There are millages for 911 at 
1 mill; jail and law enforce-
ment at .5 mills; BATA at 

.3436 mills; veterans relief
at .1 mill, and the Branch
District Library at 1.105
mills.

On Tuesday  county
administrator Bud Norman
said some of the funds actu-
ally were in other accounts,
such as the Family Indepen-
dence Agency, and he was
working to transfer reim-
bursement funds. Chairman

NEXT YEAR’S FINANCES

Commissioners adopt 2015 budget

Olney Swift

The Daily Reporter

BROOKLYN — The Viking
Bots, Bronson Junior High
School’s robotics team, com-
peted on Nov. 22 at Columbia
Central High School. The
team fi nished 14th out of 27

ROBOTICS

Bronson 
students 
participate 
in contest

By Jamie Barrand
Twitter: @editorbarrand

B A T T L E  C R E E K 
— Local cadets and vet-
erans took part recently 
in the national Wreaths 
Across America ceremony 
at Fort Custer National 
Cemetery in Battle Creek.

C e r e m o n i e s  t o o k 
place in more than 200 

veterans’  cemeteries 
nationwide. Participants 
at Fort Custer’s obser-
vance included veterans 
and active military from 
all branches of the armed 
forces, as well as members 
of the Battle Creek Cadet 
Squadron of the U.S. Air 
Force Auxiliary (Civil Air 
Patrol), which included 
youth from Branch, 

Calhoun, Kalamazoo and 
Van Buren counties.

The event began with 
the presentation of the 
colors, which was con-
ducted by Coldwater’s 
American Legion Post 
No. 52 Honor Guard. The 
keynote speaker was U.S. 
Army Retired Sgt. James 
Sims of Coldwater.

After Sims spoke, the 

veterans, servicemen and 
cadets laid wreaths for 
each branch of the mili-
tary and the Merchant 
Marines .  They then 
set about placing 464 
wreaths on graves around 
the cemetery; Vietnam 
veteran George Fincham 
of Coldwater placed a 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA

Honor the fallen

UNION CITY — Children 
converged upon the First 
Congregational Church on 
Saturday, Dec. 13 to enjoy a 
breakfast and meet Santa.

The event, sponsored by 
the Branch District Library, 
brought in 172 children; a 

total of 333 people enjoyed 
breakfast. The men’s group 
from the church cooked 
the pancakes and sausages. 
Interact students with Com-
munity Unlimited read 
books while children waited 
to see Santa.

HOLIDAY FUN

Children enjoy breakfast with Santa

Children and their families enjoy a breakfast with Santa 
Children and their families get pancakes made 
by volunteers. 

Santa and his elves gave children 
Christmas treats recently. COUR-
TESY PHOTOS

Local cadets, veterans remeber those who have served

C/SMGT Lane Casarez, a member of the Battle Creek Cadet Squadron of 
the U.S. Air Force, stands at attention with his grandfather, Maj. Ed Shum-
way. Both are from Tekonsha.

The Battle Creek Cadet 
Squadron of the U.S. Air Force 
Auxiliary, which includes 
cadets from Branch, Calhoun, 
Kalamazoo and Van Buren 
counties, laid 464 wreaths 
during the recent Wreaths 
Across America ceremony at 
Fort Custer National Cem-
etery in Battle Creek. HUNTER 
COOK PHOTOS
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By David Eggert
The Associated Press

LANSING — Gov. Rick
Snyder ordered a reorgani-
zation of the state’s economic
growth and job training
efforts under one depart-
ment and also announced
some leadership changes on
Thursday.

WORKFORCE SKILLS

Snyder 
reorganizes 
economic, 
job training 
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717 West Chicago Street
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Only 6 Days Left Until Christmas!

A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

If you or your loved one is
recovering from a surgery or

a serious illness consider
The Laurels of Coldwater

to get you home
...Sooner...Safer...Stronger

For more information about the
Laurel Way of Caring please call 517.279.9808

90 North Michigan Avenue • Coldwater, MI 49036 • www.laurelsofcoldwater.com

1 of 1

NEWSPAPER COVERAGE
January 9, 2015

Branch District 
Library

www.BranchDistrictLibrary.org


