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1. Cup of Com-
fort
WHAT The annual Cup of 
Comfort event sponsored 
by the Branch County 
Coalition Against Domes-
tic Violence (BCCADV), 
Coach Eby Youth and 
Family Center and the 
Downtown Business 
Association.
WHEN 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
today, Dec. 6
WHERE Coach Eby Youth 
and Family Center, 89 W. 
Chicago St., Coldwater
WHO This event is open 
to the public.
DETAILS Guests can 
purchase a cup for $2 
at any vendor on the 
parade route or at the 
Coach Eby Center and 
have it fi lled with your 
choice of soup, coff ee, hot 
chocolate or cider. Other 
food and snack choices 
will be available as well. 
Guests will also be able to 
enjoy holiday music, craft 
projects for the kids, a 
giveaway, and a visit with 
Santa Claus.

2. Cookie an-
gels
WHAT The Grosvenor 
House Museum is in need 
of cookie angels to donate 
homemade cookies and 
goodies for the annual 
Christmas Open House.
WHEN Cookies can be 
delivered between 9 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, Dec. 6.
WHERE The Grosve-
nor House Museum, 
211 Maumee Street, 
Jonesville
DETAILS The annual 
Christmas Open House 
will take place Dec. 6-7 
at the Grosvenor House 
Museum.
INFO For more informa-
tion, call (517) 849-9596.

3. Party, food 
drive
WHAT The Big Boy 
Cruise In Christmas Party 
and Food Drive will be 
held.
WHEN 6 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 8
WHERE Big Boy, 552 E. 
Chicago St., Coldwater
DETAILS The party will 
be combined with a food 
drive for the Branch Area 
Food Pantry, and dona-
tions of non-perishable 
cans of food items are 
appreciated. A raffl  e will 
also be held.

See more Find our com-
plete calendar inside, A3

How to list your event 
Send your event and 
contact information 
to avanauker@thedai-
lyreporter.com or call 
517-278-2318.

3 THINGS TO DO

MAKING IT RIGHT
The staff  members of The Daily Reporter value accuracy 
and try hard to avoid mistakes. If you see an inaccuracy 
in any news item, please bring it to our attention so we 
can set the record straight. Call 517-278-2318 or email 
editor@thedailyreporter.com.

Have a favorite
holiday recipe?
Share it with

our readers.
Appetizer, main dish, side dish, desserts,

drink... we want ‘em all!
Send recipes along with your name

and daytime phone number to
editor@thedailyreporter.com

or mail/drop off to: The Daily Reporter
15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI 49036

HUNTING
TROPHIES

Send in your photos of animals you
have hunted this year, and we will run
them in the newspaper and online at
www.thedailyrepoter.com. Send with

your name, when and where the
hunting trip took place, and a

daytime phone number to
editor@thedailyreporter.com or

mail/drop off to: The Daily Reporter,
15 West Pearl Street,
Coldwater, MI 49036.

SHOW OFF YOUR
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TODAY

Clouds breaking and 
breezy 41°

HIGH:

TONIGHT

Clear LOW:

Full Last New First
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Statistics through 5 p.m. yesterday

Precip. 24 hrs. through 5 p.m. yest. Trace
High / Low temperatures 37° / 30°

 Today Sunday
Sunrise 7:53 a.m. 7:54 a.m.
Sunset 5:09 p.m. 5:09 p.m.
Moonrise 5:45 p.m. 6:37 p.m.
Moonset 7:42 a.m. 8:36 a.m.

SUNDAY

Sunshine mixing 
with some clouds LOW: 31°

HIGH: 37°

HIGH:
LOW: 30°

Showers of rain and 
snow in the p.m.

40°
MONDAY

25°
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COLDWATER — 
Daniel R. Rogers, 95, of 
Coldwater, passed away 
on Wednesday, Dec. 3, 
2014 at The Laurels of 
Coldwater.

A memorial service 
will take place at a later 
date; arrangements 
are being cared for by 
Dutcher Funeral Home in 
Coldwater.

Daniel was born April 
4, 1919 in Jackson to 
Clifton and Alta (Wilm-
arth) Rogers. He married 
Thelma Eggleston on 
June 2, 1946 in Algansee 
Township.

Mr. Rogers served in the 
Army Air Corps and was a 
veteran of World War II. 
He worked for many years 
at Bundy Tubing until 
his retirement, and later 
worked for Haylett Auto.

Daniel was a member 
of the VFW and a former 

member of the American 
Legion. He had a passion 
for cars and planes and a 
gift for the art of photog-
raphy. Daniel adored his 
family and held a special 
place in his heart for 
each and every one of his 
grandchildren.

Daniel is survived by his 
wife Thelma; his daugh-
ters Karen (Wes) Brannon 
of Marshall, Marlene 
(Larry Wilkinson) Rogers 

of Coldwater and Mona 
(Richard Moore) Rogers 
of High Point, North 
Carolina; his grandchil-
dren Heidi Porter of 
Coldwater, Dana Krutsch, 
Katie (Scott) Wolf, 
Wesley Dale Brannon, all 
of Marshall; his great-
grandchildren Whitney, 
Lucas, Bianca, Ozzy, 
Savanah, Kelly, Jessica, 
Ashley, Robbie, Jenny, 
Mandi and Matthew; nine 
great great-grandchildren, 
along with the nurses and 
aides at the Laurels who 
became like family and 
loved him like their own.

He was preceded 
in death by his great-
granddaughter Blaine 
Elizabeth; six sisters, and 
a brother.

Memorials may be 
directed to Disabled 
American Veterans. www.
dutcherfh.com.

DANIEL R. ROGERS 1919 — 2014

NUTCRACKERS AT THE LIBRARY

Larisa Vorce loaned her nutcracker collection to the Coldwater branch of the Branch 
District Library for the month of December. The collection is on display in a case on 
the second floor of the library. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Thursday, 
Dec. 4, 2014
■ Kristina Lynn Lincoln, 
warrant – possession of 
methamphetamine, warrant 

– delivery/manufacture of 
marijuana, warrant – child 
abuse/fourth degree (times 
three).
■  Kelly Dewayne Moe, war-
rant – Friend of the Court.
■  Nicole Ellen Sparks, 

probation violation.
The Branch County Sheriff 's 
Offi  ce reported three car/deer 
accidents and a jail popula-
tion of 122 inmates, with 
105 males and 17 females.

JAIL COMMITMENTS

Thursday, Dec. 4, 
2014
■ Car/deer accident (CD), 
1000 block of Marshall Rd., 
12:29 a.m.
■ Structure fi re, 800 block 
of Clarendon Rd., 2:17 a.m.
■ CD, 300 block of N. Bata-
via Rd., 2:19 a.m.
■ CD, 1000 block of W. Chi-
cago Rd., 4:25 a.m.
■ CD, 1000 block of E. Chi-
cago Rd., 6:25 a.m.
■ CD, 500 block of S. 
Parham Rd., 6:55 a.m.
■ CD, 1000 block of Claren-
don Rd., 7:19 a.m.

■ Assault, 70 block of S. 
Clay St., 7:41 a.m.
■ Animal complaint (AC), 
1000 block of W. Chicago 
Rd., 8:00 a.m.
■ AC, 200 block of N. Fre-
mont Rd., 8:29 a.m.
■ Structure fi re, 90 block of 
Morse St., 9:47 a.m.
■ Burn complaint, 800 
block of Rawson Rd., 9:50 
a.m.
■ Property damage acci-
dent, 800 block of E. 
Chicago St., 11:03 a.m.
■ AC, 1000 block of Rail-
road Dr., 12:58 p.m.
■ AC, 500 block of Farrand 
Rd., 1:07 p.m.

■ AC, 400 block of Matilda 
St., 1:12 p.m.
■ Suspicious situation, 40 
block of Cole St., 2:43 p.m.
■ AC, 800 block of Claren-
don Rd., 4:12 p.m.
■ Auto theft, Branch 
County, 6:27 p.m.
■ Parking complaint, 50 
block of E. Chicago St., 7:55 
p.m.
■ AC, 10 block of Henry St., 
8:48 p.m.
■ Threat, 600 block of 
Tomahawk Trl., 9:49 p.m.
• Music complaint, 100 
block of N. Fillmore Rd., 
10:20 p.m.

911

Get all your news 
and sports at 

thedailyreporter.com
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Generously underwritten by: Bronson Strike Zone, Century Bank & Trust,
Tungsten CrossÞt, Greater Michigan Movers, Dr. Matthew Christopher DDS

and Advanas Foot & Ankle Clinics

ATTENTION
CITY RESIDENTS:

Watch for your
2015 City Calendar
to be delivered with
the December 10th

Shoppers Guide
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By Don Reid
Twitter: @DReidTDR

COLDWATER Ñ Coldwa-
ter Township resident Chris 
Smith expected to get time 
served when he appeared 
before Branch County Circuit 
Judge Bill OÕGrady; he had 
pled guilty to the illegal sale 
of medical marijuana.

Instead he was sent to 
prison for 16 months to 2 
years because of the amount 
of drugs involved, as well as 
his history.

On Sept. 7 
Michigan State 
Police troop-
ers received a 
tip that mari-
j uana  was 
being delivered 

to SmithÕs home. 
Lynne Hodges of Stanton was 
stopped nearby and admitted 
she had delivered a pound 
of marijuana to Smith and 
received $2,400, which was 
seized.

Troopers then obtained a 
search warrant and returned 

to SmithÕs residence where the 
marijuana Ð over 1,000 grams 
contained in zip locked bags 
Ð was seized. Vials of hash oil 
were found as well.

Offi  cers said Smith admit-
ted he sold marijuana to 
others who had no MMMA 
cards but Òwho needed it.Ó 
Records indicate SmithÕs 
MMMA card had expired.

Smith suffers from a 
broken back, crushed legs as 
the result of an accident, and 
has had six heart attacks.

ÒAfter 20 days in jailÓ before 

he was released on bond, ÒI 
could hardly walk,Ó he said.

Branch County Prosecutor 
Ralph Kimble called Smith Òa 
drug dealer under the guise of 
medical marijuana.

ÒThis sends a wrong mes-
sage for no more jail time,Ó 
Kimble said.

ÒI realize what I done 
wasnÕt with the law, but I just 
wanted to give comfort before 
they died,Ó Smith said of the 
people he supplied.

ÒSo youÕre just  the 
Robin Hood of controlled 

substances?Ó O'Grady asked.
ÒI hate to put it that way, 

but it was non-proÞ t,Ó Smith 
said. He added the money 
made Òwent back into the 
community.Ó

O'Grady asked Smith if he 
were a philanthropist?

ÒIt wasnÕt large quantities,Ó 
Smith answered.

ÒYou have a history of deal-
ing for proÞ t, which demands 
higher sanctions because of 
the repetitive nature of your 
crimes,Ó O'Grady said.

Smith served a prison term 

in the 1980s for delivering 
cocaine. He had other drug 
convictions in the 1990s.

In total, Smith had served 
7 and a half years in prison 
prior to his latest conviction.

ÒI just tried to help others 
with their pain like it helped 
mine,Ó Smith said of his mari-
juana business.

ÒUnfortunately this is a 
wrong example for people 
who are trying to promote 
medical marijuana,Ó O'Grady 
said. ÒFormer dealers trying 
to bootstrapÓ and use the law.

'ROBIN HOOD OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES'

Smith returns to prison on another Marijuana charge
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POLITICS

Legislators honored

Firefighters rushed to a Girard home late Sunday 
evening after it caught fire. The exact cause of the 
fire and the extent of damages were not known as of 
press time. Residents who were home when the fire 
began were able to escape. CHRIS WORST PHOTO

GIRARD FIRE

Branch County Commission chairman Don Vrablic pres-
ents certificates of appreciation to retiring State Sen. 
Bruce Caswell (left) and State Rep. Ken Kurtz (right) 
from the county for their service. DON REID PHOTO

Local puppet enthu-
siast William Odisher, 
Jr., 12, performed at the 
Branch District Library 
Ð Coldwater Branch on 

Saturday. Children of all 
ages watched as Odisher 
put on a skit with several 
diff erent puppets and read 
them a story. 

TALENTED YOUTH

William Odisher, Jr. uses a puppet to read a story to 
local children. PHOTO BY CHRISTY HART-HARRIS

By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

COLDWATER Ñ The 
Branch Area Detach-
ment Marine Corps League 
presented certificates of 
appreciation for publicly and 
proudly displaying the United 
States ß ag to Cole Ford Lincoln 

and Belle Tire recently.
Members presented the 

award to James Lambrich, 
manager at Belle Tire, and 
DJ Selby of Cole Ford Lincoln.

ÒThey have one of the larg-
est ß ags in the area,Ó said Ryan 
Wright, Jr., Vice Commandant 
of the detachment. ÒIt costs a 
great deal to maintain the ß ag 

and the pole to ß y a ß ag of that 
size, and we wanted to honor 
them for their sacriÞ ce, loyalty 
and patriotism.Ó

ÒWe appreciate you for all 
you do,Ó said Selby. ÒThe cost 
is a far cry from the cost of our 
service men and women. Ò

PROUDLY DISPLAYING FLAG

Marines present certiÞ cates of appreciation
Puppet show at 
Coldwater library

Get all your news 
and sports at 

thedailyreporter.
com
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Ornament stories
Do you have a favorite Christmas ornament – maybe one that’s

been your favorite since childhood or one your child made?
Share your story with us, and we’ll run some in the newspaper.

Send a photo of and 100 words or less about your special ornament,
with your name and a  daytime phone number,

to jbarrand@thedailyreporter.com or mail/drop off to:
The Daily Reporter, 15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI 49036.

Tire
Co.

Downtown Coldwater
278-5639

BRAKES • ALIGNMENTS
OIL CHANGES • BATTERIES

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1949

www.dallytire.com
GET MORE WITH
TIRE PURCHASE

AND INSTALLATION
* EVERYDAY LOW PRICE
* FREE lifetime alignment checks
* FREE lifetime tire rotations (most vehicles)
* FREE lifetime wheel balancing
* FREE lifetime tire repairs
* FREE limited road hazzard warranty
* FREErubber valve stems
* FREE tire disposal
* 6 month interest free financing (ask for details)

MORE TIRES
MORE SERVICE
MORE SAVINGS

* most applications

We're here to help you navigate this  
complex financial world.
With so many options, it's difficult to decide which investment strategy will 
get you to your destination.  That's where Hilliard Lyons can help.  We'll help 
you set your goals and set a course of action to reach your destination.  It's done 
with experience, it's done with access to virtually every investment possible, and 
it's done with your best interests in mind.

Securities offered through J.J.B. Hilliard, W.L. Lyons, LLC | Member NYSE, FINRA & SIPC | ©2007-2013

T!"  D#$$%, CWA®
F&'()  V&*+ P'+(&"+,)  | F&,#,*&#$ C!,(-$)#,)

387 North Willowbrook Road | Suite E
Coldwater, MI 49036 | 517.278.4333 | 800.211.5257
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By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

COLDWATER — The 
Branch District Library’s 
free Christmas Train ride 
was held Saturday at the Little 
River Railroad station.

Passengers on the train 
ride sang Christmas Carols 

and listened as the story “The 
Polar Express” was read aloud. 
Santa awaited children at the 
train depot after the ride. Each 
person who boarded the 
train was given a ticket to be 
stamped by Mark Heydlauff , 
Bronson city manager.

On the back of 20 tickets 
was a sticker from Taylor’s 

Books and More. The lucky 
children who received the 
random tickets could take 
them to Taylor’s to receive 
a free copy of “The Polar 
Express.”

The train ride was free to 

passengers thanks to sev-
eral sponsors: Coldwater 
Kiwanis Club, Coldwater 
Noontime Rotary, Santa 
Klaus Publishing, Jane Bald-
win Endowment and Taylor’s 
Books and More.

BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY

Locals ride the Christmas Train

Mark Heydlauff, Bronson city manager, punches tickets 
on the Polar Express. 

Children listen to Steve Littley read the story of the 
Polar Express. 

Julia Littley leads passengers on the train in singing 
various Christmas carols. 

A youngster is fascinated by the train as he walks by it 
with his parents. 

Residents and staff at Drews Place Coldwater are collecting for Toys for Tots. They 
are asking the public to help them make a special Christmas for needy children. 
They will be collecting until Dec. 18. COURTESY PHOTO

DREW’S PLACE

Upickem Pro Football

Big Game Challenge
How it works: Click on the link on our website at

www.thedailyreporter.com or
http://thedailyreporter.com/pro-football

and create your profile under the registration tab.
Players pick winning games of all pro football games each week.

Players guess scores of Monday night games as weekly
tiebreakers. Players can also play our “survivor game”;

each week they choose a team they think is going to win;
players are eliminated from the game if their game loses;

each team can only be chosen once. Second Street provides
national weekly prizes and overall prizes.

Visit the website for official rules and prizes.

WEEK 15 GAMES

YOU KNOW 
THINK

PRO FOOTBALL?

Play
To Win!
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TODAY THU FRI

34°/23° 38°/29° 39°/32°

NATION/WORLD

LOCAL

Star Students 
announced at 
Jennings Elementary
EDUCATION, PAGE 4

XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
XXXX, PAGE XX

KIWANIS INDUCT 
 NEW MEMBERS

 AREA, PAGE 12

www.TheDailyReporter.com $1

The  daily newspaper for Branch County, covering
Coldwater, Bronson, Quincy, Union City and Tekonsha

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

B R O N S O N  —  A n 
attempted to stop of a van 
in Bronson ended with the 
arrest of two 15-year-old 
juveniles early Tuesday 

morning af ter  a  high 
speed 11 mile chase to 
Coldwater.

Bronson Police Officer 
Scott Bogard attempted 
to stop the 2000 Plymouth 
Voyager at 1:03 am for an 
equipment infraction in 

the middle of Bronson. 
The driver took off at a 
high rate of speed east on 
U.S. 12.

Speeds exceeded 100 
miles per hour during the 
chase. Coldwater Police 
deployed a controlled tire 

deflation device “stopo 
sticks” near Willow Lane 
east of Oakgrove cemetery 
which deflated all four 
tires stopping the van.

The two Coldwater teens 
inside were arrested and 
transferred to the Calhoun 

county juvenile detention 
center pending further 
proceedings in Branch 
county Probate court. 

The boys had taken the 
van without permission.

Michigan State Police 
also assisted in the chase.

BRONSON POLICE 

Juvenile arrested after chase 

By David Eggert
The Associated Press

LANSING, Mich. —
An incentives program
used to entice fi lmmak-
ing to the state would
change and be extended
by four years under a
bill sent Tuesday to Gov.
Rick Snyder, a move sup-
porters said would keep
Michigan current with
what other states are
doing to lure Hollywood.

F u n d i n g  f o r  t h e
Michigan Film O!  ce is
currently scheduled to
end in 2017, but would
continue until late 2021
under the bill given fi nal
approval by the Repub-
lican-controlled Senate
on a 33-4 vote. However,
nothing prevents legis-
lators from scaling back
the $50 million-a-year
program in the annual
budget process.

Michigan now covers
27 percent of qualified
expenditures on movies
and other productions.
Under the changes, it
would pay 25 percent
along with another 3
percent of spending at
a permanent in-state
studio or 10 percent of
expenditures at an in-
state post-production
facility.

The bill would require
fi lmmakers  to  have
higher ratios of Michi-
gan workers to qualify
for incentives, though a
waiver could be sought
if not enough qualified
employees were avail-
able. Subsidization of
a movie’s “above-the-
line” personnel, such as
the director and actors,
would be capped at 30
percent.

The measure  a lso
would lift a $2 million-
per-employee cap on
salar ies  counted as
reimbursable expen-
ditures, requiring that
taxes be paid on royal-
ties and other residual
income earned on fi lms
made here. Currently,
TV shows can get subsi-
dies for no more than two
straight seasons, but the
bill would let them apply
for more, and they would

FILM INCENTIVES

Changes to 
program go 
to Snyder

SEE FILM,  A5

By Chris Worst
Twitter: @ChrisWorst_TDR

SHERWOOD — Chil-
dren and their families 
gathered at the Sherwood 
Masonic Lodge Saturday 
to have breakfast with a 
special holiday visitor.

To the delight of the 
children, Santa Claus 
himself showed up to fi nd 
out what the they wanted 
for Christmas and to take 
photos with them.

The now-annual event, 
sponsored by the Branch 
District Library, is one 
of two such events; the 

second will be held at the 
Union Township Branch 
Library.

Sherwood Branch man-
ager Gina Horn said this is 
the second year the break-
fasts have been held.

“It’s our way of thanking 
our community for sup-
porting the library,” she 
said. “We couldn’t do this 
without all of our sponsors 
and the (library) friends.”

Zach Chapman, one of 
the volunteers who helped 
that morning, said he came 
to last year’s breakfast but 

HOLIDAY CHEER

Santa visits Sherwood for breakfast

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

BRONSON — Bronson 
Fire Department personnel 
were faced with two nearly-
simultaneous fi res Tuesday 
just after 1 p.m.

The fi rst call came at 1:12 
p.m. with reports of an out-
side wood burner that had 
caught a trailer on fire at 
270 Taggert Road on the far 
west side of Bronson Town-
ship. Consumers Energy 

workers nearby used mul-
tiple fi re extinguishers on 
the fire until BFD trucks 
arrived to help contain the 
fi re at the Lucas and Candi 
Shadix home.

The heating pipes from 
the furnace ignited the 
home and fl ooring as they 
overheated. Bronson fire-
fi ghters used 2,000 gallons 
of water and foam to fi ght 
the fi re for two hours.

BRONSON FIRE DEPARMENT 

Bronson units called to two fi res at one time

Lakeland and Orland (Ind.) fire departments responded with 
a Bronson truck after Bronson got nearly simultaneous calls 
Tuesday afternoon on oppose sides of its service district.

SEE SANTA,  A5

SEE FIRES,  A5
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Breakfast with 
Santa to be held
UNION CITY — The 
Branch District Library – 
Union Township Branch 
will host a breakfast with 
Santa Saturday from 9-11 
a.m. at the library.
Pancakes sausages, milk 
and juice will be served. 
All children who attend 
will get a free picture and 
gift from Santa.
All ages are admitted free, 
however registration is 
required. Please register 
in-person at the library; 
by calling 517-741-5061, or 
register online at http://
goo.gl/MSh2Aj.

Bank collects 
for food pantry
BRONSON — Century 
Bank and Trust in Bronson 
is collecting non-perish-
able food donations until 
Dec. 31 for the Bronson 
Community Food Pantry. 
The bank is located at 106 
E. Chicago St. 

Good Samaritan 
Spotlight
Do you know someone 
who goes out of their way 
to help others? Maybe 
they rake the leaves or 
shovel the snow in their 
neighbor’s yard, sidewalk 
or driveway. Perhaps they 
have helped someone 
whose vehicle was broken 
down on the side of the 
road, or delivered groceries 
or cleaned the home of an 
elderly or disabled person.
Whatever the good deed 
is, we want to know 
about it. Please submit a 
picture of the good deed 
or person along with their 
name, city of residence 
and a description of 
their generosity. Send all 
information to Amanda 
Vanauker at avanauker@
thedailyreporter.com.

Police protests 
draw old, young, 
white and black 
The mostly white crowd 
that gathered outside Salt 
Lake City’s federal building 
hoisted signs reading “Black 
Lives Matter,” and chanted 
for justice before wading 
into downtown traffi  c. In the 
historic Boston suburb of 
Lexington, Massachusetts, 
protesters with children in 
tow stood alongside others 
in their 80s. Across the 
country, protesters angered 
at the killing of unarmed 
black men by white police 
offi  cers have turned out in 
recent days, many in cities 
far removed from where the 
most highly publicized cases 
have played out. They are 
students and grandmoth-
ers, experienced protesters 
as well as novices, often as 
many white as black.

20-month-old Alana Wade gets help cutting her pancake 
from her mother, Sarah Zebalsky, during the Breakfast 
with Santa event in Sherwood. CHRIS WORST PHOTO

From left: 4-year-old Westyn Barrett, 8-year-old Brooklyn Dawshaw and 6-year-old Lauryn Barrett sit with 
Santa and one of his elves during the Breakfast with Santa event in Sherwood. CHRIS WORST PHOTO
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JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF

ASK DR. K

ADVICE | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

DEAR DOCTOR K: I have 
osteoarthritis. ItÕs improved 
some with physical therapy 
and weight loss, but not 
entirely. Should I give Òjoint 
supportÓ supplements a 
try? Which ones?

DEAR READER: Your 
question reminds me of 
two of my patients. ÒJohnÓ 
was a man in his 50s whose 
pain from arthritis in his 
knees made it hard for him 
to play pickup basketball. 
Physical therapy and pain 
medicines helped, but not 
completely.

ÒHelenÓ was a woman in 
her 60s who loved garden-
ing. Arthritis in her knees 
caused pain every time she 
knelt to dig up or plant 
something. Conventional 
treatments helped a lot, but 
she still was in pain.

Many of my patients with 
osteoarthritis are like these 
two. They beneÞ t from 
physical therapy, weight 
loss and medications to 
reduce pain and inß am-
mation. But some, despite 
trying these treatments, 
still end up with pain, 
stiff ness and limits on their 
day-to-day functioning. So 
I understand when they 
ask about joint support 
supplements.

Here are some of the 
more popular osteoarthritis 
supplements on the market 
and the evidence for - or 
against - giving them a try:

■ GLUCOSAMINE and 
CHONDROITIN. A major 
study of these supple-
ments in The New England 
Journal of Medicine con-
cluded that they may help 
relieve pain in people with 
moderate to severe osteo-
arthritis pain. If you fall 
into this category, try the 
glucosamine-chondroitin 
combination for two to 
three months. If you Þ nd it 
eases your pain, itÕs reason-
able to keep using it. If not, 
save your money.

■ DIMETHYL SULF-
OXIDE (DMSO) and 
METHYL SULFONYL 
METHANE (MSM). The 
handful of clinical trials on 
these substances show that 
they are no better than a 
placebo (sugar pill) when it 
comes to pain reduction.

■ S-ADENOSYLME-
THIONINE (SAMe). A 
2009 review looked at 
four clinical trials that 
compared SAMe against 
a placebo. The diff erence 
between the supplement 
and sugar pill was small 
and possibly due to chance.

■ BOSWELLIA SER-
RATA. In one review of this 
herbal remedy, people who 
took 100 milligrams (mg) 
of B. serrata daily for three 
months said their pain was 
moderately lower and their 
functioning slightly better, 
compared with those who 
took the placebo.

AVOCADO SOYBEAN 
UNSAPONIFIABLES 
(ASU). Results from six 
studies of ASU, another 
herbal remedy, found 
that taking 300 mg daily 
for three to 12 months 
slightly improved pain and 
functioning.

I usually support my 
patientsÕ decisions to try 
glucosamine and chondroi-
tin. But I warn them that 
just because a supplement 
is natural doesnÕt mean 
itÕs safe. And that supple-
ments, like medications, 
can cause side eff ects such 
as stomach upset, nausea, 
skin rashes and allergic 
reactions.

Joint support 
supplements 
vary in 
eff ectiveness

DEAR ABBY: A few 
months ago, I turned 50 
and my co-workers held a 
small celebration. When 
we celebrate birthdays, we 
all have agreed to regift an 
item (usually a gag gift).

One of my presents was 
a black leather miniskirt 
and matching vest. I never 
planned on wearing it, 
but my husband, ÒTom,Ó 
and I were invited to an 
Ô80s-themed Halloween 
party and I didnÕt want to 
spend a lot of money on a 
costume, so we decided to 
go as a rock star and his 
groupie.

I left work early to get 
ready for the party. When 
Tom arrived home, he 
couldnÕt keep his eyes or 
hands off  me. We never 
made it to the party and 
had the best sex weÕd had in 
years. Before that night, our 
love life had been practically 
nonexistent.

Abby, please remind read-
ers to always keep intimacy 
in their relationships. 
Apparently, Tom and I just 
needed to be creative and 
spice things up a little.
- HAPPIER IN 
PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR HAPPIER: ThatÕs 
a great suggestion. Now 
I know why your jack-oÕ-
lantern was smiling.

DEAR ABBY: I was mar-
ried for six years and had 
three children with my 
husband. He always said he 
hated people who cheat on 
their spouse, but then he 
had an aff air with a mar-
ried co-worker, a woman 
who had three kids. We 
had a huge argument about 
it. I called her names and 
he beat me up. I called the 
police, he was arrested, 
jailed, and I Þ led for 
divorce.

It has been six years and 
I have moved on, but IÕm 
still angry over their cheat-
ing. They got married and 
invited mutual friends who 
knew of their aff air. All of 
them attended the wedding.

When I questioned a 
few of them about why 
they didnÕt tell me he was 
cheating on me, they said it 
was Ònone of their busi-
ness.Ó (Oddly enough, those 
people thought nothing 
of socializing with the 
cheaters.)

IÕd like to know how 
many of your readers would 
tell someone their spouse 
was cheating. I know I 
would, because aff airs arenÕt 
innocent fun.

Just to add to the end 
of my story, my ex and his 
trophy wife are now divorc-
ing after three years of 
marriage. The reason? He 
caught her cheating!
- THE EX-MRS. IN 
ILLINOIS

DEAR EX-MRS.: These 
ÒfriendsÓ may not have told 
you because they either 
didnÕt want to get involved, 
or they had already chosen 
whose side they planned to 
be on.

I suspect many readers 
will want to chime in on 
your question. And I also 
suspect that, unlike years 
ago when folks opted to 
remain silent, the majority 
will say they feel the spouse 
has a right to know because 
they would want to be told.
Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known 
as Jeanne Phillips, and was 
founded by her mother, Pau-
line Phillips. Contact Dear 
Abby at www.DearAbby.
com or P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

Wife’s birthday 
gag gift turns 
out to be a 
turn-on
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There was extensive 
damage to the hallway 
and bedroom. The total 
damage to the structure 
was estimated at $10,000; 
with heavy smoke damage 
throughout the home, 

content damage was esti-
mated at $10,000.

The s t ruc ture  and 
its contents were both 
insured.

While BFD personnel 
were still fighting that 
Þ re just before 2 p.m., 911 
received a call of smoke 
coming from a trailer 
parked among a group 

of others on Steff ey Road 
between Southern and 
Adams roads in the far 
southeast side of the Þ re 
district.

The BFD dispatched 
one truck and an assis-
tant chief and requested 
mutual aid from nearby 
Lakeland and Orland, 
Indiana Þ re departments. 

Each responded with two 
trucks.

The fire in the trailer 
was quickly put out before 
it could spread; the struc-
ture sustained mostly 
interior damage.

LifeCare and Consum-
ers Energy assisted at both 
Þ res, cutting power to the 
structures.

FIRES
From Page A1

get preference for future 
funding.

Senate Majority Leader 
Randy Richardville, the 
legislationÕs sponsor, said 
his goal is to permanently 
grow MichiganÕs produc-
tion workforce.

Hollywood, he said, 
Òloves the people that we 
have here. We need to 
build more careers rather 
than just jobs,Ó said the 
Monroe Republ ican, 
whose impending depar-
ture because of term limits 
could be a blow to other 
advocates of the incentives.

The state Chamber of 
Commerce and other critics 

have said the credits given 
to Hollywood are a Òboon-
doggle.Ó The incentives were 
among the countryÕs most 
lucrative when Michigan 
initially began awarding 
them in 2008 under then-
Gov. Jennifer Granholm, 
but were scaled back by 
Snyder in 2011.

ÒThese film subsidies 
are the worst of corporate 

welfare. We are sending a 
large amount of money out 
of the state,Ó said Rep. Tom 
McMillin, a Rochester Hills 
Republican who opposed 
the bill when it easily 
cleared the GOP-led House 
last week. ÒIt could be used 
for roads, it could be used 
for schools, it could be used 
to keep the money in the 
pockets of our citizens.Ó

FILM
From Page A1

decided this year he was 
going to help. He served 
pancakes along with Chris 
Smitt, who made them.

ÒThis is my second year 
doing this,Ó said Smitt. ÒItÕs 
just one way of serving 
your community.

ÒSpread the love,Ó Smitt 
added.

Horn said the greatest 
inß ux of children occurred 
when the event began at 9 
a.m., but plenty came after 
that eager to talk to the big 
man in red upstairs.

ÒI do like high heels,Ó 
said 4-year-old Cara 
OÕConner when asked 
what she wanted Santa to 
bring her for Christmas.

The second Breakfast 
with Santa will be held 
at the Union Township 
branch library Saturday 

from 9-11 a.m. Registra-
tion is requested at the 

Union Branch Library, 
by calling 741-5061or by 

singing up online at http://
goo.gl/MSh2Aj.

SANTA
From Page A1

A group of children eat breakfast and listen as volunteer Pat Bone reads “The 
Night Before Christmas” at the Sherwood Masonic Lodge Saturday. 

CHRIS WORST PHOTO

The Associated Press

LANSING TOWNSHIP, 
Mich. Ñ A man killed by 
police during a Lansing-
area traffi  c stop displayed 
a gun before he was shot 
in a car, investigators said 
Tuesday.

But the driver of the 
Chevrolet Monte Carlo 
said the victim, Ran-
dall Minier Jr., was not 

threatening officers and 
showed the gun simply to 
alert them.

ÒThey shot right through 
the back window,Ó driver 
and Minier friend Tyrell 
Washington told the Lan-
sing State Journal. ÒThey 
didnÕt ask no questions, 
nothing. Just shot.Ó 

Washington was driv-
ing with Minier, 27, and 
another passenger when 

Lansing Township offi-
cers stopped the car in a 
residential neighborhood 
Monday.

Minier Òdisplayed a gun 
to the offi  cers,Ó Michigan 
State Police said in a state-
ment. ÒOne of the Lansing 
Township offi  cers Þ red his 
weapon at the passenger. 
The passenger was later 
pronounced deceased.Ó

Minier has a criminal 

record involving drugs 
and resisting police in 
Clinton County, accord-
ing to the state Corrections 
Department, and therefore 
cannot have a gun.

An autopsy is pending. 
The state police will con-
duct the investigation and 
give any findings to the 
Ingham County prosecu-
tor. Two offi  cers have been 
placed on paid leave.

POLICE SHOOTING

Police say man killed had weapon 

Have a favorite holiday recipe?
Share it with our readers.

Appetizer, main dish, side dish, desserts,
drink... we want ‘em all!

Send recipes along with your name
and daytime phone number to

jbarrand@thedailyreporter.com
or mail/drop off to: The Daily Reporter

15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI 49036
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