
Thursday, September 18, 2004. Coldwater Daily Reporter, page A10:

A10 Thursday, September 18, 2014THE DAILY REPORTER

AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

By Chris Worst
Twitter: @ChrisWorst_TDR

COLDWATER — For 13 
years, Diane Pridgeon and 
Susanne Wise have held a 
benefit concert at Tibbits 
Opera House in memory of 
several family members.

The proceeds from this 
year’s concert, which will take 
place on Saturday, will help 
the Branch District Library 
conduct a special program 
for area children.

“Lisa Dove will do Kinder-
music,” Pridgeon said. “A lot 
of families may not be able 
to provide that for their chil-
dren, but with this off ering 
(the program will be avail-
able to them).”

Kindermusik is a program 
for young children that uses 
music to aid in their cog-
nitive development. Dove 
said children would come 
to the library with an adult 
and participate in classes 
involving music, rhythm and 
movement.

“We do activities that are 
music- and poetry-themed 
with movement that ’s 
appropriate for their age,” 
Dove said. “The older (chil-
dren) get … they start to 
play simple rhythm instru-
ments like bells and sticks 
and drums and things that 
are safe for them to use, and 
yet they get to experience 
touching and feeling and 
hearing.”

Dove said music has been 
shown to help with the 
mental development of chil-
dren, as well as to provide 
bonding opportunities for 
children and parents.

“Music has been proven to 
be excellent for brain devel-
opment, excellent for science 
and math, for coordination,” 
Dove said. “Every part of the 
brain is touched through 
music.

“As they’re growing (at) 
such a crucial time in their 
development, using music is 
nothing but awesome,” she 
added.

Branch District Library 
director Evette Atkin said 
the funds from the benefit 
concert would go directly to 
the development of a Kinder-
music program through the 
library; classes would be held 
at the Coldwater branch.

“Bringing music to chil-
dren early has a ton of 
benefi ts,” Atkin said. “It’s just 
really important, especially to 
expose children who haven’t 
had the opportunity to be 
exposed to it before.

“Any excess funds (from 
the concert) would go to 
something that Diane 
(Pridgeon) and I agree on, 
including possibly adding 
more music to the (library) 
music collection or other 
opportunities for children,” 
Atkin added.

Dove said she has taught 
Kindermusic for 15 or 16 

years. She typically teaches 
students for a fee, but the 
program at the library would 
be free and open to all chil-
dren in a certain age range.

“There is a fee to come to 
(my) Kindermusic (classes), 
and unfortunately some 
people can’t aff ord it,” Dove 
said. “Any time I have an 
opportunity to be able to do 
this, I do jump at it.”

Pridgeon said the program 
would not be in place until 
the late fall or early winter. 
Classes, she said, would most 
likely be held in two sessions 
of four weeks each.

“We thought it would be 
good to keep it in a time-
frame that is manageable 
for parents,” Pridgeon said. 
“We think we’d get success 

that way.”
Atkin said whether or not 

the program would continue 
in future years will depend 
on the popularity of the pro-
gram. She said some of the 
funds that will be obtained 
from the recently-approved 
millage may be used for 
library programs.

“If the library offered it, 
that would be for free,” Atkin 
said.

For more informa-
tion on the annual 
concert, go to http://
www.thedailyreporter.
com/article/20140909/
News/140909079. For more 
information on the Kinder-
music program itself, visit 
www.kindermusic.com.

NEW LIBRARY OFFERING

Concert to benefit Kindermusic program

By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

BRANCH COUNTY — 
Family Promise of Branch 
County will be holding a 
training session for new 
and returning volun-
teers at the First Baptist 
C hurch ,  102  Bishop 
Ave., from 4 to 6 p.m. on 
Saturday.

This training will be 
aimed at the volunteers 
who furnish meals at the 
churches, who are dinner 
hosts and all night hosts. 
There are currently 11 
churches that take turns 
hosting the homeless 
“guests” for a week at a 
time. There are other 
churches which take part 
by helping to staff as 
hosts.

Volunteers  can  do 
many tasks to help make 
the guests’  stays less 
frightening.

Seven nights a week a 
church in Branch County 
needs two dinner hosts, 
two overnight hosts and 
others to cook food at 
home and transport it 
to the church. FPBC is 

looking to expand the 
number of people and 
churches that take part 
in these eff orts.

Volunteers are always 
also needed to answer 
the phone, perform offi  ce 
tasks, clean supply cup-
boards, teach specialty 
classes, teach children’s 
craft classes while the par-
ents are attending their 
classes, paint, pull weeds, 
transplant ferns, do caulk-
ing, repairs and more.

FPBC’s main goal is to 
house homeless individ-
uals and families in the 
area as well as to teach 
them the skills they need 
to enter the job market. 
Those in the program are 
assisted with obtaining 
their GEDs and applying 
for employment online.

Volunteers are wel-
comed to assist with 
housekeeping, cooking, 
parenting classes and lei-
sure time classes such as 
crafts.

For more information 
or to reserve a spot for the 
training, contact Family 
Promise of Branch County 
at 278-0928.

COMBATING HOMELESSNESS

FPBC plans to 
hold volunteer 
training session

Emma Stuman (left) and Jocelyn Summer participate 
in a recent children’s program at the Branch District 
Library, Coldwater Branch. The library will begin a new 
Kindermusic program with fund obtained from a ben-
efit concert at Tibbits. CHRIS WORST PHOTO
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See For Yourself
How We’re Changing

Helping you
get well...

and stay well.

Where everything we do
is driven by you! Ken Keeton

744 East Chicago Road
Coldwater, MI 49036

(517) 279-8885
At RE/MAX Unlimited, we are focused
on giving our clients the best possible

home buying or selling experience.

Baron V. Whateley,
DDS, MS, PC

Full Service Orthodontic
Specialty Office

Now Full Time in Coldwater!
160 DIVISION STREET #A

(Business Loop 69-
next to Dairy Queen)

517-278-7900
coldwaterorthodontics.com

Get A
Beautiful

Smile!

Your Community.
Your Bank.

www.smb-t.com

415 N. Willowbrook Rd.
Coldwater, MI
517-279-8059

www.unitedcu.org

Real Estate, LLC

Martha
Schumacher

www.towne-and-country.com

517-369-2253

www.thedailyreporter.com

Visit These Businesses
On Our Website At

GLEI’S INC.
ORCHARDS & GREENHOUSES
www.gleisinc.com - or follow us on FACEBOOK

464 N. WILLOWBROOK
COLDWATER

517.278.1400
3500 Milnes Road • Hillsdale

366 Morse Street
Coldwater, MI

279-5721

70 E. CHICAGO ST.
COLDWATER 

517-924-0600
Monday-Thursday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

50 E. Chicago Street
Coldwater, MI
517-227-5877

Diamond Billiard Tables
Over 120 Beers

And A Full, Family Friendly Menu

GEIGER
EDM, INC.

Phone:  517-369-9752
Fax:  517-369-6195

Email:  rick@geigeredm.com
898 W. Chicago Rd

Bronson, MI
Rick Outwater, Owner

235 E. Chicago Street
Coldwater, MI
517-279-8465

637 E. Chicago Road
Coldwater, MI

517-279-8061
1-888-590-2349

Visit www.royalchevy.net
to take a visual tour

of our vehicles!

A PLACE YOU CAN TRUST

Locally Owned and Operated

877-895-3004
www.dynamichardscapes.com

All Major
Credit Cards

Accepted

Licensed and Bonded       A1374754

517-741-4565
715 N. Broadway

Union City, MI

517-279-7943
369 E. Chicago Street

Coldwater, MI 

2 Locations To Serve You!

www.ucsmiles.com 
info@ucsmiles.com

• New Patients Welcome • Children Seen At Age 1
• Nitrous Oxide  • Operating Room Services

• Most Insurances Accepted

ACCOUNTANTS AND ADVISORS 

 
At Pavlov & Associates, our array of services include: 
-Accounting and Bookkeeping Services 
-Payroll Services 
-Tax Preparation Services (any and all tax returns) 
-Tax and Other Business Planning  
-Consulting  and Training on Quickbooks and Office Staffing 
 

Are you getting the  you deserve? 

Our mission is to be your Total Business Solution! 
Bronson                (517) 369-3815                 845 Burr Oak Road, Bronson 
Coldwater             (517) 924-0700         42 West Chicago Street, Coldwater 

410 E. Chicago Street
(US-12 Coldwater)

888-839-8129
SHOWROOM HOURS:

Mon. & Wed. 9-8 • Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9-6 • Sat. 9-3

SERVICE HOURS:
Mon. 7:30-7 • Tues. -Fri. 7:30 - 5:30 • Sat. 7:30 - Noon

www.colefordlincoln.com

Everything
you

want...
COLE’S

GOT
IT!
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Branch District 
Library

www.BranchDistrictLibrary.org


