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T hese days, the 
scandal involving 
long wait times at 

VA hospitals can feel like 
some made-in-Washing-
ton spectacle generated 
by politicians looking for 
headlines. But it isn’t. It 
had its genesis in a late-
April report on CNN that 
as many as 40 veterans 
may have died waiting for 
appointments at VA hospi-
tals in Phoenix.

This investigative 
piece was notable for 
two reasons. It’s been a 
while since a news story 
so quickly provoked such 
a storm of public indig-
nation that a cabinet 
secretary — deservedly 
or not — had no choice 
but to resign. And it’s 
a reminder of just how 
important old-fashioned 
shoe-leather reporting 
remains to our system of 
government, especially 
when it uncovers offi  cial 
misdoing.

One of the basic truths 
about our representa-
tive democracy is that it 
does not work without 
solid information. Public 
offi  cials, both elected and 
appointed, need to know 
what’s happening in the 
communities they serve, 
and the people who live in 
those communities need 
to know what the govern-
ment they elect and fund 
is doing in their name.

A lot of forces try to 
distort that fl ow of infor-
mation, or even block it 
altogether — from offi  cials 
who aren’t living up to our 
expectations to politi-
cians counting on public 
ignorance to lobbyists 

and advocates hoping to 
sway public opinion. This 
is why the press — and by 
this I mean print, broad-
cast and online journalists 
— is so crucial to our 
country’s health. It is, or 
ought to be, a steady, dis-
passionate, truth-seeking, 
skeptical and tough-
minded force for public 
understanding.

In an ideal world, our 
media would focus on the 
serious side of the news. 
It would explore and 
highlight the substance 
of issues, not simply the 
politics of issues. It would 
detail the facts underlying 
a story, rather than dwell-
ing on the personalities at 
play in the story. There is 
a place for entertainment 
that plays off  the news — 
as people like Jon Stewart 
and Stephen Colbert have 
amply demonstrated — 
but in their search for an 
audience, news executives 
shouldn’t let it become 

a substitute for dogged 
reporting and the tradi-
tional values of accuracy, 
truth and fairness.

These are not easy times 
for journalists, however. 
I don’t pretend to under-
stand all the forces that 
are reshaping what we 
see, hear and read in the 
news media, and I know 
that news executives are 
struggling with a host 
of formidable economic 
and social challenges. Yet 
if the line between news 
and entertainment gets 
blurred, if loud opinion 
replaces accurate report-
ing, and if journalists 
take the easy road of 
covering politics and 
the horse race rather 
than the core of policy-
making — substance, 
consensus-building, and 
the painstaking search for 
remedy — then repre-
sentative democracy is in 
trouble.

New organizations 

and websites are trying 
to make up some of the 
ground that’s been lost in 
the years of news-industry 
turmoil: investigative 
outfi ts like ProPublica and 
the new wave of “explana-
tory” and data-driven sites 
like Vox and

538.com. But their very 
presence suggests that 
they see a void to be fi lled. 
These days, only a hand-
ful of news organizations 
in the country have the 
resources — both human 
and fi nancial — to spend 
weeks or months chasing 
an investigation. Given 
the cuts that have stripped 
newsrooms of the exper-
tise they once contained, 
I sometimes wonder 
whether the kind of 
reporting that brought us 
Watergate and uncovered 
the Enron scandal could 
still occur.

Because make no 
mistake: we need maxi-
mum oversight. You and 

I need it if we’re to be 
certain that misdeeds 
cannot hide in the darker 
corners of government. 
And Congress needs it 
if it’s to carry out one of 
its core responsibilities: 
overseeing the operations 
of government. All of us 
rely on the press to check 
abuses of power, see that 
laws are properly imple-
mented, hold offi  cials 
accountable, and tell 
those offi  cials when their 
policies and operations 
are failing or going astray. 
Without a strong indepen-
dent press, those in power 
could simply tell us what 
they want us to know and 
we’d be none the wiser. 
And that is no state of 
aff airs for a democracy.

Lee Hamilton is Director 
of the Center on Congress 
at Indiana University. He 
was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
for 34 years.
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M rs. Lawrence was 
admittedly not a 
teacher.

Yet in fourth grade, she 
taught me a lesson that has 
enriched my life — that a 
library is a wonderful place.

It was in the 1950s and 
baby boomers were fl ood-
ing schools. There was a 
severe teacher shortage, 
and the regular fourth 
grade teacher was unable 
to assume her duties at the 
beginning of the school 
year.

So Mrs. Lawrence, who 
seemed more like a kindly 
aunt, would preside over 
the classroom.

She was eager to get 
through the obligatory 
matters so she could enjoy 
reading to us. After she 
had read most of a “Dr. 
Dolittle” book, I went up 
after class to tell her how 
much I liked the story, and 
she said the magic words: 
“They have more of these 
books at the library.”

I soon entered the Kent 
Branch of the Toledo 
Public Library system in 
the Old West End, and 
was amazed to see all the 
books, many tons more 
than Grandma Ruth 
had on her extensive 
bookshelves.

My fi rst library card was 
one of the best presents of 
my entire life.

A driver’s license was 
years away, but oh, the 
places I could go with that 
library card.

And there were libraries 
everywhere I went.

On passing through 
Coldwater for the fi rst 
time, I found the beauti-
ful Clarke library. In the 
future were libraries in 
Green Bay and Madison 
and the Clarke greeted 
me upon my return from 
Wisconsin.

Librarians were every-
where, always willing to be 
helpful.

Those who staff  Branch 
County libraries are 
public servants, and I am 
reminded of visiting a 
high school friend some-
time toward the end of 
the 1960s. We sat, along 
with his younger brother, 

discussing the sorry state 
of the world.

What could we do?
I said I would become 

a teacher; the brother 
said he would become a 
minister, which he did. I 
was derailed into journal-
ism in Green Bay years 
later. My friend had said 
he was going to become a 
librarian, and he recently 
retired after 30 years with 
the Toledo-Lucas County 
Public Library.

Lives are saved and pro-
tected by fi rst-responders 
and law enforcement, 
but teaching, journalism 
and the ministry can also 
be noble professions. My 
friend served his com-
munity as well with his 
chosen fi eld, through 
which lives are enriched.

Of course, even as 
libraries evolve, it is all 
about books for me, and 
I am reminded of former 
Branch District Library 
Director Mary Hutchins.

As she was retiring near 
the end of the last mil-
lennium, she knew of my 
discomfort with comput-
ers coming into “my” 
library.

She said, “Now Roland, 
we will still have books.”

Happily, they do, along 
with much, much more.

There is something for 
every one of the 21,000 
library card holders in 
this county, and some-
thing for every one of 
the other 21,000 or so 
Branch County inhabit-
ants, should they take 
advantage.

Let the library be there 
for them. Visit branchdis-
trictlibrary.org to learn 
more, and vote for the 
millage Aug. 5.
Roland Stoy is a former 
Daily Reporter staff  writer. 
He retired in January 
2013.
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L argely overshad-
owed by events in 
Iraq and Syria, the 

Obama administration 
is dropping its pretense 
at displeasure with the 
military junta in Egypt 
and restoring full sup-
port for the regime that 
so recently quashed 
the country’s faltering 
attempt at democracy.

Secretary of State John 
Kerry, en route to troubled 
Baghdad, stopped in Cairo, 
where he announced that 
Washington would soon 
release a briefl y withheld 
portion of the more than 
a billion dollars in aid 
that the Egyptian military 
receives each year from 
American taxpayers.

Kerry affi  rmed the “his-
toric partnership” between 
the U.S. and Egyptian 
governments, while 
expressing confi dence 
“that the (10) Apaches 
(helicopter gunships) will 
come, and that they will 
come very, very soon.” The 
New York Times noted 
that “the Egyptian military 
has been especially eager” 
to receive the gunships.

Considering how the 
military government treats 
the Egyptian people, one 
can fully believe it.

Let’s remember that in 
2011, when Egyptians took 
to the streets to demand 
an end to the decades-
long dictatorship of Hosni 
Mubarak, the Obama 
administration — in 
particular then-secretary 
of state Hillary Clinton — 
stood by Mubarak until 
the bitter end. Two years 
earlier, when asked about 

Mubarak’s despicable 
human-rights record, 
which was documented in 
State Department reports, 
Clinton said, “I really con-
sider President and Mrs. 
Mubarak to be friends of 
my family. So I hope to see 
him often here in Egypt 
and in the United States.” 
That statement led some 
to wonder if she was the 
right person to be han-
dling the Egyptian crisis 
for the U.S. government.

Moreover, the New York 
Times reported, State 
Department cables given 
to WikiLeaks revealed 
that “relations with 
Mr. Mubarak warmed 
up because President 
Obama played down 
the public ‘name and 
shame’ approach of the 
Bush administration.” 
(Behind the scenes, the 
Times reported, diplo-
mats repeatedly “raised 
concerns with Egyptian 
offi  cials about jailed dis-
sidents and bloggers, and 
kept tabs on reports of 
torture by the police.”) 
Military aid to the govern-
ment continued to fl ow.

When Mubarak’s 
ouster was inevitable, the 
administration backed an 
abortive “compromise” 
that would have put 
Mubarak’s chief enforcer 

in charge. Thus the U.S. 
government’s claim that 
it supported the popular 
Arab Spring was exposed 
as a sham.

The Egyptian people’s 
uprising led to their fi rst 
elections and a victory 
for candidates associated 
with the Muslim Brother-
hood, which, despite its 
reputation among Ameri-
can hawks, had forsworn 
violence decades before. 
The administration of 
President Mohammed 
Morsi (June 2012 – July 
2013) was marred by 
repression, exclusion, 
incompetence, an unco-
operative opposition, and 
public discontent, but 
that did not justify what 
followed: a military coup, 
the suppression of the 
Muslim Brotherhood and 
other opposition, violence 
against peaceful dem-
onstrators, silencing of 
opposition media, jailing 
of journalists on the thin-
nest of pretexts, and death 
sentences for hundreds 
of Egyptians, including 
the leader of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. All this was 
topped off  this past spring 
by the election of former 
general Abdel Fattah el-
Sisi as president, with a 
suspicious 95 percent of 
the vote.

This is the regime that 
Kerry and Obama wish 
to work with in pursuit of 
their “historic partnership.” 
Do they think the world is 
blind and deaf?

The U.S. ruling elite has 
long seen Egypt’s military 
as a bulwark against the 
sort of popular political 

change that would con-
fl ict with the regional 
hegemonic program of 
American administra-
tions and their ally Israel. 
For example, in 1978 
Israel and Egypt signed 
an accord at Camp David 
under prodding by then-
president Jimmy Carter 
in return for billions of 
dollars in annual mili-
tary aid from America’s 
taxpayers. With the two 
countries putting aside 
their historic diff erences, 
Egypt was removed as an 
ally of the Palestinians in 
their struggle for an inde-
pendent state on the West 
Bank, occupied by Israel 
since 1967, and in the 
Gaza Strip, whose borders 
are controlled by Israel. 
Mubarak helped enforce 
the brutal Israeli blockade 
of the Gaza Strip imposed 
in 2007. For that reason, 
Palestinians welcomed 
the dictator’s ouster and 
the election of Morsi, and 
received the news of the 
coup against Morsi with 
apprehension.

But the coup — which 
the Obama administration 
was reluctant to identify 
as such — served U.S. 
government interests. Its 
alliance with Egypt’s mili-
tary dictatorship shows 
the hypocrisy of Barack 
Obama’s paeans to free-
dom and self-government.

Americans should be 
embarrassed.

Sheldon Richman is vice 
president and editor at The 
Future of Freedom Founda-
tion in Fairfax, Va. (www.
ff f.org).
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U.S.-Egyptian ‘historic partnership’ reeks
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W e love to grill in 
the summer.

Not only do things like 
hamburgers, pork chops 
and steaks just plain taste 
better when cooked on 
the grill, it also means no 
standing around in a hot 
kitchen preparing meals.

The only problem 
becomes what to do for 
side dishes. In the cooler 
months, we make side 
dishes with rice, noodles 
or other pasta, and they 
usually contain some 
sort of gravy or sauce. In 
the summer, things like 
that are just too heavy … 
so we’ve come up with 
some lighter fare that can 
either be cooked alongside 
the meat we’re grilling, 
requires very little cooking 
time or no cooking at all.

I’m going to share some 
of our favorite summer-
time side recipes with you. 
Here’s the thing, though 
… I don’t measure when 
I cook. Anything. At all. I 
know when something is 
acceptable by the way it 
looks or by taking small 
tastes while I’m prepar-
ing it.

Potato packets
Spray 2-4 good-sized 

pieces of aluminum foil with 
cooking spray (I like the 
butter-fl avored, buy canola 
oil sprays and other varieties 
work OK, too). Scrub several 
large russet or red potatoes; 
cut them into slightly-larger-
than-bite-sized chunks.

Put the potato chunks in a 
bowl. Add a mix of any of the 
following: green, red, yellow 
and orange peppers, mush-
rooms (you can use canned; 
we like fresh better), onions, 
yellow squash, zucchini, toma-
toes, jalapenos and shredded 
cheese. Toss ingredients well 
with a good amount of veg-
etable, canola or olive oil, garlic 
salt and pepper.

Spoon mixture onto 
sprayed foil; wrap tightly. Grill 
alongside meat for 30-40 
minutes. Unwrap and serve.

Grilled parmesan-
crusted asparagus

Put a bunch of aspara-
gus (the size of one you’d 
typically fi nd in the produce 
section at the grocery store) 
in a plastic container. Pour 
in a good amount of Italian 
salad dressing (our favorite 
is Kraft Zesty Italian) and 
let sit in the refrigerator 
overnight.

The next day, put aspara-
gus on sheets of foil that 
have been sprayed liberally 
with cooking spray. Sprinkle 
with Italian seasoning and 

grated parmesan. Wrap foil 
tightly; grill asparagus for 
about 10-15 minutes.

Unwrap asparagus and 
arrange in baking dish; 
sprinkle all oil, cheese and 
seasonings from foil over 
top. Spray top of asparagus 
with cooking spray; spoon 
liberal amounts of grated 
parmesan on top, pressing 
down with the spoon. Be 
sure top of all asparagus is 
covered with parmesan.

Put oven broiler on low; 
broil asparagus until parme-
san begins to brown slightly.

Summer Italian 
salad mix

Cut up several tomatoes 
(we like Roma best, but 
you can also use any other 
variety or even cut cherry 
tomatoes into halves), 
peeled cucumbers and an 
onion. Toss all with Italian 
salad dressing and Ital-
ian seasoning. This can be 
served right away, but we 
like it better if it sits in the 
fridge overnight.

Another great variation 
on this is to replace the 
cucumbers with chunks of 
mozzarella cheese.

Spicy pasta salad
Cook 1-2 boxes of ziti or 

rainbow corkscrew pasta. 
Run under cold water until 
cooled.

Toss pasta with Italian 
salad dressing. Mix chunks 
of colby-jack cheese, sliced 
green olives, medium 
pickled pepperoncini slices, 
onions (vidalia or green, 
whichever you prefer), 
tomatoes and pepperoni 
(optional). Mix in a few 
liberal shakes of Italian sea-
soning and grated parmesan 
cheese and a teaspoon or 
two of crushed red pepper. 
Top with grated parmesan.

If you have some 
summer sides to share 
with me, my family would 
love it! We have really 
become attached to our 
usuals, but we’re always 
open to new ideas.

Jamie Barrand is the Exec-
utive Editor of The Daily 
Reporter, Hillsdale Daily 
News, Bronson Journal 
and Jonesville Indepen-
dent. Follow her on Twitter 
at @editorbarrand or 
email her at jbarrand@
thedailyreporter.com.

EDITOR'S NOTES

Gettin’ all up 
in your grill

JAMIE BARRAND

Check the 
back of 
the ballot

To the Editor:
An investment oppor-

tunity for Branch County 
voters appears on the 
BACK of the Aug. 5 ballot.

The Branch District 
Library Board asks voters 
to approve a half mill for 
eight years for operating 
expenses. A yes vote is an 
agreement to pay 50 cents 
for each $1,000 of taxable 
property value. Thus, the 
owner of a home worth 
$100,000 and taxed at a 
$50,000 value agrees to 
pay $25 more per year for 
library services at all six 
branches of the District 
Library: Algansee Town-
ship, Bronson, Coldwater, 
Quincy, Sherwood Village, 
and Union City.

The District Library 
is a fully-integrated and 
consolidated public library 
system. The 20,000-
plus people with Branch 
District Library cards 
get books, audiobooks, 
electronic books, movies, 
music and access to 
language, ancestry and 
multiple other databases 
at all six locations, plus 
everything in the Wood-
land’s Library Cooperative 
covering most of southern 
Michigan and everything 
in the Michigan Electronic 
Library (MELCAT) serv-
ing all of Michigan.

Last year, the library 
circulated 181,360 items, 
processed 7,378 interli-
brary loans and off ered 
433 programs attended by 
9,012 children, 455 young 
adults and 279 adults. The 
library supplies free and 
secure wi-fi  24 hours a day, 
seven days a week at all six 
locations — used 217,215 
times in 2013.

All these services are 
provided by four full-time 
and 31 part-time library 
employees. Complete 
statistics can be found at 
www.branchdistrictlibrary.
org.

The last time voters 
were asked and approved 
a library millage was 
23 years ago. Over the 
last four years, the Dis-
trict Library Board was 
forced by lack of funds 
to cut public hours, slash 
the book and materials 
budget, fi rst freeze and 
then reduce employee 
wages and benefi ts.

The Branch District 
Library is a gateway to 
knowledge, information, 
and entertainment for the 
public. Library materials 
and programs are available 

to every resident in the 
community. Since 1837, 
Michigan has guaranteed 
access to public libraries in 
each Constitution adopted, 
through library funding 
always has been primarily 
a local matter.

Think of the Library 
Millage vote as an invest-
ment in the quality of 
life in your community, a 
share in the future. At $25 
a year per $100,000 in 
value of property owned, 
it’s a small investment in 
a major public good. For 
less than the cost of one 
hard-bound book, the Dis-
trict Library can provide 
thousands of books and 
materials we all can share, 
learn from and use in the 
most eco-friendly way.

I hope you will join 
me in voting YES for the 
library millage — the only 
question on the BACK of 
the ballot.
Dorothy Cherry, 
Coldwater

Voters need to 
ask themselves 
questions

To the Editor:
In light of the serious-

ness of the upcoming 
election and in response 
to the June 26 article 
“Republican candidates 
answer questions,” we 
would like to stir the 
voters with a few questions 
for themselves.

We do not want to fail to 
acknowledge Rep. Kurtz’s 
diligence in listening to 
and representing our 
district with courage. We 
will be sad to see them 
replaced. I respect his 
insight into the realities of 

the offi  ce — the need for 
relationship-building. Ken 
did this often, not using it 
to push the “party agenda.”

Which candidate could 
keep the same balance? 
Who will lawfully repre-
sent you — the tax-payer 
working one-quarter of 
your year funding their 
decisions to bail out the 
auto industry, subsidize 
farmers and other busi-
nesses? Are you going to 
fall for the same campaign 
lines we hear year after 
year? Have you forgotten 
the real issues that bother 
you? Leaders giving away 
taxes — they decide you 
should give — to fund your 
enemies, their special proj-
ects and themselves?

Have you asked them 
how much will they 
receive to represent you? 
Will they vote to decrease 
their pay and benefi ts 
in order to balance the 
budget, fi ll potholes, 
update infrastructure, 
etc.? Will they continue 
to follow the same old 
plan — increasing taxes, 
protecting pensions of past 
government offi  cials and 
bailing out their bank-
rupted cities while we pay 
the bill (should they even 
have pensions, benefi ts, 
health care and exercise 
rooms)?

Is this their new career 
or are they willing to be 
a public servant? Is he 
unable to be inebriated by 
the “chief seats” and titles 
of “dignity?”

How many laws will 
be taken off  the books? 
How many agencies will 
be defunded? Are you 
going to fall for the cute 
slogans like “Put your Hart 

in Lansing?” Will you 
swallow the pictures of 
candidates in the fi eld with 
the farmer, in a factory 
with a hardhat shaking 
the owner’s hand? Are you 
going to believe they can 
and should create jobs?

We’re not sure who to 
vote for ourselves. The 
issues are greater than 
ever before! 

We need men who hate 
covetousness, fear God, 
will stand alone on prin-
ciple (not with their party 
and friends). Men who 
will pledge their life, for-
tune (not ours) and have 
sacred honor to defend 
our constitutions, rule 
of law, God-given state, 
parental and property 
rights against tyranny of 
government bureaucracies 
(DNR, EPA, Department 
of Education, IRS).

What about his charac-
ter? Is he willing to lead a 
charge to impeach? Will 
they take it easy, enjoying 
their “relationships,” nego-
tiating and compromising 
in regards to illegals when 
a courageous and noble 
thing must be done?

Let’s ask the really 
important questions: Not 
about potholes, but budget 
holes, open pockets, con-
stitutions and LIMITED 
GOVERNMENT.

We need some “guts and 
backbone” in the capitols. 
Which man is fi t for the 
server task ahead? That’s 
the question I believe 
every candidate should 
answer.

When voting, will you 
cave in and maintain your 
relationship at the expense 
of your country’s freedom?
Bill and Marcey Kosachuk, 
Coldwater

W ill we dig up 
paradise to 
be able to try 

to tweet a picture of 
paradise?

To tweet or not to tweet, 
that is the question of our 
time.

So all those little pieces 
that make up your elec-
tronic do-dads, iPhones, 
Smartphones, Awesome 
Blackberries and comput-
ers and such. All those 
little pieces need some-
thing called "rare earth 
minerals". Why? I’m not 
sure, but they need them 
to work. Without them 
there’s no tweeting amaz-
ing mountain pictures, 
or sunsets or your friend 
sticking out her tongue. 
No selfi es from high atop 
Mt. Everest. No email, no 
instant messages, with-
out rare earth minerals. 
What’s a gal to do?!

These so called rare 
earth minerals are appar-
ently not too rare. They’re 
pretty much scattered 
around in places on the 
earth that are either hard 
to get to or under some 
beautiful mountain range 

or forest.
So what I’m wondering 

is; will people mourn the 
loss of tweeting more than 
the loss of the mountain 
that made that tweeted 
picture of a mountain 
possible, or, will people 
of the future mourn the 
loss of the mountains 
and wonder what tweet-
ing was, as some other 
technology replaces yet 
another. The rare earth 
part of rare earth minerals 
must mean that the earth, 
as it is, will be rare in the 
future if we keep staring 
at our iPhones trying to 
be smart as we do some-
thing really, really stupid.

I have a growing gray 
spot in the center of this 
grandmother’s heart as I 
view into the future and 
see Sophia and Hayden 

and Daniel facing the 
results of these choices. I 
would put down all elec-
tronic toys and technical 
trinkets if it could change 
their world, but I’m sad-
dened to know that many 
would not and will not 
see that it is our gift to the 
future to use less.

Yes, use less.
For this earth, this place 

that we call home is in 
fact very rare and it is up 
to us to keep that rare gift 
for those who will need a 
good earth in the future, 
the near and dear future. 
Those grandchildren, 
whose names we know, 
will inherit our choices, 
good, or bad, for we have 
borrowed their future to 
support our present. Not 
you, not me, but the so 
called industrial captains 
of the ship of destruction/
pollution are the ones 
driving this earth into 
becoming so rare that this 
story may end up with our 
own extinction.

Our rare earth is being 
eaten by their desire for 
power and gain. Our role 
is just to be the ones to 

buy the stuff  that turns 
into junk. Maybe it is time 
we starve that beast.

Use less is not a useless 
idea. It is an idea whose 
time has not only come, 
but will be a life saver. Use 
Less. A "consumers' fast" 
to save the rare earth for 
the long run.

Life that relies on 
oxygen will be altered by 
changes in the levels of 
oxygen on earth. On this 
round ball we all live on. 
It is already beginning to 
happen. Fox News will 
not report on it, so other 
methods of fact fi nding 
will be necessary. Google 
it now, before we run out 
of rare earth minerals, or 
our rare earth.

Our actions of con-
sumption are choking our 
grandchildren’s air supply. 
It’s that real. It’s that 
serious.

Stem the tide; use less.
Sandy Lyon is a baker 
and butterfl y curator 
gardener who writes for 
PeaceVoice and fi ghts 
for native and Earth 
rights in the far north of 
Wisconsin.
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W e love to grill in 
the summer.

Not only do things like 
hamburgers, pork chops 
and steaks just plain taste 
better when cooked on 
the grill, it also means no 
standing around in a hot 
kitchen preparing meals.

The only problem 
becomes what to do for 
side dishes. In the cooler 
months, we make side 
dishes with rice, noodles 
or other pasta, and they 
usually contain some 
sort of gravy or sauce. In 
the summer, things like 
that are just too heavy … 
so we’ve come up with 
some lighter fare that can 
either be cooked alongside 
the meat we’re grilling, 
requires very little cooking 
time or no cooking at all.

I’m going to share some 
of our favorite summer-
time side recipes with you. 
Here’s the thing, though 
… I don’t measure when 
I cook. Anything. At all. I 
know when something is 
acceptable by the way it 
looks or by taking small 
tastes while I’m prepar-
ing it.

Potato packets
Spray 2-4 good-sized 

pieces of aluminum foil with 
cooking spray (I like the 
butter-fl avored, buy canola 
oil sprays and other varieties 
work OK, too). Scrub several 
large russet or red potatoes; 
cut them into slightly-larger-
than-bite-sized chunks.

Put the potato chunks in a 
bowl. Add a mix of any of the 
following: green, red, yellow 
and orange peppers, mush-
rooms (you can use canned; 
we like fresh better), onions, 
yellow squash, zucchini, toma-
toes, jalapenos and shredded 
cheese. Toss ingredients well 
with a good amount of veg-
etable, canola or olive oil, garlic 
salt and pepper.

Spoon mixture onto 
sprayed foil; wrap tightly. Grill 
alongside meat for 30-40 
minutes. Unwrap and serve.

Grilled parmesan-
crusted asparagus

Put a bunch of aspara-
gus (the size of one you’d 
typically fi nd in the produce 
section at the grocery store) 
in a plastic container. Pour 
in a good amount of Italian 
salad dressing (our favorite 
is Kraft Zesty Italian) and 
let sit in the refrigerator 
overnight.

The next day, put aspara-
gus on sheets of foil that 
have been sprayed liberally 
with cooking spray. Sprinkle 
with Italian seasoning and 

grated parmesan. Wrap foil 
tightly; grill asparagus for 
about 10-15 minutes.

Unwrap asparagus and 
arrange in baking dish; 
sprinkle all oil, cheese and 
seasonings from foil over 
top. Spray top of asparagus 
with cooking spray; spoon 
liberal amounts of grated 
parmesan on top, pressing 
down with the spoon. Be 
sure top of all asparagus is 
covered with parmesan.

Put oven broiler on low; 
broil asparagus until parme-
san begins to brown slightly.

Summer Italian 
salad mix

Cut up several tomatoes 
(we like Roma best, but 
you can also use any other 
variety or even cut cherry 
tomatoes into halves), 
peeled cucumbers and an 
onion. Toss all with Italian 
salad dressing and Ital-
ian seasoning. This can be 
served right away, but we 
like it better if it sits in the 
fridge overnight.

Another great variation 
on this is to replace the 
cucumbers with chunks of 
mozzarella cheese.

Spicy pasta salad
Cook 1-2 boxes of ziti or 

rainbow corkscrew pasta. 
Run under cold water until 
cooled.

Toss pasta with Italian 
salad dressing. Mix chunks 
of colby-jack cheese, sliced 
green olives, medium 
pickled pepperoncini slices, 
onions (vidalia or green, 
whichever you prefer), 
tomatoes and pepperoni 
(optional). Mix in a few 
liberal shakes of Italian sea-
soning and grated parmesan 
cheese and a teaspoon or 
two of crushed red pepper. 
Top with grated parmesan.

If you have some 
summer sides to share 
with me, my family would 
love it! We have really 
become attached to our 
usuals, but we’re always 
open to new ideas.

Jamie Barrand is the Exec-
utive Editor of The Daily 
Reporter, Hillsdale Daily 
News, Bronson Journal 
and Jonesville Indepen-
dent. Follow her on Twitter 
at @editorbarrand or 
email her at jbarrand@
thedailyreporter.com.

EDITOR'S NOTES

Gettin’ all up 
in your grill

JAMIE BARRAND

Check the 
back of 
the ballot

To the Editor:
An investment oppor-

tunity for Branch County 
voters appears on the 
BACK of the Aug. 5 ballot.

The Branch District 
Library Board asks voters 
to approve a half mill for 
eight years for operating 
expenses. A yes vote is an 
agreement to pay 50 cents 
for each $1,000 of taxable 
property value. Thus, the 
owner of a home worth 
$100,000 and taxed at a 
$50,000 value agrees to 
pay $25 more per year for 
library services at all six 
branches of the District 
Library: Algansee Town-
ship, Bronson, Coldwater, 
Quincy, Sherwood Village, 
and Union City.

The District Library 
is a fully-integrated and 
consolidated public library 
system. The 20,000-
plus people with Branch 
District Library cards 
get books, audiobooks, 
electronic books, movies, 
music and access to 
language, ancestry and 
multiple other databases 
at all six locations, plus 
everything in the Wood-
land’s Library Cooperative 
covering most of southern 
Michigan and everything 
in the Michigan Electronic 
Library (MELCAT) serv-
ing all of Michigan.

Last year, the library 
circulated 181,360 items, 
processed 7,378 interli-
brary loans and off ered 
433 programs attended by 
9,012 children, 455 young 
adults and 279 adults. The 
library supplies free and 
secure wi-fi  24 hours a day, 
seven days a week at all six 
locations — used 217,215 
times in 2013.

All these services are 
provided by four full-time 
and 31 part-time library 
employees. Complete 
statistics can be found at 
www.branchdistrictlibrary.
org.

The last time voters 
were asked and approved 
a library millage was 
23 years ago. Over the 
last four years, the Dis-
trict Library Board was 
forced by lack of funds 
to cut public hours, slash 
the book and materials 
budget, fi rst freeze and 
then reduce employee 
wages and benefi ts.

The Branch District 
Library is a gateway to 
knowledge, information, 
and entertainment for the 
public. Library materials 
and programs are available 

to every resident in the 
community. Since 1837, 
Michigan has guaranteed 
access to public libraries in 
each Constitution adopted, 
through library funding 
always has been primarily 
a local matter.

Think of the Library 
Millage vote as an invest-
ment in the quality of 
life in your community, a 
share in the future. At $25 
a year per $100,000 in 
value of property owned, 
it’s a small investment in 
a major public good. For 
less than the cost of one 
hard-bound book, the Dis-
trict Library can provide 
thousands of books and 
materials we all can share, 
learn from and use in the 
most eco-friendly way.

I hope you will join 
me in voting YES for the 
library millage — the only 
question on the BACK of 
the ballot.
Dorothy Cherry, 
Coldwater

Voters need to 
ask themselves 
questions

To the Editor:
In light of the serious-

ness of the upcoming 
election and in response 
to the June 26 article 
“Republican candidates 
answer questions,” we 
would like to stir the 
voters with a few questions 
for themselves.

We do not want to fail to 
acknowledge Rep. Kurtz’s 
diligence in listening to 
and representing our 
district with courage. We 
will be sad to see them 
replaced. I respect his 
insight into the realities of 

the offi  ce — the need for 
relationship-building. Ken 
did this often, not using it 
to push the “party agenda.”

Which candidate could 
keep the same balance? 
Who will lawfully repre-
sent you — the tax-payer 
working one-quarter of 
your year funding their 
decisions to bail out the 
auto industry, subsidize 
farmers and other busi-
nesses? Are you going to 
fall for the same campaign 
lines we hear year after 
year? Have you forgotten 
the real issues that bother 
you? Leaders giving away 
taxes — they decide you 
should give — to fund your 
enemies, their special proj-
ects and themselves?

Have you asked them 
how much will they 
receive to represent you? 
Will they vote to decrease 
their pay and benefi ts 
in order to balance the 
budget, fi ll potholes, 
update infrastructure, 
etc.? Will they continue 
to follow the same old 
plan — increasing taxes, 
protecting pensions of past 
government offi  cials and 
bailing out their bank-
rupted cities while we pay 
the bill (should they even 
have pensions, benefi ts, 
health care and exercise 
rooms)?

Is this their new career 
or are they willing to be 
a public servant? Is he 
unable to be inebriated by 
the “chief seats” and titles 
of “dignity?”

How many laws will 
be taken off  the books? 
How many agencies will 
be defunded? Are you 
going to fall for the cute 
slogans like “Put your Hart 

in Lansing?” Will you 
swallow the pictures of 
candidates in the fi eld with 
the farmer, in a factory 
with a hardhat shaking 
the owner’s hand? Are you 
going to believe they can 
and should create jobs?

We’re not sure who to 
vote for ourselves. The 
issues are greater than 
ever before! 

We need men who hate 
covetousness, fear God, 
will stand alone on prin-
ciple (not with their party 
and friends). Men who 
will pledge their life, for-
tune (not ours) and have 
sacred honor to defend 
our constitutions, rule 
of law, God-given state, 
parental and property 
rights against tyranny of 
government bureaucracies 
(DNR, EPA, Department 
of Education, IRS).

What about his charac-
ter? Is he willing to lead a 
charge to impeach? Will 
they take it easy, enjoying 
their “relationships,” nego-
tiating and compromising 
in regards to illegals when 
a courageous and noble 
thing must be done?

Let’s ask the really 
important questions: Not 
about potholes, but budget 
holes, open pockets, con-
stitutions and LIMITED 
GOVERNMENT.

We need some “guts and 
backbone” in the capitols. 
Which man is fi t for the 
server task ahead? That’s 
the question I believe 
every candidate should 
answer.

When voting, will you 
cave in and maintain your 
relationship at the expense 
of your country’s freedom?
Bill and Marcey Kosachuk, 
Coldwater

W ill we dig up 
paradise to 
be able to try 

to tweet a picture of 
paradise?

To tweet or not to tweet, 
that is the question of our 
time.

So all those little pieces 
that make up your elec-
tronic do-dads, iPhones, 
Smartphones, Awesome 
Blackberries and comput-
ers and such. All those 
little pieces need some-
thing called "rare earth 
minerals". Why? I’m not 
sure, but they need them 
to work. Without them 
there’s no tweeting amaz-
ing mountain pictures, 
or sunsets or your friend 
sticking out her tongue. 
No selfi es from high atop 
Mt. Everest. No email, no 
instant messages, with-
out rare earth minerals. 
What’s a gal to do?!

These so called rare 
earth minerals are appar-
ently not too rare. They’re 
pretty much scattered 
around in places on the 
earth that are either hard 
to get to or under some 
beautiful mountain range 

or forest.
So what I’m wondering 

is; will people mourn the 
loss of tweeting more than 
the loss of the mountain 
that made that tweeted 
picture of a mountain 
possible, or, will people 
of the future mourn the 
loss of the mountains 
and wonder what tweet-
ing was, as some other 
technology replaces yet 
another. The rare earth 
part of rare earth minerals 
must mean that the earth, 
as it is, will be rare in the 
future if we keep staring 
at our iPhones trying to 
be smart as we do some-
thing really, really stupid.

I have a growing gray 
spot in the center of this 
grandmother’s heart as I 
view into the future and 
see Sophia and Hayden 

and Daniel facing the 
results of these choices. I 
would put down all elec-
tronic toys and technical 
trinkets if it could change 
their world, but I’m sad-
dened to know that many 
would not and will not 
see that it is our gift to the 
future to use less.

Yes, use less.
For this earth, this place 

that we call home is in 
fact very rare and it is up 
to us to keep that rare gift 
for those who will need a 
good earth in the future, 
the near and dear future. 
Those grandchildren, 
whose names we know, 
will inherit our choices, 
good, or bad, for we have 
borrowed their future to 
support our present. Not 
you, not me, but the so 
called industrial captains 
of the ship of destruction/
pollution are the ones 
driving this earth into 
becoming so rare that this 
story may end up with our 
own extinction.

Our rare earth is being 
eaten by their desire for 
power and gain. Our role 
is just to be the ones to 

buy the stuff  that turns 
into junk. Maybe it is time 
we starve that beast.

Use less is not a useless 
idea. It is an idea whose 
time has not only come, 
but will be a life saver. Use 
Less. A "consumers' fast" 
to save the rare earth for 
the long run.

Life that relies on 
oxygen will be altered by 
changes in the levels of 
oxygen on earth. On this 
round ball we all live on. 
It is already beginning to 
happen. Fox News will 
not report on it, so other 
methods of fact fi nding 
will be necessary. Google 
it now, before we run out 
of rare earth minerals, or 
our rare earth.

Our actions of con-
sumption are choking our 
grandchildren’s air supply. 
It’s that real. It’s that 
serious.

Stem the tide; use less.
Sandy Lyon is a baker 
and butterfl y curator 
gardener who writes for 
PeaceVoice and fi ghts 
for native and Earth 
rights in the far north of 
Wisconsin.
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H ere are two related 
statistics, both 
of which may 

surprise you: 1) More than 
1.2 billion people around 
the world live in extreme 
poverty, and 2) Every year, 
poor countries lose more 
money to tax avoidance 
than they receive in aid.

Here is something that 
should shock a citizen of 
the United States just as 
much: Current U.S. law 
enables this economic 
inequality.

I recently returned from 
Washington, D.C., where 
I joined the interfaith, 
bi-partisan anti-poverty 
group Jubilee USA and 
other faith leaders and 
small-business owners 
from across the country 
to encourage our elected 
offi  cials to reform the tax 
system and protect the 
most vulnerable among 
us. Perhaps what surprised 
me most was that even leg-
islative allies in the eff orts 
to repair the fabric of our 
nation’s economic inequal-
ity feel immobilized by the 
enormity of the task. To 
the paralysis, often expe-
rienced when confronted 
with big problems, I off er 
this faith response, culled 
from centuries of Jewish 
tradition: Ours is not to 
complete the task, but nei-
ther are we exempt from 
starting the work today.

I expressed to our 
elected representatives 
that whatever they think 
about taxes, we should 
have a tax system in which 
everybody pays their fair 
share. To me, this is one of 
those issues where Repub-
licans and Democrats 
can — and must — agree. 
It makes no sense to have 
legal loopholes that allow 
big companies to avoid 
their share of taxes and 
then pass the burden on 
through reduced services 
and increased taxation for 
the rest of us.

In the United States, 
tax haven loopholes cost 
an estimated $90 bil-
lion in lost revenue each 
year. This is an enormous 
problem with enormous 
consequences, experienced 
in every strata of our 
nation. In the developing 
world, the problem is even 
bigger. During my trip to 
Washington, for instance, 
I learned that for every 
$10 poor countries receive 
in aid, they lose $15 
because of large compa-
nies not paying their taxes. 
We heard the story of a 
woman in Zambia, who 
works 15 hours a day for 
$4, but who regularly pays 
a higher percentage in 
taxes than the enormous 
European-owned sugar 
company operating in her 
town. That company uses 
a web of “shell companies” 
and tax havens to avoid 
paying taxes. That means 
reduced funding for health 
services for the people of 

Zambia. These travesties, 
what my faith would call 
sin, is that all of this is 
legal. An even greater sin 
would be our silence as 
citizens.

While in D.C., I learned 
that every month, in that 
same town, two children 
die of preventable malnu-
trition. The prophets of 
the Hebrew Bible would 
be standing on street 
corners, crying out in rage, 
calling out in the name of 
God for the most vulner-
able in our society to be 
lifted up. It isn’t only a 
religious obligation to care 
for our sisters and broth-
ers by legislating societal 
responsibility into the 
tax code — it is common 
decency.

As a person of faith and 
a concerned citizen, our 
current situation deeply 
saddens me, and moves 
me to action. We need 
to pass laws that make it 
harder for companies to 
use tax havens and harder 
for both tax avoiders and 
criminals to hide their 
activities through the use 
of anonymous shell com-
panies. Not only will this 
save U.S. taxpayers money, 
it will help eradicate pov-
erty in desperately poor 
communities and give law 
enforcement the tools it 
needs to catch criminals 
— including terrorists and 
drug dealers.

I pray my representa-
tives take my words to 
heart. If they do, they’ll 
soon have a chance to 
prove it. Congress is 
considering whether 
to renew two off shore 
tax breaks. If Congress 
simply does nothing, these 
harmful loopholes will be 
gone from the tax code 
and we’ll all be better off . 
Perhaps even the pattern 
of inaction in the halls of 
Congress can be redemp-
tive in this way.

Unfortunately, I know 
our representatives hear 
from an army of lobby-
ists working to defend 
the interests of powerful 
clients. But it’s not too late 
for our elected offi  cials 
to do the right thing. We 
must be an army of angels 
calling out for the most 
vulnerable in our country. 
There is no other just way 
forward.

Rabbi Creditor is the 
spiritual leader of Congre-
gation Netivot Shalom in 
Berkeley, Calif., an execu-
tive council member of the 
international Rabbinical 
Assembly, and editor of 
“Peace in Our Cities.”

A RABBI’S VIEW

A Jewish perspective 
on taxes and 
poverty: Calling for 
an army of angels

RABBI MENACHEM

What’s in a library?
To the Editor:
What’s in a library?
A typical response would be 

books, computers, DVDs.
However, to understand the 

importance of a library to a com-
munity, the better question would 
be: Who’s in the library?

In the library, a daughter chooses 
large-print books for her mother 
in an assisted-living facility. A 
staff  member helps a father fi nd 
a book for his son on coping with 
loss. Across the room, a child looks 
for books written by her favorite 
author.

A widower searches for books 
to read in those now too-quiet 
evenings. A group of homeschool-
ers has come to work on a project 
together. A literacy volunteer tutors 
a man who hopes to improve his 
job opportunities. A woman looks 
through historical materials while 
a teenager safely browses the Web. 
With close to 130,000 items in the 
Branch District Library System 
(BDLS) and over 173,000 visits to 
the six library buildings in 2013, the 
possibilities are endless.

Even the question of who’s IN the 
library doesn’t tell the whole story. 
Through computers, library users 
can access needed materials with-
out walking through library doors. 
The BDLS has purchased Over-
Drive (downloadable audiobooks), 
Tumblebooks (downloadable 
materials for children) and the 
ever-popular Mango language 
(basics of over 40 languages). With 
access to Woodlands download-
able library (eBooks) and Michigan 
eLibrary (MEL) databases, BDLS 
provides patrons with an easy path-
way to an ever-increasing variety 
of computer-accessible materials. 
Finally, through its outreach service 
those who are physically unable to 
come to the library can also be kept 
connected to the library.

Without a doubt, libraries 
improve the quality of life in a com-
munity. Therefore, if you care about 
the needs of children, seniors, and 
everyone in between, please go to 
the polls on Aug. 5. Vote YES for 
the library millage to restore money 
lost from other funding sources.
Cindy Sebald, Union Township

Readers put support 
behind Leutheuser

To the Editor:
I have known Eric Leutheuser 

since we both attended Hillsdale 
High School. I have no doubt that 

he is the right candidate for the 
offi  ce or state representative from 
Branch and Hillsdale counties.

I know Eric’s character, having 
also purchased 10 family cars from 
him over the years and attended 
church with him. He is the same 
person at his business as he is away 
from his business: Sincere, honest, 
straight-forward, kind, friendly, 
wise, humorous, principled and 
helpful.

Aren’t these words we would like 
to see describing more of our repre-
sentatives in government?

There are six other Republican 
candidates for this offi  ce, but Eric 
is the one to vote for because of his 
common sense and good character.

Please elect Eric and watch him 
make District 58 proud!
Debbie Treiber, Hillsdale

To the Editor:
Full disclosure No. 1: Eric Leu-

theuser is my son-in-law.
Full disclosure No. 2: His chil-

dren are my grandchildren
These disclosures relate to the 

Republican primary election in 
the 58th District of the Michigan 
House of Representatives, to be 
contested among seven candi-
dates from Hillsdale and Branch 
counties, on Aug. 5, 2014 — three 
days after the marriage of Eric 
and Laura Leutheuser’s youngest 
daughter.

I write this as someone who has 
known him as a student, business-
man (few people have bought more 
cars and trucks from him than I 
have), husband, father, son-in-law, 
Christian and local community 
patriot for over 35 years.

One of Eric’s favorite ways of 
expressing his patriotism is by 
saying, “Is this a great country, or 
what?”

One thing that is great about it 
is that those who put it together 
knew that a constitutional repub-
lic depends on its people being 
represented by men and women 
who have put their life priorities 
in order. First things come fi rst: 
Taking care of one’s family, one’s 
business or profession, giving time 
to community organizations and 
above all trying to achieve a right 
relation with the Almighty — and 
only then off ering to serve one’s 
fellow citizens in the public square.

George H.W. Bush did it this way, 
off ering his wisdom and integrity to 
the public square only after putting 
fi rst things fi rst. Ronald Reagan did 
it this way. Around this neck of the 
woods, Nick Smith did it this way 
and Bruce Caswell did it this way.

And Mike Nye, and Ken Kurtz, 
and many others.

We have had quite a fi ne tradi-
tion of choosing people who possess 
what the Romans called gravitas, a 
seriousness of purpose about how 
government should relate to the 
real things of importance: God, 
family, community.

My point here is that Eric 
Leutheuser is a man who has 
consistently, over a long period as 
a citizen of the republic, worked 
hard to live a complete life; to 
make his word his bond and to put 
others ahead of his own personal 
ambitions; a Christian gentleman 
we need now to represent us in 
Lansing.
John Willson, Hillsdale

Voter endorses Haberl
To the Editor:
I am writing in support of my 

husband Tim Hart Haberl’s bid for 
58th District State Representative.

Tim is the absolute best choice 
to represent all of us in Branch and 
Hillsdale counties.

I have been happily married to 
Tim for 27 years and have raised 
four sons with him. He is a very 
involved father and has lovingly 
guided our sons as they’ve grown 
into successful young men.

He has spent countless hours 
coaching youth sports. His vision 
for recognizing and developing the 
talents of others has enabled him 
to bring together championship 
teams when others questioned their 
chances. He has the ability to bring 
out the best in everyone, regardless 
of their talent level. Everyone he 
works with plays a role in the suc-
cess of the team.

He spearheaded the Creal Soccer 
Complex project with the Coldwa-
ter Township Sunrise Rotary Club, 
built entirely with donated funds; it 
is a beautiful facility for all to use.

One of his many strengths is his 
ability to bring people together, 
whether it is on the playing fi eld or 
in the meeting room. His excel-
lent listening and communication 
skills will serve us well if he is our 
representative in Lansing. He con-
nects with people from all walks of 
life. His compassion for others has 
always pushed him to make a posi-
tive diff erence in the lives of others, 
giving 110 percent eff ort to every-
thing he does.

Let’s put our Hart in Lansing ... 
Please join me in voting for Tim 
Hart Haberl as the next 58th Dis-
trict State Representative!
Pam Haberl, Quincy

YOUR VIEWS

R efrigerators are 
so common today 
we forget that it 

was once little more than 
a box with a block of ice 
in it.

Years ago ice was 
harvested from lakes and 
rivers in the winter to be 
used in the summer. The 
next stage in the history 
of cooling foods was to 

add chemicals like sodium 
nitrate or potassium 

nitrate to water, caus-
ing the temperature to 
fall. Cooling wine by this 
method was recorded in 
1550, as were the words 
"to refrigerate."

The evolution to 
mechanical refrigeration, 
a compressor with refrig-
erant, was a long, slow 
process and was intro-
duced in the last quarter 

of the 19th century.
In 1996, there was a 

change made in the type 
of refrigerant used to 
comply with the Regula-
tory Clean Air Act., Title 
6. The old refrigerant, 
known to most people as 
freon, a trade name, was 
replaced with HFC 134a, 

MSU EXTENSION

Improvements on the old ice box

JEANNIE NICHOLS

SEE ICE BOX,  A5
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DOW
17,086.63

26.91

NASDAQ
4,473.70

17.68

S&P 500
1,987.01

3.48

MKT
2,801.76

12.72

NYSE
11,023.90

7.66

JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF

ASK DR. K

DEAR ABBY: Is it accept-
able to bring a teacup-sized 
dog to a wedding? The 
excuse was, “Well, the wed-
ding was at the beach.” The 
pre-dinner and dancing 
were inside a high-end 
resort on the beach. The 
dog was taken inside these 
establishments.

After a guest — a family 
member of the dog’s owner 
— asked the owner to 
remove the animal because 
the occasion was not about 
her and her dog but the 
bride and groom’s day, the 
owner put the dog in a 
carrying case and the dog 
returned to the wedding for 
the rest of the night. Only 
this one couple made an 
issue of it and they weren’t 
in the wedding party, but 
relations of the dog owner. 
What do you think?
- DOGGONE DISGUSTED

DEAR DOGGONE DIS-
GUSTED: The rule of 
etiquette states that nothing 
should distract attention 
from the happy couple - and 
especially the bride - at the 
wedding. However, IF the 
dog owner had fi rst asked 
for and received permission 
to bring the animal to the 
festivities, then it wasn’t 
rude and the relatives of the 
dog owner were wrong to 
intervene.

DEAR ABBY: We were 
recently at dinner with 
longtime friends whose 
political views are diff er-
ent from ours. I believe in 
the rule of etiquette about 
avoiding the topics of poli-
tics and religion in mixed 
company. Well, somehow 
the conversation turned 
political. Voices were raised 
and I stood up and ended it.

There are now many hurt 
feelings with the parties 
involved still disagreeing 
about what happened and 
how it was handled. I know 
my actions were extreme, 
but things were out of con-
trol and I was upset. How 
do I deal with this if we are 
invited to future events?
- KEEPING THE PEACE

DEAR KEEPING THE 
PEACE: You may be wor-
rying needlessly, because 
you may not be invited to 
future events - at least until 
the next election is over. 
Whatever your friends 
were arguing about, while 
you had a right to speak up 
and say it was making you 
uncomfortable, because 
your reaction was “extreme,” 
you may have been as rude 
as the others. If you caused 
hurt feelings that evening, 
you should apologize, if you 
haven’t already.

DEAR ABBY: A sibling 
died recently and I have 
received numerous sympa-
thy messages in the form 
of cards, gifts and online 
posts. Do the people who 
send them typically expect 
a response? I feel a little 
overwhelmed with the 
amount of attention, and I 
worry that they’ll think I’m 
not appreciative if I don’t 
respond in kind. What is 
your advice?
- GRIEVING BUT 
GRATEFUL

DEAR GRIEVING 
BUT GRATEFUL: Their 
kindness should be 
acknowledged. To those 
who sent gifts and cards, 
a short note saying how 
much their support meant 
during this diffi  cult time 
would be a gracious 
response. 

Guest howls 
over dog’s 
attendance 
at wedding

DEAR DOCTOR K: I have 
poor vision that is making 
it more and more diffi  cult 
for me to live indepen-
dently. Are there tools that 
can help with my day-to-
day activities?

DEAR READER: Like 
you, some of my patients 
have poor vision, which 
limits their ability to 
perform activities such 
as reading a newspaper, 
using a computer, watch-
ing television, cooking 
a meal or crossing the 
street. For some, poor 
vision means poor cen-
tral vision. For others, 
it is blurry vision, loss 
of peripheral vision or 
even double vision. But 
however your vision is 
aff ected, there are ways to 
cope:

OPTICAL AIDS. The 
magnifying lens remains 
one of the most common 
tools to help compensate 
for poor vision. Most mag-
nifying lenses are made to 
be held, but some can be 
incorporated into the lens 
of a pair of prescription 
glasses and used for read-
ing or detail work.

Special lenses that work 
like miniature telescopes 
can be mounted on a 
pair of glasses and used 
for driving or watching a 
movie. And glasses with 
special fi lters may help 
with excessive glare or 
reduced contrast (less 
distinction between light 
and dark).

COMPUTER AIDS. 
Software programs can 
make the text on a com-
puter monitor larger or 
more legible by allowing 
you to change font size 
and background displays. 
Specialized text-to-speech 
conversion programs read 
text aloud, while speech-
recognition software 
converts speech to text. 
Special keyboards, mag-
nifi ers for monitors and 
other devices are also 
available.

In the late 1990s, a 
patient of mine developed 
a condition that caused 
his vision to worsen. He 
was a writer, and he felt 
that his career would end 
when his eyesight failed. 
“How can I read? How can 
I even read what I write?” 
he asked me. A self-styled 
“old-fashioned” guy, he 
wrote on a typewriter.

Switching to a computer 
made a huge diff erence. 
He started writing on 
one, using a large font 
size. He found someone 
to scan books and docu-
ments, and then used the 
computer to enlarge the 
text of the scanned docu-
ments. As e-books became 
common a few years later, 
it became even easier to 
read everything he needed 
to. If his eyesight worsens 
further, text-to-speech 
conversion will help him 
read by listening. And 
voice-recognition technol-
ogy will allow him to write 
by talking.

OTHER AIDS. Electronic 
“talking” watches, alarm 
clocks and calculators let 
you rely on your hearing 
rather than your vision. 
Listening to audiobooks is 
another popular option.

A simple desk lamp 
with a metal shade is 
one of the easiest ways to 
improve vision if you use 
it properly. 

Optical, 
computer 
aids help 
those with 
poor vision

CONSTANTINE — 
Ray R. Johnson, 92, of 
Sherwood, passed away 
July 22, 2014 at the 
home of his son Doug in 
Constantine.

Ray was born Jan. 31, 
1922 in Kalamazoo, a 
son to the late Martin V. 
and Ecco Mae (Rench) 
Johnson.

He had lived most all 
of his life in Sherwood, 
graduating from Sher-
wood High School with 
the Class of 1940.

On June 8, 1941 he 
married N. Loraine 
Johnson in Branch 
County; she preceded 
him in death on Sept. 13, 
2003.

Ray had worked in 
manufactured hous-
ing for years and later 

worked for the Con-
stantine Creamery as 
a supervisor. He was a 
32nd degree Mason with 
the Sherwood Lodge No. 
421 where he had served 
as Master.

He is survived by three 
sons, Gary R. (Sandi) 
Johnson of Florida, 
Ronald R. (Ann) Johnson 
of Bradenton, Florida 
and Douglas E. (Rande) 
Johnson of Constantine; 
several grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and 
great great-grandchil-
dren; and several nieces 
and nephews.

Besides his wife and 
parents, he was preceded 
in death by a brother 
Gene Johnson and sister 
Glendora Russell.

The family will receive 

relatives and friends on 
Friday, July 25, 2014 
from 5-8 p.m. at the 
Schipper Funeral Home 
LTD. in Colon, with a 
Masonic Service taking 
place at 7:30 p.m.

A funeral service cel-
ebrating the life of Ray R. 
Johnson will be Saturday, 
July 26, 2014 at 11 a.m. 
at the funeral home, with 
Rev. Dennis Smith of 
the Messiah Lutheran 
Church of Constantine 
offi  ciating. Burial will 
follow at Matteson Town-
ship Cemetery.

If desired, the family 
suggests memorials be 
made in memory of Ray 
to the Sherwood Masonic 
Lodge. Envelopes will be 
available at the funeral 
home.

RAY R. JOHNSON 1922-2014

OBITUARY

a new refrigerant that 
does less damage to the 
ozone and is still just as 
eff ective in keeping food 
cold.

Bacteria grow most 
rapidly in the range of 
temperatures between 
40 and 140 degrees 
Fahrenheit, some 
doubling in number in 
as little as 20 minutes. 
A refrigerator set at 40 
degrees F or below will 
protect most foods.

There are two com-
pletely diff erent families 
of bacteria: Pathogen 
bacteria, the kind that 
cause foodborne illness, 
and spoilage bacteria, 
the kind of bacteria that 
cause foods to dete-
riorate and develop 
unpleasant odors, tastes 
and textures.

Pathogens, bacteria 
that can make you sick, 
can grow rapidly in the 
danger zone — which is 
the temperature range 
between 40 and 140 
degrees F — but they do 
not generally aff ect the 
taste, smell or appear-
ance of a food.

In other words, one 
cannot tell that a patho-
gen is present.

On the other hand, 
spoilage bacteria can 
grow at low tempera-
tures, such as in the 
refrigerator. Eventu-
ally they cause food to 
develop bad tastes and 
smells.

Refrigerators should 
be set to maintain a 
temperature of 40 
degrees F or below. An 
appliance thermometer 
should be kept in the 
refrigerator to monitor 
the temperature. This 
can be critical in the 
event of a power outage. 
When the power goes 
back on, if the refrigera-
tor is still 40 degrees F, 
the food is safe. Foods 
held at temperatures 
above 40 degrees F for 
more than two hours 
should be thrown out.

A full refrigerator 
will generally keep food 
cold approximately four 
to six hours without 
power — if the door is 
not opened more than is 
absolutely necessary.
Jeannie Nichols is a 
food safety educator 
for Michigan State 
University Extension. 
She can be reached at 
nicho115@msu.edu or 
517-439-9301.

ICE BOX
From Page A4

When told he was also charged with 
holding customer Thomas Klumpp of 
Midland Leiff er commented, “I didn’t 
do that to that man.”

Leiff er allowed Klumpp to leave when 
he realized he could not control two 
hostages.

Klumpp told investigators when Lei-
ffer walked into the store he calmly 
walked around to see who was there. 
Then he announced, “I have a gun.”

Only then, Klumpp said, did he notice 
a .40-caliber Smith & Wesson handgun 

in a holster on Leiff er’s waist.
Leiff er appeared to be coming down 

from a drug high. He shed some tears 
during the video arraignment when he 
realized the charges were life off enses.

He admitted to Branch County Sher-
iff ’s Office deputies that he stole 742 
oxycodone (a strong, narcotic pain 
reliever) pills from the Angola CVS. He 
said while police surrounded the Lion’s 
Den he took some of the stolen drugs.

During negotiations with law enforce-
ment and central dispatch, Leiffer 
talked of having been injured and 
becoming addicted to oxycodone when 
doctors prescribed it to him to aid in 
his recovery.

CHARGED
From Page A1

Facebook manipulated the accounts 
of about 700,000 users to analyze 
how their moods were aff ected by 
the emotional tenor of the posts 
fl owing through their pages. Face-
book apologized.

Kelly still regularly posts on his 
Facebook page to stay in touch with 
friends and family, but says he is more 
leery of the service.

“They just take all your information 
and make all the money for them-
selves. It’s insane,” Kelly says. 

Despite the occasional uproar, 
Facebook Inc. has been thriving while 
feeding off  the free content of its nearly 
1.3 billion users. The Menlo Park, 

California, company now has a market 
value of $175 billion, and CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg ranks among the world’s 
wealthiest people with a fortune of 
about $30 billion, based on the latest 
estimates from Forbes magazine.

Advertisers, meanwhile, are pour-
ing more money into social networks 
because that is where people are 
spending more time, particularly on 
smartphones. Facebook’s share of the 
$140 billion worldwide market for dig-
ital ads this year is expected to climb 
to nearly 8 percent, or $11 billion, up 
from a market share of roughly 6 per-
cent, or $7 billion last year, according 
to the research fi rm eMarketer. 

Although it still isn’t profitable, 
short-messaging service Twitter is 
also becoming a bigger advertis-
ing magnet, thanks largely to its 255 

million users who also provide a steady 
fl ow of free content. Twitter’s digital 
ad revenue this year is expected to rise 
to $1.1 billion, nearly doubling from 
$600 million last year, according to 
eMarketer.

Facebook and Twitter have become 
such important marketing tools that 
celebrities and other users with large 
social-media followings are being paid 
by advertisers to mention and promote 
products on their accounts.

Bubblews wants to make money, 
too, but it also wants to ensure that 
everyone using it gets at least a small 
slice of the advertising pie.

Dixit, 26, who started Bubblews 
with his college buddy Jason Zuc-
cari, says the service got about 
200,000 users during a “beta” test 
phase that began in September 2012. 

SOCIAL
From Page A1

Mary Smith, 
99, a dedi-
cated Branch 
District 
Library 
supporter, 
placed a sign 
supporting 
the half-mill 
on the Aug. 
5 primary 
ballot. The 
BDL needs 
the millage 
to restore 
and maintain 
services. 
COURTESY PHOTO
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Friday, Aug. 1, 
2014
■ WIC, 570 Marshall Rd., 
Coldwater, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
517-279-9561.
■ Reading Summer Festival 
Days – City wide garage sales 
all day, all around town. Cen-
tury Bank & Trust Customer 
Appreciation Day 11 a.m. - 2 
p.m., popcorn and drawing. 
517-28-2148. Steak Fry at the 
American Legion, 219 N. Main 
St., 517-283-2683. Truck Pulls 
at 7 p.m. (registration at 5 
p.m.). Magic Square, State & 
Wesley Sts., sponsored by Fire 
Dept., admision $8 (517) 250-
0430, 398-6092.
■ AA: closed meeting at noon 
and open meeting at 8 p.m. at 
23 ½   S. Monroe St., Coldwater, 
behind Shorty’s Barber Shop.
■ AA: Non-smoking meetings 
at 4:30 p.m.& 7 p.m. at 22 W. 
Pearl Street, Ste. 3, Coldwa-
ter. For more info contact 
517-924-0644.
■ The Branch County 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, 220 N. Michigan 
Ave., Coldwater, is collecting 
old cell phones to be recycled. 
For more information, call 
(517) 278-SAFE (7233).
■ We Do Recover group of 
Narcotics Anonymous will 
gather at 8 p.m. for a meet-
ing at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 2, 
Coldwater. Call (269) 841-
7091 for more information.
■ The Community Health 
Center of Branch County 
Lobby Gift Shop is open from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
■ Community Action will off er 
Euchre from 1-3:30 p.m.
■ Walk for ME will meet at 
Heritage Park in Coldwater. 
Call (517) 781-6499 for more 
information.

■ Coldwater Recreation Lanes 
bowling alley will off er bowling 
for senior citizens at 12:30 
p.m.
■ The Habitat for Human-
ity Resale Store, located in 
the former Walters Building 
Supply buildings on US-12 
between Coldwater and 
Quincy, will be open from 3-7 
p.m.
■ The Branch District Library, 
10 E. Chicago St., Coldwater, 
is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 278-2341.
■ The Algansee Branch 
Library, 580-B S. Ray Quincy 
Rd., is open from 1 p.m. to 6 
p.m. For more information, call 
(517) 639-9830.
■ The Bronson Branch 
Library, 207 N. Matteson , is 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 369-3785.
■ Quincy Branch Library, 11 
N. Main St. Open 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. For more information call 
(517) 639-4001.
■ Union Township Branch 
Library, 195 N. Broadway , is 
open from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. For more information, call 
(517) 741-5061.
■ The Friendship Center, 493 
Marshall St., Marshall is open 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more 
information, call 517-278-4103.
■ The H&C Burnside Senior 
Center is open from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Exercise room open 8 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Library open 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Billiard 
room open 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., 
Wood shop open 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m., Mexican Train Dominoes 
1 p.m., Pinochle 1 p.m., Tap 
Dance lessons 1 p.m., Euchre 
1:15 p.m., Dance 6 p.m.
■ Branch County Senior 
Dining Center Branch County 

CAA offi  ce serving lunch at 
noon. Call 517-279-8249 for 
more information.
■ We Do Recover group of 
Narcotics Anonymous will 
gather at 8 p.m. for a meet-
ing at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 2, 
Coldwater. Call (269) 841-
7091 for more information.
■ Reformers Unanimous 
Addiction Program will gather 
at 7 p.m. at the Calvary Baptist 
Church, 770 E. Chicago Rd., 
Quincy. Call (517) 639-4239 
for more information.
■ AA: 8 p.m. at Union City 
Wesleyan Church.
■ Habitat for Humanity has a 
Nu-Wool trailer for newspaper 
and phone book recycling at 
Needham Floors (the former 
Albright building) on M-60, 
Union City.
■ The Annex, 98 N. Broad St., 
Hillsdale, will be open from 
6-12 p.m. with modern kara-
oke for the younger and older 
set at 8 p.m.
■ Grounded in Grace Coff ee 
Shop, 360 E. Chicago, 
Jonesville, next door to the 
First Presbyterian Church, 
will be open 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
with lots of choices of fl avored 
coff ees teas and hot cocoa. 
You can follow them on 
Facebook at www.facebook.
com/GroundedInGraceCof-
feeHouse or at their website at 
www.groundedingracecoff ee.
com.
■ Non-smoking AA at 9 
a.m. in the downstairs at the 
Hope House, 401 W. Chicago, 
Jonesville.

■ If you have events you 
wish to place in the cal-
endar please email them 
to mbeckmeyer@thedai-
lyreporter.com or FAX to 
517-278-6041.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

contact Pamela Bognar at 
(517) 849-9923, ext. 848 or by 
email at bognarp@michigan.
gov.

3 Musical comedy
WHAT Tibbits Summer The-
atre will present the musical 
comedy “Guys and Dolls.”
WHEN 2 p.m. today, July 30, 
and 8 p.m. Thursday, July 31 

through Saturday, Aug. 2
WHERE Tibbits Opera House, 
14 S. Hanchett St., Coldwater
DETAILS Tibbits profes-
sional actors from across the 
country are participating in 
the show, which centers on a 
group of gamblers, showgirls, 
mission workers and unlikely 
romantic interests.
TICKETS Tickets are $10-32 
and can be purchased at www.
tibbits.org or at the Tibbits Box 

Offi  ce Monday through Friday, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
INFO For more information, 
call (517) 278-6029.

See more Find our complete 
calendar inside, A3

How to list your event 
Send your event and contact 
information to avanauker@
thedailyreporter.com or call 
517-278-2318.

3 THINGS
From Page A2

The Daily Reporter

COLDWATER — Justi-
fied Quartet, a five-man 
group from the mid-Michi-
gan Flint area, will perform 
at 6 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 
3, at Northview Chris-
tian Church’s outdoor 

amphitheater. Opening the 
performance will be local 
artist Grace Harmony.

Gathering and parking 
will begin at 5 p.m. the day of 
the event. Guests are encour-
aged to bring lawn chairs or 
a blanket to sit on.

No cost or ticket is needed, 

however a love off ering will 
be collected during the 
performance.

Northview Christian 
Church is located at 539 N. 
Union City Road, Coldwater. 
For more information, call 
(517) 279-9806 or visit www.
northviewchristian.net.

Justifi ed Quartet to 
perform at Northview 
Christian Church

The Justified Quartet will perform at Northview Christian Church Sunday, Aug. 3. 
COURTESY PHOTO

OUTDOOR EVENT

C O L D W A T E R  — 
Branch District Library 
director Evette Atkin spoke 
to the Coldwater Exchange 
Club recently, highlighting 
facts to support additional 
millage for the library at 
the upcoming election.

According to Atkin, the 
library had over 23,000 
visitors in the first quar-
ter of 2014. Sixty percent 
of residents in the city of 
Coldwater have an active 
library card.

In addition to books, 
the library provides free 
computer time, DVDs and 
enrichment and educa-
tional programs for adults 
and children.

A millage increase will 
be on the Aug. 5 ballot, 
seeking additional funding 
for library services.

PROPOSED MILLAGE

Exchange Club hears library update

Above, library director Evette Atkin, library volunteer 
Dr. James Troust, and Exchange Club member Joanne 
French (right). COURTESY PHOTO

More info
For more information, visit 
the library web page at 
www.branchdistrictlibrary.
org/.

Call us today for more information or a
personalized tour of the special care unit.

517.279.9808
www.laurelsofcoldwater.com

The Laurels of Coldwater has a special care unit that is devoted to caring
for those suffering with memory care disorders.

You’ll find all the amenities to make you feel comfortable during your stay including:
• Home-style nutritious meals served in • Transportation van for guest outings

pleasant dining room surroundings • Beauty & barber shop services
• Optometry, dental & podiatry services • Customized activities • And SO much more!!!

REESE HEARING
AID SERVICE

327 South Willowbrook Road
Coldwater, MI

517-278-5496 - Call Anytime

JOE K. REESE
State Licensed Hearing Aid Dispenser

JUSTIN M. REESE
Sales

What and Huh? Are these
words you use the most in
every day conversations?
Your hearing loss is harder
on the people around you
than it is on you.  They get
tired of repeating and talk-
ing louder to get you to
understand.  Reese Hearing
Aid Service can help with a
Digital Hearing Aid System.
Hearing aids are much bet-
ter and easier to wear than
ever before.  If you have
doubts we will let you try
them and let you see how
much better you will hear.
Call for a FREE consultation!

What?

What?

What?

What?

What
?

What
?

What?

Huh?

Huh?

Huh?

Huh?

Huh?

Huh?

Downtown Coldwater
517-278-6575

Reg. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6,
Sat. 9-2, Closed Sunday

Email: lamppostchristian@hotmail.com

THE LITTLE STORE
WITH A BIG HEART

FOR THE LORD

Books, Bibles,
Gifts, CardsCarpets

Upholstery
House Cleaning
Janitorial

265 South Sprague Street
Coldwater, MI

517-278-6989
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TODAY TUE WED

84°/63° 79°/59° 77°/56°

Resident needed 
to fi ll council seat
COLDWATER — With a 
new home in the Third 
Ward Coldwater, city 
councilman Tody Kirk will 
be stepping down from 
his Second Ward seat in 
the next four weeks.
Anyone living in the 
northeast Second Ward 
interested in serving 
on the council should 
contact the other ward 
councilman Chris 
Pierce at 279-9900 or 
piercecg@cbpu.com.
As is council policy, 
Pierce will recommend a 
replacement to fi ll out the 
term.

Tres Amigos
to perform
BRONSON — The fi rst in 
the annual Music in the 
Park series will begin at 7 
p.m. at Memorial Park.
The fi rst band in the 
series, Tres Amigos, will 
perform Latin music, 
including mariachi music.
Concerts in the Music 
in the Park series will be 
held every Monday in 
August and are free to the 
public.

Israel withdraws 
most troops, 
fi ghting persists
Israel withdrew most of its 
ground troops from the 
Gaza Strip on Sunday in 
an apparent winding down 
of the nearly monthlong 
operation against Hamas 
that has left more than 
1,800 Palestinians and 60 
Israelis dead. 

Strong quake 
kills hundreds in 
southern China
A strong earthquake in 
southern China’s Yunnan 
province toppled thou-
sands of homes on Sunday, 
killing at least 367 people 
and injuring more than 
1,800. About 12,000 homes 
collapsed in Ludian, a 
densely populated county 
located around 277 miles 
northeast of Yunnan’s 
capital, Kunming, China’s 
offi  cial Xinhua News 
Agency reported.

Evercore to
buy fi nancial 
research fi rm  
The investment bank 
Evercore Partners says it 
has an agreement to buy 
the International Strategy 
& Investment Group, a 
fi nancial research fi rm. 
The all-stock deal between 
the two New York-based 
companies could be worth 
roughly $401 million, based 
on Evercore’s shares clos-
ing Friday at $50.13. 
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By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

C O L D W A T E R  — 
Nichlos Stahlhood is back 
in prison due to his meth 
addiction.

Branch County Circuit 
Judge Bill O’Grady sen-
tenced him to 14 months to 
10 years in prison for posses-
sion of the drug after he was 

found in February passed 
out from drugs on the bath-
room fl oor.

His mother called the 
Branch County Sheriff ’s 
Office (BCSO) deputies 
after she found him. A small 
“bindle” – the corner of a 
plastic baggie – fi lled with 
meth was found in his 
wallet.

“Prisons are not the place 

for addicts,” 
Stahlhood, 
27, told the 
judge. “All 
it did was 
give me a 
false sense 
I was sober. 
I  had no 
way to deal 
with (my addiction) after I 
got out.”

Stahlhood suggested 
O’Grady set up a drug court 
used in many circuit courts 
of the state as a diversionary 
program.

As he headed back to 
prison for the third time 
Stahlhood said, “I wouldn’t 
wish this addiction on my 
enemy.”

Stahlhood was on parole 
in 2011 when he was found 

with others in a trailer 
making meth.

Meth has almost killed 
Stahlhood. He is on disabil-
ity because of burns on his 
hands. On Christmas Day 
2007, Stahlhood almost 
died in a meth lab fi re. State 
Police found him running on 
fi re with his skin falling off . 
In 2008 he was in another 
meth lab explosion.

CIRCUIT COURT

Meth sends Stahlhood back to prison

Stahlhood

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Voters 
will decide Tuesday if a 
.4908 millage renewal 
for five years should be 
passed to fund the Council 
on Aging (COA) and pro-
vide the operating budget 
for the H & C Burnside 
Senior Center in Coldwater.

84 percent of the Burn-
side Center’s budget comes
from the millage.

“This (millage) pro-
vides all the programs 
and services we offer to 

TUESDAY ELECTION

Council 
on Aging 
millage 
renewal
on ballot

By Chris Worst
Twitter: @ChrisWorst_TDR

BRANCH COUNTY — 
Branch County residents 
will decide Tuesday if the 
Branch District Library 
(BDL) should receive a new 
millage to help cover opera-
tional expenses.

The millage would be .5 
mills and would last until 
2022. According to infor-
mation provided by the 
library, the last time the 
BDL requested was in 1991 
when the library system was 
created.

Evette Atkin, director of 
the Branch District Library, 
spent last week traveling to
the various BDL branch 
libraries to answer ques-
tions regarding the millage. 
She said that revenue tra-
ditionally collected to help 

AUGUST ELECTION

Library 
millage on 
Tuesday 
ballot

By Andy Barrand
Twitter: @abarrandHDN

C O L D W A T E R  — 
Michael Tesch and Shayne 
Hasty both say their years 
in 4-H have helped mold 
their lives into what they 
are today.

The two will represent 
Branch County at this year’s 
Branch County Fair after 
they were crowned king 
and queen Sunday night 
at the Dearth Center.

Hasty, a 10 year member 
of the Whistle and Work 
4-H Club, said her most 
memorable moment from 
past fairs was participating 
in the Ag Olympics.

She said it was the time 
she spent hanging out with 
her friends that has made 
the fair memorable.

“I was very surprised,” 
Hasty said. “Growing up 
and coming to the fair you 
always look up to the pretty 
girls with their dresses on.

“I always wanted that to 
me someday,” she added.

Tesch, who has shown 
rabbits, ducks and chick-
ens over his 11 years in 
4-H, said his favorite proj-
ect was the remote control 
car project.

After having trouble 
with the competitions, he 

Tesch, Hasty crowned king and queen

Shayne Hasty and Michael Tesch smile for a crowd 
after being crowned queen and king Sunday evening 
at the Dearth Center. The two will represent Branch 
County during this year’s Branch County Fair. 

ANDY BARRAND PHOTO

COLDWATER — Sun-
day’s animal judging 
at the Branch County 

Fair included poultry, rabbit 

and miniature horse com-
petitions. The main pulling 
track featured antique trac-
tors and the night’s festivities 

were capped off with the 
crowning of the king and 
queen at the Dearth Center.

Branch County Fair 
events begin

Cole Bowers and his miniature horse participate in the mini jumping competition at the Branch County 
Fair Sunday. Bowers and his horse were named the grand champions of the competition. 

ANDY BARRAND PHOTO
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ADVICE | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

DEAR DOCTOR K: I am 
currently on a bisphospho-
nate “drug holiday.” How 
will I know if, or when, I 
should go back on the drug?

DEAR READER: After 
menopause, loss of bone 
(osteoporosis) can lead to 
crippling bone fractures. 
Drugs called bisphospho-
nates slow bone loss. (I’ve 
put a table with detailed 
information about these 
drugs on my website, Ask-
DoctorK.com.)

But bisphosphonates can 
cause troubling side eff ects. 
The pills can cause burn-
ing in the esophagus. And a 
small number of users have 
developed bone loss in the 
jaw and in the large bone in 
the upper legs (the femur), 
causing the femur to break. 
These side eff ects in the 
bone are rare, but need to be 
taken into consideration.

Doctors now off er a 
bisphosphonate “drug 
holiday” to some patients 
after three to fi ve years of 
treatment. During the drug 
holiday, bisphosphonate 
that has accumulated in 
the bones during treatment 
slowly trickles out, like an 
extended-release medica-
tion. This helps preserve 
bone strength and lowers 
the chance of fracture.

Doctors continue to 
monitor a woman’s bone 
density — a measure of 
bone strength — during 
the drug holiday. If and 
when bone density starts to 
decline, doctors often rec-
ommend that she start back 
on her medication.

A recent study off ers 
some guidance about 
when and how often bone 
density should be tested 
during a drug holiday. The 
study looked at postmeno-
pausal women who had 
taken alendronate — one 
of the most commonly 
prescribed bisphosphonate 
medicines — for four or fi ve 
years. These women were 
randomly assigned to take 
alendronate for fi ve more 
years or to take an inactive 
placebo pill.

During the trial, about 
one in fi ve women taking 
the placebo broke a bone. 
Their age and bone density 
when they started taking 
the placebo was enough to 
predict who was most likely 
to have fractures. Bone 
density testing after one 
year provided no additional 
useful information.

Based on this and other 
studies, I think it is reason-
able for women on a drug 
holiday to have bone density 
testing when the drug holi-
day starts and then again 
every two years. For women 
at a particularly high risk 
of fractures, I might get the 
repeat bone density tests 
every year. If the repeat test 
shows that bone density is 
declining when a woman 
is off  the medicine, I would 
generally recommend that 
she start back on treatment.

If side eff ects are a 
problem, taking bisphos-
phonates exactly as 
instructed should help:

■ Take the drug fi rst thing 
in the morning,

■ On an empty stomach,
■ With a large glass of 

water.
■ Remain upright for at 

least 30 minutes.
■ During this time, avoid 

eating, drinking or taking 
another medication.

Many studies have shown 
that bisphosphonate drugs 
prevent or slow bone loss 
and reduce fractures caused 
by bone loss. 

ASK DR. K
Women on 
‘drug holiday’ 
for bone loss 
should be tested DEAR ABBY: I am a 

happily married, 26-year-
old female with just one 
problem: I’m afraid to have 
children.

I have always wanted 
children, and it’s something 
my husband and I often dis-
cuss. Anytime we are asked 
when we plan to start our 
family, we always say four to 
fi ve years, but we have been 
saying this same thing for 
four years. I always thought 
I’d be ready by now.

My husband has been 
very sick for the past few 
years and had to take time 
off  work. We were able to 
scrape by on my salary, but 
it was tough. He returned 
to work recently and is fi ne. 
But now all I can think about 
is how much children cost, 
and I’m afraid we’ll never 
have enough money to have 
a baby.

I also worry about what 
if our child would be killed 
in an accident, molested or 
kidnapped! I ask myself why 
anyone would want to bring 
children into such a scary 
world, yet I still want them. 
Please help me. I am very 
upset and don’t know what 
to do.
- UNCERTAIN IN TULSA

DEAR UNCERTAIN: I 
understand your concerns 
and they are valid. Having 
children is an act of faith as 
well as an investment in the 
future.

If you think about it, life 
itself is a gamble. Mature 
individuals do everything 
they can to keep the odds in 
their favor. They work hard, 
live healthy lives, buy insur-
ance, start an education fund 
for their children, etc. There 
are no guarantees — but 
people keep having children 
anyway.

Because you feel stuck 
in making this decision, it 
would be helpful to discuss 
your concerns with a licensed 
mental health professional 
who can help you put your 
fears to rest.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 
30-year-old mother of a 
5-year-old girl. I have been 
dating “Mack” for two years. 
Everything was great at fi rst, 
but when I moved in with 
him things changed.

I don’t have a car right 
now. I work less than a mile 
away, so I walk mostly and 
don’t mind. The problem is, 
when Mack gets off  work, 
he picks up his son and goes 
straight home. He doesn’t 
call or text me to ask where I 
am, or drive by to see where 
my child and I are walking. 
When I arrive home, I’ll fi nd 
his son watching TV and 
Mack doing something else.

I keep telling him I need 
respect. What would you 
do if you were in my shoes? 
Temperatures are in the mid-
90s here in the summer, and 
it can get to you when you’re 
walking.
- UPSET MAMA IN TEXAS

DEAR UPSET: If you 
haven’t ASKED Mack to 
pick you up when he leaves 
work so you’re not stuck 
in the blazing heat — with 
your child, yet — you should. 
That he wouldn’t think of 
it himself shows not only a 
lack of consideration for your 
feelings but also for your little 
girl’s welfare.

Because his behavior has 
changed since you started 
living with him, consider 
this change to be a red fl ag. 
If things don’t improve, 
start looking for other living 
arrangements for you and 
your daughter because 
it appears you and Mack 
do better when you’re not 
cohabiting.

Fear of the 
future paralyzes 
woman who 
wants children

JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF

ASK DR. K

remembers spending the 
whole year working with 
his dad, Mike, on his car.

“We would run the bat-
tery dead, charge it and run 
it dead again each night, 
that next year I won all 
three competitions I was 
in,” he said.

After they were crowned, 
Tesch and Hasty presented 

sashes to members of their 
court. The court includes 
Carley Dibert, Abigail 
Donbrock, Davis Fettes 
and Cody Higbee.

Before the crowning, 
each of the participants in 
the competition shared a 
memory of fair week.

Abigail Donbrock said 
her fondest memory was 
the time she spent with her 
dad at the fair.

“Mom would let me stay 
up late one night during 

fair week each year to help 
dad lock the animal pens 
at the fair,” she said. “I 
enjoyed that time we spent 
together.”

Hasty took several dif-
ferent projects during her 
years in fair, with her favor-
ite the steer project.

She said it was her favor-
ite because her father was 
into the project and it was 
a lot of fun to spend time 
with him.

Hasty is the daughter of 

Brian and Sally and a grad-
uate of Union City High 
School. She is planning on 
attending Kellogg Commu-
nity College next fall.

Tesch is the son of Mike 
and Jeanna and a gradu-
ate of Quincy High School. 
He is a member of the 
4-H Superstars and the 
Exchange Club. He will 
be attending Davenport 
University on a bowling 
scholarship where he will 
major in fi nance.

CROWNED
From Page A1

fund the BDL, such as 
from the weigh station on 
I-69 and penal fi nes, have 
steadily decreased.

“Just in the past month, 
our penal fund revenue has 
gone down over $5,000,” 
Atkin said. “I expect it to 
keep going down.”

If passed, the tax would 
cost the average Branch 
County household $18.80 
a year. The BDL reports 
that it would generate 
$645,800.37 in the first 
year, with the total revenue 
decreasing in following 
years.

“We have enough in our 
reserves to cover six months 
of operating expenses,” 
Atkin said. “If we don’t 
receive additional funding, 
we will have to see addi-
tional significant cuts … 
we would have to cut ser-
vices, which means staffi  ng 
… I would not be surprised 
if various branches in the 
district were to experience 
multiple full day closures.”

LIBRARY
From Page A1

the community,” Branch 
County commissioner 
Rod Olney explained last 
month. “That 84 percent 
is very important.”

COA director Amy 
Duff said the senior 
center does better than 
others around the coun-
try, reaching 100 percent 
of the Branch County 
senior population over 
age 55. “We are proud 
of that,” Duff said. She 
added COA now is edu-
cating and promoting 

all its services so more 
seniors will take advan-
tage of those they are not 
using.

Such programs provide 
respite aids who help 
with keeping seniors 
out of nursing homes. 
Through COA programs 
seniors can get assis-
tance with Medicare 
planning and there is 
transportation for med-
ical appointments, even 
those which are out of 
town and state. Pro-
grams are availible to 
those over age 50.

The mil lage itself 
does not cover all the 

expenses. The senior 
center also depends on 
volunteers.

“We have over 100 vol-
unteers doing everything 
from maintenance type 
tasks to helping others 
with Medicare-Medic-
aid questions, running 
computers classes to 
driving people to doctor’s 
appointments,” Duff  said.

The Burnside Center 
saved $116,200 from 
services provided by the 
volunteers “which could 
not be replaced,” Duff 
explained, as it cannot 
replace the millage if not 
renewed.

AGING
From Page A1

(Above right) 
Rabbit competitors 
watch as one of the 
two rabbit judges 
examines a market 
rabbit Sunday after-
noon. (Right) One 
of the two poultry 
judges looks over 
three birds in the 
Bantom class for 
grand champion 
and reserve Sunday 
afternoon at the 
Branch County Fair. 
ANDY BARRAND PHOTO

FAIR 
PHOTOS
From Page A1

BP asks Supreme 
Court to hear appeal  
British Petroleum has asked 
the U.S. Supreme Court to 
throw out part of its settle-
ment of claims for damage 
from the enormous oil spill in 
2010 — a section saying busi-
nesses don’t have to prove 
that the spill directly harmed 
them to be eligible for pay-
ment. Claims administrator 
Patrick Juneau has awarded 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
to businesses whose losses 
“were not fairly traceable to 
the spill” including $76 million 
to businesses whose entire 
losses had absolutely nothing 
to do with it, the company’s 
lawyers wrote in a request 
fi led late Friday. 

IN BRIEF

Share your
Fair Food
Photos!

Send along with
your name and

city of residence to
editor@thedailyreporter.com

or mail/drop off to
The Daily Reporter,

15 West Pearl Street,
Coldwater, MI 49036

and we’ll run them
in our newspaper and online.

!  of !6 9



Newspaper Coverage August 13, 2014                                                                                                                                                                                          

Coldwater Daily Reporter, August 5, 2014, page A4 

!  
!
!
!
!

A4 Tuesday, August 5, 2014THE DAILY REPORTER

QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

OPINION

LETTERS POLICY
■ Each author is restricted to 400 words and one submis-
sion per month.
■ All submissions must be signed by the author and include 
a city of residence. A telephone number must also be pro-
vided for verifi cation purposes.
■ Submissions from organizations must include a name to 
be published with the submission, as well as phone number 
for verifi cation purposes.
■ The content of the submissions can’t be slanderous or 
libelous. 
■ All submissions are subject to editing for clarity and 
brevity.
■ Submissions are published in the order they are received 
and according to space allotment. Letters regarding elec-
tions or hot local topics may be subject to an individual 
deadline and may be published according to a diff erent 
schedule.
■ Gatehouse Media reserves the right to deny publication of 
submissions.
■ These submissions, as with all submissions for publica-
tion, can be denied at the discretion of the editor or general 
manager/publisher.
■ Letters to the Editor will not be taken over the telephone 
or via fax. They can be dropped off  or mailed to the newspa-
per offi  ce or emailed to editor@thedailyreporter.com.

15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI 49036-1912
A GateHouse Media newspaper

EDITORIAL BOARD
Dave Ferro  .................................................................................General Manager
Jamie Barrand  ............................................................................Executive Editor
Amanda VanAuker .............................................................................News Editor
Jeff  Arenz ..........................................................................................Sports Editor

FIRST AMENDMENT
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the 
right of people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.

ANOTHER VIEW

S ome of my earli-
est memories are of 
going to the library 

in Coldwater and checking 
out books.

I can’t say that I was 
the most regular of 
library attendees, but I 
always participated in the 
summer reading program.

I remember one summer 
in particular when the fi rst 
thing I did upon getting 
out of school for the year 
was have my mom drive 
me to the library to check 
out “The Chronicles of 
Narnia: the Lion, The 
Witch and the Wardrobe,” 
and spending the rest of 
the afternoon on my front 
porch reading about Turk-
ish Delights, a bunch of 
children and a delightful 
faun.

My library attendance 
went down as I went 
through middle and high 
school, but once I went off  
to Michigan State Univer-
sity, I once again found 
myself checking out tons 
of books, some for plea-
sure and others for work.

Quite frankly, I don’t 
know where I would be or 
who I would be without 
libraries. The one in Cold-
water allowed me to travel 
to distant lands and learn 
new ideas without having 
to spend a ton of money 
on traveling expenses or 

at a bookstore (although 
my family did quite a bit of 
both of those as well).

Libraries are a resource 
that should be treasured.

I’ve covered several 
events held at libraries 
since I began working for 
the newspaper, especially 
at the Bronson Branch 
Library. Most of these have 
been intended for little 
children, and every time, I 
see children with beaming 
faces.

I hope these children 
will be able to continue to 
use libraries throughout 
their lives so that they may 
learn and grow.

We as adults have a 
responsibility to make sure 
that happens.

Chris Worst is the assis-
tance editor for The 
Daily Reporter, Hillsdale 
Daily News, Bronson 
Journal and Jonesville 
Independent. Email him 
at cworst@thedailyre-
porter.com.

THE WORST VIEW

Libraries are 
important

CHRIS WORST

Hart Haberl is most 
qualifi ed candidate

To The Editor:
We feel that Tim Hart 

Haberl is our number one 
choice for the offi  ce of state 
representative.

Having known Tim for 
the past 30 years or so, 
we have found him to be a 
very devoted husband and 
father while being very 
much involved in many 
educational and civic 
minded organizations and 
community events.

He is a very creative indi-
vidual and works well with 
people from all walks of life.

Be ing  a  success fu l 
businessman, he well 
understands the impor-
tance of knowing and 
understanding the needs 
and desires of the people 
he services.

We feel that he will apply 
this same working knowl-
edge while in Lansing.

He has the know-how, 
ability and energy to get 
things done!

We ask you to vote for 
Tim Hart Haberl to repre-
sent District 58 as our state 
representative.
John and Joan Rohloff , 
Coldwater

Candidate turns 
ideas into reality

To the Editor:
Often, most candidates 

for political offi  ce all have 
ideas about what they want 
to accomplish if elected. 
Also these ideas and visions 
for the future are very 
similar with most other 
candidates.

However,  Tim Hart 
Haberl has a vast history of 

very successful community 
service to our area that is 
second to none.

The support and respect 
from other volunteers and 
the local food pantry is 
most impressive and speaks 
volumes.

I have been involved with 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
(BBBS) since returning 
to Coldwater after mili-
tary service in the early 
seventies. I was also the 
Community Development 
Coordinator for BBBS for 
the lower Michigan Coun-
ties including both Branch 
and Hillsdale prior to 
retirement and still a "Big 
Brother." Therefore, youth 
oriented programs have 
always been very important 
to me.

Tim's inception and 
successful completion 
of the soccer complex is 

a living testament of his 
unique ability to bring 
many groups,  service 
organizations and indi-
viduals together to create 
an immensely successful 
program that will serve the 
youth and families for many 
years to come. Virtually all 
cultural groups that make 
up our county have been 
brought together to partici-
pate and enjoy the sport of 
soccer and the complex for 
other activities.

Tim Hart-Haberl has 
a proven track record of 
community service as well 
as Founding and Establish-
ing his own independent 
business endeavors.

His energy and enthusi-
asm is contagious and will 
serve as well as our State 
Representative.
Thomas R. Porter, 
Coldwater

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I t’s no news that Con-
gress is unpopular. In 
fact, at times it seems 

like the only real novelty 
on Capitol Hill would be 
a jump in its approval 
rating.

So here’s the inter-
esting thing: nearly 
three-quarters of Ameri-
cans want to throw out 
most members of Con-
gress, including their own 
representative, yet the 
vast majority of incum-
bents will be returning to 
Capitol Hill in January. In 
other words, Americans 
scorn Congress but keep 
re-electing its members. 
How could this be?

The fi rst thing to 
remember is that mem-
bers of Congress didn’t get 
there by being lousy poli-
ticians. They know as well 
as you and I that Con-
gress is unpopular, and 
they’re masters at running 
against it — appearing to 

be outsiders trying to get 
in, rather than insiders 
who produce the Congress 
they pretend to disdain.

Just as important, 
incumbents enjoy an 
overwhelming advantage 
in elections. They have 
a large staff  whose jobs 
focus on helping constitu-
ents. They’re paid a good 
salary, so they don’t have 
to worry about support-
ing their families while 
they campaign. They 
get to spend their terms 
eff ectively campaigning 
year-round, not just at 
election time, and they 
are able to saturate their 

state or district with mass 
mailings.

Incumbents get the 
honored place in the 
parade, the prime speak-
ing position, the upper 
hand when it comes to 
raising money; chal-
lengers have to fi ght for 
visibility and money. In 
fact, challengers are at a 
disadvantage at almost 
every point in a campaign. 
From building name 
recognition to arrang-
ing meetings to building 
credibility with edito-
rial boards, donors, and 
opinion leaders, they’re 
trudging uphill.

But there’s another 
reason incumbents keep 
getting re-elected that’s 
also worth considering: 
voters — that’s you and 
me. Most Americans don’t 
vote, and those who do 
often cast their ballots 
for narrow or unusual 
reasons. They like the way 

they got treated by the 
incumbent’s staff , or they 
shook his or her hand 
at a county fair, or they 
like his or her stand on a 
particular social or eco-
nomic issue. Whatever the 
case, they don’t look at an 
incumbent’s entire record:
votes on a cross-section 
of vital issues; willingness 
to work with members 
of diff erent ideologies 
and backgrounds; ability 
to explain Washington 
back home and represent 
home in Washington; skill 
at forging consensus on 
tough policy challenges.

It’s really no mystery 
that incumbent mem-
bers get re-elected. Their 
advantages are baked into 
the system.
Lee Hamilton is Director 
of the Center on Congress 
at Indiana University. He 
was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
for 34 years.

ANOTHER VIEW

Why incumbents keep getting re-elected

LEE HAMILTON

Con. Tim Walberg 
(R-Tipton)

Website walberg.house.
gov

District Office 800 West 
Ganson Street, Jackson, MI 
49202 (517) 780-9075; Fax 
(517) 780-9081

Washington, D.C. Office 
418 Cannon House Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 
20515 (202) 225-6276; Fax 
(202) 225-6281

Sen. Bruce Caswell 
(R-MI)

Office Address: P.O. Box 
30036, Lansing, MI 48909

Email Address: SenBCas-
well@senate.michigan.gov

Toll-Free Phone: 
1-866-305-0316

Direct Phone: (517) 
373-5932

Fax: (517) 373-5944
Website: www.Senator-

BruceCaswell.com
Rep. Kenneth Kurtz 

(R-MI)
Web-site www.-gop 

house .com/welcome.-asp? 

District=058
Lansing Office N0992 

House Office Building, 
Mich. 48909-7514; Phone: 
(517) 373-1794; Fax: (517) 
373-5768

Sen. Carl Levin (D-MI)
Website levin.senate.gov
Washington, D.C. Office 

269 Russell Senate Office 
Building, District of Colum-
bia 20510-2202; Phone: 
(202) 224-6221; Fax: (202) 
224-1388

Sen. Debbie Stabenow 
(D-MI)

Website stabenow.
senate.gov

Washington, D.C. Office 
133 Hart Senate Office 
Building, District of Colum-
bia 20510-2204; Phone: 
(202) 224-4822; Fax: (202) 
228-0325

East Lansing Office 221 
West Lake Lansing Road, 
Suite 100, East Lansing, 
Michigan 48823; Phone: 
(517) 203-1760; Fax: (517) 
203-1778

CONTACT YOUR LAWMAKERS 

By Roberto A. Ferdman 
and Christopher 
Ingraham
The Washington Post

We all know there are 
only two types of people in 
the world: cat people and 
dog people. But data from 
market research fi rm Euro-
monitor suggest that these 
diff erences extend beyond 
individual preferences and 
to the realm of geopolitics: 
it turns out there are cat 
countries and dog coun-
tries, too.

Here in the U.S., slightly 
more households own 
dogs than own cats. But 
Euromonitor’s numbers 
show that in terms of raw 
population, cats outnum-
ber dogs to the tune of 2 

million. Why? One simple 
explanation is that cats are 
more compact. You can fi t 
more cats in a house than 
you can, say, golden retriev-
ers. (You can also geolocate 
a lot of them, which is fun, 
but entirely besides the 
point.)

At the state level in the 
U.S., cats outnumber dogs 
in the Northeast and Upper 
Midwest. Dogs are the 
favorite in the South and 
Southwest. The most dog-
friendly state is Arkansas, 
where dogs outnumber 
cats 1.35-to-1. At the other 
end of the spectrum stands 
Massachusetts, with 1.87 
cats for every dog.

“A lot of that simply 
has to do with population 
density,” Jared Koerten, 

a pet industry analyst at 
Euromonitor, said in an 
interview. “Many cities just 
aren’t that dog-friendly.”

Still, overall, most states 
have a pretty balanced cat-
dog ratio.

Around the world the 
story is quite different. 
Euromonitor gave us 
estimates of the pet dog 
and cat populations in 54 
countries, and some show 
a stark dog/cat divide. 
In India, for instance, 
pet dogs outnumber cats 
10-to-1. Dogs enjoy a 2.5-
to-1 advantage in China. 
On the other hand, cats 
outnumber dogs 3-to-1 in 
Switzerland, Austria and 
Turkey.

Overall, cats are the 
favored pet in most of 

Western Europe, with the 
exception of Spain, Por-
tugal and Ireland. South 
America is strictly dog 
country, as is much of Asia.

“Some regions, like the 
Middle East and part of 
Africa, have an especially 
long-standing appreciation 
of cats,” Koerten said. “In 
Latin America it’s the com-
plete opposite. Dogs are 
part of family life there.”

“Looking across al l 
countries, there’s a corre-
lation between developed 
economies and balanced 
pet preferences,” Koerten 
said. Brazil, as is turns out, 
has a strange affinity for 
small dogs — it has more 
small dogs per capita than 
any other country. 

WOOFERS AND MEOWERS

Dogs and cats and people who like them 
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Walk to benefi t 
Huntington’s Disease 
Society to be held
BATTLE CREEK — The 
Huntington’s Disease 
Society of America will 
host a Team Hope Walk 
on Saturday, Aug. 16, 
2014 at the Pennfi eld 
High School track, 8299 
Pennfi eld Road, Battle 
Creek. Registration will 
take place at 9 a.m. The 
walk will begin at 10 a.m. 
Donations may be made 
at the walk or online at 
www.HDSA.org/thwbat-
tlecreek. For questions, 
please call Sylvia Lahusky 
at 269-209-7848.
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Israel, Hamas to 
negotiate new 
Gaza deal in Cairo
The outlines of a solution 
for battered, blockaded 
Gaza are emerging after 
Tuesday’s tentative 
Israel-Hamas cease-fi re: 
Norway is organizing a 
donor conference and 
Western-backed Palestin-
ian President Mahmoud 
Abbas aims to oversee 
rebuilding and reas-
sert his authority in the 
territory, lost to Hamas 
in 2007. Forces loyal to 
Abbas would be deployed 
at Gaza’s crossings to 
encourage Israel and 
Egypt to lift the closure 
they imposed after the 
Hamas takeover. 

Nigeria says it was 
slow to respond in 
Ebola case
Nigerian health authori-
ties acknowledged 
Tuesday that they did not 
immediately quarantine 
a sick airline passenger 
who later died of Ebola, 
announcing that eight 
health workers who had 
direct contact with him 
were now in isolation with 
symptoms of the disease.

Sheriff : Wyoming 
pair kept child 
in outdoor cage 
A Wyoming man and 
a woman face felony 
charges on allegations that 
they kept the woman’s 
7-year-old in an outdoor 
cage on and off  for three 
weeks, forcing the child to 
sleep in the enclosure even 
during rainstorms. Depu-
ties who went to the rural 
property outside Laramie 
on a tip last month say 
they found a wooden and 
metal cage outside the 
home. The enclosure con-
tained a cot, a toothbrush, 
a bucket and other items. 
— AP

Lie down please

Reyna Everett, 7, a Branch Bud, tries to get her Grey-
hound Twister to lie down during the rally portion of 
the dog show Tuesday night at the Branch County Fair. 
Everett and Twister, who is a rescue dog, also competed 
in the agility competition. 4-H dog project members 
will compete today in grooming, obedience, showman-
ship and costume classes. ANDY BARRAND PHOTO

By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

COLDWATER — Tues-
day’s primary election 
ballot contained two mill-
age renewal proposals 
— one for the Branch Area 
Transit Authority and one 
for Commission on Aging 
(which is housed at the 
H. & C. Burnside senior 
center).

BATA’s millage passed 
with 3,906 yes votes and 
2,018 county residents 
voting no.

Director of BATA Kara 
Derrickson said, “We are 
extremely grateful to the 
public for their continued 
support.”

The .34-mill renewal 
and .01-mill increase will 
be in aff ect for a fi ve-year 
period, 2015-19, and will 
generate an estimated 
$447,963 for the 2015 tax 
year. With this millage, the 
average homeowner will 
pay approximately $15 per 
year.

The COA millage also 
passed with 4,593 voting 

yes and 1,362 no votes.
“We at the senior center 

are grateful to the commu-
nity for the passing of this 
millage,” said COA execu-
tive director Amy Duff. 
“We thank you for caring 
for the seniors. Not only 
is Coldwater a great place 
to grow up, it’s also a great 
place to grow older. We 
look forward to continu-
ing our excellent programs, 
activities and services for 
seniors.”

ELECTION RESULTS

Voters pass COA, 
BATA millage renewals

SEE RENEWALS,  A5

By Chris Worst
Twitter: @ChrisWorstTDR

BRANCH COUNTY — 
Voters approved a millage 
Tuesday which will give extra 
revenue to the Branch Dis-
trict Library (BDL).

The millage raises taxes 
by .5 mills for eight years. It 
will cost the average Branch 
County household an addi-
tional $18.80 a year. Funds 
will be spent on library oper-
ating expenses — a category 
which includes salaries, utili-
ties, materials and supplies.

BDL director Evette 
Atkin said the millage was 
necessary.

“If this had not passed, we 
would have had to cut hours 
and services to an extremely 
detrimental extent,” Atkin 
said via Facebook. “Now, 
thanks to the voters of Branch 
County, their library will not 

only survive, but thrive.”
The measure passed with 

4,281 votes in favor and 1,735 
votes against it.

The library has steadily lost 
revenue due to a decrease 
in penal fines. in 1991, the 
library collected $276,215 in 
fi nes. In 2013, that number 
dropped to $193,402. This 
number has fl uctuated since 
1991, with a high of $413,441 
collected in 2007 and a low 
of $166,159 collected in 1994.

“The library, though still 
funded below the state aver-
age, will be in good shape for 
the next eight years,” Atkin 
added.

Prior to the passage of 
the millage, Branch County 
residents paid .605 mills 
in library taxes — approxi-
mately $22.74 a year. With 
the new tax, residents will 
pay approximately $41.54 a 
year.

BRANCH COUNTY ELECTION

Voters approve 
new library 
millage

6-year-old Zachariha Therrian plays a game with his 
mother, Sandra Therrian, at the Branch District Library-
Coldwater Branch on Tuesday. CHRIS WORST PHOTO

“If this had not passed, we would have 
had to cut hours and services to an 
extremely detrimental extent. Now, 
thanks to the voters of Branch County, 
their library will not only survive, but 
thrive.”
BDL director Evette Atkin via Facebook

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Eric Leutheuser 
won the Republican nomination for 
the 58th District Michigan House race 
Tuesday by taking more votes out of 
opponent Tim Hart-Haberl’s home 
base of Branch County than Hart-
Haberl could take out of Leutheuser’s 
native Hillsdale County.

At press time, without seven of Hill-
sdale County’s 25 precincts reporting, 
there was no way Hart-Haberl could 
take enough votes there to win — even 
with his strong showing in Branch 
County. The diff erence in Branch gave 
Hart-Haberl the lead by only 1,102 
votes — 1,981 to 879.

Hillsdale County Commissioner and 
candidate Brad Benzing did not split 

the votes in Hillsdale County as was 
expected.

“Leutheuser did a great job in Hills-
dale County,” Hart-Haberl said.”I give 
him a lot of credit. He ran a great cam-
paign and got out the people.”

Hart-Haberl’s campaign manager 
Cisco Ortiz said the Hart-Haberl’s cam-
paign had problems with Americans 
For Progress — a Tea Party-associated 
group — which sent hired college stu-
dents, some from out of state, to go 
door-to-door in Hillsdale County “to 
bad mouth” Hart-Haberl.

AFP put out a large mail campaign 
supporting Jeff  Jacques,who took 552 
votes in Branch County with little other 
campaigning.

Further splitting the Branch County 

Hart-Haberl 
concedes race 
to Leutheuser

58TH DISTRICT

Time Hart-Haberl and son Sam look over results Tuesday night as the 
Hillsdale County voting numbers showed Eric Leutheuser would win the 
Republican nomination.

SEE 58TH DISTRICT,  A5

The Daily Reporter
GIFT SUBSCRIPTION
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By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChritsyTDR

BRANCH COUNTY — 
A key strategy to improving 
the health of Americans, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control, could be 
breastfeeding.

Choosing whether to breast 
or formula feed one's baby is 
one of the first decisions a 
mother makes. The Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics, 
American Medical Associa-
tion, the American Dietetic 
Association and the World 
Health Organization agree 
babies should be exclusively 
breastfed for the first six 
months of their lives.

Beyond that, the AAP 
encourages breastfeeding 
until at least 12 months — 
and longer if possible.

Heather Gigowski, MA, 
immunization coordinator at 
Day One Family Healthcare 
resides in Quincy and is the 
mother of a 3-year-old boy.

"I just quit pumping 
(breast milk) but he still gets 
the breast a couple times a 
day at home," Gigowski said. 
"Breast milk is good for his 
health and the connection is 
amazing. To be able to look 
into the child's eyes … you 
really get a good connection. 
He latched on from the fi rst 
day. I believe in self-weaning, 
I'm ready, but he is not ready 
to wean."

Although breast milk 
offers the best nutritional 
value for babies, not all 
women are able to breast-
feed. For some the decision is 
based on their comfort level, 
lifestyle or specifi c medical 
conditions they may have. 
For these reasons, formula 
is the best alternative.

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration regulates for-
mula companies to ensure all 
known necessary nutrients, 
including vitamin D, is pro-
vided in their formulas.

A majority of formulas have 
cow's milk or soybean bases 

and have vitamins and other 
nutrients breastfed babies 
have to get from supplements. 
There are also specialized for-
mulas for babies with milk or 
soy protein allergies and for 
babies who are premature or 
had low birth weights.

Information at KidsHealth.
org, a part of The Nemours 
Foundation's Center for Chil-
dren's Health Media and The 
Nemours Foundation, a non-
profi t organization devoted 
to improving the health 
of children, states, "Breast 
milk's components — lac-
tose, protein and fat — are 
easily digested by a new-
born's immature system. As a 
group, breastfed infants have 
less diffi  culty with digestion 
than do formula-fed infants. 
Antibodies passed from nurs-
ing mother to her baby can 
help lower the occurrence 
of many conditions, includ-
ing ear infections, diarrhea, 
respiratory infections and 
meningitis."

In addition, breastfeeding 
is beneficial for premature 
babies and may protect 
against allergies, asthma, 
diabetes, obesity and sudden 
infant death syndrome.

Bronson resident and 
mother of three boys Chris-
tina Anthony has used both 
methods of feeding. Due 
to developing mastitis, she 
was unable to breastfeed her 
fi rst son past two weeks. Her 
second son was breastfed 
for the first 12 months and 
her last son, now 19 months, 
continues to be exclusively 
breastfed.

"My oldest had tons of ear 
infections and my youngest 
gets them too, so I really don't 
know … I can't say if it makes 
them healthier. I just know 
what he is getting. Formula 
is recalled all the time," said 
Anthony.

Information from the 
Community Health Center 
of Branch County said, 
"There are numerous bene-
fi ts to breastfeeding for both 

mom and baby. Women who 
struggle with breastfeeding 
may need assistance from a 
certifi ed lactation counselor. 
The obstetrics department at 
CHC recognizes the impor-
tance of breastfeeding and 
is now off ering a free breast-
feeding support program for 
moms and their babies."

Brenda Hutchison, reg-
istered nurse and Certified 
Lactation Counselor is avail-
able through CHC from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Mondays 
to assist mothers and their 
babies. Her program offers 
weight checks for moms 
and babies, assistance with 
proper positioning and latch-
ing, information on milk 
management and pumping, 
ways to increase milk supply, 
resolving sore nipples and 
information on ways to nurse 
in public.

"We leave it up them. We 
respect their wishes and what 
works for them," said Hutchi-
son. "The health benefi ts of 
breastfeeding are benefi cial 
to both mother and baby. 
Moms recover faster and have 
less chances of postpartum 
depression."

Other benefits of breast-
feeding are the signifi cantly 
lower cost and convenience.

"Nursing is more conve-
nient than making a bottle 
and it's free. We have more 
of a bond too," said Anthony.

According to the CDC, in 
Michigan in 2011 75.3 percent 
of children were breastfed at 
birth with only 46.6 percent 
still receiving breast milk 
at six months and 23.3 per-
cent at 12 months. Numbers 
for mothers who exclusively 
breastfed their children were 
a bit lower, with 40.5 percent 
at three months and 16.2 per-
cent at six months.

"I think it is different for 
everyone but I think every-
one should try it. I have so 
much support; I think that's 
what helps me to keep going," 
Anthony said. "Mothers 
should give it longer than a 

couple weeks … give it at least 
three months; it's trial and 
error. Either way, nursing is 
better … that's my opinion. I 
don't judge people who don't. 
I say they should seek a lac-
tation specialist. I did and 
she helped me with a couple 
tricks and we've been going 
strong ever since."

Coldwater resident and 
mother of a 14-month-old 
girl Destiny Back agreed and 
said, "I did seek advice from 
the local lactation consultant 
at the WIC offi  ce."

"I wasn't confident that 
my baby was getting enough 
milk," Back said. "(The lacta-
tion consultant) reassured me 
that if my baby was gaining 
weight, which she was, that 
she was getting enough milk. 
She was wonderful."

Back exclusively fed her 
daughter breast milk for the 
child's first six months, at 
which point she incorporated 
formula due to not producing 
enough milk as time went on.

After her daughter turned 
a year old in May, Back com-
pletely weaned the child from 
breast milk and formula.

"My advice to mothers 
on the fence would be to 
think about what is best for 
your baby," Back said. "The 
absolute best choice is to 
breastfeed. There are so many 
resources to help mothers 
struggling with breastfeed-
ing … don't give up."

Amy Abrey, mother of two, 
said, "My fi rst child was born 
seven weeks prematurely. He 
was unable to suck when he 
was born and had a feeding 
tube for the first month of 
his life. I knew that breast 
milk would be the absolute 
best thing for him, so for a 
whole month, I had to use 
a breast pump. For a whole 
month, my child went from 
a feeding tube to bottle and 
back to feeding tube until he 
was strong enough to suck 
for a full feeding. With him, I 
was lucky and didn’t have to 
return right to work."

NATIONAL BREAST FEEDING MONTH

Breast feeding can be key

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — A jury 
took less than 90 minutes 
Tuesday to convict Trevor 
Hewitt of possessing two 
homemade weapons while 
he was an inmate in the 
Branch County Jail.

Hewitt, 27 will face up 
to 10 more years in prison 
consecutive to his current 
sentence when he is brought 
back to court for sentencing 
later this fall.

Corrections Offi  cer Wesley 
Pope said he searched BCJ 
maximum security cell E-68 
on Oct. 17 while its occupant 
— Hewitt — was in court. 
During the inspection Pope 
found a t-shirt torn into a 
2-foot strip with knots on 
the end.

Branch County Prosecu-
tor Ralph Kimble called 
the item a "strangulation 
device."

Also in the cell Pope dis-
covered a towel on the top 
bunk which was being used 
by Hewitt to store items. As 
Pope picked the towel up 
four batteries fell out — two 
more batteries than inmates 
are allowed by jail rules to 
possess.

The offi  cer said the towel 
it appeared to be a section 
that had been ripped from 
a larger towel.

"It could have been 
grabbed by the loose end 
and used as a weapon," Pope 
said.

T h r e e  o ff i c e r s  h a d 
searched the same cell 
recently after another pris-
oner, Cody Savage, caused 
major destruction in August. 
There was nothing in the cell 
while repairs were made — 
until Hewitt was moved in.

He was the only person 
except corrections officers 
that had been in the cell 
since repairs were com-
pleted, the offi  cers testifi ed.

Hewitt told Pope he kept 
the batteries wrapped in a 
towel to keep them warm to 
"save the charge."

Kimble noted one would 
put batteries in cold to save 
the power, not warm them.

After Hewitt's counsel 
Bill Renner argued the torn 
towel could never have been 
used as a weapon Kimble, as 
part of his closing, wrapped 

the batter-
ies  in the
c l o t h  a n d
slammed 
them hard
o n  t h e
defense table
— breaking

off  a piece of the formica.
Hewitt denied knowing

anything about the t-shirt
knotted into a rope. Renner
got Pope to admit there
was no indication Hewitt
intended to use the shirt
or towel and batteries as a
weapon.

Kimble explained to the
12-member jury the case
might not seem to be impor-
tant outside a jail.

"But the security of the
institution is important," he
said. "(The two items) could
hurt other people or be used
in an escape."

In April Branch County
Circuit Judge Bill O’Grady
sentenced Hewiit, a Stur-
gis area resident, to the
maximum 32 months to
four years in prison as an
habitual offender after a
jury convicted him of resist-
ing two Walmart security
offi  cers while trying to steal
items from the Coldwater
store in July of last year. One
of the victims in that crime
was choked until he nearly
passed out.

Hewitt caused problems
while in prison. He was
escorted to court by two
Michigan Department of
Corrections guards and was
transported wearing leg
irons and a shock device.

Hewitt has prior convic-
tions for two breaking and
entering charges as a felon
as well as a series of retail
thefts from stores in the
region.

Last year while in jail
he told police officers and
jailers he would take a gun
from them and use it. As he
entered the courtroom for
sentencing in April he said,
"I should kill them all and let
God sort it out."

Hewitt also has pend-
ing charges for attempted
escape after he and another
inmate broke into the
Branch County Jail attic.
Kimble is not yet certain he
will bring Hewitt back for
trial on that charge after this
last conviction.

Hewitt guilty again 
on weapons charge
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Attorney Bill Renner defends Trevor Hewitt in circuit trial.

Hewitt

SUMMER READING PROGRAM WINNER

8-year-old Jacob Blair poses for a photo with his new 
bike. Blair won the bike through the Branch District 
Library-Coldwater Branch’s Summer Reading Program. 
CHRIS WORST PHOTO

CIRCUIT COURT

COLDWATER — Infi ni-
source, a leading provider of 
cloud-based workforce man-
agement solutions for small 
and midsize companies, has 
awarded two $1,000 schol-
arships for the 11th year in 
a row.

One scholarship is awarded 
to a relative of an Infi nisource 
employee, and the other to 
a Branch County resident. 
Applicants submitted a short 
essay on the Infinisource 
credo: "Every person I come 
in contact with is the single 
most important person in 
that moment." A committee 
that has no affi  liation to the 
students chose the winners 
based on their essays, as well 
as academic achievements 
and extracurricular activities.

The Branch County schol-
arship was awarded to Olivia 
Ogden, who was home-
schooled and plans to attend 
Kellogg Community College 
this fall to begin her studies 
for a career in the medical 
field. She is the daughter 
John and Aimee Ogden of 
Coldwater.

"Having this attitude and 
service towards others would 
make a great asset not only 
in running a successful busi-
ness, but for serving others 
and leading a successful 
life," Ogden explained in 
her essay. "Everyone wants 
to be treated with dignity 
and respect. Whether it is a 
face to face interaction with 
someone, or being kind and 
helping someone over the 
phone, making that person 
feel valued is essential to 
having faithful customers. 
Life is all about how we treat 

people, regardless of how 
they treat us in return."

Ogden has been active 
with dance classes includ-
ing ballet, tap and jazz. She 
enjoys studying and practic-
ing photography and digital 
imaging, computer aided 
design, computer tech and 
being part of community the-
atre. She has volunteered at 
Tibbits Opera House and has 
been active in 4-H, includ-
ing being the vice president 
of her club and organizing a 
fundraiser for the humane 
society.

Hunter Winger is the 
winner of the scholarship 
awarded to a family member 
of an Infi nisource employee. 
Winger is a graduating senior 
at Quincy High School and 
will enroll at Western Michi-
gan University this fall. He 
is the son of Tim and Tricia 
Rzepka and the nephew of 
Tracy Shilling, an Infini-
source customer service 
representative.

Winger has been active 
in cross country, wrestling 
and track, where he was a 
regional qualifi er in wrestling 
and a top ten runner in the 
conference. He qualifi ed for 
state in a tech-drafting com-
petition as part of the Skills 
USA competition through 
the Branch Area Careers 
Center CAD/CAM program.

"Every person, every situ-
ation and every obstacle I 
come across in life I treat as 
the most important thing 
in my life at that moment," 
wrote Winger in his essay. 
"In my life I have had the 
opportunity to meet other 
people who live by this rule. 

Whenever they speak to me 
I know I have their complete 
and undivided intention. 
When businesses do this to 
me I fi nd myself instinctively 
going back to them in the 
future. This credo, used cor-
rectly, is the best way to treat 
the people in whom we come 
in contact with throughout 
our day-to-day lives."

"We strongly believe these 
two students deserve the 
scholarships," said Jessika 
Cole, Infinisource Execu-
tive Vice President. "Just 
as we pride our work as a 
nationally recognized leader 
of workforce management, 
these students demonstrated 

similar values of excellence 
and commitment to their 
academics. It is rewarding to 
support the communities in 
Branch County and give our 
local students the tools they 
need to succeed."

Infi nisource has awarded 
a total of $24,000 in schol-
arships to local students to 
support high education in 
the last 12 years. The schol-
arships are funded in part 
by the contributions from 
200 Infi nisource employees 
during fundraising activi-
ties throughout the year. 
The company matches the 
employee contribution with 
company dollars.

FUNDS GRANTED

Infi nisource awards annual 
scholarships to two local students

Above, left to right: Tim Rzepka (father of Hunter); 
Tricia Rzepka (mother of Hunter); Hunter Winger 
(family scholarship winner); and Jessika Cole (Infini-
source executive vice president). 

Above, left to right: John Ogden (father of Olivia); 
Olivia Ogden (Branch County scholarship winner); 
Jessika Cole (Infinisource executive vice president); 
and Aimee Ogden (mother of Olivia). COURTESY PHOTOS
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