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COLDWATER — The 
C o l d w a t e r  B o a r d  o f 
Public Utilities recently 
announced Susan Sharp 
was the winner of the 
Oldest Refrigerator in 
Coldwater Contest.

Sharp’s 1989 GE refrig-
erator came with the 
purchase of her home and 
has been in use every day 
since. Her contest win-
nings were comprised of 
a free home energy audit 
and a $750 Home Depot 
gift card to be used towards 
an ENERGY STAR® rated 
refrigerator.

Sharp  rec yc led  the 
25-year-old fridge and 
purchased a brand new 
ENERGY STAR® rated 
Maytag EcoConserve®. 

Her new, energy-effi  cient 
refrigerator will use an aver-
age of 392 kWh annually 
compared to her previous 
model, which averaged 
around 1590 kWh per year 
(this makes for an annual 
savings of around 1198 
kWh, or (market depending) 
roughly $125).

In fact, the Maytag Eco-
Conserve® refrigerator that 
Sharp purchased operates 
30 percent more effi  ciently 
than minimum federal 
energy standards require 
and its actual energy use is 
less than that of a 60-watt 
light bulb running continu-
ously for a year.

“I am very excited to have 
won the contest,” said Sharp. 
“Rather than paying an extra 
$100 or so for my electric 
bill, I can put that money 
toward something fun.”

The CBPU’s  Simply 
Effi  cient energy effi  ciency 
program exists to assist 
individuals and businesses 
in lowering their power 

bills by providing techni-
cal assistance and fi nancial 
incentives for equipment 
and systems that improve 
electrical effi  ciency. 

For a look at their rebate 

off ers, recycling programs, 
energy audits and much 
more, visit www.coldwa-
ter.org or call Bob Granger, 
energy effi  ciency manager 
at 279-9531.

CBPU

Oldest Refrigerator in Coldwater 
Contest winner announced

Susan Sharp was the winner of CBPU’s Oldest Refrig-
erator in Coldwater Contest. COURTESY PHOTO
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BRONSON — There’s 
something rejuvenating 
about a girl’s-day-out to a 
garden party.

And that’s just what the 
Friends of the Bronson 
Library are planning for 
Saturday in downtown 
Bronson.

The Friends of  the 
Library group was started 
in 2004 to support and 
promote the Bronson 
Library and its programs. 
Saturday’s Tea & Garden 
Tour will raise funds to 
help pay down the debt 
for the new media center 
at the Bronson Library, 
but doing what the Friends 
group loves to do makes 

this project more interest-
ing for them.

However, the Friends 
group would like to extend 
the invitation to gardening 
men, as well.

The day will begin at 10 
a.m. at the historic Carn-
egie Library in Bronson, 
located at 207 N. Matteson 
St. with tea and cookies and 
a brief introduction about 
the day. There will also 
be a silent auction along 
with vendors of things for 
women and gardeners to 
further the funds raised.

Then it’s off to three 
gardens just blocks away, 
where a progressive lunch 
will be served, one course at 
each. Along with enjoying 
the gardeners’ creativity, 

participants will have the 
opportunity to learn from 
a demonstrator of a skill 
or creative idea. Demon-
strations along the way 
will include wheat weav-
ing, fl ower arranging and 
hypertufa.

The groups will return 
to the library for dessert 
and to pay for their silent 
auction items. The Tea & 
Garden Tour is expected to 
wrap up around 1 p.m.

The ticket deadline has 
passed, but to inquire 
about last-minute ticket 
availability call Rosalie 
Currier at 617-2285; Gayle 
Clover at 369-1149; Fran 
Fletcher at (313) 850-7451; 
or Jeanne Unterkircher at 
369-7351.

FRIENDS OF THE BRONSON LIBRARY

Tea & Garden Tour scheduled

Altrusa International of Branch County recently installed officers and board of 
directors. They are: back from left, Christine Delaney, past president; Candace 
Newkirk, recording secretary; Pat Sampsel, first vice president; Jenni Dubois, 
director one; Alicia Cole, treasurer and Rhonda Ives, second vice president; and 
seated front from left, Evelyn Grimes, president-elect; Carol Hodson, president; 
and Jacqui Lyon, corresponding secretary. Not pictured  is Genelle Welch, director 
two. Altrusa International meets at noon at the Elks Temple in Coldwater on the 
first and third Wednesdays of each month. COURTESY PHOTO

ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL OF BRANCH COUNTY

Know the score with 
Bleacher Report
Pro sports in print and online

WILBUR’S 
97th

Anniversary Sale!

YOU4DON�T NEED4CASH* 12 MONTHS FREE FINANCING
TO QUALIFIED BUYERS*

1917- -2014

517-278-8412
DOWNTOWN COLDWATER • CORNER CHICAGO & MONROE
STORE HOURS:  Mon. - Thurs. 9:30 - 5:30, Fri. 9:30 - 7:00, Sat. 9:30 - 5:00

MasterCard, Visa, 
Discover

* To qualified 
buyers

You Know Our Stock - Our Quality - Our Service - & Our Free Delivery!
Lowest Possible Prices On Everything In Our Huge Inventory
97TH ANNIVERSARY SALE

LOWEST POSSIBLE
PRICES!

CHICAGO4STREET4LOOKING4EAST - Circa 1917

FOUNDER
WESLEY4WILBUR

1892 - 1967
Picture Circa 1913

DON’T MISS THE
BIGGEST

FURNITURE SALE
IN OUR HISTORY!

There has never been a 
better time to purchase new

furniture from Wilbur�s!
Great time to get Dad a new

recliner for Father�s Day!

We sure have seen a lot of
changes in Coldwater since
1917, but one thing that
hasn�t changed is how we do
business at Wilbur�s 
Furniture.  Wes Wilbur 
always said:  “Give the 
customer quality, selection,
service, and a good price 
and everything else will take
care of itself”.  After 97 years
and 3 generations, we are 
still doing business the way
Wes taught us.

12 MONTHS
FREE FINANCING

To Qualified Buyers

* SELECTION
NEARLY 1000 ITEMS4IN4STOCK

* SERVICE
97 YEARS4OF4PROFESSIONAL4SERVICE

* QUALITY
TOP4QUALITY4NAME4BRANDS

15 W. Pearl St.,
Coldwater, MI  49036

(517) 278-2318

Name _______________________________________ Phone ______________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________

Email Address __________________________________________________________

Signature __________________________________________  Expires _______________

VISA MASTERCARD DISCOVER

Offer good to current and new subscribers. Expires 6-21-14

AMERICAN EXPRESS

Sign me up for the Adopt-a-Pet Subscription 
52 weeks for $135.00 

PAYMENT:  52 WEEKS FOR $135.00

_____ Check Enclosed         _____ Charge My Card

OR Upgrade to our EZ Pay Program & we will donate $20 to animal groups

Pets will be from the following groups:
Animal Aid of Branch Co.

Project Hope Animal Rescue
Refurbished Pets of S. Mich.

Don’t miss out - Save Money on your
subscription and help these animal groups.

The Daily Reporter
is hosting an

Still Looking for a Father’s
Day Gift for Dad?

Adopt-a-Pet Event
JUNE 14TH

Noon-4 P.M. at our office at
15 W. Pearl St., Coldwater

Sign up for52 weeks for $135
new or current subscribers or enroll in EZ Pay and

We will donate $20 for each subscription 
or EZ Pay Enrollment 

to be divided between these groups.
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Branch District 
Library

www.BranchDistrictLibrary.org
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For the month of June, local resident Sabrina Augenbaugh’s thimble collection 
will be on display at the Coldwater branch of the Branch District Library on the 
second floor. 

BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY

Augenbaugh’s collection 
on display through June

Sunday, June 15
■ The Alderman Luce Memo-
rial Home Association will 
host a breakfast buff et from 
8 a.m. - 12 p.m., at the Ameri-
can Legion in Bronson.
■ AA Closed: 1 and 8 p.m. 
meeting at 23 ½   S. Monroe 
St., Coldwater, behind 
Shorty’s Barber Shop. Mes-
sage line at (517) 279-7776.
■  AA: Non-smoking meet-
ings at 4:30 p.m.& 8 p.m. 
at 22 W. Pearl Street, Ste. 
3, Coldwater. For more info 
contact 517-924-0644.
■  The Branch County 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, 220 N. Michigan 
Ave., Coldwater, is collect-
ing old cell phones to be 
recycled. For more informa-
tion, call (517) 278-SAFE 
(7233).
■  The Branch District 
Library is closed. For more 
information, call (517) 
278-2341.
■  We Do Recover group of 
Narcotics Anonymous will 
gather at 6 p.m. for a meet-
ing at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 
2, Coldwater. Call (269) 841-
7091 for more information.
■  The Community Health 
Center of Branch County 
Lobby Gift Shop is open from 
1 p.m.to 4 p.m
■  The First Congregational 
Church in Bronson: Open 
Bible Study, 9 a.m.; Pre-Wor-
ship Music, 10 a.m., Regular 
Traditional and Contempo-
rary Service, 10:30 a.m., and 
Coff ee Hour to follow.
■  AA: 7 p.m. at St. Mary’s 
School, 204 Albers Road.
■  Beggars Recycling, located 
on W. Railroad St., Bronson, 
will be accepting paper and 
magazines. No plastic or tin 
cans will be accepted.
■ Habitat for Humanity 
has a Nu-Wool trailer for 
newspaper and phone book 
recycling at Needham Floors 
(the former Albright building) 
on M-60 in Union City.
n Tai Chi class will be held 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the 
First Congregational Church 
in Union City. For more 
information, call Deb Geiger 
at (517) 741-7528.
■ The Girard United Meth-
odist Church will off er two 
services — a traditional ser-
vice at 9:30 a.m. and a praise 
and worship service at 11 
a.m. Adult Sunday school will 
take place at 10:30 a.m. and 
children’s Sunday school will 
be off ered during both ser-
vices for preschool through 
sixth-grade students. 
The youth group meets 
from 5-7 p.m. and nursery 
care is providing during 
both morning services. Call 
(517) 279-9418 for more 
information.
■ The Welcome Home Group, 
27 S. Manning, Hillsdale, will 
be the site of a Unity Service 
Recovery at 10 a.m. and 6:30 
p.m. Call (517) 437-3516 for 
more information.
■ Non-smoking AA at 10:30 
a.m. and 8 p.m. in the down-
stairs at the Hope House, 401 
W. Chicago, Jonesville.

Monday, June 16
■  WIC & Immunizations, 570 
Marshall Rd., Coldwater, 8 
a.m. - 4 p.m., 517-279-9561.
■  The Quincy Lions Club will 
hold their monthly meeting 
starting at 6:30 p.m. Call 
Phyllis Smoker, 677-7111 for 
information regarding meet-
ings or membership.
■  Sturgis Hospital Diabetic 
Support Group will meet at 
916 Myrtle Ave., Sturgis, 4 
p.m. to 5 p.m. in the private 
dining room.
■  AA: closed meeting at 7 
a.m., noon and 8 p.m. at 23 
½   S. Monroe St., Coldwater, 
behind Shorty’s Barber 
Shop. Message line at (517) 
279-7776.
■  AA: Non-smoking meet-
ings at 4:30 p.m.& 8 p.m. 
at 22 W. Pearl Street, Ste. 
3, Coldwater. For more info 
contact 517-924-0644.
■ A pain and anxiety program 
will take place from noon to 1 
p.m. Call (732) 940-9658 for 
more information.
■ The Branch County 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, 220 N. Michigan 
Ave., Coldwater, is collect-
ing old cell phones to be 
recycled. For more informa-
tion, call (517) 278-SAFE 
(7233).
n  Beginnings Care for Life 
Center, 213 Marshall St., 
Coldwater, is open from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. 
for clients. Business hours 
are from 1-4 p.m.
■ The Arthritis Aquatic 
Class will take place from 
8:30-9:30 a.m. or 12-1 p.m. 
at the Community Health 
Center of Branch County. 
Call (517) 279-5457 for more 
information.
■ Walk for ME will meet at 
Heritage Park, Coldwater. 
Call (517) 781-6499 for more 
information.
■ The Eby-Klein Youth and 
Family Center, 89 W. Chicago 
Street, Coldwater, will have 
after school gym time for 
grades sixth through 12th 
from 3-5 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call 517-278-5031.
■ We Do Recover group of 
Narcotics Anonymous will 
gather at 6 p.m. for a meet-
ing at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 
2, Coldwater. Call (269) 841-
7091 for more information.
■ The Reformation Lutheran 
Church in Coldwater will host 
Women’s Bible Study from 
6-7 p.m.
■ Sauk Trail Sound Chorus of 
Sweet Adelines will rehearse 
at the H&C Burnside Senior 
Center at 7 p.m. Ladies of 
all ages are invited to join in 
singing four-part barbershop 
music.
■ Euchre: 6 p.m. at Coldwa-
ter American Legion. Public 
welcome.
■ The H&C Burnside Senior 
Center • Open from 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Exercise room 
open 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., 
Library open 8 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m., Wood Shop open 9 a.m. 
- 3 p.m., Creative Quilters 
9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m., Penny 
Bingo 9 a.m., Zumba Gold 

class 9:45 a.m., Bridge 12:30 
p.m., Hand & Foot canasta1 
p.m., Knitting class 1 p.m., 
Euchre 1:15 p.m., Ladies in 
The Wood Shop 2 p.m. - 4 
p.m.
■ Community Action 
Congregate Dining at noon, 
suggested donation of $2.75. 
Call 517-279-8249 for more 
information.
■  The Branch District 
Library, 10 E. Chicago St., 
Coldwater, is open from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call 1-877-422-2726 
to reserve a meal.
■  The Friendship Center, 
493 Marshall St., Coldwater, 
is open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For more information, call 
517-278-4103.
■  The Community Health 
Center of Branch County 
Lobby Gift Shop is open from 
9 a.m.to 6 p.m.
■  The Bronson TOPS Club 
Chapter #367 will meet in 
the basement of the First 
Congregational Church, 139 
W. Chicago Rd., Bronson. 
Weigh-in 8:45 a.m., meeting 
at 9:15 a.m. For more infor-
mation call 517-238-2113 or 
517-369-9117.
■  Beggars Recycling, located 
on W. Railroad St., Bronson, 
will be accepting paper and 
magazines. No plastic or tin 
cans will be accepted.
■  The Branch County Com-
munity Band is looking for 
new members. Rehearsals 
are at 7:30 p.m. in the band 
room at Quincy High School. 
Call (517) 639-4595 for more 
information.
■ Habitat for Humanity 
has a Nu-Wool trailer for 
newspaper and phone book 
recycling at Needham Floors 
(the former Albright building) 
on M-60 in Union City.
■  The Welcome Home 
Group, 27 S. Manning, Hills-
dale, will be the site of a Unity 
Service Recovery at 10 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. Call (517) 437-
3516 for more information.
■ Non-smoking AA at 9 a.m. 
and 8 p.m. in the downstairs 
at the Hope House, 401 W. 
Chicago, Jonesville.
■  Grounded in Grace Coff ee 
Shop, 360 E. Chicago, 
Jonesville, next door to the 
First Presbyterian Church, 
will be open 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
with lots of choices of fl avored 
coff ees teas and hot cocoa. 
You can follow them on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/
GroundedInGraceCoff eeHouse 
or at their website at www.
groundedingracecoff ee.com.
 ■ Sturgis Friendship Center: 
organ music at 11 a.m., bingo 
from 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m., 
euchre, pool and cards from 
9:30 a.m. to noon.
■ Get Fit! will be off ered from 
4-5 p.m. at Athens Middle 
School in the all-purpose room. 
For more information, call 
(269) 729-4088.
■ If you have events you 
wish to place in the cal-
endar please email them 
to mbeckmeyer@thedai-
lyreporter.com or FAX to 
517-278-6041.

HILLSDALE — Bar-
bara Jane Lake, of 
Hillsdale, passed away 
Thursday, June 12, 2014 
at her home under the 
loving care of her family 
and Great Lakes Hospice. 
She was born Oct. 6, 
1932 in Hicksville, Ohio, 
the daughter of Ivan and 
Harriett (Bates) Ruger.

She is survived by 

seven children, Marilyn 
(Timothy) Marr, Jerry 
(Catherine) Hugenell, 
Steve (LeeAnn) Hugenell, 
Nancy Perry, Cindy (Don) 
Wood, Susan (Dave) 
Onisko and Paula (Ken-
neth) Vincent; several 
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great 
great-grandchildren; and 
three brothers.

At her request, crema-
tion has taken place and a 
private memorial service 
will be held at a later 
date. Arrangements are 
entrusted to the Hamp-
ton-Kurtz Funeral Home 
in Hillsdale.

Hampton-Kurtz 
Funeral Home – Hillsdale
517-437-0605

BARBARA JANE LAKE 1932 — 2014

Today is Saturday, June 
14, the 165th day of 2014. 
There are 200 days left in 
the year. This is Flag Day.

Today’s High-
light in History
On June 14, 1777, the 
Continental Congress, 
meeting in Philadelphia, 
adopted a resolution 
specifying that “the Flag of 
the thirteen United States 
shall be thirteen stripes, 
alternate red and white; 
that the Union be thirteen 
stars, white on a blue 
field, representing a new 
constellation.”

On this date:
In 1775, the Continental 
Army, forerunner of the 
United States Army, was 
created.
In 1801, former American 
Revolutionary War general 
and notorious turncoat 

Benedict Arnold died in 
London.
In 1922, Warren G. Hard-
ing became the first 
president heard on radio, 
as Baltimore station WEAR 
broadcast his speech 
dedicating the Francis 
Scott Key memorial at Fort 
McHenry.
In 1934, Max Baer 
defeated Primo Carnera 
with an 11th round TKO to 
win the world heavyweight 
boxing championship in 
Long Island City, New York.
In 1940, German troops 
entered Paris during World 
War II; the same day, the 
Nazis began transporting 
prisoners to the Auschwitz 
concentration camp in 
German-occupied Poland.
In 1943, the U.S. Supreme 
Court, in West Virginia 
State Board of Education 
v. Barnette, ruled 6-3 that 
children in public schools 
could not be forced to 
salute the flag of the 
United States.

In 1954, President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower signed 
a measure adding the 
phrase “under God” to the 
Pledge of Allegiance.
In 1967, the space probe 
Mariner 5 was launched 
from Cape Kennedy on 
a flight that took it past 
Venus.
In 1972, the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
ordered a ban on contin-
ued domestic use of the 
pesticide DDT, to take 
effect at year’s end.
In 1982, Argentine forces 
surrendered to British 
troops on the disputed 
Falkland Islands.
In 1985, the 17-day hijack 
ordeal of TWA Flight 
847 began as a pair of 
Lebanese Shiite Muslim 
extremists seized the jet-
liner shortly after takeoff 
from Athens, Greece.
In 1994, Academy Award-
winning composer Henry 
Mancini died in Beverly 
Hills, California, at age 70.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Thursday, 
June 12 
• Suspicious person, S. Jef-
ferson St., 12:05 a.m.
• Suspicious situation, 600 
block of E. Copeland Rd., 
12:58 a.m.
• Suspicious person, 80 
block of Church St., 2:14 
a.m.
• Suspicious vehicle, 30 
block of Arnold St., 8:29 a.m.
• Animal complaint (AC), 
500 block of Claar Rd., 10:53 
a.m.

• Shots fi red, 500 block of 
Mendon Rd., 12:56 p.m.
• Burglary, 400 block of W. 
Hatmaker Rd., 1:24 p.m.
• Suspicious situation, 100 
block of Dons Dr., 2:45 p.m.
• Property damage accident, 
10 block of N. Hanchett St., 
4:15 p.m.
• Animal complaint (AC), 
100 block of S. Matteson 
Lake Rd., 4:16 p.m.
• Assault, 300 block of 
Mowry Ave., 4:24 p.m.
• Unknown accident, 600 
block of E. Chicago St., 4:37 

p.m.
• Retail fraud, 800 block of 
E. Chicago St., 5:11 p.m.
• Suspicious situation, 700 
block of E. Chicago St., 6:16 
p.m.
• Threat, 300 block of Kevin 
Ln., 6:31 p.m.
• Threat, 500 block of N. 
Walker St., 8:17 p.m.
• Suspicious situation, 300 
block of W. Chicago St., 8:46 
p.m.
• Suspicious person, 100 
block of Woodruff  St., 10:07 
p.m.

911

Westside
Auto Collision

Pat Pixley • Owner/Operator

Phone (517) 369-9149
Fax (517) 369-9423

125 York St. Bronson, MI

• Excellent Color Matching •
• All Makes and Models •

• Insurance Company Recommended •
• Loan Cars Available •

517-369-2253
Martha Schumacher Broker, Owner

call 517-369-2253 or text 517-227-0898
martha7810@yahoo.com_____________________

Naomi Gates, Martha’s Personal Assistant,
at 814-944-7997 or 814-934-5011

or email purpleangelz50@yahoo.com

Tara Hemker 517-617-5444
t_hemker@hotmail.com_____________________

Tim Minor 517-736-4482 
TimMinor45@hotmail.com_____________________

Jesse Hochstedler - Jay’s Auctions
269-432-3169

Debra Wheaton
Administrative Assistant   517-227-0945

1192 Day Road • Union City
Move in ready 2 bedroom, 1 bath year around

cottage on Union Lake. MLS #13004226

500 Dorrance Road • Coldwater
3 bedroom, 2 bath home with an open floor

plan, a large kitchen with both a breakfast bar
and a center island. MLS #13004063

1259 Prairie Rose
Union City

3 bedroom, two bath
house with lake

frontage on all sport
Union Lake.

MLS #13007613

Waterfront! 1.74
ACRES! Waterfront!

Newspaper Coverage July 18, 2014
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By Chris Worst
@ChrisWorst_TDR

BRONSON — Children of 
all ages can head to Ander-
son Elementary this week for 
a fun-fi lled day at the circus.

The Culpepper & Mer-
riweather Circus, based in 
Hugo, Oklahoma, will pres-
ent two shows on Thursday, 
June 26, one at 5 p.m. and 
one at 7:30 p.m. The show 
will feature a variety of acts 
including acrobats, unicy-
clers and a lion-tamer.

The circus is sponsored by 
the Bronson Kiwanis Club, 
which will receive a portion 
of the proceeds from the 
event. The club sponsored 
the Culpepper & Merri-
weather Circus two years 
ago as well and club mem-
bers decided to bring it back 
this year.

“Everybody loved it,” said 
Terry Kubasiak, secretary-
treasurer of the Kiwanis club.

He guessed that the last 
time the circus was in town 
it drew a few hundred people 
to each show.

“It’s a nice setup; they do a 
good job,” he said.

Ms. Skeeter, the “advanced 
clown,” visited several Bron-
son establishments Tuesday 
to help promote the circus.

“I go ahead of the show 
and I announce, ‘The circus 
is coming! The circus is 
coming!’ so that there’ ll 
be a big crowd,” the clown 
explained.

At the Branch District 
Library-Bronson Branch, 
Ms. Skeeter put on a special 
show for children and gave 
away tickets to those pres-
ent. She said the reason she 
has worked at nine differ-
ent circuses in her career is 
the children “of all ages” she 
entertains.

The clown encouraged 
people to come early the day 
of the circus during setup.

“They can come out at 
9:30 a.m. circus morning 
(when circus staff ) raise the 
big top up — we give a free 
one-hour tour as they raise 

the big top up — you actu-
ally get to meet our lions and 
tigers circus morning,” she 
said. “A lot of the kids will 
get to meet and greet some of 
our kids that will perform on 
circus day ... and they really 
present it as living history in 
your own backyard.”

Advance tickets can be 
purchased for the Culpep-
per & Merriweather Circus 
at several Bronson busi-
nesses including Barone’s 
Hardware & Auto, Cen-
tury Bank & Trust, Viking 
Express and Kub’s Korner 
Auto Sales; such tickets 

are free to children under 
2 years old, $6 for chil-
dren ages 2-12 and $10 for 
adults. Same-day tickets 
will cost $13 for adults and 
$7 for children.

For more information or 
to reserve tickets directly, 
call 866-BIG-TOP-6.

Ms. Skeeter encouraged 
residents to come “so that 
our wonderful sponsors, the 
Kiwanis, who put money 
back into the community 
can make some money and 
have a really great family-
outing for everyone in the 
community.”

LIONS, TIGERS AND CLOWNS!

Circus coming to town

Ms. Skeeter uses a coloring book for a magic trick at 
the Branch District Library-Bronson Branch. The clown 
went to several Bronson establishments Tuesday to 
promote next week’s circus. CHRIS WORST PHOTO

Seven-year-old Joeseff Green balances a peacock 
feather with the help of Ms. Skeeter.  CHRIS WORST PHOTO

■ Lifespan will host blood 
pressure clinics from 8:30-10 
a.m. at Valle’s in Bronson.ª 
Beggars Recycling, located 
on W. Railroad St., Bronson, 
will be accepting paper and 
magazines. No plastic or tin 
cans will be accepted.
■ Non-denominational Bible 
Talks will take place at 7:30 
p.m. at the Greenwald Park 
Building, Bronson.
■ Grounded in Grace Coff ee 
Shop, 360 E. Chicago, Jones-
ville, next door to the First 
Presbyterian Church, will be 
open 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. with 
lots of choices of fl avored 
coff ees teas and hot cocoa. 
You can follow them on 
Facebook at www.facebook.
com/GroundedInGraceCof-

feeHouse or at their website 
at www.groundedingracecof-
fee.com.
■ Non-smoking AA at 9 a.m. 
in the downstairs at the 
Hope House, 401 W. Chicago, 
Jonesville.
■ The Welcome Home 
Group, 27 S. Manning, 
Hillsdale, will be the site of 
a Unity Service Recovery at 
8 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Call 
(517) 437-3516 for more 
information.
■ Barnes and Noble, 5701 
Beckley Road, Battle Creek, 
will off er weekly storytime at 
10 a.m. In addition, Book-
worms will meet at 7 p.m. 
Call (269) 979-8060 for 
more information.

If you have events you wish 
to place in the calendar 
please email them to mbeck-
meyer@thedailyreporter.
com or FAX to 517-278-6041.
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TODAY IN 
HISTORY
Today is Monday, June 23, 
the 174th day of 2014. There 
are 191 days left in the year.

Today's High-
light in History
On June 23, 1314, during 
the First War of Scot-
tish Independence, the 
two-day Battle of Ban-
nockburn, resulting in 
victory for the forces of 
Robert the Bruce over the 
army of King Edward II, 
began near Stirling.

On this date:
In 1757, forces of the 
East India Company led 
by Robert Clive won the 
Battle of Plassey, which 
eff ectively marked the 
beginning of British colo-
nial rule in India.

COLDWATER — Steven 
“Steve” Fisher Hutchens, 76, 
of Coldwater, passed away 
on Friday, June 20, 2014 
while at home surrounded 
by family.

Steve will be interred at 
Fort Custer National Cem-
etery on Thursday, July 10, 
2014 at 11 a.m. A memorial 
luncheon will be held at 
the Coldwater American 
Legion, Post 52, at 1:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, July 10, fol-
lowing the interment. The 
family is being served by 
Dutcher Funeral Home of 
Coldwater.

Steve was born Jan. 30, 
1938 to Rufus and Kather-
yne (Fisher) Hutchens in 
Fawn River Township. After 
high school, he proudly 
served his country in the 
U.S. Marines, where he 
earned a Good Conduct 
Medal.

Steve worked in 

manufacturing for most 
of his career. He was very 
proud of his volunteer driv-
ing for eight years with the 
Hope Network.

Steve was an active 
member of American 
Legion Post No. 52, the 
Coldwater Eagles, and the 
Marine Corp. League of 
Coldwater. He was a past 
member of the Coldwater 
Moose. He was honored to 
have served in the Marines 
and enjoyed being around 
those who also served their 
country. Steve had many 
interests including his love 

of fi shing, playing euchre 
with family and friends, and 
watching sports. He was an 
avid Detroit Tigers fan and 
would watch football no 
matter who was playing.

Mr. Hutchens is survived 
by his very good friend 
Charlotte Shemel of Cold-
water; his brothers David 
William (Jill) Hutchens 
of Oklahoma and John R. 
(Young-Mi) Hutchens of 
California; sisters Barbara 
Jane Groat of Arizona and 
Ruth Ann (William) Walker 
of Crystal Lake; several 
children.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
his brother, Richard C. 
Hutchens.

In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rials may be directed to the 
Marine Corps League, 84 W.
Chicago Street, Coldwater, 
MI 49036. www.dutcherfh.
com

STEVEN “STEVE” FISHER HUTCHENS  1938 — 2014

FORT WAYNE, IND. 
— Harris H. Smith, 78, of 
Fremont, Indiana, died 
June 20, 2014 at Parkview 

Regional Medical Center 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
He was born Aug. 8, 1935 
in Ray, Indiana.

Funeral arrangements 
are pending and will be 
announced by Beams 
Funeral Home.

JONESVILLE — Eliza-
beth Mae Wells, 81, of 
Jonesville, went home to be 
with her Lord on Tuesday, 
June 17, 2014.

She was born Aug. 4, 1932 
in Detroit, the youngest 
child of Edward and Clara 
(Wodkowski) Lark. On 
Jan. 30, 1950 she married 
Guy Bert Wells. They were 
married 47 years until his 
passing in 1997. They had 
two children, Edward Wells 
and Susan (Wells) Hasen.

Elizabeth was a member 
of Cambria Baptist Church 
where she loved to wor-
ship and sing hymns. She 
enjoyed reading, cooking 
and sightseeing. One of 
Elizabeth’s favorite places 

was the Mackinac Bridge, 
where she loved travel-
ing with her daughter and 
grandson to watch the ships 
pass under the bridge. She 
loved baseball and enjoyed 
attending her grandson 
Scotty’s baseball games.

Elizabeth also enjoyed the 
time she was able to spend 
with her grandchildren from 
Pennsylvania, Andy, Mike 
and Beth. She loved family 
times, and her laughter, 
which was contagious, will 
be greatly missed.

In addition to her 
husband, Elizabeth was 
preceded in death by her 
parents and siblings. She 
is survived by her son, 
Edward (Debbie) Wells of 

State College, Pennsylva-
nia; her daughter, Susan 
Hasen of Jonesville; and her 
grandchildren.

Visitation is scheduled 
Tuesday, June 24, 2014 
from 6-8 p.m. at the Eagle 
Funeral Home-George 
White Chapel, Reading. 
Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
June 25, 2014 at the funeral 
home, with Pastor Don 
Harkey offi  ciating. Inter-
ment will follow in Allen 
Cemetery.

Memorials are suggested 
to the family or a charity 
of the donor’s choice. To 
view this obituary or send 
condolences, visit www.
eaglefuneralhomes.com.

ELIZABETH MAE WELLS  1932 — 2014

HARRIS H. SMITH  1935 — 2014
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Michigan needs Land
To the Editor:
More reasons why Michi-

gan needs Terri Lynn Land 
to be elected as our next 
U.S. Senator this coming 
November: Her opponent, 
Gary Peters, just continues 
to show us in Michigan 
that he cares more about 
national campaign fund-
ing than he does a stronger 
state.

Recently it became 
known that he has ties to 
Garry Harrington, who 
has been involved with the 
Patraeus scandal from a 
year ago. Harrington is also 
a wind energy and defense 
lobbyist, so it’s not surpris-
ing that he is helping host 
a fundraiser for Peters in 
Rhode Island.

Similarly, Peters has 
ties to environmentalist 
billionaire Tom Steyer. An 
opponent of the Keystone 
Pipeline, Steyer has met 
with Peters multiple times 
and has made it public that 
he would monetarily sup-
port those who oppose the 
pipeline.

Despite the obvious posi-
tives of the pipeline and 
the support of Americans 
because of the energy inde-
pendence and jobs it would 
create, Peters has been an 
against it.

So it doesn’t take read-
ing between the lines all 
that much to realize what 
Peters is all about, and it’s 
certainly not the well-being 
of Michiganders. Terri 
Lynn Land cares about our 
state and we will be better 
off  when she beats Peters to 
become a US Senator this 
November.
Robert Foote, 
Coldwater

Support the 
community

To the Editor:
The following report was 

provided to the public in 
mid-May: 

“Coldwater High 
School hosted its annual 
Local Scholarship Night 
yesterday evening. The 
generous families of 
Coldwater, clubs, organiza-
tions, Century Bank and 
Trust, Southern Michi-
gan Bank and Trust, the 
Branch County Community 
Foundation, and represen-
tatives from the Branch 
Area Careers Center and 
Coldwater Community 
Schools, past and present, 
were all on hand. 56 stu-
dents were the recipients of 
over $175,000 in scholar-
ship monies to be invested 
in the young men and 
women to help fulfi ll their 
dreams of pursuing higher 
education.”

Fast forward in your 
imagination to Aug. 6: 
Branch County held an 
election Tuesday in which 
voters approved a .05 mill-
age for the Branch District 
Library. 

Over 21,000 young 
and older folks who use 
the six branches of the 
BDL — Algansee, Bron-
son, Coldwater, Quincy, 
Sherwood and Union City 
— will be the recipients of 
a healthy library system to 
help maintain a high qual-
ity of life in the area.

This is not meant to in 
any way diminish the schol-
arship event.

Forty-one diff erent 
scholarships support the 
students, and we should all 
be proud of them and the 
community that supports 
them. 

Certainly these students 
made use of libraries, and 
we will be immeasur-
ably proud of the Branch 
County community for 
their support of the Branch 
District Library, a founda-
tion of cultural growth and 
lifelong learning.

For more on the BDL 
and the millage, go to 
branchdistrictlibrary.org.
Roland Stoy, 
Coldwater

Refl ection on the 
Michigan economy

To the Editor:
I am deeply concerned 

about the future of our 
great state, Michigan.

Michigan was one of 
the hardest hit states by 
the Great Recession. Total 
population dropped, unem-
ployment skyrocketed, 
home values plummeted 
and businesses closed shop 
in droves.

Since 2010, things have 
started to look like we 
might be headed in the 
right direction. 

As of 2013, unemploy-
ment is the lowest it has 
been since before the 
recession of 2008, and the 
environment for businesses 
has become much more 
bearable to small busi-
nesses trying to make a 
living.

This is because of the 
250,000 new PRIVATE 
SECTOR jobs created 
through Gov. Snyder’s plan 
to make Michigan the 
comeback state. 

Ask Mark Schauer how 
he plans to keep Michi-
gan moving in the right 
direction; you will hear no 
plan, roadmap, guidelines, 
benchmarks.

Driving blind is not how 
I want to navigate on the 
road to recovery.
D. Olsen, 
Union City

A horse’s teeth never 
stop growing.

Humans don’t 
have that luxury and in 
times past, began experi-
encing periodontal disease 
in middle age that even-
tually led to tooth loss. 
However, as with advanced 
dental care for humans, 
innovative dental care has 
also improved the quality 
and length of life of our 
companion and equine 
friends.

Good dental health is 
vital to your horse’s overall 
health and well-being. Oral 
health cannot be separated 
from the health of the rest 
of the body. Dental diseases 
are almost entirely prevent-
able in all species.

Because of improved 
equine health, we are seeing 
many horses live well and 
stay active into their 20s 
and 30s. Research has 
shown that equine teeth, 
which are cared for and 
function well, and have 
normal grinding patterns, 
actually wear more slowly 
and last longer. Horses need 
regular dental care to help 
their teeth remain eff ective 
for chewing roughage, the 
equine diet staple.

Dental health is essential 
for the proper function-
ing of the horse’s digestive 
system. Being able to chew 
properly aids digestion 
and helps prevent chronic 
colic, choke, weight loss and 
nutritional defi ciencies.

Like humans, horses 
develop two sets of teeth 
during their lifetime. The 
fi rst are the deciduous teeth 

(baby teeth) followed by 
the permanent teeth, which 
continue growing. The 
deciduous teeth are actu-
ally caps made up of milk 
incisors and premolars. The 
last deciduous teeth erupt 
around 6 months of age 
and begin to be replaced 
by adult teeth around age 
2-2 ½.

By age 5, most horses 
have their full set of teeth. 
Often, young horses 
become quite uncomfort-
able as the caps loosen and 
make chewing more diffi  -
cult. Horses can shed these 
teeth on their own, but the 
discomfort can put them 
“off  their feed” and lead to 
other digestive and behav-
ior problems. I recommend 
having young horses exam-
ined around age 2 to help 
remove these caps.

An adult male will have 
up to 44 permanent teeth, 
including canine or “wolf 
teeth.” An adult female may 
have between 36-44 teeth, 
and they do not usually 
have canine teeth. Canine 
or “wolf” teeth are most 
often pulled, as they have 
shallow roots and are often 
in a position to interfere 
with being bitted during 
training.

These permanent teeth 

are called hypsodont 
dentition, which means 
they are high-crowned and 
have enamel that extends 
past the gum line. This 
extra material allows for 
more wear from chewing 
roughage.

The initial length of the 
equine tooth is about 4 
inches with the crown and 
root combined. The reserve 
crown and roots are deeply 
embedded in the jawbone. 
Once the baby teeth or 
caps are gone, a horse’s 
teeth continue to erupt or 
grow and are worn down 
by chewing throughout the 
lifetime of the horse.

An experienced horse 
person, equine dentist, or 
veterinarian can usually tell 
a horse’s age through an 
oral examination. Histori-
cally, certain unsavory horse 
dealers practiced a proce-
dure called “bishopping” the 
teeth. This was a procedure 
where they fi led horses’ 
teeth to make them appear 
younger, since a horse’s 
teeth begin to appear more 
prominent, sort of like buck 
teeth, as they age.

The term “fl oating” 
describes a dental tech-
nique where the teeth are 
fi led (often with an electric 
fi le), so that wear more 
evenly. Sharp points are also 
fi led, as they can cut into 
the horse’s mouth and gum 
line.

A dental exam and 
fl oating may also reveal 
abnormalities that can 
be addressed to prevent 
more serious problems 
later. A proper exam will 

include inspection of the 
gums, tooth root, dental 
pulp and the surround-
ing tissues. Abrasions may 
also be discovered, along 
with foreign objects, such 
as pieces of wood that have 
become lodged between the 
teeth or embedded in the 
gum line. Teeth may also 
become impacted with food 
particles that can lead to 
infection.

At the end of the session, 
the practitioner will most 
likely perform an occlusal 
adjustment (adjust the jaw), 
as it probably will have been 
moved out of alignment 
during the fl oating process.

Some common prob-
lems that can be addressed 
during regular maintenance 
include removal of sharp 
points, lacerations, retained 
caps (baby teeth), wolf 
teeth interference, hooks 
and ramps making chew-
ing diffi  cult, Pulpitis or 
endontic exposure (roots), 
lost or broken teeth, abnor-
mally long teeth, infected 
teeth or gums, misalign-
ment of the mouth, 
periodontal pocketing of 
food, and infection.

Annual dental exams are 
recommended as routine 
physicals to keep your 
horse healthy and happy.

Dr. Joanna Bronson DVM 
practices at Bronson Veteri-
nary Services. Information 
about the clinic can be 
found at www.Bronson-
vetservices.vetstreet.com or 
www.facebook.com/pages/
Bronson-Veterinrary-
Services.

I think it’s over — you 
know, the thing that 
caused all the high heat 

bills and terrible roads and 
fi nally the damage to your 
suspension.

I’m not mentioning the 
name of the thing that 
caused all the damage to 
our pocketbooks because 
some people are very super-
stitious. They believe that 
if you mention something 
like the “thing that caused 
us all to shiver the last few 
months” you could cause 
a return of the “thing that 
caused us all to shiver the 
last few months.”

So I’m sure you’ll agree 
the word I’m not mention-
ing is worth leaving out, 
even if you and I would 
never fall for superstitions 
like those other people.

We are diff erent than 
those people. But just in 

case I’ll still not mention 
the above unmentionable.

There. Now we can pro-
ceed safely.

This warm weather will 
have you rolling down win-
dows and hearing some not 
so good sounds — ones that 
muffl  ed by the stuff  on the 
ground and our windows 
being up to keep it out.

See? I still didn’t say it, 
but you get it.

It’s a good time to 
have the auto checked 
out by seasoned (get it?) 

technicians. They will need 
to start out checking the 
suspension, brakes and 
tires. These will show some 
signs of wear after the last 
120 days or so.

Also, have the exhaust 
inspected closely for 
damage or possible bracket 
or hanger damage. Fixing 
a broken hanger before the 
whole exhaust fl ops to the 
ground in a fi nal grind of 
agony will save you much 
larger, expensive repairs.

The exhaust shielding 
is critical to the safety of 
your vehicle. The hot metal 
meeting various cold solids 
and liquids can cause welds 
to fracture and give way.

Don’t just let the annoy-
ing rattles continue. Shields 
prevent heat damage to the 
fl oor, fi res in grassy ground 
or worse, your car.

Due to being exposed to 

sand and salt on the roads, 
brakes take a ferocious 
beating in the cold. Think 
of sanding down a piece 
of wood or metal; that’s 
what happens every time 
we stand on the brakes in 
cold road conditions. So do 
check them.

Body corrosion moves 
up a notch from salt and 
drain holes getting plugged 
with road gunk. If like most 
midwesterners you like 
your warm weather exer-
cise, get some by washing 
the car or truck by hand at 
least once this time of year.

Craig Crabill is an ASE 
master certifi ed automo-
tive and heavy duty truck 
technician. He has owned 
a repair business for 
thirty years and currently 
is mechanic for the City of 
Sturgis.

CRAIG CRABILL

JOANNA BRONSON

THE CAR GUY

Prevention and upkeep tips
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Michigan needs Land
To the Editor:
More reasons why Michi-

gan needs Terri Lynn Land 
to be elected as our next 
U.S. Senator this coming 
November: Her opponent, 
Gary Peters, just continues 
to show us in Michigan 
that he cares more about 
national campaign fund-
ing than he does a stronger 
state.

Recently it became 
known that he has ties to 
Garry Harrington, who 
has been involved with the 
Patraeus scandal from a 
year ago. Harrington is also 
a wind energy and defense 
lobbyist, so it’s not surpris-
ing that he is helping host 
a fundraiser for Peters in 
Rhode Island.

Similarly, Peters has 
ties to environmentalist 
billionaire Tom Steyer. An 
opponent of the Keystone 
Pipeline, Steyer has met 
with Peters multiple times 
and has made it public that 
he would monetarily sup-
port those who oppose the 
pipeline.

Despite the obvious posi-
tives of the pipeline and 
the support of Americans 
because of the energy inde-
pendence and jobs it would 
create, Peters has been an 
against it.

So it doesn’t take read-
ing between the lines all 
that much to realize what 
Peters is all about, and it’s 
certainly not the well-being 
of Michiganders. Terri 
Lynn Land cares about our 
state and we will be better 
off  when she beats Peters to 
become a US Senator this 
November.
Robert Foote, 
Coldwater

Support the 
community

To the Editor:
The following report was 

provided to the public in 
mid-May: 

“Coldwater High 
School hosted its annual 
Local Scholarship Night 
yesterday evening. The 
generous families of 
Coldwater, clubs, organiza-
tions, Century Bank and 
Trust, Southern Michi-
gan Bank and Trust, the 
Branch County Community 
Foundation, and represen-
tatives from the Branch 
Area Careers Center and 
Coldwater Community 
Schools, past and present, 
were all on hand. 56 stu-
dents were the recipients of 
over $175,000 in scholar-
ship monies to be invested 
in the young men and 
women to help fulfi ll their 
dreams of pursuing higher 
education.”

Fast forward in your 
imagination to Aug. 6: 
Branch County held an 
election Tuesday in which 
voters approved a .05 mill-
age for the Branch District 
Library. 

Over 21,000 young 
and older folks who use 
the six branches of the 
BDL — Algansee, Bron-
son, Coldwater, Quincy, 
Sherwood and Union City 
— will be the recipients of 
a healthy library system to 
help maintain a high qual-
ity of life in the area.

This is not meant to in 
any way diminish the schol-
arship event.

Forty-one diff erent 
scholarships support the 
students, and we should all 
be proud of them and the 
community that supports 
them. 

Certainly these students 
made use of libraries, and 
we will be immeasur-
ably proud of the Branch 
County community for 
their support of the Branch 
District Library, a founda-
tion of cultural growth and 
lifelong learning.

For more on the BDL 
and the millage, go to 
branchdistrictlibrary.org.
Roland Stoy, 
Coldwater

Refl ection on the 
Michigan economy

To the Editor:
I am deeply concerned 

about the future of our 
great state, Michigan.

Michigan was one of 
the hardest hit states by 
the Great Recession. Total 
population dropped, unem-
ployment skyrocketed, 
home values plummeted 
and businesses closed shop 
in droves.

Since 2010, things have 
started to look like we 
might be headed in the 
right direction. 

As of 2013, unemploy-
ment is the lowest it has 
been since before the 
recession of 2008, and the 
environment for businesses 
has become much more 
bearable to small busi-
nesses trying to make a 
living.

This is because of the 
250,000 new PRIVATE 
SECTOR jobs created 
through Gov. Snyder’s plan 
to make Michigan the 
comeback state. 

Ask Mark Schauer how 
he plans to keep Michi-
gan moving in the right 
direction; you will hear no 
plan, roadmap, guidelines, 
benchmarks.

Driving blind is not how 
I want to navigate on the 
road to recovery.
D. Olsen, 
Union City

A horse’s teeth never 
stop growing.

Humans don’t 
have that luxury and in 
times past, began experi-
encing periodontal disease 
in middle age that even-
tually led to tooth loss. 
However, as with advanced 
dental care for humans, 
innovative dental care has 
also improved the quality 
and length of life of our 
companion and equine 
friends.

Good dental health is 
vital to your horse’s overall 
health and well-being. Oral 
health cannot be separated 
from the health of the rest 
of the body. Dental diseases 
are almost entirely prevent-
able in all species.

Because of improved 
equine health, we are seeing 
many horses live well and 
stay active into their 20s 
and 30s. Research has 
shown that equine teeth, 
which are cared for and 
function well, and have 
normal grinding patterns, 
actually wear more slowly 
and last longer. Horses need 
regular dental care to help 
their teeth remain eff ective 
for chewing roughage, the 
equine diet staple.

Dental health is essential 
for the proper function-
ing of the horse’s digestive 
system. Being able to chew 
properly aids digestion 
and helps prevent chronic 
colic, choke, weight loss and 
nutritional defi ciencies.

Like humans, horses 
develop two sets of teeth 
during their lifetime. The 
fi rst are the deciduous teeth 

(baby teeth) followed by 
the permanent teeth, which 
continue growing. The 
deciduous teeth are actu-
ally caps made up of milk 
incisors and premolars. The 
last deciduous teeth erupt 
around 6 months of age 
and begin to be replaced 
by adult teeth around age 
2-2 ½.

By age 5, most horses 
have their full set of teeth. 
Often, young horses 
become quite uncomfort-
able as the caps loosen and 
make chewing more diffi  -
cult. Horses can shed these 
teeth on their own, but the 
discomfort can put them 
“off  their feed” and lead to 
other digestive and behav-
ior problems. I recommend 
having young horses exam-
ined around age 2 to help 
remove these caps.

An adult male will have 
up to 44 permanent teeth, 
including canine or “wolf 
teeth.” An adult female may 
have between 36-44 teeth, 
and they do not usually 
have canine teeth. Canine 
or “wolf” teeth are most 
often pulled, as they have 
shallow roots and are often 
in a position to interfere 
with being bitted during 
training.

These permanent teeth 

are called hypsodont 
dentition, which means 
they are high-crowned and 
have enamel that extends 
past the gum line. This 
extra material allows for 
more wear from chewing 
roughage.

The initial length of the 
equine tooth is about 4 
inches with the crown and 
root combined. The reserve 
crown and roots are deeply 
embedded in the jawbone. 
Once the baby teeth or 
caps are gone, a horse’s 
teeth continue to erupt or 
grow and are worn down 
by chewing throughout the 
lifetime of the horse.

An experienced horse 
person, equine dentist, or 
veterinarian can usually tell 
a horse’s age through an 
oral examination. Histori-
cally, certain unsavory horse 
dealers practiced a proce-
dure called “bishopping” the 
teeth. This was a procedure 
where they fi led horses’ 
teeth to make them appear 
younger, since a horse’s 
teeth begin to appear more 
prominent, sort of like buck 
teeth, as they age.

The term “fl oating” 
describes a dental tech-
nique where the teeth are 
fi led (often with an electric 
fi le), so that wear more 
evenly. Sharp points are also 
fi led, as they can cut into 
the horse’s mouth and gum 
line.

A dental exam and 
fl oating may also reveal 
abnormalities that can 
be addressed to prevent 
more serious problems 
later. A proper exam will 

include inspection of the 
gums, tooth root, dental 
pulp and the surround-
ing tissues. Abrasions may 
also be discovered, along 
with foreign objects, such 
as pieces of wood that have 
become lodged between the 
teeth or embedded in the 
gum line. Teeth may also 
become impacted with food 
particles that can lead to 
infection.

At the end of the session, 
the practitioner will most 
likely perform an occlusal 
adjustment (adjust the jaw), 
as it probably will have been 
moved out of alignment 
during the fl oating process.

Some common prob-
lems that can be addressed 
during regular maintenance 
include removal of sharp 
points, lacerations, retained 
caps (baby teeth), wolf 
teeth interference, hooks 
and ramps making chew-
ing diffi  cult, Pulpitis or 
endontic exposure (roots), 
lost or broken teeth, abnor-
mally long teeth, infected 
teeth or gums, misalign-
ment of the mouth, 
periodontal pocketing of 
food, and infection.

Annual dental exams are 
recommended as routine 
physicals to keep your 
horse healthy and happy.

Dr. Joanna Bronson DVM 
practices at Bronson Veteri-
nary Services. Information 
about the clinic can be 
found at www.Bronson-
vetservices.vetstreet.com or 
www.facebook.com/pages/
Bronson-Veterinrary-
Services.

I think it’s over — you 
know, the thing that 
caused all the high heat 

bills and terrible roads and 
fi nally the damage to your 
suspension.

I’m not mentioning the 
name of the thing that 
caused all the damage to 
our pocketbooks because 
some people are very super-
stitious. They believe that 
if you mention something 
like the “thing that caused 
us all to shiver the last few 
months” you could cause 
a return of the “thing that 
caused us all to shiver the 
last few months.”

So I’m sure you’ll agree 
the word I’m not mention-
ing is worth leaving out, 
even if you and I would 
never fall for superstitions 
like those other people.

We are diff erent than 
those people. But just in 

case I’ll still not mention 
the above unmentionable.

There. Now we can pro-
ceed safely.

This warm weather will 
have you rolling down win-
dows and hearing some not 
so good sounds — ones that 
muffl  ed by the stuff  on the 
ground and our windows 
being up to keep it out.

See? I still didn’t say it, 
but you get it.

It’s a good time to 
have the auto checked 
out by seasoned (get it?) 

technicians. They will need 
to start out checking the 
suspension, brakes and 
tires. These will show some 
signs of wear after the last 
120 days or so.

Also, have the exhaust 
inspected closely for 
damage or possible bracket 
or hanger damage. Fixing 
a broken hanger before the 
whole exhaust fl ops to the 
ground in a fi nal grind of 
agony will save you much 
larger, expensive repairs.

The exhaust shielding 
is critical to the safety of 
your vehicle. The hot metal 
meeting various cold solids 
and liquids can cause welds 
to fracture and give way.

Don’t just let the annoy-
ing rattles continue. Shields 
prevent heat damage to the 
fl oor, fi res in grassy ground 
or worse, your car.

Due to being exposed to 

sand and salt on the roads, 
brakes take a ferocious 
beating in the cold. Think 
of sanding down a piece 
of wood or metal; that’s 
what happens every time 
we stand on the brakes in 
cold road conditions. So do 
check them.

Body corrosion moves 
up a notch from salt and 
drain holes getting plugged 
with road gunk. If like most 
midwesterners you like 
your warm weather exer-
cise, get some by washing 
the car or truck by hand at 
least once this time of year.

Craig Crabill is an ASE 
master certifi ed automo-
tive and heavy duty truck 
technician. He has owned 
a repair business for 
thirty years and currently 
is mechanic for the City of 
Sturgis.

CRAIG CRABILL

JOANNA BRONSON

THE CAR GUY
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BRONSON — Encased 
behind glass against a 
wall at the Branch District 
Library-Bronson Branch 
rests a piece of history.

“It’s an impressive piece,” 
Lynnell  Eash,  l ibrar y 
branch manager, said about 
the melodeon on display in 
the media room.

Sometime before 1860 
the melodeon — a musi-
cal instrument similar to a 

piano but which uses foot-
pumped bellows to produce 
sound — was built in Ver-
mont and came into the 
ownership of Walter Smith, 
an early settler of Noble 

MELODIOUS MUSIC

Library obtains piece of 
Branch County history

Complete forecast, A2
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Skydiver dies in 
Marshall
MARSHALL — George 
Speakman, a 76-year-old 
man from Angola, Indiana, 
died Sunday morning while 
skydiving in Marshall.
The accident happened at 
about 11 a.m. near Brooks 
Field on the southwest side 
of Marshall. Speakman’s 
body was found on the 
ground just south of the 
airport near Pratt Ave. and 
Wooley Drive.
The Federal Aviation 
Administration is conduct-
ing an investigation along 
with Marshall Police and 
the Calhoun County medi-
cal examiner’s offi  ce. The 
cause of the death is not yet 
known.
Speakman was an experi-
enced solo skydiver. Others 
in the plane returned to the 
airport when they realized 
there was a problem with 
his jump.

Rockets hit Israeli 
heartland as 
off ensive begins 
Israel on Tuesday 
launched its largest 
off ensive in the Gaza 
Strip in nearly two years, 
carrying out a blistering 
aerial assault on scores 
of targets and killing 25 
people in what offi  cials 
called an open-ended 
operation aimed at ending 
weeks of heavy rocket 
fi re. As Gaza militants 
unleashed salvos on cities 
including Jerusalem and 
Tel Aviv, Israel mobilized 
forces along the border 
for a possible ground 
invasion. The off ensive set 
off  the heaviest fi ghting 
between Israel and the 
Islamic militant group 
Hamas since an eight-
day battle in November 
2012. The militants fi red 
about 160 rockets at 
Israel, including a strike 
that reached the northern 
city of Hadera for the fi rst 
time, while Israel said it 
attacked more than 150 
sites across Gaza. 

Obama urgently 
asks $3.7 billion 
for border crisis 
President Barack Obama 
appealed to Congress on 
Tuesday for $3.7 billion 
in emergency spending 
to deal with the immigra-
tion crisis on the nation’s 
southern border, where 
unaccompanied children 
have been showing up 
by the thousands in a 
human drama that’s caus-
ing a political storm in 
Washington and beyond. 
Obama himself was fl ying 
to Texas on Wednesday, 
a trip designed mostly 
for political fundraising 
for Democrats but now 
including a meeting on 
immigration with religious 
and local leaders in Dallas. 
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By Philip Elliott 
and Steve Peoples
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Cleve-
land won the unanimous 
backing of a Republican 
National Committee panel 
on Tuesday, all but guar-
anteeing the GOP’s 2016 
presidential pick will accept 
the party’s nomination in 
perennially hard-fought 
Ohio.

The Republicans’ site 
selection committee backed 
Cleveland over donor-rich 
Dallas, and the full 168-
member RNC is expected 
to ratify the choice next 
month. The move reflects 
the role Ohio — and its 18 
electoral votes— plays in 
presidential campaigns.

“As goes Ohio, so goes the 
presidential race,” said party 
Chairman Reince Priebus.

T h e  R N C  d i d  n o t 

announce a start date for 
the convention but Priebus 
said that June 28 or July 18, 
2016, are the two options 
under consideration. An 
earlier-than-normal con-
vention was a priority for 
Priebus, and leaders of 
Dallas’ bid said the calendar 
was the main factor running 
against the Texas city.

“June is not an option 
for us,” said former Sen. 
Kay Bailey Hutchison, who 

was involved in Dallas’ bid. 
“Reince really wants June.”

Paying for the convention 
was another consideration. 
The previous two GOP 
conventions sapped party 
dollars during election 
years, and Priebus insisted 
the host city not leave the 
central party picking up 
the tab.

Although Dallas had 
the edge on fundraising 
as recently as last month, 

Cleveland narrowed that 
gap and lined up early 
pledges toward the expected 
$60 million price tag.

A successful convention 
is a boon not just to the 
political party, but also to 
the local economy.

In a post-convention 
report, organizers of Tampa, 
Florida’s 2012 GOP con-
vention said its $58 million 

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION

Cleveland wins bid to host RNC in 2016

The melodeon donated by Giro Mitschelen sits behind 
a display case in the Branch District Library-Bronson 
Branch. CHRIS WORST PHOTO

ENTERTAINMENT UNDER THE STARS

The twisted rock band The Steve’s performs for a large audience at Four Corners Park in Coldwater on 
Tuesday. The band’s show was the second in the annual Entertainment Under The Stars series. PHOTOS BY 
CHRIS WORST

Steve Losey sings a medly which included “Sweet 
Home Alabama” and “Werewolves Of London” during 
the second concert of the annual Entertainment Under 
The Stars series in Coldwater. 

COLDWATER — The 
Steve 's  fi l led down-
town Coldwater with 
rock music  Tuesday 
evening at Four Cor-
ners Park. The band 
played various songs 
and medleys including 
“I'm a Believer” by the 
Monkees, “Margarita-
ville” by Jimmy Buffett 
and “All Summer Long” 

by Kid Rock. The band 
performed its own twist 
on the songs, calling its 
style “twisted classic 
rock.”

Pat Taylor will be the 
next performer in the 
Entertainment Under 
The Stars concert series 
and will take to the stage 
at 7 p.m. next Tuesday, 
July 15.

The Steve’s 
rock into 

the evening

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Carl 
Hal l ,  an  Albion man 
released from prison in 

Decem-
ber, may be 
sent back to 
prison after 
h e  a l l e g -
edly broke 
into  s tor-
age units in 

Coldwater.
Branch County Sheriff 

Office (BCSO) deputies 
were called to Shaftmaster 
Storage at 280 N. Angola 
Road on April 8 when a sus-
picious person was spotted. 
They found Hall, 38, with 
bolt cutters in his car and 
items that were taken from 
storage lockers. Shoe prints 
around the three entered 
units matched the pair of 
shoes he was wearing.

Branch County Prosecu-
tor Ralph Kimble charged 
Hall with two counts of 
breaking and entering and 
possession of burglary tools 
– all 10-year felonies.

With a long list of prior 
convictions going back to 
2000 from Calhoun and 
Jackson counties, including 
larcenies, Hall was charged 
as an habitual criminal and 
could be sentenced to life. 
He was held on a $50,000 
bond.

BURGLARY CASE

Hall 
charged as 
habitual 
criminal

Hall

SEE LIBRARY,  A5

SEE RNC,  A5
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JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF

ASK DR. K

ADVICE | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

DEAR ABBY: My 19-year-
old son has been dating 
the daughter of one of my 
friends I'll call “Mona.” We 
didn't set them up; they 
met at some parties. Last 
summer we discovered they 
were having sex because 
“Meghan” thought she was 
pregnant. Luckily, it turned 
out she wasn't. They broke 
up but have gotten back 
together recently.

When I asked Mona if 
she was putting Meghan 
on birth control, Mona said 
that she wouldn't because 
“that would be letting her 
know it's OK to have sex.” 
I said, “Better safe than 
sorry!” and we left it at that.

I let my son use my car 
last weekend and found an 
opened box of emergency 
contraception on the fl oor. 
Because my son never 
answers his phone, I called 
Meghan and stressed to 
her that unprotected sex is 
irresponsible and that they 
aren't ready for a baby. I 
warned her to take pre-
cautions and get on birth 
control, and I helped her to 
make the arrangements.

Was it wrong to discuss 
this behind her mother's 
back? Should I tell Mona 
after promising Meghan 
I wouldn't say anything? 
What should I do?
- MOM VERSUS FRIEND

DEAR MOM: Wrong? You 
deserve a medal. And you 
should now have the con-
versation with your son that 
you should have had before 
the fi rst pregnancy scare, 
stressing to HIM the impor-
tance of using condoms not 
only to protect himself and 
Meghan from an unplanned 
pregnancy, but also an STD 
if she isn't the only girl 
he's having sex with. Girls 
don't get pregnant all by 
themselves.

As to telling your friend 
Mona, who seems to have 
the parental insight of an 
ostrich where her daughter 
is concerned, keep your 
promise to Meghan and 
your lips sealed. Meghan 
needs a woman she can 
confi de in, and your friend 
seems to prefer living in 
fantasyland rather than 
giving her daughter the 
support and guidance she 
needs.

DEAR ABBY: I live in 
Colorado. In my state mari-
juana is legal now. What do 
you think about my inviting 
my adult children (they are 
all over 21) and my aging 
dad to get stoned with me? 
I think it might stimulate 
conversation and motivate 
more family time than we 
spend together now. What 
do you think of “family 
night” with marijuana as 
a way to improve family 
unity?
- ORIGINAL THINKER IN 
DENVER

DEAR ORIGINAL 
THINKER: Were you stoned 
when you wrote this? If not, 
I think it's sad that your 
family would need pot in 
order to communicate or 
create family unity. While 
I applaud your desire to 
bring your family together, 
you can have a good time 
without inviting “Mary 
Jane.” And that's what I'd 
recommend.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known 
as Jeanne Phillips, and was 
founded by her mother, Pau-
line Phillips. Contact Dear 
Abby at www.DearAbby.
com or P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

Township. Smith brought 
the melodeon to his home-
stead, located near what is 
now the Noble Township 
Hall on Southern Road.

From its initial Branch 
County residence, the 
melodeon moved around 
Branch County with the 
various members of the 
Smith family. In 1975 it 
passed down to Bronson 
native Gero Mitschelen 
— also a member of the 
Smith family — who took 
it to his home in Malott, 
Washington.

Last year, Mitschelen 
h a d  t h e  m e l o d e o n 
c l e a n e d ,  t u n e d  a n d 

generally restored; when 
he returned home to Bron-
son during Polish Festival, 
he brought the melodeon 
with him.

“He and his grand-
son (Dakota Mitschelen) 
built a special trailer...and 
brought it,” said Jeanne 
Unterkircher, a family 
friend who has known 
Mitschelen since they 
were in school together. 
She housed the melodeon 
on her property for several 
weeks after Mitschelen 
brought it back to Bron-
son, after which it was 
transported to the library.

Un t e r k i r c h e r  s a i d 
Mitschelen wanted it to 
be in Bronson.

“I feel like it was quite an 
honor for him to give it to 

us,” Unterkircher said. She 
added that the melodeon is 
only on loan to the library 
— if the library were ever 
to close or no longer want 
it, it would return to the 
Mitschelen family.

The melodeon is to 
many more than just a 
pretty musical instrument 
— it is a piece of Bronson 
history.

“(It) relates to people 
in the Bronson area 
(and) goes way back,” 
Unterkircher said. “It is a 
Bronson item that remains 
here (and has) had quite a 
journey.”

Eash said the melodeon 
could be the beginning of 
something much bigger. 
She and a few other 
members of the Bronson 

community have discussed 
starting an historical 
society and a museum 
to house Bronson items 
like the melodeon. The 
library has many other 
items of historical value, 
Eash said, that have been 
donated by members of 
the community.

“Right now we’re just 
storing (those items),” 
Eash said.

For now, the melodeon 
itself is drawing inter-
est. Eash said at least one 
or two people talk to her 
about it every day.

“Everybody says they 
want to get up and get a 
closer look at it,” Eash said. 
“I just kinda hope it makes 
people aware...of their own 
family histories.”

LIBRARY
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By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Todd 
Martine, 36, and his wife 
Tequisha, 34, will serve 30 
days jail for contributing to 
the delinquency of a minor 
– harboring runaway Chey-
anne Knapp, 14, for three 
days in March.

“You did wrong by con-
cealing the child,” Branch 
County District Judge Brent 
Weigle said to the couple. 
“But I am convinced the 
reason you did that was 
your concern about her 
welfare.”

The families were friends 
and the teenager had stayed 
with them over most week-
ends. Weigle said some 
jail was necessary after 
they concealed the girl 
for three days because of 
the “anguish, heartache, 
and the fear and concern” 
they caused the missing 
girl’s mother “because she 
thought her calced was 
gone.”

Tequisha Martine said 
she called Child Protective 
Services (CPS) several times 
to help all the kids, “but 
nothing comes of it.”

The Martine’s had stayed 
with Knapp’s mother a 
year ago. “Several times 
we would come home and 
it smelled like drugs,” Teq-
uisha Martine said. “These 
kids are stuck in a bad situa-
tion. It’s not just (Cheyanne) 
it’s all of them. It’s continu-
ing to go on.

“I helped (Cheyanne) but 

I didn’t do it through the 
court like I should have,” 
she added.

Knapp had been under 
supervision of the court 
as an abused or neglected 
child since 2010. She had 
been released from super-
vision last year in 2013. 
Knapp is a material wit-
ness in a felony case from 
last August.

When the 14-year-old 
Knapp was reported miss-
ing, Michigan State Police 
(MSP) determined she was 

a runaway so no Amber 
Alert was issued. The teen 
had last been seen at the 
Union City Middle School 
on Dunks Road.

Knapp’s mother then 
went to the media for help 
in fi nding her daughter and 
the case took on statewide 
notoriety.

That following Saturday, 
MSP offi  cers were able to 
reactivate the teens prepaid 
cellphone and began track-
ing her cell signal. That 
lead them to the Martine’s 
S. Broadway home in Union 
City.

Confronted by troopers, 
both denied knowing the 
location of Knapp. The 
couple allowed officers to 
search the home where 
Knapp was found hiding 
in the attic.

The couple both pleaded 
no-contest to a reduced 
charge of contributing to 
the delinquency of a minor. 
Judge Weigle suspended 60 
days jail and placed them on 
one-year probation.

COLDWATER

Couple sentenced for harboring runaway

Tequisha  Martine and husband Todd face Judge 
Brent Weigle Monday. DON REID PHOTO

fundraising resulted in 
a $214 million direct 
economic impact. Some 
50,000 activists, offi  cials 
and reporters descended 
on the Tampa area for the 
convention, offi  cials said.

The convention off ers 
Cleveland an oppor-
tunity to re-introduce 
itself after decades of bad 
fortunes. 

Gone are the days 
when Cleveland’s pol-
luted Cuyahoga River 
caught fi re. The city, once 
dubbed “The Mistake by 
the Lake,” has undergone 
dramatic redevelopment 
in recent years — $4.5 
billion in projects have 
been completed in the 
past decade or are about 
to begin construction.

Its turnaround was a 
major part of Cleveland’s 
aggressive — and per-
suasive — pitch to host 
the Republicans on the 
shores of Lake Erie.

“I’ve got to tell you: 
if you haven’t been to 
Cleveland lately, it’s a 
real surprise how beau-
tiful it is down by that 
lake,” Priebus said on Fox 
News.

Ohio’s  a l lure  as  a 
political prize proved 
tempting. The last can-
didate to win the White 
House without Ohio was 
John F. Kennedy, a Dem-
ocrat, in 1960.

D u r i n g  t h e  2 0 1 2 
presidential race, Presi-
dent Barack Obama and 
Republican challenger 
Mitt Romney made Ohio 
a central piece of their 
strategies. Combined, 
they spent $150 million 
on television ads and 
were frequent visitors to 
the state, which narrowly 
broke in Obama’s favor.

“Ohio is the lynchpin in 
every presidential elec-
tion,” said Ohio Gov. John 
Kasich, a Republican.

RNC
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DEAR DOCTOR K: I 
sometimes have dark, 
strong-smelling urine. 
Should I be concerned?

DEAR READER: Given 
that this happens only 
occasionally, it probably 
is not something to worry 
about. But before reas-
suring you, I would need 
answers to some questions:

■ By dark, do you mean 
dark yellow? Or is your 
urine brown or red?

If your urine is just a 
dark yellow color at times, 
especially when you don't 
drink enough fl uids, then 
you don't need to worry. 
Dark yellow urine is a sign 
of dehydration. Your urine 
is dark because your kid-
neys are doing what they 
are supposed to do when 
you are dehydrated: con-
serving water by making 
less urine. If this is the case, 
drink more water - eight 
8-ounce glasses each day.

Certain foods and 
medicines can change urine 
color and make it smell. 
Eating asparagus is a good 
example of a food that 
causes your urine to take 
on a distinct odor. Eating 
beets can turn your urine 
red and make you worry 
that you might have blood 
in your urine. (We doctors 
have manufactured a medi-
cal term for this condition: 
“beeturia.”)

There are times when a 
change in the color or smell 
of your urine warrants a 
visit to your doctor. For 
example, see your doctor 
if your urine is ever red 
(unless you've eaten beets 
in the past 24 to 48 hours) 
or brown. This could be a 
sign of something serious, 
like a bladder, kidney, blood 
or liver problem.

■ Does it hurt when you 
urinate? Do you have pain 
high up on one (or both) 
sides of your back, weak-
ness, fatigue or fever?

If so, you should see 
your doctor. You could 
be having intermittent 
bacterial infections of your 
urinary tract. Usually, such 
infections don't turn urine 
dark -- unless they cause 
temporary bleeding -- but 
they can. Urinary tract 
infections often cause pain 
when you urinate. Other 
symptoms include having 
to urinate often and feeling 
a pressure to urinate.

■ Have the whites of your 
eyes turned yellow?

If so, you could be having 
liver trouble. When the 
liver is not working prop-
erly, increased amounts of 
a dark pigment (bilirubin) 
appear in the blood and in 
the urine. Your doctor can 
check your liver function 
with blood tests.

If you're concerned, col-
lect a fresh urine sample 
when you have dark urine. 
Any kind of container is 
OK. Bring the urine sample 
to the doctor within a few 
hours after collecting it. 
The doctor will be able to 
test the urine for blood cells 
(looking for both bleeding 
and infection). The urine 
also can be tested to see if 
the kidneys are conserving 
water, as they do when you 
get dehydrated.

Finally, the urine can be 
tested for chemicals that 
turn the urine dark, such as 
bilirubin or myoglobin. To 
test for a bacterial infection, 
it's best to provide a fresh 
urine sample collected in a 
sterile container at the doc-
tor's offi  ce.

Red or brown 
urine should 
be checked out 
by your doctor

Young couple’s 
use of birth 
control is long 
past overdueNewspaper Coverage July 18, 2014
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Area graduates receive scholarships

COLDWATER — Local children in the Preschool and 
Elementary Science Club at the Coldwater branch of the 
Branch District Library gathered at the Kids’ Place Monday 
morning. Linda Dull read the children stories and con-
ducted science experiments, and Julia Littley assisted the 
children with their own experiments. All experiments cen-
tered around Monday’s theme of candy.

COLDWATER LIBRARY

Science club held at Kids’ Place

The Knights of Columbus 
Council 2900 of Cold-
water recently awarded 
scholarships to area 
students. Dr. Matthew 
Christopher awarded 
Tekonsha High School 
Senior Heather Rauch and 
Robert Hemker awarded 
Union City High School 
Senior Audrey Robertson 
with $2,000 scholarships. 
COURTESY PHOTO

Kristin Steckbauer assists her children Indie, 2, and 
Elliot, 5, with a science experiment titled, sink or 
float. 

Julia Littley helps sisters Madelyn, 4, and Liliana, 
3, with a science experiement using water and 
skittles. PHOTOS BY CHRISTY HART-HARRISLinda Dull conducts a science experiment using pop, 

candy and a ballon for local children.

would like to thank everyone who entered
our State of Michigan grocery give away.

Congratulations to the winners! 

Congratulations To The Winners!  Congratulations To The Winners!
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Congratulations to
Janice See of Coldwater!

Janice is the
$1,000

Grand Prize Winner
For The

State of Michigan!
Janice is pictured with

RoxAnne Morgret, Circulation Manager.

Congratulations to
Jane Dunn of Quincy!

Jane is the $150 Winner
For Branch County!

Janice is pictured with Karen Allard, Assistant Circulation Manager.

Congratulations to
Cheryl Potter of Coldwater!
Cheryl is the $100 Winner

For Branch County!
Cheryl is pictured with Karen Allard, Assistant Circulation Manager.
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FIRST AMENDMENT
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the 
right of people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.

Thoughts on 
minimum wage

To the Editor:
There is such an outcry 

about giving people a raise 
in the minimum wage.

We give CEO’s millions 
and people in sports mil-
lions and that seems to be 
ok.

Come on, can’t we have 
some of the crumbs?

The guys at Masonville 
are good workers and 
should get a raise.

Iraq! I, guess we need 
more body bags to fi ll more 
hospital beds.

We’ve had so much suc-
cess in our wars. Vietnam, 
Korea and the best, Iraq 
and Afghanistan.
Ken MacRae
Coldwater

The trouble with 
Mute Swans

To the Editor:
I went to a DNR meeting 

on Saturday, June 21st at 
Sunset Cove regarding the 
mute swan issue.

There are three options 
— oiling the swan eggs, 
removing (i.e. killing) the 
most aggressive Mute 
Swans or removing (i.e. 
killing) the remaining 
mute swans till there is 
zero population

The southern chain 
adopted all three options 
so they will have no mute 
swans in 5 years.

Hopefully the northern 

chain will not adopt this 
barbaric decision entailed 
in the third option.
Don Paarlberg
Coldwater

Get out and vote
To the Editor:
Save our library.
It’s been an important 

part of our life for many 
years. Vote yes for the half 
mill Aug. 5 on the back of 
the ballot.
LaMoyne Hard
Coldwater

Snyder is the 
‘comeback kid’

To the Editor:
Our comeback kid has 

gained that name for a 
reason.

Rick Snyder has Michi-
gan on the right path 
and has our state in the 
spotlight as the Comeback 
State. It’s something I 
could have only imag-
ined years ago when the 
state was dealing with the 
democrats in offi  ce and a 
time referred to as the Lost 
Decade.

One of the reasons our 
state struggled was because 
of the education system. 
While democrats like Mark 
Schauer try to claim they’re 
the party of education, that 
couldn’t be further from 
the truth. Under Demo-
crats’ directives, Michigan’s 
investment in education 
was cut multiple times.

As for our current 
governor, he’s increased 
per-pupil spending four 
times and has now invested 
nearly $1.3 billion more 
in education. With that 
bump, our state would 
see its highest level of 
education funding in our 
history. You can compare 
and contrast all you want, 
but there’s no way you can 
convince me that Mark 
Schauer should even be a 
consideration. Rick Snyder 
has done a great job and 
will continue to lead our 
state in the right direction 
if he’s elected again this fall.

Be prepared folks. 
It’s been reported that 
the Democrat political 
machine has dedicated 
millions of dollars toward 
negative advertising 
against Republicans in 
Michigan. It’s my guess 
that it won’t matter 
whether or not the ads are 
factual or not, judging by 
past experience.

Those tactics won’t work 
here.
Robert Foote
Coldwater

Do we really know 
our governor?

To the Editor:
I was amazed at the 

glories of our governor’s so 
called eff orts of building 
Michigan’s economy.

He never listed the 
highway structure’s poor 
condition of the last two 

terms of this governor or 
that there was never any 
legitimate plan put forward 
with any eff ort to do so.

Nor did he mention 
the governor’s attack on 
this state’s labor with his 
ramming through of the 
“right to work” law — a 
law that now will hurt the 
average worker’s chance 
of ever earning a living 
wage; a wage with which 
he can save for retirement 
or his children’s college 
education.

If you don’t believe this 
just compare the wages in 
our southern states that 
have had right to work laws 
for years now. Their wages 
are way lower than the 
states without the right to 
work laws.

He also forgot to men-
tion that this governor 
has put a tax on the backs 
of the retirees. Seems to 
me that with just these 
few items that I’ve listed 
here, that this governor is 
not much to brag about. 
I’m sure if I really got to 
digging in the past few 
years we fi nd that he has 
been one of the poorest we 
ever had. All he has ever 
done is give to big business 
and the hell with the little 
guy. It’s nice to work with 
businesses but you also 
have to work with “Joe the 
Plumber.”

Being the Koch’s hand-
maiden does little for the 
state of Michigan.
R. Murray
Coldwater

LETTTERS TO THE EDITOR

T he risk with any 
kind of binary-
thinking is that 

there is no real room for 
diff erence. You are one or 
the other.

The U.S. loves its bina-
ries: black or white, man 
or woman, gay or straight. 
Such thinking misses the 
complexities of people, 
limiting us all into narrow 
boxes.

Perhaps nowhere is 
binary-thinking more 
obvious today than in what 
has been called the “fat 
acceptance movement.”

Building on decades of 
legitimate concern about 
body image and the ways 
that women and girls are 
constantly taught that 
they are too heavy, the fat 
acceptance movement has 
promoted a swing of the 
pendulum that is equally 
dangerous. Websites like 
Upworthy and Huffi  ngton 
Post repeatedly feature 
pictures and videos of 
women who are exerting 
their right to have more 
ample bodies.

Ad nauseam, such sites 
reveal Photoshopped 
women and their real, less-
toned bodies, mothers of 
four who wear with pride 
their sagginess, or heavier 
women wearing bikinis to 
show that it is OK.

These images and 
articles are then reposted 
on Facebook, tweeted 
across the universe, and 
otherwise slammed in our 
faces.

Of course it is OK to 
wear what you want 
despite your size! But 
that’s not the point, or at 
least it shouldn’t be. The 
goal of this fat acceptance 
movement, at least pur-
portedly, is acceptance. To 
show that it should not be 
our bodies that determine 
our character.

Yet too often these 
images and the dialogue 
that surrounds them say 
exactly that: that it is 
indeed your body that 
matters most, and if you 
happen to be thin you are 
simply not accepted.

Being skinny and fi t is 
equated with some deep 
fl aw. You try too hard. You 
are too body conscious. 
You are weak and thus 
manipulated by the beauty 
industry. Blah, blah, blah.

Take, for instance, the 
conversation surround-
ing Miss Indiana’s body 
in the 2014 Miss USA 
Pageant. Miss Indiana, 
MeKayla Diehl, who was 
widely praised for being 
“more curvy” than the 
other pageant contestants. 
She was described as 
having a “realistic body,” 
which resulted in a full-on 
explosion of the Twit-
ter universe, as women 
denounced the 5’8”, size 4 
Diehl as far from average, 
which they claim is 5’3” 
and a size
12. Enter the name-calling 
of skinny people, “twigs,” 
“toothpicks,” or “bag of 
bones.”

And the divide contin-
ues, focusing on her body, 
on our bodies, and not on 
what we say or do. The 
discussion about whether 
Diehl is “normal” or “aver-
age” or whether a mother 
is healthier because she 
accepts her post-baby 
weight or works hard to 
lose it prevents us from 
moving to a place where 
we truly do not care, nor 
judge people, based on 
their height, weight or 
dress size.

We can do better.

Laura Finley, Ph.D., 
teaches in the Barry 
University Department 
of Sociology & Criminol-
ogy and is syndicated by 
PeaceVoice.

HER VIEW

Fat preferences 
versus real 
acceptance

LAURA FINLEY

Of course it is OK 
to wear what you 
want despite your 
size! But that’s 
not the point, or at 
least it shouldn’t 
be. The goal of this 
fat acceptance 
movement, at 
least purportedly, 
is acceptance. To 
show that it should 
not be our bodies 
that determine our 
character.

June 1 marked the 
beginning of hurricane 
season. Meanwhile, 

across much of the West-
ern U.S., major droughts 
have greatly increased the 
danger for summer wild-
fi res. And don’t forget last 
winter’s record-breaking 
winter storms – or the 
ongoing potential for earth-
quakes, tornados, fl oods 
and other natural disasters.

Such catastrophic events 
are inevitable, largely 
unpreventable and often 
strike without warning. 
Even though we can’t 
always predict natural 
disasters, we can anticipate 
their likely aftermaths, 
including property loss, 
power or water service dis-
ruption and scarcity of food 
and supplies.

Sit down with your 
family and develop a 
disaster plan. By planning 
ahead and knowing what 
you might need under 
dire circumstances, you 
can save yourselves a lot of 
time, money and grief.

FEMA, the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (www.fema.gov), 
off ers great suggestions 
for developing a family 
emergency plan, building 
an emergency supply kit, 
and learning what to do 
before, during and after 
emergencies (everything 

from home fi res to terrorist 
attacks). They even provide 
an emergency plan for 
family pets.
Here are some emergency-
planning ideas you may not 
have considered:

■ Pick meeting spots 
both in and outside your 
neighborhood where your 
family can gather after an 
emergency.

■ Choose one person 
(possibly out-of-town) 
everyone can contact for 
updates.

■ Make sure your kids 
know how to escape the 
house in case of fi re.

■ Identify and stock 
essential items you’ll need 
to survive for at least 
three days in case help 
is unavailable. Include 
ample water (at least a 
gallon per person, per day), 
non-perishable food, and 
medications. Don’t forget 
water, food and supplies for 
pets.

■ Stock an emergency 
kit with batteries, fl ash-
light, a battery-powered or 

hand-cranked radio, water-
purifi cation tablets, clothes, 
blankets, can opener, tools, 
toilet paper, moist tow-
elettes, garbage bags, solar 
cellphone charger, etc.

■ If a family member 
receives life-sustaining 
treatments (e.g., dialysis), 
identify alternate treatment 
locations in case yours 
becomes incapacitated.

■ Take a picture of 
yourself with your pets in 
case you should become 
separated.

■ Safely store emergency 
cash in case ATMs aren’t 
working.

Should disaster strike, 
you’ll need access to fi nan-
cial and legal records. Take 
these steps now to ensure 
easier access when the time 
comes:

■ Create a log of all 
account numbers, emer-
gency numbers, contact 
information and passwords 
for your bank and credit 
card accounts, loans, insur-
ance policies, utilities and 
other important accounts.

■ Update it regularly and 
save hardcopies in secure, 
off -site locations such as a 
safety deposit box or with 
a trusted friend living in 
another area.

■ You can also email 
the list to yourself in an 
encrypted, password-
protected fi le, save it on a 

CD or USB drive, or use 
a cloud-based storage 
service that will let you 
access it from any Internet 
connection.

■ Make PDF copies of tax
returns, insurance policies 
and legal documents and 
save off -site, as above, in 
case your fi les or computer 
are damaged. Also make 
digital copies of invaluable 
family photos, documents 
and memorabilia that 
money can’t replace.

If you ever need to fi le an 
insurance claim or claim 
a tax deduction for lost, 
stolen or damaged prop-
erty, it’ll be much easier 
if you have an inventory 
of everything you own – 
photos or videos are even 
better. Try the Insurance 
Information Institute’s free, 
secure home inventory 
software application (www.
iii.org).

Also, investigate what 
is and isn’t covered by 
your insurance policies for 
natural disasters. You may 
need additional coverage 
for damage associated 
with hurricanes, tornados, 
earthquakes and other 
weather conditions.
Jason Alderman directs 
Visa’s fi nancial educa-
tion programs. To Follow 
Jason Alderman on Twit-
ter: www.twitter.com/
PracticalMoney.

HIS VIEW

Make sure your family has a disaster plan

JASON ALDERMANNewspaper Coverage July 18, 2014
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Michigan’s development.”
Hostetler had to do his-

torical research to prove 
her family had owned the 
farm for as long as she and 
her brother claimed.

She said this was easy 
to do.

“We still have the origi-
nal abstracts,” Hostetler 
said. “Basically the infor-
mation was in there.”

The abstracts contained 
information on three par-
cels of land that compose 
the farm. With this infor-
mation, she went to the 
Branch County Register 
of Deeds in Coldwater, 
pulled up the deeds for 
the farm and was able to 
verify that her family had 
indeed owned the property 
since 1866.

Much of her family his-
tory Hostetler already 
knew before she and her 
brother applied for the 
certifi cation.

“Some of my relatives 
back in Ohio...started 
researching the Peter 
Layman heritage,” she said.

She now knows that 
Peter Layman’s grandfa-
ther, Joachim Layman, 
came to the United States 
from Rotterdam in the 
Netherlands, settled in 
Pennsylvania and served 
during the American Rev-
olution. The son of Peter 
Layman even served in 
the Union Army during 
the Civil War and helped 
his father on the Branch 
County farm when the 
family moved after the 
war.

Layman said this tradi-
tion of farming the land 
continued through the 
generations.

“My dad used to farm it 
until he passed away and 
then my dad’s brother 

farmed it,” Layman said. 
This farming and main-
taining family land is 
important to him. “Seems 
like (some in) the younger 
generation...don’t want 
that anymore.”

For more information on 
the Michigan Centennial 
Farm Program, contact 
the Historical Society of 
Michigan by phone at 
517-324-1828 or by email, 
hsmichigan@hsmichigan.
org.

FARM
From Page A1

The farm founded by Peter and Catherine Layman in 
1866 on S. Butcher Road in Bethel Township is still 
owned by the same family today. CHRIS WORST PHOTO

BRONSON — Joel Tacey, “Michigan’s Family Funnyman,” performed a magic and comedy show for children 
at the Branch District Library-Bronson Branch on Friday, June 28. Tacey mixed science, magic and reading into 
his “ScienceRifi c Comedy Show,” intended to promote the library’s summer reading program.

Magic Show delights, educates children

Children play a Star Wars mask game with Joel Tacey. Tacey performed magic tricks and a comedy act for chil-
dren at the Branch District Library-Bronson Branch to promote the summer reading program. CHRIS WORST PHOTO

BRONSON

Thursday, 
July 10, 2014
■ Christopher Patrick 
Richard, operating while 
impaired-high blood alco-
hol content.
■ Keegan Christopher 
Butters, disorderly 
warrant.
■ Daniela Elizabeth 
Vasquez-Ramirez, driving 
while license suspended.
The Branch County 
Sheriff 's Offi  ce reported 
a jail population of 145 
inmates, with 120 males 
and 25 females.

JAIL 
COMMITMENTS

DEAR ABBY: I’m a 
14-year-old girl in middle 
school. I have never seri-
ously dated anyone, and 
the one time I did I felt 
trapped. My friends think 
it’s weird that I have never 
dated a guy and they call 
me a lesbian. I just want to 
fi nish my schoolwork and 
wait until high school to 
start dating. I don’t want 
to feel weighed down by 
anyone. Is there something 
wrong with me?
- CONFUSED IN S. 
CAROLINA

DEAR CONFUSED: 
Something wrong with 
you? Good grief, no! In fact, 
I would go so far as to say 
there is something RIGHT 
with you. Not every teen - 
and that goes for boys, too 
- feels ready to date at 14.

It makes me angry that 
your “friends” would call 
you something you’re not 
just because you’re not 
doing what they’re doing. 
If it persists, your parents 
should talk to the school 
about it. Preferring to 
concentrate on your stud-
ies and waiting until high 
school to date is nothing to 
be ashamed of - it’s some-
thing to be proud of.

DEAR ABBY: I attended 
a friend’s birthday celebra-
tion a few weeks ago at a 
chic restaurant. After our 
entrees were ordered and 
the appetizers served, the 
restaurant’s fi re alarm 
sounded and the dining 
room was evacuated. For 20 
minutes all of the patrons 
waited patiently outside 
while the fi re department 
was summoned. We learned 
from another guest that 
there had been a small fi re 
in the kitchen.

When we returned to 
the dining room, a heated 
debate ensued among the 
guests. One person said that 
because the fi re alarm had 
interrupted our meal, the 
lunch should be compli-
mentary. Others insisted 
the restaurant owed us 
nothing beyond an apology. 
We paid our bill, but the 
question remains: Should 
the management have 
shown some consideration 
for the inconvenience we 
experienced?
- FOUR-ALARM 
FRAZZLED

DEAR FRAZZLED: I took 
your question to Craig 
Susser, owner of the suc-
cessful Craig’s restaurant in 
West Hollywood, California. 
He agreed with me that the 
restaurant owner should 
have shown appreciation 
for the patience that was 
exhibited by the patrons.

While Craig said he 
wouldn’t have paid for the 
entire meal for everyone 
who was dining there that 
day, he certainly would have 
made some adjustment 
to the bill to compensate 
them for their inconve-
nience. “After all, we’re in 
it together,” he added. And 
that gracious attitude is 
why he has one of the most 
popular dining establish-
ments in L.A.
Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

Young teen 
is mocked 
for not 
wanting to 
dateDEAR DOCTOR K: I work 

at a computer all day, and 
as a result, I frequently 
have neck pain. What can 
I do?

DEAR READER: Did you 
know that for every 10 
degrees forward you tilt 
your head, the weight of 
your head on your neck 
increases about 10 pounds? 
It’s no wonder, then, that 
bending your head over a 
computer all day can strain 
muscles, ligaments, joints 
and other structures in 
your neck.

Luckily, a few simple 
steps can help prevent 
chronic neck pain. Here 
are some dos and don’ts 
recommended by physical 
therapist Amy Devaney of 
Harvard-affi  liated Massa-
chusetts General Hospital:

■ DO keep your neck in 
a neutral position. That 
means your head balances 
directly over your spine and 
is not leaning forward or 
over to one side.

■ DO keep your shoul-
ders down and back in a 
relaxed position. Set an 
alarm every 45 minutes 
to “fi x” your posture if you 
need to.

■ DO set up your work-
station with your computer 
screen at eye level and your 
feet supported on the fl oor.

■ DO keep stress levels 
low. Stress promotes poor 
body position and muscle 
tension that can pull the 
head forward. Consider 
practicing yoga or tai chi to 
help reduce stress.

■ DO consider getting a 
desk chair with a headrest, 
like in your car. I have such 
a chair, and I’m writing this 
column with my head rest-
ing against the headrest.

■ DON’T roll your head 
round and round your 
neck, as some people do to 
loosen their neck muscles. 
This can grind your bones 
together. Instead, gently 
stretch your neck from side 
to side: Slowly look left and 
hold for 10 seconds, then 
slowly look right and hold 
for 10 seconds. Or gently 
stretch up and down: 
Slowly bend your neck back 
and hold for 10 seconds. 
Then slowly put your chin 
close to your chest and hold 
for 10 seconds. (I’ve put an 
illustration of this stretch 
on my website, AskDoc-
torK.com.)

■ DON’T hold your head 
in a bent position for more 
than 10 minutes, whether 
you’re reading, watching 
TV, or looking at a smart-
phone or computer. Change 
position so your eyes are 
looking straight ahead.

■ DON’T talk on the 
phone while leaning your 
head to one side. Use 
a headset or Bluetooth 
device.

■ DO see a doctor if your 
neck pain lasts more than 
two weeks.

It’s somewhat more 
expensive, but I found 
that getting a separate 
fl at-screen monitor (much 
larger than the screen on 
my laptop) and a separate 
keyboard made an enor-
mous diff erence. Instead of 
scrunching over to squint 
at a relatively small screen 
(and typing on a relatively 
small keyboard), I could 
sit with my spine vertical 
and my head in line with 
my spine. And I could rest 
my head on my chair’s 
headrest. I am now much 
less fatigued at the end of a 
workday.

Health tops 
for working 
at the 
computer
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One coupon per guest. Coupon discount does not apply to previous transactions, previously initiated price holds, 
non-purchases such as rentals, deposits, and charitable donations, purchases of milk, dairy products, eggs, or 
alcohol, and purchases of gift cards. Cannot be used in combination with any other coupon, associate discount, 
or other discount such as Buzz Club Rewards® offers. Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. Value is 
forfeited if item is returned. Only original coupons accepted. Big Lots is not responsible for lost, stolen, or expired 
coupons. By attempting to use coupon, user unconditionally agrees that decisions of Big Lots are final on all matters 
of interpretation, fact, and procedure in respect of coupon. Valid only on in-stock goods. Void where prohibited. 
No cash value or cash back. Offer valid 7/13/2014 with coupon. CASHIER: To apply discount, scan this coupon.

PROMOTIONAL OFFER VALID ONLY 7/13/2014 WITH COUPON

PRESENT THIS COUPON & SAVE

SUNDAY ONLY
JULY 13, 2014

EXTENDED HOURS TO 10 P.M.
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FIRST AMENDMENT
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the 
right of people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.

This past weekend, 
I was sitting on 
the beach at Lake 

Michigan watching my 
children play in the water 
and in the sand.

I was thinking about our 
life and how it has seemed 
to get more and more fast-
paced over the years. Our 
children are growing up 
right before our eyes, but 
are we taking the time to 
slow down and just take it 
all in? Are we taking time 
to truly enjoy our children 
and the human beings 
that they are becoming?

Our world with our chil-
dren is sometimes full of 
sports and school activi-
ties. We are on the go 
unfortunately sometimes 
seven days a week.

But it’s sometimes what 
our society is demand-
ing us to do, it seems. 
It’s a diffi  cult and very 
pressuring world for a 
child nowadays. Even our 
technology causes us some 
extra stress and pressure.

We are raising a gen-
eration that is labeled the 
“always on” generation.

What can we do to stop 
and smell the roses? How 
can we take our fast-paced 
lives and learn to slow 
down and appreciate what 
is so very important?

It’s hard to do, but we 
have to remember that 
we have a mere 18 years 
to infl uence the young 
person in our life. Think 
about that! That is not 
that much time at all.

Here are some tips that 
may help us stop and just 
take in our family life:

PLAY! Who cares what 
you look like dressed up 
in a funny outfi t that your 
5-year-old designed for 
you? Appreciate their 
imagination. Children 
learn so much when they 
play with others. We can 
teach them so many les-
sons about socialization, 
kindness and even sports-
manship when we just sit 
down and imagine or play 
with them.

I just saw a picture 
posted on social media of 
my sister, who is 44 years 
old, tubing with her young 
child. That made me 
smile, but more impor-
tantly, I bet her son was 
grinning the whole time!

SLOW DOWN! Are you 
fi nding that you are not 
eating dinner with your 
children because you and 
your spouse are run-
ning them every which 
way every evening? Slow 
down.

Yes, they will remember 
all of the activities with 
their friends that they did 
when they were younger. 
But most importantly, 
they will remember the 
great times that you all 
had together at the dinner 
table. They will then 
continue that tradition 
with their own families. 
So much conversation 
and so many great times 
come from just stopping 
and spending some time 
together at home.

BE PRESENT! It is 
sometimes diffi  cult to be 
TRULY present in their 
lives. We may be reading a 
book to them, but think-
ing about a deadline that 
we have at work.

Try to shut down your 
devices and your “work” 
mind and just be with 
them. Again, take it in. 
Watch your children 
laugh. Listen to them. Be 
amazed by them.

Today’s society and its 
pressures make our lives 
very busy and chaotic at 
times. But let’s stop and 
remember what’s truly 
important. We are rais-
ing children that depend 
on us to teach them life 
lessons, socialization and 
more importantly, what’s 
valuable in our lives.

Let’s take the time to 
stop and smell those 
roses and appreciate our 
children and who they are 
growing up to be.

Jenny Rufenacht is the 
Prevention and Program 
Director with the Branch 
County Coaltion Against 
Domestic Violence. She can 
be reached at (517) 278-
SAFE or jennyrufenacht@
live.com.

ANOTHER VIEW

Stop and smell 
all of the roses

JENNY RUFENACHT

Governor should be 
improving the state

To the Editor:
I think the purpose of 

a governor is to improve 
the place they’re govern-
ing, and I’m glad to see 
Snyder’s current progress 
in the form of several new 
bills being passed.

He recently signed laws 
to recognize well-kept 
natural trails as “Pure 
Michigan” trails and to 
create a mobile app for 
people using these trails. 
This, as part of the Pure 
Michigan campaign, will 
continue to help market 
Michigan as a tourism 
destination.

Supporters say that the 
cities, villages, and town-
ships designated as “Pure 
Michigan trail towns” will 
help local business inter-
act and sell to trail users. 
In addition to these laws, 
Snyder just signed a bill 

which explicitly excludes 
breastfeeding from public 
indecency laws. This way, 
mothers are given more 
opportunities to breast-
feed, and supporting new 
mothers who breastfeed 
will help ensure good 
infant health, reduce 
infant mortality rates, and 
prevent obesity.

It’s good to see these 
kinds of laws coming 
from Snyder, and I look 
forward to seeing more of 
this in the future.

Barb Brady, Coldwater

Support the library 
millage

To the Editor:
I feel that it is so 

important that we all sup-
port the Branch District 
Library millage proposal 
on Aug. 5 that I am break-
ing a lifelong habit and 
writing a letter to the 
Editor.

This library system is of 
crucial importance to my 
life, especially since retire-
ment has freed me up to 
read and watch as many 
DVDs as I please.

And that’s a lot — ask 
my husband.

My focus includes 
browsing in the new 
books section, suggesting 
the purchase of new books 
that seem interesting 
and requesting inter-
library loans from all over 
Michigan. I can’t tell you 
how much money this has 
saved me.

Sorry, Amazon.
I love to see children 

making themselves at 
home in the library. I love 
to see young mothers 
with their kids browsing. 
Home schoolers make 
such good use of all the 
branches. The library is 
one of my favorite places 
in Coldwater.

I’m sure that many 

people feel the same way 
about their branches, too.

Please vote YES on Aug. 
5. Absentee voters, please 
remember to turn your 
ballot over to vote for the 
millage.

Mary Brogan-Sizemore, 
Allen

Couple says 
thank you

To the Editor:
Yes, we have continually 

been subscribers for 70 
years. My sister gave us a 
subscription as a wedding 
gift.

On Saturday, July 12 
our children provided a 
celebration for us and we 
want to thank them. We 
want to thank all who 
came and to those who 
sent many cards. It was 
a wonderful celebration; 
may God Bless all of you.

Stanley and Maxine 
Preston, Quincy

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I n an eff ort to increase 
effi  ciency to the last 
degree, engineers for 

several auto manufactur-
ers are making gasoline 
motors without ignition 
and spark plugs.

Some view this as a 
last step in the battle 
with electric and hybrid 
cars. I tend to agree, 
but I believe it will be a 
good, short-term progres-
sion. The progression is 
gradual but it is indeed 
coming in the near future.

In the next fi ve years 
we’ll see some form of this 
latest gasoline-powered 
engine. Hyundai and 
Delphi both have run-
ning prototypes ready for 
road testing in real world 
vehicles. That is happen-
ing as I write this.

The engines use a 
very high compression 
ratio, close to what is 
historically used in diesel 
motors. The ratio in the 

Gasoline Direct Compres-
sion Injected (GDCI) is 
an astounding 14.8-1. It 
ignites without the benefi t 
of a spark plug due to the 
high temperatures the 
compression generates.

The fuel is carefully 
introduced directly into 
the combustion chamber 
in graduated amount 
and at the perfect time to 
generate the best effi  -
ciency. As an example, 
Hyundai’s 1.8-liter motor 
develops nearly 200 
horsepower without using 
a turbo-supercharger.

Without spark plugs 
and ignition circuits to 

run, the computer can 
be far more effi  cient and 
the injector placement in 
the combustion chamber 
can be exactly where it 
needs to be. The overall 
effi  ciency increase over 
a comparable standard 
ignition gasoline motor 
is in the 10-15 percent 
range.

An added benefi t is the 
combustion is so effi  cient 
many of the emission 
problems are reduced. So 
the entire system in place 
will save dozens if not 
hundreds of pounds of 
vehicle weight.

CDGI will also increase 
the simplicity if used in 
the next generation of 
hybrids. They will lighten 
the load the battery will 
need to lug around and 
thereby increase the range 
of the battery.

In theory and soon in 
practice the newer, lighter, 
more energy-dense 

battery systems will com-
pound the advantage of 
the CDGI engine.

The idea for CDGI 
has been around for 
more than a decade. The 
reason engineers have not 
instituted it sooner is very 
simple: computers just 
weren’t fast or powerful 
enough.

That is, until now.
While I think this will 

be the way many auto 
companies meet the 2025 
strict fl eet fuel mile-
age goals, I truly think 
other fuel and or electric 
combinations will rule our 
streets in 10 to 15 years.

Call it a Car Guy 
prophecy.
Craig Crabill is an ASE 
master certifi ed automo-
tive and heavy duty truck 
technician. He has owned 
a repair business for 
thirty years and currently 
is mechanic for the City of 
Sturgis.

THE CAR GUY

Internal combustion’s last stand

BRENDA WENNING

Con. Tim Walberg (R-Tipton)
Website walberg.house.gov
District Offi  ce 800 West Ganson Street, 

Jackson, MI 49202 (517) 780-9075; Fax 
(517) 780-9081

Washington, D.C. Offi  ce 418 Cannon 
House Offi  ce Building, Washington, 
D.C. 20515 (202) 225-6276; Fax (202) 
225-6281

Sen. Bruce Caswell (R-MI)
Offi  ce Address: P.O. Box 30036, Lan-

sing, MI 48909
Email Address: SenBCaswell@senate.

michigan.gov
Toll-Free Phone: 1-866-305-0316
Direct Phone: (517) 373-5932
Fax: (517) 373-5944
Website: www.SenatorBruceCaswell.

com
Rep. Kenneth Kurtz (R-MI)
Web-site www.-gop house .com/

welcome.-asp? District=058
Lansing Offi  ce N0992 House Offi  ce 

Building, Mich. 48909-7514; Phone: (517) 
373-1794; Fax: (517) 373-5768

Sen. Carl Levin (D-MI)
Website levin.senate.gov
Washington, D.C. Offi  ce 269 Russell 

Senate Offi  ce Building, District of Colum-
bia 20510-2202; Phone: (202) 224-6221; 
Fax: (202) 224-1388

Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-MI)
Website stabenow.senate.gov
Washington, D.C. Offi  ce 133 Hart Senate 

Offi  ce Building, District of Columbia 
20510-2204; Phone: (202) 224-4822; Fax: 
(202) 228-0325

East Lansing Offi  ce 221 West Lake 
Lansing Road, Suite 100, East Lansing, 
Michigan 48823; Phone: (517) 203-1760; 
Fax: (517) 203-1778

CONTACT YOUR LAWMAKERS First Amendment
Congress shall make 
no law respecting 
an establishment of 
religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise 
thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of 
speech, or of the 
press, or the right 
of people peaceably 
to assemble, and to 
petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of 
grievances.
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