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COLDWATER — On 
Feb. 28 at Three Rivers 
High Schools, the  Cold-
w a t e r  Hi g h  S c h o o l ' s 
Symphonic Band competed 
in the MSBOA District 
Band Festival.

Students ranging from 
ninth to 12th grade began 
the competition by playing 
three pieces of music they 
had been practicing since 
mid December. They were 
judged on such aspects as 
their overall performance, 
presentation, dynamics and 
rhythm.

The second half of the 
competition was a bit more 
diffi  cult. The students were 
provided five minutes to 
study a piece of unfamiliar 
music and then play it in 
front of judges. This dem-
onstrated to the judges how 

MSBOA DISTRICT BAND FESTIVAL

CHS Symphonic Band 
receives high score

Left to Right: back row Matt Brown, Kiki Lin, Sarah 
Ivarsson, Chris Chartrand, Rebecca Glei, Anna Wendorf, 
Dylan Molnar, Cami Price and Jacob Covert. Front Row: 
Madelyn Colvin, Dani Cekander, Tristan Oberlin and 
Keegan Sherman. COURTESY PHOTO. 

A sure sign of spring. The first wall is up and construction crews are working on the south wall of the Browne 
Aquatic Center off Bishop Drive. The city is still looking for a fall completion. Frozen ground and record cold tem-
peratures keep building permits at a record low in Branch County during January and February. For the first 58 
days of the year over 49 days were below freezing.  Branch county administrator Bud Norman noted  “You can’t 
swing a hammer because it is too cold. Materials are too brittle. You can’t get equipment into sites.” DON REID PHOTO

SIGN OF SPRING

Work on Browne 
Aquatic Center underway

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Ralph 
Hamilton will serve 23 
months to fi ve years in prison 
after he called police last 
August, fearful a roommate’s 
meth lab would blow up.

Branch County Circuit 
Judge Bill O’Grady said Ham-

ilton, 35, had 
a minor role 
in the Cold-
water case, 
“but I have 
to look at 
your history.” 
Hamilton 

has convictions for aggravated 
assault and strong-armed 
robbery. “I have a concern 
for your violent tendencies,” 
O’Grady said.

There was a suggestion 
Hamilton may have been 
involved in the explosion 
and burning of his mother’s 
rented house on Snow Lake in 
Steuben County last month, 
but Hamilton said that was 
impossible since he was in 
jail for auto theft in DeKalb 
County, Ind.

Hamilton had moved in 
with Brian Hayward and 
Hayward’s mother at 35 
Lucky Drive. He later pur-
chased pseudophedrine for 
Hayward to make meth.

Both men met officers at 
the door and consented to a 
search of the house. When 
offi  cers spotted a marijuana 
pipe and what appeared to be 
a bag of meth, they obtained 
a search warrant.

“I never cooked meth 
before,” Hamilton said, enter-
ing a guilty plea of attempted 
possession of meth. “I was 
new to this corrupt world.”

Hamilton claimed Hayward 
burned meth lab items in the 
trash. “I was scared of all this,” 
Hamilton said. “I was con-
cerned the lab would blow up.”

Hamilton claimed he had 
bought the cold medicine 
and meth to try to work with 
Indiana police to “nail my 
brother.” The defendant had 
been on bond but failed to 
take required drug tests. He 
claimed it was because he 
had a sexually-transmitted 
disease.

METH LAB

Hamilton 
gets prison 
after he 
calls police

By Chris Worst
Twitter: ChrisWorst_TDR

BRANCH COUNTY 
—  T h e  B r a n c h  D i s -
trict Library is currently 
engaged in a county-wide 
project to promote reading.

As it has been for the past 
nine years, March is the 
month of the Branch Dis-
trict Library’s "One Book, 
One Community" program.

This  year ’s  book is 
"Hannah Coulter" by Wen-
dell Berry.

The goal of the program 
is "to get people to read and 
discuss books," said pro-
gram coordinator Denise 
Yennie.

According to Yennie, 
she chose this book after 
a member of the regular 

book club members sug-
gested the club read a book 
by Berry. Roland Stoy, who 
met the author at his Ken-
tucky home in September, 
suggested several of Berry’s 
books and Yennie chose 
"Hannah Coulter."

"It’s a very good book," 
said Stoy.

Published in 2004, 
"Hannah Coulter" follows 
the life of a woman by the 
same name and her expe-
riences during the Great 
Depression, World War II 
and the events thereafter.

"It’s about people in a 
community caring about 
each other," Stoy said. 
"It’s about grace; it’s about 
love."

For the program coor-
dinators, the program is 

about connecting people to 
each other through shared 
reading experiences.

"We want  to  br ing 

everybody together to read 
one book," said Branch 

‘ONE BOOK, ONE COUMMUNITY’

Branch District Library holds discussions

Wendell Berry and his wife Tanya stand on the porch of 
their home in Henry County, Kentucky. ROLAND STOY PHOTO.
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JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF

ASK DR. K

ADVICE | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

DEAR DOCTOR K: I 
recently broke a couple of 
ribs, and the pain is so bad 
I can hardly move. I can’t 
sleep at night and I can’t 
take a deep breath. I went 
to the doctor, but he said 
there isn’t much he can 
do. I was surprised that he 
didn’t even tape up my ribs. 
Is there anything I can do 
to help my ribs heal quicker 
and ease my discomfort?

DEAR READER: I under-
stand why you ask the 
question. If you’ve ever 
fractured a bone, it has 
probably been put in a plas-
ter cast or a splint. Keeping 
the broken parts of the bone 
from moving helps the bone 
heal and reduces the pain. 
The pain from a fracture 
generally occurs when the 
broken parts of the bone 
move. You know the old 
joke: “I’m OK, doc. It only 
hurts when I move.”

And rib fractures, like any 
fracture, do hurt. So why 
didn’t your doctor try to 
keep your broken ribs from 
moving by taping your ribs? 
Here’s the dilemma: Your 
ribs have to move every 
time you take a breath. And 
we all need to breathe.

In addition, after a rib 
fracture, the surrounding 
bones and muscles generally 
hold the bones together well 
enough on their own. Over 
time, the fracture heals and 
the pain goes away.

But that doesn’t mean 
that nothing can be done 
to ease your discomfort 
in the meantime. For any 
fracture, it’s important to 
relieve pain. Relatively 
high doses of painkillers 
available over-the-counter 
can be suffi  cient. That 
includes acetaminophen 
(Tylenol) and nonsteroidal 
anti-infl ammatory drugs 
(NSAIDs) such as ibu-
profen (Advil, Motrin) or 
naproxen (Aleve). If these 
do not provide suffi  cient 
relief, your doctor should 
prescribe a more potent 
prescription painkiller. I 
have prescribed narcotic 
pain relievers such as 
codeine to ease the pain of 
rib fractures.

Your doctor should also 
make sure that nothing 
more serious has happened. 
Sometimes a broken rib 
punctures an artery and 
causes internal bleeding 
around the lung, which can 
cause shortness of breath.

Rarely, a broken rib can 
cause a “punctured lung,” 
or pneumothorax, in which 
the lung collapses and air 
enters the space around 
the lung. This can cause 
severe pain and shortness of 
breath. Occasionally, fl uid 
or air collects outside the 
lung and squeezes the lung. 
This also can cause short-
ness of breath.

How do people frac-
ture ribs? By far the most 
common cause is trauma. 
Another cause is cough-
ing - really strong, repeated 
coughing. Every time a 
person coughs, the muscles 
and bones (ribs) of the chest 
are working extremely hard. 
Air is coming out of your 
mouth at hundreds of miles 
an hour.

Dr. Komaroff  is a physi-
cian and professor at 
Harvard Medical School. 
To send questions, go to 
AskDoctorK.com, or write: 
Ask Doctor K, 10 Shattuck 
St., Second Floor, Boston, 
MA 02115. 

Over-the-
counter 
painkillers 
will treat 
fractured rib

DEAR ABBY: I have 
been married for 40 years. 
Like all married couples, 
we have had our ups and 
downs, but we have a 
good marriage. We have 
two children and fi ve 
grandchildren.

I wouldn’t change any-
thing, except I never had 
an engagement ring. My 
husband has bought jew-
elry for me over the years, 
but never what I really 
want - a diamond ring.

I have hinted to him 
over the last few years, 
left jewelry store catalogs 
and enlisted my sister-in-
law to TELL him. He can 
aff ord it. But he just won’t 
buy one for me.

He has been fi nancially 
helpful to our children 
and is generous to charity. 
But when it comes to this, 
it’s becoming clear that he 
thinks I am just not worth 
it. I feel unloved and 
deeply hurt. It seems my 
needs always come last, 
and this is just one more. 
Any comments?
- DISENGAGED IN 
FLORIDA

DEAR DISENGAGED: 
Yes. Diamonds are min-
erals that have been 
marketed to the public to 
seem like something more. 
Do not let this negatively 
aff ect your relationship 
with your husband. If 
a diamond ring is what 
you want, then consider 
buying one for yourself. 
You wouldn’t be the fi rst 
woman to do it, and you 
won’t be the last.

DEAR ABBY: My girl-
friend of 18 months, 
whom I love with all 
my heart, just learned 
an ex-boyfriend passed 
away. They dated on and 
off  for 10 years, and she’s 
inconsolable.

After their relationship 
ended, she married some-
one else and divorced. I 
am having a really hard 
time with how she’s han-
dling this. Can you please 
help?
- CURRENT MR. RIGHT 
IN RHODE ISLAND

DEAR CURRENT MR. 
RIGHT: Your girlfriend 
may not be mourning the 
death of her former fl ame 
as much as she’s grieving 
a burial of 10 years of her 
history. Give her time and 
let her share her feelings 
with you. If you do, it will 
bring you closer. Do NOT 
allow jealousy to enter into 
the picture. (Remember, 
the man is dead, and YOU 
are her future.)

If her deep grief persists, 
suggest she get grief coun-
seling. That would be the 
most loving and support-
ive thing you could do.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069. 

Man refuses 
to take the 
hint and buy 
his wife a 
diamond

well the students sight-
read music and understand 
it enough to play it in its 
entirety.

The CHS Symphonic 
Band received the high-
est overall score — a one 
across the board. All bands 
that receive an overall one 
rating are then eligible 
to compete in the state 
competition.

"They went to state last 
year and received a one 
rating at state as well," 

said CHS Band Instructor 
Katherine Jewell.

The goal of state is to 
also receive a one rating. 
Jewell believes the stu-
dents will be given a one 
rating again this year.

"I think they can do it; 
they are all great musi-
cians," she said. "They play 

well together and work 
well together. They strive 
to get better and it's privi-
lege to work with them 
every day."

The state competition 
will be held on May 3 at 
Skyline High School in 
Ann Arbor.

"The Coldwater Band 

Boosters are donating the 
money to pay for the bus to 
take the students to state. I 
am grateful and the kids are 
grateful for all their sup-
port," said Jewell. "They 
financially support them 
and physically support 
them by volunteering their 
time to help out."

CHS
From Page A1

Coldwater Symphonic Band received a 1 rating across the board at the District 
festival. COURTESY PHOTO. 

District Library-Bronson 
Branch manager Lynnell 
Eash.

Eash said the types 
of books chosen for the 
program change from 
year to year. Two years 
ago, participants read 
"The Hunger Games," 
which Eash said was 
very popular.

Yennie said a major-
ity of people involved in 
the program are older, 
but people of all age 
groups are encouraged 
to participate.

Engaging with the 
community is what Stoy 
says "Hannah Coulter" is 
all about.

"There is something 
that we have lost in our 
culture, in our society 
— the harmony of neigh-
borhood," Stoy said. "I 
am hoping people take 
away from this a sense of 
what I think really were 
the good old days and 
what has — is — being 
lost in our society."

Discussions in Quincy 
and Union City have 
already happened, but 
the other branches are 
still to hold theirs. A dis-
cussion will take place at 
the Sherwood Branch on 
Tuesday; at the Algansee 
Branch on Wednesday; 
at the Bronson Branch 
on March 22; and a final 
event will take place at 
the Coldwater Branch 
on March 27.

LIBRARY
From Page A1
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On display this month at the Coldwater branch of the Branch District Library is local resident Carol Hodson's 
collection of "Cows on Parade." COURTESY PHOTO.

BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY

‘Cows on Parade’

Know the  
score with 

Bleacher Report

Get all your news 
and sports at 

thedailyreporter.
com
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RECORD | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

Sunday, 
March 23, 2014
■ AA Closed: 1 and 8 p.m. 
meeting at 23 ½   S. Monroe 
St., Coldwater, behind 
Shorty’s Barber Shop. Mes-
sage line at (517) 279-7776.
■ AA: Non-smoking meet-
ings at 4:30 p.m.& 8 p.m. 
at 22 W. Pearl Street, Ste. 
3, Coldwater. For more info 
contact 517-924-0644.
■ The Branch County 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, 220 N. Michigan 
Ave., Coldwater, is collect-
ing old cell phones to be 
recycled. For more informa-
tion, call (517) 278-SAFE 
(7233).
■ The Branch District 
Library is closed. For more 
information, call (517) 
278-2341.
■ We Do Recover group 
of Narcotics Anonymous 
will gather at 6 p.m. for a 
meeting at 22 W. Pearl St., 
Suite 2, Coldwater. Call 
(269) 841-7091 for more 
information.
■ The Community Health 
Center of Branch County 
Lobby Gift Shop is open 
from 1 p.m.to 4 p.m
■ The First Congregational 
Church in Bronson: Open 
Bible Study, 9 a.m.; Pre-
Worship Music, 10 a.m., 
Regular Traditional and 
Contemporary Service, 
10:30 a.m., and Coff ee Hour 
to follow.
■ AA: 7 p.m. at St. Mary’s 
School, 204 Albers Road.
■ Beggars Recycling, 
located on W. Railroad St., 
Bronson, will be accepting 
paper and magazines. No 
plastic or tin cans will be 
accepted.
■ Habitat for Humanity 
has a Nu-Wool trailer for 
newspaper and phone 
book recycling at Needham 
Floors (the former Albright 
building) on M-60 in Union 
City.
■ Tai Chi class will be held 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at 
the First Congregational 
Church in Union City. For 
more information, call Deb 
Geiger at (517) 741-7528.
■ The Girard United Meth-
odist Church will off er two 
services — a traditional 
service at 9:30 a.m. and a 
praise and worship service 
at 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school will take place at 
10:30 a.m. and children’s 
Sunday school will be 
off ered during both services 
for preschool through sixth-
grade students. The youth 
group meets from 5-7 p.m. 
and nursery care is provid-
ing during both morning 
services. Call (517) 279-
9418 for more information.
■ The Welcome Home 
Group, 27 S. Manning, 
Hillsdale, will be the site of 
a Unity Service Recovery at 
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Call 
(517) 437-3516 for more 
information.
■ Non-smoking AA at 
10:30 a.m. and 8 p.m. in 
the downstairs at the Hope 
House, 401 W. Chicago, 
Jonesville.

Monday, 
March 24, 2014
■ WIC & Immunizations, 
570 Marshall Rd., Cold-
water, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. RD, 
517-279-9561.
■ Bronson VFW#5003 will 
meet at 7 p.m.
■ The Common Sense 
Patriots Town Hall, 5:30 
p.m. at the Community 
Health Center’s Volunteers 
Conference Center (old 
K-Mart), 370 E. Chicago St., 
Coldwater.
■ AA: closed meeting at 7 
a.m., noon and 8 p.m. at 23 
½   S. Monroe St., Coldwater, 
behind Shorty’s Barber 
Shop. Message line at (517) 
279-7776.
■ AA: Non-smoking meet-
ings at 4:30 p.m.& 8 p.m. 
at 22 W. Pearl Street, Ste. 
3, Coldwater. For more info 
contact 517-924-0644.
■ A pain and anxiety 
program will take place 
from noon to 1 p.m. Call 
(732) 940-9658 for more 
information.
■ The Branch County 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, 220 N. Michigan 
Ave., Coldwater, is collect-
ing old cell phones to be 
recycled. For more informa-
tion, call (517) 278-SAFE 
(7233).
■ Beginnings Care for Life 
Center, 213 Marshall St., 
Coldwater, is open from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. 
for clients. Business hours 
are from 1-4 p.m.
■ The Arthritis Aquatic Class 
will take place from 8:30-
9:30 a.m. or 12-1 p.m. at the 
Community Health Center 
of Branch County. Call 
(517) 279-5457 for more 
information.
■ Walk for ME will meet at 
Heritage Park, Coldwater. 
Call (517) 781-6499 for more 
information.
■ The Coach Eby Youth 
and Family Center, 89 W. 
Chicago Street, Coldwa-
ter, will have after school 
gym time for grades sixth 
through 12th from 3-5 p.m. 
For more information, call 
517-278-5031.
■ We Do Recover group 
of Narcotics Anonymous 
will gather at 6 p.m. for a 
meeting at 22 W. Pearl St., 
Suite 2, Coldwater. Call 
(269) 841-7091 for more 
information.
■ The Reformation 
Lutheran Church in Coldwa-
ter will host Women’s Bible 
Study from 6-7 p.m.
■ Sauk Trail Sound Chorus 
of Sweet Adelines will 
rehearse at the H&C Burn-
side Senior Center at 7 p.m. 
Ladies of all ages are invited 
to join in singing four-part 
barbershop music.
■ Euchre: 6 p.m. at Coldwa-
ter American Legion. Public 
welcome.
■ The H&C Burnside Senior 
Center n Open from 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Exercise room 
open 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., 
Library open 8 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m., Wood Shop open 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Creative 
Quilters 9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m., 
Penny Bingo 9 a.m., Zumba 
Gold class 9:45 a.m., Bridge 
12:30 p.m., Hand & Foot 
canasta 1 p.m., Knitting 

class 1 p.m., Euchre 1:15 
p.m., Ladies in The Wood 
Shop 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
■ Community Action 
Congregate Dining at noon, 
suggested donation of 
$2.75. Call 517-279-8249 for 
more information.
■ The Branch District 
Library, 10 E. Chicago St., 
Coldwater, is open from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. For more 
information, call 1-877-422-
2726 to reserve a meal.
■ The Friendship Center, 
493 Marshall St., Coldwater, 
is open from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. For more information, 
call 517-278-4103.
■ The Community Health 
Center of Branch County 
Lobby Gift Shop is open 
from 9 a.m.to 6 p.m.
■ The Bronson TOPS Club 
Chapter #367 will meet in 
the basement of the First 
Congregational Church, 139 
W. Chicago Rd., Bronson. 
Weigh-in 8:45 a.m., meeting 
at 9:15 a.m. For more infor-
mation call 517-238-2113 or 
517-369-9117.
■ Beggars Recycling, 
located on W. Railroad St., 
Bronson, will be accepting 
paper and magazines. No 
plastic or tin cans will be 
accepted.
■ The Branch County Com-
munity Band is looking for 
new members. Rehears-
als are at 7:30 p.m. in the 
band room at Quincy High 
School. Call (517) 639-4595 
for more information.
■ Habitat for Humanity 
has a Nu-Wool trailer for 
newspaper and phone 
book recycling at Needham 
Floors (the former Albright 
building) on M-60 in Union 
City.
■ The Welcome Home 
Group, 27 S. Manning, 
Hillsdale, will be the site of 
a Unity Service Recovery at 
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Call 
(517) 437-3516 for more 
information.
■ Non-smoking AA at 9 a.m. 
and 8 p.m. in the downstairs 
at the Hope House, 401 W. 
Chicago, Jonesville.
■ Grounded in Grace Coff ee 
Shop, 360 E. Chicago, 
Jonesville, next door to the 
First Presbyterian Church, 
will be open 8 a.m. - 12 
p.m. with lots of choices of 
fl avored coff ees teas and 
hot cocoa. You can follow 
them on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/Grounded-
InGraceCoff eeHouse or 
at their website at www.
groundedingracecoff ee.
com. If Jonesville Schools 
are closed, the coff ee shop 
will also be closed.
■ Sturgis Friendship 
Center: organ music at 11 
a.m., bingo from 12:30 p.m. 
to 2 p.m., euchre, pool and 
cards from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon.
■ Get Fit! will be off ered 
from 4-5 p.m. at Athens 
Middle School in the all-
purpose room. For more 
information, call (269) 
729-4088.

If you have events you 
wish to place in the cal-
endar please email them 
to mbeckmeyer@thedai-
lyreporter.com or FAX to 
517-278-6041.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

The Daily Reporter

B R O N S O N  —  T h e 
Bronson Library recently 
announced the winner of 
its “Beat the Winter Blahs” 
contest, which was held 
from Jan. 15 to Feb. 26 for 

adults.
Contestants had a special 

bookmark on which they 
wrote down the titles of 
fi ve books they read. Once 
they turned in the book-
mark they received a mug 
with a hot chocolate packet, 

a bookmark and chocolate 
kisses. Their names were 
then entered into a drawing 
for a grand prize goodie bag.

5 2  p e o p l e  p a r t i c i -
pated this year, and Betty 
Zabonick won the goodie 
bag.

BRONSON LIBRARY

‘Beat the Winter Blahs’ 
winner announced

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — As trial 
approaches for Coldwater 
businessman Jason Moore, 
41, on charges of obtain-
ing property under false 
pretenses, Branch County 
Prosecutor Ralph Kimble 
has added a new charge — 
failure to fi le and pay sales 
tax.

In January 2012, Michi-
gan State Police (MSP) 
began an investigation and 
alleged Moore scammed 
numerous sporting goods 
companies out of more 
than $150,000 in goods. 
Troopers located merchan-
dise — including 20 canoes, 
20 kayaks and fi shing poles 

— in storage 
lockers near 
Coldwater 
Lake.

Moore 
o p e n e d  a 
fi ctitious 
business 

and claimed to be a sport-
ing goods retailer, placing 
orders throughout the 
nation. The merchandise 
was received and some 
sold, but Moore didn’t pay 
the bills, according to MSP.

When the case got ready 
for trial in fall of 2012, the 
former prosecutor had to 
dismiss the case because of 
problems with out-of-state 
businesses tying Moore to 
the purchases.

When Kimble took offi  ce, 

he filed two new cases of 
obtaining property under 
false pretenses, a fi ve-year 
felony.

M S P  s a i d  M o o r e 
obtained more than $1,000 
in boat docks and lifts 
from Kinderhook resident 
Arthur Hart II and never 
paid for them. It also 
charged him with obtain-
ing other sports gear from 
Naomi O’Donnell — worth 
more than $1,000 — and 
never paying her.

Kimble added a third 
charge, claiming Moore 
purchased tree stands 
from Family Tradition Tree 
Stands and failed to pay for 
them.

All the cases are set for 
trial this spring.

CIRCUIT COURT

Tax charges added against Moore

Moore

Wednesday, 
March 19, 2014
■ Harassment, 70 block of 
N. Hudson St., 3:23 a.m.
■ Car/deer accident, 100 
block of E. Southern Rd., 
8:04 a.m.
■ Suspicious situation, 200 
block of E. Chicago St., 9:48 
a.m.
■ Suspicious situation, 100 
block of E. Copeland Rd., 
12:22 p.m.
■ Property damage acci-
dent, 400 block of E. 
Chicago St., 1:59 p.m.
■ Fraudulent activities, 600 
block of E. Chicago Rd., 2:22 
p.m.
■ Assault, 500 block of Mar-
shall Rd., 2:37 p.m.
■ Animal complaint, 300 
block of E. Corey St., 2:57 
p.m.

■ Suspicious situation, 1000 
block of Dean Rd., 6:26 p.m.

Thursday, 
March 20, 2014
■ Harassment, 20 block of 
E. Montgomery St., 3:22 
a.m.
■ Hit and run accident, 500 
block of Jonesville Rd., 4:39 
a.m.
■ Suspicious person, 400 
block of Marshall St., 6:41 
a.m.
■ Larceny, 100 block of W. 
Nettleman Rd., 8:06 a.m.
■ Suspicious situation, 
700 block of E. Chicago St., 
10:04 a.m.
■ Suspicious situation, 300 
block of Taggart Rd., 10:29 
a.m.
■ Animal complaint (AC), 
900 block of S. Fremont Rd., 

10:33 a.m.
■ Suspicious situation, 
400 block of E. Chicago St., 
10:39 a.m.
■ Burglary, 100 block of 
Nettleman Rd., 11:32 a.m.
■ AC, 60 block of S. Fremont 
St., 11:38 a.m.
■ Property damage acci-
dent, 700 block of E. 
Chicago St., 12:32 p.m.
■ Fraudulent activities, 200 
block of Donnell Dr., 3:26 
p.m.
■ Suspicious situation, 200 
block of Ellen St., 4:05 p.m.
■ Parking complaint, 100 
block of Taylor St., 4:24 p.m.
■ AC, 800 block of Marshall 
Rd., 5:27 p.m.
■ Retail fraud, 300 block of 
W. Chicago St., 6:11 p.m.
■ AC, 90 block of S. Hudson 
St., 7:47 p.m.
■ Harassment, 100 block of 
Winona St., 9:46 p.m.

911 LOG

Get all your news and sports at 
thedailyreporter.com

Today is Saturday, March 22, 
the 81st day of 2014. There 
are 284 days left in the year.

Today’s High-
light in History
On March 22, 1934, the 
fi rst Masters Tournament 
opened under the title 
“Augusta National Invitation 

Tournament,” which was 
won three days later by 
Horton Smith.

On this date
In 1312, Pope Clement V 
issued a papal bull ordering 
dissolution of the Order of 
the Knights Templar.
In 1638, religious dissident 

Anne Hutchinson was 
expelled from the Mas-
sachusetts Bay Colony for 
defying Puritan orthodoxy.
In 1765, the British Parlia-
ment passed the Stamp 
Act of 1765 to raise money 
from the American colonies, 
which fi ercely resisted the 
tax. (The Stamp Act was 
repealed a year later.)

TODAY IN HISTORY

517-369-2253

275 Fischers Hide A Way • Bronson
Matteson Lake front home featuring 3 Bedrooms
2 1/2 Baths,  beautiful deck, walk-out basement

and huge gorgeous yard. MLS #13065557

949 Wattles Road • Sherwood
Features include 7 Bedrooms, 4 Baths,

Large Kitchen-Dining area w/Breakfast Bar and
Center Island. MLS #13059385

833 Blue Heron • Bronson
Beautifully decorated double lake lot with 4
Bedroom, 3 Bath home with enclosed porch

and pole barn. MLS #14006082
Martha Schumacher Broker, Owner

call 517-369-2253 or text 517-227-0898
martha7810@yahoo.com_____________________

Naomi Gates, Martha’s Personal Assistant,
at 814-944-7997 or 814-934-5011

or email purpleangelz50@yahoo.com

Megan VonDeylen 517-736-4677 
MeganVonDeylen@live.com_____________________
Tim Minor 517-736-4482 
TimMinor45@hotmail.com_____________________

Jesse Hochstedler - Jay’s Auctions
269-432-3169

Tara Hemker 517-617-5444
t_hemker@hotmail.com_____________________

Debra Wheaton
Administrative Assistant   517-227-0945
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AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

BATTLE CREEK — As 
part of Red Cross Month, 
the American Red Cross 
of Branch and Calhoun 
counties is offering free, 
life-saving Citizen CPR 
classes to the community. 
Citizen CPR is a 30-minute 
class that teaches people 
the basics of hands-only 
CPR.

"The class may be only 
half an hour, but in that 
time you could learn to save 
a life," said Katy Lagoni, 
branch manager at the 
Red Cross of Branch and 
Calhoun counties. "March 
is Red Cross Month, and 
we want to show our 

community that we are here 
to help them."

The classes are being 
offered free of charge to 
the public through the 
beginning of April. No reg-
istration is required. The 
locations and dates of the 
classes being held in the 
area are:

■  H O M E R  P U B L I C 
LIBRARY 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 27

■ MARSHALL DISTRICT 

LIBRARY 2-3 p.m. March 
30

■  ALBION DISTRICT 
LIBRARY 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Monday, March 31

■ COLDWATER BRANCH 
LIBRARY 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 2 and 6-7 
p.m. Monday, April 7

In addition, the Red 
Cross will be at each class 
off ering information about 
volunteering opportunities 
with the organization.

SAVE A LIFE

By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

COLDWATER — Pro-
fessional cartoonist Jonny 
Hawkins will be sharing 
his creativity to children 
ages 4 and up at the 
Coldwater branch of the 
Branch District Library’s 
Kids’ Place on Saturday 
at noon.

Hawkins  fi rst  read 
a b o u t  c a r t o o n i n g  a t 
his local library, where 
he researched the diff erent 
aspects of the topic.

“I enjoy the creativity 
and humor of it —I love 
humor,” said Hawkins.

He began his career in 
1990 and since then his 
work has been included 
in over 600 publications, 
including “Chicken Soup 
For The Soul” books, 

page-a-day calendars and 
his own books.

He pulls his inspira-
tion from real-life events 
and credits his grandfa-
ther with passing on the 
humor.

“My grandfather was a 
very funny man. My par-
ents always encouraged 
me to follow my dreams. 
Going to the library helped 

me decide my career path,” 
said Hawkins. “I Love to 
inspire kids to follow their 
dreams, I enjoy interact-
ing with them.”

Hawkins’ books can 
be purchased through 
Amazon.

SHARING CREATIVITY

Hawkins presents cartooning 101

The Citizen CPR class is a 30-minute session that teaches people the basics of 
hands-only CPR. COURTESY PHOTO

Red Cross off ers 
Citizen CPR classes

More information
For more information on how to give, get trained or get 
involved with the American Red Cross, visit redcross.org or 
call 1-800-RED-CROSS.

Get all your news and sports 
at thedailyreporter.com

Hawkins. COURTESY PHOTO. 

“My grandfather 
was a very funny 
man. My parents 
always encouraged 
me to follow my 
dreams. Going to 
the library helped 
me decide my 
career path.”
—Jonny Hawkins

Join our 
local news 
panel and

tell us what 
matters 
most to you.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO JOIN?
We’ll send you an occasional email, asking you 
to take no more than 6 brief surveys over 
the next 6 months. We want to know how 
we’re doing, what we can do better, and what
you’d like to see in your local newspaper. 
And, just for a few minutes of your time, 

YOU’LL BE ENTERED TO WIN
A $500 GIFT CARD*
for each survey you take.

BE THE
VOICE
OF YOUR
COMMUNITY.

LOCAL NEWS 
MATTERS.

GET INVOLVED 
TODAY. 
Add url xxxxxxxxxxxxx.com

*See website for offi cial rules

Ad newspaper logo here

www.thedailyreporter.com

$24
t 

$
tarting aS

24$24$
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Bronson school 
board seeks input 
on superintendent

BRONSON — The Bron-
son Community Schools 
Board of Education has 
begun the search process 
to fi nd the district’s new 
superintendent. Assisting 
the board is the Michigan 
Association of School 
Boards (MASB), a service 
organization that supports 
the work of school boards 
throughout Michigan. 
Dr. Rodney Green is the 
consultant who will be 
assisting the board with 
this process.

As the profi le of the ideal 
candidate is developed, the 
board is soliciting com-
munity and staff  input. 
Residents of the district, 
all staff  and administration 
are encouraged to partici-
pate in the process.

An online survey 
available at this URL: 
https://www.sur-
veymonkey.com/s/
bronsonsearchsurvey

Survey responses are 
sent directly to MASB in 
Lansing for tabulation. 
The Board will publicly 
consider the input received 
and develop a candidate 
profi le which will guide the 
process as candidates are 
recruited and selected for 
public interview. The board 
expects to select the new 
superintendent in June of 
2014.

Heroin addicts 
face barriers 
to treatment 

NEW YORK — As the 
ranks of heroin users rise, 
increasing numbers of 
addicts are looking for help 
but are failing to fi nd it — 
because there are no beds 
in packed facilities, treat-
ment is hugely expensive 
and insurance companies 
won’t pay for inpatient 
rehab. Some users over-
come their addictions in 
spite of the obstacles. But 
many struggle and fail. 

Ships race to 
investigate signals 
in search

PERTH, Australia — 
Searchers hunting for the 
missing Malaysia Airlines 
jet raced toward a patch of 
the southern Indian Ocean 
on Sunday to determine 
whether a few brief sounds 
picked up by underwater 
equipment came from the 
plane’s black boxes, whose 
battery-powered pingers 
are on the verge of dying 
out. 

NATION/WORLD
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By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

C O L D W A T E R  — 
D e v e l o p e r  J e n n i f e r 
Wingard took title to the 
Kerr Building Wednesday 
night when Downtown 
Development Authority 
(DDA) chairman Brad 
Rockey executed a deed 

transferring 61-69 W. 
Chicago Street to JMWin-
gard, LLC.

A building permit was 
issued to Foulke Construc-
tion of Hillsdale to begin 
work next week.

W i n g a r d ,  a s 
president of the corpo-
ration, will convert the 
historic 32,000 square-

feet, three-story structure 
into 14 rental-apartment 
u n i t s  a n d  t h r e e  f i r s t 
floor commercial-rental 
spaces.

The DDA purchased the 
old hardware company in 
the 1990's for $250,000 
from a bank in hopes 
of finding a developer. 
Numerous people looked at 

the old brick structure, but 
only a couple even made an 
effort to find a future for 
the building.

In  2 0 0 6 ,  t h e  D DA 
considered tearing the 
building down; the pro-
posal was opposed by the 
local historical society.

Only Wingard has stuck 
in finding the Bank of 

Holland as a lender. The 
bank, plus the grants, tax 
credits and her invest-
ment, will finally bring 
the $5.5 million project 
to construction.

The work on the build-
ing must be completed 
before the end of the year 
to satisfy requirements for 
historic tax credits.

COLDWATER

Kerr building construction set to begin

COLDWATER

Construction underway 
on new aquatic center

Construction has 
begun on the Dr. 
Robert W. Browne 
Aquatic Center in 
Coldwater. The site 
is just to the north of 
Legg Middle School. 
COURTESY PHOTOS

By Frederic J. Frommer
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — To 
some people in Virginia, 
the fi ght over legalization of 
same-sex marriage echoes a 

decades-old battle over the 
state’s 1924 law banning 
marriage between white 
and black people.

“You’re talking about 
pure prejudice as the basis 
of both laws,” argued Philip 

J. Hirschkop, who as a 
young lawyer in the 1960s 
represented an interracial 
couple that successfully 
challenged Virginia’s ban 
on “miscegenation,” or 
mixing of the races.

B u t  o p p o n e n t s  o f 
gay marriage reject the 
comparison.

“It’s a slur and a slander 
on all those Americans 
who understand that there 
is something unique and 

special about husbands 
and wives coming together
in marriage,” said Brian 
Brown, president of the 
National Organization for 

GAY RIGHTS

Some hear race echoes in Va. gay marriage ban

SEE ECHOES, A5

MON

48/38

TUE

51 /28

WED

56/37
Complete forecast, A2

To subscribe
Call (517) 278-2318 for 
subscription and delivery 
information.

By Chris Worst
Twitter: @ChrisWorst_TDR

BRONSON — Tradi-
tional CPR involves the use 
of chest compressions to 
pump blood throughout the 
body and “rescue breaths” 
that force air into the lungs.

T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r, 
another form of CPR which, 
in a pinch, can help save a 
life.

Accord-
ing to Katy 
Lagoni of the 
American 
Red Cross , 
approximately 

one in four people will 
find themselves in a situ-
ation that requires CPR at 
some point in their lives. 
While most people have no 
problem performing chest 
compressions, mouth-
to-mouth resuscitation is 
another story.

“A lot of people don’t feel 
comfortable doing that,” 
said Lagoni. This fear can 
derive from a variety of 
sources, including a fear of 
being infected by a disease. 
Lagoni said that this hesita-
tion can keep people from 
performing CPR, and this 
could lead to a loss of a life.

Hands-only CPR uses 
only the chest-compression 
aspect of the technique and 
skips the rescue breaths. 
While not as eff ective as the 
full version of CPR, it can 
be effective and is better 
than nothing, Lagoni said.

T h e  A m e r i c a n  R e d 
Cross is offering a course 

BRANCH DISTRICT 
LIBRARY-BRONSON 
BRANCH

Hands-
only CPR 
class to 
be held

SEE CPR,  A5

The Daily Reporter
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Marriage, a Washington-
based group that opposes 
same-sex marriage.

In 1958,  two Vir-
ginia residents, Mildred 
Loving, a black woman, 
and her white husband, 
Richard Loving, went 
to Washington, D.C., to 
get married. After they 
returned to Virginia, 
police burst into their 
bedroom in the middle 
of the night, and arrested 
them for violating the 
Racial Integrity Act of 
1924. Their one-year jail 
sentence was suspended 
on the condition that they 
leave Virginia for 25 years.

The U.S. Supreme 
Court, in a unanimous 
1967 decision, struck down 
the Virginia law — and 
similar ones in roughly 
one-third of the states.

“There can be no doubt 
that restricting the free-
dom to marry solely 
because of racial clas-
sifications violates the 
central meaning of the 
Equal Protection Clause,” 
Chief Justice Earl Warren 
wrote in the landmark 
ruling.

In February, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Arenda Wright 
Allen tossed Virginia’s ban 
on same-sex marriage, 
concluding it, too, vio-
lated the Constitution’s 
Equal Protection Clause. 
She also made a direct 
link to the Loving case of 
47 years ago.

“Tradition is revered in 
the Commonwealth, and 
often rightly so. However, 
tradition alone cannot 
justify denying same-sex 
couples the right to marry 
any more than it could 
justify Virginia’s ban on 
interracial marriage,” she 
wrote.

Brown countered that 
there is more to banning 
gay marriage than pre-
serving tradition.

“It’s biology, not big-
otry, that defines the 
diff erence between men 
and women,” he said. 
“Laws against interracial 
marriage were obviously 
wrong, and they had to 
do with the evils of slav-
ery, and our own history 
of racism in this country.”

The trial judge in the 
Loving case had declared, 
“Almighty God created the 
races white, black, yellow, 
malay and red, and he 
placed them on separate 
continents. And, but for 
the interference with his 
arrangement, there would 
be no cause for such mar-
riage. The fact that he 
separated the races shows 
that he did not intend for 
the races to mix.”

ECHOES
From Page A1

JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF

ASK DR. K

ADVICE | NEWS
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

DEAR DOCTOR K: I 
know we need protein in 
our diets and that beans 
are a good source. But I’ve 
read that meat is a great 
source of protein and iron. 
Which is a better choice?

DEAR READER: Meat 
is an excellent source 
of protein and iron, but 
unfortunately, red meat is 
also full of saturated fat — 
one of the “bad” fats.

Leaner cuts contain less 
saturated fat, but eating 
lean red meat still causes 
you to consume lots of sat-
urated fat. The saturated 
fat is not always visible: In 
addition to the layer of fat 
that may cover a cut of red 
meat, and any visible fat 
“marbled” inside the meat, 
there is plenty of invisible 
saturated fat. Just because 
you can’t see it doesn’t 
mean it’s not there.

That’s why I generally 
avoid red meats more than 
once a week. In contrast, 
I have a salad sprinkled 
with beans nearly every 
day. Over the years, many 
good studies have linked 
high-meat diets to heart 
disease and certain types 
of cancer. Particularly bad 
for us are processed meats 
that use red meat as a 
source, such as salami.

Beans (particularly 
legumes such as lentils, 
chickpeas and soybeans, 
and dry beans and peas 
such as black, lima, fava, 
pinto, kidney and navy) 
also contain many impor-
tant nutrients. (On my 
website, AskDoctorK.
com, I’ve put a table listing 
nutrients found in a vari-
ety of beans.)

People who regularly 
eat beans generally have 
lower body weight, waist 
circumference and blood 
pressure. Beans are also 
high in fi ber, which helps 
prevent diabetes and 
improve cholesterol levels.

You may worry about 
bloating and gas. To 
minimize the problem, 
introduce legumes into 
your diet slowly. Or try 
an over-the-counter 
enzyme such as Beano 
to help metabolize the 
diffi  cult-to-digest complex 
carbohydrates found in 
beans.

As for red meat, I’m not 
saying you should never 
eat it. I enjoy a good steak 
now and then (though I 
strip off  the visible fat). 
But I used to eat red meat 
fi ve or six times a week, 
and I’ve long since stopped 
that. I pretty much always 
avoid processed meats.

Speaking of healthy 
foods, in a recent column 
I recommended several 
servings of fi sh per week as 
treatment for age-related 
macular degeneration 
(AMD), a serious eye 
condition. A reader wrote 
me to ask if that advice has 
been proven.

I recommended regular 
fi sh meals because large 
observational studies have 
found that people with 
higher fi sh intake are less 
likely to develop AMD. 
We use randomized trials 
to prove that a treatment 
works, in people who 
already have a disease. To 
my knowledge, there never 
has been a large random-
ized trial comparing the 
progression of AMD in 
people who eat fi sh several 
times per week versus 
people who eat no fi sh.

Beans 
are good 
sources 
of protein 

DEAR ABBY: My 1-year-
old baby recently passed 
away. I have two other 
children, one with special 
needs. I fi nd it irritating 
and not at all comforting 
when people tell me that “at 
least I have other children 
and that I should concen-
trate on them.”

How can I politely tell 
them that I have never 
stopped taking care of my 
other children, and that 
nothing eases the pain of 
burying your child?
- MOURNING MY BABY 
IN PUERTO RICO

DEAR MOURNING: Please 
accept my deepest sympa-
thy for the loss of your child. 
My heart goes out to you.

While I can imagine that 
you might be tempted to 
lash out at these insensi-
tive individuals, I hope you 
realize their comments are 
made out of ignorance. 
Sometimes it isn’t what you 
say as much as how you say 
it. In a case like this, exactly 
what you have written to 
me would be an appropriate 
response as long as it is said 
calmly and without anger.

DEAR ABBY: My daugh-
ter was married for eight 
years before divorcing her 
cheating husband. They 
have two children. When 
my daughter found out 
about the aff air, she was 
inconsolable. The girl-
friend actually phoned her 
and said, “Why are you so 
upset? Everyone cheats!”

Now, two years later, 
the girlfriend is pregnant. 
My daughter would like a 
paternity test done before 
the kids are introduced to 
this new child. She thinks 
it would be harmful if they 
are introduced to a new 
half-sibling who may later 
prove to belong to another 
man. (“Everyone cheats”?)

What do you think about 
this? Is it wrong for my 
daughter to want proof that 
this is her ex’s baby? He 
feels certain he’s the father, 
but he also knows the other 
woman has kept in touch 
with her ex-boyfriend.
- JUST WONDERING IN 
CONNECTICUT

DEAR JUST WONDER-
ING: If your daughter’s ex 
wants to claim paternity 
without a paternity test, 
there is no legal basis I can 
think of to prevent him 
from being considered the 
father. While your daughter 
has reason to be angry at 
her ex and to dislike the 
woman with whom he 
cheated, she can’t prevent 
her children from seeing the 
baby if he wants them to.

DEAR ABBY: What is the 
best way to answer your 
children when they ask if 
you have taken drugs? I 
smoked a little marijuana 
back in college, but stopped 
before graduation and I 
haven’t done it since.

My children are about 
ready to go to high school. 
I have avoided answer-
ing their questions in the 
past, but I know I’ll have to 
say something sometime. 
What?
- TONGUE-TIED IN ANYT-
OWN, USA

DEAR TONGUE-TIED: 
I don’t believe in lying to 
children. When you are 
asked, tell them you tried 
it in college, didn’t like it 
and considered it a waste 
of time. Then tell them that 
as long as they are living 
under your roof, using ANY 
illegal substance will not be 
condoned.

Words don’t 
comfort 
mother who 
lost baby

in hands-only CPR at the 
Branch District Library-
Bronson Branch on April 
23. According to branch 
manager Lynnell Eash, a 
class on the same subject 
was held on March 19 but 
no one showed up.

Eash hopes to have a 
turnout for the next event. 
The class is “a public 
service,” Eash said. The 
course will take approxi-
mately 30 minutes, which 
is far shorter than full 
CPR courses that can last 
six or eight hours.

“A lot of what this is 
making it accessible,” 
Lagoni said. Helping 
someone in time is essen-
tial; every minute a person 
is in cardiac arrest, they 
are 10 percent more 
likely to experience last-
ing damage, Lagoni said.

“Personally, I feel (this 
class) is fantastic,” said 
Jess Coffman, a worker 
with the Red Cross who 
will help teach the class. 
“You never know when 
an emergency is going to 
happen.”

“We want (people) to 
be performing CPR accu-
rately,” said Skylar Larsen, 
a Red Cross worker who 

will also help teach the 
class. She said the class 
gives “a good taste” of 
what CPR is and can be 
helpful. “The more people 
who know about it, the 
better chance a person has 
of surviving,” she added.

The Bronson class is 
geared towards seniors. 
For more information, 
contact Lynnell Eash at 
369-3785. Red Cross vol-
unteers can get free, full 
CPR training; for more 
information on this or 
learn about other ways to 
help, contact Jess Coff-
man at jessica.coff man@
redcross.org, or visit www.
redcross.org.

CPR
From Page A1

By Jim Kuhnhenn
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Lack-
ing congressional support to 
raise wages or end gender 
pay disparities, President 
Barack Obama is again 
imposing his policies on 
federal contractors, in keep-
ing with presidents’ tradition 
of exerting their powers on a 
fraction of the economy they 
directly control.

Obama will sign an execu-
tive order Tuesday barring 
federal contractors from 
retaliating against employ-
ees who discuss their pay 
with each other. The order 
is similar to language in a 
Senate bill aimed at clos-
ing a pay gap between men 
and women. That measure 
is scheduled for a vote this 
week, but is unlikely to pass.

The president also will 
direct the Labor Department 
to adopt rules requiring fed-
eral contractors to provide 
compensation data based 
on sex and race.

He plans to sign the two 
executive orders during an 

event at the White House 
where he will be joined by 
Lilly Ledbetter, whose name 
appears on a pay discrimina-
tion law Obama signed in 
2009.

The moves 
showcase 
Obama’s 
efforts  to 
seek action 
without con-
gressional 
approval and 
demonstrate 

that even without legislation, 
the president can drive eco-
nomic policy. At the same 
time, they show the limits 
of his ambition when he 
doesn’t have the support of 
Congress for his initiatives.

Republicans say Obama 
is pushing his executive 
powers too far and should do 
more to work with Congress. 
His new executive orders 
are sure to lead to criticism 
that he is placing an undue 
burden on companies and 
increasing their costs.

Federal contracting covers 
about one-quarter of the 
U.S. workforce and includes 

companies ranging from 
Boeing to small parts suppli-
ers and service providers. As 
a result, presidential direc-
tives can have a wide and 
direct impact. Such actions 
also can be largely symbolic, 
designed to spur action in 
the broader economy.

“This really is about 
giving people access to 
more information both 
to help them make deci-
sions at the policy level 
but also for individuals,” 
said Heather Boushey, 
executive director and 
chief economist at the 
Washington Center for 
Equitable Growth. She 
has been working with 
the administration to get 
compensation informa-
tion about the nation’s 
workforce.

“This is definitely an 
encouraging first step,” 
she said.

Federal contractors, 
however, worry that addi-
tional compensation data 
could be used to fuel wage 
related lawsuits, said 
James Plunkett, director 

of labor policy at the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce.

What’s more, he said, 
such orders create a two-
tiered system where rules 
apply to federal contrac-
tors but not to other 
employers. Those con-
tractors, knowing that 
their business relies on 
the government, are less 
likely to put up a fi ght, he 
said.

“Federal contractors 
ultimately know that they 
have to play nicely to a cer-
tain extent with the federal 
government,” he said.

In a separate action 
Monday, Obama intends 
to announce 24 schools 
that will share more than 
$100 million in grants to 
redesign themselves to 
better prepare high school 
students for college or for 
careers. The awards are 
part of an order Obama 
signed last year. Money 
for the program comes 
from fees that companies 
pay for visas to hire foreign 
workers for specialized 
jobs.
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Mary supports 
the library

To the Editor:
Mary Smith, at 98, 

continues to be a bright 
and positive woman as 
well as a pleasure to visit 
at Masonville.

She has had many 
blessings in her long life, 
including a wonderful 
marriage with Woody, suc-
cessful motherhood and 
the loving adoption of a 
community in Coldwater 
and Branch County.

She is a woman who 
counts, gives thanks for 
and takes pleasure in her 
blessings.

A relatively recent 
blessing was the success-
ful Tibbits Opera House 
restoration campaign 
that some told her at the 
beginning would never be 
successful. A believer in 
the dream, she was at the 
forefront of those who saw 
the $1.2 million project 
for the historic landmark 
become a reality.

Mary has memories that 
are golden. She recently, 
in a discussion regarding 
the campaign to restore 
services to libraries in the 
Branch District Library 
(BDL) system with a small 
millage, talked of her 
belief in the importance of 
education, love for books 
and the love of books that 
her children learned.

She recalled with a smile 
her son Jim at a young 
age, perched in a tree in 
the back yard reading a 
book and how he learned 
to sometimes delegate 
responsibility for chores 
to his younger brother 
Tom so as to not have 
time taken away from his 
reading.

Of course, there is much 
more than books now 
throughout the six branch 
libraries and as for educa-
tion, there is something 
in them for everyone in 
every area of interest. This 
was demonstrated in the 
recent “Geek” campaign 
funded by the philan-
thropy of Bill and Melinda 
Gates.

Mary was one of the 
more than 240 people, 
young and old, who 
participated as a “Geek” — 
and she now supports the 
millage for the BDL on the 
Aug. 5 primary ballot.

As is the Tibbits, the 
library system is a key 

ingredient in the quality of 
life of this area.
Roland Stoy, Coldwater

Enough about the 
problem: What’s the 
solution?

To the Editor:
I keep reading and 

hearing all this negative 
responses to “Obamacare” 
— but never one answer 
on what to replace it with 
or how to fi x it.

At least this present 
president has made an 
eff ort to bring our country 
up to the health standards 
of the other developed 
countries around the 
world. I for one am tired 
of all these Republican 
attack tactics being used 
to malign the Democrats 
and yet never come up 
with a better plan. All they 
can say is “do away with 
Obamacare,” but never 
how they’d do it better.

I realize that it’s not 
a perfect answer to the 
health care system but it’s 
the best thing we’ve have 
ever been off ered to date. 
I would think if they’ve 
got a better plan we’d have 
heard it by now. Maybe if 
we’d take away the politi-
cians’ health care and put 
them under what we have 
we’d all have one hell of a 
good health care plan for 
everyone.

I’ll bet they’ve never 
had a child with a seri-
ous illness that wiped out 
their entire savings not 
once but twice. Well, I 
have — and nobody should 
have to go through what 
I did because of a lack of 
enough money to get the 
care my child needed.

It’s time to quit using 
healthcare as a political 
tool and get down to work-
ing on fi xing what needs 
to be fi xed, make better 
what could be better. We 
as Americans deserve 
better from both parties. 
I haven’t seen this much 
fi nger-pointing since I 
was a child and someone 
was in trouble with their 
parents.

Not once (in his recent 
letter to the editor) did Mr. 
(Robert) Foote say how 
he’d fi x it or do it another 
way. I say it’s time to stop 
all this drivel and put your 
money where your mouth 
is — and this goes for the 
rest of the naysayers.
Robert Murray, Coldwater

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

First Amendment
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for 
a redress of grievances.

S tudents at Coldwater 
Community Schools 
in grades 3-9 took 

the MEAP test in October.
Math and reading 

are assessed every year 
through eighth grade. 
Writing is assessed in 
fourth and seventh grades, 
science in fi fth and eighth 
grades and social studies 
in sixth and ninth grades.

Scores were just recently 
released to the public 
to compare the 2012-13 
MEAP tests to this year’s 
test.

We are happy to report 
improvement in almost 
every category. Signifi cant 
work has been done dis-
trict-wide in recent years 
to improve our curriculum 
and instruction. We will 
work relentlessly to con-
tinue to help our students 
make achievement gains.

This is the last year 
that the MEAP test will 
be given in Michigan. 
The state will adopt a 
new assessment for next 
school year. The new test 
will be aligned to the 
state-adopted Common 
Core State Standards for 
literacy and mathematics.

Another big change is 
that the test is moving 
from fall (based on previ-
ous year’s learning) to 
spring. The Michigan 
Department of Educa-
tion is planning to move 
forward with Smarter 
Balanced Assessments, 

but other test vendors like 
ACT Aspire are still being 
considered by our legisla-
ture. Schools are waiting 
on a fi nal decision.

All buildings are also 
looking carefully at the 
data of our subgroups 
(English Language 
Learners, economically 
disadvantaged, and stu-
dents with disabilities). 
We are seeing improve-
ment for these students in 
several content areas and 
grade levels.Highlights 
of the Coldwater Schools 
MEAP data are catego-
rized by grades.

For fourth grade, there 
was a signifi cant improve-
ment in writing from 
33 percent of students 
profi cient last year to close 
to half were profi cient 
this year. Improvement 
over last year of 2 percent 
profi cient for all students 
in fourth grade math.

Fifth-graders improved 
in math from 39 percent 
last year to 42 percent 
profi cient this year. 
These same students also 
improved MEAP reading 
scores by approximately 

three percentage points. 
Fifth grade science 
profi ciencies improved 
approximately 3 percent 
from last year.

Sixth grade math scores 
improved notably with 34 
percent of students profi -
cient last year and just over 
half were profi cient this 
year. Coldwater sixth-grad-
ers moved very close to the 
top ranking in the consor-
tium (Barry, Calhoun, and 
Branch counties) with only 
two districts placing above 
them.

These students placed 
above the consortium 
average and the state 
average. Reading scores 
showed just over 65 
percent of sixth grade stu-
dents profi cient last year, 
which was up 2 percent 
this year. Last year, just 
over a quarter of sixth-
graders were profi cient in 
social studies, while this 
year that percentage grew 
to 30 percent.

MEAP scores this last 
indicated that 34 percent 
of Coldwater Schools 
seventh-graders were 
profi cient in math, while 
this year it showed an 
improvement to just over 
40 percent profi ciency. 
Fifty-nine percent of these 
same students tested 
profi cient last year, which 
improved to 63 percent 
this year. Seventh-graders 
were profi cient in writing 
last year at the rate of 46 

percent and showed sig-
nifi cant increase this year 
to 65 percent.

Coldwater Schools 
eighth-graders improved 
in reading 2 percent from 
63 percent to 65 percent 
over last year.

We are pleased to see 
increasing math scores 
in our upper elementary 
grades. We adopted a new 
math resource, Every-
day Math, last year and 
incorporated training for 
teachers in Math Recov-
ery, a math intervention 
model.

Overall, we are pleased 
with the improvement 
and the major strides our 
staff  has taken to improve 
these scores. By increas-
ing scores on standardized 
tests, we are creating a 
foundation of growth 
and increased learning 
for students at Coldwater 
Community Schools which 
helps reinforce the dis-
trict’s mission of providing 
a supportive and challeng-
ing learning environment 
where every student is 
prepared to succeed in a 
global community.

Tina Kerr is the super-
intendent of Coldwater 
Community Schools. She 
can be reached by email at 
tkerr@coldwaterschools.
org or by calling 279.5910. 
The Coldwater Commu-
nity Schools website is 
www.coldwaterschools.org.
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Coldwater MEAP scores improve

TINA KERR

H ow many people 
have heard the 
term combined 

drug intoxication (some-
times called multiple drug 
intoxication)?

Most people have heard 
about the results of these 
terms but probably never 
realized the perils that 
come along with combine 
drug intoxication.

Many famous stars and 
many more average citi-
zens have had their lives 
cut short each year due to 
this ever growing phe-
nomenon. Some of the 
most recognizable names 
include Elvis Pressley, 
Michael Jackson, Anna 
Nicole Smith, Heath 
Ledger, Jimi Hendrix and 
Janis Joplin.

Along with these 
famous celebrities are 
countless average citi-
zens spread out across 
America.

So what is combined 
drug intoxication?

It is an unnatural cause 
of human death. Many 

people often confuse it as 
a drug overdose — and 
although it is similar to 
an overdose it has some 
distinct factors that make 
it even more deadly.

In a standard drug 
overdose event the victim 
normally overdoses 
on only one specifi c 
substance. During a 
combined drug intoxi-
cation event the victim 
suff ers complications 
from simultaneous use 
of multiple substances 
at one time. Quite often 
the combination of the 
substances tends to be 
more deadly than a single 
substance by itself.

Combined drug intoxi-
cation can occur from 
numerous combina-
tions of diff erent types 
of substances. These 
can include mixtures 
of legally obtained 
over-the-counter medica-
tions, legally or illegally 
obtained prescription 
medications, recreational 
controlled substances and 

now even synthetic-based 
controlled substances. 
Ingestion of alcoholic 
beverages in combina-
tion with most of the 
above listed substances 
can often increase the 
risk of combined drug 
intoxication.

People who engage in 
polypharmacy substance 
abuse behaviors are at 
an elevated risk of death 
from combined drug 
intoxication. However, 
it should be noted that 
this is not just a prob-
lem for the young or 
middle-aged populations. 
Elderly people also have 
a high risk of combined 
drug intoxication due 
to many age-related 
health problems requir-
ing them to take many 
diff erent medications. 
Impaired judgment while 
taking medications can 
lead to combined drug 
intoxication.

In July of 2008 both 
CNN and the Associ-
ated Press reported on 

a medical study that 
showed from 1983 to 
2004 deaths from com-
bined drug intoxications 
had soared. As our society 
continues to evolve and 
become more complex 
each year, there are no 
signs that perils of com-
bined drug intoxication 
will be solved.

There are some tips 
that can help prevent 
deaths caused by com-
bined multiple drug 
intoxication. Simultane-
ous use of multiple drugs 
should be carefully moni-
tored by a certifi ed and 
licensed medical doctor. 
Patients should always 
ask their doctors and 
pharmacists if there are 
any interactions between 
the diff erent substances 
they are taking.

For more information, 
contact the Substance 
Abuse Task Force at 
278-2129, email satf@
pinesbhs.org or visit www.
branchcountysatf.com.

BCSATF

The dangers of combined drug intoxication
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Mary supports 
the library

To the Editor:
Mary Smith, at 98, 

continues to be a bright 
and positive woman as 
well as a pleasure to visit 
at Masonville.

She has had many 
blessings in her long life, 
including a wonderful 
marriage with Woody, suc-
cessful motherhood and 
the loving adoption of a 
community in Coldwater 
and Branch County.

She is a woman who 
counts, gives thanks for 
and takes pleasure in her 
blessings.

A relatively recent 
blessing was the success-
ful Tibbits Opera House 
restoration campaign 
that some told her at the 
beginning would never be 
successful. A believer in 
the dream, she was at the 
forefront of those who saw 
the $1.2 million project 
for the historic landmark 
become a reality.

Mary has memories that 
are golden. She recently, 
in a discussion regarding 
the campaign to restore 
services to libraries in the 
Branch District Library 
(BDL) system with a small 
millage, talked of her 
belief in the importance of 
education, love for books 
and the love of books that 
her children learned.

She recalled with a smile 
her son Jim at a young 
age, perched in a tree in 
the back yard reading a 
book and how he learned 
to sometimes delegate 
responsibility for chores 
to his younger brother 
Tom so as to not have 
time taken away from his 
reading.

Of course, there is much 
more than books now 
throughout the six branch 
libraries and as for educa-
tion, there is something 
in them for everyone in 
every area of interest. This 
was demonstrated in the 
recent “Geek” campaign 
funded by the philan-
thropy of Bill and Melinda 
Gates.

Mary was one of the 
more than 240 people, 
young and old, who 
participated as a “Geek” — 
and she now supports the 
millage for the BDL on the 
Aug. 5 primary ballot.

As is the Tibbits, the 
library system is a key 

ingredient in the quality of 
life of this area.
Roland Stoy, Coldwater

Enough about the 
problem: What’s the 
solution?

To the Editor:
I keep reading and 

hearing all this negative 
responses to “Obamacare” 
— but never one answer 
on what to replace it with 
or how to fi x it.

At least this present 
president has made an 
eff ort to bring our country 
up to the health standards 
of the other developed 
countries around the 
world. I for one am tired 
of all these Republican 
attack tactics being used 
to malign the Democrats 
and yet never come up 
with a better plan. All they 
can say is “do away with 
Obamacare,” but never 
how they’d do it better.

I realize that it’s not 
a perfect answer to the 
health care system but it’s 
the best thing we’ve have 
ever been off ered to date. 
I would think if they’ve 
got a better plan we’d have 
heard it by now. Maybe if 
we’d take away the politi-
cians’ health care and put 
them under what we have 
we’d all have one hell of a 
good health care plan for 
everyone.

I’ll bet they’ve never 
had a child with a seri-
ous illness that wiped out 
their entire savings not 
once but twice. Well, I 
have — and nobody should 
have to go through what 
I did because of a lack of 
enough money to get the 
care my child needed.

It’s time to quit using 
healthcare as a political 
tool and get down to work-
ing on fi xing what needs 
to be fi xed, make better 
what could be better. We 
as Americans deserve 
better from both parties. 
I haven’t seen this much 
fi nger-pointing since I 
was a child and someone 
was in trouble with their 
parents.

Not once (in his recent 
letter to the editor) did Mr. 
(Robert) Foote say how 
he’d fi x it or do it another 
way. I say it’s time to stop 
all this drivel and put your 
money where your mouth 
is — and this goes for the 
rest of the naysayers.
Robert Murray, Coldwater
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S tudents at Coldwater 
Community Schools 
in grades 3-9 took 

the MEAP test in October.
Math and reading 

are assessed every year 
through eighth grade. 
Writing is assessed in 
fourth and seventh grades, 
science in fi fth and eighth 
grades and social studies 
in sixth and ninth grades.

Scores were just recently 
released to the public 
to compare the 2012-13 
MEAP tests to this year’s 
test.

We are happy to report 
improvement in almost 
every category. Signifi cant 
work has been done dis-
trict-wide in recent years 
to improve our curriculum 
and instruction. We will 
work relentlessly to con-
tinue to help our students 
make achievement gains.

This is the last year 
that the MEAP test will 
be given in Michigan. 
The state will adopt a 
new assessment for next 
school year. The new test 
will be aligned to the 
state-adopted Common 
Core State Standards for 
literacy and mathematics.

Another big change is 
that the test is moving 
from fall (based on previ-
ous year’s learning) to 
spring. The Michigan 
Department of Educa-
tion is planning to move 
forward with Smarter 
Balanced Assessments, 

but other test vendors like 
ACT Aspire are still being 
considered by our legisla-
ture. Schools are waiting 
on a fi nal decision.

All buildings are also 
looking carefully at the 
data of our subgroups 
(English Language 
Learners, economically 
disadvantaged, and stu-
dents with disabilities). 
We are seeing improve-
ment for these students in 
several content areas and 
grade levels.Highlights 
of the Coldwater Schools 
MEAP data are catego-
rized by grades.

For fourth grade, there 
was a signifi cant improve-
ment in writing from 
33 percent of students 
profi cient last year to close 
to half were profi cient 
this year. Improvement 
over last year of 2 percent 
profi cient for all students 
in fourth grade math.

Fifth-graders improved 
in math from 39 percent 
last year to 42 percent 
profi cient this year. 
These same students also 
improved MEAP reading 
scores by approximately 

three percentage points. 
Fifth grade science 
profi ciencies improved 
approximately 3 percent 
from last year.

Sixth grade math scores 
improved notably with 34 
percent of students profi -
cient last year and just over 
half were profi cient this 
year. Coldwater sixth-grad-
ers moved very close to the 
top ranking in the consor-
tium (Barry, Calhoun, and 
Branch counties) with only 
two districts placing above 
them.

These students placed 
above the consortium 
average and the state 
average. Reading scores 
showed just over 65 
percent of sixth grade stu-
dents profi cient last year, 
which was up 2 percent 
this year. Last year, just 
over a quarter of sixth-
graders were profi cient in 
social studies, while this 
year that percentage grew 
to 30 percent.

MEAP scores this last 
indicated that 34 percent 
of Coldwater Schools 
seventh-graders were 
profi cient in math, while 
this year it showed an 
improvement to just over 
40 percent profi ciency. 
Fifty-nine percent of these 
same students tested 
profi cient last year, which 
improved to 63 percent 
this year. Seventh-graders 
were profi cient in writing 
last year at the rate of 46 

percent and showed sig-
nifi cant increase this year 
to 65 percent.

Coldwater Schools 
eighth-graders improved 
in reading 2 percent from 
63 percent to 65 percent 
over last year.

We are pleased to see 
increasing math scores 
in our upper elementary 
grades. We adopted a new 
math resource, Every-
day Math, last year and 
incorporated training for 
teachers in Math Recov-
ery, a math intervention 
model.

Overall, we are pleased 
with the improvement 
and the major strides our 
staff  has taken to improve 
these scores. By increas-
ing scores on standardized 
tests, we are creating a 
foundation of growth 
and increased learning 
for students at Coldwater 
Community Schools which 
helps reinforce the dis-
trict’s mission of providing 
a supportive and challeng-
ing learning environment 
where every student is 
prepared to succeed in a 
global community.

Tina Kerr is the super-
intendent of Coldwater 
Community Schools. She 
can be reached by email at 
tkerr@coldwaterschools.
org or by calling 279.5910. 
The Coldwater Commu-
nity Schools website is 
www.coldwaterschools.org.

CHALK TALK

Coldwater MEAP scores improve

TINA KERR

H ow many people 
have heard the 
term combined 

drug intoxication (some-
times called multiple drug 
intoxication)?

Most people have heard 
about the results of these 
terms but probably never 
realized the perils that 
come along with combine 
drug intoxication.

Many famous stars and 
many more average citi-
zens have had their lives 
cut short each year due to 
this ever growing phe-
nomenon. Some of the 
most recognizable names 
include Elvis Pressley, 
Michael Jackson, Anna 
Nicole Smith, Heath 
Ledger, Jimi Hendrix and 
Janis Joplin.

Along with these 
famous celebrities are 
countless average citi-
zens spread out across 
America.

So what is combined 
drug intoxication?

It is an unnatural cause 
of human death. Many 

people often confuse it as 
a drug overdose — and 
although it is similar to 
an overdose it has some 
distinct factors that make 
it even more deadly.

In a standard drug 
overdose event the victim 
normally overdoses 
on only one specifi c 
substance. During a 
combined drug intoxi-
cation event the victim 
suff ers complications 
from simultaneous use 
of multiple substances 
at one time. Quite often 
the combination of the 
substances tends to be 
more deadly than a single 
substance by itself.

Combined drug intoxi-
cation can occur from 
numerous combina-
tions of diff erent types 
of substances. These 
can include mixtures 
of legally obtained 
over-the-counter medica-
tions, legally or illegally 
obtained prescription 
medications, recreational 
controlled substances and 

now even synthetic-based 
controlled substances. 
Ingestion of alcoholic 
beverages in combina-
tion with most of the 
above listed substances 
can often increase the 
risk of combined drug 
intoxication.

People who engage in 
polypharmacy substance 
abuse behaviors are at 
an elevated risk of death 
from combined drug 
intoxication. However, 
it should be noted that 
this is not just a prob-
lem for the young or 
middle-aged populations. 
Elderly people also have 
a high risk of combined 
drug intoxication due 
to many age-related 
health problems requir-
ing them to take many 
diff erent medications. 
Impaired judgment while 
taking medications can 
lead to combined drug 
intoxication.

In July of 2008 both 
CNN and the Associ-
ated Press reported on 

a medical study that 
showed from 1983 to 
2004 deaths from com-
bined drug intoxications 
had soared. As our society 
continues to evolve and 
become more complex 
each year, there are no 
signs that perils of com-
bined drug intoxication 
will be solved.

There are some tips 
that can help prevent 
deaths caused by com-
bined multiple drug 
intoxication. Simultane-
ous use of multiple drugs 
should be carefully moni-
tored by a certifi ed and 
licensed medical doctor. 
Patients should always 
ask their doctors and 
pharmacists if there are 
any interactions between 
the diff erent substances 
they are taking.

For more information, 
contact the Substance 
Abuse Task Force at 
278-2129, email satf@
pinesbhs.org or visit www.
branchcountysatf.com.
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Mary supports 
the library

To the Editor:
Mary Smith, at 98, 

continues to be a bright 
and positive woman as 
well as a pleasure to visit 
at Masonville.

She has had many 
blessings in her long life, 
including a wonderful 
marriage with Woody, suc-
cessful motherhood and 
the loving adoption of a 
community in Coldwater 
and Branch County.

She is a woman who 
counts, gives thanks for 
and takes pleasure in her 
blessings.

A relatively recent 
blessing was the success-
ful Tibbits Opera House 
restoration campaign 
that some told her at the 
beginning would never be 
successful. A believer in 
the dream, she was at the 
forefront of those who saw 
the $1.2 million project 
for the historic landmark 
become a reality.

Mary has memories that 
are golden. She recently, 
in a discussion regarding 
the campaign to restore 
services to libraries in the 
Branch District Library 
(BDL) system with a small 
millage, talked of her 
belief in the importance of 
education, love for books 
and the love of books that 
her children learned.

She recalled with a smile 
her son Jim at a young 
age, perched in a tree in 
the back yard reading a 
book and how he learned 
to sometimes delegate 
responsibility for chores 
to his younger brother 
Tom so as to not have 
time taken away from his 
reading.

Of course, there is much 
more than books now 
throughout the six branch 
libraries and as for educa-
tion, there is something 
in them for everyone in 
every area of interest. This 
was demonstrated in the 
recent “Geek” campaign 
funded by the philan-
thropy of Bill and Melinda 
Gates.

Mary was one of the 
more than 240 people, 
young and old, who 
participated as a “Geek” — 
and she now supports the 
millage for the BDL on the 
Aug. 5 primary ballot.

As is the Tibbits, the 
library system is a key 

ingredient in the quality of 
life of this area.
Roland Stoy, Coldwater

Enough about the 
problem: What’s the 
solution?

To the Editor:
I keep reading and 

hearing all this negative 
responses to “Obamacare” 
— but never one answer 
on what to replace it with 
or how to fi x it.

At least this present 
president has made an 
eff ort to bring our country 
up to the health standards 
of the other developed 
countries around the 
world. I for one am tired 
of all these Republican 
attack tactics being used 
to malign the Democrats 
and yet never come up 
with a better plan. All they 
can say is “do away with 
Obamacare,” but never 
how they’d do it better.

I realize that it’s not 
a perfect answer to the 
health care system but it’s 
the best thing we’ve have 
ever been off ered to date. 
I would think if they’ve 
got a better plan we’d have 
heard it by now. Maybe if 
we’d take away the politi-
cians’ health care and put 
them under what we have 
we’d all have one hell of a 
good health care plan for 
everyone.

I’ll bet they’ve never 
had a child with a seri-
ous illness that wiped out 
their entire savings not 
once but twice. Well, I 
have — and nobody should 
have to go through what 
I did because of a lack of 
enough money to get the 
care my child needed.

It’s time to quit using 
healthcare as a political 
tool and get down to work-
ing on fi xing what needs 
to be fi xed, make better 
what could be better. We 
as Americans deserve 
better from both parties. 
I haven’t seen this much 
fi nger-pointing since I 
was a child and someone 
was in trouble with their 
parents.

Not once (in his recent 
letter to the editor) did Mr. 
(Robert) Foote say how 
he’d fi x it or do it another 
way. I say it’s time to stop 
all this drivel and put your 
money where your mouth 
is — and this goes for the 
rest of the naysayers.
Robert Murray, Coldwater
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S tudents at Coldwater 
Community Schools 
in grades 3-9 took 

the MEAP test in October.
Math and reading 

are assessed every year 
through eighth grade. 
Writing is assessed in 
fourth and seventh grades, 
science in fi fth and eighth 
grades and social studies 
in sixth and ninth grades.

Scores were just recently 
released to the public 
to compare the 2012-13 
MEAP tests to this year’s 
test.

We are happy to report 
improvement in almost 
every category. Signifi cant 
work has been done dis-
trict-wide in recent years 
to improve our curriculum 
and instruction. We will 
work relentlessly to con-
tinue to help our students 
make achievement gains.

This is the last year 
that the MEAP test will 
be given in Michigan. 
The state will adopt a 
new assessment for next 
school year. The new test 
will be aligned to the 
state-adopted Common 
Core State Standards for 
literacy and mathematics.

Another big change is 
that the test is moving 
from fall (based on previ-
ous year’s learning) to 
spring. The Michigan 
Department of Educa-
tion is planning to move 
forward with Smarter 
Balanced Assessments, 

but other test vendors like 
ACT Aspire are still being 
considered by our legisla-
ture. Schools are waiting 
on a fi nal decision.

All buildings are also 
looking carefully at the 
data of our subgroups 
(English Language 
Learners, economically 
disadvantaged, and stu-
dents with disabilities). 
We are seeing improve-
ment for these students in 
several content areas and 
grade levels.Highlights 
of the Coldwater Schools 
MEAP data are catego-
rized by grades.

For fourth grade, there 
was a signifi cant improve-
ment in writing from 
33 percent of students 
profi cient last year to close 
to half were profi cient 
this year. Improvement 
over last year of 2 percent 
profi cient for all students 
in fourth grade math.

Fifth-graders improved 
in math from 39 percent 
last year to 42 percent 
profi cient this year. 
These same students also 
improved MEAP reading 
scores by approximately 

three percentage points. 
Fifth grade science 
profi ciencies improved 
approximately 3 percent 
from last year.

Sixth grade math scores 
improved notably with 34 
percent of students profi -
cient last year and just over 
half were profi cient this 
year. Coldwater sixth-grad-
ers moved very close to the 
top ranking in the consor-
tium (Barry, Calhoun, and 
Branch counties) with only 
two districts placing above 
them.

These students placed 
above the consortium 
average and the state 
average. Reading scores 
showed just over 65 
percent of sixth grade stu-
dents profi cient last year, 
which was up 2 percent 
this year. Last year, just 
over a quarter of sixth-
graders were profi cient in 
social studies, while this 
year that percentage grew 
to 30 percent.

MEAP scores this last 
indicated that 34 percent 
of Coldwater Schools 
seventh-graders were 
profi cient in math, while 
this year it showed an 
improvement to just over 
40 percent profi ciency. 
Fifty-nine percent of these 
same students tested 
profi cient last year, which 
improved to 63 percent 
this year. Seventh-graders 
were profi cient in writing 
last year at the rate of 46 

percent and showed sig-
nifi cant increase this year 
to 65 percent.

Coldwater Schools 
eighth-graders improved 
in reading 2 percent from 
63 percent to 65 percent 
over last year.

We are pleased to see 
increasing math scores 
in our upper elementary 
grades. We adopted a new 
math resource, Every-
day Math, last year and 
incorporated training for 
teachers in Math Recov-
ery, a math intervention 
model.

Overall, we are pleased 
with the improvement 
and the major strides our 
staff  has taken to improve 
these scores. By increas-
ing scores on standardized 
tests, we are creating a 
foundation of growth 
and increased learning 
for students at Coldwater 
Community Schools which 
helps reinforce the dis-
trict’s mission of providing 
a supportive and challeng-
ing learning environment 
where every student is 
prepared to succeed in a 
global community.

Tina Kerr is the super-
intendent of Coldwater 
Community Schools. She 
can be reached by email at 
tkerr@coldwaterschools.
org or by calling 279.5910. 
The Coldwater Commu-
nity Schools website is 
www.coldwaterschools.org.
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Coldwater MEAP scores improve

TINA KERR

H ow many people 
have heard the 
term combined 

drug intoxication (some-
times called multiple drug 
intoxication)?

Most people have heard 
about the results of these 
terms but probably never 
realized the perils that 
come along with combine 
drug intoxication.

Many famous stars and 
many more average citi-
zens have had their lives 
cut short each year due to 
this ever growing phe-
nomenon. Some of the 
most recognizable names 
include Elvis Pressley, 
Michael Jackson, Anna 
Nicole Smith, Heath 
Ledger, Jimi Hendrix and 
Janis Joplin.

Along with these 
famous celebrities are 
countless average citi-
zens spread out across 
America.

So what is combined 
drug intoxication?

It is an unnatural cause 
of human death. Many 

people often confuse it as 
a drug overdose — and 
although it is similar to 
an overdose it has some 
distinct factors that make 
it even more deadly.

In a standard drug 
overdose event the victim 
normally overdoses 
on only one specifi c 
substance. During a 
combined drug intoxi-
cation event the victim 
suff ers complications 
from simultaneous use 
of multiple substances 
at one time. Quite often 
the combination of the 
substances tends to be 
more deadly than a single 
substance by itself.

Combined drug intoxi-
cation can occur from 
numerous combina-
tions of diff erent types 
of substances. These 
can include mixtures 
of legally obtained 
over-the-counter medica-
tions, legally or illegally 
obtained prescription 
medications, recreational 
controlled substances and 

now even synthetic-based 
controlled substances. 
Ingestion of alcoholic 
beverages in combina-
tion with most of the 
above listed substances 
can often increase the 
risk of combined drug 
intoxication.

People who engage in 
polypharmacy substance 
abuse behaviors are at 
an elevated risk of death 
from combined drug 
intoxication. However, 
it should be noted that 
this is not just a prob-
lem for the young or 
middle-aged populations. 
Elderly people also have 
a high risk of combined 
drug intoxication due 
to many age-related 
health problems requir-
ing them to take many 
diff erent medications. 
Impaired judgment while 
taking medications can 
lead to combined drug 
intoxication.

In July of 2008 both 
CNN and the Associ-
ated Press reported on 

a medical study that 
showed from 1983 to 
2004 deaths from com-
bined drug intoxications 
had soared. As our society 
continues to evolve and 
become more complex 
each year, there are no 
signs that perils of com-
bined drug intoxication 
will be solved.

There are some tips 
that can help prevent 
deaths caused by com-
bined multiple drug 
intoxication. Simultane-
ous use of multiple drugs 
should be carefully moni-
tored by a certifi ed and 
licensed medical doctor. 
Patients should always 
ask their doctors and 
pharmacists if there are 
any interactions between 
the diff erent substances 
they are taking.

For more information, 
contact the Substance 
Abuse Task Force at 
278-2129, email satf@
pinesbhs.org or visit www.
branchcountysatf.com.
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Mary supports 
the library

To the Editor:
Mary Smith, at 98, 

continues to be a bright 
and positive woman as 
well as a pleasure to visit 
at Masonville.

She has had many 
blessings in her long life, 
including a wonderful 
marriage with Woody, suc-
cessful motherhood and 
the loving adoption of a 
community in Coldwater 
and Branch County.

She is a woman who 
counts, gives thanks for 
and takes pleasure in her 
blessings.

A relatively recent 
blessing was the success-
ful Tibbits Opera House 
restoration campaign 
that some told her at the 
beginning would never be 
successful. A believer in 
the dream, she was at the 
forefront of those who saw 
the $1.2 million project 
for the historic landmark 
become a reality.

Mary has memories that 
are golden. She recently, 
in a discussion regarding 
the campaign to restore 
services to libraries in the 
Branch District Library 
(BDL) system with a small 
millage, talked of her 
belief in the importance of 
education, love for books 
and the love of books that 
her children learned.

She recalled with a smile 
her son Jim at a young 
age, perched in a tree in 
the back yard reading a 
book and how he learned 
to sometimes delegate 
responsibility for chores 
to his younger brother 
Tom so as to not have 
time taken away from his 
reading.

Of course, there is much 
more than books now 
throughout the six branch 
libraries and as for educa-
tion, there is something 
in them for everyone in 
every area of interest. This 
was demonstrated in the 
recent “Geek” campaign 
funded by the philan-
thropy of Bill and Melinda 
Gates.

Mary was one of the 
more than 240 people, 
young and old, who 
participated as a “Geek” — 
and she now supports the 
millage for the BDL on the 
Aug. 5 primary ballot.

As is the Tibbits, the 
library system is a key 

ingredient in the quality of 
life of this area.
Roland Stoy, Coldwater

Enough about the 
problem: What’s the 
solution?

To the Editor:
I keep reading and 

hearing all this negative 
responses to “Obamacare” 
— but never one answer 
on what to replace it with 
or how to fi x it.

At least this present 
president has made an 
eff ort to bring our country 
up to the health standards 
of the other developed 
countries around the 
world. I for one am tired 
of all these Republican 
attack tactics being used 
to malign the Democrats 
and yet never come up 
with a better plan. All they 
can say is “do away with 
Obamacare,” but never 
how they’d do it better.

I realize that it’s not 
a perfect answer to the 
health care system but it’s 
the best thing we’ve have 
ever been off ered to date. 
I would think if they’ve 
got a better plan we’d have 
heard it by now. Maybe if 
we’d take away the politi-
cians’ health care and put 
them under what we have 
we’d all have one hell of a 
good health care plan for 
everyone.

I’ll bet they’ve never 
had a child with a seri-
ous illness that wiped out 
their entire savings not 
once but twice. Well, I 
have — and nobody should 
have to go through what 
I did because of a lack of 
enough money to get the 
care my child needed.

It’s time to quit using 
healthcare as a political 
tool and get down to work-
ing on fi xing what needs 
to be fi xed, make better 
what could be better. We 
as Americans deserve 
better from both parties. 
I haven’t seen this much 
fi nger-pointing since I 
was a child and someone 
was in trouble with their 
parents.

Not once (in his recent 
letter to the editor) did Mr. 
(Robert) Foote say how 
he’d fi x it or do it another 
way. I say it’s time to stop 
all this drivel and put your 
money where your mouth 
is — and this goes for the 
rest of the naysayers.
Robert Murray, Coldwater
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S tudents at Coldwater 
Community Schools 
in grades 3-9 took 

the MEAP test in October.
Math and reading 

are assessed every year 
through eighth grade. 
Writing is assessed in 
fourth and seventh grades, 
science in fi fth and eighth 
grades and social studies 
in sixth and ninth grades.

Scores were just recently 
released to the public 
to compare the 2012-13 
MEAP tests to this year’s 
test.

We are happy to report 
improvement in almost 
every category. Signifi cant 
work has been done dis-
trict-wide in recent years 
to improve our curriculum 
and instruction. We will 
work relentlessly to con-
tinue to help our students 
make achievement gains.

This is the last year 
that the MEAP test will 
be given in Michigan. 
The state will adopt a 
new assessment for next 
school year. The new test 
will be aligned to the 
state-adopted Common 
Core State Standards for 
literacy and mathematics.

Another big change is 
that the test is moving 
from fall (based on previ-
ous year’s learning) to 
spring. The Michigan 
Department of Educa-
tion is planning to move 
forward with Smarter 
Balanced Assessments, 

but other test vendors like 
ACT Aspire are still being 
considered by our legisla-
ture. Schools are waiting 
on a fi nal decision.

All buildings are also 
looking carefully at the 
data of our subgroups 
(English Language 
Learners, economically 
disadvantaged, and stu-
dents with disabilities). 
We are seeing improve-
ment for these students in 
several content areas and 
grade levels.Highlights 
of the Coldwater Schools 
MEAP data are catego-
rized by grades.

For fourth grade, there 
was a signifi cant improve-
ment in writing from 
33 percent of students 
profi cient last year to close 
to half were profi cient 
this year. Improvement 
over last year of 2 percent 
profi cient for all students 
in fourth grade math.

Fifth-graders improved 
in math from 39 percent 
last year to 42 percent 
profi cient this year. 
These same students also 
improved MEAP reading 
scores by approximately 

three percentage points. 
Fifth grade science 
profi ciencies improved 
approximately 3 percent 
from last year.

Sixth grade math scores 
improved notably with 34 
percent of students profi -
cient last year and just over 
half were profi cient this 
year. Coldwater sixth-grad-
ers moved very close to the 
top ranking in the consor-
tium (Barry, Calhoun, and 
Branch counties) with only 
two districts placing above 
them.

These students placed 
above the consortium 
average and the state 
average. Reading scores 
showed just over 65 
percent of sixth grade stu-
dents profi cient last year, 
which was up 2 percent 
this year. Last year, just 
over a quarter of sixth-
graders were profi cient in 
social studies, while this 
year that percentage grew 
to 30 percent.

MEAP scores this last 
indicated that 34 percent 
of Coldwater Schools 
seventh-graders were 
profi cient in math, while 
this year it showed an 
improvement to just over 
40 percent profi ciency. 
Fifty-nine percent of these 
same students tested 
profi cient last year, which 
improved to 63 percent 
this year. Seventh-graders 
were profi cient in writing 
last year at the rate of 46 

percent and showed sig-
nifi cant increase this year 
to 65 percent.

Coldwater Schools 
eighth-graders improved 
in reading 2 percent from 
63 percent to 65 percent 
over last year.

We are pleased to see 
increasing math scores 
in our upper elementary 
grades. We adopted a new 
math resource, Every-
day Math, last year and 
incorporated training for 
teachers in Math Recov-
ery, a math intervention 
model.

Overall, we are pleased 
with the improvement 
and the major strides our 
staff  has taken to improve 
these scores. By increas-
ing scores on standardized 
tests, we are creating a 
foundation of growth 
and increased learning 
for students at Coldwater 
Community Schools which 
helps reinforce the dis-
trict’s mission of providing 
a supportive and challeng-
ing learning environment 
where every student is 
prepared to succeed in a 
global community.

Tina Kerr is the super-
intendent of Coldwater 
Community Schools. She 
can be reached by email at 
tkerr@coldwaterschools.
org or by calling 279.5910. 
The Coldwater Commu-
nity Schools website is 
www.coldwaterschools.org.
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Coldwater MEAP scores improve

TINA KERR

H ow many people 
have heard the 
term combined 

drug intoxication (some-
times called multiple drug 
intoxication)?

Most people have heard 
about the results of these 
terms but probably never 
realized the perils that 
come along with combine 
drug intoxication.

Many famous stars and 
many more average citi-
zens have had their lives 
cut short each year due to 
this ever growing phe-
nomenon. Some of the 
most recognizable names 
include Elvis Pressley, 
Michael Jackson, Anna 
Nicole Smith, Heath 
Ledger, Jimi Hendrix and 
Janis Joplin.

Along with these 
famous celebrities are 
countless average citi-
zens spread out across 
America.

So what is combined 
drug intoxication?

It is an unnatural cause 
of human death. Many 

people often confuse it as 
a drug overdose — and 
although it is similar to 
an overdose it has some 
distinct factors that make 
it even more deadly.

In a standard drug 
overdose event the victim 
normally overdoses 
on only one specifi c 
substance. During a 
combined drug intoxi-
cation event the victim 
suff ers complications 
from simultaneous use 
of multiple substances 
at one time. Quite often 
the combination of the 
substances tends to be 
more deadly than a single 
substance by itself.

Combined drug intoxi-
cation can occur from 
numerous combina-
tions of diff erent types 
of substances. These 
can include mixtures 
of legally obtained 
over-the-counter medica-
tions, legally or illegally 
obtained prescription 
medications, recreational 
controlled substances and 

now even synthetic-based 
controlled substances. 
Ingestion of alcoholic 
beverages in combina-
tion with most of the 
above listed substances 
can often increase the 
risk of combined drug 
intoxication.

People who engage in 
polypharmacy substance 
abuse behaviors are at 
an elevated risk of death 
from combined drug 
intoxication. However, 
it should be noted that 
this is not just a prob-
lem for the young or 
middle-aged populations. 
Elderly people also have 
a high risk of combined 
drug intoxication due 
to many age-related 
health problems requir-
ing them to take many 
diff erent medications. 
Impaired judgment while 
taking medications can 
lead to combined drug 
intoxication.

In July of 2008 both 
CNN and the Associ-
ated Press reported on 

a medical study that 
showed from 1983 to 
2004 deaths from com-
bined drug intoxications 
had soared. As our society 
continues to evolve and 
become more complex 
each year, there are no 
signs that perils of com-
bined drug intoxication 
will be solved.

There are some tips 
that can help prevent 
deaths caused by com-
bined multiple drug 
intoxication. Simultane-
ous use of multiple drugs 
should be carefully moni-
tored by a certifi ed and 
licensed medical doctor. 
Patients should always 
ask their doctors and 
pharmacists if there are 
any interactions between 
the diff erent substances 
they are taking.

For more information, 
contact the Substance 
Abuse Task Force at 
278-2129, email satf@
pinesbhs.org or visit www.
branchcountysatf.com.
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Zehnder’s holds 
Mother of the Year 
contest
FRANKENMUTH — 
Zehnder’s opened its doors 
for business on Mother’s 
Day, 1929 when Zehnder’s 
chefs served up a total 
of 312 chicken dinners. 
Since then, hundreds of 
thousands of guests have 
participated in the Mother’s 
Day tradition at Zehnder’s 
and Zehnder’s has come 
to know Mother’s Day as 
one of the busiest days of 
the year.
Again this year Zehnder’s of 
Frankenmuth CEO, Albert 
Zehnder, expects to serve 
over 4,500 family-style 
meals to mothers and their 
families. In celebration of 
Mother’s Day, Zehnder’s 
will sponsor its 23rd annual 
Mother of the Year Contest.
Individuals can enter by 
writing a poem in 50 words 
or less about why their 
mother should be selected 
“Zehnder’s Mother of the 
Year.” The winning mother 
will receive a Zehnder’s of 
Frankenmuth Mother’s 
Day dinner for up to 10 
family members (includ-
ing mom); a Zehnder’s 
overnight package for four 
at Zehnder’s Splash Village 
Hotel and Waterpark; and a 
recognition plaque.
To enter, send entries 
by Friday, May 2 to: 
Zehnder’s Mother of the 
Year, Zehnder’s of Franken-
muth, 730 S. Main Street, 
Frankenmuth, MI 48734; 
or send by email to linda.
kelly@zehnders.com.

Dreams dashed 
in fatal college 
tour bus crash
ORLAND, Calif. — It was 
a busload of opportunity: 
young, low-income, moti-
vated students, destined 
to become the fi rst in their 
families to go to college, 
journeying from the con-
crete sprawl of Los Angeles 
to a remote redwood 
campus 650 miles north. 
Those dreams were shat-
tered for some Thursday 
in an explosive freeway 
crash that left 10 dead — 
students, chaperones and 
both drivers — and dozens 
hospitalized. 

In a rare rebuke, 
US blocks Iran’s 
envoy to UN 
WASHINGTON — In a rare 
diplomatic rebuke, the 
United States has blocked 
Iran’s controversial pick 
for envoy to the United 
Nations, a move that could 
stir fresh animosity at a 
time when Washington and 
Tehran have been seeking 
a thaw in relations. 
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By Peter Leonard
The Associated Press

DONETSK, Ukraine — 
Ukraine’s prime minister 
went on a charm off ensive 
Friday as he visited the 
country’s southeast, pledg-
ing to give regions more 
powers and to defend the 
rights of Russian speakers.

Arseniy Yatsenyuk met 
with regional offi  cials who 
once opposed his new gov-
ernment in Kiev, but not 
with protesters occupying 
government buildings in the 
cities of Donetsk or Luhansk. 
Still, he left it unclear how 
his ideas diff ered from the 
demands of the protesters 
or from Russia’s advocacy of 
federalization for Ukraine.

“There are no separatists 
among us,” said Gennady 
Kernes, mayor of Kharkiv, 
Ukraine’s second-largest 
city, where the government 
recaptured a building taken 
over by protesters earlier in 
the week. Kernes and other 
offi  cials asked Yatsenyuk to 
allow votes on autonomy 
for their regions but not on 
secession.

Ukraine’s government 
has resisted federalization, 
saying that would lay the 
groundwork for the coun-
try’s breakup.

Ukraine’s eastern indus-
trial heartland was the 
support base for Kremlin-
friendly president Viktor 
Yanukovych, who was 
ousted in February after 
months of protests. Last 
month, the Crimea region 
voted to secede and was 
annexed by Russia — but 
only after Russia took over 
the peninsula by force.

Russia has ratcheted up 
the pressure on Ukraine, 
with President Vladimir 
Putin warning European 
leaders of a risk to the gas 
supplies going to them 
through Ukraine. He has 
threatened that Russia could 
shut off  energy shipments to 
Ukraine if it fails to pay its 
debts. 

UKRAINE

PM: 
Regions 
should 
have more 
powers 

Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

COLDWATER — A study 
conducted by NHTSA.gov 
shows that 71 percent of 
teens and young adults say 
they have composed and 
sent SMS messages while 
driving — and 78 percent 
say they have read a SMS 

message while driving.
Distracted driving is a 

dangerously widespread 
issue aff ecting thousands of 
people every year. In 2012, 
3,328 people were killed in 
distracted driving crashes 
and 421,000 were injured 
in distraction-affected 
crashes.

This month, join the 

National Safety Council for 
National Distracted Driving 
Awareness Month.

People continue to use 
their cellphones while driv-
ing, handheld or hands-free 
— so this month and every 
month people are urged to 
stop using cellphones while 

APRIL IS NATIONAL DISTRACTED DRIVING AWARENESS MONTH

Don’t get distracted

Visitors to the Branch District Library-Bronson Branch 
made elegant Easter eggs on Thursday. Branch manager 
Lynnell Eash was on hand to guide them through the 
process. 
RIGHT: Lynnell Eash, right, shows Isaac and Mary Ann 
Grate how to craft the eggs. 
JABOVE: ulie Baratta (left) and Sue Hart (right) make 
fancy eggs.
More photos appear on page B6.

Library patrons make elegant eggs

The Daily Reporter

QUINCY — The Quincy 
Historical Society will con-
duct its annual meeting 
and potluck dinner at the 
Quincy United Methodist 
Church on Thursday at 6 
p.m.

A highlight of the eve-
ning will be Warren D. 
Lun of Battle Creek speak-
ing about his discovery 
and restoration of an 1860 
button hose cart, an early 
fire fighting apparatus 
once used by the Quincy 
Fire Department.

Lun’s research of the 

hose cart also uncovered 
details of the early history, 
renown and notable infl u-
ence of the 19th century 
Quincy Fire Department.

Lun has pursued col-
lecting and restoring fi re 
apparatus for over 40 
years. The focus of his 
collection is hand-drawn 
and horse-drawn appara-
tus and early 20th century 
Michigan apparatus. Cur-
rently, pieces from his 
collection are displayed at 
the Mansfi eld, Ohio Fire 
Museum and the Michigan 

PRESERVING THE PAST

Quincy Historical Society’s annual meeting set

This Quincy Fire Department 1860 Button Hose Cart was 
restored by Warren Lun, mentored by his friend, Kenneth 
Soderbeck. The restoration to original condition and colors 
was completed in 1973. The hand drawn cart carried 300 
feet of hose and had been used for firefighting, and in state 
and national firemen tournaments. The wooden wheel 
diameter is more than 6 feet to facilitate speed and maneu-
verability. Ken Soderbeck is nationally recognized for his 
restoration of antique fire equipment. His shop, Hand in 
Hand Restorations, is in Jackson, Michigan. COURTESY PHOTO

SEE APRIL,  A5

SEE MEETING,  A5

Allergy, Asthma & Immunology oaklawnhospital.org/allergy  |  (269)789-8291
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Photo Finish!
B6

EGG-CITING
CREATIONS

The Bronson Library hosted an elegant Easter Egg making event
Thursday, giving local residents something to do during spring break

PHOTOS BY CHRIS WORST

Branch manager Lynnell Eash (right) shows visitors how to make the eggs.

Mary Ann Grate shows 10-year-old Isaac Grate how to make an elegant egg.

Benjamin Thomas Dean Grate, 11, makes an egg.

Visitors gather at the Branch District Library-Bronson Branch to make ele-
gant Easter eggs.

CDR—B6 04-12-14_Editorial  4/11/14  5:13 PM  Page 1
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AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChritsyTDR

COLDWATER — With 
March is Reading month 
now over, the Coldwa-
ter branch of the Branch 
District Library's read-
ing incentive came to a 
close last week with winners 

announced Thursday. Chil-
dren up to 18 who read the 
most books in their age 
group were awarded a gift 
certificate from Culvers 
restaurant.

Justus Bills placed fi rst 
in A group, reading 87 
books; Alexis Scott in 
B group with 93 books; 

Isabel Esquivel-Munoz in 
C group with 2,384 pages; 
Maimuna Lewis in D group 
with 5,405 pages; Mikayla 
Nichelson in E group with 
4,516 pages; Carley Hart in 
F group with 7,778 pages 
and Reyna Munoz and 
family in the family group 
with 5,496 pages.

Library challenge winners announced

Crews from Midwest Geothermal drill dozens of holes and inserting pipes into the 
ground for the Robert Browne Aquatic Center geothermal heating and cooling 
system. Workers are rushing to complete the pool and nearby gym by fall with a 
$14.6 million gift from the Coldwater High School graduate. DON REID PHOTO

Aquatic center work continues

Maimuna Lewis, 12, and Isabel Esquivel-Munoz, 8. Not pictured: Justus Bills, 
Alexis Scott, Mikayla Nichelson, Carley Hart and Reyna Munoz and family. CHRISTY 
HART-HARRIS PHOTO 

Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

COLDWATER — Gourd 
artist Beverly Gerner will 
demonstrate her amazing 
skills and passion for the 
art of turning a plain gourd 
into an artistic masterpiece 
on April 29 at 1 p.m. at the 
Branch District Library-
Coldwater Branch.

Her zeal for the art began 
seven years ago when she 
and her sister, Donna May, 
began experimenting with 
the gourds.

"I was hooked," said 
Gerner. "I retired fi ve years 
ago and now I have more 
time for this—it's a hobby 
gone awry."

Once she locates the per-
fect gourd, she prepares it 
by scrubing it clean and 
allwoing it to set for an 
extended amount of time 
to let it dry out.

"I decide what I want to 
do based on the shape of the 
gourd. I had one gourd for 
fi ve years and I just recently 
decided what I wanted to do 
with it —I couldn't decide 
all that time," said Gerner.

Gerner enjoys geomet-
ric or modern art and uses 
pyrographic art to inscript 
the gourd with scripture 
and shading. She doesn't 

sell her gourds for business 
but rather to bring joy to 
those who appreciate the 
art.

"It 's  not  a  business 
persay, it's an addiction — 
a hobby," Said Gerner. "I 
want to encourage people 
to tap into their own cre-
ativity, inspire people to try 
something they have never 
thought of. I looked through 
books and learned how to 
it. I don't have an artistic 
background. I have such 
respect for the library. They 
are a great source and off er
so much, there is always 
something going on.

For the last five years, 
Gerner has sold some of 
gourds at the Big Red Barn 
in St. Joe, Ind. and has some 
on display at the Shabby 
Chic Boutique in Angola, 
Ind.

To reserve a spot at the 
library call 278-2341.

BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY-COLDWATER BRANCH

Gerner to demonstrate gourd art

A gourd created by Bev-
erly Gerner. COURTESY PHOTO

READING INCENTIVE COLDWATER

Congrat-A-Grad
and Share Your

Graduate’s Accomplishment
With Our Readers!

Student Name: _______________________________________________ Graduating From: _____________________________________________

Your Name: ___________________________________________________ Day Phone: ___________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________

Brief Message: ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

15 West Pearl Street • Coldwater, MI 49036
(517) 278-2318 • www.thedailyreporter.com

*Photos will be returned in your self addressed, stamped envelope or you may pick
up the photo after June 2, 2014 at our business office.

Bring or Mail To:

❑ Payment & Picture Enclosed ❑ Discover  ❑ Visa  ❑ Master Card

Card # _______________________________  Exp. Date: __________________

COST: $15.00
Your Congrat-A-Grad

will appear in the
paper the same day as the

Graduation Keepsake
section of all area graduates.

The Bronson Journal on Thursday, May 15
Joneville Independent on Friday, May 16 and

The Daily Reporter on Saturday, May 17.
Just drop off or mail payment to The Daily Reporter,

15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI 49036
along with a color or black and white photo by Friday, May 9 at 4 p.m.
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Way To Go Larissa!
Good luck
at Olivet

playing softball!
We love you!
Your Family

STURGIS HIGH SCHOOL
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