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By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

COLDWATER 
— Approximately 40 Com-
munity members gathered 
at the Coldwater branch of 
the Branch District Library 
on Feb. 6 for an informa-
tional meeting. The topic 
was an upcoming millage 
for the Branch District 
Library, which would be 
placed on the Aug. 2014 
primary election ballot.

Due to a drastic reduc-
t i o n  o f  t h e  B r a n c h 
District Library's revenue, 

BRANCH DISTRICT 
LIBRARY

Library 
seeks millage

SEE LIBRARY,  A5

a second millage of .5 or 
roughly $18.80 per year 
was proposed. The mill-
age would last for eight 
years, with money being 
directed towards oper-
ating expenses at all six 
branches.

The current millage, 
passed in 1991, is .6 or 
$22.74 per year.

"All branches will bene-
fi t from this," ssaid Evette 
Akin, director of the 
Branch District Library. 
"We are not trying to be 
frivolous or greedy, we 
just want to restore our 
services to the commu-
nity—put us back where 

we were in 2008."
Although the Library's 

funding has decreased 
signifi cantly since 2008, 
operating costs continue 
to rise. In an eff ort to stay 
above water, the library 
has been forced to rely 
heavily on its reservers.

"We only have about six 
months of  operating 
expenses,  fewer than 
$10,000,"said Akin.

The Library has had 
a 15.3 percent decrease 
in revenue from 2009, 
not including the rising 
costs of materials. The 
average costs for an adult 
hardback book is $28, 
paperback is $16, chil-
dren's hardback book is 
$18 and a DVD is $15. 
With an increase in costs 

comes a decrease in expen-
ditures. From 2008 to 
2014, the Library has had 
a 48.4 percent decrease in 
material expenditures.

"We spend the most 
money on people and 
books and those are the 
things you have to cut; 
somethings you can't cut 
like the cost of insurance, 
for example," said Akin.

This can be seen in the 
fact that budgeted salaries 
from 2008 to 2014 has 
decreased 19.9 percent 
and hours of operation 
have decreased 23.5 per-
cent per week.

"We are only asking for 
the bare bones of what we 
need," said Akin.

The BDL serves a vast 
majority of the county. 

With all six locations 
included, in 2013 they 
offered 378 children's 
programs which saw 
9,012 attendees and 47 
adult programs with 455 
in attendance. There are 
21,771 active users. There 
has been 53,725 computer 
uses and the wireless usage 
has reached 217,215. It 
also had 147,977 check-
outs in 2013 and 4,647 
MelCat checkouts.

If the millage were to 
fail, Akin said, "we would 
have to undergo drastic 
cuts; closing down for full 
days."

This and more infor-
mation can be found by 
visiting www.branchdis-
trictlibrary.org.
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By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Even 
though he once nearly died 

because 
o f  m e t h , 
Nichlos 
Stahlhood 
proved again 
h e  c a n ’ t 
shake his 
addiction for 

the drug.
His mother called Branch 

County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce depu-
ties to her home on Feb. 11 
after she found her son on the 
bathroom fl oor.

Deputies said Stahlhood 
appeared to be “tweaking” — 
under the infl uence of meth. 
A small “bindle” — the corner 
of a plastic baggie — filled 
with meth was found in his 
wallet.

Stahlhood, 27, was just 
released from prison on 
parole Nov. 5. He had been 
sentenced in November 2012 
to 17 months to 10 years for 

possession of meth. In May 
2011 he was found with six 
others in a vacant, foreclosed 
trailer off  U.S. 12 in Batavia 
Township — where it was 
discovered Stahlhood was 
cooking meth.

Stahlhood has been con-
sidered disabled because 
of burns on his hands. On 

Christmas Day 2007 he 
almost died in a meth lab 
fire. State police troopers 
found him running and on 
fi re with his skin falling off .

In 2008 Stahlhood was in 
another meth lab explosion.

Branch County Prosecutor 
Ralph Kimble charged Stahl-
hood with possession of meth 

as a second off ender, making 
the maximum penalty 20 
years.

Branch County District 
Judge Brent Weigle set Stahl-
hood’s bond at $50,000, 
but the Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections ordered 
Stahlhood held for parole 
violation.

METH ARREST

Meth lab explosion victim arrested again

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — The 
family  of  73-year-old 
Lowell Thomas believes 
he died of a heart attack 
because he caught three 
people stealing from his 
farm home in September.

Thomas’ daughter Dana 
Stevens told Branch County 
Circuit Judge Bill O’Grady 
her father was proud he 
apprehended Matthew 
Williams, his wife Shawa-
nna and Brandon Burlew 
— but that it caused her 
father to have chest pains.

Thomas died a couple of 
days later as the result of a 
heart attack.

O’Grady told Williams, 
19, his thefts “hurt the 
hearts and souls” of his vic-
tims “who lose the comfort 
and safety of their homes.”

Williams was placed on 
two years probation after 
he serves 150 days in county 
jail for home invasion.

“Stealing is not the way 
to support a family. You are 
going to have to work hard,” 
O’Grady told Williams.

Williams admitted he 
supported his family steal-
ing from abandoned places 
— but Thomas still lived 
in his house and drove 
up as Williams and his 

accomplices 
w e r e  p r e -
p a r e d  t o 
drive away 
with several 
of Williams’ 
appliances.

O’Grady 
noted most husbands take 
their wives and babies “out 
for ice cream, not to break 
and enter a farm house.”

Branch County Prosecu-
tor Ralph Kimble said he 
is convinced Thomas’ “life 
was shortened because 
(Williams) wanted a couple 
of bucks for scrap metal. 
There were unintended 
consequences.”

Stevens said her father 
“was a decent guy who 
would do anything for 
anyone.” She said the family 
had to sell the stolen items 
to pay for his funeral.

“It is meaningless today 
but I do take responsibility 
for my actions,” Williams 
said. “I am prepared to pay 
the consequences.”

Shawanna Williams was 
charged with conspiracy 
since she remained in the 
vehicle at Thomas’ home, 
which she admittedly 
staked out not suspecting 
Thomas would return.

Burlew will be sentenced 
within the next month.

CIRCUIT COURT

Man sentenced 
after victim dies
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Private collector Nancee Brewster of Coldwater loaned some of her snowman salt and pepper shakers to be 
displayed at the Coldwater branch of the Branch District Library. They are displayed on the fi rst fl oor until Feb. 
28. Each month a diff erent display will be showcased. CHRISTY HART-HARRIS PHOTO

Library showcases collection

COLDWATER

Stahlhood

The Daily Reporter

BRONSON — Recruit-
ment of blood donors is 
underway for the local Ameri-
can Red Cross blood drive 
to be held in the St. Mary’s 
school gymnasium in Bron-
son on Tuesday, according to 
drive communication chair-
man Scott Kirkpatrick.

This drive is sponsored by 
the Bronson Rotary Club.

The Red Cross has been 
calling veteran blood donors. 
Anyone who has not been 
contacted and wishes to 
make an appointment should 
call 8733-2767 by 5 p.m. on 
Friday.

The clinic on Feb. 25 will 
be held from noon to 5:45 
p.m. in the Chicago Street 
School gymnasium. Although 
donors are urged to make 
the appointments, walk-ins 
will be welcomed and every 
attempt will be made to blend 
them in to the schedule as 
soon as possible.

Prospective donors should 
be at least 17 years of age (16 
with a signed permission 
slip, available online), weigh 
at least 110 pounds and be 
in generally good health. 
People are eligible to donate 
blood every eight weeks and 
should eat iron-rich foods and 
drink plenty of water before 
donating.

For more information 
visit redcrossblood.org.

According to the Red Cross, 
the need for blood is great 
due to the extreme winter 
conditions.

AMERICAN RED 
CROSS

Blood 
drive set

“I knew I needed stitches after a young horse jolted back and hit me in the face. What I didn’t 
know was where I’d get the best care. My biggest fear was being left with a big scar. But that 
all changed when I went to Bronson Battle Creek. I didn’t wait long. And everyone in that 
emergency department was so comforting and kind. My doctor was fantastic, too. He made 
me laugh when I needed it most, and my face healed up nicely. So thanks, Bronson, for making 
my bad day a whole lot better.”

Talia Champlin, Battle Creek, Michigan, December 30, 2013

When one person shares their positivity, we all share in it. Your stories have the power to 
change lives. So if Bronson Positivity has impacted your life, we’d like to hear from you. 
Share your story at bronsonpositivity.com.

bronsonpositivity.com
share
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By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

COLDWATER —
Whether moving to a new
location for work or pleas-
ure, how important is it to
have Internet access and
cell phone signals? 

For some people, the lack
thereof may be a deal-
breaker. Smaller commu-
nities may have to compete
with larger cities that offer
several different Internet
providers and cell phone
carriers.

Several local shops in
Branch County offer free
wi-fi service as a way to
draw customers to their es-
tablishments. 

The Branch District Li-
braries offer free wi-fi and
in-house computers are also
available for usage. John
Rucker, assistant director
and systems administrator,
said, “The first several years
I was here — I’ve been here
10-and-a-half years — the
usage of our computers
steadily increased. 

“Now the usage has gone
down, and I contribute that
to people getting mobile de-
vices,” he continued. “No-
tably, the wi-fi usage has
gone up because of the usage
of personal devices.”

The libraries keep track
of the usage at each branch,
which is defined as one de-
vice accessing the wi-fi for
an hour or less. 

In 2011 the aggregate
numbers for all six branches
of the Branch District Li-
brary showed a total wireless
access usage of 113,690,
whereas in 2013 the total
was 217,215. 

The busiest time of day at
all branches is between 4
and 6 p.m.

Wi-fi is offered 24-7 at all
branches. The maximum
number of wi-fi users at the
Coldwater branch from mid-
night to 1 a.m. is 22 and
three at the remote Algansee
branch. 

“We figured out that we
could serve an important
group of people who couldn’t
come into our building dur-
ing businesses hours,” Rucker
said. “We see it as a way to
serve people.”

The Coldwater Board of
Public Utilities offers a va-
riety of Internet packages
from dial-up to a quick mo-
dem with 6 Mbps download
power.

Brad Love moved to
Branch County almost three
years ago from Shiawassee
County for work. He said
Internet and cell phone sig-
nals were not considerations
in moving here, but that
“When I finally found a place
to live — I live in the country
— I did ask about Internet
access.”

“I have DMCI broadband,”
he said. “The bane of my ex-
istence is cell phone signals.
Before I switched providers,
I had five to 10 dropped calls
a day at home. It’s gotten
better, but the lack of signal
is still aggravating.”

Marcus Reynolds moved
to Hillsdale County seven
months ago, also for work.
He too said it was not a con-

sideration or factor in choos-
ing where to live, but thought
the signals would be better
than they are. 

“I think in some areas it’s
worse; it varies,” he said. “I
bought a signal booster and
it helps, but you have to be
right next to it — you can’t
walk around the house with
the phone and still get In-
ternet access.”

Both newcomers agreed
that Internet and technology
have a stronghold on society
as whole. 

“It’s sad that technology
has a grip on life’s deci-
sions,” said Love. “It’s defi-

nitely a selling point when
you have access to good
cell phone and Internet,
especially in cases of emer-
gency.”

Although Internet access
and cell phone service may
be lacking in smaller areas,
especially rural ones, the
community has stepped up
to supplement with services
for the residents. 

Not only do the libraries
offer free wi-fi, but other
locations such as North-
woods Coffee Co., McDon-
ald’s, Ponderosa Steak
House and Biggby Coffee
offer access as well. 

I Promise …
To care for you when you’re sick or hurt.

To understand that a hospital visit can
be stressful for you and those you love.

To treat you as promptly and eff ectively as possible. 

To bring you the best of modern medicine 
and the most personal care.

To keep you informed, and make you as comfortable as possible. 

To ease your pain and your fears.

To treat your family like my family.

To listen and respond to your concerns — big or small.

To make your hospital experience truly exceptional.

At the Community Health Center, every employee signs a written pledge to provide 
excellent care and exceptional customer service to every patient, every day. Th eir 
commitment is your promise of a high quality, highly personal health care experience.

Read more about our promise to patients at chcbc.com.
274 E. Chicago St.  |   Coldwater, MI  |   517-279-5254 Mari-Lynn, Surgical Services
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What we offer
Branch District Library branches offer free wi-fi and resources for online reading.

COURTESY PHOTO

Residents looking for places to plug in

Customers use the free wi-fi service at Biggby Coffee
in Coldwater.

COURTESY PHOTO

Industry vendors created the first
version of wi-fi back in 1997. 

The market for consumer products
exploded starting in 1999.
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By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

COLDWATER —
Whether moving to a new
location for work or pleas-
ure, how important is it to
have Internet access and
cell phone signals? 

For some people, the lack
thereof may be a deal-
breaker. Smaller commu-
nities may have to compete
with larger cities that offer
several different Internet
providers and cell phone
carriers.

Several local shops in
Branch County offer free
wi-fi service as a way to
draw customers to their es-
tablishments. 

The Branch District Li-
braries offer free wi-fi and
in-house computers are also
available for usage. John
Rucker, assistant director
and systems administrator,
said, “The first several years
I was here — I’ve been here
10-and-a-half years — the
usage of our computers
steadily increased. 

“Now the usage has gone
down, and I contribute that
to people getting mobile de-
vices,” he continued. “No-
tably, the wi-fi usage has
gone up because of the usage
of personal devices.”

The libraries keep track
of the usage at each branch,
which is defined as one de-
vice accessing the wi-fi for
an hour or less. 

In 2011 the aggregate
numbers for all six branches
of the Branch District Li-
brary showed a total wireless
access usage of 113,690,
whereas in 2013 the total
was 217,215. 

The busiest time of day at
all branches is between 4
and 6 p.m.

Wi-fi is offered 24-7 at all
branches. The maximum
number of wi-fi users at the
Coldwater branch from mid-
night to 1 a.m. is 22 and
three at the remote Algansee
branch. 

“We figured out that we
could serve an important
group of people who couldn’t
come into our building dur-
ing businesses hours,” Rucker
said. “We see it as a way to
serve people.”

The Coldwater Board of
Public Utilities offers a va-
riety of Internet packages
from dial-up to a quick mo-
dem with 6 Mbps download
power.

Brad Love moved to
Branch County almost three
years ago from Shiawassee
County for work. He said
Internet and cell phone sig-
nals were not considerations
in moving here, but that
“When I finally found a place
to live — I live in the country
— I did ask about Internet
access.”

“I have DMCI broadband,”
he said. “The bane of my ex-
istence is cell phone signals.
Before I switched providers,
I had five to 10 dropped calls
a day at home. It’s gotten
better, but the lack of signal
is still aggravating.”

Marcus Reynolds moved
to Hillsdale County seven
months ago, also for work.
He too said it was not a con-

sideration or factor in choos-
ing where to live, but thought
the signals would be better
than they are. 

“I think in some areas it’s
worse; it varies,” he said. “I
bought a signal booster and
it helps, but you have to be
right next to it — you can’t
walk around the house with
the phone and still get In-
ternet access.”

Both newcomers agreed
that Internet and technology
have a stronghold on society
as whole. 

“It’s sad that technology
has a grip on life’s deci-
sions,” said Love. “It’s defi-

nitely a selling point when
you have access to good
cell phone and Internet,
especially in cases of emer-
gency.”

Although Internet access
and cell phone service may
be lacking in smaller areas,
especially rural ones, the
community has stepped up
to supplement with services
for the residents. 

Not only do the libraries
offer free wi-fi, but other
locations such as North-
woods Coffee Co., McDon-
ald’s, Ponderosa Steak
House and Biggby Coffee
offer access as well. 

I Promise …
To care for you when you’re sick or hurt.

To understand that a hospital visit can
be stressful for you and those you love.

To treat you as promptly and eff ectively as possible. 

To bring you the best of modern medicine 
and the most personal care.

To keep you informed, and make you as comfortable as possible. 

To ease your pain and your fears.

To treat your family like my family.

To listen and respond to your concerns — big or small.

To make your hospital experience truly exceptional.

At the Community Health Center, every employee signs a written pledge to provide 
excellent care and exceptional customer service to every patient, every day. Th eir 
commitment is your promise of a high quality, highly personal health care experience.

Read more about our promise to patients at chcbc.com.
274 E. Chicago St.  |   Coldwater, MI  |   517-279-5254 Mari-Lynn, Surgical Services
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What we offer
Branch District Library branches offer free wi-fi and resources for online reading.

COURTESY PHOTO

Residents looking for places to plug in

Customers use the free wi-fi service at Biggby Coffee
in Coldwater.

COURTESY PHOTO

Industry vendors created the first
version of wi-fi back in 1997. 

The market for consumer products
exploded starting in 1999.
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By Gary Baker
Twitter: @TDRsports

BRANCH COUNTY —
Workout trends come and
go, changing daily. 

The same can be said
about technology, which is
also being used to help in-
dividuals track and achieve
their workout goals. 

There's an app for every-
thing today, and the fitness
industry  and others 
have taken full advantage,
developing thousands of
apps for the public. 

Locally, Corey Parker —
owner and operator of
CrossFit Livewire has taken
advantage of the technology
available to track his work-
out improvements and
align toward his goals. 

Parker noted that the
apps available are a great
supplement for individuals
looking to achieve and track
their progress. 

“I think the apps have
been helpful for the fitness
industry,” said Parker. “A
lot of my members have
searched for apps to see
what works for them.”

Parker's personal choice,
myWOD, is a $1.99 app
designed for both iPhone
and iPad, which can help
track past WODs (Workout
of the Day), as well as graph
progress over time. It fea-
tures a built-in heart rate
monitor and consistently
updates WODs, which can
help Parker set up workouts
for his members. 

“When I was searching
for an app to help me, I
found this (myWOD) and
really like it,” said Parker.
“These apps can help put
together game plans ... its'
like having a personal
trainer right there with
you.”

Even the Boston
Marathon has an app for
this years' race. The Boston
Marathon World Run app
launched by the Boston
Athletic Association will
allow runners to take part
in the event regardless of
ability, location or age. 

Local personal trainer
Josh Englehart takes a bit
of a different approach
when it comes to these
technological “supple-
ments."

Englehart — who has
appeared in publications
such as Men’s Health Mag-
azine — has a goal of get-
ting his clients broken off
and doing their own rou-
tines. He is all about get-
ting into the gym, learning
the lifts and exercises re-
quired to meet one’s ob-
jectives and goals.

“I’m old school,” said En-
glehart. “I’ve always
preached that to people.
It’s fine to use apps to track
your workouts, but it kind
of impedes workouts, as
people take so much time
fumbling around with their
phones and iPads in the
gym.”

Although Englehart sup-
ports the use of various
technologies available, he
noted that many people
have difficulties just getting
into the gym after pur-
chasing their membership.
Noting that many purchase

a couple hundred dollars
worth of gym clothes and
shoes, these apps can be-
come another piece of
equipment. 

“Whatever gets people
in the gym I support,” said
Englehart. “But people
need to allow for a routine
before you get out and buy
all of these supplements
and things; because they
can turn out to be another
piece of equipment that
people may end up not us-
ing.”

So the question is, are
people replacing gym
memberships with apps? 

The data says no. 
According to a survey re-

leased in May, the Inter-
national Health, Racquet,
and Sportsclub Association
(IHRSA) reported a 10 per-
cent increase in health club
memberships since 2008.
Although a small increase
(2.5 percent) over the four-
year period, the numbers
also report that over 60
percent of Americans reg-
ularly worked out  the
fifth straight year which
the numbers remained at
that level or better. 

So what do the numbers
say? 

Obviously, the fitness in-
dustry will only grow
stronger in the United
States. Revenue in the in-
dustry alone in 2012 was
at $21.8 billion, up $1.5
billion over 2010  as over
52 million Americans have
some kind of fitness center
membership as of last year
— up from 41.3 million in
2005. As the trends are on
the upswing, technology is
sure to further impact the
fitness industry, as count-
less Americans look to im-
prove both their health and
lifestyles. 

Just like specialized diets,
drinks and protein bars

these apps are just another
supplement that individ-
uals can use to help track
their progress in fitness. 

These pieces of technol-
ogy are becoming a big
part of what has become
a big business  world-
wide. 
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265 South Sprague
Coldwater, MI 
517-278-6989

• CCarpets
• UUpholstery
• HHouse CCleaning
• JJanitorial
One CCall CCleans IIt AAll!
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Personal trainers are still one of the best ways to get a great workout and achieve
fitness goals.

COURTESY PHOTO

How we stay fit
Apps can be supplement to 
traditional workout routines

• According to the IHRSA, there were 30,500 health
clubs in the US as of Jan. 2013. 

• Worldwide, that number is at 153,000 as of the
same time period. 

• Globally, the industry made revenues of $75.7 billion
in 2012.

• According to the U.S. Labor Department, there were
267,000 personal trainers in the U.S. as of 2012  a 44
percent increase over a decade. That same statistic is
expected to rise by 13 percent by 2022.

• Being dedicated is important. The CDC has con-
cluded that some $12 billion is spent annually on un-
used gym memberships.

By the Numbers

By Chris Worst
Twitter: ChrisWorst_TDR

BRANCH COUNTY —
Don Miller, a longtime
Coldwater resident who
now resides in Ver-
montville, may have never
started researching his fam-
ily history without the In-
ternet.

“I can’t even fathom the
efforts that would be in-
volved with doing the re-
search without the Internet

and computers,” said Miller.
“I can go to the Internet,
research a historical book
on Hillsdale County and
everything about a single
name in seconds. Without
the Internet I would likely
have to read nearly every
word of the book to learn
about a single paragraph
concerning a family mem-
ber.”

Miller, who has a long
history of family in Branch
and Hillsdale counties, is

one of a growing number
of people using the Internet
for genealogical purposes.
Websites and online data-
bases abound, offering in-
terested people the oppor-
tunity to search documents
and records very quickly
and from nearly anywhere.

Ancestry.com, one of the
most prolific online re-
sources for genealogical
material, boasts approxi-
mately 2.7 million members

Where we find our roots

Walt Lane works at the Coldwater Public Library and helps people learn about their
family history. 

CHRIS WORST PHOTO

Technology makes discovering
family history easier than ever

See Roots, Page C9

Many apps are available to help with your workout.
COURTESY PHOTO
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By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

COLDWATER — Tech-
nology is rapidly evolving
— and many people are
looking to the Internet for
answers to important ques-
tions. 

One could question, is
technology a positive aspect
in relation to faith?

Many churches and min-
istries in the area and across
the country have websites,
Twitter and Facebook ac-
counts as a way to reach
larger audiences. 

How does this sit with
our local houses of worship
— and do local pastors and
church leaders see the dig-
ital age as a way to help in
growing church congrega-
tions? 

The consensus is yes. 
“Websites are a definite

help in growing congrega-
tions,” said Northview
Christian Church pastor
Jeffrey Bream. “They are
the first contact we have
with many visitors.  It is
the first impression we give
many people.”

Most church leaders
agree that new visitors to
the church have already
viewed their websites to see
what their belief systems
are, what their service times
are and if there are any
special activities scheduled. 

“With young people, if
we want to find things we
go online,” said Trevor Tra-
cy, administrative director
for Union Church of Quincy
“If they can find our church
online and view our web-
site, it only benefits our
church.

“People are using it and
we try to add more to it
regularly,” Tracy added.

These churches and
many others with websites
often upload their Sunday
sermons using a podcast.
This can be very beneficial
for individuals who are un-
able to attend a church serv-
ice for a variety of reasons. 

“(Northview administra-
tive assistant) Sherri tries
to update the website week-
ly — the front page changes
the most and gets the most
attention,” said Bream. “An-
other valuable page is our
sermon page.  Especially if
one is ill or can’t get out
for some reason or they
missed the Sunday serv-
ice.”

Union Church of Quincy
also provides the commu-
nity with the opportunity
to listen to the pastor and
guest speakers' Sunday
messages.

“We record our sermons
and they are put online
every week,” said Tracy.

For more information on
local churches, search the
Internet and it's a guarantee
that several websites will
show up. 

Along with that, search

Facebook and Twitter to
stay up-to-date on happen-
ings at these churches. 

“It is a great tool of com-
munication that has a def-
inite role in helping church-
es communicate with those
inside and outside its walls,”
said Bream. 

worldwide.
Lynnell Eash, manager

of the Bronson branch of
the Branch District Library,
said she has had several
people come to the library
and use Ancestry.com;
however, most come to re-
search their family lineage
the old-fashioned way —
the Bronson library has
many old editions of the
Bronson Journal on micro-
fiche and in paper form,
along with census records
and some marriage records.

“It kind of goes in spurts,”
explained Eash. 

She said it seems many
people gain interest in fam-
ily history depending on

the programs they see on
television. Nevertheless,
she has seen people from
as far away as California
come to use the library’s
resources for genealogical
purposes.

“I would love to help peo-
ple here,” said Eash. “If you
have any family histories,
we ask you to bring in
those.”

“Most people start out
their search on the (on-
line) ancestry programs,”
said Walt Lane of the
Coldwater Public Library. 

Lane said he has helped
numerous people discover
more about their ances-
tries, many of whom start-

ed online and traced their
lineage back to Branch
County. 

According to Lane,
while ancestry programs
are a great start in ge-
nealogical research local
libraries and archives are
still an integral part of the
process.

The Coldwater Public
Library, which has a “Her-
itage Room” annexed to
the Coldwater Branch
Public Library, is home to
thousands of records in-
cluding obituaries,
archived newspapers,
yearbooks and others.

“You are never going to
get everything they’ve got

in here computerized,” said
Lane. 

To Lane, the Internet re-
sources serve as a supple-
ment and assist in research,
but local libraries and
archives will never lose their
place.

“This is the best place for
me” to learn about family,
said Lane.

“The actual record pro-
vides not only proof but
may also contain informa-
tion about the individual
and their family,” said Miller. 

While online resources
can be very helpful, Miller
said having the actual phys-
ical record is still very im-
portant. 
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ROOTS
From Page C3

The Bronson Branch of the Branch District Library is one place where Branch County residents go to find out
about their ancestors. 

CHRIS WORST PHOTO

How we worship
Technology aids
people in their faith

Church services are often streamed live over the Inter-
net for those who cannot make it out to go to them.

COURTESY PHOTO
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By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

UNION CITY — Acting 
on a tip, Michigan State 
Police (MSP) located miss-
ing teen Cheyanne Knapp 
on Saturday.

Knapp had not been seen 
since leaving middle school 

Wednesday.
Just before 11 a.m., MSP 

offi  cers aided by Union City 
Police troopers searched 
a house on S. Broadway 
and found the 13-year-old 
hiding in the attic.

Troopers said the couple 
who lived in the home were 
arrested for harboring a 

juvenile runaway, contrib-
uting to the delinquency of 
a minor and obstructing a 
police investigation.

Both were taken to the 
Branch County Jail. Their 
names are being withheld 
until Branch County Pros-
ecutor formally authorizes 
charges today.

Knapp is a material wit-
ness in an August felony 
case. Her mother said she 
was upset and concerned 
after the defendant had 
stalked their Arney Road 
home in Sherwood town-
ship after MSP began the 
investigation.

Child Protective Services 

was called in to take custody 
of the child and proceedings 
are expected to be fi led in 
Branch County Probate 
Court for her today.

COUPLE ARRESTED

Missing teen located
Cheyanne Knapp

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

LANSING — State Sen. 
Bruce Caswell has decided 

not to seek a 
new term in
office when
his current
term ends in 
January.

The 
Republican 

from Pittsford, who rep-
resents Branch, Hillsdale, 
and Lenawee Counties in 
the Michigan Senate, was 
elected to the position in 
2010. He is not prevented 

SURPRISE   
ANNOUNCEMENT

State Sen. 
Caswell 
won't run  
in election

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

HOUSTON — Gasoline 
prices, not temperatures, 
are rising in the Midwest 
thanks mostly to global 
unrest, the Oil and Gas 
Journal reports online.

From $3.30 a gallon, 
pump pricies jumped a 
second time Friday to 
$3.75 a gallon in Coldwater.

Crude oil futures prices 
rose on the New York and 
London markets, which 
analysts attributed to inter-
national political risks and 
supply reductions in some 

Global 
unrest 
blamed for 
fuel prices

GAS PRICES

Gas prices jumped Friday 
41 cents over prices two 
weeks ago.

Caswell

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

O V I D  T O W N S H I P 
— The Branch County 
Sheriff 's Office (BCSO) 
removed nine thin horses 
and one dead one from a 
farm at 404 Warren Road 
Friday after the owner was 
arrested and charged with 
felony animal abuse; a 
four-year felony.

Geoff rey Paul Eickmann, 
33, was taken into custody 
by Angola, Ind. police at 
work Thursday after a 
warrant was issued for his 
arrest. He waived extradi-
tion to Michigan and was 
returned to the Branch 
County jail  where he 

remains under a $25,000 
cash or surety bond. He 
will be arraigned in district 

court today.
Neigh-

bors along 
Warren 
Road 
noticed the 
herd of Ara-
bians in the 
pasture and 

they appeared to be starv-
ing. One began dropping 
hay and water for them. 
Others along the road to 
Coldwater Lake chipped 
in for the large round bales.

The horses had eaten 
wood fence posts down to 
the ground and chewed 
up wood in the barn along 

with all vegetation they 
could reach.

One of the concerned 
neighbors fi nally contacted 
Branch County Sheriff 
Office (BCSO) early last 
week and showed them 
pictures of the ill-fed 
animals.

Sgt. Jim Holt and deputy 
Al Fleming began the 
investigation. Neighbors 
who contacted Eickmann 

said he told them he left 
the horses to fend for them-
selves while he worked and 
attended school in Indiana.

The only water was in 
a plastic tub filled with 
snow. A small heater could 
not thaw enough in the 
extreme cold for the horses 
to drink.

There was hay in the 

ANIMAL ABUSE

Eickmann charged 
after sheriff  deputies 
rescue nine horses

Ribs show on one of nine rescued horses. BCSO PHOTO

Eickmann

Julia Littley helping KayLynn Sandberg, 4, decorate her cookie. CHRISTY HART-
HARRIS PHOTO

Mikey Arias Valencia, 12, pre-
pares to make a hand print. 
CHRISTY HART-HARRIS PHOTO 

O n Saturday, the Cold-
water branch of 
the Branch District 

Library invited children 
of all ages to celebrate the 
110th birthday of the famous 
children's book author, Dr. 
Seuss.

The theme was a Hawai-
ian Luau and children were 
greeted with a Hawaiian 
Lei. In addition, they made 
fi sh using their hand prints, 
made Cat in the Hat decora-
tions and much more.  

BDL celebrates 
Dr. Seuss' birthday

READING IS FUN

SEE CASWELL,  A5

SEE GAS,  A5SEE HORSES,  A5

Your Health. Your Choice.Your Health. Your Choice.Your Health. Your Choice.Your Health. Your Choice.
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