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AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

COLDWATER — Join 
the Coldwater branch of the 
Branch District Library as 
Penny Briscoe discusses the 
purple martins on Feb. 20 
at 6:30 p.m.

Briscoe, a martin land-
lord for 27 years in the 
Vicksburg area, will pres-
ent the knowledge she 
has gained throughout 

the years, including how 
she and her husband have 
assisted with nesting and 
raising the young.

Purple martins, the larg-
est of the swallow family, are 
the most in need of human 
assistance for their sur-
vival. The purple martins 
breed in human-provided, 
c o l o ny - ty p e  h o u s i n g . 
The species’ numbers are 
dropping, especially in 
Michigan, due to habitat 

loss and changing weather 
patterns.

“It is both entertaining 
and rewarding to provide 
housing for such a beauti-
ful, friendly and vulnerable 
native-bird — one that has 
a large repertoire of cheer-
ful song and chatter and 
fl ying skills worth watch-
ing for hours,” said Briscoe.

Fore more informa-
tion contact the library at 
278-2341.
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By Chris Worst
Twitter: @ChrisWorst_TDR

BRONSON — Bronson 
Jr.-Sr. High school will 
have a new clinic this year 
— a clinic run by the Com-
munity Health Center of 
Branch County.

Representatives from 
the Community Health 
Center of Branch County 
were on hand at the Bron-
son Board of Education’s 
meeting earlier this week 
to announce the begin-
ning of the school health 
program, which has been 
made possible by a grant.

Teresa Gillette, school 
health program man-
ager, said “telemedicine,” 
which will be used in the 
clinic, is a relatively new 
technology.

“Telemedicine is used a 
lot in larger institutions, 
such as the University of 
Michigan,” said Gillette. 
“You don’t usually see it 
too much in a rural area.”

Te l e m e d i c i n e  u s e s 
“tele-med” karts, which 
contain computers and 
medical instruments that 
will allow a nurse and a 
student at Bronson Jr.-Sr. 
High School to consult 
with a pediatrician at the 
CHC over the Internet. 
The pediatrician can see 

high-resolution images 
taken by the nurse at the 
school in real time, allow-
ing the pediatrician to 
diagnose a student’s ail-
ment without actually 
having to travel to Bronson 
to do it.

“A provider way across 
town can see those images,” 
said Gillette. “You can have 
that whole conversation 
just as if (the pediatrician) 
were standing in front of 
you.”

One issue raised by the 
Bronson Board of Educa-
tion was whether or not 
the clinic would provide 
contraceptives or informa-
tion regarding abortion to 
students.

“My concern, and the 
concern of my board, 
would be the appearance 
that we condone that type 
of activity,” said superin-
tendent Jim Modert.

“Our stance has always 
been abstinence in every 
case,” said Gillette. “We are 
there to provide education 
on why are they making 
that choice; can they not 
make that choice in the 
future.”

G i l l e t t e  f u r t h e r 
explained that while the 
CHC would not be pro-
viding contraceptives to 
students, “we feel that 

they should be provided 
education on what they 
could use.”

As Medicare provides 
for unlimited access to 
condoms, such education 
would include informing 
students that condoms are 
an option if they choose 
to engage in such “risky 
behavior.”

Ne wly-e lec ted  v ice 
president Deb Balowski 
questioned whether stu-
dents without insurance 
would have issues access-
ing the clinic. Gillette 
explained that every stu-
dent will be accepted if 
they come to the clinic, 
regardless of whether or 
not they had insurance.

The clinic, which is 
the fi rst of its kind in the 
county, will be open Tues-
day through Friday and 
will serve students at the 
Jr.-Sr. High School. Randy 
DeGroot, CEO of CHC, 
said he hopes the program 
will be able to expand 
in the future to include 
younger Bronson students.

Balowski praised the 
program.

“I’m very excited about 
the fact that you will be 
here,” she said to the rep-
resentatives from the CHC. 
“We’re very excited to have 
this in Bronson.”

STUDENT HEALTH

CHC establishes new 
health clinic at Bronson 
Jr.-Sr. High School
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believed Balizet was high 
on meth at the time of the 
crimes, despite Balizet’s 
claim he used meth only 
once 20 hours before his 
fi rst attempt to enter a plea.

The judge placed Balizet 
on two-years probation 
after he completes 90-days 
in jail. O’Grady also issued 

a warning that Balizet 
could go to prison for up 
to two years if he violates 
probation. “The evil and 
devil of meth wait around 
the corner when you don’t 
believe you have a meth 
problem,” judge O’Grady 

said.
Balizet was placed on 

probation in St. Joseph 
County for similar charges 
after he was allowed to plea 
to a misdemeanor there and 
charges dismissed against 
his wife.

METH
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 “The evil and devil of meth wait around 
the corner when you don’t believe you 
have a meth problem.”
— Judge O’Grady

Briscoe to discuss purple martins

ACROSS THE GENERATIONS

HOW TO VOTE: Invite all of your family and friends to register for FREE on the website:
www.thedailyreporter.com/cutestbaby. This must be done on a computer not a phone.

You can vote up to 10 times a day for the cutest baby!
Voting dates: Wednesday, January 15 through Wednesday, January 29, 2014.

Parent’s Names:
Melissa and Patrick

Birthdate: 5-11-13

Isabella

Parent’s Names:
Mickeya and Scott
Birthdate: 6-11-13

Chase

Parent’s Names:
Louie and Erin

Birthdate: 9-6-13

Savannah

Parent’s Names:
Austin and Jessica
Birthdate: 3-25-13

Dean

Parent Name:
Melinda

Birthdate: 3-6-12

Kaylee

Parent’s Names:
Toni and Christopher

Birthdate: 2-27-12

Hayden
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POWER PROTECTION
365 DAYS
PER YEAR

Generac Portable
Generator

OVERSTOCK
GP5500 5500kw

$69900
The GP 5500 is the perfect solution for
tailgating, camping, power tool use—

even emergency backup power.
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