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AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Af-
ter a last-minute bid on 
92 West Chicago St. con-
tinued the bidding war 
for the historic Standard 
Oil station, the Coldwater 
City Council voted to re-
solve the sale once and for 
all at its Oct. 28 meeting.

At least that is the hope.
Edward Jones finan-

cial advisor Tracey Kelley 
offered $50,000 to top 
the $47,000 offer made 
last month by James 
Gordon, CPA. Both al-
ready have downtown 
business locations.

The council voted to 
hold an auction at 4 p.m. 
Oct. 28 at the munici-
pal building — with a 
starting bid of $51,000 
should anyone want to 
top Kelley.

In August Orthotic Care 
— the current city tenant 
— topped an original bid 

of $40,000 by Gordon, 
who came back a month 
later at $47,000. An ap-
praisal valued the proper-
ty at $40,000.

City Manager Jeff Budd 
said the bidders “are frus-
trated — not happy with 
the process. It’s the worst 
case scenario (for the bid-
ders) in each case.”

The city charter re-
quires that any offer to 

purchase city real estate 
must sit on the table af-
ter acceptance for at least 
30 days for other offers in 
order to prevent special 
dealings by the city.

The city can reject a 
higher bid, but Mayor 
Tom Kramer said it would 
be hard if someone of-
fered a much more sub-
stantial amount.

In accepting Kelley’s 

bid the council made it 
clear the city will take the 
highest bid at the auction. 
The auction bid must also 
be held for 30 days.

Councilman Chris 
Pierce stated, “Make it 
clear that will be the final 
bid.” Kramer agreed.

“We will commit to the 
price at the auction,” he 
said.

The Downtown Devel-
opment Authority made 
it clear it would prefer a 
retail business to go in-
to the building. Com-
munity Services Direc-
tor Keith Baker said the 
city cannot control what 
goes in the building if it 
meets zoning and other 
ordinances.

There are deed restric-
tions, however, so the his-
toric nature of the outside 
of the structure cannot be 
changed.

The proceeds will go to 
the DDA for downtown 
improvements.

92 WEST CHICAGO

Auction set to fi nalize sale

The City of Coldwater will hold an auction Oct. 28 for 
the Standard Oil building at  92 W. Chicago St. DON REID 
PHOTO

What better way to teach about science in October than to blow 
up jack-o-lanterns and make green ooze fl ow from their carved 
mouths? Bob Hostetler, science teacher at Coldwater High 
School, did just that by showing children and their parents 
diff erent experiments Saturday at the Coldwater branch of the 
Branch District Library. Despite the rainy weather, attendees 
stood outside the library and watched as Hostetler used 
diff erent chemicals to achieve reactions and create spooky, fun 
experiments. CHRISTY HART-HARRIS PHOTOS

EXPLODING PUMPKINS

Hostetler teaches science — through pumpkins

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

BRONSON — Bron-
son Jr.-Sr. High School 
math teacher Sue Quit-
er has a passion for more 
than just numbers.

She also enjoys 
archery.

After discussing the 
concept of starting an 
archery team with the 
school’s principal, Wes-
ley McCrea, the archery 
team was established as 
an elective.

“It’s a win-win for ev-
eryone,” said Quiter.

McCrea agreed.
“We are proud of her 

eff orts,” he said.
In June, Quiter applied 

for a grant through the 
Meemic Foundation for 

the Future of Education. 
Created by Meemic In-
surance Co. in 1992, the 
non-profi t organization 
supports the eff orts of 
teachers and educators 
from pre-school through 
college.

“They informed me 
that we received the 
grant two weeks ago. 
The money will provide 
new targets, arrows and 
strings,” said Quiter.

Lori and Mike Deem 
from Deem Insurance 
agency in Jonesville have 
been members of the 
Meemic Insurance group 
for 14 years.

Lori presented Quiter 
and McCrea with a check 
during Bronson’s home-
coming assembly last 
week.

Archery team 
receives grant

Pictured are Bronson Jr.-Sr. High School principal 
Wesly McCrea, Lori Deem of Deem Insurance Agen-
cy and Bronson teacher, Sue Quiter. CHRISTY HART-HAR-
RIS PHOTO

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS

Hostetler uses chemicals to create smoke and fire in the mouth of a carved pumpkin.

Hostetler uses chemicals to create oozing foam in 
carved pumpkins.

Upickem Pro Football
Big Game Challenge

How it works:
Click on the link on our website at www.thedailyreporter.com

or http://thedailyreporter.com/pro-football
and create your profile under the registration tab. Players pick winning games

of all pro football games  each week. Players guess scores of Monday night
games as weekly tiebreakers. Players can also play our “survivor game”;

each week they choose a team they think is going to win; players are
eliminated from the game if their game loses; each team can only be chosen

once. Second Street provide national weekly prizes and overall prizes.
Visit the website for official rules and prizes.

WEEK 8 GAMES

THINK 
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PRO FOOTBALL?
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DEAR DOCTOR K: At 65, 
I have begun to notice ti-
ny threadlike shapes in 
my vision. My doctor calls 
them "fl oaters." Should I be 
concerned?

DEAR READER: "Float-
ers" describes the dots, 
threads or cobwebs that we 
notice drifting across our 
line of vision as we get old-
er. You're more likely to no-
tice fl oaters when you are 
looking at a page of a book, 
a computer screen or a sol-
id, light background. Float-
ers move as your eye moves 
and dart away when you try 
to look at them.

To understand fl oat-
ers, here's a quick refresh-
er on how your eyes are 
built. The light that enters 
your eyes through the pu-
pil passes through a crystal-
line lens inside the eye. The 
lens focuses the light on the 
back of your eye: the retina. 
It's similar to the lens on a 
camera focusing light on 
the fi lm (or, these days, on 
the digital sensor).

The retina is the light-
sensitive area where the 
whole image is registered 
before it is sent to the brain. 
The brain then interprets 
the image. The retina regis-
ters the tennis ball coming 
toward you; the brain esti-
mates where it will be with-
in the next second so that 
you can move there to hit it.

Between the lens and the 
retina is a fl uid called the 
vitreous. Floaters form in 
the vitreous. They are tiny 
clusters of cells or fl ecks of 
protein. When light coming 
into your eyes hits one of 
these little fl oaters, it casts 
a shadow on the retina. It's 
that shadow that you see, 
and call a fl oater.

Most fl oaters are harm-
less. As you age, the vitre-
ous fl uid starts to get thick-
er and denser, leading to 
the clumps of cells and pro-
teins. These changes in the 
vitreous also can cause suc-
tion that tugs on the retina. 
That can cause the retina to 
tear or to become detached. 
When that happens, a per-
son suddenly sees new 
fl oaters and fl ashing lights. 
In addition, the person of-
ten has impaired vision out 
of the aff ected eye. That is 
not harmless: It's a medical 
emergency. Prompt diagno-
sis and treatment can save 
a person's vision.

So if you have a sudden 
change in the number of 
fl oaters or fl ashing lights, 
or sudden poor vision, get 
help immediately. If noth-
ing has changed with your 
fl oaters, then the question 
is how much do they both-
er you. Floaters may break 
apart and dissolve natural-
ly. On the other hand, new 
fl oaters can form.

Floaters can be removed 
with surgery. Eye surgery 
these days is much more ef-
fective and safe than it was 
decades ago, but there is al-
ways a risk with surgery. 
One of my patients had 
surgery and has been forev-
er grateful.

Dr. Komaroff  is a physi-
cian and professor at Har-
vard Medical School. To 
send questions, go to Ask-
DoctorK.com, or write: Ask 
Doctor K, 10 Shattuck St., 
Second Floor, Boston, MA 
02115.

ASK DR. K

Most eye 
'fl oaters' 
are a 
harmless 
nuisance

DEAR ABBY: Veterans 
Day is next week, and I 
hope you'll address some-
thing I have encountered 
over the years. I am a Na-
vy veteran who served four 
years as a Seabee. I was one 
of the fi rst women to be as-
signed to a combat unit, 
and I am proud of my ser-
vice. However, I dread it 
when Veterans Day rolls 
around. Why do people as-
sume that because I'm a 
woman I am not a veteran?

Two years ago, when I 
went into a restaurant that 
serves veterans a free meal, 
the man in front of me was 
asked if he wanted a vet-
erans' menu. He declined. 
The hostess did not ask me 
if I needed one; I had to re-
quest it. Later in the meal, 
the manager went to each 
of the tables speaking to the 
veterans, but skipped mine.

Today, many women 
serve, and it should not be 
a stretch that some veter-
ans are female. Would you 
comment, Abby?
- OVERLOOKED IN LEX-
INGTON, KY.

DEAR OVERLOOKED: 
Gladly. I can understand 
why you were off ended. 
However, I hope you real-
ize that what happened oc-
curred because of these 
people's ignorance, and it 
wasn't personal. While our 
armed forces have always 
been predominantly male, 
women have offi  cially been 
part of our military only 
since World War II.

Many veterans wear hats 
or other items that identi-
fy what branch of the ser-
vice they were in. To pre-
vent this oversight from 
happening to you again, 
wear an insignia next Mon-
day, which is Veterans Day. 
If you do, it will draw atten-
tion to the fact that many 
women serve in the mili-
tary, which might be help-
ful to other female veterans. 
Thank you for your service 
to our country.

DEAR ABBY: My wife and 
I are having a disagreement 
about texting. She insist-
ed that you can text anyone 
anytime -- day or night. I 
feel you shouldn't text after 
a time when you wouldn't 
CALL someone.

Cellphones are set to ring 
when texts come in just as 
landlines do. I say if you 
don't need an immediate 
response, send an email. 
What is proper etiquette 
regarding when people 
should send texts?
- POLITE IN KATY, TEXAS

DEAR POLITE: I don't 
think there are hard-and-
fast rules of etiquette re-
garding texting - yet. But 
common sense would sug-
gest that if people suspect 
they "might" disturb some-
one by texting, then they 
should refrain. Of course, 
recipients who don't wish 
to be interrupted can put 
their cellphones on silent or 
turn them off .

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, al-
so known as Jeanne Phil-
lips, and was founded by 
her mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Write Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. 
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

DEAR ABBY

Veterans 
Day honors 
are for all 
who served 
- male and 
female

are utilized in an ef-
fort to bring awareness 
of domestic violence to 
athletes in the school 
systems.

By way of this program, 
athletes are provided in-
formation that will ed-
ucate them on the im-
portance of honoring, 
respecting, understand-
ing, empathizing and 
sympathizing with wom-
en and people in general.

According to the Unit-
ed Nations Entity for 
Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Wom-
en, “A 2013 global review 
of available data showed 
35 percent of women 
worldwide have experi-
enced either physical or 
sexual intimate partner 
violence or non-partner 
sexual violence. Howev-
er, some national violence 
studies show that up to 70 
percent of women have ex-
perienced physical or sexu-
al violence in their lifetime 
from an intimate partner.”

Each coach was provid-
ed material off ering sev-
eral community resources, 
statistics and a “playbook” 

with step-by-step instruc-
tions on relaying perti-
nent information to their 
players.

“The reason I want to 
bring this into the com-
munity is because I see it 
everyday. These kids need 
mentors,” said Jenny Ruf-
enacht, prevention and 
program director at the 
BCCADV.

The keynote speaker 
for the event was Major 
League Baseball umpire 
Scott Barry. He described 
how he came into umpir-
ing by fi rst starting out as 
a player and then becom-
ing a coach. Inspired by a 
group of freshmen while 
coaching at Bellevue, Bar-
ry realized that “Some of 
these kids see us more 
than they see their parents. 
It’s more than just x’s and 
o’s; it’s the impact coaches 
have on these kids and the 
long term aff ect we have 
on their lives.”

Barry went on to ex-
plain that winning and los-
ing are parts of the job, but 
every coach’s job should al-
so be to mentor the stu-
dents in order to develop 
a solid, responsible ath-
lete who will become an 
upstanding citizen and 
person.

The goal of the program 
is to teach the athletes with 
the hopes that the ath-
letes will then spread the 
knowledge to the rest of 
the student body.

BCCADV executive di-
rector Kim Hemker closed 
the program by asking the 
coaches if they could use 

this program.
“I think it depends on 

the reaction from the kids; 
for some kids this could 
lead into a lot,” said coach 
Randy Spangler.

Barry said, “You always 
remember the ones who 
were there for you. It’s all 
about helping these kids.”

BCCADV
From Page A1

Scott Barry discusses the importance of mentorship 
to coaches in Branch County. CHRISTY HART-HARRIS PHOTO
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By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @christytdr

COLDWATER — The 
public is invited to join 
representatives from the 
Coldwater branch of the 
Branch District Library 
and the Arab Ameri-
can National Museum 
(AANM) of Dearborn 
for a festive event to cel-
ebrate neighbors whose 
culture includes the Mus-
lim faith tradition and 
those with family ties to 
Yemen, one of the 22 na-
tions of the Arab World.

The free even begins 
at 1 p.m. Saturday with 
a presentation of new 
books and art. Guests will 
learn about the new titles 
from the Bridging Cul-
tures Bookshelf: Muslim 
Journeys program, chil-
dren’s and young adult 
books on Arab American 
themes donated by the 
museum and the AANM’s 

award-winning SURA 
student photography pro-
gram and exhibit, which 
will be on display through 
December.

The photography on 
display was done by Ar-
ab American middle 
school students in Dear-
born and Detroit. The 
AANM is also donating 
books to the Coldwater 
library.

“It’s a way to contin-
ue to do outreach. We are 
the only museum of its 

kind in the country. Our 
mission is to bring people 
together from all diff er-
ent cultures and provide 
a better understanding 
of the great diversity that 
is the United States of 
America,” said Linsday 
Robillard, spokesperson 
from the Arab American 
National Museum. “It’s 
a way to introduce our-
selves to the community 
as a useful resource.”

From 1:15 to 2 p.m. 
guests will enjoy compli-
mentary refreshments 
as performers demon-
strate a traditional Ye-
meni dance. Guests can 
also have their hands dec-
orated with elaborate, all-
natural henna designs.

Starting at 2 p.m. a vid-
eo screening of “Yeme-
ni Voices in America: 
Dr. Rashid Abdu” will be 
showing.

The Coldwater branch 

is one of 953 libraries and 
state humanities councils 
across the country select-
ed to receive the Bridg-
ing Cultures Bookshelf: 
Muslim Journeys form 
the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and 
the American Library 
Association.

According to a press re-
lease, “The program aims 
to familiarize public audi-
ences in the United States 
with the people, places, 
history, faith and cultures 
of Muslims in the Unit-
ed States and around the 
world.”

Additional support for 
the arts and media com-
ponents was provided by 
the Doris Duke Founda-
tion for Islamic Art.

For more informa-
tion call the library at 
278-2341.

ARAB AMERICAN NATIONAL MUSEUM

Bridging Cultures at the library

Clare County purchased 
eight and are converting 
one.

“We looked at one but 
they are not really com-
fortable enough about giv-
ing us a price yet on what 
it will cost to retrofi t one 
and get everything opera-
tional,” Arver said.

The BCRC had been on 
a cycle of purchasing two 
new trucks each year, but 
“we are already behind on 
that and could use four 
new trucks,” Arver stated.

The commission is fo-
cusing now on making 
trucks last longer. Crews 
will be required not to just 
wash out trucks after each 
salt use but to spray on a 
“debonding agent” to help 
get all the salt off .

There is still not enough 
money for road repair. To 
bring 80 percent of the 
county’s roads to good or 
fair condition would cost 
approximately $12.4 mil-
lion — then $8.4 mil-
lion annually to maintain 
them. Annual state fund-
ing is around $4 million, 
with much of that direct-
ed toward snow remov-
al and summer routine 
maintenance.

To meet these needs, 
“Someone has to come up 
with more funds — the 
state, the county, special as-
sessments,” Arver said.

“We are just maintaining 
the best we can to give (the 

public) basic levels of ser-
vice,” he  added.

Safety is also a concern.
“We are right on that 

line of dropping below 
standards,” Arver warned. 
“There are a couple (of 
roads) —  depending on the 
weather — that are unsafe.”

There are no standards 
for an unsafe road, “that is 
just a judgement call,” he 
added.

Accidents are a key indi-
cator, “but we don’t want 
to get to that point,” Arver 
stated.

Fremont Road, which 
Arver called “questionable” 
for safety, is in the worst 
shape of any other road in 
the county.

TRUCKS
From Page A1 Stocks. News. Advice.

The Street business content, in print and online

Downtown Coldwater
517-278-6575

Reg. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6,
Sat. 9-2, Closed Sunday

Email: lamppostchristian@hotmail.com

THE LITTLE STORE
WITH A BIG HEART

FOR THE LORD

Books, Bibles,
Gifts, Cards

CCLOCK
REPAIR

at the Allen Antique Barn
9247 West Chicago Road • US 12 Allen MI

(517) 869-2888
or at 105 Edwin • Colon, MI

We make housecalls for Grandfather clocks,
Call 1-800-440-9844

Authorized Service Center
For Howard Miller Clocks

Modern and Antique Clocks

JEANNE PHILLIPSDR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF
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AREA | BUSINESS
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

By Christy Hart-Harris
Twitter: @ChristyTDR

COLDWATER — The 
Branch County Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 
along with several repre-
sentatives from local busi-
nesses, showed support on 
Friday for Sassy Salon and 
Spa, located at 285 S. Di-
vision St., Coldwater as a 
ribbon cutting ceremony 
took place.

Owners Pat and Sally 
Roussey began renovating 
the building and lot last 
year and offi  cially opened 
their doors on June 3. Sal-
ly, a nail technician for the 
last fi ve years, shares the 
space with nail technician 

Sarah Pohl, and stylists 
Karen Hill and Shanel 
Thompson-Rodesiler.

“We worked many 
months and long hours 
and we are excited to be a 
part of the community and 
the chamber,” said Sally.

Scott Andrews will part-
ner with Sally to provide 
laser nail fungus remov-
al and tattoo removal by 
appointment.

“The laser nail fungus 
removal procedure was 
FDA-approved two years 
ago and this is the fi rst in 
the West Michigan area,” 
said Andrews.

Chamber executive ad-
ministrator Jamie Bracy 
expressed gratitude and 

good wishes for the new 
business.

“The Chamber thanks 
you all for coming here to 
support Sally and Pat on 
their beautiful new salon,” 
she said.

“We say thank you for 
being a part of the commu-
nity and the chamber.”

In addition to hair and 
nails, the salon off ers wax-
ing, natural nail manicures 
and spa pedicures. Sally is 
currently seeking a pro-
fessional to off er massages 
and facials.

Customers can schedule 
an appointment by calling 
227-5204 or by email at 
sassysalonandspa@ymail.
com.

NEW BUSINESS

Sally and Pat Roussey, center, owners of  Sassy Salon and Spa had a ribbon cutting 
ceremony Friday with representatives of the Branch Area Chamber of Commerce. 
CHRISTY HART-HARRIS PHOTO

Sassy Salon and 
Spa joins chamber

Ninety-six children ranging in age from 2 to 18 participated in the Coldwater 
branch of the Branch District Library's Fall into Reading initiative during the 
month of October. Reading a combined total of 89,581 pages, top participants 
were awarded Wednesday evening at the library. The reading initiative was 
sponsored by Cottage Inn Pizza of Coldwater and some winners received vouchers 
for free pizzas. The next reading initiative at the library will be in March during 
March is Reading Month. Initiatives are also planned for the summer months. 
Fall into Reading's winners included front, from left, Kendalyn Haviland, Ashlyn 
Findley, Talan Doll, Kambria Hisel and Kaylee Shaw and back from left, Andrew 
Findley, Hailey Findley, Carley Hart and Lauren Austin. Not pictured is Kymberly 
Rivas. CHRISTY HART-HARRIS PHOTO

OCTOBER INITIATIVE

Top readers awarded

By Ramit Plushnick-Masti
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — There is 
no shortage of ideas about 
how to save the Houston 
Astrodome, from trans-
forming it into an indoor 
skiing complex to creating 
an amusement park. 

Harris County commis-
sioners are in no rush to 
approve demolition, even 
though voters rejected a 

$217 million idea to turn 
the dome into a multipur-
pose facility, a plan once 
touted as the last chance to 
save the famous stadium.  

Harris County voted 
against it, 53 percent to 47 
percent.

They can leave it as is, 
abandoned but intact. They 
can demolish it for an esti-
mated $78 million and turn 
it into a parking lot. They 
can fi ll the demolition hole 

with water, creating a de-
tention pond for fl ood con-
trol. Or they can revisit old 
ideas. 

County offi  cial Willie 
Loston says as long as the 
Astrodome is standing, 
there’s always a chance to 
save it. 

The structure was a tech-
nological marvel when it 
opened in 1965, the fi rst 
domed, air-conditioned 
stadium.

HOUSTON

Astrodome may see 1 last 
inning after ‘no’ vote
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