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COLDWATER — Ivan 
Cruz Munoz, 24 of Cold-
water suffered critical in-
juries Wednesday night 
when his bike was rear-
ended by a semi truck in 
the middle of Garfield 

Road.
The accident occurred 

around 9:30 p.m. just 
west of Behnke Road 
as both Munoz and the 
truck driver were travel-
ing west toward the rail-
road tracks.

The tractor-trailer, 
driven by Jody Farris of 

Farris and Sons Farms, 
came over the crest of 
a hill on the road and 
struck Munoz, who was in 
the roadway.

Munoz suffered criti-
cal head injuries and was 
flown by AirCare to a Ka-
lamazoo hospital.

He was listed in critical 

condition as of Thursday 
afternoon.

Branch County Road 
Commission workers 
closed off the road for 
over three hours while 
Michigan State Police of-
ficers conducted an ac-
cident reconstruction 
investigation.

The accident occurred 
an hour after sunset. The 
investigation results are 
still pending.

Farris and his wife, who 
was with him, were not 
injured.

MSP officers deter-
mined there was no alco-
hol involved.

MAN CRITICALLY INJURED

Semi hits bicycle rider

Annabelle Tice jump ropes with Brooke Stevens and Izzabella Kinney at the Girl Scout Day Camp on Thurs-
day at Heritage Park. Branch County Girl Scouts attended a day camp at Heritage Park in Coldwater Tues-
day through Thursday this week. Each day had a theme. Thursday’s theme was camping. The girls learned 
to tie knots, then participated in a knot-tying competition. They decorated their tents and made crafts. 
Girls from troops in Coldwater, Quincy, Union City, Litchfi eld, Bronson and Homer attended the camp. Mi-
chelle Tice, a parent volunteer, said, “We’ve had around 25 girls each day. It’s been a nice turn out.” Look 
for more photos in Saturday’s Photo Finish! page.

HERITAGE PARK

Branch County Girl 
Scouts hold day camp

By Andy Barrand
abarrand@hillsdale.net

QUINCY — With on-
ly one action item on the 
Village of Quincy’s council 
agenda Tuesday night, the 
meeting was a relatively
short one.

The only action item 
was the approval to move 
forward with a grant 
proposal.

With the boards approv-
al the village will move
forward on applying for 
a Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quali-
ty Stormwater Asset Man-
agement and Wastewater 
Program grant.

The grant program of-
fers the village the oppor-
tunity for signifi cant grant
funding for the planning
and design of stormwater

QUINCY

Council 
moves 
forward 
with grant 
proposal

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — The 
Branch Area Food Pantry 
(BAFP) will be hosting a 
free hog roast, silent auc-
tion and scavenger hunt on 
Friday from 2 to 8 p.m.

The fundraising event 
is the fi rst of its kind for
the BAFP, and the Ea-
gles Lodge is providing 
the facilities sta!  ng and
dinnerware.

A free-will donation 
will be accepted, with all 
proceeds benefi ting the
Feeding Branch County 
Partnership.

The scavenger hunt be-
gins at 2 p.m. in the Eagles

BAFP

BAFP 
hosting 
fundraising 
event

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedialyreporter.com

COLDWATER — Au-
thor Victoria J. Burlew, a 
Branch County resident, 
will be at the Coldwater 
branch of the Branch Dis-
trict Library Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for a book 
signing and discussion 
of her novel titled, “What 
Nightmares Are Made Of.”

Burlew moved from 
Hillsdale County to Branch 
County in 1966 and was a 
Quincy High school gradu-
ate. She moved to Califor-
nia in 2009.

With a desire to write 
since she was a young child, 
Burlew spent six months 
writing the suspense-
thriller romance novel. She 

fi nished 
the book 
in 2000 
and recent-
ly had it 
published.

“My sis-
ter-in-law 

said I should make my sto-
ry into a novel so I decid-
ed to start writing,” said 
Burlew.

Citing Steven King  and 
her own vivid imagina-
tion as inspirations, Bur-
lew drew from life experi-
ence and fi ction to create 
the novel.

The novel follows 
20-year-old Samantha Be-
leaux of Black Hawk Mills 
Mich. during her life in 
the 1970s. After narrow-
ly escaping being raped in 

her hometown by an un-
der cover narcotics police 
o!  cer, she moves to Cali-
fornia looking for a fresh 
start.

After 20 years, she re-
turns to Black Hawk Mills 
to discover a string of grue-
some murders has been 
plaguing the small town 
since her departure. She 
has an idea of the serial 
killer’s identity — but must 
prove it without becoming 
a target herself.

Burlew’s novel is avail-
able online as an e-edition 
and can be purchased at 
local bookstores. She also 
donated several copies to 
the Quincy and Coldwater 
branch libraries.

Amazon has the book 
available for purchase and 

many readers have re-
viewed the book. One re-
view said, “I just fi nished 
reading ‘What Nightmares 
Are Made Of,’ and want-
ed to encourage all av-
id fi ction/mystery read-
ers to hurry to Amazon 
and purchase this book. I 
found myself constantly on 
the edge, wondering if the 
peril that was developing 
would envelop and destroy 
the victim(s), or if eventu-
ally, good would triumph 
over evil.”

A second review said, 
“Very good book, could 
not put it down once I got 
starting reading it. I real-
ly enjoyed the Michigan 
references as I am from 
Michigan. It brought the 
story close to home.”

COLDWATER BRANCH OF THE BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY

Local author to discuss her novel

Burlew
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■ What to Watch
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COMMENTARY from 
Lockwood Community 
Church pastor Shayne 
Looper.
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Wake up, people
To the Editor:
They are destroying our 

planet and they are kill-
ing us.

The Palisades nuclear 
plant has been dumping 
radioactive water into Lake 
Michigan, which now is 
getting fi lled with plastic.

The Associated Press has 
reported untold millions of 
plastic litter bits, some vis-
ible only through a micro-
scope, now being found in 
the Great Lakes by scien-
tists who have also studied 
gigantic masses of fl oat-
ing plastic in the world’s 
oceans.

Up yonder in Marshall, 
Enbridge is still trying to 
clean up the catastroph-
ic oil spill from three years 
ago, and a recent report 
said they have had to hire 
private security to keep 
protestors from disrupting 
construction of a new pipe-
line alongside the old.

Enbridge said they are 
“all for free speech” but are 
concerned for safety.

Really?
Who is going to keep the 

people and the environ-
ment safe from Enbridge?

Another news report 
said as the Obama admin-
istration comes closer to a 
decision on whether to ap-
prove construction of the 
much-debated Keystone 
XL pipeline, “costly clean-
up e! orts in two commu-
nities stricken by oil spills 
portend the potential haz-
ards of transporting heavy 
Canadian crude.”

That report talks of the 
Kalamazoo River disaster 
and Talmadge Creek, and 
of an Exxon Mobil pipeline 
burst last March in May-
fl ower, Arkansas, which 
spilled thousands of gal-
lons of oil and forced the 
evacuation of 22 homes.

I don’t think we can 
trust corporates any more 
than we can trust the 
elected o"  cials that serve 
them.

Norman Maclean, in his 
beautiful book “A River 
Runs Through It,” which 
was made into a beautiful 
movie, said “What a beau-
tiful world it was once.”

Oh, yes.
And it still is beautiful 

in many places, apart from 
where corporates have be-
haved irresponsibly and 
corporate-servant elected 
o"  cials have allowed them 
to do so.
— Roland Stoy, Coldwater

Summer reading 
program was 
community e! ort

To the Editor:
I would like to share a 

tale.
Like most tales, this one 

begins with,”Once upon a 
time in a land not so far 
away, there was a kingdom 
called ’Kids’ Place,’ which 
existed amongst the clouds 
of the once fair land of the 
Branch District Library 
System.”

While the kingdom was 
a pleasant place to visit, 
its treasure chest — aka — 
revenue had been dwin-
dling as the nasty drag-
on of economic hardship 
grew stronger and bolder.  
Those who guarded and 
kept the kingdom’s order 
began to despair.

How would they keep 
the dragon from destroy-
ing the kingdom’s yearly 
celebration of summer and 
reading?

After much delibera-
tion, envoys were sent out 
to search beyond the king-
dom’s borders for help. 
The kingdom’s gatekeepers 

kept vigilant watch as the 
days went by. Would the 
envoys fi nd help before 
the dragon had destroyed 
all that Kid’s Place sum-
mer reading meant to the 
community?

Just as hope was be-
ginning to fade, a rider 
was observed approach-
ing. Would they battle the 
dragon?

Yes, they would battle 
the dragon.

“Who are you?” asked 
the gatekeeper. 

“I represent the mem-
bers of the Coldwater Gar-
den Club, who will give of 
time, talent and money to 
the 2013 Summer Reading 
Program,” was the reply.

Soon other riders en-
tered the gates as well; 
some were familiar and 
known heroes of Kids’ 
Place — Coldwater Friends 
of the Library, McDonald’s 
and the Branch County 
4-H fair.

Other riders begin to ap-
pear: H.C Starck Manufac-
turing, Monarch Commu-
nity Bank, Century Bank 
& Trust, Southern Michi-
gan Bank, Wal-Mart Dis-
tribution Facility , Coldwa-
ter Meijer and Wal-Mart 
stores, Bill Mitchell of the 
Kalamazoo Rock Club, Lo-
retta Sherfi eld, Los Tequi-
los, Michael Ancil of Cold-
water Community Health 
Center, Branch County 
Sheri! ’s Dive Team, Jeb 
Arnold of Arnold’s Auto 
Parts, Scott Carpenter and 
Scott Winters of Carpenter 
Creations, Cindy Tate, Jody 
Pope, CJ Apel and Home 
Depot, Carol Kahanian, 
Theresa and Jessica Broad-
water, Mary Ellen Newton, 
Val Albright and the MSU 
Extension Service, Steve 
Covell and Culligan’s Wa-
ter Conditioning, Chris-
ty Harris of the Daily Re-
porter, Keith Baker of the 
City of Coldwater, Gretch-
en Ennis, Gail Finn, Rick 
Alzner and Will Council of 
the Michigan FBI.

With all these willing 
warriors, the battle was 
over before it began! No 
nasty dragon of economic 
woe kept the children and 
youth of Branch County 
from enjoying and partici-
pating in the annual Sum-
mer Reading Program. 
In fact, the inhabitants of 
the fair land came in ever-
growing numbers as the 
word spread of how much 
fun could be had in the 
kingdom of Kids’ Place.

Thus ends my tale. This 
summer proved that we 
have something rare and 
heart-warming here in 
Branch County: We have 
corporations and individ-
uals willing to give fi nan-
cially and more important-
ly of their gifts and time to 
help provide a fun-fi lled 
summer for the children of 
the community.

I believe fi rmly that as 
you give, so you receive. 
For all the enthusiasm and 
open-handed support, I 
experienced personally this 
summer I know this com-
munity will be blessed in 
years to come and in ways 
beyond our imagination.

And it will all be due to 
Branch County people who 
gave to others in spite of 
these hard times.

Thus, on behalf of all 
the children who partici-
pated in and experienced 
the great generosity of this 
community, I say thanks. 
We truly could not have 
held the Summer Read-
ing Program this summer 
without you.
— Linda Dull, Youth Ser-
vices Coordinator, Kids’ 
Place, Branch District Li-
brary System

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Two recent law-en-
forcement decisions 
illustrate yet again 

that when government sets 
out to solve a problem it 
created, things get much 
worse.

This week, Attorney 
General Eric Holder an-
nounced that the Justice 
Department will keep non-
violent small-scale drug 
sellers who have no links 
to criminal organizations 
from getting caught in the 
mandatory-minimum-sen-
tence trap. Under current 
law, judges must impose a 
mandatory minimum pris-
on term for defendants 
convicted of selling more 
than a specifi ed quantity of 
illegal drugs.

With prison popula-
tions and costs mushroom-
ing — America has more 
people behind bars than 
any other country in the 
world — Holder has in-
structed U.S. attorneys to 
evade the mandatory-min-
imum law by not specifying 
drug quantities when they 
charge qualifying suspects. 
He also wants alternatives 
to prison pursued where 
possible. While it’s good 
news that some people who 
would have faced long pris-
on sentences now will not, 
we nevertheless should be 
concerned whenever the 
executive branch unilater-
ally declares it will write its 
own law.

The other decision, this 
one from a court, crit-
icized New York City’s 

stop-and-frisk policy, under 
which the police can stop, 
pat down, and question 
anyone on the street who 
arouses suspicion, a highly 
subjective criterion indeed. 
Federal District Judge Shi-
ra Scheindlin ruled that the 
New York Police Depart-
ment carries out the poli-
cy in a manner that violates 
the Fourth Amendment 
rights of blacks and His-
panics. The judge specifi ed 
the ways that the city could 
fi x the policy and appoint-
ed a monitor to keep an eye 
on the police.

In both matters, hor-
rendous policies are to be 
tweaked to make them less 
egregious. But this won’t be 
satisfactory. New York po-
lice will still have the arbi-
trary power to stop people 
walking down the street, 
and the federal judges will 
still put some people away 
with long mandatory pris-
on terms regardless of the 
particulars of their cases.

In other words, deep-
ly fl awed policies can’t be 
tweaked enough to make 
them acceptable. Stop-and-
frisk and mandatory mini-
mums should be abolished.

Yet even this would fall 

short of what’s needed. The 
problems purportedly ad-
dressed by stop-and-frisk 
and mandatory minimums 
are of the government’s 
own making. Thus, if we 
got to the root, the “need” 
for these bad policies 
would disappear.

Stop-and-frisk is large-
ly aimed at fi nding youths 
who are carrying guns and 
drugs. Mandatory mini-
mums are directed at drug 
sellers. It’s not hard to see 
what is at the root: drug 
prohibition. When gov-
ernment declares (cer-
tain) drugs illegal, those 
drugs don’t disappear; in-
stead they move to the 
black market, which tends 
to be dominated by peo-
ple skilled in the use of vi-
olence. Because the trade 
is illegal and the courts are 
o! -limits for dispute reso-
lution, contracts and turf 
will be protected by force. 
Those who operate on the 
street will fi nd it wise to be 
armed.

So, as a result of prohi-
bition and its attendant vi-
olence-prone black mar-
ket, in some parts of town 
a percentage of young 
men will likely be walk-
ing around with guns and 
drugs. Seeing this, politi-
cians and law-enforcement 
bureaucrats turn to stop-
and-frisk and mandatory 
minimum sentences. But 
the only real solution is to 
repeal prohibition. There’s 
no need for intrusive police 
tactics or prison terms.

In a free society, govern-
ment has no business tell-
ing us what we can and 
can’t ingest or inject. Be-
fore drug prohibition, 
America had no drug prob-
lem. It’s prohibition that 
created the problem, just 
as alcohol prohibition gave 
America organized crime 
on a large scale. As we’ve 
seen, when government 
tries to ban drugs, it creates 
bigger problems by putting 
drugs in the streets and 
gangs in control.

Ask yourself why after so 
many decades of apparent 
failure — drugs are plen-
tiful, accessible, and inex-
pensive — prohibition per-
sists, as if spending more 
taxpayer dollars or com-
ing up with some new law-
enforcement gimmick will 
bring success. Maybe pro-
hibition has not failed at 
all. Maybe the purpose is 
simply to spend the mon-
ey and expand law enforce-
ment. May all the moraliz-
ing is simply a ruse.

And maybe what Thom-
as Paine said about wars 
also applies to the war on 
drugs: “a bystander, not 
blinded by prejudice nor 
warped by interest, would 
declare that taxes were not 
raised to carry on wars, but 
that wars were raised to 
carry on taxes.”

Sheldon Richman is vice 
president and editor at 
The Future of Freedom 
Foundation in Fairfax, 
Va. (www.! f.org).

STOP-AND-FRISK:

How government creates 
problems, makes them worse

SHELDON RICHMAN

DEAR DAVE,
My husband was re-

cently denied term life in-
surance because he has 
a criminal record from a 
long time ago. The good 
news is that, in a year, he’ll 
be far enough removed 
from the incident that 
he’ll be eligible for a poli-
cy. He has a whole life poli-
cy for $75,000 from before, 
which he doesn’t plan to 
cancel. We have two small 
children, so is there anoth-
er kind of policy he could 
get in the interim?

— Dana
DEAR DANA,
If you can’t get term life 

insurance, you can’t get 
whole life. It’s the same un-
derwriting process. I only 
recommend term policies, 

but under these circum-
stances I’d keep the whole 
life in place because he’s 
basically uninsurable.

There are a couple of 
things you can do in this 
kind of situation. One thing 
is to get a mortgage life in-
surance policy. These are 
usually available without 
any kind of major inspec-
tion, and they pay o!  your 
mortgage, in full, in the 
event of death. It’s about 10 

times more expensive than 
regular term insurance, but 
at least it will pay o!  the 
house.

Another thing to look in-
to is an automatic issue-
type policy. Lots of banks 
o! er these when you open 
an account. Usually, they’ll 
send you an o! er for a 
$10,000 life insurance 
policy. But if you pick up 
four or fi ve of these, then 
he’s got another $50,000 
on top of the $75,000 al-
ready in place. It’s still not 
enough, but it’s better than 
nothing. But I wouldn’t 
spend a lot when he’s only 
got a year left until he can 
get some good, proper cov-
erage. I recommend peo-
ple have eight to 10 times 
their annual income in life 

insurance coverage. So if he 
makes $50,000 a year, he 
needs to have $400,000 to 
$500,000 in a good, lev-
el term policy. That’s what 
you guys need to shoot for 
a year from now!

— Dave
Dave Ramsey is Ameri-
ca’s most trusted voice on 
money and business. He’s 
authored four New York 
Times best-selling books: 
“Financial Peace,” “More 
Than Enough,” “The Total 
Money Makeover” and “En-
treLeadership.” The “Dave 
Ramsey Show” is heard by 
more than 5 million listen-
ers each week on more than 
500 radio stations. Follow 
Dave on Twitter at @Dav-
eRamsey and on the Web at 
daveramsey.com.

MONEY MATTERS

Review credit before approving renter

DAVE RAMSEY
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To the Editor:
They are destroying our 

planet and they are kill-
ing us.

The Palisades nuclear 
plant has been dumping 
radioactive water into Lake 
Michigan, which now is 
getting fi lled with plastic.

The Associated Press has 
reported untold millions of 
plastic litter bits, some vis-
ible only through a micro-
scope, now being found in 
the Great Lakes by scien-
tists who have also studied 
gigantic masses of fl oat-
ing plastic in the world’s 
oceans.

Up yonder in Marshall, 
Enbridge is still trying to 
clean up the catastroph-
ic oil spill from three years 
ago, and a recent report 
said they have had to hire 
private security to keep 
protestors from disrupting 
construction of a new pipe-
line alongside the old.

Enbridge said they are 
“all for free speech” but are 
concerned for safety.

Really?
Who is going to keep the 

people and the environ-
ment safe from Enbridge?

Another news report 
said as the Obama admin-
istration comes closer to a 
decision on whether to ap-
prove construction of the 
much-debated Keystone 
XL pipeline, “costly clean-
up e! orts in two commu-
nities stricken by oil spills 
portend the potential haz-
ards of transporting heavy 
Canadian crude.”

That report talks of the 
Kalamazoo River disaster 
and Talmadge Creek, and 
of an Exxon Mobil pipeline 
burst last March in May-
fl ower, Arkansas, which 
spilled thousands of gal-
lons of oil and forced the 
evacuation of 22 homes.

I don’t think we can 
trust corporates any more 
than we can trust the 
elected o"  cials that serve 
them.

Norman Maclean, in his 
beautiful book “A River 
Runs Through It,” which 
was made into a beautiful 
movie, said “What a beau-
tiful world it was once.”

Oh, yes.
And it still is beautiful 

in many places, apart from 
where corporates have be-
haved irresponsibly and 
corporate-servant elected 
o"  cials have allowed them 
to do so.
— Roland Stoy, Coldwater

Summer reading 
program was 
community e! ort

To the Editor:
I would like to share a 

tale.
Like most tales, this one 

begins with,”Once upon a 
time in a land not so far 
away, there was a kingdom 
called ’Kids’ Place,’ which 
existed amongst the clouds 
of the once fair land of the 
Branch District Library 
System.”

While the kingdom was 
a pleasant place to visit, 
its treasure chest — aka — 
revenue had been dwin-
dling as the nasty drag-
on of economic hardship 
grew stronger and bolder.  
Those who guarded and 
kept the kingdom’s order 
began to despair.

How would they keep 
the dragon from destroy-
ing the kingdom’s yearly 
celebration of summer and 
reading?

After much delibera-
tion, envoys were sent out 
to search beyond the king-
dom’s borders for help. 
The kingdom’s gatekeepers 

kept vigilant watch as the 
days went by. Would the 
envoys fi nd help before 
the dragon had destroyed 
all that Kid’s Place sum-
mer reading meant to the 
community?

Just as hope was be-
ginning to fade, a rider 
was observed approach-
ing. Would they battle the 
dragon?

Yes, they would battle 
the dragon.

“Who are you?” asked 
the gatekeeper. 

“I represent the mem-
bers of the Coldwater Gar-
den Club, who will give of 
time, talent and money to 
the 2013 Summer Reading 
Program,” was the reply.

Soon other riders en-
tered the gates as well; 
some were familiar and 
known heroes of Kids’ 
Place — Coldwater Friends 
of the Library, McDonald’s 
and the Branch County 
4-H fair.

Other riders begin to ap-
pear: H.C Starck Manufac-
turing, Monarch Commu-
nity Bank, Century Bank 
& Trust, Southern Michi-
gan Bank, Wal-Mart Dis-
tribution Facility , Coldwa-
ter Meijer and Wal-Mart 
stores, Bill Mitchell of the 
Kalamazoo Rock Club, Lo-
retta Sherfi eld, Los Tequi-
los, Michael Ancil of Cold-
water Community Health 
Center, Branch County 
Sheri! ’s Dive Team, Jeb 
Arnold of Arnold’s Auto 
Parts, Scott Carpenter and 
Scott Winters of Carpenter 
Creations, Cindy Tate, Jody 
Pope, CJ Apel and Home 
Depot, Carol Kahanian, 
Theresa and Jessica Broad-
water, Mary Ellen Newton, 
Val Albright and the MSU 
Extension Service, Steve 
Covell and Culligan’s Wa-
ter Conditioning, Chris-
ty Harris of the Daily Re-
porter, Keith Baker of the 
City of Coldwater, Gretch-
en Ennis, Gail Finn, Rick 
Alzner and Will Council of 
the Michigan FBI.

With all these willing 
warriors, the battle was 
over before it began! No 
nasty dragon of economic 
woe kept the children and 
youth of Branch County 
from enjoying and partici-
pating in the annual Sum-
mer Reading Program. 
In fact, the inhabitants of 
the fair land came in ever-
growing numbers as the 
word spread of how much 
fun could be had in the 
kingdom of Kids’ Place.

Thus ends my tale. This 
summer proved that we 
have something rare and 
heart-warming here in 
Branch County: We have 
corporations and individ-
uals willing to give fi nan-
cially and more important-
ly of their gifts and time to 
help provide a fun-fi lled 
summer for the children of 
the community.

I believe fi rmly that as 
you give, so you receive. 
For all the enthusiasm and 
open-handed support, I 
experienced personally this 
summer I know this com-
munity will be blessed in 
years to come and in ways 
beyond our imagination.

And it will all be due to 
Branch County people who 
gave to others in spite of 
these hard times.

Thus, on behalf of all 
the children who partici-
pated in and experienced 
the great generosity of this 
community, I say thanks. 
We truly could not have 
held the Summer Read-
ing Program this summer 
without you.
— Linda Dull, Youth Ser-
vices Coordinator, Kids’ 
Place, Branch District Li-
brary System

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Two recent law-en-
forcement decisions 
illustrate yet again 

that when government sets 
out to solve a problem it 
created, things get much 
worse.

This week, Attorney 
General Eric Holder an-
nounced that the Justice 
Department will keep non-
violent small-scale drug 
sellers who have no links 
to criminal organizations 
from getting caught in the 
mandatory-minimum-sen-
tence trap. Under current 
law, judges must impose a 
mandatory minimum pris-
on term for defendants 
convicted of selling more 
than a specifi ed quantity of 
illegal drugs.

With prison popula-
tions and costs mushroom-
ing — America has more 
people behind bars than 
any other country in the 
world — Holder has in-
structed U.S. attorneys to 
evade the mandatory-min-
imum law by not specifying 
drug quantities when they 
charge qualifying suspects. 
He also wants alternatives 
to prison pursued where 
possible. While it’s good 
news that some people who 
would have faced long pris-
on sentences now will not, 
we nevertheless should be 
concerned whenever the 
executive branch unilater-
ally declares it will write its 
own law.

The other decision, this 
one from a court, crit-
icized New York City’s 

stop-and-frisk policy, under 
which the police can stop, 
pat down, and question 
anyone on the street who 
arouses suspicion, a highly 
subjective criterion indeed. 
Federal District Judge Shi-
ra Scheindlin ruled that the 
New York Police Depart-
ment carries out the poli-
cy in a manner that violates 
the Fourth Amendment 
rights of blacks and His-
panics. The judge specifi ed 
the ways that the city could 
fi x the policy and appoint-
ed a monitor to keep an eye 
on the police.

In both matters, hor-
rendous policies are to be 
tweaked to make them less 
egregious. But this won’t be 
satisfactory. New York po-
lice will still have the arbi-
trary power to stop people 
walking down the street, 
and the federal judges will 
still put some people away 
with long mandatory pris-
on terms regardless of the 
particulars of their cases.

In other words, deep-
ly fl awed policies can’t be 
tweaked enough to make 
them acceptable. Stop-and-
frisk and mandatory mini-
mums should be abolished.

Yet even this would fall 

short of what’s needed. The 
problems purportedly ad-
dressed by stop-and-frisk 
and mandatory minimums 
are of the government’s 
own making. Thus, if we 
got to the root, the “need” 
for these bad policies 
would disappear.

Stop-and-frisk is large-
ly aimed at fi nding youths 
who are carrying guns and 
drugs. Mandatory mini-
mums are directed at drug 
sellers. It’s not hard to see 
what is at the root: drug 
prohibition. When gov-
ernment declares (cer-
tain) drugs illegal, those 
drugs don’t disappear; in-
stead they move to the 
black market, which tends 
to be dominated by peo-
ple skilled in the use of vi-
olence. Because the trade 
is illegal and the courts are 
o! -limits for dispute reso-
lution, contracts and turf 
will be protected by force. 
Those who operate on the 
street will fi nd it wise to be 
armed.

So, as a result of prohi-
bition and its attendant vi-
olence-prone black mar-
ket, in some parts of town 
a percentage of young 
men will likely be walk-
ing around with guns and 
drugs. Seeing this, politi-
cians and law-enforcement 
bureaucrats turn to stop-
and-frisk and mandatory 
minimum sentences. But 
the only real solution is to 
repeal prohibition. There’s 
no need for intrusive police 
tactics or prison terms.

In a free society, govern-
ment has no business tell-
ing us what we can and 
can’t ingest or inject. Be-
fore drug prohibition, 
America had no drug prob-
lem. It’s prohibition that 
created the problem, just 
as alcohol prohibition gave 
America organized crime 
on a large scale. As we’ve 
seen, when government 
tries to ban drugs, it creates 
bigger problems by putting 
drugs in the streets and 
gangs in control.

Ask yourself why after so 
many decades of apparent 
failure — drugs are plen-
tiful, accessible, and inex-
pensive — prohibition per-
sists, as if spending more 
taxpayer dollars or com-
ing up with some new law-
enforcement gimmick will 
bring success. Maybe pro-
hibition has not failed at 
all. Maybe the purpose is 
simply to spend the mon-
ey and expand law enforce-
ment. May all the moraliz-
ing is simply a ruse.

And maybe what Thom-
as Paine said about wars 
also applies to the war on 
drugs: “a bystander, not 
blinded by prejudice nor 
warped by interest, would 
declare that taxes were not 
raised to carry on wars, but 
that wars were raised to 
carry on taxes.”

Sheldon Richman is vice 
president and editor at 
The Future of Freedom 
Foundation in Fairfax, 
Va. (www.! f.org).

STOP-AND-FRISK:

How government creates 
problems, makes them worse

SHELDON RICHMAN

DEAR DAVE,
My husband was re-

cently denied term life in-
surance because he has 
a criminal record from a 
long time ago. The good 
news is that, in a year, he’ll 
be far enough removed 
from the incident that 
he’ll be eligible for a poli-
cy. He has a whole life poli-
cy for $75,000 from before, 
which he doesn’t plan to 
cancel. We have two small 
children, so is there anoth-
er kind of policy he could 
get in the interim?

— Dana
DEAR DANA,
If you can’t get term life 

insurance, you can’t get 
whole life. It’s the same un-
derwriting process. I only 
recommend term policies, 

but under these circum-
stances I’d keep the whole 
life in place because he’s 
basically uninsurable.

There are a couple of 
things you can do in this 
kind of situation. One thing 
is to get a mortgage life in-
surance policy. These are 
usually available without 
any kind of major inspec-
tion, and they pay o!  your 
mortgage, in full, in the 
event of death. It’s about 10 

times more expensive than 
regular term insurance, but 
at least it will pay o!  the 
house.

Another thing to look in-
to is an automatic issue-
type policy. Lots of banks 
o! er these when you open 
an account. Usually, they’ll 
send you an o! er for a 
$10,000 life insurance 
policy. But if you pick up 
four or fi ve of these, then 
he’s got another $50,000 
on top of the $75,000 al-
ready in place. It’s still not 
enough, but it’s better than 
nothing. But I wouldn’t 
spend a lot when he’s only 
got a year left until he can 
get some good, proper cov-
erage. I recommend peo-
ple have eight to 10 times 
their annual income in life 

insurance coverage. So if he 
makes $50,000 a year, he 
needs to have $400,000 to 
$500,000 in a good, lev-
el term policy. That’s what 
you guys need to shoot for 
a year from now!

— Dave
Dave Ramsey is Ameri-
ca’s most trusted voice on 
money and business. He’s 
authored four New York 
Times best-selling books: 
“Financial Peace,” “More 
Than Enough,” “The Total 
Money Makeover” and “En-
treLeadership.” The “Dave 
Ramsey Show” is heard by 
more than 5 million listen-
ers each week on more than 
500 radio stations. Follow 
Dave on Twitter at @Dav-
eRamsey and on the Web at 
daveramsey.com.
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Wake up, people
To the Editor:
They are destroying our 

planet and they are kill-
ing us.

The Palisades nuclear 
plant has been dumping 
radioactive water into Lake 
Michigan, which now is 
getting fi lled with plastic.

The Associated Press has 
reported untold millions of 
plastic litter bits, some vis-
ible only through a micro-
scope, now being found in 
the Great Lakes by scien-
tists who have also studied 
gigantic masses of fl oat-
ing plastic in the world’s 
oceans.

Up yonder in Marshall, 
Enbridge is still trying to 
clean up the catastroph-
ic oil spill from three years 
ago, and a recent report 
said they have had to hire 
private security to keep 
protestors from disrupting 
construction of a new pipe-
line alongside the old.

Enbridge said they are 
“all for free speech” but are 
concerned for safety.

Really?
Who is going to keep the 

people and the environ-
ment safe from Enbridge?

Another news report 
said as the Obama admin-
istration comes closer to a 
decision on whether to ap-
prove construction of the 
much-debated Keystone 
XL pipeline, “costly clean-
up e! orts in two commu-
nities stricken by oil spills 
portend the potential haz-
ards of transporting heavy 
Canadian crude.”

That report talks of the 
Kalamazoo River disaster 
and Talmadge Creek, and 
of an Exxon Mobil pipeline 
burst last March in May-
fl ower, Arkansas, which 
spilled thousands of gal-
lons of oil and forced the 
evacuation of 22 homes.

I don’t think we can 
trust corporates any more 
than we can trust the 
elected o"  cials that serve 
them.

Norman Maclean, in his 
beautiful book “A River 
Runs Through It,” which 
was made into a beautiful 
movie, said “What a beau-
tiful world it was once.”

Oh, yes.
And it still is beautiful 

in many places, apart from 
where corporates have be-
haved irresponsibly and 
corporate-servant elected 
o"  cials have allowed them 
to do so.
— Roland Stoy, Coldwater

Summer reading 
program was 
community e! ort

To the Editor:
I would like to share a 

tale.
Like most tales, this one 

begins with,”Once upon a 
time in a land not so far 
away, there was a kingdom 
called ’Kids’ Place,’ which 
existed amongst the clouds 
of the once fair land of the 
Branch District Library 
System.”

While the kingdom was 
a pleasant place to visit, 
its treasure chest — aka — 
revenue had been dwin-
dling as the nasty drag-
on of economic hardship 
grew stronger and bolder.  
Those who guarded and 
kept the kingdom’s order 
began to despair.

How would they keep 
the dragon from destroy-
ing the kingdom’s yearly 
celebration of summer and 
reading?

After much delibera-
tion, envoys were sent out 
to search beyond the king-
dom’s borders for help. 
The kingdom’s gatekeepers 

kept vigilant watch as the 
days went by. Would the 
envoys fi nd help before 
the dragon had destroyed 
all that Kid’s Place sum-
mer reading meant to the 
community?

Just as hope was be-
ginning to fade, a rider 
was observed approach-
ing. Would they battle the 
dragon?

Yes, they would battle 
the dragon.

“Who are you?” asked 
the gatekeeper. 

“I represent the mem-
bers of the Coldwater Gar-
den Club, who will give of 
time, talent and money to 
the 2013 Summer Reading 
Program,” was the reply.

Soon other riders en-
tered the gates as well; 
some were familiar and 
known heroes of Kids’ 
Place — Coldwater Friends 
of the Library, McDonald’s 
and the Branch County 
4-H fair.

Other riders begin to ap-
pear: H.C Starck Manufac-
turing, Monarch Commu-
nity Bank, Century Bank 
& Trust, Southern Michi-
gan Bank, Wal-Mart Dis-
tribution Facility , Coldwa-
ter Meijer and Wal-Mart 
stores, Bill Mitchell of the 
Kalamazoo Rock Club, Lo-
retta Sherfi eld, Los Tequi-
los, Michael Ancil of Cold-
water Community Health 
Center, Branch County 
Sheri! ’s Dive Team, Jeb 
Arnold of Arnold’s Auto 
Parts, Scott Carpenter and 
Scott Winters of Carpenter 
Creations, Cindy Tate, Jody 
Pope, CJ Apel and Home 
Depot, Carol Kahanian, 
Theresa and Jessica Broad-
water, Mary Ellen Newton, 
Val Albright and the MSU 
Extension Service, Steve 
Covell and Culligan’s Wa-
ter Conditioning, Chris-
ty Harris of the Daily Re-
porter, Keith Baker of the 
City of Coldwater, Gretch-
en Ennis, Gail Finn, Rick 
Alzner and Will Council of 
the Michigan FBI.

With all these willing 
warriors, the battle was 
over before it began! No 
nasty dragon of economic 
woe kept the children and 
youth of Branch County 
from enjoying and partici-
pating in the annual Sum-
mer Reading Program. 
In fact, the inhabitants of 
the fair land came in ever-
growing numbers as the 
word spread of how much 
fun could be had in the 
kingdom of Kids’ Place.

Thus ends my tale. This 
summer proved that we 
have something rare and 
heart-warming here in 
Branch County: We have 
corporations and individ-
uals willing to give fi nan-
cially and more important-
ly of their gifts and time to 
help provide a fun-fi lled 
summer for the children of 
the community.

I believe fi rmly that as 
you give, so you receive. 
For all the enthusiasm and 
open-handed support, I 
experienced personally this 
summer I know this com-
munity will be blessed in 
years to come and in ways 
beyond our imagination.

And it will all be due to 
Branch County people who 
gave to others in spite of 
these hard times.

Thus, on behalf of all 
the children who partici-
pated in and experienced 
the great generosity of this 
community, I say thanks. 
We truly could not have 
held the Summer Read-
ing Program this summer 
without you.
— Linda Dull, Youth Ser-
vices Coordinator, Kids’ 
Place, Branch District Li-
brary System

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Two recent law-en-
forcement decisions 
illustrate yet again 

that when government sets 
out to solve a problem it 
created, things get much 
worse.

This week, Attorney 
General Eric Holder an-
nounced that the Justice 
Department will keep non-
violent small-scale drug 
sellers who have no links 
to criminal organizations 
from getting caught in the 
mandatory-minimum-sen-
tence trap. Under current 
law, judges must impose a 
mandatory minimum pris-
on term for defendants 
convicted of selling more 
than a specifi ed quantity of 
illegal drugs.

With prison popula-
tions and costs mushroom-
ing — America has more 
people behind bars than 
any other country in the 
world — Holder has in-
structed U.S. attorneys to 
evade the mandatory-min-
imum law by not specifying 
drug quantities when they 
charge qualifying suspects. 
He also wants alternatives 
to prison pursued where 
possible. While it’s good 
news that some people who 
would have faced long pris-
on sentences now will not, 
we nevertheless should be 
concerned whenever the 
executive branch unilater-
ally declares it will write its 
own law.

The other decision, this 
one from a court, crit-
icized New York City’s 

stop-and-frisk policy, under 
which the police can stop, 
pat down, and question 
anyone on the street who 
arouses suspicion, a highly 
subjective criterion indeed. 
Federal District Judge Shi-
ra Scheindlin ruled that the 
New York Police Depart-
ment carries out the poli-
cy in a manner that violates 
the Fourth Amendment 
rights of blacks and His-
panics. The judge specifi ed 
the ways that the city could 
fi x the policy and appoint-
ed a monitor to keep an eye 
on the police.

In both matters, hor-
rendous policies are to be 
tweaked to make them less 
egregious. But this won’t be 
satisfactory. New York po-
lice will still have the arbi-
trary power to stop people 
walking down the street, 
and the federal judges will 
still put some people away 
with long mandatory pris-
on terms regardless of the 
particulars of their cases.

In other words, deep-
ly fl awed policies can’t be 
tweaked enough to make 
them acceptable. Stop-and-
frisk and mandatory mini-
mums should be abolished.

Yet even this would fall 

short of what’s needed. The 
problems purportedly ad-
dressed by stop-and-frisk 
and mandatory minimums 
are of the government’s 
own making. Thus, if we 
got to the root, the “need” 
for these bad policies 
would disappear.

Stop-and-frisk is large-
ly aimed at fi nding youths 
who are carrying guns and 
drugs. Mandatory mini-
mums are directed at drug 
sellers. It’s not hard to see 
what is at the root: drug 
prohibition. When gov-
ernment declares (cer-
tain) drugs illegal, those 
drugs don’t disappear; in-
stead they move to the 
black market, which tends 
to be dominated by peo-
ple skilled in the use of vi-
olence. Because the trade 
is illegal and the courts are 
o! -limits for dispute reso-
lution, contracts and turf 
will be protected by force. 
Those who operate on the 
street will fi nd it wise to be 
armed.

So, as a result of prohi-
bition and its attendant vi-
olence-prone black mar-
ket, in some parts of town 
a percentage of young 
men will likely be walk-
ing around with guns and 
drugs. Seeing this, politi-
cians and law-enforcement 
bureaucrats turn to stop-
and-frisk and mandatory 
minimum sentences. But 
the only real solution is to 
repeal prohibition. There’s 
no need for intrusive police 
tactics or prison terms.

In a free society, govern-
ment has no business tell-
ing us what we can and 
can’t ingest or inject. Be-
fore drug prohibition, 
America had no drug prob-
lem. It’s prohibition that 
created the problem, just 
as alcohol prohibition gave 
America organized crime 
on a large scale. As we’ve 
seen, when government 
tries to ban drugs, it creates 
bigger problems by putting 
drugs in the streets and 
gangs in control.

Ask yourself why after so 
many decades of apparent 
failure — drugs are plen-
tiful, accessible, and inex-
pensive — prohibition per-
sists, as if spending more 
taxpayer dollars or com-
ing up with some new law-
enforcement gimmick will 
bring success. Maybe pro-
hibition has not failed at 
all. Maybe the purpose is 
simply to spend the mon-
ey and expand law enforce-
ment. May all the moraliz-
ing is simply a ruse.

And maybe what Thom-
as Paine said about wars 
also applies to the war on 
drugs: “a bystander, not 
blinded by prejudice nor 
warped by interest, would 
declare that taxes were not 
raised to carry on wars, but 
that wars were raised to 
carry on taxes.”

Sheldon Richman is vice 
president and editor at 
The Future of Freedom 
Foundation in Fairfax, 
Va. (www.! f.org).

STOP-AND-FRISK:

How government creates 
problems, makes them worse

SHELDON RICHMAN

DEAR DAVE,
My husband was re-

cently denied term life in-
surance because he has 
a criminal record from a 
long time ago. The good 
news is that, in a year, he’ll 
be far enough removed 
from the incident that 
he’ll be eligible for a poli-
cy. He has a whole life poli-
cy for $75,000 from before, 
which he doesn’t plan to 
cancel. We have two small 
children, so is there anoth-
er kind of policy he could 
get in the interim?

— Dana
DEAR DANA,
If you can’t get term life 

insurance, you can’t get 
whole life. It’s the same un-
derwriting process. I only 
recommend term policies, 

but under these circum-
stances I’d keep the whole 
life in place because he’s 
basically uninsurable.

There are a couple of 
things you can do in this 
kind of situation. One thing 
is to get a mortgage life in-
surance policy. These are 
usually available without 
any kind of major inspec-
tion, and they pay o!  your 
mortgage, in full, in the 
event of death. It’s about 10 

times more expensive than 
regular term insurance, but 
at least it will pay o!  the 
house.

Another thing to look in-
to is an automatic issue-
type policy. Lots of banks 
o! er these when you open 
an account. Usually, they’ll 
send you an o! er for a 
$10,000 life insurance 
policy. But if you pick up 
four or fi ve of these, then 
he’s got another $50,000 
on top of the $75,000 al-
ready in place. It’s still not 
enough, but it’s better than 
nothing. But I wouldn’t 
spend a lot when he’s only 
got a year left until he can 
get some good, proper cov-
erage. I recommend peo-
ple have eight to 10 times 
their annual income in life 

insurance coverage. So if he 
makes $50,000 a year, he 
needs to have $400,000 to 
$500,000 in a good, lev-
el term policy. That’s what 
you guys need to shoot for 
a year from now!

— Dave
Dave Ramsey is Ameri-
ca’s most trusted voice on 
money and business. He’s 
authored four New York 
Times best-selling books: 
“Financial Peace,” “More 
Than Enough,” “The Total 
Money Makeover” and “En-
treLeadership.” The “Dave 
Ramsey Show” is heard by 
more than 5 million listen-
ers each week on more than 
500 radio stations. Follow 
Dave on Twitter at @Dav-
eRamsey and on the Web at 
daveramsey.com.
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Wake up, people
To the Editor:
They are destroying our 

planet and they are kill-
ing us.

The Palisades nuclear 
plant has been dumping 
radioactive water into Lake 
Michigan, which now is 
getting fi lled with plastic.

The Associated Press has 
reported untold millions of 
plastic litter bits, some vis-
ible only through a micro-
scope, now being found in 
the Great Lakes by scien-
tists who have also studied 
gigantic masses of fl oat-
ing plastic in the world’s 
oceans.

Up yonder in Marshall, 
Enbridge is still trying to 
clean up the catastroph-
ic oil spill from three years 
ago, and a recent report 
said they have had to hire 
private security to keep 
protestors from disrupting 
construction of a new pipe-
line alongside the old.

Enbridge said they are 
“all for free speech” but are 
concerned for safety.

Really?
Who is going to keep the 

people and the environ-
ment safe from Enbridge?

Another news report 
said as the Obama admin-
istration comes closer to a 
decision on whether to ap-
prove construction of the 
much-debated Keystone 
XL pipeline, “costly clean-
up e! orts in two commu-
nities stricken by oil spills 
portend the potential haz-
ards of transporting heavy 
Canadian crude.”

That report talks of the 
Kalamazoo River disaster 
and Talmadge Creek, and 
of an Exxon Mobil pipeline 
burst last March in May-
fl ower, Arkansas, which 
spilled thousands of gal-
lons of oil and forced the 
evacuation of 22 homes.

I don’t think we can 
trust corporates any more 
than we can trust the 
elected o"  cials that serve 
them.

Norman Maclean, in his 
beautiful book “A River 
Runs Through It,” which 
was made into a beautiful 
movie, said “What a beau-
tiful world it was once.”

Oh, yes.
And it still is beautiful 

in many places, apart from 
where corporates have be-
haved irresponsibly and 
corporate-servant elected 
o"  cials have allowed them 
to do so.
— Roland Stoy, Coldwater

Summer reading 
program was 
community e! ort

To the Editor:
I would like to share a 

tale.
Like most tales, this one 

begins with,”Once upon a 
time in a land not so far 
away, there was a kingdom 
called ’Kids’ Place,’ which 
existed amongst the clouds 
of the once fair land of the 
Branch District Library 
System.”

While the kingdom was 
a pleasant place to visit, 
its treasure chest — aka — 
revenue had been dwin-
dling as the nasty drag-
on of economic hardship 
grew stronger and bolder.  
Those who guarded and 
kept the kingdom’s order 
began to despair.

How would they keep 
the dragon from destroy-
ing the kingdom’s yearly 
celebration of summer and 
reading?

After much delibera-
tion, envoys were sent out 
to search beyond the king-
dom’s borders for help. 
The kingdom’s gatekeepers 

kept vigilant watch as the 
days went by. Would the 
envoys fi nd help before 
the dragon had destroyed 
all that Kid’s Place sum-
mer reading meant to the 
community?

Just as hope was be-
ginning to fade, a rider 
was observed approach-
ing. Would they battle the 
dragon?

Yes, they would battle 
the dragon.

“Who are you?” asked 
the gatekeeper. 

“I represent the mem-
bers of the Coldwater Gar-
den Club, who will give of 
time, talent and money to 
the 2013 Summer Reading 
Program,” was the reply.

Soon other riders en-
tered the gates as well; 
some were familiar and 
known heroes of Kids’ 
Place — Coldwater Friends 
of the Library, McDonald’s 
and the Branch County 
4-H fair.

Other riders begin to ap-
pear: H.C Starck Manufac-
turing, Monarch Commu-
nity Bank, Century Bank 
& Trust, Southern Michi-
gan Bank, Wal-Mart Dis-
tribution Facility , Coldwa-
ter Meijer and Wal-Mart 
stores, Bill Mitchell of the 
Kalamazoo Rock Club, Lo-
retta Sherfi eld, Los Tequi-
los, Michael Ancil of Cold-
water Community Health 
Center, Branch County 
Sheri! ’s Dive Team, Jeb 
Arnold of Arnold’s Auto 
Parts, Scott Carpenter and 
Scott Winters of Carpenter 
Creations, Cindy Tate, Jody 
Pope, CJ Apel and Home 
Depot, Carol Kahanian, 
Theresa and Jessica Broad-
water, Mary Ellen Newton, 
Val Albright and the MSU 
Extension Service, Steve 
Covell and Culligan’s Wa-
ter Conditioning, Chris-
ty Harris of the Daily Re-
porter, Keith Baker of the 
City of Coldwater, Gretch-
en Ennis, Gail Finn, Rick 
Alzner and Will Council of 
the Michigan FBI.

With all these willing 
warriors, the battle was 
over before it began! No 
nasty dragon of economic 
woe kept the children and 
youth of Branch County 
from enjoying and partici-
pating in the annual Sum-
mer Reading Program. 
In fact, the inhabitants of 
the fair land came in ever-
growing numbers as the 
word spread of how much 
fun could be had in the 
kingdom of Kids’ Place.

Thus ends my tale. This 
summer proved that we 
have something rare and 
heart-warming here in 
Branch County: We have 
corporations and individ-
uals willing to give fi nan-
cially and more important-
ly of their gifts and time to 
help provide a fun-fi lled 
summer for the children of 
the community.

I believe fi rmly that as 
you give, so you receive. 
For all the enthusiasm and 
open-handed support, I 
experienced personally this 
summer I know this com-
munity will be blessed in 
years to come and in ways 
beyond our imagination.

And it will all be due to 
Branch County people who 
gave to others in spite of 
these hard times.

Thus, on behalf of all 
the children who partici-
pated in and experienced 
the great generosity of this 
community, I say thanks. 
We truly could not have 
held the Summer Read-
ing Program this summer 
without you.
— Linda Dull, Youth Ser-
vices Coordinator, Kids’ 
Place, Branch District Li-
brary System

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Two recent law-en-
forcement decisions 
illustrate yet again 

that when government sets 
out to solve a problem it 
created, things get much 
worse.

This week, Attorney 
General Eric Holder an-
nounced that the Justice 
Department will keep non-
violent small-scale drug 
sellers who have no links 
to criminal organizations 
from getting caught in the 
mandatory-minimum-sen-
tence trap. Under current 
law, judges must impose a 
mandatory minimum pris-
on term for defendants 
convicted of selling more 
than a specifi ed quantity of 
illegal drugs.

With prison popula-
tions and costs mushroom-
ing — America has more 
people behind bars than 
any other country in the 
world — Holder has in-
structed U.S. attorneys to 
evade the mandatory-min-
imum law by not specifying 
drug quantities when they 
charge qualifying suspects. 
He also wants alternatives 
to prison pursued where 
possible. While it’s good 
news that some people who 
would have faced long pris-
on sentences now will not, 
we nevertheless should be 
concerned whenever the 
executive branch unilater-
ally declares it will write its 
own law.

The other decision, this 
one from a court, crit-
icized New York City’s 

stop-and-frisk policy, under 
which the police can stop, 
pat down, and question 
anyone on the street who 
arouses suspicion, a highly 
subjective criterion indeed. 
Federal District Judge Shi-
ra Scheindlin ruled that the 
New York Police Depart-
ment carries out the poli-
cy in a manner that violates 
the Fourth Amendment 
rights of blacks and His-
panics. The judge specifi ed 
the ways that the city could 
fi x the policy and appoint-
ed a monitor to keep an eye 
on the police.

In both matters, hor-
rendous policies are to be 
tweaked to make them less 
egregious. But this won’t be 
satisfactory. New York po-
lice will still have the arbi-
trary power to stop people 
walking down the street, 
and the federal judges will 
still put some people away 
with long mandatory pris-
on terms regardless of the 
particulars of their cases.

In other words, deep-
ly fl awed policies can’t be 
tweaked enough to make 
them acceptable. Stop-and-
frisk and mandatory mini-
mums should be abolished.

Yet even this would fall 

short of what’s needed. The 
problems purportedly ad-
dressed by stop-and-frisk 
and mandatory minimums 
are of the government’s 
own making. Thus, if we 
got to the root, the “need” 
for these bad policies 
would disappear.

Stop-and-frisk is large-
ly aimed at fi nding youths 
who are carrying guns and 
drugs. Mandatory mini-
mums are directed at drug 
sellers. It’s not hard to see 
what is at the root: drug 
prohibition. When gov-
ernment declares (cer-
tain) drugs illegal, those 
drugs don’t disappear; in-
stead they move to the 
black market, which tends 
to be dominated by peo-
ple skilled in the use of vi-
olence. Because the trade 
is illegal and the courts are 
o! -limits for dispute reso-
lution, contracts and turf 
will be protected by force. 
Those who operate on the 
street will fi nd it wise to be 
armed.

So, as a result of prohi-
bition and its attendant vi-
olence-prone black mar-
ket, in some parts of town 
a percentage of young 
men will likely be walk-
ing around with guns and 
drugs. Seeing this, politi-
cians and law-enforcement 
bureaucrats turn to stop-
and-frisk and mandatory 
minimum sentences. But 
the only real solution is to 
repeal prohibition. There’s 
no need for intrusive police 
tactics or prison terms.

In a free society, govern-
ment has no business tell-
ing us what we can and 
can’t ingest or inject. Be-
fore drug prohibition, 
America had no drug prob-
lem. It’s prohibition that 
created the problem, just 
as alcohol prohibition gave 
America organized crime 
on a large scale. As we’ve 
seen, when government 
tries to ban drugs, it creates 
bigger problems by putting 
drugs in the streets and 
gangs in control.

Ask yourself why after so 
many decades of apparent 
failure — drugs are plen-
tiful, accessible, and inex-
pensive — prohibition per-
sists, as if spending more 
taxpayer dollars or com-
ing up with some new law-
enforcement gimmick will 
bring success. Maybe pro-
hibition has not failed at 
all. Maybe the purpose is 
simply to spend the mon-
ey and expand law enforce-
ment. May all the moraliz-
ing is simply a ruse.

And maybe what Thom-
as Paine said about wars 
also applies to the war on 
drugs: “a bystander, not 
blinded by prejudice nor 
warped by interest, would 
declare that taxes were not 
raised to carry on wars, but 
that wars were raised to 
carry on taxes.”

Sheldon Richman is vice 
president and editor at 
The Future of Freedom 
Foundation in Fairfax, 
Va. (www.! f.org).

STOP-AND-FRISK:

How government creates 
problems, makes them worse

SHELDON RICHMAN

DEAR DAVE,
My husband was re-

cently denied term life in-
surance because he has 
a criminal record from a 
long time ago. The good 
news is that, in a year, he’ll 
be far enough removed 
from the incident that 
he’ll be eligible for a poli-
cy. He has a whole life poli-
cy for $75,000 from before, 
which he doesn’t plan to 
cancel. We have two small 
children, so is there anoth-
er kind of policy he could 
get in the interim?

— Dana
DEAR DANA,
If you can’t get term life 

insurance, you can’t get 
whole life. It’s the same un-
derwriting process. I only 
recommend term policies, 

but under these circum-
stances I’d keep the whole 
life in place because he’s 
basically uninsurable.

There are a couple of 
things you can do in this 
kind of situation. One thing 
is to get a mortgage life in-
surance policy. These are 
usually available without 
any kind of major inspec-
tion, and they pay o!  your 
mortgage, in full, in the 
event of death. It’s about 10 

times more expensive than 
regular term insurance, but 
at least it will pay o!  the 
house.

Another thing to look in-
to is an automatic issue-
type policy. Lots of banks 
o! er these when you open 
an account. Usually, they’ll 
send you an o! er for a 
$10,000 life insurance 
policy. But if you pick up 
four or fi ve of these, then 
he’s got another $50,000 
on top of the $75,000 al-
ready in place. It’s still not 
enough, but it’s better than 
nothing. But I wouldn’t 
spend a lot when he’s only 
got a year left until he can 
get some good, proper cov-
erage. I recommend peo-
ple have eight to 10 times 
their annual income in life 

insurance coverage. So if he 
makes $50,000 a year, he 
needs to have $400,000 to 
$500,000 in a good, lev-
el term policy. That’s what 
you guys need to shoot for 
a year from now!

— Dave
Dave Ramsey is Ameri-
ca’s most trusted voice on 
money and business. He’s 
authored four New York 
Times best-selling books: 
“Financial Peace,” “More 
Than Enough,” “The Total 
Money Makeover” and “En-
treLeadership.” The “Dave 
Ramsey Show” is heard by 
more than 5 million listen-
ers each week on more than 
500 radio stations. Follow 
Dave on Twitter at @Dav-
eRamsey and on the Web at 
daveramsey.com.
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Wake up, people
To the Editor:
They are destroying our 

planet and they are kill-
ing us.

The Palisades nuclear 
plant has been dumping 
radioactive water into Lake 
Michigan, which now is 
getting fi lled with plastic.

The Associated Press has 
reported untold millions of 
plastic litter bits, some vis-
ible only through a micro-
scope, now being found in 
the Great Lakes by scien-
tists who have also studied 
gigantic masses of fl oat-
ing plastic in the world’s 
oceans.

Up yonder in Marshall, 
Enbridge is still trying to 
clean up the catastroph-
ic oil spill from three years 
ago, and a recent report 
said they have had to hire 
private security to keep 
protestors from disrupting 
construction of a new pipe-
line alongside the old.

Enbridge said they are 
“all for free speech” but are 
concerned for safety.

Really?
Who is going to keep the 

people and the environ-
ment safe from Enbridge?

Another news report 
said as the Obama admin-
istration comes closer to a 
decision on whether to ap-
prove construction of the 
much-debated Keystone 
XL pipeline, “costly clean-
up e! orts in two commu-
nities stricken by oil spills 
portend the potential haz-
ards of transporting heavy 
Canadian crude.”

That report talks of the 
Kalamazoo River disaster 
and Talmadge Creek, and 
of an Exxon Mobil pipeline 
burst last March in May-
fl ower, Arkansas, which 
spilled thousands of gal-
lons of oil and forced the 
evacuation of 22 homes.

I don’t think we can 
trust corporates any more 
than we can trust the 
elected o"  cials that serve 
them.

Norman Maclean, in his 
beautiful book “A River 
Runs Through It,” which 
was made into a beautiful 
movie, said “What a beau-
tiful world it was once.”

Oh, yes.
And it still is beautiful 

in many places, apart from 
where corporates have be-
haved irresponsibly and 
corporate-servant elected 
o"  cials have allowed them 
to do so.
— Roland Stoy, Coldwater

Summer reading 
program was 
community e! ort

To the Editor:
I would like to share a 

tale.
Like most tales, this one 

begins with,”Once upon a 
time in a land not so far 
away, there was a kingdom 
called ’Kids’ Place,’ which 
existed amongst the clouds 
of the once fair land of the 
Branch District Library 
System.”

While the kingdom was 
a pleasant place to visit, 
its treasure chest — aka — 
revenue had been dwin-
dling as the nasty drag-
on of economic hardship 
grew stronger and bolder.  
Those who guarded and 
kept the kingdom’s order 
began to despair.

How would they keep 
the dragon from destroy-
ing the kingdom’s yearly 
celebration of summer and 
reading?

After much delibera-
tion, envoys were sent out 
to search beyond the king-
dom’s borders for help. 
The kingdom’s gatekeepers 

kept vigilant watch as the 
days went by. Would the 
envoys fi nd help before 
the dragon had destroyed 
all that Kid’s Place sum-
mer reading meant to the 
community?

Just as hope was be-
ginning to fade, a rider 
was observed approach-
ing. Would they battle the 
dragon?

Yes, they would battle 
the dragon.

“Who are you?” asked 
the gatekeeper. 

“I represent the mem-
bers of the Coldwater Gar-
den Club, who will give of 
time, talent and money to 
the 2013 Summer Reading 
Program,” was the reply.

Soon other riders en-
tered the gates as well; 
some were familiar and 
known heroes of Kids’ 
Place — Coldwater Friends 
of the Library, McDonald’s 
and the Branch County 
4-H fair.

Other riders begin to ap-
pear: H.C Starck Manufac-
turing, Monarch Commu-
nity Bank, Century Bank 
& Trust, Southern Michi-
gan Bank, Wal-Mart Dis-
tribution Facility , Coldwa-
ter Meijer and Wal-Mart 
stores, Bill Mitchell of the 
Kalamazoo Rock Club, Lo-
retta Sherfi eld, Los Tequi-
los, Michael Ancil of Cold-
water Community Health 
Center, Branch County 
Sheri! ’s Dive Team, Jeb 
Arnold of Arnold’s Auto 
Parts, Scott Carpenter and 
Scott Winters of Carpenter 
Creations, Cindy Tate, Jody 
Pope, CJ Apel and Home 
Depot, Carol Kahanian, 
Theresa and Jessica Broad-
water, Mary Ellen Newton, 
Val Albright and the MSU 
Extension Service, Steve 
Covell and Culligan’s Wa-
ter Conditioning, Chris-
ty Harris of the Daily Re-
porter, Keith Baker of the 
City of Coldwater, Gretch-
en Ennis, Gail Finn, Rick 
Alzner and Will Council of 
the Michigan FBI.

With all these willing 
warriors, the battle was 
over before it began! No 
nasty dragon of economic 
woe kept the children and 
youth of Branch County 
from enjoying and partici-
pating in the annual Sum-
mer Reading Program. 
In fact, the inhabitants of 
the fair land came in ever-
growing numbers as the 
word spread of how much 
fun could be had in the 
kingdom of Kids’ Place.

Thus ends my tale. This 
summer proved that we 
have something rare and 
heart-warming here in 
Branch County: We have 
corporations and individ-
uals willing to give fi nan-
cially and more important-
ly of their gifts and time to 
help provide a fun-fi lled 
summer for the children of 
the community.

I believe fi rmly that as 
you give, so you receive. 
For all the enthusiasm and 
open-handed support, I 
experienced personally this 
summer I know this com-
munity will be blessed in 
years to come and in ways 
beyond our imagination.

And it will all be due to 
Branch County people who 
gave to others in spite of 
these hard times.

Thus, on behalf of all 
the children who partici-
pated in and experienced 
the great generosity of this 
community, I say thanks. 
We truly could not have 
held the Summer Read-
ing Program this summer 
without you.
— Linda Dull, Youth Ser-
vices Coordinator, Kids’ 
Place, Branch District Li-
brary System

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Two recent law-en-
forcement decisions 
illustrate yet again 

that when government sets 
out to solve a problem it 
created, things get much 
worse.

This week, Attorney 
General Eric Holder an-
nounced that the Justice 
Department will keep non-
violent small-scale drug 
sellers who have no links 
to criminal organizations 
from getting caught in the 
mandatory-minimum-sen-
tence trap. Under current 
law, judges must impose a 
mandatory minimum pris-
on term for defendants 
convicted of selling more 
than a specifi ed quantity of 
illegal drugs.

With prison popula-
tions and costs mushroom-
ing — America has more 
people behind bars than 
any other country in the 
world — Holder has in-
structed U.S. attorneys to 
evade the mandatory-min-
imum law by not specifying 
drug quantities when they 
charge qualifying suspects. 
He also wants alternatives 
to prison pursued where 
possible. While it’s good 
news that some people who 
would have faced long pris-
on sentences now will not, 
we nevertheless should be 
concerned whenever the 
executive branch unilater-
ally declares it will write its 
own law.

The other decision, this 
one from a court, crit-
icized New York City’s 

stop-and-frisk policy, under 
which the police can stop, 
pat down, and question 
anyone on the street who 
arouses suspicion, a highly 
subjective criterion indeed. 
Federal District Judge Shi-
ra Scheindlin ruled that the 
New York Police Depart-
ment carries out the poli-
cy in a manner that violates 
the Fourth Amendment 
rights of blacks and His-
panics. The judge specifi ed 
the ways that the city could 
fi x the policy and appoint-
ed a monitor to keep an eye 
on the police.

In both matters, hor-
rendous policies are to be 
tweaked to make them less 
egregious. But this won’t be 
satisfactory. New York po-
lice will still have the arbi-
trary power to stop people 
walking down the street, 
and the federal judges will 
still put some people away 
with long mandatory pris-
on terms regardless of the 
particulars of their cases.

In other words, deep-
ly fl awed policies can’t be 
tweaked enough to make 
them acceptable. Stop-and-
frisk and mandatory mini-
mums should be abolished.

Yet even this would fall 

short of what’s needed. The 
problems purportedly ad-
dressed by stop-and-frisk 
and mandatory minimums 
are of the government’s 
own making. Thus, if we 
got to the root, the “need” 
for these bad policies 
would disappear.

Stop-and-frisk is large-
ly aimed at fi nding youths 
who are carrying guns and 
drugs. Mandatory mini-
mums are directed at drug 
sellers. It’s not hard to see 
what is at the root: drug 
prohibition. When gov-
ernment declares (cer-
tain) drugs illegal, those 
drugs don’t disappear; in-
stead they move to the 
black market, which tends 
to be dominated by peo-
ple skilled in the use of vi-
olence. Because the trade 
is illegal and the courts are 
o! -limits for dispute reso-
lution, contracts and turf 
will be protected by force. 
Those who operate on the 
street will fi nd it wise to be 
armed.

So, as a result of prohi-
bition and its attendant vi-
olence-prone black mar-
ket, in some parts of town 
a percentage of young 
men will likely be walk-
ing around with guns and 
drugs. Seeing this, politi-
cians and law-enforcement 
bureaucrats turn to stop-
and-frisk and mandatory 
minimum sentences. But 
the only real solution is to 
repeal prohibition. There’s 
no need for intrusive police 
tactics or prison terms.

In a free society, govern-
ment has no business tell-
ing us what we can and 
can’t ingest or inject. Be-
fore drug prohibition, 
America had no drug prob-
lem. It’s prohibition that 
created the problem, just 
as alcohol prohibition gave 
America organized crime 
on a large scale. As we’ve 
seen, when government 
tries to ban drugs, it creates 
bigger problems by putting 
drugs in the streets and 
gangs in control.

Ask yourself why after so 
many decades of apparent 
failure — drugs are plen-
tiful, accessible, and inex-
pensive — prohibition per-
sists, as if spending more 
taxpayer dollars or com-
ing up with some new law-
enforcement gimmick will 
bring success. Maybe pro-
hibition has not failed at 
all. Maybe the purpose is 
simply to spend the mon-
ey and expand law enforce-
ment. May all the moraliz-
ing is simply a ruse.

And maybe what Thom-
as Paine said about wars 
also applies to the war on 
drugs: “a bystander, not 
blinded by prejudice nor 
warped by interest, would 
declare that taxes were not 
raised to carry on wars, but 
that wars were raised to 
carry on taxes.”

Sheldon Richman is vice 
president and editor at 
The Future of Freedom 
Foundation in Fairfax, 
Va. (www.! f.org).

STOP-AND-FRISK:

How government creates 
problems, makes them worse

SHELDON RICHMAN

DEAR DAVE,
My husband was re-

cently denied term life in-
surance because he has 
a criminal record from a 
long time ago. The good 
news is that, in a year, he’ll 
be far enough removed 
from the incident that 
he’ll be eligible for a poli-
cy. He has a whole life poli-
cy for $75,000 from before, 
which he doesn’t plan to 
cancel. We have two small 
children, so is there anoth-
er kind of policy he could 
get in the interim?

— Dana
DEAR DANA,
If you can’t get term life 

insurance, you can’t get 
whole life. It’s the same un-
derwriting process. I only 
recommend term policies, 

but under these circum-
stances I’d keep the whole 
life in place because he’s 
basically uninsurable.

There are a couple of 
things you can do in this 
kind of situation. One thing 
is to get a mortgage life in-
surance policy. These are 
usually available without 
any kind of major inspec-
tion, and they pay o!  your 
mortgage, in full, in the 
event of death. It’s about 10 

times more expensive than 
regular term insurance, but 
at least it will pay o!  the 
house.

Another thing to look in-
to is an automatic issue-
type policy. Lots of banks 
o! er these when you open 
an account. Usually, they’ll 
send you an o! er for a 
$10,000 life insurance 
policy. But if you pick up 
four or fi ve of these, then 
he’s got another $50,000 
on top of the $75,000 al-
ready in place. It’s still not 
enough, but it’s better than 
nothing. But I wouldn’t 
spend a lot when he’s only 
got a year left until he can 
get some good, proper cov-
erage. I recommend peo-
ple have eight to 10 times 
their annual income in life 

insurance coverage. So if he 
makes $50,000 a year, he 
needs to have $400,000 to 
$500,000 in a good, lev-
el term policy. That’s what 
you guys need to shoot for 
a year from now!

— Dave
Dave Ramsey is Ameri-
ca’s most trusted voice on 
money and business. He’s 
authored four New York 
Times best-selling books: 
“Financial Peace,” “More 
Than Enough,” “The Total 
Money Makeover” and “En-
treLeadership.” The “Dave 
Ramsey Show” is heard by 
more than 5 million listen-
ers each week on more than 
500 radio stations. Follow 
Dave on Twitter at @Dav-
eRamsey and on the Web at 
daveramsey.com.
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COLDWATER — Kin-
derhook Township resident 
Alex New was arrested on 
fi ve criminal sexual conduct 
(CSC) charges after a day on 
Silver Lake with two girls.

New, 43, is accused of 
taking a 14-year-old and 
a cognitively impaired 

20-year-old out on a paddle 
boat in the lake June 24.

The girls told Branch 
County Sheri! 's O"  ce (BC-
SO) deputies New began 
groping the youngest, put-
ting his hands under the 
swim suit, before the girl 
jumped into the lake.

The probable cause a"  -
davit said he then turned his 
attention to the older girl, 

doing the same to her and 
trying to force sex on her.

The report said both 
girls had scratches, bruises, 
and one had swelling when 
examined.

New denied any sexual 
activity and claimed he was 
only “playing in the water” 
with the girls.

O"  cers said there was a 
strong odor of alcohol on 

New at the time.
Defense attorney Joe 

Hayes told Branch County 
District Court Judge Brent 
Weigle during video ar-
raignment Monday New 
denies all the allegations 
and has been cooperative 
with o"  cers.

New is charged with CSC 
second-degree and CSC 
third-degree, both 15-year 

o! enses; CSC fourth-de-
gree, a two-year o! ense; as-
sault to commit CSC sec-
ond-degree, a fi ve-year 
crime; and assault to com-
mit CSC third-degree, a 
10-year o! ense.

Judge Weigle reduced 
bond to $100,000 cash or 
surety and scheduled a pre-
liminary examination for 
Sept. 23.

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT

New arrested on fi ve counts

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

NOBLE TOWNSHIP 
— Working smoke detec-
tors “likely saved the chil-
dren’s lives” Bronson Fire 
Department (BFD) Chief 
Brent Wilber said after 
fi re gutted their second-
story bedroom just after 4 
a.m. Monday morning.

Their mother safely got 
the 6-year-old girl and 
8-year-old boy out of the 
house rented by Doug-
las Huey at 846 Green-
fi eld Rd., when the detec-
tors were activated by the 
heavy smoke. The resi-
dents believe that a can-
dle placed in the bedroom 
window was knocked over 
by the wind and caught 
the mattress on fi re.

Wilber said arson is not 
suspected. The Branch 
County Sheri! ’s O"  ce 
(BCSO) is conducting an 
investigation after some 
evidence that could be as-
sociated with a meth lab 
was found at the scene.

Fighters from the BFD 

had the blaze under con-
trol in less than 15 min-
utes. Flames were coming 
from both bedroom win-
dows on the farm house 
when the fi rst trucks 
arrived.

The fi re damage was 
confi ned to the bedroom 
but the house su! ered 
moderate smoke dam-
age as well. Damage was 
estimated at $10,000 to 
the house and $5,000 to 
contents.

Firemen shoveled 
smouldering debris from 
the second fl oor win-
dow. They were on the 
scene for three-and-a-half 
hours.

LifeCare Ambulance 
and Orland (Ind.) Fire 
Department also assisted 
at the scene. The REMC, 
the Indiana electric cor-
poration, cut the power to 
the home, which sits 100 
feet north of the state line.

The home is owned 
by Allen Spade of Howe, 
Ind., and was insured. It 
was not known if the rent-
ers had insurance.

METH LAB COMPONENTS FOUND

Bronson firemen shovel smouldering debris from 
a home on Greenfield Road early Monday morning. 
DON REID PHOTO

Bronson firemen wet down smouldering debris shoveled from the bedroom fire early Monday morning. 
DON REID PHOTO

Smoke detector saves kids

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — Trau-
matic experiences make 
way for the exploration of 
truth and real love. Facing 
betrayal within a family 
can directly lead to learn-
ing the process of trusting 
all over again.

Local author, Dr. An-
nette Perkins discovered 
these truths after a person-
al traumatic event which 

led her to express her dis-
covery using the world of 
words.

“I’ve always wanted to 
write a book. I love to write 
and research,” said Perkins.

Her book, “Dearest 
Catherine: The Betrayal,” 
explores a woman’s heart 
and feelings of anger, lone-
liness, indignation and de-
spair. Anne fi nds herself 
being forced into an un-
happy marriage and swept 
o!  to England from New 

York in 1839. She becomes 
an instant mother to her 
husband’s daughters and 
all the nuances that go 
along with her life lead her 
to question everything.

Anne begins to ques-
tion her faith and why God 
would allow these trials in 
her life. She fi nds herself 
thrown into more traumat-
ic experiences in the sec-
ond addition to the trilogy, 

MOTHER-SON WRITING TEAM

Authors share life’s journey through history

Local author Annette 
Perkins

Local Author Jonathan 
Perkins

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — For-
mer Allen resident Aaron 
Feldkamp, 29, will go back 
to prison after taking a car 
from a convenience store 
July 7 in Quincy.

Branch 
Coun-
ty Circuit 
Court Judge 
Bill O’Grady 
sentenced 
him to two 
to fi ve years 

for auto theft.
Ashley Wyant had parked 

her 2003 Chevrolet Impala 
outside the store — with it’s 
engine running — to go in 
and make a quick purchase.

Feldkamp was seen on se-
curity video getting in and 
driving away. The car was 
found in a parking lot the 
next day.

"I had no idea what I was 
doing. It was a drug-in-
duced action," Feldkamp 
admitted.

When he was arrested he 
was also charged with pos-
session of controlled drugs 
and will serve a year concur-
rent time for the use.

Judge O’Grady told Feld-
kamp, "You have no inten-
tion of complying with the 
rules of probation or soci-
ety." He ordered him to pay 
$500 restitution for items 
taken from the stolen car.

Feldkamp was paroled 
in March 2012 from a one 
to four-year 2011 sentence 
for possession of controlled 
drugs in St. Joseph County 
and a two to 10-year 2008 
sentence for larceny from 
Ottawa County. He had cut 
his tether, absconded from 
parole and headed back to 
Hillsdale County.

The new sentence will 
be consecutive to the prior 
prison term.

ALLEN MAN 
SENTENCED

Feldkamp 
gets new 
prison 
term

Feldkamp

SEE AUTHORS,  A3

THE CAR GUY: Com-
mentary by City of St-
urgis mechanic Craig 
Crabill.

■ What to Watch
■ Morning Minutes
■ Latest blogs
These items appear on-
ly at www.thedailyre-
porter.com.
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DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBYASK DR. K

DEAR DOCTOR K: I want 
to cut down on sugar in my 
diet. Are artifi cial sweeten-
ers the answer?

DEAR READER: You’re 
wise to reduce the amount 
of sugar you consume. 
Sugar, particularly added 
sugar in foods and bever-
ages, leads to weight gain 
-- and excess weight in-
creases your risk of heart 
disease, diabetes, high 
blood pressure and other 
health problems.

Sugar comes in many 
forms, including honey, 
brown rice syrup, corn syr-
up and molasses. You want 
to limit all of them.

Artifi cial sweeteners are 
sugar-free and typically 
lower in calories than sug-
ar. All of the sweeteners on 
the market are considered 
safe. Earlier reports link-
ing saccharin and aspar-
tame to cancer have been 
disproved.

So artifi cial sweeteners 
might seem like a healthier 
option than sugar. But that 
idea is controversial.

Dr. Michelle Hauser, 
certifi ed chef, nutrition 
educator and clinical fel-
low in medicine at Har-
vard Medical School, ex-
plains it this way: On the 
one hand, artifi cial sweet-
eners such as aspartame 
(NutraSweet, Equal), sac-
charin (Sweet’N Low) and 
sucralose (Splenda) can re-
duce the number of calo-
ries in your diet. Obvious-
ly, that makes it easier for 
you to achieve or maintain 
a healthy weight.

But artifi cial sweeten-
ers are generally hundreds 
- or even thousands - of 
times sweeter than sug-
ar. There is some evidence 
that they may make you 
crave sweets even more. I 
don’t regard that evidence 
as solid, but it is plausible.

You can cut down on 
sugar without replacing it 
with artifi cial sweeteners. 
Here are some tips:

■ Don’t eliminate all 
sugary foods at once. You’ll 
only crave sweets more.

■ Keep sugary foods 
away. Don’t tempt yourself 
by keeping candy, cook-
ies and soda in your house. 
Stock your fruit bowl 
instead.

■ Retrain your taste 
buds. Eat a healthy diet 
made up of more satisfy-
ing foods - whole grains, 
fruits, vegetables, healthy 
oils and lean protein.

■ Sweeten foods your-
self. Start with unsweet-
ened iced tea, plain yogurt 
and unfl avored oatmeal. 
Add your own sweetener 
in the smallest amounts to 
be satisfying. It may sur-
prise you to see how little 
sugar you need to add.

■ Watch for hidden sug-
ars. Read food labels to 
fi nd out how much sugar is 
in the foods you buy. Avoid 
products that list sugar as 
the fi rst ingredient or that 
contain several di! erent 
types of sugar.

Many of my patients try 
to achieve or maintain a 
healthy weight by avoiding 
fats but ignore the impor-
tance of sugar.

Dr. Komaro!  is a physi-
cian and professor at Har-
vard Medical School. To 
send questions, go to Ask-
DoctorK.com, or write: Ask 
Doctor K, 10 Shattuck St., 
Second Floor, Boston, MA 
02115.

Cut down 
on sugar 
without 
replacing it 

DEAR ABBY: I am a 
75-year-old man who lives 
in a gated community. For 
the last eight months I 
have been seeing a wom-
an who lives nearby. We 
are starting to fall in love.

Our problem is her 
95-year-old mother, who 
lives with her. Her mom 
is pretty healthy and has 
some money, but she’s 
scared to be left alone. Be-
cause of this, my lady and 
I have di"  culty fi nding 
private time.

We get out for short pe-
riods, but we’d like to go 
away for a weekend to-
gether. If we suggest 
it, Mom makes a stink 
and gets nasty with her 
daughter. We have tried 
talking with her about it, 
but she refuses, sulks and 
won’t talk for days.

She’s su! ering from 
slight dementia, but gets 
around OK with a walker. 
Mom claims she doesn’t 
want or need a “grand-
ma sitter.” She wants on-
ly her daughter to take 
care of her and be with 
her. Any help would be 
appreciated.
- COURTING TROUBLE 
IN ARIZONA

DEAR COURTING: If 
your lady friend wants to 
have any life of her own, 
she will have to sti! en her 
spine and deal with Ma-
ma. This includes not al-
lowing her mother’s sulk-
ing to prevent the two of 
you from having an occa-
sional weekend together.

She should contact as-
sisted-living facilities in 
the area and fi nd out if 
they will accept guests for 
short stays of only a few 
days or a week. If the an-
swer is yes, Mama should 
be o! ered a choice: Ei-
ther someone comes to 
stay with her while you’re 
gone, a friend perhaps, 
or she will have to stay 
elsewhere because being 
alone is not an option.

DEAR ABBY: Are there 
any letters or topics you 
won’t touch with a 10-foot 
pole?
- JUST WONDERING

DEAR WONDERING: 
None come to mind. At 
one point or another, this 
column has addressed 
darn near everything and 
may have o! ended almost 
everyone.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

Couple 
wanting 
private time
must stand 
up to mom

Stocks. 
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Advice.
The Street  
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content, in print 
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“Dearest Catherine: The 
Journey.”

In the second novel, 
Anne continues to ques-
tion her faith, but with 
the help of true friend-
ship, she is on the path to 
recovery and forgiveness. 
She spends her time 
learning to trust and 
conquer life’s many trag-
edies without anger and 
fear ruling her thoughts.  

The fi nal novel, ti-
tled “Dearest Catherine: 
The Blessing,” will follow 
Anne through her trials 
and learning experiences. 
The novel is scheduled to 
be released in 2014.

Perkin’s spent roughly a 
year writing both novels. 
She researched the Victo-
rian era to bring accuracy 
to the stories.

“I researched as I was 
I writing. I wanted to 
add things into the sto-
ry that coincided with the 
time period. If I came in-
to a topic I wanted more 
depth to, I researched it,” 
said Perkins.

Perkins and her son, 
Jonathan, self-published 
their novels through Xu-
lon Press.

Jonathan’s book, ti-
tled “Upon the Eastern 
Sun,” is a fi ctional, histor-
ical story of the Civil War 
battle at Gettysburg. He 
spent two years research-
ing the war and time peri-
od. The historically-accu-
rate novel follows Union 
General John Buford and 
Confederate Brigadier 
General James Pettigrew, 
as well as other, fi ctional 

characters, through the 
Civil War.

Jonathan is currently 
working on a second nov-
el that will follow the fac-
tual life of The Culp Fam-
ily during the Civil War 
at Gettysburg. The Culp 
family su! ered greatly 
through the war, with one 
son fi ghting on the Con-
federate side and the oth-
er for the Union.

Annette and Jonathan 
originally come from 
New York, but moved to 
Michigan 17 years ago 
and currently reside near 
Somerset.

Annette has been mar-
ried to her husband, Ron, 

for 32 years and they have 
two sons. She received her 
doctorate degree in edu-
cational leadership from 
Central Michigan Uni-
versity. She taught special 
education for 15 years in 
New York and Michigan.

Jonathan is also mar-
ried with two children. 
He is a graduate of Amer-
ican Public Universi-
ty with degrees in crim-
inal justice and history 
with a focus on the Civil 
War era. He is a member 
of the Michigan Archae-
ological Society and re-
cently became a certifi ed 
scuba diver, researching 
shipwrecks.

The duo will be at the 
Coldwater Branch of the 
Branch District Library 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sat-
urday, Sept. 14. Copies of 
the books will be available 
for purchase and a sign-
ing will take place after 
the “eat and greet.” The 
event is free to the public.

The library is located at 
10 E. Chicago St., Cold-
water. For more informa-
tion, contact the library at 
(517) 278-2341.

The novels are also 
available for purchase 
through Amazon, Barnes 
and Noble and the pub-
lishing company, Xulon 
Press.

AUTHORS
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Wednesday, 
Sept. 11, 2013
■ WIC, 570 Marshall Rd., 
Coldwater, 12 p.m. - 8 p.m., 
517-279-9561.
■ Swiss Steak Dinner at 
Mosherville Ladies Hall 
on North Street. Serving 
Swiss Steak, mashed po-
tatoes, gravy, green beans, 
baked beans, salad bar, pie 
and drink. Everyone wel-
come. Serving starts at 
4:30 p.m.
■ AA: Smoking meetings at 
4:30 and 8 p.m. at 22 West 
Pearl Street, Coldwater.
■ Walk for ME will meet at 
Heritage Park in Coldwa-
ter. Call (517) 781-6499 for 
more information.
■ The Branch County Co-
alition Against Domestic 
Violence, 220 N. Michigan 
Ave., Coldwater, is collect-
ing old cell phones to be re-
cycled. For more informa-
tion, call (517) 278-SAFE 
(7233).
■ Beginnings Care for Life 
Center, 213 Marshall St., 
Coldwater, is open from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Business 
hours are from 1-4 p.m.
■ The Community Health 
Center of Branch Coun-
ty’s Houghton Physical 
Therapy and Rehabilitation 
Center will o! er a weight 
management course from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Call (516) 
279-5457 for more infor-
mation or to sign up.
■ The Arthritis Aquatic 
Class will take place from 
8:30-9:30 a.m. or 12-1 p.m. 
at the Community Health 
Center of Branch Coun-
ty. Call (517) 279-5457 for 
more information.
■ The Community Health 
Center of Branch Coun-
ty Lobby Gift Shop is open 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

■ Success By Six will meet 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
at the Fremont Early Edu-
cation Center, 95 S. Fre-
mont St., Coldwater. For 
more information, call 
517-279-0066.
■ Living With Bi Polar & De-
pression: Meets at the First 
Baptist Church in Coldwa-
ter from 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
■ Even Keel - Bipolar/De-
pression Support Group. 
meets at 2 p.m. at the Unit-
ed Methodist Church on 
Marshall St. in Coldwater. 
It’s free and open to the 
community. Call Jennifer 
Hunter at 517-278-2129 if 
you have any questions.
■ A bicycle ride will take 
place (depending on the 
weather) beginning at 6:30 
p.m. at Parkhurst Park on 
Grand Street, Coldwater. 
For more information, call 
Branch Area Bike Associa-
tion founder Beverly Ohm 
at 517-278-7506 or visit 
www.bikebranch.org.
■ AA: closed meeting at 7 
a.m., noon and 8 p.m. at 23 
½   S. Monroe St., Coldwa-
ter, behind Shorty’s Barber 
Shop. Message line at (517) 
279-7776.
■ The Friendship Center, 
493 Marshall St., Coldwa-
ter is open from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. For more information, 
call 517-278-4103.
■ We Do Recover group 
of Narcotics Anonymous 
will gather at 8 p.m. for a 
meeting at 22 W. Pearl St., 
Suite 2, Coldwater. Call 
(269) 841-7091 for more 
information.
■ The Eby-Klein Youth 
and Family Center, 89 W. 
Chicago Street, Coldwa-
ter, will have after school 
gym time for grades sixth 
through 12th from 3-5 p.m. 
For more information, call 

517-278-5031.
■ The Branch District Li-
brary, 10 E. Chicago St., 
Coldwater, is open from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more 
information, call (517) 
278-2341.
■ The Algansee Branch Li-
brary, 580-B S. Ray Quincy 
Rd., is open from 1 p.m. to 
6 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (517) 639-9830.
■ The Bronson Branch Li-
brary, 207 N. Matteson , is 
open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(517) 369-3785.
■ Quincy Branch Library, 11 
N. Main St. Open 11 a.m. - 5 
p.m. For more information 
call (517) 639-4001.
■ Union Township Branch 
Library, 195 N. Broadway , 
is open from 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. For more information, 
call (517) 741-5061.
■ Lap Time Story Time is 
held at the Branch District 
Library for children ages 6 
months to 2 years at 10:30 
a.m.
■ The H&C Burnside Se-
nior Center is open from 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. with the 
exercise, library and billiard 
rooms open during that 
time; ping pong at 9 a.m.; 
9-10 a.m. Co! ee Klatch; 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. stained glass 
class; 12:30 p.m. Ladies 
Bridge Group; 1 p.m. Du-
plicate Bridge and Hand 
and Foot Canasta; 1:15 
p.m. Euchre and 1:30 p.m. 
ceramics.
■ Branch County Se-
nior Dining Center Branch 
County CAA o"  ce serv-
ing lunch at noon. Call 
517-279-8249 for more 
information.
■ Coldwater Ladies Ea-
gles #1907 Auxiliary: 7 p.m. 
meeting.
■ Beggars Recycling, 

located on W. Railroad St., 
Bronson, will be accepting 
paper and magazines. No 
plastic or tin cans will be 
accepted.
■ Seeker Club will be held 
for those in grades 1-6 a 
the First Baptist Church in 
Bronson from 6:15- 8 p.m. 
Call (517) 369-9439 for 
more information.
■ Habitat for Humanity has 
a Nu-Wool trailer for news-
paper and phone book re-
cycling at Needham Floors 
(the former Albright build-
ing) on M-60, Union City.
■ Bingo will be o! ered at 6 
p.m. at the I.O.O.F. Hall, 17 
½   W. Chicago St., Quincy. 
For more information, call 
517-639-7112.
■ The Hillsdale County Co-
alition For Peace and Jus-
tice meets at 7 p.m. at The 
Annex next door to Vol-
ume One Books, with mov-
ies free of charge and open 
to the public, starting at 
8 p.m. and discussion to 
follow.
■ The Welcome Home 
Group, 27 S. Manning, Hill-
sdale, will be the site of a 
Unity Service Recovery at 
8 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Call 
(517) 437-3516 for more 
information.
■ The Annex, 98 N. Broad 
St., Hillsdale, will be open 
from 6-11 p.m. with open 
mic night/jam sessions at 
8 p.m.
■ Non-smoking AA at 
9 a.m. and 7 p.m. in the 
downstairs at the Hope 
House, 401 W. Chicago, 
Jonesville.
■ Schuler’s Restaurant and 
Pub, 115 S. Eagle St., will 
host live entertainment in 
Winston’s Pub, Marshall, 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. Call 
(269) 781-0658 for more 
information.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

DOW
15,063.12

140.62
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46.17

S&P 500
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23.50
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9,539.93

100.24

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Ar-
chie Wilson appears to 
have taken up the hob-
by of making weapons 
while he has been an in-
mate at the Branch Coun-
ty Jail.

In jail for disorder-
ly conduct, Wilson, 53 
from Coldwater was 
twice charged with mis-
demeanor possession of 

materi-
als which 
could be 
used as 
weapons, 
including a 
rolled-up, 
wet maga-

zine which then became a 
hard club.

The Branch Coun-
ty prosecutor upped the 
charges to fi ve-year felo-
nies when corrections of-
fi cers checked Wilson’s 

cell Aug. 20. Under Wil-
son’s mattress were a set 
of yellow “nunchucks” — 
two hard weapons tied to-
gether with a cord, which 
are typically used in ori-
ental combat.

Wilson asked the o"  -
cers if he had “made them 
pretty good” when caught 
with materials found in 
the jail.

To get Wilson’s at-
tention the prosecu-
tor charged Wilson as a 

habitual felon because of 
convictions in 1980 for 
absconding and in 1989 
for assault with a dan-
gerous weapon and felo-
ny fi rearm. This raises the 
maximum penalty to life 
in prison.

Wilson is considered 
a security risk. Branch 
County District Judge 
Brent Weigle set bond 
at $10,000 cash or sure-
ty pending a preliminary 
examination.

FELONY CHARGE

Wilson found with weapons in jail

Wilson
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COLDWATER — Alex 
J. Richards, 20, of Cold-
water passed away on 
Wednesday, Sep. 4, 2013 
at his residence. The Fu-
neral Service will be 
held at 11 a.m. Friday, 
Sep. 13, 2013 at the Ray-
born Seventh Day Adven-
tist Church, 399 N. Fre-
mont Rd., Coldwater. A 
reception will follow the 
service.

Alex is survived by 
his mother, Terry Rich-
ards (Jim Pulido); fa-
ther, Je!  Richards (Sta-
cy Ann Sipes); Sisters, 
Ericka Richards (Craig 
Lee) and Monica Rich-
ards; brother, Camer-
on Richards; girlfriend, 

Samantha McDonald and 
long time family friends 
Samantha Uren, Camer-
on Layne and Chauncey 
Jones. He was preceded in 
death by brother, Julian 
K. Richards.

Alex attended Quin-
cy and Franklin High 
Schools and Branch Ar-
ea Career Center where he 
mastered the art of ma-
chining. He was very giv-
ing and kind. He was a 
friend to many and a great 
brother to his siblings. 
We all love and miss him 
dearly. Please say prayers 
for his siblings.

ALEX J. RICHARDS

KALAMAZOO — Rose-
marie “Rosie” D. Adam-
ski, 85, of Bronson died 
on September 11, 2013 at 
Borgess Medical Center in 
Kalamazoo.

Mass of Christian buri-
al will be held on Satur-
day, September 14, 2013 
at 10:30 AM at St. Mary 
of Assumption Church 
in Bronson with Rev. Fr. 
Richard Fritz o"  ciating. 
Interment will follow at St. 
Mary’s Cemetery in Bron-
son. Visitation will be held 
on Friday, September 13, 
2013 at Dutcher-Kolcz Fu-
neral Home in Bronson 
from 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 
P.M. with the Rosary to be 
recited at 7:00 P.M.

Rosemarie was born on 
April 6, 1928, the daugh-
ter of John and Irene 

(Kowalski) Sikorski in De-
troit. After moving from 
Detroit as a young child, 
she made Bronson her life-
long home. She married 
the love of her life, James 
Adamski on June 24, 1955 
at St. Mary’s in Bronson, 
where she was a member 
for many years. Rosie was 
a homemaker and loving 
mother. She enjoyed read-
ing and was known for her 

sense of humor.
Rosemarie is survived 

by her daughter Kathleen 
Adamski of Bronson; sis-
ter-in-law Joyce Adamski 
of Sturgis; several cousins; 
and many special friends. 
She was preceded in death 
by her parents and her 
husband James Adamski 
in July of 2001.

Memorials may be di-
rected to Branch County 
Humane Society, St. Mary 
Assumption Church or St. 
Mary’s Catholic School. 
www.dutcherfh.com.

ROSEMARIE D. ADAMSKI 1928-2013

QUINCY — Elton Merl 
Potter Jr., 70, of Quincy 
died Wednesday, Sep. 11, 
2013 at his residence. El-
ton was born July 12, 1943 
in Coldwater to Elton Merl 
and Grace (Canrite) Potter 
Sr.

Elton married Cheryl Wi-
ley May 19, 1973 in Coldwa-
ter. Elton loved his grand-
children and family, he 
enjoyed fi shing, trains, and 
old cars. He did plumb-
ing for many years around 
the area. Elton retired from 
H.C. Starks in 2002.

Survivors include his 
wife: Cheryl; Children: Mi-
chael (Susan) Potter, Tam-
my (Troy) Hitchcock, and 
John (Faye) Potter all of 
Coldwater; 11 Grandchil-
dren; 1 Great Grandchild; 
2 Sisters: Virginia Charles 

of Jonesville and Violet 
Charles of Midland. Pre-
ceded in death by parents 
and a sister Gay.

No Services are sched-
uled at this time, cremation 
has taken place. Arrange-
ments by Gillespie Funeral 
Home.

Memorials may be made 
to the family to help with 
the expense, memorials 
may be sent to the funeral 
home in care of the family.

Visit www.gillespiefh.
com to leave a message or 
condolences to the family.

ELTON MERL POTTER JR. 1943-2013

OBITUARIES

About Richards
■ Attended Franklin High 
School
■ Attended Quincy High 
School
■ Learned Machining at 
BACC

About Adamski
■ Member of St. Mary’s in 
Bronson
■ Enjoyed Reading
■ Married James on June 
24, 1955

About Potter
■ Married Cheryl Wiley May 
19, 1973
■ Retired from H.C. Starks 
in 2002
■ Enjoyed fi shing, trains, and 
old cars

Friday, 
Sept. 13, 2013
■ AA: closed meeting at 
noon and open meeting at 8 
p.m. at 23 ½   S. Monroe St., 
Coldwater, behind Shorty’s 
Barber Shop.
■ AA: Smoking meetings 
at 4:30 and 8 p.m. at 22 W. 
Pearl Street, Coldwater.
■ The Branch County Coali-
tion Against Domestic Vio-
lence, 220 N. Michigan Ave., 
Coldwater, is collecting old 
cell phones to be recycled. 
For more information, call 
(517) 278-SAFE (7233).
■ The Community Health 
Center of Branch County 
Lobby Gift Shop is open from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
■ Community Action will of-
fer Euchre from 1-3:30 p.m.
■ Walk for ME will meet at 
Heritage Park in Coldwater. 
Call (517) 781-6499 for more 
information.
■ Coldwater Recreation 
Lanes bowling alley will o! er 
bowling for senior citizens at 
12:30 p.m.
■ The Habitat for Humanity 
Resale Store, located in the 
former Walters Building Sup-
ply buildings on US-12 be-
tween Coldwater and Quincy, 
will be open from 3-7 p.m.
■ The Branch District Li-
brary, 10 E. Chicago St., 
Coldwater, is open from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (517) 278-2341.
■ The Algansee Branch Li-
brary, 580-B S. Ray Quincy 
Rd., is open from 1 p.m. to 6 
p.m. For more information, 
call (517) 639-9830.
■ The Bronson Branch Li-
brary, 207 N. Matteson , is 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

For more information, call 
(517) 369-3785.
■ Quincy Branch Library, 11 
N. Main St. Open 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. For more information 
call (517) 639-4001.
■ Union Township Branch Li-
brary, 195 N. Broadway , is 
open from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. For more information, 
call (517) 741-5061.
■ The Friendship Center, 
493 Marshall St., Marshall is 
open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For more information, call 
517-278-4103.
■ The H&C Burnside Senior 
Center is open from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. with the exercise, 
library and billiard rooms 
open during that time; 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. wood shop open; 
9-10 a.m. Co! ee Klatch; 9 
a.m. basic computer class; 
and 1 p.m. Mexican Train 
Dominoes, pinochle and wa-
tercolor class.
■ Branch County Senior Din-
ing Center Branch County 
CAA o"  ce serving lunch at 
noon. Call 517-279-8249 for 
more information.
■ We Do Recover group of 
Narcotics Anonymous will 
gather at 8 p.m. for a meet-
ing at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 
2, Coldwater. Call (269) 841-
7091 for more information.
■ Reformers Unanimous 

Addiction Program will 
gather at 7 p.m. at the Cal-
vary Baptist Church, 770 
E. Chicago Rd., Quincy. Call 
(517) 639-4239 for more 
information.
■ The Bronson Branch Li-
brary will be open from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.
■ AA: 8 p.m. at Union City 
Wesleyan Church.
■ Habitat for Humanity has 
a Nu-Wool trailer for news-
paper and phone book recy-
cling at Needham Floors (the 
former Albright building) on 
M-60, Union City.
■ Union City Senior Din-
ing Center Union City Fire 
Station. 10:30 a.m. - noon. 
Lunch at 11:30 a.m. Call 517-
741-7212 for more info.
■ The Annex, 98 N. Broad 
St., Hillsdale, will be open 
from 6-12 p.m. with modern 
karaoke for the younger and 
older set at 8 p.m.
■ Non-smoking AA at 9 a.m. 
in the downstairs at the 
Hope House, 401 W. Chicago, 
Jonesville.

If you have events you 
wish to place in the cal-
endar please email them 
to mbeckmeyer@thedai-
lyreporter.com or FAX to 
517-278-6041.
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Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

Coldwater- The Coldwa-
ter Branch of the Branch 
District Library will be 
hosting a watercolor for 
beginners class. Artist Viv-
ian Schilling will be in-
structing the two part class 
on September 16 and 23 
from 1:30 to 4 p.m.

Shilling self taught her-
self to paint and has been 
mastering the art for al-
most 60 plus years. She 
has expanded her artis-
tic education by attend-
ing and partaking in na-
tionally known Artists' 
workshops—Tony Couch, 
Stephen Quiller and Joe 
Fettingis— since 1986.

Shilling's range of artis-
tic ability is broad and in-
cludes watercolor/collage, 
pastel, oil painting, char-
coal, jewelry, lampwork 
beads and china painting.

"Before I started paint-
ing predominantly water 
media, I was a pastel art-
ist, almost exclusively, I re-
ally admire the work of the 
impressionists, Edgar De-
gas, Berthe Morisot, Mary 
Casatt, etc," said Shilling.

Shilling was awarded 
the Peggy Award in 1975 
and 1976, Best of show for 

the Tibbits Arts & Crafts 
show in 1986, The Pur-
chase Award from Lost 
Nation’s Art Show in 2007, 
Honorable Mention in the 
Michigan Artists Compe-
tition in 2010, 2011 and 
2012 and other awards 
over the years.

She is currently teach-
ing china and watercol-
or painting classes. Over 
the years, she hast taught 
several small workshops 
through the Art Center of 
Battle Creek and water-
color/collage workshop 
through the Hillsdale Art-
ists Guild.

"When I paint, my re-
al love is watching the wa-
ter move the color in such 
unexpected ways and 
then making it work for 
what ever I'm trying to 
accomplish."

Shilling is also a mem-
bership of the South West 
Michigan Watercolor So-
ciety, the Battle Creek So-
ciety of Artists, Hillsdale 
Art Guild, Michigan Wa-
tercolor Society, Ameri-
can Watercolor Society, 
Branch County Art Guild, 
the Open Door Gallery in 
Sturgis, an Artists Co-op-
erative, Arts & Industry in 
Calhoun County, and Arts 
Alive in Coldwater.

She has exhibited her 
art at the Gallery in Battle 
Creek , the Art Center of 
Battle Creek and the Ka-
lamazoo Institute of Art. 
and has been accepted at 
the Ella Sharp Art show in 
Jackson, The Lost Nation’s 
Art Show, Hillsdale Arts 
Council, Carnegie Center 
for the Arts in Three Riv-
ers, Art Center of Battle 
Creek, The Krasl Art Cen-
ter in St. Joseph, The Tib-
bits Arts & Craft Show.

"The most important 
thing that I'm hoping to 
impart to the students, is 
that watercolor is fun, and 
not so scary, a lot of peo-
ple think that watercolor 
is scary and that once you 
put it on the paper it can 
never be corrected, well, 
that is a misnomer, if you 
use the correct paint and 
use quality paper, it can be 
corrected," said Shilling.

"We are not going to 
concentrate on just one 
subject, we will be showing 
them how to make a wash 
work and if there is time a 
tree and rocks, maybe wa-
ter, and sky, we'll see how 
that goes," she added.

For more information or 
to reserve a spot, contact 
the Coldwater library at 
278-2341.

COLWATER BRANCH LIBRARY

Shilling teaches the 
art of watercolor

Today is Thursday, Sept. 12, 
the 255th day of 2013. There 
are 110 days left in the year.

Today's High-
light in History
On September 12, 1943, 
during World War II, German 
paratroopers took Beni-
to Mussolini from the hotel 
where he was being held by 
the Italian government.

On this date
In 1846, Elizabeth Bar-
rett secretly married Robert 
Browning at St. Marylebone 
Church in London.
In 1888, entertainer Mau-
rice Chevalier was born in 
Paris.
In 1913, Olympic legend 
Jesse Owens was born in 
Oakville, Ala.
In 1938, Adolf Hitler de-
manded the right of 

self-determination for the 
Sudeten (soo-DAYT'-un) 
Germans in Czechoslovakia.
In 1942, during World War 
II, a German U-boat o!  West 
Africa torpedoed the RMS 
Laconia, which was carrying 
Italian prisoners of war, Brit-
ish soldiers and civilians.
In 1953, Massachusetts 
Sen. John F. Kennedy mar-
ried Jacqueline Lee Bou-
vier (boo-vee-AY') in New-
port, R.I.
In 1960, Democratic pres-
idential candidate John F. 
Kennedy addressed ques-
tions about his Roman Cath-
olic faith, telling a South-
ern Baptist group, "I do not 
speak for my church on pub-
lic matters, and the church 
does not speak for me."
In 1962, in a speech at Rice 
University in Houston, Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy reaf-
fi rmed his support for the 
manned space program, de-
claring: "We choose to go to 

the moon. We choose to go 
to the moon in this decade 
and do the other things, not 
because they are easy, but 
because they are hard."
In 1963, "The Spy Who 
Came in from the Cold," a 
novel by John le Carre, went 
on sale in Britain.
In 1977, South African black 
student leader Steve Biko 
(BEE'-koh) died while in po-
lice custody, triggering an in-
ternational outcry.
In 1986, Joseph Cicippio 
(sih-SIHP'-ee-oh), the acting 
comptroller at the American 
University in Beirut, was kid-
napped (he was released in 
December 1991).
In 1992, the space shuttle 
Endeavour blasted o! , car-
rying with it Mark Lee and 
Jan Davis, the fi rst married 
couple in space; Mae Jemi-
son, the fi rst black woman in 
space; and Mamoru Mohri, 
the fi rst Japanese national 
to fl y on a U.S. spaceship.
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 65 East Chicago Street
Downtown Coldwater

517-279-9536
www.perfectpetal.net

Flower Happy Hour
3-5:30 p.m.

20% Off
Fresh Flowers

A Perfect Petal
Floral Co.

Now is the Time to Order
Your Family Memorial

• Over 400 Monuments to choose from
• All monuments completed in our state-of-the-art cutting shop
• Largest indoor display in the Tri-State area

Serving your family with quality service & selection for over 89 years!

Come to the people who know granite.

Since 1924

Because every monument is made to honor the
memory of a loved one, we take extreme pride in

quality and craftsmanship of every piece we create.

Memorials Crafted
With Care

Family Owned & Operated By Andrea Roerig

411 West Main Street • Montpelier, OH

1-800-272-5588
www.facklermonument.comMember Since 1988
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