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COLDWATER — The 
Branch Area Food Panty 
is partnering with the 
Food Bank of South Cen-
tral Michigan to provide 
distribution for the Fresh 
Food Initiative.

The Fresh Food Initia-
tive for 2013 began July 9 
and continue for through 
the end of September. 
There are several changes 
from the past distribution 
that will make it easier for 
participants.

In the past, food (most-
ly produce, occasional-
ly milk and yogurt) was 
delivered once a week 
and distributed once a 
week in a two-hour win-
dow. Cars lined up on the 
street at the Community 
Action agency, and peo-
ple waited to receive their 
produce.

Now, the pantry will re-
ceive this food daily.

Participants can come 
and receive their pro-
duce Tuesday, Wednes-
day, or Thursday from 

noon to 4 p.m. along with 
their weekly bread and 
produce.

The only change cur-
rent pantry participants 
will see, is they will re-
ceive the additional food 
from the Fresh Food Ini-
tiative when they pick up 
their weekly bread and 
produce. They will still 
only receive a food box 
every other month.

If one is not a pantry 
participant, please regis-
ter. All we ask is proof of 
being a current Branch 
County resident and pro-
vide information of fami-
ly size. There is no income 
requirement. Questions 
can be posed to Pat or 
Marie at the pantry at 
279-0966.

The pantry is sta! ed 
100 percent by volun-
teers, which are always 
needed, even if just for a 
couple of hours a week. 
Those interested, should 
stop in for a tour and talk 
to Marie Czerniakowski.

The pantry still very 
much needs fresh 

produce, even with this 
additional produce from 
the Fresh Food Initiative, 
the Community Garden, 
and the donations from 
the Lakeland Correction-
al Facility and Ho! ’s Veg-
etable Market.

A healthy diet is full of 
vegetables, and the pan-
try wants to provide as 
much as possible. Anyone 
with a garden surplus, 
should consider donating.

Commercial growers 
are reminded that the 
Coldwater United Meth-
odist Men participate in 
gleaning — they pick after 
your commercial harvest 
and donate to the pantry. 
Contact Tom Shenefi eld 
at 227-6311 or Paul Mer-
edith at 617-3981.

Ann Lown of the pan-
try board said, regard-
ing the Fresh Food Ini-
tiative, “The Branch Area 
Food Pantry is excited to 
be able to provide this 
service to our community 
and with your help, Feed 
the Hungry in Branch 
County.”

BAFP

Pantry partners with food 
bank for Fresh Food Initiative 
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Have you ever wondered 
how you can make a dif-
ference, leave a lasting im-
pression, give somebody a 
chance of a lifetime?

Well, here is your chance.
The International Stu-

dent Exchange program is 
in need of host families for 
the 2013-14 school year. 
It is very easy to become a 
host family. All you need 
to do is provide a student 
with a place to sleep, with 

their own bed and dresser, 
food on the table, love and 
support.

The student can share a 
room with a person of the 
same sex and within three 
years of age from each other. 
They come with their own 
spending money and are 
responsible for their own 
expenses as far as school, 
sports and personal needs.

“We take pride in match-
ing your family with the 
perfect student and give 
support to the student and 

families during the year,” a 
release from the program 
said. “We have monthly 
visits and reports to make 
sure things are going well. 
This is something that you 
won’t regret doing and 
what you get in exchange is 
an overwhelming sense of 
gratitude.”

If you would be inter-
ested in giving these kids 
a chance of a lifetime, call 
617-7924 or (800) 808-
4551 and ask for Michelle 
Pierce.

CHANCE OF A LIFETIME

Families sought for exchange program

Bill Mitchell presents Michigan 
Fossils to kids at the Coldwater 
Branch Library.

Bill Mitchell gifting different Michigan rocks and minerals to attendees of the Michi-
gan Fossils presentation at Coldwater Branch Library.

Bill Mitchell gifts different Michigan rocks and 
minerals to attendees.

COLDWATER BRANCH LIBRARY

FUN WITH FOSSILS

Please visit one of our three locations in Coldwater, Jonesville and Sturgis

COLDWATER
375 S. Michigan
Coldwater, MI

(517) 278-1449

JONESVILLE
751 Beck Street

Jonesville, MI 49250
(517) 849-2149

STURGIS
2160 S. Centerville Road

Sturgis, MI 49091
(269) 651-7851

BUYING ALL TYPES OF METALS

Your Leading Heart Care Team
for Over 20 Years

Michigan Heart | Jackson
309 Page Avenue, Jackson, MI 49201michiganheart.com

Accepting New Patients
Since 1987, Michigan Heart has been dedicated to the greater

Jackson area by providing comprehensive cardiac care
that patients can depend on.

Call 517-787-1234 to schedule an appointment

Echocardiogram
Transesophageal
Transthoracic

Evaluation/Testing
Blood Pressure Monitoring
De!brillator/Pacemaker

 Management
 Electrocardiogram (EKG) 
Event/Holter Monitors
Noninvasive Vascular Testing
T Wave Alternans

Examination/Consultation
Follow-up Patient Care
New and Second Opinion

 Consults

Procedures/Interventions
Ablation
Cardioversion
Coronary/Vascular Angioplasty and Stents
De!brillator/Pacemaker Implantations
Electrophysiology Studies
Heart Catheterization
Tilt Table Testing
Vascular Angiography

Specialty Clinics/Services
Electrophysiology 
Peripheral Vascular

Stress Testing
Exercise/Pharmacologic Echocardiograms
Nuclear Imaging-Exercise and

 Pharmacologic Myocardial Perfusion Scans
Treadmill Tests
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COLDWATER — Kid's 
Place in the Coldwater 
Branch of the Branch Dis-
trict Library, has a new 
window planter. CJ Apel 
built the planter with 
material donated by the 

Coldwater Home Depot. 
The children are enjoying 
watching the plants grow.

The Coldwater Branch 
District Library will be 
hosting several fun fi lled 
events for children of all 
ages during the reading 
program.

The public is encouraged 

to come to the Kids' Place 
on July 16 at 10:30 a.m. to 
participate in pre-histor-
ic related activites such as 
crafts and story time.

Adam Carpenter of Car-
penter Creations will be 
coming on Saturday, July 

CBDL

Fun activities on tap at library

CJ Apel pictured with the window planter he construct-
ed. CHRISTY HART-HARRIS PHOTO

By Andy Barrand
abarrand@hillsdale.net

UNION CITY — Artists 
from around south-cen-
tral Michigan and north-
ern Indiana fi lled North 
Broadway Street in down-
town Union City Satur-
day for the inaugural Slice 
of American Pie Art Show 
and Festival.

The preparation for Sat-
urday’s event began early 
in the week as many store 
owners decorated the side-
walks in front of their busi-
nesses with chalk art. That 
creativity spilled out onto 
Broadway Street Saturday 
morning as area children 

and adults made their own 
creations.

The creations included a 
bright red fl ower, Sonic the 
Hedgehog, a Minion for 
the movie “Despicable Me 
2” and many others.

Area musical entertain-
ment was also on hand 
throughout the day.

“The community has re-
ally supported the festi-
val,” said organizer Shireen 
Cline. “All of the artists 
have been extremely happy 
with their sales.”

In keeping with the 
theme “Slice of American 
Pie,” a pie auction was held 
with proceeds going to-
ward next year’s festival. 

The auction featured 51 
pies with a rhubarb pie 
taking the highest bid of 
$29.

The Victorian Villa Inn 
Bed and Breakfast held 
a wine tasting sponsored 
by Green Thumb Garden 
Club Saturday afternoon.

“People are already 
talking about next year’s 
event,” said Cline.

Twenty-two artists took 
part in the festival, display-
ing a wide variety of cre-
ations — everything from 
jewelry and woodworking 
to outdoor wreath art.

The event was sponsored 
by the Union City Cham-
ber of Commerce.

UNION CITY

Artists share talents with community

Hope Austin, 11 (left) and Morgan Sanders, 12, both of 
Union City look at wood items made with geodes Satur-
day during the Slice of American Pie Art Show and Fes-
tival in Union City. ANDY BARRAND PHOTO

Dean Daglow, 82, of Homer holds a Mini-Lop Saturday during the Cal-Bra-Hil Rabbit Club Show at the 
Branch County 4-H Fairgrounds. Daglow, who has shown and raised rabbits since the 1940s, is the club’s 
secretary and coordinated Saturday’s show.
ANDY BARRAND PHOTO

By Dia Massey
dmassey@thedailyreporter.com

BRONSON — Bronson's 
biggest event of the year — 
the Polish Festival — will 
kick o!  Thursday.

The theme of the festival 
is "Happiness is Dancing 
to Polka Music."

Thursday
The opening ceremony 

will begin at 6:30 p.m. in 
St. Mary's of Assumption 
Church's gymnasium on 
204 Albers Road, where 
the American and Polish 
National Anthems will be 
performed by the Bronson 

BRONSON

Brosnson 
Fest 
kicks o!  
Thursday

The 2012 Bronson Polish 
Festival King Roy Wein-
berg and Queen Adelia 
Kubasiak ride in the pa-
rade. This year’s 44th An-
nual Bronson Polish Fes-
tival will be Thursday 
through Sunday. FILE PHOTO

SEE FEST,  A3

By Jamie Barrand
jbarrand@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — The Branch 
County 4-H Fairgrounds were 
overfl owing on Saturday with long 
ears and fl u! y tails.

Hundreds of rabbits and their 
owners were there to take part 
in an American Rabbit Breeders 

Association (ARBA)-sanctioned 
show. Youth and adults from all 
over Michigan turned out for the 
event, which was organized by 
Dean Daglow. The show was open 
to all ARBA sanctioned breeds 
and also featured specialty classes 
for Dutch and Mini-Lop rabbits.

Daglow, 82, lives in Homer and 
has been a fi xture for many years 

in the local rabbit breeding com-
munity. His interest in rabbits be-
gan back in the 1940s when he 
was a 4-H member. For the past 
60 years he has been a member 
of the Cal-Bra-Hil Rabbit Club 
(he is currently the club's secre-
tary), which is a"  liated with the 

CAL-BRA-HIL RABBIT CLUB

Exhibitors from across 
state turn out for show

SEE SHOW,  A4

SEE LIBRARY,  A3

■ What to Watch
■ Celebrity News
■ Latest blogs
These items appear on-
ly at www.thedailyre-
porter.com.

Because this isn’t your lucky break today....
It$s not an emergency, but it$s urgent.

Mon-Fri 8 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Sat-Sun 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

1381 N. Wayne St., Angola

260.665.8222
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DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBYASK DR. K

High School A Cappella 
Choir.

During the opening 
ceremony the king and 
queen, prince and prin-
cess and junior prince and 
princess will be crowned. 
The Bronson Citizen of 
the Year and winner of 
the cook-o!  will also be 
announced. A silent auc-
tion will take place.

The Barbie Busia con-
test will be held during 
the opening ceremonies. 
Tickets for a 50-50 raf-
fl e will be sold during the 
contest; spectators must 
buy tickets to vote 
for their pick for the most 
beautiful Busia (grand-
mother). Prizes will be 
awarded for most beau-
tiful Busia, best blingy 
Busia, and Best Shoes.

Fireworks presented by 
Mad Bomber Fireworks 
Productions will begin at 
dusk at Bronson Jr.-Sr. 
High School.

Friday
Friday's events will in-

clude Kids' Day at Doug-
las Park from 10 a.m. 
to noon. There will be 
games and prizes for all 
children through age 12. 
The United Commeri-
cal Travelers will be giv-
ing away frisbees to chil-
dren who bring a new or 
used book to donate to 
the Health Department. 
Bouncers and More LLC 
will haved bounce houses 
set up in the library park-
ing lot at Matteson and 
York streets.

Kids pedal tractor pulls 
will take place at 1 p.m. 
in front of the library, fol-
lowed by a turkey breast 
and polish sausage din-
ner at the First Congrega-
tional Church of Bronson 
starting at 4 p.m. A men's 
softball tournament will 
kick o!  at 7 p.m.

Friday's activities will 
wrap up "Polka in Her 

Shoes," a men's dance 
contest sponsored by the 
Branch County Coali-
tion Against Domestic 
Violence (BCCADV) and 
the Bronson Polish Festi-
val Council. Proceeds will 
be split between the two 
orginazitions. BCCADV 
will have high heels avail-
able for all the contes-
tants; Syrena Dancer 
will be dancing with all 
contestants.

Saturday
On Saturday, registra-

tion for the 5K run-walk 
is 7 a.m. to 7:45 p.m., 
with the race beginning 
at 8 a.m. Medals will be 
presented to the top three 
male and female walkers 
and the top three male 
and female runners in 
each age category.

The car show will take 
place at the Strike Zone 
between 9 a.m. and 3 
p.m. This event is open to 
all show cars, trucks, mo-
torcycles, lowrider and 
custom bicycles. Ten Best 
of Show awards will be 
presented.

The parade will start 
at 1 p.m at St. Mary's 
of Assumption Church 
and will go to Wayne 
Street. Bill Ward is this 
year's grand marshal; the 
Rev.Terry Siler is honor-
ary grand marshal.

Garden tractor pulls 
start a 2:30 p.m. at An-
derson Elementary. Lo-
cal pullers are welcome to 
participate.

The Bronson Athlet-
ic Boosters will spon-
sor truck pulls at 6 p.m. 
Admission is $5 with a 
$20 family maximum. 
There will be three cat-
egories — small block 
and modifi ed, big block 
and modifi ed and diesel 
and modifi ed. All trucks 
must be street legal to 
participate.

The Big Money Ra"  e 
will be held downtown 
at 6 p.m. under the tent 
in Memorial Park. Ten 
prizes will be awarded, 

including a fi rst prize of 
$2,000.

Sports, food and 
activities

Several sports tourna-
ments will take place dur-
ing the festival, including 
a Men's softball tourna-
ment at 6 p.m. Friday; a 
3-on-3 basketball tourna-
ment at Chicago Street 
School at 9 a.m., sand 
volleyball tournament at 
Bronson Strike Zone at 
9 a.m. and Polish Scotch 
Doubles Bowling Tourna-
ment at Strike Zone at 4 
p.m., all on Saturday.

Scrappy Quilters will 
host a quilt show on Fri-
day and Saturday at 
the First Congregational 
Church.

A pancake and sausage 
breakfast sponsored by 
Kiwanis Club will take 
place from 6 to 11 a.m. 
Friday at the Bronson Fire 
Department. The Amer-
ican Legion will be serv-
ing authentic Polish food 
on Friday and Saturday 
starting at 11 a.m. each 
day; the annual Ox Roast, 
sponsored by the Knights 
of Columbus, will be Sat-
urday from 11 a.m. and 
3 p.m. The First United 
Mehtodist Church will be 
serving a chicken barbe-
cue dinner Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Bingo games will be 
played at the tent be-
tween Century Bank and 
Trust and Bronson Com-
munity Center on Thurs-
day between 7 p.m. and 
10 p.m. and Saturday and 
Sunday from 5 p.m. to 10 
p.m.

An information booth 
and Cultural Center will 
be set up at the Bronson 
Community Center on 
Friday between 11 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. and on Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Polish Festival Coun-
cil President Candy Cox 
said, "We appericate all 
the sponsorships and help 
from local businesses and 
organizations."

FEST
From Page A1

DEAR DOCTOR K: I’m a 
man in my 70s. I still enjoy 
sex, but it’s di! erent than 
when I was younger. What 
changes are normal?

DEAR READER: As a man 
in the last half of his life, I 
would like to be able to tell 
you that nothing changes. 
However, even in healthy 
men, sexuality changes over 
time. It’s usually a gradu-
al, almost unnoticeable pro-
cess that usually begins in a 
man’s 40s. The sex act can 
be broken down into stages. 
Most are a! ected by aging.

Sexual desire or libido: 
The sex drive requires the 
right mind-set and enough 
testosterone, the male 
hormone.

The intensity of the sex 
drive tends to wane with 
age. Levels of testosterone 
begin to drop after age 40. 
Most men over 40 still have 
more than enough testos-
terone to function sexually.

But the sex drive is not 
just about testosterone lev-
els. A man’s mind fi nds 
certain aspects of anoth-
er person’s appearance or 
behavior attractive, or not. 
And when relationships be-
come strained, a person 
who used to be sexually at-
tractive can become less so.

On the other hand, hav-
ing an abnormally low tes-
tosterone level probably 
trumps the infl uence of 
the mind on sexual desire. 
People who used to gener-
ate sexual desire, and still 
should, may not because 
the testosterone isn’t there.

Arousal. Arousal begins 
with erotic thoughts and 
sensory stimulation. These 
excite the nerves that go to 
the penis, and that leads to 
an erection. Here’s how it 
works: The penis is fi lled 
with a spongy tissue. When 
the sponge is dry, it col-
lapses. When it’s wet, it 
swells. Stimulation of the 
pelvic nerves signal the ar-
teries of the penis to wid-
en. Blood rushes into the 
spongy tissue. Stimulation 
of the nerves also causes the 
veins carrying blood away 
from the penis to narrow. 
So more blood is entering 
the penis and less is leaving. 
As a result, the penis swells, 
causing an erection. There 
are several reasons why it 
becomes harder for men to 
have an erection as we age:

■ Penile responsive-
ness to sensory stimulation 
slows with age.

■ Penile blood fl ow may 
decrease as men grow older, 
even if they stay healthy.

■ The nerve signals that 
cause erections are more 
di#  cult to sustain.

Plateau. The prostate and 
seminal vessels begin to dis-
charge fl uid to prepare for 
ejaculation. This phase does 
not change with aging.

Ejaculation. Certain mus-
cles contract, propelling se-
men forward. Orgasm usu-
ally occurs with ejaculation. 
These muscular contrac-
tions of orgasm become 
less intense as we get old-
er. Also, semen volume and 
sperm counts decline.

Healthy men can remain 
sexually active and satis-
fi ed throughout life. The 
best way to preserve sexual-
ity is to reduce your risk of 
chronic diseases. 
Dr. Komaro!  is a physi-
cian and professor at Har-
vard Medical School. To 
send questions, go to Ask-
DoctorK.com, or write: Ask 
Doctor K, 10 Shattuck St., 
Second Floor, Boston, MA 
02115.

Preserving 
your 
sexuality

DEAR ABBY: I have led 
an unusual life. I lived 
abroad alone in my late 
teens, spent my early 20s 
exploring the West, and fi n-
ished my college degree a 
year early while working 
full time. It gave me inde-
pendence, experience and 
clarity.

My problem is, in dating 
I feel leagues ahead of men 
who are my age. I am at-
tracted to much older men. 
My current boyfriend is 15 
years older than I am. The 
age gap is often a topic of 
conversation among my ac-
quaintances, co-workers 
and some family members. 
My boyfriend has also ex-
perienced unwanted com-
ments about dating a much 
younger woman.

What are your thoughts 
on who a person should 
be dating in her early 20s? 
And how should I deal with 
those who believe I am 
breaking a social code?
- OLD SOUL IN 
COLORADO

DEAR OLD SOUL: I can’t 
give you an unbiased opin-
ion because when I was in 
my early 20s, I dated old-
er men. They liked to talk, I 
liked to listen, and I learned 
a great deal about life from 
them. I hope the same will 
be true for you. As to how 
you should deal with people 
who accuse you of breaking 
a social norm, unless they 
have a valid reason for criti-
cizing the man you’re dat-
ing, I think you should tune 
them out.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 
26-year-old woman who is 
afraid of my true feelings. 
I have been friends with a 
woman who is a lesbian for 
seven years. I have always 
been attracted to women - 
especially her - but I have 
always dated men. I have 
just ended a fi ve-year rela-
tionship, and over the past 
few months my friend and I 
have grown very close. I am 
starting to have feelings for 
her sexually. I think about 
her all the time. She’s beau-
tiful, smart, inspiring and 
has an amazing personality.

My problem is, I have an 
8-year-old daughter, and I 
don’t know how she would 
handle it if I were to date a 
woman instead of a man. 
I am also afraid of how my 
family would react.

Our attraction is unspo-
ken, but I can see it when I 
look into her eyes. Should I 
admit my feelings or should 
we remain friends?
- AFRAID OF MY TRUE 
FEELINGS IN OHIO

DEAR AFRAID: I am re-
luctant to advise you to 
spend the rest of your life 
living a lie in order to avoid 
upsetting your family, be-
cause I don’t think it would 
be healthy for you.

Talk to your friend. Once 
you are sure the relation-
ship with this woman is se-
rious, mutual and lasting, 
you can tell your daughter 
you are dating. Children are 
adaptable, and this may be 
less of a surprise to her than 
you fear. My advice is to lis-
ten to your heart and you 
won’t go wrong.
Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, al-
so known as Jeanne Phil-
lips, and was founded by 
her mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Write Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. 
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

Woman 
should 
ignore 
comments

NATION
BRIEFS  
National news from The 
Associated Press

HARRISBURG, PA. 

Trial to open on 
Pa. voter ID law 
A trial set to begin today 
on the constitutionality 
of Pennsylvania’s voter 
identifi cation law repre-
sents a major step to-
ward a judicial ruling on 
whether the photo re-
quirement should be en-
forced at polling places 
statewide or thrown out 
as unconstitutional. Nine 
days are set aside for 
the trial in Harrisburg in 
Commonwealth Court. 
Civil libertarians chal-
lenging the law and state 
o!  cials defending it say 
they expect the state 
Supreme Court will ulti-
mately decide the case. 
At issue is a voter ID law 
that would be one of the 
strictest in the nation if it 
is upheld but has never 
been enforced.

MEMPHIS, TENN.

New merged 
school district on 
horizon
More than two years of 
legal fi ghting, political 
acrimony and parental 
anxiety are culminating 
in a massive merger of 
the Memphis and sub-
urban Shelby Coun-
ty school districts. The 
consolidation creates 
the Unifi ed School Dis-
trict, with 50,000 stu-
dents in Memphis and 
Shelby County, and of-
fi cials are preparing for 
classes to start next 
month. 

Get all your news and sports at 
thedailyreporter.com

Stocks. News. Advice.
The Street business content, in print and online

LIBRARY
From Page A1

20 with a large 
amount of equipment 
from 11:30-12:30. All 
the equipment will be 
set up in the court-
house parking ar-
ea. Hudson St. will 
be blocked o!  for the 
duration of this event 
from US12 to Pearl 
St., attendees should 
park in the overfl ow 
lot on Pearl St.

For more infor-
mation visit www.
branchdistrictlibrary.
org or call 278-2341.

15 West Pearl Street • Coldwater, MI 49036

CITY OF COLDWATER

150
YEARS

MAGAZINE

is available
3 For $10

at the
office of
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MAKING IT RIGHT
The sta!  members of The Daily Reporter value accura-
cy and try hard to avoid mistakes. If you see an inaccura-
cy in any news item, please bring it to our attention so we 
can set the record straight. Call (517) 278-2318 or e-mail 
editor@thedailyreporter.com.

1. Eternal Bread
WHAT Eternal Bread is a program designed to help pro-
vide children in the community with "food for the day," 
including knowledge of food preparation, hygiene and 
cross-contamination and Bible lessons.
WHEN 9 a.m. to noon every Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday from now through Aug. 1
WHERE The Union Church of Quincy, 8 Fulton St., Quincy
DETAILS Each child participating is paired up with an 
adult, and children learn to crack, cook and fl ip eggs, 
make pancakes, prepare vegetables and fruit for con-
sumption and much more. After breakfast, the children 
participate in many di! erent arts and crafts activities, 
sports, music and singing activities, and Bible lessons.
INFO For more information, visit the Union Church of 
Quincy's website at www.myunionchurch.org.

2. Evening in the Park
WHAT Quincy's Thursday Evening in the Park entertain-
ment series will continue.
WHEN 7 p.m. Thursday, July 18
WHERE The park on North Main Street in Quincy
ENTERTAINMENT Featured entertainment will be the 
The St. Joe River Boys.
DETAILS Guests are encouraged to bring their lawn 
chairs and relax.
COST There is no admission fee, but donations will be 
taken to aid the Branch County Veterans A! airs with the 
purchase of a new van to transport area veterans.

3. Blood drive
WHAT The American Red Cross will hold a blood drive for 
area residents.
WHEN Noon to 5:45 p.m. Tuesday, July 23
WHERE St. Mary's Catholic School, 204 Albers Rd., 
Bronson, in the gymnasium.
SPONSOR The blood drive is sponsored by the Bronson 
Rotary Club.
DETAILS Donors must be 17 years of age (16 with paren-
tal permission in some states), meet weight and height 
requirements (110 pounds or more, depending on their 
height) and be in generally good health.
TO DONATE To schedule an appointment to donate, call 
1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit redcross-
blood.org.

See more Find our complete calendar inside, A5
 
How to list your event Send your event and contact in-
formation to avanauker@thedailyreporter.com or call 
517-278-2318.

THREE THINGS TO DO

Forecast for Coldwater
LOCAL ALMANAC

SUN & MOON

Bronson

Toledo

Coldwater

Kalamazoo

Holland

Ann Arbor

Lansing
Flint

Grand Rapids

Saginaw

Adrian

TODAY
A thunderstorm 
around this 
afternoon 90°

HIGH:

TONIGHT

Mainly clear, warm 
and humid

LOW:

Full Last New First

Aug 14Aug 6Jul 29Jul 22

Statistics through 5 p.m. yesterday

Precip. 24 hrs. through 5 p.m. yest. 0.00”
High / Low temperatures 90° / 72°

 Today Wednesday
Sunrise 6:19 a.m. 6:20 a.m.
Sunset 9:13 p.m. 9:12 p.m.
Moonrise 2:50 p.m. 3:57 p.m.
Moonset 12:50 a.m. 1:27 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Very warm and 
humid with clouds 
and sun LOW: 72°

HIGH: 89°

HIGH:
LOW: 72°

Hot and humid with 
some sun

90°
THURSDAY

71°

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2013

90/71
90/71

92/74

90/73

90/68

92/72
92/72

90/74

92/72

90/72

Shown is today's weather. Temperatures 
are today's highs and tonight's lows.

94/72

PROUD OF YOUR LAWN?
Who has the best lawn on your block

– is it you? Send us photos of your
neighborhood’s best lawns, and include
the addresses and names of the  people

who take care of the yards.
Make our readers green with envy!

Send PHOTOS along with your name and a daytime phone
number to editor@thedailyreporter.com or mail/drop off to

The Daily Reporter • 15 West Pearl Street • Coldwater, MI 49036
and we’ll run them in our print edition

and online at www.thedailyreporter.com
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Do you have ideas of ways to make

things easier, cheaper or more

efficient in your kitchen?

Innovative recycling ideas,

time or money savers,

new uses for specific gadgets, etc.?

Share your ideas!

Send us your ideas and photos

along with your name and a

daytime phone number to

editor@thedailyreporter.com

or mail/drop off to

The Daily Reporter

15 West Pearl Street

Coldwater, MI 49036

and we will run some in the

newspaper and online at

www.thedailyreporter.com. 
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COLDWATER — Com-
edy magician BJ Mallen 
performed at the Coldwa-
ter Branch of the Branch 
District Library on June 
25.

The third-fl oor Kids' 
Place was full of amazed 
and astounded children of 
all ages as Mallen ate fl am-
ing torches, hammered 

a nail into his nostril, 
guessed what the kids 
were thinking and made 
glass bottles disappear.

Mallen is a resident of 
Colon and also performed 
at the Bronson Library the 
same afternoon.

The show was sponsored 
by Century Bank & trust.

For more information 
on library events, vis-
it www.branchdistrictli-
brary.org.

MAGIC SHOW

Comedy magician BJ Mallen places a lighted torch in his mouth. 

Payton Shaw, 10, pulls a nail out of BJ Mallen’s nose 
with a hammer. 

Comedy magician 
performs at libraries

Tuesday, 
July 9, 2013
■ Car/deer accident (CD), 
700 block of Webb Rd., 
12:02 a.m.
■ Suspicious person, 200 
block of N. Michigan Ave., 
12:23 a.m.
■ Suspicious person, 80 
block of Tibbits St., 1:51 a.m.
■ Animal complaint (AC), 40 
block of Darling Dr., 7:13 a.m.
■ Larceny, 100 block of 
Lakeside Dr., 9:51 a.m.
■ Structure fi re, 700 block of 
Ralston Rd., 9:58 a.m.
■ AC, 200 block of Quimby 
Rd., 11:12 a.m.
■ Harassment, 100 block of 
S. Ruggles St., 12:51 p.m.
■ Personal injury accident, 
700 block of S. Fremont Rd., 
3:17 p.m.
■ Malicious destruction of 
property, 400 block of W. 
Chicago St., 3:21 p.m.
■ Larceny, 700 block of E. 
Channel Dr., 3:28 p.m.
■ Larceny, 20 block of W. 
Je! erson St., 3:41 p.m.
■ Larceny, 300 block of 
Union St., 5:51 p.m.
■ Firecracker complaint, 20 
block of W. Chicago St., 6:24 
p.m.
■ Threat, 100 block of S. 
Ruggles St., 8:50 p.m.
■ Suspicious situation, 80 
block of E. Chicago St., 9:25 
p.m.

■ Harassing telephone call, 
1000 block of Hollow Rd., 
9:32 p.m.
■ AC, 100 block of Division 
St., 9:47 p.m.
■ Larceny, 700 block of E. 
Chicago St., 10:11 p.m.
■ Firecracker complaint, 70 
block of W. Alden St., 10:22 
p.m.
■ Threat, 300 block of Mow-
ry Ave., 10:37 p.m.

911 LOG

Get all your news 
and sports at 

thedailyreporter.
com

THE BRANCH AREA FOOD PANTRY
Located at the Deacon Al Provot Distribution Center
22 Pierson Street • Coldwater • (517) 279-0966
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HUNGRY KIDS

“In this country that grows 
more food than any other nation

on earth,
it is unthinkable

that any child
should go HUNGRY!”

Sela Ward, Actress

Please, help feed the little, HUNGRY tummies!
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By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — There 
were 185 property own-
ers from the Marble-Cold-
water (south chain) chain 
of lakes in attendance Sat-
urday morning as its lake 
board approved a special 
assessment district to pay 
to clear out invasive weeds 
over the next fi ve years.

There were only 20 at 
the afternoon meeting of 
the Hodunk-Messenger 
Lake Improvement Board 

(north chain) as it re-
newed its assessment for 
four more years for similar 
work.

Consultant Tony Groves 
of Progressive/AE warned 
the south chain owners 
there were already 250 
acres of Eurasian milfoil 
on the 1,000 acres of shal-
low waters which could 
support its growth. There 
are 2,600 acres total in the 
six chain lakes with most 
of the growth in Long, 
Bartholomew and Archer 
lakes.

“You never eradicate 
(the invasive species). You
keep it down to manage-
able infestations,” Groves 
explained.

Algansee Township Su-
pervisor Russ Jennings al-
so explained, “You can’t 
destroy native weeds.”

“You don’t want to make 
the lakes weed free” be-
cause it would do more 
harm by allowing algae
growth, removing fi sh 
cover and destabilizing

NORTH, SOUTH CHAINS

Assessments OK’d for weed control

Consultant Tony Groves explains lake invasive weed 
control at Saturday’s hearings.
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By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — The
public is invited to partici-
pate in or be a spectator at 
the fi rst Jillian Crist Me-
morial Scholarship Mud 
Volleyball Tournament.

The event will take place 
at Heritage Park’s volley-
ball court Saturday at 10
a.m. and is open to groups 
of all ages.

Each team will play a
minimum of two games,
hoping to advance to the 
winner’s bracket and claim 
the coveted “Jilly Trophy.” 
The winning team also 
gets their entry fee back,” 
said Louise Crist.

The cost to enter the 
event, with fi ve to eight 
members per team, is $10 
a person. To enter, contact 
Kara Hawley or Louise
Nelson Crist via Facebook.

A bounce house will be 
set up courtesy of Primary 
Care Associates of Jones-
ville. A dunk tank featur-
ing local celebrities volun-
teering for duty will be at
the event courtesy of DTC
Metals of Bronson, and 
water balloon games are 
dedicated to the memory 
of Jeanne Shepardson, RN,
and Gina Massey.

Sponsoring the event are 
Avra Estates, Bronson Vet-
erinary Services, Diverse 
Universe, Dr. Richard 
Hartman, Craig Hilbert 
of Remax, Knapp Manu-
facturing, Ludwick Elec-
tric, Dr. Mark Mayer, Mei-
jer and Southern Michigan
Bank and Trust.

“There will be a ‘Chance 
to Win’ drawing for vari-
ous levels of prizes such as 
a weekend cottage rental 
for six from Trillium Stu-
dent Exchange, an air-
plane ride over Branch 
County for two from Elite
Air Services plus dinner
for four at Prop Blast Ca-
fe, gift certifi cates from
Malibu Tan, Great Lakes 
Health and Fitness, Salon 
Academy, Liquid Images
Tattoo, Bill’s Grill and Bill’s 
Steakhouse. Other prizes
are also available. Winners 
do not need to be present
at the time of the drawing,” 
said Crist.

All proceeds from the 
tournament will go to the
Jillian Crist Memorial

IN MEMORIAM

Mud 
volleyball 
tourney 
to honor 
Crist

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — “I 
didn’t know I hurt him.”

That was the claim of 
Jordan Wendorf, just be-
fore he was sentenced after 
pleading guilty to scalding 
his son Hunter while giv-
ing the child a bath in June 
2011.

Branch County Circuit 

Judge Bill O’Grady sen-
tenced Wendorf to two 
years probation and 11 
months in 
jail — the 
maximum 
under Mich-
igan’s Sen-
tencing 
Guidelines 
— after a no 
contest plea 
for third degree child abuse 
was entered.

Defense attorney Er-
ic Goodwin said, “I don’t 

believe this was done delib-
erately. (Wendorf) was neg-
ligent for leaving (the then 
2-year-old) alone for a few 
minutes.”

St. Joseph County As-
sistant Prosecutor Joshua 
Robare, assigned to the 
case, pointed out, “There 
were horrifi c burns. (The 
child) didn’t get treat-
ment until the next day.”

The child’s mother, 
Hannah Dull, said the boy 
still talks about the inci-
dent, which left scars on 

the boy’s back. She asked 
for the maximum “to get 
justice” for the son.

Wendorf said his life 
had been perfect until the 
incident.

“I lost everything,” he 
said.

Wendorf had given police 
several stories about what 
had happened. Goodwin 
said that was “because he 
panicked.”

O’Grady told Wendorf, 
“This is clearly a tragic mat-
ter. Only you know the 
truth.”

‘I DIDN’T KNOW I HURT HIM’

Dad gets max in abuse case
Coldwater local will 
serve 11 months

Wendorf

Local children got to 
play on and with big 
“toys” Saturday in 
the parking lot of the 
Branch County Court-
house and on South 
Hudson Street. Linda 
Dull, Children Servic-
es Coordinator at the 
Branch District Library, 
got Adam Carpenter of 
Carpenter Creations 
Construction to bring 
in his heavy equipment 
for a “Construction Pet-
ting Zoo.” Kids climbed 
on the big gear, moved 
levers and blew horns. 
It fit into the theme for 
the library’s summer 
reading program, “Dig 
into Reading.”

TOP: Kelsey Palmer, 6, 
takes the wheel of a 
front-end loader.

AT RIGHT: 3-year-old 
Brandon Smith stands 
inside the bucket of a 
large back hoe.

DON REID PHOTOS

KIDS CONSTRUCTION DAY

Under construction

SEE WEED,  A3

SEE CRIST,  A3

■ Morning Minutes
■ What to Watch
■ Hot online story of 
the day
These items appear on-
ly at www.thedailyre-
porter.com.

Local catches notewor-
thy sunfi sh.

GLENN MOLLETTE 
United we stand, divid-
ed we fall. 
Page A4

JAMIE BARRAND Nev-
er underestimate the 
power of a good book. 
Page A4

OPINION

LIFESTYLES
Simple, memorable 
outdoor gatherings.
Page A8

BHSJ CHA warns of 
heat-related illness. 
Page A2
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Scholarship Fund, a non-
profi t group established 
to assist future health 
care professionals with 
their education expenses.

“Thirteen renewable 
scholarships totaling 
$3,250 have been award-
ed since 2012 to aspir-
ing nurses, doctors, phar-
macists, veterinarians, 
physical therapists, psy-
chologists, radiologists 
and medical researchers,” 
said Crist.

The fund was creat-
ed following the death 
of Jillian Crist, 19, as 
the result of a car acci-
dent in 2011. Jillian was 
a 2010 graduate of Cold-
water High School. She 

was active in cheerlead-
ing and was a tri-captain 
on the CHS gymnastics 
team.

“Her lifelong dream 
was to become a neona-
tal nurse. She was taking 
classes at Kellogg Com-
munity College to pursue 
her degree,” said Crist.

With an outpouring of 
community support, the 

Crist family chose to par-
take in something pos-
itive by helping others 
achieve Jillian’s life-long 
goal.

The family is “passion-
ate about supporting 
those individuals who 
will be responsible for 
taking care of our loved 
ones in the future,” said 
Crist.

CRIST
From Page A1
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THE PANTRY GARDEN IS DOING WELL.
VOLUNTEERS IN ALL SIZES.

COULD USE MORE VOLUNTEERS.
TUES AND THURS MORNINGS. JUST COME.

PLEASE, SHARE YOUR EXTRA VEGGIES--EVEN ZUCCHINI.

No purchase necessary. Employees of GateHouse Media and their immediate families are not eligible to
enter. Visit www.thedailyreporter.com/familyphoto for a complete set of rules.

A BIG THANKS TO OUR LOCAL SPONSORS

It’s time to cast your votes!
• 2013 FAMILY FUN •

VOTE July 20th-August 2nd
VOTE NOW - VOTE OFTEN at www.thedailyreporter.com/familyphoto

Baron V. Whateley, DDS, MS, PC
160 DIVISION STREET #A

(Business Loop 69-next to Dairy Queen)
517-278-7900 • coldwaterorthodontics.com

517.279.9808
90 N. Michigan Ave. • Coldwater, MI

www.laurelsofcoldwater.comA Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

ADVICE | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318
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DEAR ABBYASK DR. K

DEAR DOCTOR K: I fall 
asleep just fi ne, but then I 
wake up around 4 a.m. It’s 
too early to get up, but I 
can’t fall back asleep. Help!

DEAR READER: Practical-
ly everyone has sleep prob-
lems occasionally. And a lot 
of people have sleep prob-
lems often. Sometimes 
it’s trouble falling asleep. 
Sometimes, as in your case, 
it’s trouble staying asleep. 
And sometimes it’s just 
waking up unrefreshed, 
even though you think 
you’ve slept soundly.

Sleep doctors call wak-
ing up in the middle of the 
night “sleep-maintenance 
insomnia.” That’s di!  culty 
staying asleep, particularly 
waking too early and strug-
gling to get back to sleep.

When my patients tell 
me they keep waking up at 
night for no good reason, 
I ask them if they wake up 
once or repeatedly. Some-
times they wake up just 
once, a few hours before 
they want to wake up -- as 
seems to be the case with 
you. That can be a sign of 
depression, even in people 
who aren’t aware that they 
are depressed.

At least as often, patients 
say they wake up multiple 
times at night, not just early 
in the morning. There’s no 
good reason: The dog isn’t 
barking, the baby isn’t cry-
ing, a car hasn’t driven by 
the house playing its radio 
too loud. They just wake up.

Sometimes the prob-
lem is a stressful day. You 
lay your head on the pil-
low, and events from the 
day keep streaming through 
your brain. You’ll benefi t 
from relaxation techniques. 
We’ve discussed those be-
fore in this column, so no 
more detail here. Consider 
meditation, deep breathing, 
progressive muscle relax-
ation or biofeedback.

Sometimes the problem 
is stimulants - stimulant 
medicines or an alcoholic 
“nightcap” before bed. Al-
cohol makes many people 
sleepy and helps them fall 
asleep. But a few hours in-
to sleep, alcohol becomes a 
stimulant to the brain and 
causes people to awaken 
easily.

Sometimes the problem 
is pain. A person with ar-
thritis, for example, may 
have joints that ache - not 
so much that they are aware 
of pain during the night, 
but enough to stimulate the 
brain. Some people with 
this problem sleep a lot bet-
ter if they take an aspirin or 
acetaminophen pain pill at 
bedtime.

When depression, life 
stresses, stimulants or pain 
are not the cause, cognitive 
behavioral therapy (CBT) 
can be helpful. Working 
with a therapist, you’ll learn 
new ways to think about 
your sleep problems and 
develop better strategies for 
dealing with them.

For example, you may be-
lieve that you need eight 
hours of sleep and that you 
won’t be able to function 
the next day if you don’t 
get that much. Some peo-
ple do need an average of 
eight hours a night, but still 
can function fi ne after one 
or two nights of less sleep. 
CBT can help change such 
beliefs, making it easier to 
relax and fall back asleep.

I’ve put a list of “sleep hy-
giene” tips - habits that pro-
mote healthful sleep - on 
AskDoctorK.com.

Sleep 
problems 
have many 
causes

DEAR ABBY: It hap-
pened again today! I was 
buying several bottles of 
wine and a six-pack of 
beer along with my oth-
er groceries. While I was 
standing in the check-
out line, someone behind 
me said the predictable, 
“I wish I was going home 
with you!”

I’m married to an alco-
holic, and it makes me so 
sad that people think a lot 
of alcohol is “fun.” It’s a 
tragedy for our family to 
see a great husband, father 
and grandfather slip into a 
stupor each day. It wasn’t 
always this way. Sadly, he 
has changed so much he is 
hardly recognizable.

I’m asking those out and 
about to think before you 
comment, because alco-
hol is not something to 
celebrate.
- WIFE OF AN ALCOHOL-
IC DOWN SOUTH

DEAR WIFE: Why are 
you buying large quanti-
ties of liquor for your al-
coholic husband? When 
you do, you enable him 
to feed his addiction. If 
I ever heard of someone 
who should attend Al-
Anon meetings, it is you. 
Al-Anon was started by 
the wife of an alcohol-
ic who was just like your 
husband. When you go, 
you will meet other wives 
whose husbands’ drinking 
is also out of control.

If you would prefer a 
secular organization, an 
alternative program to 
contact would be SMART 
Recovery. Its Family and 
Friends program was cre-
ated for loved ones who 
are a" ected by someone’s 
addiction. If there isn’t a 
meeting in your area, you 
can attend one online. Go 
to www.smartrecovery.org 
and click on Online Meet-
ings and Activities to reg-
ister. Please don’t wait. 
These organizations can 
help both you and your 
husband.
Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

Wife of 
alcoholic 
should not 
be buying 
him booze

Classes from Branch County Head Start recently visited the Kid’s Place at the 
Coldwater branch of the Branch District Library. COURTESY PHOTO

lake bottoms, Groves 
added.

All of the 3,200 prop-
erty owners who have 
lake access would pay 
based on $75 a unit. 
Lakefront is one unit, 
back lots half a unit and 
commercial lots two 
units. Campsites and 
trailer parks pay one-
tenth unit per space.

There are already sev-
en assessment districts 
along the south chain 
of lakes with on-going 
programs. These would 
continue and not pay 
the new assessments so 
they will not be double-
billed, Groves explained.

One owner told the 
crowd, “Seventy-fi ve 
dollars is a pretty good 
bargain. You can’t do it 
for that yourself.”

The 1,000 parcel own-
ers a" ected on the north 
chain will see an in-
crease in its four-year 
assessment to $139 per 
year per unit. Grove ex-
plained there had been 
grant money in prior 
years to help cut costs. 
Because there are fewer 
owners, north chain as-
sessments are higher.

The one unit is for 
waterfront owners. 
Back lots pay a quarter 
unit, commercial two 
units, waterfront camp-
grounds half a unit per 
space and those that are 
back lots are assessed a 
quarter unit per space.

The owner of the Nar-
rows Campgrounds 
questioned why the as-
sessment was not based 
on water front footage 
or property value assess-
ment — because his fees 
were over $30,000 in 
the last four years.

Coldwater Town-
ship Supervisor John 
Kopacz, who also serves 
on the lake board, ex-
plained the board has al-
ways based assessments 
on lake usage by resi-
dence “as the most fair 
way” to cover the costs.

There was little oppo-
sition to the weed con-
trol program itself at ei-
ther hearing. Those on 
the north chain said the 
past 15 years of e" ort 
had been successful and 
fi shing has improved. 
That chain is shallow-
er than the south chain 
and is more prone to 
weed growth.

Because of parks 
along the north chain, 
Branch County and the 
City of Coldwater would 
pay 5 percent each of the 
total assessment.

Groves was asked 
about the state paying 
some expenses, but he 
said there was no money 
appropriated.

For the south chain 
a second hearing is set 
for Aug. 17 from 10 a.m. 
to noon for individu-
al owners to challenge 
whether they are classi-
fi ed properly.

None of the work will 
be done until next year. 
Bids are given on a per-
formance basis, so con-
tractors must come back 
and treat again if the 
fi rst application is not 
e" ective.

The the Michigan De-
partment of Environ-
mental Quality and EPA 
will only allow certain 
herbicides to be used, 
and property owners are 
given notice when treat-
ment is to occur. There 
are certain restrictions 
for at least 24 hours as 
far as being in the water 
on using it after treat-
ment. Information is in 
each notice.

Each year the lakes 
are surveyed to deter-
mine where the invasive 
weed problems exist. 
Those are the areas se-
lected for treatment on 
an annual basis.

“You treat it where you 
fi nd it,” Grove explained.

WEED
From Page A1
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The library was examined top to bottom by visitors from Jennings Elementary School. Courtesy photos

QUINCY — The Quincy 
Branch of the Branch Dis-
trict Library was examined 
top to bottom by students 
from Jennings Elementa-
ry School before school let 
out for the summer.

Mrs. Gary’s multi-age 
class (third- and fourth-
graders) and Mrs. Girard’s 
fourth-grade class visited 
the library, as well as the 
Quincy Historical Muse-
um, as an end-of-the-year 
fi eld trip. Over 60 kids 
were in attendance.

“The children knew fair-
ly well how to use the card 
catalog, and politely asked 
questions about books, the 

library building itself, and 
even what librarian Li-
sa Wood’s favorite books 
were,” library sta!  said.

The students also made 
a stop at the Quincy His-
torical Museum, where 
they checked out every-
thing from the Watts Drug 
Store display, a village map 
and corresponding histor-
ic photos. The museum’s 
centerpiece, an 1860 hose 
cart used by Quincy’s early 
fi remen, drew much inter-
est from the students and 
teachers, as well.

Teddy Sinclair was on 
hand at the museum to fi eld 
questions from the guests.

FIELD TRIP

Students visit library, museum

UNIVERSITY CEN-
TER — Brittni Desmond, 
a 2009 graduate of Quin-
cy High School, recently 
graduated from Saginaw 
Valley State University 
(SVSU) with her bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice 
and communications.

Desmond was chosen as 
an outstanding graduate of 
the College of Arts and Be-
havioral Sciences. She also 
graduated within the top 
5 percent of her class and 
graduated Magna Cum 
Laude.

Each year Saginaw Val-
ley State University pro-
fessors nominate students 
who they fi nd deserving of 
the outstanding graduate 
awards. SVSU chose two 
students from each major 
within the college who ex-
emplifi ed the most dedi-
cated and well-rounded 
students, were at the top 
of their class, and were ac-
tively involved both aca-
demically and profession-
ally within their respective 
college.

Desmond was active-
ly involved in the Crimi-
nal Justice Department, 

serving as vice president 
of the Criminal Justice So-
ciety for the last two years. 
She was also involved in 
her college community by 
arranging community ser-
vice projects and support-
ing her fellow Cardinals.

Since graduation, Des-
mond has made plans 
to attend law school in 
the near future to pursue 
her future career in risk 
management.

2009 QHS GRAD

Quincy grad earns 
bachelor’s degree

The Quincy Historical Museum centerpiece, an 1860 
hose cart used by Quincy’s early firemen, draws teach-
er and student interest. 

Desmond
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thedailyreporter.
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Do you love dogs
and cats but

can’t have one
where you live?

Stop by the
Humane Society and
play with the dogs

and cats! They would
enjoy your

companionship.
Snowball is 9 week old kitten

that is extremely friendly!

Companion
Corner

969 W. Wildwood Rd. Quincy

Ph: 639-4426
Open: Sunday - Wednesday 9-12

Thursday 9-5; Friday 9-6
Saturday 9-4

Kindly brought to you by:

15 West Pearl Street • Coldwater • 278-2318

Dutch is a 4 yr old Rott/lab
mix.  He has been trained

through the prison program
and knows lots of tricks.

Matthew C.
Christopher, D.D.S.

New Patients Welcome • Most Insurances Accepted
www.ucsmiles.com • info@ucsmiles.com

517-741-4565
715 N. Broadway

Union City, MI 

ATTENTION GIRARD TOWNSHIP
PROPERTY OWNERS

At the July 1, 2013 regular scheduled Girard Township
Board Meeting the board members voted to add a penalty
for “after the fact” zoning permits. In the event a required
zoning permit is not obtained prior to the commencement
of any construction or use of the property as required by
the Girard Township Zoning Ordinance, an additional
sanction shall require the violator to obtain the required
permit and pay triple the initial fee for said permit.

The penalty will be enforced effective August 1, 2013.

The zoning ordinance, contact information for the Zoning
Administrator and for the Board members are available at
http//girardtownship.net.

The Girard Township Board

Let’s see your most
creative picture
of you. Shot in a

mirror, by timer or
at arms length -

just make sure you
shot it. Send along

with your name and daytime phone
number to editor@thedailyreporter.com
or mail/drop off to The Daily Reporter,

15 West Pearl Street, Coldwater, MI 49036
and we’ll run them in our newspaper

and online at www.thedailyreporter.com

Keep a level head in an
up-and-down market.

Jay Wright
Financial Advisor
.

160 Division Street
Suite B
Coldwater, MI 49036
517-279-1938

Member SIPC

Make your financial
future a priority.

Jay Wright
Financial Advisor
.

160 Division Street
Suite B
Coldwater, MI 49036
517-279-1938

Member SIPC
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QUINCY — This year, 
organizers of Quincy’s 
Thursday Evening in the 
Park started taking dona-
tions to help the Branch 
County Veterans A! airs 
O"  ce (BCVFAO) pur-
chase a new mini van that 
will help the veterans of 
Branch County.

According to Charles 
Scott, director of BCVFAO, 
there are 4,000-5,000 

veterans in Branch Coun-
ty. Volunteers drive vet-
erans from Branch 
County to their doctors’ 
appointments.

On a single day, vol-
unteers may take vets to 
appointments in Battle 
Creek, Ann Arbor and De-
troit. The BCVFAO’s cur-
rent van is eight years old 
and has over 200,000 
miles on it.

Scott said that every time 
a volunteer drives the van, 
they tell him something 

needs to be repaired.
“We are looking for 

something more econom-
ical, with better gas mile-
age and that needs less re-
pairs,” Scott said.

Sue Webb, an organiz-
er for Thursday Evening 
in the Park, said $1,449 to-
ward the van has been 
raised so far.

“All the money donated 
goes to the van fund,” she 
said. “We are hoping one 
of the local car dealerships 
will come up with a real 

good deal. We are hoping 
for a new mini-van.”

Donations can be 
dropped o!  at the park 
during the Thursday eve-
ning concerts or mailed or 
dropped o!  at the Branch 
County Veterans A! airs 
O"  ce at 31 Division St. in 
Coldwater.

Some area businesses 
have heard about the need 
for the new van and have 
started sending donations 
in as well. The Walmart 
Distribution Center 

recently donated $2,500 to 
the van fund and Tucker’s 
Fruit Market also donated 
money to the cause.

During the Branch 
County Fair there will be 
a ra#  e to help raise mon-
ey at the BCVFAO’s booth.

“Right now we are try-
ing to get the word out 
— we need this van to help 
out vets,” said Scott. “I just 
want to thank everybody 
who has donated. We still 
have a long way to go, but 
every little bit helps.”

FOR THE VETS

Organization raising money to help veterans

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — Due to the generosity of dona-
tions, the Cracker Backer committee recently donat-
ed 59 life jackets to the Marine Patrols Life Jacket 
Loan program. The committee sells cracker backer 

tickets every year for $10. This year they were able to 
purchase fi reworks for the fourth of July celebration 
over Corn Island on Marble lake as well.

With this loan program, the marine patrol will 
provide a safe life jacket to be used for the day with-
out issuing a ticket.

Each life jacket is tagged with drop o!  locations.

CRACKER BACKER

Committee donates life 
jackets to program

Left to right: front row-Cindy Longstreet, Sergent Rick Holtgrave and Lou Stuckey. Back row-Nick Loomis, 
Mike Hoffner, Marilyn Ostrander and Dale Waligora. Not pictured, Ded Lounds and Bill Price.

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

THREE RIVERS — 
Health O"  cer Steve Todd 
wants the three coun-
ties that operate the 
Branch-Hillsdale-St. Jo-
seph Counties Communi-
ty Health Agency (CHA) to 
consider upping local con-
tributions for the next fi s-
cal year.

Todd told his board the 
current 2012-13 allocation 
was down $110,000 from 

the previous year and has 
been cut $191,492 since 
the 2011-12 budget year. 
The CHA fi scal year mir-
rors the state’s and begins 
October 1.

Todd asked for a fi nance 
committee meeting before 

the August 29 board meet-
ing so a fi nal budget could 
be prepared for adoption 
in Sept.

The health o"  cer said by 
then he should know how 
much of the prior $2 mil-
lion statewide cut that will 

be reinstated will come to 
CHA. “There were a num-
ber of other programs cut.”

Todd said he hoped to 
recommend a phase in-
crease over a couple of 
years rather than a larger 
single one. “We are not go-
ing to be able to jump back 
to where we were all at one 
time.” One alternative is to 
increase local fees for ser-
vices such as for permits 
and inspections.

“We have made an e! ort 
to reduce our costs over 

the years. We eliminat-
ed a number of programs. 
One of the main ones was 
family planning,” Todd ex-
plained. Other cuts includ-
ed closing the Sturgis clin-
ic and since 2007 reduced 
sta"  ng from 110 employ-
ees to the current 68 as 
programs were eliminated.

The health o"  cer said 
the focus concentrated on 
mandated public health 
programs. “I think we have 

THREE RIVERS

Health Department wants more county funding

Wiley OlneyTodd Benzing

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedialyreporter.com

COLDWATER — The 
Federal Beureu of Inves-
tigations (FBI) will have 
representatives from 
both the state level (De-
troit) and regional (Ka-
lamazoo) at the Coldwater 
Branch of the Branch Dis-
trict Library on Tuesday 
at noon. They will also be 
at the Bronson branch at 
10:00 a.m., Union City at 
2:00 p.m. and Sherwood 
at 4:00 p.m. They will be 
sharing the reality of FBI 
work in comparison to the 
television versions.

“The presentation is 
geared for ages 12 to 18. 
They are planning on be-
ing at each branch approx-
imately an hour,” said Li-
brarian Linda Dull.

The Coldwater branch 
will also be hosting a bed-
time math pajama party 
on August 12 and 22 from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Children—six to nine 
years old—are welcomed 
to wear their pajamas 
while participating in 
math based fun activities.

Children must be ac-
companied by an adult 
during the free event. All 
materials will be provided 

COLDWATER

Fun-fi lled 
events 
at Kids’ 
Place

SEE EVENTS,  A3

SEE FUNDING,  A3

■ What to Watch
■ Hot online story of 
the day
■ Morning Minutes
These items appear on-
ly at www.thedailyre-
porter.com

Because this isn’t your lucky break today....
It$s not an emergency, but it$s urgent.

Mon-Fri 8 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Sat-Sun 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

1381 N. Wayne St., Angola

260.665.8222
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become very e!  cient. 
But for us to maintain 
our current level we need 
to consider increasing 
the per capita rate from 
each county.”

That per capita rate 
of $4.42 cents per per-
son was based on the 
1992-93 required ser-
vice costs “for mainte-
nance of local e" ort” 
Todd reported.

That last cut came at 
the insistence of Branch 
County which faced 
budget cuts itself in-
cluding a $1 million re-
duction and 18 layo" s 
for the Branch County 
Sheri"  O!  ce (BCSO). 
The per capita rate in 
the prior year had been 
$5.15 per person.

Commissioners from 
St. Joseph and Hillsdale 
counties also bowed to 
Branch and let them de-
duct from the 2010 cen-
sus 3,169 people who 
were prison inmates.

Hillsdale Commis-
sioner Brad Benzing 
asked what the cur-
rent prison population 
was because the agree-
ment was to use the ac-
tual current one. Since 
Florence Crane prison 
closed. “That number 
should change.”

Branch County Com-
missioner Rod Olney 
said there have been 
prisoners transferred in. 

“The population is going 
up.”

Hillsdale Commission 
Mark Wiley said he was 
glad to see a phase in. 
“If he we phase it in over 
a two, three, four year 

basis hopefully the econ-
omy will have gotten bet-
ter and were can absorb it 
better.”

Todd had project-
ed Branch would pay 
$188,371 based on a 

42,618 population which 
excluded prisoners. Hills-
dale would pay $206,360 
on a 46,668 population, 
St. Joseph would be as-
sessed $270,923 based 
on a population of 61,295.

FUNDING
From Page A1

and guests are encour-
aged to reserve their 
spot by contacting the 
Coldwater Branch at 
278-2341 ext 14.

In addition, children 
three to 12 years old are 
welcomed to the Cold-
water Branch on August 
24 at 1:00 p.m. for a 
cupcake demonstration.

“Watch Mary trans-
form ordinary cupcakes 
into fairy works of mag-
ical art”. Participants 
will also be able to cre-
ate their own magical 
works of art.

EVENTS
From Page A1
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By Harold Heckle 
and Yesica Fisch
The Associated Press

SANTIAGO DE COM-
POSTELA, Spain — The 
driver of a Spanish train 
that derailed at high 
speed killing 79 people 
was provisionally charged 
Sunday with multiple cas-
es of negligent homicide.

A court statement said 
investigative magistrate 
Luis Alaez released Fran-
cisco Jose Garzon Amo 
without bail.

The statement said 
Garzon must appear in 
court once a week and is 
forbidden to leave Spain 
without permission.

Garzon was not sent 
to jail or required to post 
bail because none of the 
parties involved felt there 
was a risk of him fl eeing 
or attempting to destroy 
evidence, the statement 
said.

It said the train driv-
er’s license had also been 
withdrawn.

Garzon was questioned 
for almost two hours at 
the court in Santiago de 

Compostela, the north-
western town near where 
the accident occurred.

Garzon was driving the 
train carrying 218 passen-
ger in eight cars that hur-
tled far over the 50-mph 
speed limit into a high-
risk curve on Wednesday 
evening, tumbling o"  the 
tracks and slamming in-
to a concrete wall, with 
some of the cars catching 
fi re.

The Spanish rail agency 
has said the brakes should 
have been applied 2.5 

miles before the train hit 
the curve.

However, a local resi-
dent who rushed to the 
scene of the accident said 
in an interview broadcast 
Sunday that minutes after 
the crash Garzon had told 
him he had been going 
fast and couldn’t brake.

The resident, Evaristo 
Iglesias, said he and an-
other person accompa-
nied the blood-soaked 
Garzon to fl at ground 
where other injured peo-
ple were being laid out, 

waiting for emergency 
services to arrive.

“He told us that he 
wanted to die,” Iglesias 
told Antena 3 television. 
“He said he had needed to 
brake but couldn’t,” Igle-
sias said. He added that 
Garzon said “he had been 
going fast.”

In its report about the 
accident, Antena 3 televi-
sion showed a photograph 
of Iglesias in a pink shirt 
and cap helping to carry 
the driver after the train 
accident. The station al-
so aired television footage 
of Iglesias working beside 
the wrecked train to help 
other survivors. 

Iglesias was among 
the survivors and wit-
nesses who began to give 
evidence to police on 
Sunday.

Investigators must de-
termine if Garzon failed 
to apply the brakes or 
whether it was a technical 
failure.

Spain’s state-run train 
company has described 
him as an experienced 
driver who knew the 
route well.

SPAIN TRAIN DERAILMENT

Spanish train crash driver 
charged provisionally 

Relatives of the train crash victims collect the luggage 
that was under police custody Sunday in Santiago de 
Compostela, Spain. LALO R. VILLAR/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DEAR ABBY: My grand-
mother made the decision 
to move to an assisted-liv-
ing facility two years ago. 
She left most of her be-
longings in her farmhouse, 
which has sat empty since 
then. Her health is fi ne, so 
she should be around for 
many years. It has already 
been decided that my dad 
will inherit the house, but 
he doesn’t want to live there 
anytime soon because of the 
location. (It’s way out in the 
country.)

I’m afraid the house is go-
ing to become unlivable if it 
sits for years without utili-
ties or anyone taking care 
of it. Dad mows the grass, 
but that’s about it, and all of 
Grandma’s belongings are 
collecting dead fl ies. No-
body seems to care but me. 
Dad has three siblings, and 
between them there are 
nine grandchildren. How 
do I get my family to take 
care of Grandma’s house?
- CONSCIENTIOUS IN 
KANSAS CITY, KAN.

DEAR CONSCIENTIOUS: 
Your father may be inherit-
ing the house, but is he al-
so inheriting all of the con-
tents? If the answer is no, 
there should be a family dis-
cussion about the disposi-
tion of the furniture, cloth-
ing, linens and any possible 
heirloom items.

DEAR ABBY: My son, 
“Joe,” is 19, a high school 
graduate living at home 
with his dad and me un-
til he leaves for college next 
year. He will be paying his 
tuition, and we are charg-
ing him a token rent ($100/
month) while he’s not in 
school. He eats dinner with 
us most nights, and I usu-
ally do his laundry. He has a 
part-time job.

This has been work-
ing out fi ne except for one 
thing. Joe has a longtime 
girlfriend, and he has been 
spending some nights at her 
house. (She lives alone.) We 
haven’t forbidden this be-
cause he’s an adult, and I 
worry that if we say no he 
will move in with her. How-
ever, we are not comfortable 
with his spending nights 
there.

Part of our objection is 
we don’t like the example it 
sets for his 13-year-old sis-
ter, but aside from that we 
don’t think it’s a good idea, 
although we can’t say why. 
- OLD-SCHOOL PARENT

DEAR OLD SCHOOL: Be-
cause you have misgivings 
about your son spending 
the night at his girlfriend’s, 
you and your husband 
should talk to him about it 
together. Although he is an 
adult, I agree that what’s 
going on sends a wrong 
message to his younger sis-
ter who, unless you talk 
to her about your fami-
ly values, will think this is 
acceptable.

If it has anything to do 
with worry about an un-
planned pregnancy, your 
husband might be able to 
get through to him better 
than you can. If he intends 
to complete his college ed-
ucation, becoming a father 
could slow him down, if not 
end it.
Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, al-
so known as Jeanne Phil-
lips, and was founded by 
her mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Write Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. 
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

Grandma’s 
house 
needs 
attention

DEAR DOCTOR K: New 
Jersey Gov. Chris Chris-
tie’s announcement about 
his weight-loss surgery got 
me thinking. Can you tell 
me more about this surgery 
and who might be a good 
candidate for it?

DEAR READER: Gov-
ernor Christie - as well-
known for his waistline as 
his politics - recently con-
fi rmed that he had weight-
loss surgery. There are sev-
eral types of weight-loss 
surgery (also called “bariat-
ric surgery”). They work ei-
ther by shrinking the size 
of the stomach, reducing 
the absorption of calories 
and nutrients in the intes-
tine, or both. Some types 
of surgery also lead to hor-
mone changes that reduce 
appetite and burn energy 
more e!  ciently.

The procedure Chris-
tie reportedly had is called 
gastric banding, or “Lap-
Band.” Gastric banding 
involves placing an ad-
justable band around the 
stomach to make it smaller. 
This restricts the amount 
of food you can eat and 
makes you feel full faster. 
The band can be tightened 
or loosened as needed, de-
pending on how quick-
ly you are losing weight. 
This surgery is done lapa-
roscopically, through small 
incisions, using smaller 
instruments.

Another common 
weight-loss surgery is 
known as gastric bypass, 
which shrinks the size of 
your stomach. It also re-
confi gures your small in-
testine so that food bypass-
es most of your stomach 
and the upper part of your 
small intestine. As a result, 
your body absorbs fewer 
calories and your appetite 
shrinks. Gastric bypass can 
be done through open sur-
gery or laparoscopically.

Weight-loss surgery can 
dramatically:

■ Reduce blood sugar 
levels

■ Lower blood pressure 
and cholesterol

■ Improve sleep apnea
■ Improve heart function
■ Reduce symptoms of 

acid refl ux (GERD)
■ Reduce urinary stress 

incontinence
But it’s not for people 

who need to lose just a few 
pounds. Weight-loss sur-
gery is intended for peo-
ple who are severely obese, 
with a body mass index 
(BMI) of 40 or higher.

You can also qualify for 
surgery if you have a BMI 
of 35 to 39.9 along with 
an obesity-related medical 
condition such as diabetes 
or heart disease. In people 
with a BMI of 40 or higher, 
the surgery can lengthen 
life, although the evidence 
for this is stronger in wom-
en than in men.

Don’t think of weight-
loss surgery as an easy fi x. 
You must make a lifelong 
commitment to healthy 
eating in order to achieve 
lasting weight loss. With-
out this lifestyle change, 
surgery will either make 
you miserable or not result 
in weight loss. And most 
likely, both.
Dr. Komaro!  is a physi-
cian and professor at Har-
vard Medical School. To 
send questions, go to Ask-
DoctorK.com, or write: Ask 
Doctor K, 10 Shattuck St., 
Second Floor, Boston, MA 
02115.

Weight-loss 
surgery 
not for 
everyone

STATE OF MICHIGAN
BEFORE THE MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

*****

NOTICE OF HEARING
FOR THE CUSTOMERS OF 

MICHIGAN GAS UTILITIES CORPORATION
CASE NO. U-17360

DATE/TIME:

BEFORE:
 LOCATION:

PARTICIPATION:
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COLDWATER — The 
Humane Society of Branch 
County has been provid-
ing animals with a second 
chance for over 40 years.

The non-profi t and non-
kill shelter takes in ema-
ciated, neglected, abused 
and homeless animals ev-
ery day and provides them 
with housing, food, water 

and a! ection.
In 2012, the hardwork-

ing and determined sta!  
and volunteers at the 
HSBC adopted out 190 
dogs and 42 cats. The fi rst 
half of 2013 has been even 
better, with numbers ex-
ceeding the entire year of 
2012.

Board members, sta!  
and volunteers are work-
ing diligently to pro-
vide safe housing for the 

animals during their tran-
sition from homelessness 
to adoption.

The HSBC grounds cur-
rently have two build-
ing for housing the ani-
mals. One building was 
erected in 1973 and is 
without proper ventila-
tion, heating, air condi-
tioning and has extensive 
deterioration.

HUMANE SOCIETY OF BRANCH COUNTY

Community supports HSBC

Jan Nageldinger of the HSBC and Architect  Steve Jen-
sen. PHOTO BY CHRISTY HART-HARRIS

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Katie 
Holbrook, 26, of Tekon-
sha must serve a year in 
the Branch County Jail 
for drunk driving and for 
child abuse fourth degree.

The con-
victions are 
connected 
to an April 
29 incident 
in which 
Holbrook 
wrecked her 
van with 

her two children aboard.
Branch County Dis-

trict Judge Brent Weigle 
agreed to allow Holbrook 
to seek treatment after she 
serves six months, but he 
told Holbrook she would 
not get credit on her jail 
sentence for time in the 
treatment program.

Originally charged 
with felony child abuse 
and drunk driving caus-
ing serious injury, a plea 
agreement reduced those 
charges to misdemeanors 
to which Holbrook plead-
ed no contest.

DISTRICT COURT

Holbrook 
gets a year 
for driving 
drunk

Holbrook

The Daily Reporter

COLDWATER — The 50th anniversary of Tibbits 
Professional Summer Theatre will conclude with 
“The Foreigner.”

The original production, the winner of two Obie 
Awards and two Outer Critics Circle Awards for Best 
New American Play and Best O! -Broadway Produc-
tion, has become a staple of professional theatre. It 

is a two-act comedy by American playwright, Larry 
Shue.

The plot revolves around the visit of two guests, 
Englishmen Charlie Baker and Sta!  Sergeant Frog-
gy LeSueur.

Charlie is feeling sad and guilty that he is not with 
his wife who may be dying. He says he can’t talk to 

TIBBITS OPERA HOUSE

Joey Gugliemelli will play Ellard Simms, Kiersten Vorheis will play Catherine Simms and Richard Baker will play 
Charlie Baker in “The Foreigner” which opens Thursday at Tibbits Opera House in Coldwater.  COURTESY PHOTO 

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Most 
power customers in Mich-
igan will soon see $1 a 
month added to their bills 
to help customers who are 
struggling to pay with their 
winter heating bills — ex-
cept for those served by the 
Coldwater Board of Public 
Utilities (CBPU).

Lawmakers passed new 
legislation designed to pro-
vide permanent funding 

after a pre-
vious fee 
and low-in-
come heat-
ing fund 
came to 
an end be-
cause of a 

court decision.
Utilities can opt out of 

charging the fee, but the 
major ones that have more 
delinquent customers 
have a particularly strong 

COLDWATER

CBPU won’t collect 
assistance surcharge

BRONSON LIBRARY

Bricks that were purchased, in memory of, by local residents are being laid at the 
Bronson branch of the Branch District library. The Bronson branch of the Branch 
District Library recently  added a new technology room and elevator to their facil-
ity to be enjoyed use by local residents. During that time, mortar bricks were avail-
able for purchase. Many local residents purchased the bricks to be inscribed “in 
memory” or “in honor” of a loved one. The bricks were being laid on Thursday to the 
rear of the library. The new bricked area will also feature benches for residence to 
take advance of the free wifi  that will be available day and night. CHRISTY HART-HARRIS 
PHOTOS

‘The Foreigner’ closes out 
50th summer season

Beckhusen

SEE HSBC,  A3

SEE COURT,  A3
SEE TIBBITS,  A3

SEE CBPU,  A3

■ TV Guide News
■ Latest blogs
■ What to Watch
These items appear on-
ly at www.thedailyre-
porter.com.

COMING   IN PRINT

YOUNGSTER talks 
with residents of Pines 
about his racing hobby.

LIFESTYLES

RECIPE EXCHANGE: 
Sourdough French 
Bread is delicious with 
soups, stews. Page A10

A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

NEIGHBORS
CARING FOR
NEIGHBORS.

Since 1994 90 North Michigan Avenue
Coldwater, MI 49036

www.laurelsofcoldwater.com

For more information about the Laurel Way of Caring
or to schedule a tour please call 517.279.9808
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COLDWATER — By 
a 6-0 vote the Coldwa-
ter City Council Monday 
night passed an ordnance 
that would re-establish 
city building inspection 

services from Branch 
County for plumbing, me-
chanical, and electrical.
This was the second 
vote on the ordinance 
which still must be ap-
proved by Michigan Bu-
reau of Construction 
Codes at its Oct 2 meeting.
Community Services Di-
rector Keith Baker listed 
four main reason to take 

back the three inspections 
services from the county.
Th fi rst was to “create a one 
stop shop for residents, 
contractors, and custom-
ers seeking permitting and 
inspections services.” Bak-
er said it would also facil-
itate the issuance of cer-
tifi cates of occupancy and 
make it easier to register 
rental housing in the city.

The director also said the 
city would reduce the cost 
of inspections for plumb-
ing, mechanical, and elec-
trical. Baker said by tak-
ing back those inspection 
it would better coordi-
nate inspections and 
the processing of per-
mits for city residents.
No new sta!  will be needed 
and where Neighborhood 

Services sta!  cannot per-
form the work the city 
will use private contrac-
tors. The county now us-
es private contractors.
“Inspectors will be avail-
able at the maximum 
upon 24 hours notifi -
cation by city sta!  or 
sooner depending upon 

COLDWATER CITY COUNCIL

Building inspection services re-established

Fair King Dalton Hard carries his partner to catch up to the other teams during the sack race. DIA MASSEY 
PHOTOS/THE DAILY REPORTER

By Dia Massey
dmassey@thedailyreporter.
com

COLDWATER — 
The annual Ag Olym-
pics are held on the last 
day of the Branch Coun-
ty Fair. This year Mel 
Oliver, Dale Waligo-
ra, Kim Waligora, Kel-
ly Mainstone, and Jea-
nette White organized 
the event for the youths. 
Dale said he volunteered 
to help because the 
kids enjoyed the event 

AG OLYMPICS 

Approval by state 
still needed

Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — Local 
Author Beverly Haskins 
Reyner will be at the 
Coldwater branch of the 
Branch District Library 
on August 20 from 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m. to discuss and 
sign copies of her book ti-
tled, “Memoirs of a Coun-
try Schoolteacher”.

Reyner currently lives 
in Michigan but has lived 
in other parts of the coun-
try throughout her life as a 
dedicated teacher to youth 
and adult aged students.

After studying social 
work for two-and-half 
years at Calvin College she 

found herself teaching in 
a little one-room school 
house in Alcona County 
Michigan.

“I was completely un-
prepared for teaching. The 
county superintendent 
came to the college and 
said the school would close 
unless they found teachers. 
I considered it and they 
presented the contract and 
I signed it,” said Reyner.

Before she new it the 20 
year old city girl was living 
in the country, of which 
she knew nothing about.

“I learned a lot from the 
students—they taught me 
too,” said Reyner.

Reyner experienced a 
great deal about life, teach-
ing and country living dur-
ing the two years she taught 
at the country school.

She taught school aged 

students in grades kinder-
garten through eight grade, 
totaling 25 students.

Through the years she 
had told many people about 
her time as a country school 
teacher and she was encour-
aged to turn her stories into 
a book.

It took her two years to 
write the book and upon 
publishing it, she sold 50 
copies in two weeks.

Reyner will be attending a 
reunion in August with the 
students she fi rst taught so 
many years ago.

“I’m really looking for-
ward to seeing them again,” 
she said.

Reyner continued teach-
ing over the next 24 years 

at various locations includ-
ing a drug rehabilitation 
center, adult education and 
Hurley Medical Center. She 
obtained her Masters De-
gree at the University of 
Michigan.

“I knew what I learned in 
the country school could ap-
ply to my teaching in other 
schools,” said Reyner.

She moved to Quincy in 
2007. “I very much like it 
here. It feels comfortable 
and it’s a beautiful area,” she 
said.

Her book can be pur-
chased online or at a local 
bookstore. Copies will also 
be available for purchase at 
the Library during the book 
signing.

COLDWATER BRANCH OF THE BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY

Local author to discuss book

Beverly Haskins Reyner’s 
published memoirs.

Going for the gold

Court member Amanda Higby gets doused during the water cup race.

Locals go head-
to-head in Branch 
County Fair games

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — Be-
cause he was on parole 
Bryant Morril, 24, must 
serve the remainder of an 
18 month to 20 year Cal-
houn County prison term
before he begins his new 
Branch County sentence of 
16 to 24 months prison.

Morrill admitted he fl ed 
from Coldwater Police May
4 when they came to arrest 
him for parole violation. 

He only got 
a few steps 
out the back 
door down 
a driveway. 
They had to 
force him 
down to cu!  

Morrill. “I 
was on a heroin binge” he 
had explained.

“I made mistakes and 
I’m paying again,” he told 
Branch County Circuit 
Judge Bill O’Grady. The 
judge asked Morrill “when
are you going to realize 
these are not mistakes but 
crimes.”

Judge O’Grady noted 
Morrill had faced a judge 
24 times including an ex-
tensive juvenile record. 
Each time an inmates goes 
to the Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections a let-
ter is placed behind his 
prison number. Morrill is
up to “D”.

The judge admonished 

COLDWATER

Morrill 
back to 
prison 
again

Morrill

SEE MORRILL,  A3
SEE GOLD,  A3

SEE INSPECTION,  A3

CHRISTY HARRIS-
HART They grow up so 
fast. 
A4

THE CAR GUY What-
ever happened to 
cruising? 
A4

GARY BAKER Amateur 
or professional? 
B1

JACKIE ROBINSON 
Yankees condemn de-
facement of statue. 
B4
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