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ADVICE | AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

COLDWATER — This 
year’s Branch District Li-
brary (BDL) summer read-
ing program is being spon-
sored by Century Bank and 
Trust (CB&T).

Comedian and magician 
BJ Mallen will host a show 
to kick o!  the reading pro-
gram at the BDL Coldwa-
ter Branch at 11 a.m. Tues-
day, June 25, and at the 
BDL Bronson Branch at 2 

p.m. the same day.
Parents are urged to 

bring their children of 
all ages to experience the 
wonder of magic and to 
sign up for the reading 
program.

Sign-up sheets are lo-
cated at all branches of the 
Branch District Library.

For more information, 
contact the BDL Coldwater 
Branch at (517) 278-2341.

CB&T SPONSORS

DEAR ABBY: I have been 
with my fi ance for four 
years. He is 32, I’m 23. He 
is Catholic and I am Jew-
ish. When I met him, I 
wasn’t particularly reli-
gious, but since planning 
a trip to Israel and af-
ter studying under a rab-
bi, I have become more 
religious.

I now keep kosher and 
try to be as close to Ortho-
dox as I can. I eventually 
want an Orthodox Jewish 
home and for my children 
to be raised Jewish. But 
every time I try to discuss 
this with him, he nods his 
head and says in a sarcas-
tic tone, “Uh-huh.”

I don’t think he under-
stands how serious I am 
about becoming Orthodox, 
even though I live the life-
style now. How can I en-
sure that he will live and 
raise our children in an 
Orthodox Jewish way be-
fore I walk down the aisle 
and it is too late?
- KEEPING KOSHER IN 
NEW YORK

DEAR KEEPING KO-
SHER: Your fi ance is be-
having as if he thinks you 
are going through a phase 
rather than making an ac-
tual commitment to be-
coming Orthodox Jew-
ish. If he had any interest 
in raising his children in 
the Jewish faith, he would 
have shown it by ask-
ing questions and trying 
to learn more about what 
that would entail.

I won’t mince words 
with you: The only guar-
antee I can o! er that your 
children will be raised Or-
thodox Jewish would be 
for you to marry a man 
who feels similarly.

DEAR ABBY: My wife 
is the best thing that ever 
happened to me. After 34 
years together - 28 of them 
married - she is still the 
love of my life. How can I 
express this to her?

I have done the usu-
al things over the years: 
candy, fl owers, presents. I 
give cards, but I am not a 
wordsmith. I love her so 
much I don’t know if it is 
even possible to express 
it with words or gifts, but 
still I try.

Do you have any sugges-
tions on how I can convey 
my love to this wonder-
ful woman who I call my 
wife?
- SPEECHLESS IN OHIO

DEAR SPEECHLESS: 
You don’t have to be a 
wordsmith to say “I love 
you” when she awakens 
in the morning and re-
peat it as she goes to sleep 
each night. Flowers, can-
dy and presents are dem-
onstrations of your love, 
but just as meaningful can 
be something as simple 
as holding her hand when 
you walk together and 
turning up the thermostat 
when she’s chilly - even if 
you aren’t.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

Jew striving 
for Orthodox 
life wants 
fi ance to 
support her

Read more 
at thedaily-
reporter.com

BDL summer reading 
program kicks o! 

Comedian and magician BJ Mallen will kick off the 
Branch District Library’s summer reading program. 
COURTESY PHOTO

distribution rates with the 
Michigan Public Service 
Commission (MPSC).

MGU said the rate in-
crease is necessary to o! -
set the cost of upgrades to 
transmission and distri-
bution systems, decreased 
revenues, higher costs for 
customer service and gen-
eral infl ation.

The company has re-
cently upgraded several 
aspects of its natural gas 
system, replacing vintage 
steel pipe and rebuilding 
some older facilities, in-
cluding those in Branch 
County. The company es-
timated a residential 

natural gas customer will 
see about $2.34 added to 
their monthly bill if the 
increase is approved. The 
last increase was in 2010.

Even after the increase 
— if it is approved — typ-
ical MGU residential cus-
tomers will pay nearly 25 
percent less than in 2010, 
due to lower natural gas 
market prices.

MGU currently has one 
of the lowest distribu-
tion charges of natural gas 
companies in the state, ac-
cording to MPSC records.

The utility serves 
168,000 customers in 
nearly 150 communities, 
mostly across the bottom 
tier of counties in the state, 
from Grand Haven and 
Benton Harbor to Monroe.
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“This is a pretty big 
crime,” Kimble said, warn-
ing that those who prayed 
on farmers would face seri-
ous prosecution “to protect 
society.”

Branch County Circuit 
Court Judge Bill O’Grady 
agreed and sent Beemer, 
29, to jail for 90 days, the 
maximum for a fi rst of-
fender under Michigan’s 
Sentencing Guidelines.

Beemer said he was sup-
porting his girlfriend’s 
children like his own and 
needed to continue his job. 
Judge O’Grady agreed to 
work release.

“I understand I made 
a very big mistake. I got 

talked into this,” Beemer 
said.

Judge O’Grady told him 
it was not a mistake, but a 
crime.

In April 2012, Mark Go-
heen stole copper wire 
from a River Road irriga-
tion system, which cost 
more than $7,000 to re-
pair. Goheen is serving six 
months jail time. 

A third participant, 
Trinity Dove, pleaded 
guilty to a misdemeanor 
theft and was jailed for a 
year.

Goheen brought the 
wire to Beemer, who took 
o!  the insulation and sold 
it for scrap.

Beemer was ordered 
to pay restitution to the 
farmer for $1,300 of non-
insured cost.

THEFT
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released from the Cal-
houn County Jail — 
where she was awaiting 
sentencing — due to se-
rious medical issues.

Renner added, “She 
led a decent life until her 
50s. It is rare that some-
one this age is a fi rst 
o! ender.”

He suggested she be 
placed in county jail, 
then on probation. The 
wife had cooperated and 
agreed to testify against 
her husband.

Glendora admitted she 

removed a wrought-iron 
chicken from a Claren-
don Road home last July.

Glendora also ad-
mitted she sold most of 
the stolen items for her 
husband.

“He took all the mon-
ey,” she claimed.

It was that Branch 
County theft and sale 
which gave Michigan 
State Police (MSP) the 
break in its massive in-
vestigation into the relat-
ed thefts.

The pair would drive 
up to a house during the 
day and knock. If no one 
was home, they would 
break in. If someone was 

home, they would make 
an excuse and leave. A 
description of a truck 
similar to one driven by 
the Beards came from 
several of the residents or 
those near the break-ins.

Numerous investiga-
tors from several MSP 
posts began to track the 
couple in the truck from 
an Albion motel where 
they were staying.

After the theft of the 
metal chicken on Clar-
endon Road, the couple 
was followed by MSP to 
the Allen Antique Mall 
on U.S. 12, where the an-
tique door stop taken 
from the house was sold.

BEARD
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There was also an ef-
fort to involve the local 
Arab community, which 
accounts for over 17 per-
cent of the city’s popula-
tion. Concerns discussed 
there include the lack of 
park amenities at Wa-
terworks Park, with little 
playground equipment 
and a limited soccer 
fi eld. With the popula-
tion centered in the First 
Ward, many expressed 
dismay over the vacant 
Midwest Foundry site, 
which the city continues 
to try to obtain.

There was concern 
about the lack of side-
walk along Park Avenue, 

as well as poor sidewalks 
in the ward and the need 
for more public water 
fountains throughout 
the community.

With soccer a popu-
lar sport, some suggest-
ed lighting the second 
Heritage soccer fi eld, as 
well.

On education, Arab 
community members 
recognized the need to 
improve schools, also 
asking for a local cam-
pus for four-year de-
gree college programs 
because they want lo-
cal higher education 
opportunities.

This group also ex-
pressed concern about 
the downtown appear-
ance, especially vacant 
buildings. And they 

asked for improved com-
munication through the 
Mosque/Arab-American 
Society/Islamic Center.

At the transporta-
tion workshop, sugges-
tions were made to take 
the three-lanes of U.S. 
12 eastward, from the 
Four Corners to Sprague 
Street. There was al-
so concerned about 
marked crosswalks in 
this area, especially at 
Je! erson Street, where 
a majority of the city’s 
car-pedestrian accidents 
occur.

Many would also like 
to see more trees plant-
ed along Chicago Street 
to I-69.

Many of these ideas 
are expected to be recog-
nized in the fi nal report.

PROJECT
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Stocks. 
News. 

Advice.OAKLAND TOWNSHIP, 
MICH. 

Agents search land 
linked to Ho! a case 
Federal agents revived the 
hunt for the remains of Jim-
my Ho! a on Monday, bring-
ing excavation equipment 
to a fi eld in suburban De-
troit where a reputed Ma-
fi a captain says the Team-
sters boss’ body was buried. 
Robert Foley, special agent 
in charge of the FBI’s Detroit 

division, said the agen-
cy and its partners had a 
search warrant allowing 
them to dig at the property 
in Oakland Township, about 
25 miles north of Detroit. 
He said the warrant was 
sealed and details about 
what was sought would not 
be released. Oakland Coun-
ty Sheri!  Mike Bouchard, 
who joined Foley at a news 
conference, said it was his 
“fondest hope” to bring clo-
sure for Ho! a’s family and 
the community.
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Photo Finish!

Quincy Library digs Kalamazoo
Nature Center presentation

DIA MASSEY PHOTOS

Above Left: Riley House holds the earthworm. Above
Right: Ian Carpenter is a mushroom. Below Left: Cayden
Wood dressed up as a mastadon. Below Right Brailee
Wood took part as a petosky.
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H ave you ever or-
dered something 
online that was de-

livered damaged or never 
arrived at all? Or been dou-
ble-billed by a merchant? 
Or spotted a charge on your 
credit card statement you 
didn’t make?

Most of us have.
Fortunately, the 1975 Fair 

Credit Billing Act (FCBA) 
protects your rights dur-
ing such credit card bill-
ing disputes. It also outlines 
the process for contesting 
charges made to your ac-
count. Here’s how it works:

First, FCBA protection 
applies only to “open-end” 
credit account transactions ‘ 
those involving credit cards 
or revolving charges (e.g., 
department store accounts). 
It doesn’t cover installment 
contracts you repay on a 
fi xed schedule, such as car 
loans.

Billing errors that are 
covered by the FCBA 
include:

■ Fraudulent or unau-
thorized use of your cred-
it card, whether it was sto-
len or merchants charged 
unapproved items to your 
account.

■ Charges that list the 
wrong date or amount.

■ Charges for goods or 
services you either did not 
accept or that weren’t deliv-
ered as agreed.

■ Math errors, such as 
being charged twice for a 
transaction.

■ Failure to post pay-
ments or other credits.

(Note: Report suspect-
ed fraud immediately. By 
law, you’re only liable for 
the fi rst $50 in unauthor-
ized charges; however, most 
card issuers waive that li-
ability if you report the 
charges quickly.)

Review all billing state-
ments carefully upon re-
ceipt because in order to be 
covered under FCBA rules, 
most disputed transactions 

must be reported with-
in 60 days of the statement 
date on which the error 
appeared.

First, contact the mer-
chant and try to resolve the 
dispute directly with them. 
If this good-faith resolution 
attempt doesn’t work, you 
can escalate the process by 
fi ling a written report with 
your credit card issuer with-
in the 60-day window.

The card issuer is then 
obligated to investigate 
the dispute on your behalf. 
They must acknowledge 
your complaint, in writing, 
within 30 days of receipt 
and resolve the dispute with 
the merchant within two 
billing cycles but not more 
than 90 days.

Send your letter via certi-
fi ed mail to the card issuer’s 
billing inquiry address, not 
the payment address. In-
clude your name, address, 
account number and a de-
scription of the billing error. 
Include copies of sales slips 
or other documents that 
support your position.

According to the Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC), 

you may withhold payment 
of the disputed amount and 
related charges during the 
investigation. In fact, many 
card issuers may voluntarily 
remove the charge until the 
matter is resolved since they 
are representing you, their 
client, in the dispute.

If it turns out your bill 
contains a mistake, the 
creditor must explain, in 
writing, the corrections that 
will be made. In addition to 
crediting your account, they 
must remove all fi nance 
charges, late fees, or other 
charges related to the error.

However, if the card is-
suer’s investigation deter-
mines that you owe part 
—or all — of the disputed 
amount, they must prompt-
ly provide you with a writ-
ten explanation. If you 
disagree with the investiga-
tion’s results, you may fur-
ther dispute your claim with 
the creditor, as outlined by 
the FTC at www.consumer.
ftc.gov/articles/0219-fair-
credit-billing. (That site also 
contains a sample dispute 
letter and other helpful FC-
BA information.)

If you believe a credi-
tor has violated the FCBA, 
you may fi le a complaint 
with the FTC or sue them 
in court.

Hopefully, you’ll never 
have a billing dispute that 
goes to these extremes. But 
it’s good to know how con-
sumer laws protect you, just 
in case.

PERSONAL FINANCE

How to dispute a credit card charge

JASON ALDERMAN

When Linda Dull at the Branch District Library told Century Bank and Trust offi-
cials about the library’s damaged camera that wasn’t working properly, the offi-
cials felt badly that photographic moments were being missed at the library and 
purchased and donated a new camera for Linda and her crew. Now they have a 
new reliable camera to document all the happenings throughout the year. COURTE-
SY PHOTO

PICTURE PERFECT

The Daily Reporter

COLDWATER — The 
team at Great Lakes Chiro-
practic is making a splash 
with its support of Tibbits 
Opera House this summer.

For several years, Great 
Lakes Chiropractic has 
sponsored a Popcorn The-
atre show. This year is no 
di! erent. The business gra-
ciously o! ered support for 
“The Tortoise and the Hare 
and Other Aesop Fables,” 
which was presented last 
weekend at the opera house 
in downtown Coldwater.

“It is a nice asset to the 
community to allow peo-
ple to be exposed to the arts 
locally,” Angie Johnson at 
Great Lakes Chiropractic 
said.

Great Lakes Chiroprac-
tic opened in 2000 and 
is owned by Dr. Sean and 
Kellie Groves. They are 
open Monday through Fri-
day from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

and Saturday from 8 a.m. 
to noon.

“(We o! er) the most 
complete, non-surgical spi-
nal care facility around,” 
Johnson continued.

Popcorn Theatre is made 
possible through the gener-
osity of Dr. Jon and Seibra 
Herbener and Dr. Nicho-
le Ellis. Popcorn Theatre’s 
live, professional perfor-
mances have, for genera-
tions, been based on favor-
ites in children’s literature, 
as well as music and magic.

Tickets are $7, and are 
available at www.Tibbits.
org, by phone at 278-6029 

or at 14 South Hanchett 
Street, Coldwater. Tibbits 
Opera House is marking its 
50th anniversary of bring-
ing professional summer 
theatre to the stage.

For more information, 
call 278-6029.

POPCORN THEATRE

Great Lakes Chiropractic making 
a splash with Tibbits sponsorship

About 
Great Lakes
Great Lakes Chiropractic is 
located at 601 E. Chicago 
Road, Coldwater and can 
be reached by telephone at 
278-7246 or online at www.
glchiromi.net.
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Only $38 per year protects you
and your family from

out-of-pocket ambulance costs

MemberCare provides peace of mind.
You never know when an emergency may happen.

Is your family protected?
For more information, call:

Coldwater: 517-278-3367         Sturgis: 800-267-1161
Or visit our website: www.lifecareems.org

MemberCare from
LifeCare Ambulance Service

Does your insurance
cover all the charges?

Maureen Gierucki,
D.D.S.

New Patients Welcome • Most Insurances Accepted
www.ucsmiles.com • info@ucsmiles.com

517-741-4565
715 N. Broadway

Union City, MI 

65 East Chicago Street
Downtown Coldwater

517-279-9536
www.perfectpetal.net

Flower Happy Hour
3-5:30 p.m.

20% Off
Fresh Flowers

A Perfect Petal
Floral Co.

• Commercial
• Residential

• Industrial
• Agricultural

Toll Free: (866) 444-WIRE
Phone: (517) 279-7700
679 E. Chicago Road
Coldwater, MI 490363 Vans Avenue • Coldwater

(Next to Secretary of State)  278-1703
MILLIE KELLEY Stylist/Owner

Wheelchair Accessable • Barrier Free Salon
Hours: Tue. Wed., Thurs. & Fri.

9 to 5, Sat. 9 to 3

STYLIST WANTED
FOR CHAIR RENTAL

Now carrying
Paul Mitchell Products

Beautiful Hand Painted Birdhouses

Nancy is taking appointments on
Friday and Saturday
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