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HOUSTON — In the 
last week, gas prices have 
shifted more than 25 cents 
— mostly up.

In Branch County they 
were up to $3.98 over the 
weekend before dropping 
Monday to $3.93.

Some prices above $4 a 
gallon were reported in the 
Detroit and Traverse City 
areas. Michigan has the 
seventh highest average 
prices in nation, just below 
Illinois at $3.94 followed 
by Connecticut, New York, 
Washington DC, Califor-
nia at $4.158 and Hawaii 
at $4.27 a gallon.

The Oil and Gas Jour-
nal noted gas prices usu-
ally climb as winter winds 
down, but this year’s 
spring upswing is starting 
unusually early.

That may end up match-
ing or topping the peak 
spring prices of the past 
two years over $4 a gal-
lon. Prices tend to rise 
in late winter as refi ner-
ies shut down for main-
tenance and to switch to 
summer blends of gasoline 
in March.

“Refi neries shut down 
for maintenance at this 
time of year because the 
weather is nice and it’s be-
fore hurricane season,” said 
Doug Shupe, spokesman 

for AAA. “They’ve gone of-
fl ine, and whenever you 
see that prices tend to go 
up.”

An explosion in an Ohio 
refi nery cut production for 
the Midwest and full pro-
duction is not yet restored.

Other factors have al-
so driven up gas prices. 
An improving economy in 
the U.S. and overseas has 
pushed up oil demand and 
fuel prices. Weekend pric-
es for a barrel of oil topped 
$97.50 but fell back to 
$95 by midday Monday. 
Some forecasts have the 
price expected to reach 
$110 a barrel over the next 
12 months. The value of 
the U.S. dollar also has 

dropped, raising oil prices.
The U.S. Energy Infor-

mation Administration’s 
Feb. 4 report showed fu-
el costs guzzled about 

4 percent of an average 
household’s pretax income
in 2012, the highest rate in
30 years and equal to 2008 
before the recession began.

GOING UP

Gas prices headed to record highs

In the last week, gasoline prices have shifted more than 
25 cents — mostly up. DON REID PHOTO

Off school for President’s Day, cousins Abby and Isabella Demerritt feed the ducks and geese Monday at 
Waterworks Park. DON REID PHOTO

QUACK QUACK!

Traveling exhibit from the Arab American Nation 
Museum in Dearborn Michigan displaying similar-
ities in the three monotheistic religions. CHRISTY 
HART-HARRIS PHOTO

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

LANSING — The ap-
peals record of retired 
Branch County Probate 
Judge Fred Wood contin-
ues to be near perfect af-
ter the Michigan Court of 
Appeals upheld two cases 
of termination of parental 
rights where parents ex-
posed children to metham-
phetamine abuse.

In the fi rst case, the 
mother’s rights to three 
children were terminated 
and they were adopted by 
their grandparents.

In 2009 police discov-
ered a methamphetamine 
laboratory in their moth-
er’s residence where she 
was living with the minor 
children. When the chil-
dren were removed from 
that home in March 2010, 
the two younger children 
each tested positive for 
methamphetamine.

The woman did not take 
random drug tests for the 
fi rst year of the case; then 
she tested positive for 
drugs on numerous oc-
casions including April 
last year before the fi nal 
hearing.

She had multiple tests 
that were invalid because 
of possible dilution. The 
mother consistently de-
nied that she had a drug 
problem and claimed 
that many of her positive 
drug screens were false 
positives.

The woman also was di-
agnosed with severe de-
pression and anxiety as 
well as personality and bi-
polar disorders but did not 
consistently attend thera-
py, prompting her thera-
pist to close her case.

The mother claimed the 
grandmother tried to pre-
vent her from reuniting 
with the children. The ap-
peals court found the three 
children had been living 
with their maternal grand-
parents for approximate-
ly two-and-a-half years. 
The record supports that 
the children were thriving 
with their grandparents 
and both of the children, 
who were able to articu-
late their preferences, in-
dicated that they want-
ed to be adopted by their 

WOOD’S RECORD 
REMAINS NEAR 
PERFECT

COA upholds 
termination
decision

Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — The 
Coldwater Branch of 
the Branch District Li-
brary will be displaying 
an informative pair of 
traveling exhibits from 
the Arab American Na-
tional Museum now 
through Feb. 27.

The exhibit consists of 
two panels — one dis-
playing the three major 
monotheistic religions, 
Christianity, Judaism 
and Islam and the oth-
er examining the holi-
days celebrated by each 
religion.

Metropolitan De-
troit's Arab American 

National Museum pres-
ents an Arab American 
story with interactive 
hands-on exhibits. The 
museum commits to 
“Dispel the many mis-
conceptions about Ar-
ab Americans and other 
minorities.”

The exhibit had been 
traveling to di! erent li-
braries in the Metropol-
itan Detroit area.

“They were excited to 
have a library from out 
of the Metro Detroit ar-
ea contact them about 
displaying the exhibit,” 
said Evette Atkin, Di-
rector of the BDL.

Denise Yennie directs 

ARAB AMERICAN NATIONAL MUSEUM

Library hosts 
traveling exhibit From sta!  reports

LITCHFIELD — 
Michigan South Central 
Power Agency has pro-
moted seven employ-
ees and hired three new 
ones at its power plant 
and operations center in 
Litchfi eld.

As part of its program 
to develop employees in-
ternally the following 
were promoted to new 
positions: Michael Sprow, 
director of energy and 
safety compliance; Matt 
Burk, director of envi-
ronmental compliance; 
Chrissy Van Kampen, 
board secretary and ex-
ecutive assistant; Chris-
tina Bernard, director of 
human resources; Harold 
Jenkins, safety and train-
ing coordinator; James 
Russell, environmen-
tal and laboratory tech-
nician and Andy Sines, 
attendant

General Manager Glen 
White said, “We are con-
fi dent that these individ-
uals and their new roles 
will act as a catalyst in up-
holding the sustainabil-
ity that we have had in 
the past.” He added, “We 
would like to welcome 
new employees Brian 
Bennett, Lee Hugenell, 
and Dawn Newell.”

White also said, “The 

entire sta!  at MSCPA 
would also like to wish a 
happy retirement to Deb-
bie Green, who held the 
positions of board secre-
tary, executive assistant 
and director of human re-
sources. Debbie contrib-
uted 18 years of dedicated 
service and will be missed 
by all.”

“We are the type of 
company in which peo-
ple can grow and retire 
from,” said White. “MSC-
PA was blessed to have 
worked with Debbie and 
we wish her and her hus-
band Richard all the best 
in the future.” Christine 
Vankampen was named 
by the board to replace 
Green.

MSCPA is a joint ac-
tion power agency which 
provides electric power to 
the communities of Cold-
water, Union City, Mar-
shall, Hillsdale, and Clin-
ton and operates the 55 
megawatt coal fi re power 
generator in Litchfi eld.

MSPCA

Promotions announced 
at power agency

“We are the type 
of company in 

which people can 
grow and retire 

from.”
Michigan South Central 

Power Agency General 
Manager Glen White
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DR. ANTHONY KOMAROFF JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBYASK DR. K

DEAR ABBY: While I al-
ways enjoy your column, 
I thought your advice to 
“Wants My Space” (Dec. 
14), whose son “Dustin” 
moved away fi ve years ago 
and expects her to keep his 
room as he left it, was o!  
the mark. I would have told 
Dustin what I have told 
both of my daughters sev-
eral times: It is not “your” 
room; I merely let you use 
it.

Not only is “Wants” not 
obligated to use her home 
as a storage facility, she’s do-
ing her son a disservice by 
doing it under these cir-
cumstances. At 24, he needs 
to learn that if he wants a 
service, it’s his obligation to 
procure it. There are plen-
ty of businesses that can ful-
fi ll his needs at a reasonable 
price.
– MATT IN PROVIDENCE 
FORGE, VA.

DEAR MATT: For the 
most part, readers agreed 
with you, and they o! ered 
their own “take” on how to 
accomplish the removal of 
the young man’s belongings:

DEAR ABBY: An acquain-
tance of mine had a simi-
lar problem with his son. 
The son expected his dad 
to provide storage space at 
no charge for an indefi nite 
length of time. My friend 
told his son: “No way! You 
get it out of here within six 
months, or I’ll sell it and 
keep the money for storage 
fees.”

He didn’t think his father 
would actually do it. Well, 
he was wrong. And now the 
younger siblings don’t even 
think of leaving any of their 
stu!  at the father’s house.
– SHIRLEY IN CHULA 
VISTA, CALIF.

DEAR ABBY: My parents, 
while not upset with still 
having their four adult chil-
dren’s belongings in their 
home, solved their dilemma 
in a unique way. One Christ-
mas we all gathered at their 
house and were delighted to 
fi nd heaps of presents under 
the tree. Concerned that our 
folks had way overspent, 
imagine our surprise when 
we unwrapped the packag-
es and found all of our own 
belongings! It was an in-
ventive and e! ective way to 
clear out the attic and base-
ment. We still talk about it 
to this day – a warm Christ-
mas memory.
- KATIE IN NEWARK, 
DEL.

DEAR ABBY: “Wants” is 
blessed that Dustin voiced 
his desire for his mom to 
keep his stu! . My moth-
er continued asking me if I 
wanted my stu!  for years. I 
said no, until one day, yes, I 
did. My parents are no lon-
ger alive, and I treasure the 
little stu! ed dog that was 
my very fi rst Christmas 
present.

I’d advise “Wants” to re-
turn some of the items to 
her son from time to time 
in the form of gifts. To him, 
they are treasures, and they 
can be returned in a way 
that won’t make him feel 
betrayed.
- IRENE IN OWOSSO, 
MICH.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known 
as Jeanne Phillips, and was 
founded by her mother, Pau-
line Phillips. Write Dear Ab-
by at www.DearAbby.com 
or P.O. Box 69440, Los An-
geles, CA 90069.

Son no longer 
living at 
home should 
move his 
stu!  or pay

DEAR DOCTOR K: My 
wife has atrial fi brillation. 
Her medication was recent-
ly changed from warfarin 
to Pradaxa. Her doctor says 
the new medicine does not 
require regular INR tests 
and is just as e! ective. Is 
that so?

DEAR READER: Yes, it is. 
Before I explain why, let me 
provide some background.

In people with atrial fi -
brillation, the upper cham-
bers of the heart (the atria) 
lose that strong beating ac-
tion that keeps the blood 
moving e"  ciently. As a re-
sult, blood tends to pool 
in the atria. When it does, 
clots are more likely to 
form.

If a blood clot gets 
pumped out of the heart 
and lodges in a blood ves-
sel in the brain, it can cause 
a stroke. Clots that get stuck 
elsewhere can also cause se-
rious problems. Anticoag-
ulant drugs like warfarin 
(Coumadin) and dabigatran 
(Pradaxa) reduce the ten-
dency for blood to clot.

Warfarin is an important 
anticoagulant medicine, but 
the dosing is tricky. If the 
dose is too low, clots form. If 
it's too high, bleeding prob-
lems may result. The inter-
national normalized ratio 
(INR) is a blood test. Any-
one on warfarin must have 
regular INR tests to ensure 
their dose is correct.

To make matters worse, 
the body can change over 
time in how it reacts to 
the warfarin. One month 
the dose is having just the 
right e! ects, but the next 
month the dose is either 
not strong enough or is too 
strong. Because of this vari-
ability, warfarin is the drug 
most responsible for caus-
ing emergency hospitaliza-
tions from drug side e! ects 
in people over age 65.

Pradaxa appears to be 
just as e! ective as warfarin 
at preventing blood clots. It 
is probably more e! ective 
at preventing strokes, and 
probably causes fewer cases 
of bleeding in the brain (a 
side e! ect of any anticoagu-
lant). What's more, its e! ect 
on the blood is more pre-
dictable than warfarin's. As 
a result, regular INR tests 
aren't necessary. That's a big 
advantage.

There are, however, two 
risks to Pradaxa. First, the 
drug has a short half-life: It 
is largely out of your system 
in less than 24 hours. If you 
miss a dose, you have an in-
creased risk of developing 
a blood clot compared to if 
you missed a dose of warfa-
rin. So it's really important 
to remember to take the pill 
every day.

The second risk is that 
treatments to rapidly re-
verse the e! ects of Pradaxa 
are unproven. It's easy to re-
verse the e! ects of warfa-
rin. Why would you want to 
rapidly reverse the e! ects 
of either drug? If you were 
injured and started bleed-
ing profusely, for exam-
ple, you'd want to quickly, 
if temporarily, reverse the 
anti-clotting e! ects of the 
drug.

Dr. Komaro!  is a physician 
and professor at Harvard 
Medical School. To send 
questions, go to AskDoctorK.
com, or write: Ask Doctor 
K, 10 Shattuck St., Second 
Floor, Boston, MA 02115.

Long-term 
side e! ects 
of Pradaxa 
are as yet 
unknown 

grandparents.
In the second case the 

court terminated anoth-
er mother’s rights main-
ly because she struggled 
with mental health and 
consequential “inability 
to provide necessary and 
safe care for the children.”

One child needed med-
ication for attention def-
icit hyperactivity disor-
der and the mother failed 
to give the medication 
as prescribed and take 
the child to all necessary 

appointments. At times 
the mother would dou-
ble up on medication, 
leading to the child being 
without medication for 
signifi cant periods.

The child struggled 
at school without his 
medication.

Wood determined that 
mother damaged both of 
her children by yelling at 
them and blaming them 
for the involvement of 
child protective services.

Throughout the two-
and-a-half years of court 
proceedings, the moth-
er failed to participate in 
individual counseling as 

ordered to address her 
numerous mental health 
issues.

Part of the reason was 
she was always jailed 
for charges stemming 
from the manufacture of 
methamphetamine, ac-
cording to court records.

The woman claimed 
Wood should have put 
the children under 
guardianship and not 
terminated her rights. 
The Court of Appeals 
found she failed to dem-
onstrate that she was 
able to change any of the 
behaviors which led to 
the fi ling of the petition 

for termination.
This was coupled with 

the fact that the chil-
dren had been thriving 
and would be adopted 
by their foster parents, 
who were able to provide 
them with a stable and 
safe home environment.

The names of the 
mothers were omitted in 
the appeals cases to pro-
tect the rights and priva-
cy of the minor children.

Wood had only two 
cases overturned in his 
early years as Probate 
Judge. He served 24 
years before retiring in 
December.

DECISION
From Page A1

the adult program at the 
BDL.

“Denise contacted the 
organization and set up 
everything,” Atkin said.

According to the Arab 
American Institutes web-
site, in 2009 Michigan 

had the second-high-
est population of Ar-
ab Americans of all the 
states at 191,607.

“We wanted this in the 
library as a way to encom-
pass the entire communi-
ty,” said Atkin. “To show 
that there are more sim-
ilarities than di! erences.”

As part of the ex-
perience, the AANM 

provides comment pag-
es for viewers to express 
their thoughts regard-
ing the exhibit's informa-
tion. Although the exhibit 
has only been on display 
since Wednesday, pa-
trons' responses have all 
been positive and appre-
ciative of the provided in-
formation. One patron 
said, “This is wonderful,” 

while another said, “This 
is great, but maybe needs 
more publicity.”

To see the display, vis-
it the Coldwater Branch 
of the Branch District 
Library located at 10 E. 
Chicago St., Coldwater.

For additional infor-
mation on the AANM 
visit www.arabamerican-
museum.org.

EXHIBIT
From Page A1

By Chris Talbott 
and Jeannie Nuss
The Associated Press

HEBER SPRINGS, 
Ark. — Mindy McCready 
threatened to kill herself 
after losing custody of her 
sons earlier this month, 
yet she was allowed to 
leave a court-ordered drug 
rehabilitation program 
days before she apparently 
killed herself, her ex-boy-
friend said Monday.

Billy McKnight, who 
was in a long, rocky rela-
tionship with McCready 
and who is the father of 
her oldest child, Zander, 
said the 37-year-old moth-
er of two stayed in the in-
patient substance abuse 
treatment center for about 
18 hours before being al-
lowed to walk free.

Authorities say Mc-
Cready died in an appar-
ent suicide Sunday at her 
home in Heber Springs, 
a vacation community 
about 65 miles north of 
Little Rock. Sheri!  Marty 
Moss said McCready was 
found dead on the front 
porch where her boy-
friend, musician David 
Wilson, died last month 
of a gunshot wound to the 
head. Investigators are in-
vestigating his death as a 

suicide, but haven’t yet de-
termined the cause.

McKnight, speaking to 
The Associated Press by 
phone from Tampa, Fla., 
said McCready and Wil-
son had actually gotten 
engaged. He wondered 
how she was allowed to go 
free, given all the turmoil 
in her life.

“That was a big mis-
take on the part of who-
ever released her,” McK-
night said. “... She was in 
a terrible state of mind. 
She doesn’t perform any 
more. She wasn’t work-
ing. She has two kids and 
her fi ance was just killed. 
There’s no way she should 
be out by herself in a lone-
ly house with nothing but 

booze and pills. That was 
a really, really bad mis-
take, and the end result is 
tragic.”

Neighbors reported 
hearing two shots Sun-
day afternoon when they 
called the Cleburne Coun-
ty Sheri! ’s O"  ce. Author-
ities found Wilson’s dog 
dead next to McCready’s 
body.

“Based on what we have 
found at the scene at this 
time, we do believe that 
she took the life of the dog 
that we are being told by 
family members belonged 
to Mr. Wilson before she 
took her own life,” Sheri!  
Marty Moss said.

The sheri!  confi rmed 
McCready’s two sons 

remained in foster care 
where they were at the 
time of her death. McK-
night says he’s working 
with authorities to get 
custody of his son, Zan-
der, and was not privy to 
what’s happening with in-
fant boy Zayne, who was 
born to McCready and 
Wilson last year.

McCready’s sons were 
put in foster care and 
she was ordered into re-
hab earlier this month af-
ter McCready’s father ex-
pressed concern. He told 
a judge his daughter had 
stopped taking care of 
herself and her children 
after Wilson’s death and 
she was abusing alcohol 
and prescription drugs.

MCCREADY DEATH

Ex-boyfriend: Anyone 
close could see it coming
Troubled country 
singer lost fi ance 
last month, found 
dead with his dog

Country singer Mindy McCready, shown performing in Nashville, Tenn., hit the 
top of the country charts before personal problems sidetracked her career, died 
Sunday. She was 37.  ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO

BRANCH COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
168 South Ray Quincy Road • Quincy, MI • 639-3210

Hours: Monday & Friday: 9 am - 1 pm    
Tuesday & Wednesday & Thursday 9 am - 4:30 pm

www.countyofbranch.com

PET ADOPTION FEE: $6000

$50 refund after your new pet is spayed/neutered

LOOKING FOR
A PET?

VIRGINIA a.k.a. "Ginny"
(#1628) is a drop dead

gorgeous Blue Tick
Coonhound of

approximately 5-7 years
in age. She is extremely
sweet, gentle, and quiet.

Ginny has passed all
aspects of temperament
testing, including expo-

sure to other dogs & food
testing. She is a peach!!!
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COLDWATER — An 
emotional Branch County 
Circuit Judge Bill O’Grady 
told Mariela Valle-Flores 
Monday that “Children are 
supposed to be protected by 
their parents.”

He then imposed a sen-
tence of three years, two 
months to 15 years in pris-
on after Valle-Flores plead-
ed no contest to the involun-
tary manslaughter death of 
her 5-month-old daughter 
Diane Perez on Feb. 4, 2012.

Diane was a twin.
Flores, 23, told the judge, 

“I love my children with all 
my life. If I could give my life 
for them I would.”

She asked the judge “to 
look at my life and through 
the accusations.”

Defense attorney David 
Moore told the court Flores 
came from a good family but 
su! ered from abuse herself 
as a child.

“Being a mother is the 
most di"  cult job in the 
world. It never quits,” he 
said, noting that Valle-
Flores' twins required feed-
ing every hour. “She had no 
time for sleep.”

O’Grady pointed out Di-
ane died from blunt force 
trauma to the head and had 
su! ered skull fractures and 
bleeding in the brain. There 
were breaks in her right hu-
merus and left tibia and to 
three ribs, all of which were 
healing.

“This is not an accidental 
death,” he said. “This is mal-
ice. This child su! ered over 

MOTHER SENTENCED

Valle-Flores gets prison time in daughter’s death

Mariela Valle-Flores and her attorney David Moore wait for Branch Circuit Judge Bill 
O’Grady to impose sentence for Valle-Flores Monday. Valle-Flores received a three 
years, two months- to 15-year sentence for the involuntary manslaughter death of 
her 5-month-old daughter, which occurred Feb. 4, 2012. DON REID PHOTO

The Daily Reporter

COLDWATER — After 
nearly a year of construc-
tion work, restoration of 
Tibbits Opera House’s or-
nate façade nears its fi nal 
completion and the the-
atre prepares to celebrate.

Preservation crews 
installed the balcony 
Wednesday and will work 
through this week com-
pleting the fi nal touches. 
The remaining details in-
clude the brackets, some 
trim, the light sculptures 
and the ornate drag-
ons which will grace the 

corners of the roof. Com-
pletion of the façade will 
also allow for the comple-
tion of the documentary 
which is being fi lmed on 
the restoration work.

Tibbits will host a cele-
bration of the restoration 
the weekend of April 27 
and 28, 2013. The event, 
“Refl ections on a Legacy” 
centers on the world pre-
miere of the Tibbits doc-
umentary—”Old Build-
ings: The Restoration and 
Preservation of the Tib-
bits Opera House.” There 
will be two showings of 
the fi lm by Mike Mort of 

Equity Studios. The Sat-
urday night premiere will 
include the dedication of 
the façade with special 
guests from the political 
and preservation worlds. 
There will be a VIP recep-
tion available before the 
screening and the eve-
ning will conclude with a 
celebratory fi nale. A sec-
ond family showing of the 
documentary will be held 
on Sunday as a matinee.

Central to the “Refl ec-
tions on a Legacy” event 
is an art exhibit “Cur-
tain Call” which focuses 
on the theatre’s history, 

architecture and artifacts 
as well as interpretations 
of the theme by contem-
porary artists. The ex-
hibit will run from April 
3 through May 14 in the 
Tibbits art gallery.

Tickets for the Satur-
day premiere are $45 or 
$75 with the VIP recep-
tion. Tickets for the Sun-
day matinee are $10, $8 
for Tibbits members and 
$5 for students. They are 
available online at www.
Tibbits.org, at the Tib-
bits o"  ce at 93 West 
Chicago St. or by calling 
278-6029.

WORK CONTINUES

Balcony installed at Tibbits

Preservation crews installed the balcony at the Tibbits Opera House recently and will work through this 
week completing the final touches. The remaining details include the brackets, some trim, the light sculp-
tures and the ornate dragons which will grace the corners of the roof. Completion of the facade will also 
allow for the completion of the documentary which is being filmed on the restoration work. COURTESY PHOTO

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — The 
month-long celebration of 
reading at the Coldwater 
Branch of the Branch Dis-
trict Library will kick o!  
this Saturday at 11 a.m. on 
the third fl oor Kidsplace.

“The Doctor is in — Dr. 
Seuss, that is” is the theme 

as local celebrities will be 
reading their favorite Dr. 
Seuss stories.

Featured stories include 
“Oh The Places You'll Go!” 
read by Peter Rogovich, Jef-
ferson School Principal; 
“The Sneetches,” read by 
Legg Middle School teach-
er Janine Sharrard and The 
Daily Reporter editor Jamie 
Barrand reading “And to 

Think I Saw it on Mulber-
ry Street” and “Are You My 
Mother?”

Other activities will be of-
fered throughout the day 
with March Reading logs 
also available. Top partici-
pants will receive prizes.

Reading Month is a way 
to encourage reading and 
to support success in school. 
Parents can read aloud to 

their children and ask ques-
tions about content and pic-
tures to strengthen com-
prehension. If the child can 
read, take turns reading 
aloud.

Parents are the most in-
fl uential model in a child's 
life — it's important to make 
reading fun.

COLDWATER BRANCH LIBRARY

Reading Month celebrated with special events

SEE PRISON,  A3

SEE LIBRARY,  A3

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

WARSAW IND. — From 
yesterday’s spring like feel 
winter returns today ac-
cording to the Nation-
al Weather Service (NWS) 
which has issued a winter 
storm advisory.

Southern Michigan and 
Branch county will see the 
worst of the snow through 
Wednesday night into 
Thursday that could see ac-
cumulations up to six inch-
es. Ice is expected in mid-
Indiana turning to snow 
toward I-80/90 into north-
west Ohio.

Nasty travel is in store. 
The storm will pack a sev-
eral-hour period with wind-
swept heavy snow and low 
visibility in our area. Snow 
covered to slushy with icy 
spots road conditions are 
expected through tomorrow 
. Blowing and drifting snow 
will also be a problem.

The Alberta clipper will 
send temperatures toward 
freezing as far south as 
north Florida. Little sun is 
expected through Friday.

BAD WEATHER 

Winter 
storm 
expected 
through 
Thursday

ONLY  IN PRINT

Snow and icy roads caused 
a semi trailer to jack knife 
across the southbound lanes 
of I-69 Wednesday just be-
fore 9 a.m. DON REID PHOTO
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COLDWATER — An 
emotional Branch County 
Circuit Judge Bill O’Grady 
told Mariela Valle-Flores 
Monday that “Children are 
supposed to be protected by 
their parents.”

He then imposed a sen-
tence of three years, two 
months to 15 years in pris-
on after Valle-Flores plead-
ed no contest to the involun-
tary manslaughter death of 
her 5-month-old daughter 
Diane Perez on Feb. 4, 2012.

Diane was a twin.
Flores, 23, told the judge, 

“I love my children with all 
my life. If I could give my life 
for them I would.”

She asked the judge “to 
look at my life and through 
the accusations.”

Defense attorney David 
Moore told the court Flores 
came from a good family but 
su! ered from abuse herself 
as a child.

“Being a mother is the 
most di"  cult job in the 
world. It never quits,” he 
said, noting that Valle-
Flores' twins required feed-
ing every hour. “She had no 
time for sleep.”

O’Grady pointed out Di-
ane died from blunt force 
trauma to the head and had 
su! ered skull fractures and 
bleeding in the brain. There 
were breaks in her right hu-
merus and left tibia and to 
three ribs, all of which were 
healing.

“This is not an accidental 
death,” he said. “This is mal-
ice. This child su! ered over 
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Valle-Flores gets prison time in daughter’s death

Mariela Valle-Flores and her attorney David Moore wait for Branch Circuit Judge Bill 
O’Grady to impose sentence for Valle-Flores Monday. Valle-Flores received a three 
years, two months- to 15-year sentence for the involuntary manslaughter death of 
her 5-month-old daughter, which occurred Feb. 4, 2012. DON REID PHOTO

The Daily Reporter

COLDWATER — After 
nearly a year of construc-
tion work, restoration of 
Tibbits Opera House’s or-
nate façade nears its fi nal 
completion and the the-
atre prepares to celebrate.

Preservation crews 
installed the balcony 
Wednesday and will work 
through this week com-
pleting the fi nal touches. 
The remaining details in-
clude the brackets, some 
trim, the light sculptures 
and the ornate drag-
ons which will grace the 

corners of the roof. Com-
pletion of the façade will 
also allow for the comple-
tion of the documentary 
which is being fi lmed on 
the restoration work.

Tibbits will host a cele-
bration of the restoration 
the weekend of April 27 
and 28, 2013. The event, 
“Refl ections on a Legacy” 
centers on the world pre-
miere of the Tibbits doc-
umentary—”Old Build-
ings: The Restoration and 
Preservation of the Tib-
bits Opera House.” There 
will be two showings of 
the fi lm by Mike Mort of 

Equity Studios. The Sat-
urday night premiere will 
include the dedication of 
the façade with special 
guests from the political 
and preservation worlds. 
There will be a VIP recep-
tion available before the 
screening and the eve-
ning will conclude with a 
celebratory fi nale. A sec-
ond family showing of the 
documentary will be held 
on Sunday as a matinee.

Central to the “Refl ec-
tions on a Legacy” event 
is an art exhibit “Cur-
tain Call” which focuses 
on the theatre’s history, 

architecture and artifacts 
as well as interpretations 
of the theme by contem-
porary artists. The ex-
hibit will run from April 
3 through May 14 in the 
Tibbits art gallery.

Tickets for the Satur-
day premiere are $45 or 
$75 with the VIP recep-
tion. Tickets for the Sun-
day matinee are $10, $8 
for Tibbits members and 
$5 for students. They are 
available online at www.
Tibbits.org, at the Tib-
bits o"  ce at 93 West 
Chicago St. or by calling 
278-6029.
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Balcony installed at Tibbits

Preservation crews installed the balcony at the Tibbits Opera House recently and will work through this 
week completing the final touches. The remaining details include the brackets, some trim, the light sculp-
tures and the ornate dragons which will grace the corners of the roof. Completion of the facade will also 
allow for the completion of the documentary which is being filmed on the restoration work. COURTESY PHOTO
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as local celebrities will be 
reading their favorite Dr. 
Seuss stories.
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ferson School Principal; 
“The Sneetches,” read by 
Legg Middle School teach-
er Janine Sharrard and The 
Daily Reporter editor Jamie 
Barrand reading “And to 

Think I Saw it on Mulber-
ry Street” and “Are You My 
Mother?”

Other activities will be of-
fered throughout the day 
with March Reading logs 
also available. Top partici-
pants will receive prizes.

Reading Month is a way 
to encourage reading and 
to support success in school. 
Parents can read aloud to 

their children and ask ques-
tions about content and pic-
tures to strengthen com-
prehension. If the child can 
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Wednesday night into 
Thursday that could see ac-
cumulations up to six inch-
es. Ice is expected in mid-
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covered to slushy with icy 
spots road conditions are 
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Leona “Marlene” Pfost
AGE 77, OF KINDERHOOK TWP.

KINDERHOOK TWP. – Leona “Marlene” Pfost, 
77, of Kinderhook Twp., passed away February 25, 
2013 at her home surrounded by her family.

A memorial service will be held at 11:00 AM on 
Friday March 1, 2013 at Dutcher Funeral Home in 
Coldwater with Pastor Shayne Looper of Lockwood 
Community Church o!  ciating. A gathering of family 
and friends will be held prior to the memorial service 
beginning at 10:00 AM at the funeral home.

Marlene was born April 22, 1935 in Coldwater, 
Michigan to Wesley L. & Leona (DeVoe) Woods and 
was a lifelong resident of Branch County. She gradu-
ated from Coldwater High School in 1953 and mar-
ried Lee Allen Pfost on May 22, 1955 in Coldwater. 
Marlene worked for Gambles –Skogmo as a secretary 
for many years, retiring in 1979.

She was a member of the Order of the Eastern Star 
Chapter #1 “The oldest in the world”, she loved play-
ing bingo, and enjoyed knitting and cross stitching 
for family and friends. She had a deep love for her 
family and cherished the times when her family was 
all together.

Marlene is survived by her husband Lee, her son 
Mark (Doreen) Pfost of Elroy, WI; her daughters Ja-
nis Pfost , Jill (Doug) Harvey, her former daughter-
in-law Kristi Pfost, her brother Alfred “Al” Woods all 
of Coldwater, her grandchildren Joseph Harvey, Matt 
Harvey, Heath Harvey, Nathan Pfost, Amanda Pfost, 
Nicholas Pfost, Andrew Hugener – Solano and her 7 
great grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her brothers Paul 
Woods, Earl Woods, Ralph Woods and her grandson 
Brent Lee Harvey.

Memorials may be directed to CHC Home Health 
and Hospice. www.dutcherfh.com

Cheryl Hughes Yuhl
AGE 64, OF COLDWATER

CHARLOTTE – Cheryl Hughes Yuhl, 64 of Cold-
water died Monday February 25, 2013 in Charlotte, 
MI. Arrangements are pending at the Gillespie Fu-
neral Home Coldwater.

Visit WWW.gillespiefh.com to leave a message or 
condolences to the family.

OBITUARIES

DEAR DOCTOR K: I’m 
planning a diving vacation. 
A friend told me it’s not safe 
to fl y within 24 hours of 
diving. Why not?

DEAR READER: I’m not 
a diver myself, so I had to 
do some research to answer 
your question. The concern 
with fl ying soon after diving 
(or rising too quickly to the 
surface of the water after 
a deep dive) is something 
called decompression sick-
ness. It’s also known as “the 
bends.”

When you scuba dive, 
you breathe compressed air 
from a tank. That air con-
tains high amounts of two 
gases, oxygen and nitrogen 
-- higher than are normally 
in the air around us.

The deeper you dive, the 
more pressure you’re under. 
That causes the nitrogen to 
stop being a gas; it dissolves 
into your blood, becoming 
a liquid, where it remains 
during your dive. Your body 
slowly eliminates the nitro-
gen, primarily in your urine.

As you swim back to-
ward the surface after a 
deep dive, the water pres-
sure around you decreases. 
If this transition occurs too 
quickly, the liquid nitrogen 
forms bubbles in your tis-
sues or blood that can dam-
age the walls of blood ves-
sels. These bubbles also can 
block normal blood fl ow 
in the same way that little 
blood clots can.

Decompression sickness 
can cause a variety of symp-
toms: joint pain, dizziness, 
headache, di!  culty think-
ing clearly, extreme fatigue, 
weakness in the arms or 
legs, or rash. The symptoms 
you get depend on the or-
gans in which blood fl ow is 
blocked.

It can take a while for the 
symptoms of decompres-
sion sickness to appear. You 
can get back up to the sur-
face of the water without 
symptoms, but then expe-
rience them for up to 24 
hours thereafter.

To minimize your risk 
of decompression sickness 
while diving:

■ Dive and rise slowly in 
the water, and don’t stay at 
your deepest depth longer 
than recommended. Scu-
ba divers typically use dive 
tables that show how long 
they can remain at a given 
depth.

■ Don’t drink alcohol be-
fore diving. Alcohol makes 
the brain more vulnerable 
to injury by the nitrogen 
bubbles.

■ Avoid hot tubs, saunas 
or hot baths after diving.

You asked about not fl y-
ing. As a plane climbs high-
er, the surrounding air 
pressure gets progressive-
ly lower. Although the plane 
keeps cabin pressure high-
er than the real air pres-
sure outside the plane, the 
cabin pressure still is lower 
than the air pressure on the 
ground. That encourages 
any remaining liquid nitro-
gen in your blood to form 
bubbles and cause decom-
pression sickness. For that 
reason, you should wait 24 
to 48 hours after diving be-
fore fl ying.
Dr. Komaro!  is a physician 
and professor at Harvard 
Medical School. To send 
questions, go to AskDoctorK.
com, or write: Ask Doctor 
K, 10 Shattuck St., Second 
Floor, Boston, MA 02115.

Avoid ’the 
bends’ by 
taking 
diving 
precautions

DEAR ABBY: “Harold” 
and I have been married for 
more than 20 years and have 
three children ranging in age 
from teen to toddler. We are 
both college graduates and 
held middle-management 
jobs until recently.

Two years ago, Harold was 
o" ered a temporary job in 
an exotic location in anoth-
er country. We jumped at the 
chance. I can’t work due to 
the regulations here, but the 
money is good.

Now that I’m not working, 
Harold suddenly believes he 
has the right to tell me what 
to do, how to manage dai-
ly activities, how to care for 
the children, etc. When we 
explore our host country, he 
loses his temper if I take a 
photo of something he has 
already photographed.

At Halloween, we invit-
ed some local friends over to 
share the American tradi-
tion of pumpkin carving. He 
literally took the knife out of 
my hand and shouldered me 
out of the way so he could do 
it. In previous years, he had 
no interest in this activity – 
the children and I carved the 
pumpkins.

These are just two exam-
ples, but the scrutiny is daily 
and relentless. I am instruct-
ed how to do the laundry, 
wash dishes, clean the stove, 
on and on.

How do I deal with this 
new controlling behavior? If 
I address it when it happens, 
he becomes nasty. I have 
tried discussing his over-
all change in attitude, but he 
says I am “imagining” it. If I 
ignore his “suggestions,” it re-
sults in angry outbursts.
– JUST ABOUT HAD IT

DEAR JUST ABOUT HAD 
IT: Your husband may be 
stressed in his new job and 
no longer feel in control, 
which is why he is attempt-
ing to control you. Or, be-
cause he is now the sole wage 
earner, he may feel “entitled” 
to dictate your every move. If 
you are now living in a male-
dominated culture where 
women have no rights, his 
thinking may be infl uenced 
by the men around him.

If marriage counseling is 
available, I urge you to get 
some. If that’s not possible, 
perhaps a long vacation for 
you and the children with 
your family would defuse the 
tension.

DEAR ABBY: My son re-
cently committed suicide. He 
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– SUFFERING IN OHIO
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gail Van Buren, also known 
as Jeanne Phillips, and was 
founded by her mother, Pau-
line Phillips. Write Dear Ab-
by at www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, 
CA 90069.

Husband’s 
use of micro-
management 
wears thin

March Reading Month 
at the library is open to 
pre-school through high 
school aged children. 
Completed logs should 
be turned in to the Kid-
splace by March 31 to re-
ceive prizes.

Kidsplace also of-
fers story hour and play 
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Tuesdays are senso-
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5 is o" ered and Friday’s 
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For more informa-
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LIBRARY
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a period of time.”
Flores called for an am-

bulance around 11 a.m. 
the day of Diane's death, 
asking for medical help 
to come to her Brook-
fi eld Apartment in Bron-
son because the baby had 
stopped breathing. This 
was three hours after Di-
ane's father had gone to 
the gym.

Valle-Flores told Bron-
son Police the baby fell 
o"  a couch the night be-
fore. Transported by Air-
Care to Bronson Meth-
odist Hospital pediatric 
intensive care, the child 
was in a coma and brain 
dead until taken o"  life 
support. The girl’s twin 
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sister showed no signs of 
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6-year-old son, who lives 
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may have been a victim of 
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“Enough is enough.”

PRISON
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SEE A5 FOR MORE OBITUARIES

Thursday, 
Feb. 21, 2013
■ Suspicious person, 400 
block of St. Joseph St., 
12:39 a.m.
■ Car/deer accident (CD), 
100 block of E. Barnhart 
Rd., 12:46 a.m.
■ Assault, 400 block of E. 
Grant St., 9:08 a.m.
■ CD, 1000 block of Athens 
Rd., 9:38 a.m.
■ Animal complaint (AC), 
600 block of King Rd., 11:09 
a.m.
■ AC, 800 block of Claren-
don Rd., 12:37 p.m.
■ Threat, 60 block of S. 
Clay St., 12:48 p.m.
■ Larceny, 400 block of W. 
Chicago St., 1:39 p.m.
■ Suspicious person, 300 
block of E. Chicago St., 
2:46 p.m.

■ AC, 900 block of W. Chi-
cago Rd., 4:45 p.m.
■ Oven fi re, 30 block of 
Pine Tree Ln., 4:46 p.m.
■ Suspicious person, 20 
block of W. Chicago St., 
6:24 p.m.
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block of Morse St., 8:47 
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Friday, 
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■ Larceny, 400 block of W. 
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■ Animal complaint, 200 
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block of Ellen St., 11:11 a.m.
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dent (PDA), 1085 NB, 11:27 

a.m.
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p.m.
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p.m.
■ Car/deer accident (CD), 
900 block of Jonesville Rd., 
7:58 p.m.
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911 LOG
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BRANCH COUNTY
ANIMAL SHELTER

168 South Ray Quincy Road
Quincy, MI • 639-3210

Hours: Monday & Friday: 9 am - 1 pm    
Tuesday & Wednesday

& Thursday 9 am - 4:30 pm
www.countyofbranch.com

PET ADOPTION FEE: $6000

$50 refund after your new pet is spayed/neutered

Loveable.

Adorable.

Adoptable.

UNION TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF REVIEW

LOCATION 191 N BROADWAY

Organizational Meeting on 
March 5, 2013 at 6 pm

Union Township Board of Review will meet for
taxpayer appeal of assessed and/or taxable value:

March 11, 2013
2:00 to 5:00 and 6:00 to 9:00 PM

March 13, 2013
8:00 to 12:00 and 1:00 to 3:00

Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or
services should contact the township office in
writing at 191 N. Broadway St. Union City, MI
49094 or by phone at 517-741-4169.

Ralph Strong, Supervisor

COLDWATER TOWNSHIP
The COLDWATER TOWNSHIP BOARD

OF 
REVIEW will meet as follows:

COLDWATER TOWNSHIP HALL
319 SPRAGUE ROAD 

TUESDAY MARCH 5, 2013
3:00 PM – ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

&
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 2013

1PM – 4PM & 6PM – 9 PM &
THURSDAY, MARCH, 14, 2013

9AM – Noon & 1:30PM – 4:30PM 
FOR BOARD OF REVIEW HEARING DATES

COLDWATER TOWNSHIP TAXPAYERS MAY
APPEAL BY LETTER, PROVIDED THE PROTEST

LETTER IS RECEIVED PRIOR TO MARCH 14, 2013

JOHN R KOPACZ JR - SUPERVISOR
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By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — An 
18-year-old Coldwa-
ter woman faces criminal 
charges after being accused 
of having a sexual relation-
ship with a 14-year-old boy.

Alicia King was charged 
with three counts of crim-
inal sexual conduct (CSC) 
third degree after the 
boy admitted he had sex 
with her on numerous 
occasions.

Michigan State Police 
began the investigation in 

August after an informant 
told them King was preg-
nant and the boy was the 
father.

The teen told troopers 
he initiated the sexual re-
lationship with the then 
17-year-old King. He said 
they had sex on numerous 
occasions.

Under Michigan law the 
age of consent for both 

male and females is 16 
years old.

The seven-months preg-
nant King said she has not 
had any contact with the 
boy since August when po-
lice became involved.

According to the prob-
able cause a!  davit charg-
es also have been issued 
against a male who alleg-
edly participated in sexual 

activities with both the 
14-year-old boy and King.

King is charged with three 
counts of CSC third degree, 
a 15-year felony which re-
quires mandatory prison 
time upon conviction.

Branch County District 
Judge Brent Weigle set 
bond at $10,000 and sched-
uled a preliminary exami-
nation for March 18.

CSC

Woman accused in sex case
18-year-old Coldwater woman is accused 
of sexual relations with 14-year-old boy

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — 
Branch County Prosecu-
tor Ralph Kimble was not 

happy with 
the plea 
deal for Da-
vid Tonkov-
ich that was 
o" ered fi rst 
by the pre-
vious pros-
ecutor’s 
o!  ce.

Tonkov-
ich, 42, of 
Coldwater 
and Richard 
Wolfi nger, 
41, of Grand 

Ledge admitted they were 
growing marijuana local-
ly. Under the agreement if 

NO PRISON TIME IN 
MARIJUANA CASE

Kimble 
unhappy 
with plea 
deal

Tonkovich

Wolfinger

Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

QUINCY — Skyler Mc-
Gee, a member of Boy Scout 
Troop No. 487, is working 
toward achieving the high-
est scouting rank — Eagle 
Scout.

McGee’s fi rst life service 
project was dedicated to the 
Humane Society of Branch 
County in Quincy.

“I’ve always like animals 
— we have 13 animals — I’m 
happy because I wanted a 
lot of donations for the ani-
mals,” said McGee.

McGee started Cub Scouts 
in fi rst grade. His moth-
er, Rhonda Nagle, was the 
leader and is now the leader 
of Troop No. 487.

“It’s the top ranking in Boy 

Scouts and it takes so much 
dedication and self-disci-
pline to make it through to 
Eagle Scouts,” said Nagle.

Through his e" orts, Mc-
Gee was able to donate 
$420 in cash, 700 pounds of 
dry dog food, 60 cans of wet 
dog food, 29 toys, 10 bowls, 
65 pounds of dry cat food, 
47 pounds of cat litter, eight 
bottles of laundry soap and 
60 leashes and collars.

Donations poured in 
from family and friends, 
the Branch County Sher-
i" ’s O!  ce and Sheri"  John 
Pollack.

McGee began receiving 
donations on Jan. 30 and 
set up donation tables at 
Family Fare and Adventure 
Zone.

Included in the donations 

to the HSBC were a large 
donation sign and a dog 
bone-shaped monument in 
memory of Patty Sta" ord. 
Homer Monument in Hom-
er donated half the cost and 
made the stone monument.

Sta" ord was a founding 
member of the HSBC and 
worked several years to fi nd 
many dogs and cats loving 
homes in the Branch Coun-
ty area.

McGee and Nagle were 
life-long friends of Sta" ord 
and her family and want-
ed to do something in re-
membrance of her and the 
HSBC.

McGee has a second life 
service project to com-
plete and he said, “I’ll be 
doing something else for 
the animals.”

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

McGee donates to the HSBC 

Left to Right: Jack Fyfe, Skyler McGee, Michelle and Matt Pridgeon and Jan Nageld-
inger receive large donations to feed the animals. 

Peter Rogovich, Principal at Je" erson Elementary, reading “Oh, the Places You’ll Go! 
by Dr. Seuss to kick of March is Reading Month at the Coldwater Branch Library. Li-
brarian, Linda Dull sits with the children as they listen to the story. 

MARCH IS READING MONTH

The places you’ll go

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — Reg-
istration time for the 
2013-14 school year is fast 
approaching.

On Monday from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. St. Charles Bor-
romeo Catholic School 
will host an open house 
for prospective and transi-
tional students interested 
in preschool through sixth 
grade classes.

Preschool programs are 
o" ered to students 3-4 
years old.

Parents and students 
can expect to have a tour of 
the building with the prin-
cipal, teachers, student 
council and board mem-
bers onsite.

Student council 

members will be show-
ing students “The build-
ing through the student’s 
experience,” said Brenda 
Mescher, principal at St. 
Charles Borromeo Catho-
lic School.

Registration packets and 
fi nancial information will 
be available at the open 
house.

Parents will also be 
asked to schedule a screen-
ing to take place on a later 
date in March. The screen-
ing will provide the school 
with the student’s academ-
ic and household back-
ground. Counting, object 
classifi cation and detail 
drawing will also be items 
involved in the screen-
ing process. In addition,   

SCHOOL REGISTRATION

St. Charles Borromeo Catholic School on Harrison 
Street in Coldwater.

St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic  
School Open House

SEE PLEA,  A2

SEE ST. CHARLES,  A2
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COLDWATER — An 
18-year-old Coldwa-
ter woman faces criminal 
charges after being accused 
of having a sexual relation-
ship with a 14-year-old boy.

Alicia King was charged 
with three counts of crim-
inal sexual conduct (CSC) 
third degree after the 
boy admitted he had sex 
with her on numerous 
occasions.

Michigan State Police 
began the investigation in 

August after an informant 
told them King was preg-
nant and the boy was the 
father.

The teen told troopers 
he initiated the sexual re-
lationship with the then 
17-year-old King. He said 
they had sex on numerous 
occasions.

Under Michigan law the 
age of consent for both 

male and females is 16 
years old.

The seven-months preg-
nant King said she has not 
had any contact with the 
boy since August when po-
lice became involved.

According to the prob-
able cause a!  davit charg-
es also have been issued 
against a male who alleg-
edly participated in sexual 

activities with both the 
14-year-old boy and King.

King is charged with three 
counts of CSC third degree, 
a 15-year felony which re-
quires mandatory prison 
time upon conviction.

Branch County District 
Judge Brent Weigle set 
bond at $10,000 and sched-
uled a preliminary exami-
nation for March 18.
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Gee, a member of Boy Scout 
Troop No. 487, is working 
toward achieving the high-
est scouting rank — Eagle 
Scout.

McGee’s fi rst life service 
project was dedicated to the 
Humane Society of Branch 
County in Quincy.

“I’ve always like animals 
— we have 13 animals — I’m 
happy because I wanted a 
lot of donations for the ani-
mals,” said McGee.

McGee started Cub Scouts 
in fi rst grade. His moth-
er, Rhonda Nagle, was the 
leader and is now the leader 
of Troop No. 487.

“It’s the top ranking in Boy 

Scouts and it takes so much 
dedication and self-disci-
pline to make it through to 
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can expect to have a tour of 
the building with the prin-
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bers onsite.
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happy because I wanted a 
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Scouts and it takes so much 
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pline to make it through to 
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dog food, 29 toys, 10 bowls, 
65 pounds of dry cat food, 
47 pounds of cat litter, eight 
bottles of laundry soap and 
60 leashes and collars.

Donations poured in 
from family and friends, 
the Branch County Sher-
i" ’s O!  ce and Sheri"  John 
Pollack.

McGee began receiving 
donations on Jan. 30 and 
set up donation tables at 
Family Fare and Adventure 
Zone.

Included in the donations 

to the HSBC were a large 
donation sign and a dog 
bone-shaped monument in 
memory of Patty Sta" ord. 
Homer Monument in Hom-
er donated half the cost and 
made the stone monument.

Sta" ord was a founding 
member of the HSBC and 
worked several years to fi nd 
many dogs and cats loving 
homes in the Branch Coun-
ty area.

McGee and Nagle were 
life-long friends of Sta" ord 
and her family and want-
ed to do something in re-
membrance of her and the 
HSBC.

McGee has a second life 
service project to com-
plete and he said, “I’ll be 
doing something else for 
the animals.”

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

McGee donates to the HSBC 

Left to Right: Jack Fyfe, Skyler McGee, Michelle and Matt Pridgeon and Jan Nageld-
inger receive large donations to feed the animals. 

Peter Rogovich, Principal at Je" erson Elementary, reading “Oh, the Places You’ll Go! 
by Dr. Seuss to kick of March is Reading Month at the Coldwater Branch Library. Li-
brarian, Linda Dull sits with the children as they listen to the story. 

MARCH IS READING MONTH

The places you’ll go

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — Reg-
istration time for the 
2013-14 school year is fast 
approaching.

On Monday from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. St. Charles Bor-
romeo Catholic School 
will host an open house 
for prospective and transi-
tional students interested 
in preschool through sixth 
grade classes.

Preschool programs are 
o" ered to students 3-4 
years old.

Parents and students 
can expect to have a tour of 
the building with the prin-
cipal, teachers, student 
council and board mem-
bers onsite.

Student council 

members will be show-
ing students “The build-
ing through the student’s 
experience,” said Brenda 
Mescher, principal at St. 
Charles Borromeo Catho-
lic School.

Registration packets and 
fi nancial information will 
be available at the open 
house.

Parents will also be 
asked to schedule a screen-
ing to take place on a later 
date in March. The screen-
ing will provide the school 
with the student’s academ-
ic and household back-
ground. Counting, object 
classifi cation and detail 
drawing will also be items 
involved in the screen-
ing process. In addition,   

SCHOOL REGISTRATION

St. Charles Borromeo Catholic School on Harrison 
Street in Coldwater.

St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic  
School Open House

SEE PLEA,  A2

SEE ST. CHARLES,  A2

ONLY  IN PRINT

THE  DAILY NEWSPAPER 
FOR BRANCH COUNTY — 
COVERING COLDWATER, 

BRONSON, QUINCY, UNION 
CITY AND TEKONSHA

MORE INSIDE

FOLLOW US

TO SUBSCRIBE
Contact 517-278-2318 for 
delivery and subscription 
information.

INDEX
Advice ................................. A3
Classifi eds .......................... A6
Comics .................................A7
County Life ......................... A8
Obituaries ...............A2, A3, A5
Opinion ............................... A4
Sports ........................B1, B3-4

ADVICE

Dear Abby answers 
readers’ questions. 
Page A3
 

COUNTY LIFE

Power up with deli-
cious protein-rich reci-
pes. Page A8
 

OPINION

Jamie Barrand
There’s nothing like a 
mother’s love. Page A4
 

■ Morning Minutes
■ TV Guide entertain-
ment news
■ Latest blogs

These items appear 
only at www.thedai-
lyreporter.com.
 

■ County Life, Page A8
■ Ask Dr. K, Page A3

These items appear 
only in today’s print 
edition.
 

DIA MASSEY

JOURNEY ENDS WITH 
EXPERIENCE OF LIFETIME
SEE PAGE A4

NEWS

MCLAUGHLIN FAMILY 
STARTS FUND AT BCCF
SEE PAGE A2

TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 2013

75 CENTS

ONLY  ONLINE

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — An 
18-year-old Coldwa-
ter woman faces criminal 
charges after being accused 
of having a sexual relation-
ship with a 14-year-old boy.

Alicia King was charged 
with three counts of crim-
inal sexual conduct (CSC) 
third degree after the 
boy admitted he had sex 
with her on numerous 
occasions.

Michigan State Police 
began the investigation in 

August after an informant 
told them King was preg-
nant and the boy was the 
father.

The teen told troopers 
he initiated the sexual re-
lationship with the then 
17-year-old King. He said 
they had sex on numerous 
occasions.

Under Michigan law the 
age of consent for both 

male and females is 16 
years old.

The seven-months preg-
nant King said she has not 
had any contact with the 
boy since August when po-
lice became involved.

According to the prob-
able cause a!  davit charg-
es also have been issued 
against a male who alleg-
edly participated in sexual 

activities with both the 
14-year-old boy and King.

King is charged with three 
counts of CSC third degree, 
a 15-year felony which re-
quires mandatory prison 
time upon conviction.

Branch County District 
Judge Brent Weigle set 
bond at $10,000 and sched-
uled a preliminary exami-
nation for March 18.

CSC

Woman accused in sex case
18-year-old Coldwater woman is accused 
of sexual relations with 14-year-old boy

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

COLDWATER — 
Branch County Prosecu-
tor Ralph Kimble was not 

happy with 
the plea 
deal for Da-
vid Tonkov-
ich that was 
o" ered fi rst 
by the pre-
vious pros-
ecutor’s 
o!  ce.

Tonkov-
ich, 42, of 
Coldwater 
and Richard 
Wolfi nger, 
41, of Grand 

Ledge admitted they were 
growing marijuana local-
ly. Under the agreement if 

NO PRISON TIME IN 
MARIJUANA CASE

Kimble 
unhappy 
with plea 
deal

Tonkovich

Wolfinger

Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

QUINCY — Skyler Mc-
Gee, a member of Boy Scout 
Troop No. 487, is working 
toward achieving the high-
est scouting rank — Eagle 
Scout.

McGee’s fi rst life service 
project was dedicated to the 
Humane Society of Branch 
County in Quincy.

“I’ve always like animals 
— we have 13 animals — I’m 
happy because I wanted a 
lot of donations for the ani-
mals,” said McGee.

McGee started Cub Scouts 
in fi rst grade. His moth-
er, Rhonda Nagle, was the 
leader and is now the leader 
of Troop No. 487.

“It’s the top ranking in Boy 

Scouts and it takes so much 
dedication and self-disci-
pline to make it through to 
Eagle Scouts,” said Nagle.

Through his e" orts, Mc-
Gee was able to donate 
$420 in cash, 700 pounds of 
dry dog food, 60 cans of wet 
dog food, 29 toys, 10 bowls, 
65 pounds of dry cat food, 
47 pounds of cat litter, eight 
bottles of laundry soap and 
60 leashes and collars.

Donations poured in 
from family and friends, 
the Branch County Sher-
i" ’s O!  ce and Sheri"  John 
Pollack.

McGee began receiving 
donations on Jan. 30 and 
set up donation tables at 
Family Fare and Adventure 
Zone.

Included in the donations 

to the HSBC were a large 
donation sign and a dog 
bone-shaped monument in 
memory of Patty Sta" ord. 
Homer Monument in Hom-
er donated half the cost and 
made the stone monument.

Sta" ord was a founding 
member of the HSBC and 
worked several years to fi nd 
many dogs and cats loving 
homes in the Branch Coun-
ty area.

McGee and Nagle were 
life-long friends of Sta" ord 
and her family and want-
ed to do something in re-
membrance of her and the 
HSBC.

McGee has a second life 
service project to com-
plete and he said, “I’ll be 
doing something else for 
the animals.”

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

McGee donates to the HSBC 

Left to Right: Jack Fyfe, Skyler McGee, Michelle and Matt Pridgeon and Jan Nageld-
inger receive large donations to feed the animals. 

Peter Rogovich, Principal at Je" erson Elementary, reading “Oh, the Places You’ll Go! 
by Dr. Seuss to kick of March is Reading Month at the Coldwater Branch Library. Li-
brarian, Linda Dull sits with the children as they listen to the story. 

MARCH IS READING MONTH

The places you’ll go

By Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — Reg-
istration time for the 
2013-14 school year is fast 
approaching.

On Monday from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. St. Charles Bor-
romeo Catholic School 
will host an open house 
for prospective and transi-
tional students interested 
in preschool through sixth 
grade classes.

Preschool programs are 
o" ered to students 3-4 
years old.

Parents and students 
can expect to have a tour of 
the building with the prin-
cipal, teachers, student 
council and board mem-
bers onsite.

Student council 

members will be show-
ing students “The build-
ing through the student’s 
experience,” said Brenda 
Mescher, principal at St. 
Charles Borromeo Catho-
lic School.

Registration packets and 
fi nancial information will 
be available at the open 
house.

Parents will also be 
asked to schedule a screen-
ing to take place on a later 
date in March. The screen-
ing will provide the school 
with the student’s academ-
ic and household back-
ground. Counting, object 
classifi cation and detail 
drawing will also be items 
involved in the screen-
ing process. In addition,   

SCHOOL REGISTRATION

St. Charles Borromeo Catholic School on Harrison 
Street in Coldwater.

St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic  
School Open House

SEE PLEA,  A2

SEE ST. CHARLES,  A2
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COLDWATER — Know-
ing that there are many local 
needs that aren’t being met, 
Rosella McLaughlin and her 
son, Dr. Jerry McLaughlin, 
have created a legacy fund 
at the Branch County Com-
munity Foundation (BC-
CF) to meet those needs and 
to honor members of their 
family who have passed — 
father and husband Ralph 
McLaughlin and sister and 
daughter Janean McLaugh-
lin Kistel. The fund will help 
support local libraries, 4-H 
clubs and Boy Scout troops.

Knowing the family had 
deep roots to Branch Coun-
ty, they were recently ap-
proached by a BCCF Board 
member, and the family 
was eager to set up the leg-
acy fund through the Foun-
dation’s Legacy Society. The 
Legacy Society recognizes 
individuals and couples who 
have notifi ed the Foundation 
that they have included the 
Foundation as a benefi ciary 
in their will or other deferred 
giving plan.

The McLaughlin’s have 

a strong tie to Coldwater. 
Ralph was born in 1914 in 
West Unity, Ohio, and Rosel-
la was born in 1918 in Burr 
Oak, and they were mar-
ried in 1937. They resided 
in Coldwater after marriage, 
and during the war owned 
the McLaughlin Feed Mill 
on Monroe Street. They both 
worked at the Coldwater 
State Home, Rosella owned 
a catering service, and then 
Ralph was a fur buyer after 
retirement.

The McLaughlin’s had 
two children, four grand-
children, and seven 
great-grandchildren.

Ralph passed away in 
2009; daughter Janean suc-
cumbed to breast cancer in 
1995.

When asked why they 
wanted to give back to the 
community, Jerry comment-
ed, “Because the communi-
ty supported us. During the 
war, the local farmers sup-
ported the feed mill business, 
and when dad didn’t have a 
steady job after the war the 
community hospital forgave 

our debts. We weren’t unique 
though; it was a tough time 
then, and it’s a tough time 
now for many organizations. 
The libraries, 4-H, and Boy 
Scouts gave us skills, educa-
tional tools, and a competi-
tive attitude to use long after 
we grew up began our life’s 
work.”

In addition to creating 
the legacy fund, the fam-
ily gave an immediate do-
nation of $5,000 directly to 
the Branch District Library 
through the BCCF.

“When I was a kid, I spent 
a lot of time reading but our 
family only had a couple of 
books, so I was at the library 
often. Donating to the library 
is just one way we can say 
thank you to the kind librar-
ians who found me books to 
read and who encouraged 
my interest in science at a 
young age,” said Jerry, whose 
career was spent as a profes-
sor and researcher.

The family also felt a con-
nection with 4-H since 
Ralph went to Michigan 
State University on a 4-H 

scholarship for some “short 
courses” in agriculture, and 
as a boy Jerry was a member 
of Boy Scout Troop 59 and 
moved on to become an Ea-
gle Scout.

“These community orga-
nizations helped shape who I 
am and how our family was 
able to grow and thrive in 
this competitive world.”

As many know, the Branch 
District Library and branch-
es recently put out a state-
ment saying decreasing 
millage funds, penal fi ne 
funds from the courts, and 
the poor economy in gener-
al make “the immediate fu-
ture admittedly a bit bleak. 
We’ve made some very pain-
ful cuts which we hope are 
temporary, but honestly we 
just don’t know what the fu-
ture holds.”

Donations like the 
McLaughlin’s will help sup-
port the local libraries dur-
ing this tough fi nancial time, 
and the McLaughlin’s hope 
that other local families will 
be encouraged to contribute 
through the BCCF.

HELPING LIBRARIES, CLUBS, TROOPS

McLaughlin family starts fund at BCCF

Stephen R. Mockler
AGE 71, OF BRONSON

BRONSON – Stephen 
R. Mockler, 71, of Bronson, 
passed away suddenly and 
peacefully on Friday, March 1, 
2013 at his home.

In keeping with Stephen’s 
wishes, cremation has taken 
place and a memorial service 
will be held at a later date. Ar-
rangements have been en-
trusted to Dutcher-Kolcz Funeral Home in Bronson.

Stephen was born on September 12, 1941 to Walter T. 
and Mary E. (Chapman) Mockler in Grand Falls, Victo-
ria Co., New Brunswick, Canada. He was the youngest 
of 7 children, graduating from Grand Falls High School 
in 1959. He served honorably in the Royal Canadian Na-
vy from 1959-1963, stationed in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Stephen moved to the United States in 1964 and 
made his home in Connecticut, where he began working 
for Pratt & Whitney, a fi rearms manufacturer. There he 
met his wife, Mary Lynn Jones, who he married on Oc-
tober 7, 1966 in Bristol, CT. The couple moved to Mich-
igan in 1970. Stephen worked for Levitt Building Sys-
tems in Battle Creek for several years. He later worked 
at the Narrows Restaurant in Coldwater and Associated 
Truck Lines. He fi nally retired from Consolidated Truck 
Lines in Fremont, IN after more than 10 years there.

Mr. Mockler enjoyed attending rallies with his Air-
stream camper, camping in the Smokey Mountains and 
playing games with his family. He also enjoyed shoot-
ing sports and was a member of the St. Joseph County 
Conservation Club. He was a loving husband, father and 
friend to many. He will be missed by all who knew him.

Stephen is survived by his wife of 46 years, Mary 
Lynn, his son Brian Mockler and his nieces June Federi-
co of New Orleans, LA, Mary Skoda of Montpelier, VT, 
Susan Iby of Montpelier, VT, Connie Checkley of Dowa-
giac, Tina Jones of Fountain and Molly Yank Warner of 
Robins, GA, his nephews Claude Mockler of Tewksbury, 
MA, Steven Mockler, Peter Mocklerl and Paul Mockler, 
all of Bristol, CT and his great-nieces and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by his parents, his sisters Doro-
thy, Alice and Doris, his brothers Hugh, Babe and Jack 
and his nephews Larry Jones and Walter "Buddy" Rock.

Memorial contributions may be directed to the Salva-
tion Army or the local food pantry, as Stephen and Mary 
Lynn were recipients of their great generosity following 
a house fi re years ago. www.dutcherfh.com

OBITUARIES (MORE ON A3, A5)

the school will screen how 
the student and teach-
er communicate in an ef-
fort to gain additional 
knowledge of the student’s 
capabilities.

With classrooms hav-
ing no more than 18 stu-
dents, St. Charles Borro-
meo Catholic School o! ers 
“A safe and secure place to 

educate, individual atten-
tion to each students and 
values being taught with 
faith lived,” school litera-
ture said.

Parents are urged to 
contact the school to make 
other arrangements if they 
are not able to attend the 
open house.

For more information or 
to get on the waiting list, 
contact St. Charles Bor-
romeo Catholic School at 
279-0404.

ST. CHARLES
From Page A1

both men complete proba-
tion the charge will be re-
duced from a four-year fel-
ony to a misdemeanor.

Wolfi nger was tak-
ing some marijuana for 
his own use, but Tonkov-
ich planned to sell the re-
mainder because of fi nan-
cial problems, defense 
attorney Aaron Bartell 
admitted.

Kimble did not condone 
Wolfi nger’s action, “but 
it was for personal use.” 
Tonkovich “wanted to be a 
drug dealer.”

“If I had the complete 
information he would 
not have gotten this deal,” 
Kimble said.

Michigan State Po-
lice o"  cers were tipped 
o!  Oct. 1 about Wolfi n-
ger’s criminal activities. 
O"  cers stopped Wolfi n-
ger, who was driving down 
I-69, and found marijuana 
leaves in his truck. Wolfi n-
ger had driven Tonkovich 
to fi elds near Fillmore and 

Lockwood Roads, where 
eight plants were removed 
from a cornfi eld. They 
were taken to Tonkov-
ich’s house on Valley Lane 
to hang and dry in the at-
tic. The two men also had 
cut more plants near River 
and Gower Roads.

MSP troopers had been 
following the pair for al-
most a whole day. Wolfi n-
ger said the person who 
tipped o!  police was sup-
posed to get some of the 
marijuana, but did not.

“I knew it was wrong 
from day one,” Wolfi nger 
admitted.

Branch County Circuit 
Judge Bill O’Grady sen-
tenced Wolfi nger to two 
years’ probation and sus-
pended all but 60 days 
of a six-month jail term. 
O’Grady suggested with 
fi ve prior arrests Wolfi nger 
needed to serve more than 
the 30 days total he had 
served before.

For Tonkovich, 
O’Grady ordered three 
years’ probation and a 
nine-month jail term, sus-
pending all time over six 

months.
Looking at Tonkovich’s 

past, starting while he 
was a student at Arizona 
State University, O’Grady 
said, “You ave been do-
ing the same thing at dif-
ferent levels over 22 years. 

You should have graduat-
ed college to make money
rather than grow dope.”

The judge did allow
work release for Tonkov-
ich, who is employed as a
bartender at the Marshall
Moose Lodge.

PLEA
From Page A1

Hand-crafted in the USA since 1969.

Relaxation at the Push of a Button
Close your eyes and envision what it’s like to spend the entire
day feeling refreshed, energized and relaxed. Imagine finding
relief from the symptoms of an injury or ailment. If you’ve
been dreaming about discovering this kind of comfort in a
bed, consider this fully customizable adjustable bed.
Then sleep on it.

Corner of Chicago &�Monroe
Downtown Coldwater

Hours: 9:30 - 5:30 Mon.-Thurs.,  9:30 - 7:00 Fri., 9:30 - 5:00 Sat.
Terms Available - (517) 278-8412

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TOWNSHIP OF COLDWATER

AMENDMENT TO TOWNSHIP ZONING
ORDINANCE

Tuesday, March 26, 2013 at 7:00 PM
The Coldwater Township Planning Commission has pro-
posed the following updates and changes to the Coldwater
Township Zoning Ordinance. A public hearing has been
scheduled to hear comments and consider these changes
and updates on Tuesday, March 26, 2013 at 7:00 PM at
the Coldwater Township Hall, 319 Sprague Road,
Coldwater, Michigan 49036.

Definitions for the following to be added to our Zoning
Ordinance;

- Under Article 3, Section 3.02 - Definitions.

GREENHOUSE. Growers/dealers and private individu-
als who grow and sell herbaceous perennial plants, includ-
ing biennials, small fruit plants and asparagus or rhubarb
roots, are required to be licensed with the Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development, Pesticide and Plant
Pest Management Division.

NURSERY. Any establishment which sells, offers for sale
or gives away nursery stock. Nursery stock means hardy
trees, shrubs, herbaceous perennials, rose bushes, mum
plants, small fruit plants, vines, bulbs and parts of these
plants capable of propagation. 

- Under Article 10, Section 10.02 - Use
Regulations. (Add the following;)

SPORTING GOODS SALES & SERVICE - Indoor
ranges only.

A complete copy of the amendments/additions to the
Ordinance will be available at the Public Hearing or prior
to the meeting from the Township Clerk as listed below.
Written comments may be sent to Coldwater Township
Clerk at 319 Sprague Road, Coldwater, MI 49036, 517-
279-9388, prior to March 25, 3013.

Ron Patch, Zoning Administrator
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 COLDWATER — The 
need for nicotine result-
ed in the arrest of Trinity 
Dove, 32, and his mother, 
Elizabeth Motley, 57, after 
a conspiracy to smuggle 
tobacco into the Branch 
County Jail was thwarted.

Branch County Sheri!  
O"  ce (BCSO) discovered 
an inmate trying to smug-
gle two packages of smok-
ing and chewing tobacco 
along with rolling papers 
back into the jail from the 
second fl oor courthouse 
holding cell Feb. 12.

The only non-prison-
er persons with access to 

the area are 
court o"  -
cers, security, 
and cleaning 
sta! .

BCSO 
Det/Sgt Dan 
Nichols con-
ducted an investigation 
and determined it was 
placed in the toilet area be-
tween Feb. 9th and 12th.

He also learned Mot-
ley cleaned the area and 
her son, Dove 32, was a 

prisoner in the jail. A re-
view of recorded telephone 
conversations between the 
jail over jail phones uncov-
ered the plot to leave the 
duct taped packages in the 
toilets to be smuggled back 
to the jail.

The probable cause af-
fi davit said when Motley, 
who is raising Dove’s chil-
dren, was confronted, she 
admitted the plan.

Both are charged with 
the fi ve year felony of 

conspiracy to introduce 
contraband into a correc-
tions facility. Prisoners are 
banned from possession of 
tobacco.

Dove is serving jail time 
until Aug. for possession 
of stolen property. He has 
prior convictions and is on 
parole for a 2004 Hillsdale 
conviction for breaking 
and entering. He was al-
so convicted in St. Joseph 

MOTHER, SON ARRESTED

Smuggling conspiracy thwarted

Dove

Mother and son arrested after allegedly 
attempting to smuggle tobacco into jail 

Coldwater High School senior Kylie Dudek brought home a Division 1 State 
Championship on Saturday at the MHSAA Individual Gymnastics Finals at 
Plymouth High School. Dudek was first in the uneven bars with a score of 
9.80 — breaking her own school record. Dudek was second in the all-around 
with a mark 35.7 For more on her performance, see page B1.  GARY BAKER PHOTO

FINISHING STRONG

Dudek brings home 
state championship 

Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

Coldwater — Gover-
nor Rick Snyder has an-
nounced that March is 
Developmental Disabili-
ties Awareness Month in 
Michigan--to invigorate an 
understanding in develop-
mental disabilities.

A developmental dis-
ability is defi ned as a “se-
vere, chronic disability at-
tributable to mental or 
physical impairment, or 
combination of such im-
pairments, which shows 
before the person is age 22 
and is likely to continue 
indefi nitely.”

According to Michigan.
gov website, “statewide, 
approximately 178,000 
adults and children have a 
developmental disability.”

Michigan’s Regional In-
clusive Community Co-
alitions along with oth-
er self- advocacy groups 
will be hosting educa-
tional and awareness 
events regarding the ma-
ny possibilities people with 

developmental disabilities 
have along with public pol-
icies a! ecting people with 
disabilities.

As stated in the cer-
tifi cate of proclamation 
signed by Snyder, “Every 
person, regardless of abil-
ity, has valuable strengths, 
infi nite capacity to learn 
and the potential to make 
important contributions to 
their communities.”

The Developmen-
tal Disabilities Council, a 
part of the Michigan De-
partment of Community 
Health, encourages Mich-
igan residents “to take the 
time to get to know some-
one with a developmental 
disability.”

The Certifi cation of 
Proclamation also agrees 
that families with devel-
opmental disabled indi-
viduals deserve acknowl-
edgment and admiration 
for their e! orts and com-
mitment with the ongoing 
support they provide.

The RICC was 

GOVERNOR RICK SNYDER

March is 
Developmental 
Disabilities 
Awareness Month

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

LITCHFIELD — Every 
17 seconds a door on the 
conveyor opens and an-
other used vehicle tires 
moves into the sealed 140 
foot high steel column 
designed to break down 
vehicle tires into gas.

Glen White, gener-
al manager of the Mich-
igan South Central Pow-
er Agency (MSCPA) 
said one tire produces 
enough fuel to provide a 
single family home with 

LITCHFIELD POWER PLANT

Tire recycling in operation Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

COLDWATER — On 
March 23 at 11:15 a.m. the 
Coldwater Branch of the 
Branch District Library will 
have a special visitor for chil-
dren and adults of all ages.

Abbey Adams, a trained 
service dog, will be in the 
Kids Place on the third fl oor 
of the Library.

The event is the Children’s 
version of the Library’s “One 
Book, One Community” 
read.

Abbey is excited to meet 
new friends at the Library 
and will help her human 
companions, Wade and Sue, 
share her story and their 
journey together. As part of 

the presentation Audrey Os-
ofsky’s book titled “My Bud-
dy” will be read.

“My Buddy” is based on 
a wheelchair-bound young 
boy with muscular dystro-
phy and his golden retriever 
helper dog, Buddy. The two 
close friends work together 
as a team to accomplish the 
many tasks a day brings.

For more informa-
tion contact the library at 
278-2341

KIDS PLACE

Special visitor at library

Abbey

A tire enters the power plant retort chamber seen on 
closed circuit TV
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 COLDWATER — The 
need for nicotine result-
ed in the arrest of Trinity 
Dove, 32, and his mother, 
Elizabeth Motley, 57, after 
a conspiracy to smuggle 
tobacco into the Branch 
County Jail was thwarted.

Branch County Sheri!  
O"  ce (BCSO) discovered 
an inmate trying to smug-
gle two packages of smok-
ing and chewing tobacco 
along with rolling papers 
back into the jail from the 
second fl oor courthouse 
holding cell Feb. 12.

The only non-prison-
er persons with access to 

the area are 
court o"  -
cers, security, 
and cleaning 
sta! .

BCSO 
Det/Sgt Dan 
Nichols con-
ducted an investigation 
and determined it was 
placed in the toilet area be-
tween Feb. 9th and 12th.

He also learned Mot-
ley cleaned the area and 
her son, Dove 32, was a 

prisoner in the jail. A re-
view of recorded telephone 
conversations between the 
jail over jail phones uncov-
ered the plot to leave the 
duct taped packages in the 
toilets to be smuggled back 
to the jail.

The probable cause af-
fi davit said when Motley, 
who is raising Dove’s chil-
dren, was confronted, she 
admitted the plan.

Both are charged with 
the fi ve year felony of 

conspiracy to introduce 
contraband into a correc-
tions facility. Prisoners are 
banned from possession of 
tobacco.

Dove is serving jail time 
until Aug. for possession 
of stolen property. He has 
prior convictions and is on 
parole for a 2004 Hillsdale 
conviction for breaking 
and entering. He was al-
so convicted in St. Joseph 
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Smuggling conspiracy thwarted

Dove

Mother and son arrested after allegedly 
attempting to smuggle tobacco into jail 
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Championship on Saturday at the MHSAA Individual Gymnastics Finals at 
Plymouth High School. Dudek was first in the uneven bars with a score of 
9.80 — breaking her own school record. Dudek was second in the all-around 
with a mark 35.7 For more on her performance, see page B1.  GARY BAKER PHOTO

FINISHING STRONG

Dudek brings home 
state championship 

Christy Hart-Harris
charris@thedailyreporter.com

Coldwater — Gover-
nor Rick Snyder has an-
nounced that March is 
Developmental Disabili-
ties Awareness Month in 
Michigan--to invigorate an 
understanding in develop-
mental disabilities.

A developmental dis-
ability is defi ned as a “se-
vere, chronic disability at-
tributable to mental or 
physical impairment, or 
combination of such im-
pairments, which shows 
before the person is age 22 
and is likely to continue 
indefi nitely.”

According to Michigan.
gov website, “statewide, 
approximately 178,000 
adults and children have a 
developmental disability.”

Michigan’s Regional In-
clusive Community Co-
alitions along with oth-
er self- advocacy groups 
will be hosting educa-
tional and awareness 
events regarding the ma-
ny possibilities people with 

developmental disabilities 
have along with public pol-
icies a! ecting people with 
disabilities.

As stated in the cer-
tifi cate of proclamation 
signed by Snyder, “Every 
person, regardless of abil-
ity, has valuable strengths, 
infi nite capacity to learn 
and the potential to make 
important contributions to 
their communities.”

The Developmen-
tal Disabilities Council, a 
part of the Michigan De-
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Health, encourages Mich-
igan residents “to take the 
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The Certifi cation of 
Proclamation also agrees 
that families with devel-
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COLDWATER — On 
March 23 at 11:15 a.m. the 
Coldwater Branch of the 
Branch District Library will 
have a special visitor for chil-
dren and adults of all ages.

Abbey Adams, a trained 
service dog, will be in the 
Kids Place on the third fl oor 
of the Library.

The event is the Children’s 
version of the Library’s “One 
Book, One Community” 
read.

Abbey is excited to meet 
new friends at the Library 
and will help her human 
companions, Wade and Sue, 
share her story and their 
journey together. As part of 

the presentation Audrey Os-
ofsky’s book titled “My Bud-
dy” will be read.

“My Buddy” is based on 
a wheelchair-bound young 
boy with muscular dystro-
phy and his golden retriever 
helper dog, Buddy. The two 
close friends work together 
as a team to accomplish the 
many tasks a day brings.
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