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Library board members
address funding woes

From staff reports

COLDWATER — “In the
13 years that I have been on
the Library Board we have
never been in a worse finan-
cial condition than we are
right now.”

These words, spoken by
Coldwater attorney Doro-
thy Cherry, rang out in the
Coldwater Township Hall
recently during the regu-
lar monthly meeting of the
Branch County Democrats.
Library Director Evette At-
kin and Cherry were asked
to come to explain to the
group the financial prob-
lems facing the library.

“Our library is in desper-
ate shape at this point in
time,” emphasized Cher-
ry, who serves as the Li-
brary Board President. “We
are trying to provide library
services now on less money
than the district had avail-
able to it when consolida-
tion took place in 1991. It is
a very serious situation.”

Serious too is the condi-
tion of the city-owned li-
brary building. It is an ag-
ing structure, but the City
of Coldwater has no finan-
cial responsibility for its up-
keep under the 1991 lease
that transferred responsibil-
ity for building repairs and
maintenance for 25 years
to the District Library. Built
in 1886, the library building
has recently needed roof re-
pairs, brick and mortar re-
pairs, maintenance on gut-
ters, and fresh paint.

“Since 2004, said Cher-
ry, “The District has put
over $500,000 into repairs,

now about $200,000 more
in repairs. We have no mon-
ey, but the Library is 100
percent responsible for all
repairs and maintenance for
the building.”

The Branch District Li-
brary in Coldwater is a
consolidated library, with
headquarters in Coldwa-
ter and five other branch-
es throughout the coun-
ty. There are large branches
in Union Township, Quin-
cy, and Bronson, with small
branches in Algansee and
Sherwood Townships. As
recently as 2009 the budget
to operate all six branches
was $1.1 million. Now due
to a loss of revenue, the six
libraries that make up the
district are operating on
about $900,000.

The State Constitution
guarantees that penal fines
should be used to support
public libraries. Penal fines
come primarily from traf-
fic violations, criminal con-
victions, and in the case
of Branch County fines —
from the weigh station lo-
cated south of Coldwater
on I-69. When those truck
scales broke down, Mich-
igan State Police did not
have the $4 million needed
to fix the scales so the rev-
enue from penal fines has
plummeted.

About two years ago, the
Branch District Library re-
ceived $25,000 a month in
penal fines. Now the Dis-
trict receives on the aver-
age $10,000 a month. One
third of the library’s operat-
ing budget is disappearing.

Evette Atkin, director of

pointed out that the library
collects over $600,000 in
taxes, based on its .06 rate
of millage, one of the low-
est rates in the state. Other
libraries in the state compa-
rable in size to the Branch
District Library have a mill-
age rate of 1.7 to 2.8. Cal-
houn County’s millage rate
is 1.7, and that is just for
one building in Marshall.
Branch District provides li-
brary services in six build-
ings on .06, with only four
full-time employees and 26
part-time workers — work-
ers whose wages have been
frozen for three years and
now are having their hours
cut drastically.

Yet Atkin added that the
Branch District Library of-
fers so much to the com-
munity. In 2012 almost
550 programs were offered
to people, from toddlers to
senior citizens. It was the
Branch District Library that
first brought the Internet to
Branch County in 1993.

“Today in 2013,” said At-
kin, “For many people the
only access to the Internet
is through the library. We
have computers that any-
one can use for free with-
out a library card. We
have free wireless network
at all of our branches that
anyone can come and use.
After hours branch man-
agers have driven past the
Sherwood branch at 2 in
the morning, and there
are cars parked outside
the library. People are on
their laptops, getting their
work done, checking their
email, or Facebook, using

Automation servic-
es alone cost the District
$30,000 a year.

The Branch District Li-
brary offers free resume
printing and free job appli-
cation printing to anyone
who comes in. People can
get music CDs, movies, and
of course books, even books
that can be downloaded on-
to a Kindle for a two-week
period. At Coldwater and
at the Union Township Li-
brary are extensive local his-
torical collections.

Don’t expect the library
to start charging for its
services, despite its finan-
cial straits.

“The Library is a public
service organization,” says
Atkin. “We don’t sell it.”

Cherry added that charg-
ing for services would re-
quire more staff, more ac-
counting, and in some cases,
obtaining a license. Then,
she explained that every
person in the state of Michi-
gan, even those who are not
tax-payers, have a consti-
tutional right of access to a
public library.

Since the Library receives
tax money, the Library
Board cannot solicit money.
However, a donation letter
has been circulated in the
community and there are
donation envelopes at all
the circulation desks.

Also discussed at the
meeting was the need for a
possible millage vote for the
library’s in the future. The
Branch County Democrats
passed a resolution of sup-
port for the Branch District
Library in its efforts to ob-

GOVERNOR'S PROCLAMATION
Foster Grandparent
Volunteer Day

Approximately 1,100
Foster Grandparent volun-
teers are being recognized
for contributing 1 million
hours of service to nearly
8,000 children across the
State of Michigan.

Gov. Rick Snyder has
proclaimed today as Fos-
ter Grandparent Volun-
teer Day.

The Foster Grandpar-
ent Program provides se-
niors the opportunity to
love, mentor, and tutor
children in a supervised
setting. Volunteer place-
ments are all individual-
ized to meet the volun-
teers’ and children’s needs.
Foster Grandparent vol-
unteers not only provide
hours of valuable service,
but are also a model for
successful aging.

“The Foster Grandpar-
ent Program is a won-
derful way for seniors to
be involved in their com-
munity. Foster Grand-
parents help improve
reading, and benefit the
children in ways that last
a lifetime,” stated Brenda
Noblit, Foster Grandpar-
ent Program Coordinator.

Community  Action’s

Foster Grandparent Pro-
gram began in Branch
and Calhoun Counties in
1972 and expanded in-
to St. Joseph and Barry
Counties in 1997. Foster
Grandparent Volunteers
serve children in public
schools, Head Start class-
rooms, domestic violence
shelters, and preschool
centers under the direct
supervision of a teacher
or administrator.

Participants may vol-
unteer 15 - 40 hours a
week. All volunteers must
successfully pass a back-
ground check in order
to participate in the pro-
gram. Volunteers receive
free training, transpor-
tation assistance, and a
modest, non-taxable sti-
pend that does not affect
Social Security.

The Foster Grandparent
Program is always seek-
ing men and women who
would like to make a dif-
ference in a child’s life and
the community. To find
out how you can become
involved, call the Commu-
nity Action office at (877)
422-2726 or visit us on-
line at www.caascm.org.

CONSTITUENTS WELCOME
Caswell hosts office hours

BRONSON —  Sen.
Bruce Caswell invites con-
stituents from the 16th
District to join him for of-
fice hours at the Bronson
Cafe in Bronson on Satur-
day from 8 to 9:30 a.m.

Everyone is welcome to
meet with Sen. Caswell
during this time to dis-
cuss their concerns and

that the in-district office
hours are for individual,
one-on-one conversations
with Caswell. Anyone who
would like to schedule a
time for Caswell to meet
in a larger group setting
should contact his office to
arrange a meeting. To do
so, call (866) 305-0316 or
email SenBCaswell@sen-
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING (2m)
ON THE:
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL
FOR:
SOUTH MOOR DRIVE/ROAD
MAINTENANCE-PRIVATE DRIVE

TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF COLDWATER, BRANCH
COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AND ANY OTHER INTER-
ESTED PERSONS:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the supervisor and assessing
officer of the township has reported to the township board and
filed in the office of the township clerk for public examination
a special assessment roll prepared by them covering all prop-
erties within the Special Assessment District to be known as:
South Moor Drive/Road Maintenance for the Private Drive.
The properties listed on this roll will have benefited by the
proposed maintenance project. Said assessment roll has been
prepared for the maintenance project. Said assessment roll
has been prepared for the purpose of assessing the costs of
the ESTIMATED maintenance work thereto within the afore-
said Special Assessment District which total assessment for
the district is estimated to be $445.00 with an estimated Cost
per individual lot/parcel to be: $24.72.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the assessing of-
ficer has further reported that the assessment for each parcel
of land within said district also benefits relative to the portion
of the whole sum levied against all parcels of land in said dis-
trict.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the township
board will meet at the COLDWATER TOWNSHIP HALL,
COLDWATER MICHIGAN, on February 4, 2013 at 7:00
p-m. for the purpose of reviewing said special assessment roll
and hearing any objections thereto. Said roll may be exam-
ined at the office of the township clerk during regular business
hours which are: Monday thru Friday, 9 am - 4 pm and may
further be examined at said hearing. Appearance and protest
at the hearing held to confirm the special assessment roll is
required in order to appeal the amount of the special assess-
ment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal.

An owner or party of interest, or his or her agent, may appear
in person at the hearing to protest the special assessment, or
shall be permitted to file his or her appearance or protest by
letter and his or her personal appearance shall not be required.
(The owner or any person having an interest in the real prop-
erty who protests in person or in writing at the hearing may
file a written appeal of the special assessment with the Michi-
gan Tax Tribunal within 30 days after the confirmation of the
special assessment roll.)
Diane Morrison
Clerk

COLDWATER MICHIGAN 49036
(517) 279-9388

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING (2~9)
ON THE:
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL
FOR:
NORTH MOOR ESTATES & SOUTH MOOR AREA
WATER-WELL MAINTENANCE

TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF COLDWATER, BRANCH
COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AND ANY OTHER INTER-
ESTED PERSONS:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the supervisor and assessing
officer of the township has reported to the township board and
filed in the office of the township clerk for public examination
a special assessment roll prepared by them covering all prop-
erties within the Special Assessment District to be known as:
North Moor Estates & South Moor Area Water-Well Mainte-
nance. The properties listed on this roll will have benefited
by the proposed maintenance project. Said assessment roll
has been prepared for the purpose of assessing the costs of
the ESTIMATED maintenance work thereto within the afore-
said Special Assessment District which total assessment for
the district is estimated to be $14,060.00 with an estimated
cost per individual IMPROVED lot/parcel to be: $355.95 and
an etimated cost per individual VACANT lot/parcel to be
$177.97.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the assessing of-
ficer has further reported that the assessment for each parcel
of land within said district also benefits relative to the portion
of the whole sum levied against all parcels of land in said dis-
trict.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the township
board will meet at the COLDWATER TOWNSHIP HALL,
COLDWATER MICHIGAN, on February 4, 2013 at 7:00
p-m. for the purpose of reviewing said special assessment roll
and hearing any objections thereto. Said roll may be exam-
ined at the office of the township clerk during regular business
hours which are: Monday thru Friday, 9 am - 4 pm and may
further be examined at said hearing. Appearance and protest
at the hearing held to confirm the special assessment roll is
required in order to appeal the amount of the special assess-
ment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal.

An owner or party of interest, or his or her agent, may appear
in person at the hearing to protest the special assessment, or
shall be permitted to file his or her appearance or protest by
letter and his or her personal appearance shall not be required.
(The owner or any person having an interest in the real prop-
erty who protests in person or in writing at the hearing may
file a written appeal of the special assessment with the Michi-
gan Tax Tribunal within 30 days after the confirmation of the
special assessment roll.)
Diane Morrison
Clerk

COLDWATER MICHIGAN 49036
(517) 279-9388

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING (2rd)
ON THE:
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL
FOR:
NORTH MOOR & AREA DRIVES/ROADS
MAINTENANCE-PRIVATE DRIVES

TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF COLDWATER, BRANCH
COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AND ANY OTHER INTER-
ESTED PERSONS:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the supervisor and assessing
officer of the township has reported to the township board and
filed in the office of the township clerk for public examination
a special assessment roll prepared by them covering all prop-
erties within the Special Assessment District to be known as:
North Moor & Area Drives/Roads Maintenance for Private
Drives. The properties listed on this roll will have benefited
by the proposed maintenance project. Said assessment roll
has been prepared for the purpose of assessing the costs of
the ESTIMATED maintenance work thereto within the afore-
said Special Assessment District-Option #1; which total as-
sessment for the district is estimated to be $7,460.00 with an
estimated Cost per individual lot/parcel to be: $149.20.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the assessing of-
ficer has firther reported that the assessment for each parcel
of land within said district also benefits relative to the portion
of the whole sum levied against all parcels of land in said dis-
trict.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the township
board will meet at the COLDWATER TOWNSHIP HALL,
COLDWATER MICHIGAN, on February 4, 2013 at 7:00
p.m. for the purpose of reviewing said special assessment roll
and hearing any objections thereto. Said roll may be exam-
ined at the office of the township clerk during regular business
hours which are: Monday thru Friday, 9 am - 4 pm and may
further be examined at said hearing. Appearance and protest
at the hearing held to confirm the special assessment roll is
required in order to appeal the amount of the special assess-
ment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal.

An owner or party of interest, or his or her agent, may appear
in person at the hearing to protest the special assessment, or
shall be permitted to file his or her appearance or protest by
letter and his or her personal appearance shall not be required.
(The owner or any person having an interest in the real prop-
erty who protests in person or in writing at the hearing may
file a written appeal of the special assessment with the Michi-
gan Tax Tribunal within 30 days after the confirmation of the
special assessment roll.)
Diane Morrison
Clerk
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Bronson family makes donation
to Union City Library

COLDWATER — At the
end of November, the Union
Township Library Friends
of the Library host “Cre-
ating Your Legacy Today”
with Colleen Knight of the
Branch County Communi-
ty Foundation (BCCF) and
Mary Guthrie of Southern
Michigan Bank and Trust
presenting. The presenta-
tion highlighted the vari-
ety of ways donors can con-
tribute through the BCCF to
support the library, includ-
ing legacy gifts through a
will or trust.

The presentation, along
with recent media coverage
about the dire financial sit-
uation the local libraries in
Branch County are facing,
motivated lifetime Union
City residents Jack and
Phyllis Bronson to make a
significant donation to the
BCCF to be placed in the
Union Township Friends
of the Library endowment
fund. Income from the fund
supports programs and en-
hanced services at the new-
ly constructed Lucille E.
Dearth Union Township
Library.

“We've been inspired by
all the hard work put in-
to making the library a
beautiful reality for our

About the BCCF

W The Branch County Community Foundation is an IRS rec-
ognized non-profit organization and a nationally accredited
a community grantmaking foundation and that serves com-
munities in Branch County and Colon by supporting charita-
ble giving, building permanent endowments and connecting

community resources.

W For more information about making a donation, contact
the BCCF at (517) 278-4517 or visit their website at www.

BRCOFoundation.org.

community. The Friends of
the Library, including John
Rick and Marv Carman and
many others, worked tire-
lessly to make it happen. We
think an endowment with
the Branch County Com-
munity Foundation is the
best way to insure that op-
erating funds for the library
will be there for many more
years to come,” said Phyl-
lis Bronson. “We encourage
others to step up and help
out this effort, too”.

The income from the
Bronson’s gift to the en-
dowment will help pro-
vide children’s story time;
arts and crafts for children
and adults; Red Cross bab-
ysitting course; profession-
ally hired speakers on na-
ture, science, music and art;
children’s  entertainment
productions for plays and
puppet shows; and adult
reading groups.

“The Bronson’s were able
to make a very large gift,
and we are very grateful
for their generosity,” said
Knight, executive director
of the BCCF. “We still need
to grow the fund because,
as budgets tighten, that

endowment income will be
increasingly important in
keeping and enhancing the
wonderful programs and vi-
tal services at the library. A
gift of any size helps gener-
ate income year after year.
Our hope is that with peo-
ple seeing the major strain
on the library system, other
people who love the library
will be inspired by Jack and
Phyllis Bronson.”

Other ways to leave a leg-
acy of a thriving library in-
clude volunteering at the li-
brary, donating a brick, or
donating to the Friends by
dropping off a donation to
the library.

Hand-crafted in the USA since 1969.

Relaxation at the Push of a Button
Close your eyes and envision what it's like to spend the entire

day feeling refreshed, energized and relaxed. Imagine finding
relief from the symptoms of an injury or ailment. If you've
been dreaming about discovering this kind of comfort in a
bed, consider this fully customizable adjustable bed.

Then sleep on it. e

NEW
CLUB CARDS
ON SALE!
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SNOW DAY AT THE LIBRARY

Schools all across
Branch County
were closed Mon-
day due to snowy
and icy condi-
tions. Many stu-
dents used the
day off as an op-
portunity to hang
out at the Coldwa-
ter branch of the
Branch District Li-
brary. Above, from
left, Bailey Fee, 12,
Maddie Chetis-
ter, 13 and Kort-
ney Sandahl, 14, all
of Coldwater, work
on art projects. At
right, brothers Fa-
heem and Bakeel
Abdullah, 14 and
12, play games on
the library's com-

uters. PHOTOS BY
HRISTY HARRIS-HART
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New media room
coming in library

By Ardis Baad
abaad@voyager.net

BRONSON — The Bron-
son Public Librarian’s year-
ly report and a water reli-
ability study set the pace for
the Bronson City Council
meeting Monday.

Librarian Lynnell Eash
told the council that the
new addition to the library
will be completed and open
to the public the first week
of March. Eash led coun-
cil members on a tour of

LIBRARY

From Page Al

2013 book budget was cut
from $7,500 to $5,000.
Library attendance in-
creased by 1,144 patrons to
30,754 in 2012. Circulation
increased by 1,423 items.
Computer use was down.
Mr. Dan Lewis PE and
Mr. Mike Schwartz PE,
representing Prein and Ne-
whof, highlighted the Wa-
ter Reliability Study. The
study based on 2011 da-
ta evaluated water sys-
tem demands, fire demand

the new addition follow-
ing the council meeting.
The newly constructed me-
dia room and an office area
behind the circulation desk
will soon have carpet and
cabinets.

Eash said that hours at
the library were cut to 25 a
week due to financial diffi-
culties at the Branch Area
Library District. The cuts
mean the library is now
closed on Thursdays. The

SEE LIBRARY, A8

requirements and the wa-
ter supply infrastructure.
Schwatz said well four and
well five are not pumping
up to their ratings. They
are rated for 750 gallons
per minute. Well four and
well five pump 620 gpm
and 420 gpm respective-
ly. Schwartz said both wells
could be rehabed to pump
750 gpm.

He also recommended
the city replace all 4-inch
mains with 8-inch mains.

Lewis and Schwartz dis-
cussed the pros and cons of
replacing the present water
tower with a larger capacity

tower.

The study also recom-
mended purchasing a sepa-
rate generator for the water
system to supply water dur-
ing electrical outages.

Council approved pur-
chase of a 102 kw Kohler
Generator, for $32,950.00.

The water reliability
study is available for public
inspection at the city office.

In old business, coun-
cil approved an interlocal
agreement with are town-
ships for Recycling Servic-
es. Dumpsters for recycling
will be located on the old
L.A. Darling site.
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