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Beginning the first of
the year the Branch Dis-
trict Library will see cuts

across the board from
hours, staff and content.
For the Coldwater

Branch Library it includes
cutting half its book bud-
get, cutting 43 percent
of CD, audiobooks and
DVD’s as well as six less
hours a week open to the
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opted to go jail to instead of
paying fines.”

The amount of penal
fines this year was the low-
est since opening in 1991 ac-
cording to Rucker.

These cutbacks are hap-
pening to a district library
that already has one of the
lowest expenses in the state.
In the 2010-11 Michigan
Public Library Statistics it
showed that the Branch
District Library spent $2.17
expenditures per capita
when the state average for
libraries were $4.33.

“It's getting to a point
where we can only cut so
much,” Rucker said. “We
don’t know what the future
holds. The truth is we are in
rough shape”

Two online cuts could be
happening in July. The An-
cestry.com (helps track her-
itage) and Mango which
helps learn languages are
two online tools the library
provides, but in July the
contract ends.

“We have had a couple
of donations sent for those,

public. There will also be
less staff to assist people
while it is open.

The library has two
major sources of income
and thats taxes and pe-
nal fines. While taxes have
gone down slightly over
the past three years the
penal fines have taken a
major blow.

John Rucker, the
Branch District Library
Associate Director, add-
ed what the library has

but not enough yet,” Ruck-
er said. “If we don’t get more
those might have to go, but
we don’t know yet.”

Last year $80,000 was
spent on new books, cutting
it in half would take away
from the library providing
several copies of best sell-
ers for the community. And
from the original district
contract from 1991 none of
the branches outside Cold-
water can have its books
budget cut anymore, mean-
ing the Coldwater Branch
will take the big hit.

Aside from donations,
the Branch District Library
is looking to get awareness
out about how much peo-
ple like the library and that
it needs help. Geektheli-
brary.org gives library lov-
ers a place to support it and
raise awareness to what is
going on.

“I spent alot of time at the
library growing up,” one res-
ident wrote on a Facebook
post supporting the library
that is facing cuts.

“T don't live in Coldwater
anymore, but it is important
to keep this resource for fu-
ture generations!”

received so far this year
and estimated December
and gave a calculated esti-
mate of $140,000 for the
district from penal fines
this year.

That is down 39 percent
from last year’s $228,361
and 66 percent from
$413,441 penal fines from
2007.

“Our biggest hit has
been from penal fines,”
Rucker said.

He said penal fines
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downturn are from cuts in
other parts in the govern-
ment that trickled down
to the library.

“For example the weight
station open off 1-69 used
to make fines, but now its
not open daily,” he said.
“The sheriff cutbacks and
tickets written have been
down with their cuts and
people in the courthouse
said people have even
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