
It was a year of tri-
umphs and challenges in 
Branch County. Here is a 
look at some of the year’s 
biggest stories.

No. 1
Election yields 
major voter 
turnout

Voter turnout across 
Branch County averaged 
more than 60 percent as 
voters made marks for 
president, U.S. senator, 
U.S. representative, and 
a long list of state and 
local o!  cials.

Besides the local votes 
for a plethora of millag-
es and school bond issues, 

many millions were spent 
by state and vested inter-
ests outside of the state 
to either fi ght or promote 
statewide ballot issues.

Because of the large 
voter turnout it took elec-
tion o!  cials weeks to 
complete the canvass 
to make the vote results 
o!  cial.

President Barack 
Obama won a second 
term as president. The 
majority of Branch Coun-
ty voters cast votes for 
Mitt Romney; the fi rst 
ward in the city of Cold-
water was the only pre-
cinct Obama took locally.

Looking back at 
Branch County in 2012

 

Voters came out in forcers during the November elections with so much on the line this year.

By Roland Stoy
rstoy@thedailyreporter.com

BRANCH COUNTY – 
Despite some of the infor-
mation that has recently 
circulated, Branch Coun-
ty residents are assured 
that law enforcement 

county-wide will be in ef-
fect for New Year’s Eve and 
through the holiday.

Former Branch Coun-
ty Sheri"  Warren Canon, 
emotional as he addressed 
county commissioners who 
rejected his plan on Dec. 
20 to use taxpayer-voted 

jail millage funds to keep 
more road patrol o!  cers 
on duty, had said there 
would be no county o!  -
cers on the road as of 12:01 
a.m. on Jan. 1.

But in addition to Mich-
igan State Police (MSP) 
coverage for the holiday, 

Sheri"  John Pollack, sworn 
in on Friday afternoon at 
the courthouse annex, said 
earlier in the week he and 
Canon sat down and wres-
tled with scheduling of the 
remaining four deputies 

On duty for New Year’s
DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE

Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com  

COLDWATER — Retir-
ing Sheri"  Warren Canon 
does not believe there will 
ever be an answer to how 
jail inmate Laura Lepper 
obtained the drugs used to 
commit suicide.

Lepper, 47, was rushed 
to Community Health 
Center of Branch County 
(CHC) after an apparent 
drug overdose 30 hours 
after she was taken into 
custody at the courthouse 
sentenced to 6 months 
for retail fraud by Branch 
County District Judge 
Brent Weigle.

She was fi ne until found 
unconscious in her cell 
around 6 p.m. Lepper died 
the next day, June 13, at a 
Kalamazoo hospital after 
life support was removed 
never having regained 
consciousness. An autop-
sy determined the cause 
of death was “multiple 
drug toxicity.”

Canon said it was im-
possible to determine how 
or when she got the drugs. 
There were no contact vis-
itors from the time she 
left the court room un-
til she was found. Canon 
said at the jail no cavity 
search was done.

“That’s something we 
don’t do,” Canon said.

Lepper, who had sever-
al convictions, begged for 
lifetime probation but no 
jail. She asked for 48 hours 
freedom before incarcer-
ation. She also claimed 
physical disabilities and 
was scheduled for a psy-
chiatric exam that same 
day she told the judge.

“I was defi nitely wrong. 
I have medical problems 
and am on a lot of meds,” 
she stated. “I deserve it, but 
I really, really, really, don’t 
want to go to jail.” Any pre-
scribed medications she 
was on were administered 
by the jail nurse.

Most jails in Michi-
gan do not do body cavity 
searches unless they sus-
pect someone is trying to 
bring in drugs or other 
contraband. Kent County 
is investing in a body scan-
ner for such searches.

No results 
found in 
jail suicide 

INVESTIGATION

SEE 2012,  A3

Clerk Terry Kubasiak 
swears John Pollack in as 
sheriff Friday afternoon.                              

 By Matt Thompson
mthompson@thedailyreporter.com

Beginning the fi rst of 
the year the Branch Dis-
trict Library will see cuts 
across the board from 
hours, sta"  and content.

For the Coldwater 
Branch Library it includes 
cutting half its book bud-
get, cutting 43 percent 
of CD, audiobooks and 
DVD’s as well as six less 
hours a week open to the 

public. There will also be 
less sta"  to assist people 
while it is open.

The library has two 
major sources of income 
and that’s taxes and pe-
nal fi nes. While taxes have 
gone down slightly over 
the past three years the 
penal fi nes have taken a 
major blow.

John Rucker, the 
Branch District Library 
Associate Director, add-
ed what the library has 

received so far this year 
and estimated December 
and gave a calculated esti-
mate of $140,000 for the 
district from penal fi nes 
this year.

That is down 39 percent 
from last year’s $228,361 
and 66 percent from 
$413,441 penal fi nes from 
2007.

“Our biggest hit has 
been from penal fi nes,” 
Rucker said.

He said penal fi nes 

downturn are from cuts in 
other parts in the govern-
ment that trickled down 
to the library.

“For example the weight 
station open o"  I-69 used 
to make fi nes, but now its 
not open daily,” he said. 
“The sheri"  cutbacks and 
tickets written have been 
down with their cuts and 
people in the courthouse 
said people have even 
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Are you keeping an eye on your anticoagulation therapy?
Call the Cameron Anticoagulation Clinic for specialized assistance with:

 Point-of-Care testing;
 Medication adjustment

 Close supervision and education

260.665.2141 ext. 2727
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AREA
QUESTIONS? Call 517-278-2318

Blood and platelet dona-
tions from volunteer do-
nors are high on the wish 
list for hospital patients 
and their families this holi-
day season.

“We’re inviting commu-
nity members to set aside a 
little bit of time to give the 
gift of life during the holi-
days,” said Todd Kulman, 
Communications Program 
Manager for the Great 
Lakes Blood Services 

Region of the American 
Red Cross. “Every day, 
people need blood prod-
ucts for the care and treat-
ment of serious diseas-
es, trauma and accidents. 
That need doesn’t go away 
with the season. In fact, it 
sometimes increases.”

More than 44,000 pints 
of blood are needed daily 
in the United States. Do-
nations of all blood types 
are needed, but type O is 

in high demand since it 
can be transfused to peo-
ple with other blood types.

Donors who give 
through the Red Cross 
help supply blood to pa-
tients in about 3,000 hos-
pitals and transfusion cen-
ters across the country. 

Those donations make a 
di! erence to patients with-
in the immediate com-
munity, as well as to pa-
tients who travel outside 

the community for medi-
cal care.

The stability of the na-
tion’s blood supply de-
pends on volunteer do-
nors who give consistently 
year-round. 

Although 38 percent of 
the U.S. population is eligi-
ble to donate blood at any 
given time, a very small 
percent actually do.

“In the time it might 
take to wrap a few gifts or 

send out holidays cards, 
you could help give some-
one a second chance at 
life,” said Kulman. “That’s 
a powerful gift, and some-
thing worth making time 
for.”

A blood drive will take 
place Jan. 8 from noon 
to 5:45 p.m. at the Union 
Church, 8 Fulton St., 
Quincy.

To schedule an appoint-
ment to donate call (800) 

733-2767 or visit redcross-
blood.org.

Individuals who are 17
years of age, meet weight
and height requirements
(110 pounds or more, de-
pending on their height)
and are in generally good
health may be eligible to
donate blood. 

Bring your Red Cross
blood donor card or other
form of positive ID when
you come to donate.

AMERICAN RED CROSS

Give the gift of life: Donate blood

and two sergeants.
Eleven deputies were 

given layo!  notices last 
week.

Pollack said they fi gured 
out a way to have cover-
age, and MSP Coldwater 
Post Assistant Command-
er Lt. Dave Wood said on 
Friday troopers will also 
be out on county roads.

He reiterated the often 
repeated warning to not 
drink and drive.

“Be smart in how you 
celebrate the New Year,” 
he said. “Don’t mix alco-
hol and driving.”

Not only will the MSP 
have a third shift, Wood 
spoke to new troopers 
soon to come to the Cold-
water Post to increase 
sta"  ng, following trooper 
school and training, and 
to the fact there are 32 
troopers in the region who 
can be in Branch County 
within fi ve minutes.

“What may change is we 
are not going to take bark-
ing dog complaints,” he 

said, noting there is still 
a county Animal Control 
o"  cer on duty for those 
matters.

Family, friends and BC-
SO administrators and 
deputies fi lled the annex 
– formerly the sheri! ’s de-
partment and jail before 
moving to the old Maple 
Lawn facility - conference 
room on Friday as Clerk 
Terry Kubasiak adminis-
tered the oath of o"  ce to 
Pollack.

This followed a reading 
by Canon of the duties of 
the sheri! , which includ-
ed he is “primarily respon-
sible for providing pa-
trol and tra"  c services on 
county primary and local 
roads.”

This brought some 
laughter from the crowd.

Pollack thanked ev-
eryone present for com-
ing, and all who support-
ed him in his run for the 
post, including his wife 
Billie, nearly always by 
his side as he campaigned 
against worthy opponents.

“To the best of our abil-
ity, we will work together,” 
he said of his o"  ce and 

the community. “I look 
forward to serving you.”

Many, including state 
Sen. Bruce Caswell, R-
Hillsdale, stayed after the 
ceremony to mingle, and 

Canon noted the chal-
lenges ahead for the new 
sheri! .

“John is a person who is 
going to be able to handle 
this,” he said.

OFFICERS
From Page A1

Sheriff John Pollack, having taken oath of office, 
signs it as Clerk Terry Kubasiak looks on.                            

opted to go  jail to instead of 
paying fi nes.”

The amount of penal 
fi nes this year was the low-
est since opening in 1991 ac-
cording to Rucker.

These cutbacks are hap-
pening to a district library 
that already has one of the 
lowest expenses in the state. 
In the 2010-11 Michigan 
Public Library Statistics it 
showed that the Branch 
District Library spent $2.17 
expenditures per capita 
when the state average for 
libraries were $4.33.

“It’s getting to a point 
where we can only cut so 
much,” Rucker said. “We 
don’t know what the future 
holds. The truth is we are in 
rough shape.”

Two online cuts could be 
happening in July. The An-
cestry.com (helps track her-
itage) and Mango which 
helps learn languages are 
two online tools the library 
provides, but in July the 
contract ends.

“We have had a couple 
of donations sent for those, 

but not enough yet,” Ruck-
er said. “If we don’t get more 
those might have to go, but 
we don’t know yet.”

Last year $80,000 was 
spent on new books, cutting 
it in half would take away 
from the library providing 
several copies of best sell-
ers for the community. And 
from the original district 
contract from 1991 none of 
the branches outside Cold-
water can have its books 
budget cut anymore, mean-
ing the Coldwater Branch 
will take the big hit.

Aside from donations, 
the Branch District Library 
is looking to get awareness 
out about how much peo-
ple like the library and that 
it needs help. Geektheli-
brary.org gives library lov-
ers a place to support it and 
raise awareness to what is 
going on.

“I spent a lot of time at the 
library growing up,” one res-
ident wrote on a Facebook 
post supporting the library 
that is facing cuts. 

“I don’t live in Coldwater 
anymore, but it is important 
to keep this resource for fu-
ture generations!”

LIBRARY
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Thank You

1872  1873  1874  1875  1876  1877  1878  1879  1880  1881  1882  1883  1884  1885  1886  1887  1888  1889  1890  1891  1892  1893  1894  1895
1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909  1910  1911  1912  1913  1914  1915  1916  1917  1918  1919
1920  1921  1922  1923  1924  1925  1926  1927  1928  1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938  1939  1940  1941  1942  1943
1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967
1968  1969  1970  1971  1972  1973  1974  1975  1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986  1987  1988  1989  1990  1991
1992  1993  1994  1995  1996  1997  1998  1999  2000  2001  2002  2003 2004 2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011  2012

for another great year—and best wishes for a new year filled with joy, good health and dreams fullfilled.
From all your friends at Southern Michigan Bank & Trust.

Your Community. Your Bank.
www.smb-t.com


