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by Jennie Szink
Friend of the Library are final-

izing the plans for the Lucille E.
Dearth-Union Township Library’s
grand opening Sunday, June 26,
and are planning for at least 500
people to be in attendance.

The celebration will begin at 1
p.m. with children’s games run by
Community Unlimited. There will
be a bounce house and the “Cross
Country Band”will play. The
games will temporarily stop at 2
p.m. for the opening ceremony. 

“We’re so happy this is finally
happening,”said Jon Rick,
Friends of the Library president.
“There will be many of the big
donors in attendance for the rib-
bon cutting.” 

The donors in attendance
include representatives from the
Lucille E. Dearth, Max Larsen and
Binda Foundations; a representa-
tive for Frances Harrison, who was

previously an anonymous donor;
Russell and Monique Springborn,
who donated the fencing; Jim Hay-
den, who will represent the Union
City Rotary Club; Ken Brooks,
who will represent Southern
Michigan Bank and Trust; a repre-
sentative from Beck’s Hybrid
Seeds; Marv Carman, who will
also represent his wife Marcia Car-
man; Robert Keene; Charles
Bartlett; a representative for Flo-
rence McNett; and a representative
for Helen Labar. 

There are also several legislators
who will be in attendance, including
Kenneth Kurtz, Bruce Caswell and
Tim Walberg. To signify the owner-
ship of the library, Rick and Union
Township Supervisor Ralph Strong
will accept the keys during the cere-
mony. Branch manager Pat
Kaniewski and librarian Sandy Pat-
terson will cut the ribbon.

After the ribbon cutting, the

public will have a chance to tour the
library. Rick and Strong said it’s
unlikely the library will be fur-
nished with books by the ceremony.

Jon Rick

UNION CITY CITGO
790 N. Broadway Street

Union City, MI • 517-741-3665
• Tanning
• Movies

• Car Wash
• Fuel

• Diesel
• Kerosene

Lucille E. Dearth –
Union Township Library
A beautiful
effort by the

entire
community.

Congratulations!

MonarchCB.com
Leave smiling. Retire wealthy.

When it comes to community pride and
involvement, you can always bank on the

great people of Union City.
Congratulations on your new library!

“We are still waiting on an
occupancy permit,”Rick said last
week. 

Marv Carman, a Friend of the
Library member and key person in
planning the ceremony, said even
when empty, the library is strik-
ing.  

“There’s no one that hasn’t
been totally impressed with the
library from the front door to the
back door,” Carman said. “Hope-
fully the community uses it as
much as we expect.”

The public will get to tour the

library and the township hall,
located in the basement, and then
may eat lunch prepared by Jack’s
Family Grocery until 6 p.m. Chil-
dren’s games will resumeafter the
ceremony. 

The first 500 who attend the
ceremony will receive gift bags.
Children will have a chance to
win a girls or boys bike and an
iPod. They may register for the
raffle by receiving tickets at the
library for the number of books
they’ve read or receiving a ticket
at the ceremony for attending. 

This empty lot was transformed into the new library. 
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The site for the new Lucille E.
Dearth - Union Township Library
in Heritage Cultural Park has a
long and storied history.

In 1845, Jacob Lazer and Silas
Marble built a structure on the
southwest corner of North Broad-
way and West High Street to be
used as stores. In 1867, the build-
ing was purchased by J. S. Row-
ell, who converted the structure
into a hotel. 

The hotel was sold to Isaac
Maltby, followed by the Titlow
Brothers, in the early 1870s, who
gave it the name of the Titlow
House. When no longer used as a
hotel, the south part was used as a
livery stable.

In 1915, the structure was torn
down to make way for the Gib
Stanton and Howard Engle Ford
garage in 1920. The west part of
this building later burned.

In April 1927, Carl Bray Sr.
purchased the property and
opened Bray Motors in the facili-
ty. The auto dealership remained
until 1958, when the company
moved to a new building on North
Broadway near M-60.

Schafer’s Manufacturing, a
plating company, purchased the
building in October 1939. They
rebuilt the second story at street
level in 1946. A Schafer creation
produced in the street level build-
ing was the “Wonder Button,”
which allowed a man to increase
the neck size of his shirt. 

In 1970, ground was broken
for a new Schafer Manufacturing
Company building on the corner

of M-60 and Arbogast Road.
Aerial Manufacturing Compa-

ny started in 1952 in the attached
building west of Bray’s and above
Schafer’s Manufacturing. 

The company manufactured
small parachutes for food and sup-
ply drops and to drop flares during
the Korean War. The company
employed as many as 150 women
to sew the parachutes. The manu-
facturer closed on January 1,
1955.

In 1971, Schafer’s sold the
building to Robert Hawken, who
moved the Hawken’s Furniture
Store across Broadway to the new
location. With the closing of the
Hawken’s Furniture Store, Treats
Auto Parts, a branch of the Cold-
water store, moved into the build-
ing. Hill Piston Auto Parts soon fol-
lowed and remained until the prop-
erty was turned over to the state.

The land became the property
of the State of Michigan in 1991,
due to unpaid taxes. The building
was demolished and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency cleaned
up the site. In July 2008, the land
was transferred to the Village of
Union City.

In 2006, the village created
Heritage Park on the site. The
name was later changed to Her-
itage Cultural Park. 

In 2008, the village agreed to
lease part of the site to Union
Township for the Lucille E.
Dearth - Union Township Library.
The lease is for 99 years at a cost
of $1 per year.

Library site housed many businesses, park

The former Titlow House once stood on the site of the new library.

Heritage Cultural Park as it looked prior to construction.

Arleen’s Accounting &
Tax Service, Inc.
517-741-3607

A BIG THANK YOU
to the Friends of the Library

and all the people and businesses
whose contributions of time and money

made our new library a reality.

o Bray Motors on site 31 years
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The Union City “Ladies’ Lend-
ing Library” was started in 1870,
and was located in various homes,
stores and offices in the business
district. As it grew in size and
demand, it was decided to seek a
permanent home for the library.

Union Township assumed
responsibility for its operation and
purchased the building at 219
North Broadway (now the north
half of the United Methodist
Womens’ Thrift Shop). The
library became a branch of the
Branch County Library in 1941.

In 1953, Gerald Hensley
bought French’s Portrait Studio
and the Allis Chalmers Implement
Store owned by Clark and Rose
Knauss. He also reached an agree-
ment with the Union Township
Board to trade buildings with the
Township Library.

The library was to move into

the Allis Chalmers Implement
Store (the current library). The
agreement called for $1,000 to be
paid to the township by Hensley,
who also agreed to move the con-
tents of the library to its new next-
door location.

This agreement allowed Hens-
ley to combine the Township
Library and French’s Studio into
one large store by removing the
wall between the two buildings.
This building has since become
the United Methodist Womens’
Thrift Shop.

In 1956, the Union Township
Library moved into the W.R.C.
Hall on Hammond Street where it
remained for two months, while
the building was remodeled and
the move to the new facility was
complete.

In 1973, an agreement was
reached between the Branch

County Library and Union Town-
ship whereby the township would
also use the facility for the offices
of the township clerk and treasur-
er and for township board meet-
ings and elections.

In July 2006, due primarily to a
lack of building space for town-
ship elections and needed room
for the library, the Union Town-
ship Board decided that the town-
ship’s lease with the Branch Dis-
trict Library needed to be renego-
tiated. This decision prompted the
Friends of the Library to launch a
fund-raising campaign for a new
library. By the end of July 2006,
the first donations were being
deposited into the new building
fund.

Now, five years later, the new
Lucille E. Dearth - Union Town-
ship Library is ready to open.

Library traces roots back to 1870

The original library

BROADWAY GRILLE
Downtown Union City • 517-741-9900

WHAT A WONDERFUL
RESOURCE FOR THE

COMMUNITY!
Thank you to everyone who helped!
We are very proud of the new

Lucille E. Dearth – Union Township Library

The original library was next door to the present library in the north half of the Hensley building.
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State Farm® – Robert L. Dunn, Agent
227 N. Broadway, Union City, MI • 517-741-7210

The Lucille E. Dearth –
Union Township Library
is a great addition
to downtown Union City.
Congratulations to
Friends of the Library and
the community.

Special thanks from all of us
at State Farm…
Bob, Barbi and
Babbi Jo

Matthew C. Christopher, D.D.S
Maureen M. Gierucki, D.D.S.
Richard W. Juhnke, D.M.D.

and Staff

on the new library!
It is an exciting and

important addition
to the

community.

Township hopes for quick sale of old building

by Mike Warner
Union Township officials are

hoping for a quick sale of the old
library/township hall building.

Officials have accepted an
offer of $10,500 from former
Union City resident Eric Bronson,
who is an attorney in Los Ange-
les.

“We’ve turned it over to our
attorney and we hope to have it
closed by the end of June when
Eric returns,” said Ralph Strong,
township supervisor.

“I’m impressed everything
moved that fast,” Strong added.
“Eric was really good to work
with and we’re sure he will do
something nice with the build-
ing.”

The supervisor said if a buyer
hadn’t been found quickly, the
township was prepared to auction
the building.

“We can’t afford to maintain
two buildings,” Strong noted.
“We were ready to just take our
loss and move on.”

Bronson, 52, is a 1976 gradu-
ate of Union City High School.
He is currently practicing law in
Los Angeles. While he has no
firm plans for the building, he
wants to move back to the area, at
least on a part-time basis, and
possibly practice law.

“I really miss the family
farm,” Bronson said of his par-
ents’ Jack and Phyllis’ property in
Sherwood Township. “Imiss my
family. I want to spend time with
my folks and sister. I’d like to
come back for the next planting
season and spend spring, summer
and fall in Union City and winters
in L.A.”

Purchasing the township
hall/library building was a sponta-
neous decision for Bronson, who
was home visiting in March and
discovered the property was for
sale.

“I looked at several places, but
liked that building the best. Icalled
my wife back in Los Angeles to
ask what she thought,” Bronson
recalled. “We both decided it was
worth pursuing.”

The attorney said he enjoys
restoring historic buildings and
admitted the interior of the Broad-
way Street structure intrigues
him.

“The building has a lot of nice

woodwork,” he said. “I don’t have
any well-thought-out plans yet,
but I’m really into historic preser-
vation.”

Bronson said one possibility
for the upstairs is to convert it into
a residential property. 

“I’m just going to figure things
out as we go forward,” he said.
“The first thing I need to do is
bring the building up to the new
fire codes.”

Union City Village Manager
Jim Campfield said it’s nice the
downtown building has the poten-
tial to change hands so quickly
and possibly have a new tenant.

“I think it’s great,” the admin-
istrator said. “Obviously, we like
having new ownership rather than
having the building sit vacant. I
think Eric is keen on doing some-
thing good for the downtown.”

Ralph Strong

o Offer has
been accepted
from former
UC resident
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Marcia and Marv Carman played a vital role in keeping momentum going
for the fund-raising.  

Carmans key to fund-raising efforts

8483 E. M-60, Union City, MI • 517-741-3406

THANK YOU
to all the hard-working
people involved with

getting us our new library.
From all of us at Keene’s

Member FDICYour Community.  Your Bank.
Member FDIC

It’s more than a new building to us, it’s 
an investment for the future.

Proud sponsor of the Lucille E. Dearth Union Twp Library.  

Open your child’s 
imagination.  
Open a book.
- Author Unknown

Grand Opening on June 26!

by Mike Warner
It takes a community-wide

effort to raise $500,000, but it also
takes a few key, dedicated individ-
uals to pull it all together. 

When it comes to the new
Lucille E. Dearth - Union Town-
ship Library, Marv and Marcia
Carman were two of those key
people.

Many people credit Marv Car-
man for spearheading the fund-
raising efforts. His bulldog tenaci-
ty and hatred of losing were the
perfect recipe to lead the effort to
raise a half-million dollars. 

When he was first approached
about helping in the effort, Car-
man said, “I had to know every-
thing about it. I quickly realized
how complicated it was because
of the number of people
involved.”

Not only were both Union
Township and the Village of
Union City involved, but so were
the Friends of the Library. 

Carman jumped in with both
feet and took the approach of hit-

ting hard and fast.
“At first, no one wanted to

commit,” he recalled. “Once we
go the first money, things started
to happen and everyone got on
deck. I told people to give right
away because that brings more
people on board.”

Carman credits Marcia with
getting all the legal paperwork
done so money could be raised as
a charity.

“She did all the paperwork that
I’m no good at,” he said of his
wife.

The fund raising got off to a
great start when the Max Larsen
Trust pledged a $100,000 and said
anyone who matched it could have
their name of the library.  After the
township agreed to that arrange-
ment, the Lucille E. Dearth Trust
agreed to contribute $100,000,
and that’s how the library came to
be named after Dearth.

Initially, Carman and the rest
of the Friends of the Library orga-
nization thought a goal of raising
$250,000 was lofty, but not

impossible. With that money, a
pole building could be erected to
house the new facility. However,
as more money kept coming in,
the vision changed, and dream
became building a new library that
would be the centerpiece of the
downtown.

While the $200,000 from the
two trusts was a good start, it was
still a long way from the
$400,000-$500,000 needed to
build the state-of-the-art facility.
Then the Union City community
went to work. 

Dinners, breakfasts, hog
roasts, plant sales, golf outings -
you name it - were held. Dona-
tions came in by the dollar and by
the thousands of dollars, until
$525,000 was raised and Carman
was completed amazed.

“Look at what that says about
this community. To see what this
cash-strapped community did the
past three-to-five years. What a
deal. What type of community do
we have? It’s a great community
that can raise that amount of

money.”
Now that the end of the jour-

ney is almost here, Carman said
the effort was well worth it.

“I don’t like to lose, that’s why
I got involved,” he explained.
“Whatever it took, I thought we

could do it. The goal kept raising
as more money kept coming in. I
hope when people see the new
library they will understand why
we kept raising the goal.

Now we are going to have such
a celebration.
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Brussee/Brady Inc.
Construction

110 West Street, Three Rivers, MI 49093
Phone: 269.278.7102 • Fax: 269.279.4039

Tom Brady, President

Demolition • Restoration • Carpentry • Wood Floors • Ceramic Floors • Roofing
Siding • Decks • Steel Work • Power Washing • Snow Plowing • Rentals

Lucille E. Dearth –
Union Township

Library

CONGRATULATIONS
to the community on a fine
project! We are proud of our
involvement with building

the new library! Thank you for
letting us be a part of the process!

General Contractors
Design/Builders

Church Construction

Metal Building
New Homes
Residential

Healthcare Construction
Industrial buildings
Commercial Builders

Manager: More space means better library

by Jennie Szink
To Union Township Branch

Manager Pat Kaniewski, moving
into a bigger library means getting
the chance to evolve as a branch.

Kaniewski said libraries are no
longer just about checking out
books, but because of the tight
squeeze at 221North Broadway,
the Union Township Library has-
n’t been able to expand as it would
like.

“Isee a big change coming
with the library,”Kaniewski said.
“We can’t make that change too
much though because of our space
right now.”

Once the move is made into
the newly constructed Lucille E.
Dearth - Union Township Library,
the local branch will be able to
better serve its patrons, Kaniewski

said. There will be 12 computers
instead of four and more shelf
space.  

Although the library will not
receive additional books right
away because its budget won’t
change, receiving donations
toward new books won’t pose a
problem.

“The building is large enough
to accommodate a couple years’
growth,”Kaniewski said.

She said she also thinks more
books will be checked out because
patrons will see titles they never
noticed before when they were
crammed into the old library. The
new library will allow a space for
new DVDs and books to be dis-
played in an eye-catching way.

Kaniewski is most looking for-
ward to having more aisle space.

Branch Manager Pat Kaniewski

oKaniewski sees big changes coming
“We’ll have more room,”she

said. “Patrons won’t feel as if
they’re in the way.”

Kaniewski has been with the
branch since 1997, and said it’s
kept a steady number of patrons.

“The clientele evolves,”
Kaniewski said. “As new people
come into our community, they
always search out the library.”

Once thing that is on the
decline, though, is participation in
the summer reading program.
Kaniewski’s biggest regret about
the new building is tied to that.

“Ireally wish we could have
had a basement for our use and
storage,”she said. “We’ll still
have to find a place to hold sum-
mer programs.”

But, that won’t stop her from
offering programs that are already
in place, such as a craft the first
Saturday of each month. She said
she’ll also eventually add more
programming such as story time. 

With Kaniewski’s plans and
more space, it seems that very
soon the library will be able to
evolve to meet patrons’ needs. 
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Jack's Cook Out Lemonade Club T-Shirt Sale Auction  (3) Beck's Hybrids

Jack's Family Grocery Hensley's William O Coats Agency Beck's Hybrids

Rosie Shaffer John Soncrant Craig Hoppe, Auctioneer Rick Mears

Dennis Shaffer Sharon Boley All donors of auction items AcMoody Farms

Cindy Fox Lawn mowers: Marvin Carman

John Shaffer Chip Riddle Dovey's Roost Farm

Verna Swain Bronson Farms

Ross Byers

Broadway Brunch Fabiano's Breakfast Buffet Beck's Pig Roast Hoath Auto Hog Roast

Scott Ladd Chris Mead Beck's Hybrids Cliff Hoath

Rick Mears

Ma Bucket's Place Dinner Chatterbox Golf Outing Car Cruise

Mary Smith Jerry Avery Turtle Creek Golf Club Auto Value

Ray Voraber Barry Hill

Coupon Sale Pumpkin Sale Plant Sale Heritage Chevrolet Oil Change

Elder-Beerman Jeff Eyre Karen Manney Heritage Chevrolet, Battle Creek

Sweet Corn Sale Meteor Festival Heritage Days Memorial Day

Melissa Jamerson & Family Patricia Polacco Chamber of Commerce Chamber of Commerce

Donna Claar Gail Schafer Gail Schafer

Bake Sale Book Sale Bag Sale & Button Sale Canisters

The fund-raising projects began in 2006, with all community volunteers.
These volunteers accomplished each project with a smile and a lot of hard work, and we
thank each one of them. We wish to thank our community for buying a dinner, a plant, an
item at the auction, or golfing with us. These fund-raisers were hosted by many of our

community businesses – hats off to all of them.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

FUND-RAISERS
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FOUNDERS SILVER BRONZE BRONZE    cont.

Lucille E. Dearth Trust Scott & Christine Bigelow Jennifer Bailey David & Vivian Cheklich

Max Larsen Trust, Florence McNett Robert & Barbara Brott Bruce Baker George Cheklich

Binda Foundation Loren & Sheryl Burlingame Harry Baker Dorothy Cherry

Frances E. Harrison Bruce & Beth Caswell Arnold & Carolyn Bamfield Dr. Christopher & Staff

Russell & Monique Springborn Charles & Shirley Crissy David & Nancy Bard Dr. Matthew & Alice Christopher 

Union City Rotary Linda Gose David & Felicia Barnhart John Christy

Southern Michigan Bank & Trust Caroline Hall Battle Creek Hearing Service David & Erlene Clark

Beck's Hybrid, Rick Mears Chris Hayes Donald & Martha Bauman Class of 1953  of Union City 

Marvin & Marcia Carman John & Marion Heator Anna Baumeister Class of 1957 of Union City

Heritage Chevrolet, Inc. Laura Baumeister Class of 1960 of Union City

Sarah Hubbard Leroy & Betty Baylis Class of 1961 of Union City
PLATINUM Michael & Stacie James Vera Baylis Class of 1962 of Union City

James & Kathyleen Madden Michael Belzer & Charlotte Cowles Class of 1963 of Union City

Florence McNett Karen Manney Rob & Lisa Bennett Class of 1969 of Union City

David & Jolene LaBar Edward & Elizabeth Merchant Clair & Sally Bishop Charles & Donna Clinard

Robert & Barbara Keene Millers Pharmacy Dan Biteman David & Paula Cline

Charles Bartlett Gary Prater Richard & Judith Boley Andrew & Jo-vanna Collins

James & Georgia Hayden Dale & Carolyn Rice Virgil & Hazel Bowerman William & Gail Collins

Arthur T. LaBar Sharon Robbins Bracy & Jahr, Inc Jeanne M. Converse

George W. LaBar Silers Sports Julie Braman Joan Cooper

Martin M. LaBar Gracanne Smith Robert & Sara Brewer David & Shirley Crandall

Verna M. Swain Bricklayers & Craftworkers Local #9MI Linda Crawford 

Kathleen Vogel Robert Brigham Martin & Barbara Craydon
GOLD Carol Walter Eric Bronson & Darby Bayliss Leonard & Evelyn Cross

Sandra Brookmyer Sharon Curtis

AcMoody Farms Dean & Shirley Brooks Edith Cuyler

Altrusa Int of Branch Co BRONZE Loraine Brooks Luanne Dancer

Battle Creek Community Foundation Robert & Barbara Brott Del's Construction & Remodeling

Ivan & Jan Boynton Vernon & Janice AcMoody Brotts Grocery William & Maureen DeVall

Rev Paul & Judith Brisbane Richard & Carol Adams Yvonne D Brunt Gail & Pieter Doerr

Bronson Farms Carol Edwards Adams Bob & Carren Bunday Donald & Mary Doubleday

Jack & Phyllis Bronson Craig & Deborah Adolph Bruce Bunday Judy Drerup

Ross & Marilyn Byers Edward & Sue Adolph Marty & Donna Burdick Jeff Edgell

Arthur & Elma Carpenter Benancio & Mary Alaniz Brussee / Brady Inc J. Marie Eichler 

Dovey's Roost Farm  Arthur L Albright Anna Bush Richard & Nichole Ellis

Green Thumb Garden Glub Charles G Albright Judith S Bushouse Jeff Eyre

Mary Guthrie Tina Alfred Dale Butler George & Myrna Fabiano

House of Cars Charles & Linda Anderson Brent & Nina Butler Family Barber Shop

Jerry Hubbard Arleen's Accounting Tax Service Patrick & Shari Lyn Carmickle Bob & Dora Fast

Robert & Frances Merchant Fred & Betty Arlt F. Louise Carpenter Betty Felter

Curt &  Ruth Proctor Arsenault Family Leo & Judith Case Winona Fieblekorn

Jon & Patricia Rick Athens Auto Supply Inc Tom Case First Congregational Church

Schwendener Family Athens Lodge 220  F&AM Century Bank & Trust Steve & Sylvia Fraley

Union City Industries, Inc Jerry & Marti Avery Mary Chaffee Frank & Elouise Francisco

Wallen Farm William & Janet Avery Penny Chard Virgene M Franks

Renita Wallen Jennifer Baggerly Benjamin & Cindy Chard Miller & Julia Friesen

Edwin & Kathleen Wesley Mildres (Micki) Bahlman Martin & Emily Chard Fred & Veronica Frost

We, the Friends of the Library, wish to thank everyone who gave to the building fund.
This new library was your gift to our community. Thank you and enjoy reading.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

DONORS
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BRONZE    cont. BRONZE    cont. BRONZE    cont. BRONZE    cont.

Louise A Fry Greg & Donna Hull Sydnee Mynhier Fred & Rosemary Smitley

Neil & Eileen Fulton Jack's Family Grocery Nagel Excavating Society for Historical Presevation

Galloup Company, J. O. Jamerson Family Nancy's Fun League John Soncrant

Wava Jean Gano Alexander & Marian Jeleniewski Needham Floors Denny & Becki Spooner

Martha Gay Mary Johnson Winifred Nowlin Cindy  S. Springborn

Gregory & Joanne Geise David & Patricia Kaniewski Jo Ann O'Conner State Farm Ins Company

Sharon Goble Lowell M. Kelly Bruce & Barbara Olds Kent & Julia Stetler

Thera Ann Gilbert Michael & Constance Kennedy Barbara A Olmsted Gene & Joyce Stoppenhagen

Tom & Phyllis Gillette Carle A Kever Ethel Osborn Craig & Tamela Stuck

Girl Scout Troop #80927 Tari J. Kezele George  A Otis Robert Swanson

Sharon Goble Stephen D. King Dianne Parkison Gene Tassie

Mariellen Golembiowski Arlyn & Geraldine Kline Joanne Parks Marc  K Taylor

Timothy Granger Pat Kne & Margaret Ketchum Kenneth & Wilma Parks Ken & Sally Thornton

Leonard & Edith Gray Terry & Beckey Knowles Sandra Patterson Ralph Thurston

Dwight Green Nannette Knowles Mary Penner Dorothy Toland & Diane Phelan 

Glenn Gregory Helen Labar Janet Perry Greg & Ann Tucker

Ron & Nadine Griffner John & Becky Lander Pine Ridge Bible Church Union City Fire Dept Auxilary Inc

Jean Grimes Amanda Lange Pine Ridge Farm Services Richard & Janet Uhl

Griswold Manufacturing & Eng Kelly Lenger Charles A Potter PC Union City Chamber of Commerce

James & Sharon Groholski Shelly Lindsay Clinton & Bonnie Prough Union City Clarion Newspaper

Derek J. Guthrie Lions Club of Athens & Union City Monte & Bridget Putnam United Methodist Church & Women Club

Thomas & Marcia Haas Load N Go Trucking Quincy Friends of the Library Union Township Friends of the Library

Hacker Farms Cal & Cathy Lutz Thomas & Deanne Rathburn James & Debra Van Order

Ron & Ruth Hacker Nancy MacDonald Georgann Reppert Everett VanWormer

Monica L Hacker Mandi Mack Earl & Sava Rice Sherrin VanWormer

Karri Hammond Denice Mack Jim & Sandra Rice Duane & Kathryn Varion

David & Vicki Hanna Mike & Dawn Mack Robert & Milvayeti Rice Vertech Motorsports

Virgil & Betty Hanson Mike Marsh Owen & Yvonne Roberts Noyle Wasnich

Hartman & Hartman Trinity Marshall Chris Roberts Gene Wasserman

Harry's Transmission Inc Linda  C Martin James & Janet Robinson Thomas & Cynthia Watson

Betty L. Hasty Jerry McCamly Karl & Diane Rosch Orien & Barbara Weeks

Carol Hatfield Laretta McCarthy Jeff  Saint Kenneth & Anita Weirich

Jonathan & Carissa Hawkins Carol McGee John & Leisa Scherry Melinda White

Stanley & Judy Hawver Phillip & Mary McQueen John & Melissa Schick Joe  & Sonya Wilkins

Heator Insurance Agency McQuestion Excavating Inc Schiffer Mason Contractors, Inc. John & Luellyn Withrow

Julie Heator Michigan Garden Clubs, Dist IIB Carol Baumeister Schmidt Wanda Yoder

Paul & Jan Hedgcock Robert & Linda Miller Jeffrey J Schragg Avedis, & Shirleyann Zobian

Hensley's Store Wayne & Karen Miller Rosie Shaffer

James & Eric Herman William Milnes Sherwood Forest #223  O. E. S.

Norma Herring Monarch Community Bank Sherwood Lodge #421  F&AM and many anonymous donors

Karen Herzog Joell Morrill Mark & Cathy Slone

Patricia Hetrick Charles & Susan Morton Carolyn A Smith

Mark & Kathleen Hitchcox Betty Motz Gary & Linda Smith

Nash & Trent Homan Elizabeth Mowan Kerry Smith

Hooker Car Washer Inc Jackie Myers Kristy Smith

Onnalee Hoover Stephanie Myers Mary E. Smith

Frank Hull Steve & Janice Myers Raymond Smith

We, the Friends of the Library, wish to thank everyone who gave to the building fund.
This new library was your gift to our community. Thank you and enjoy reading.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

DONORS
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Union Township Board Union City Village Council Branch District Library Board Union Township Library

Ralph Strong, Supervisor   James Campfield, Manager Dorothy Cherry, President Pat Kaniewski ,Branch Manager

Jim Swain Phil Goodrich Bruce Mills, Director Sandy Patterson, Clerk

Bob Hemker Bill Avery Gina Horn

Sue Adolph Jim Hurley Phil Anderson

Shannon Hoskins Tom Lowande Lynda Chan

Dean Hoskins Gayle Clover

Everett VanWormer Patricia Kne Branch District Library 

Georgann Reppert

Bonnie Frick John  Rucker, Assistant Director

Building Contractor Fence Architect Accountant 

Brussee / Brady Inc. Russell & Monique Springborn S.Allen Design Hartman & Hartman

Tom Brady Scott Allen Cheryl Hartman

Plaques Memorial Bricks Celebration                                 Ground Breaking & Open House

Siler's Sports Jarsa & Company Coordinator: Director:

Harold Siler James Littley Community Unlimited Marty Chard

Tents & Chairs:

Merchant’s True Value
Friends   of  f the Library,  Finance Committee and MembersMembers

Dinner:

Jon Rick, President Sandy Patterson Bob Keene Jack’s Family Grocery

Marv Carman, Vice-President Kathy Hitchcox Terry MacDonald

Cindy Sebald, Secretary Jillian Rick Carol Walter Utility Trailer:

Kathy Madden, Treasurer John Rucker Joan Collins Ed’s Auto & Trailer Sales

Jim Hayden Marcia Carman Janet Avery

Ross Byers Mary Guthrie Sue Adolph Cross Country Band:

Beckey Knowles Dick Johns Carle Kever Jim Madden

Terry Knowles Benjamin Chard Shelly Lindsay Burt Madden

Marion Heator Diane Parkison Jenny Smith Gordon Dunn

Russ Springborn Becky Spooner Eldon Mitchell

Pat Kaniewski Jan Hedgcock

We, the Friends of the Library, wish to thank everyone who was instrumental in building the
new library. This building project had many workers from our community, who gave their

time, their energy, and their expertise to see this building to its completion.
Without all of you, this building would not have happened. Job well done.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

ALL WHO HELPED
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CONGRATULATIONS
to the community on the

completion of the
new library.

Jack’s Family Grocery
202 S. Broadway, Union City, MI

517-741-8791

Union
City
Industries,
Inc.

Adhesives • Plastisols • Powders • Primers

101 S. Broadway, Union City, MI
517-741-4671

CONGRATULATIONS
ON THE

NEW LIBRARY!
The community has
done a fine job on
this project.

MERCHANT’S TRUE VALUE
HARDWARE

205 N. Broadway, Union City, MI
517-741-4355

OPEN: Mon-Sat 8-6, Fri 8-8, Sun 9-4 517-741-8665 ©2011 True Value Company. All rights reserved.

JOBWELL DONE!
The Lucille E. Dearth –
Union Township Library
is a beautiful addition
to Union City.
It’s nice to have
a facility of this
caliber for
Union Township.

Putnam Funeral Home
H. Michael Axford, Manager
517-741-9333 • 517-278-2311
501 N. Broadway, Union City

Congratulations
on the fine,
new addition
to our

community……
Lucille E. Dearth –

Union Township Library

Obstacles prevent quick deeding of land
by Mike Warner

Never has giving land away
been so hard.

The Village of Union City had
a small, but vital role to play in the
building of the new Lucille E.
Dearth - Union Township Library.
The village was to offer a 99-year
lease to Union Township on the
parcel of land in Heritage Cultural
Park where the library was to be
built.

Unfortunately, it took a pro-
tracted fight to get clearance from
the Environmental Protection
Agency to release the land. The

property had been contaminated at
one time by an industrial business
on the site. 

While the contamination was
eventually cleaned up, the EPA
was not quick in supplying the vil-
lage with the necessary documen-
tation to allow construction of the
library to begin. The village
wouldn’t have needed the EPA’s
help if they were just going to
develop the land themselves, but
since they were going to hand it
over to the township, EPA
approval was required.

It took a trip by Village Man-

ager Jim Campfield to the EPA
Region 5 office in Chicago to get
the ball rolling.

“It certainly was a lengthy
process,” Campfield recalled.
“Region 5 is one of the busier
offices, and I think that had a lot to
do with it taking so long to get off
square one.

“From my experience, if you
can make personal contact with
the EPA you have a better chance
of speeding up the process, that’s
why I went to Chicago,” he added.
“I tried to put a face and a person-
ality on the project. The personal-

ity being Union City and all the
people who gave money to build
this library. 

“After the trip, things seemed
to move along more quickly,”
Campfield went on. “It increased
the momentum. It was about a
two-year process for me personal-
ly, and I know people were work-
ing on it before I got to Union
City.”

When the EPA clearance final-
ly did arrive, no one was happier
than Campfield.

“It was a great relief. I could
feel the pressure and anxiety from

folks who had worked so hard on
the project. I know people could-
n’t see any sense in why it took so
long, but it didn’t surprise me
because I’ve worked with them
before.”

Now that the project is almost
complete, Campfield said the peo-
ple can focus on the facility and
not the length of time it took to
finally build.

“It’s a great facility. It’s not
just a building to me, it’s almost
like a piece of art.”

He went on to say the aesthet-
ics, the natural light, and the use
of wood and brick all enhance the
library’s appeal. 

“It just positioned so well on
the property,” the village manager
noted. “I think everyone involved
deserves a lot of praise.”

Jim Campfield
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Groundbreaking ceremony draws large crowd
Editor’s note: It took more

than two-and-a-half years from
the groundbreaking ceremony for
the new library until the grand
opening celebration.

Here is a look at the original
story that appeared in the Clarion
following the groundbreaking fes-
tivities.
by Mike Warner

Approximately 200 people
attended the ceremonial ground-
breaking ceremony Sunday, Sep-
tember 20, 2008, at Heritage Park
for the new Lucille E. Dearth -
Union Township Library.

A number of local municipal
dignitaries and civic organization
representatives spoke and took
part in the groundbreaking activi-
ties. Marty Chard served as the
emcee, and opened the ceremony
with a brief welcoming speech.

He told the audience, “This
project has truly been a communi-
ty effort by the people of Union
Township, Union City, Branch
County and beyond. Through
large donations, small donations
and many fund-raisers, over
$450,000 has been raised for the
building of this new library.

“Beyond the money raised, we
can all be proud of the dedication
of the people who understand the
importance of a library to the
local community.”

Chard finished by saying, “In
my lifetime, I have never wit-
nessed such a community effort.”

State Representative Bruce
Caswell was the guest speaker.
Chard cited Caswell for his
involvement in helping secure the
Heritage Park property for the
library. The land was in the pos-
session of the state due to delin-
quent taxes by the previous
owner. Chard also pointed out
Caswell was a donor to the library
project.

Caswell complimented the
community, saying, “Through
your efforts you have added to the
independent spirit epitomized by
our ancestors. When a need arises,
take care of it at the local level.
Through your numerous dona-
tions you are living the old
proverb, ‘Many hands make light
work.’ ”

The politician thanked every-
one who donated, whether the
contribution was large or small.
He used  a track analogy to make
his point, recalling as a track
coach meets couldn’t be won with
just first place finishers. Second
and third place scores were also
needed.

“A project such as this has its
superstars and they are very much
appreciated. But it also has it sec-
ond and third place scorers who

Local dignitaries took turns breaking ground for the library back in September 2008. (Photos by Mike Warner)

See Ceremony, page 15
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also needed.
“A project such as this has its

superstars and they are very much
appreciated. But it also has it sec-
ond and third place scorers who
are every bit as important to the
success of the team.”

Caswell concluded by stating,
“Generations to come will thank
you, and will enjoy the fruits of
your labor. Bless you for your
efforts, and let’s build it.”

Ralph Strong, Union Town-
ship supervisor, praised the coop-
eration between the township and
village in working out lease
details which will allow the town-
ship to own the library, which will
sit on village property.

Union City Village Mayor Pro-
tem Robert Kne echoed Strong’s
sentiments and thanked the town-
ship for their cooperation.

Dorothy Cherry of the Branch
District Library board said while
her group has been mostly on the
sidelines during the fund-raising
efforts, they are standing by ready
to help furnish the facility once
the new library is ready to open.

She said there is $50,000 in a
growing capital improvement
fund which well help supply com-
puters, desk, chairs and other
items.

“I’ve been on the library board
nine years and I haven’t seen any-
thing like building this new
library,” she remarked. “It has
inspired us all. It is a wonderful
project to be a part of.”

Lucille Dearth, whose name
will go on the library, was present
for the ceremony and was recog-
nized, as was Florence McNett of
the Max Larsen Trust. The Dearth
Foundation and Larsen trust were
both large donors to the project.

Also recognized was Elizabeth
Binda of the Binda Foundation,
another contributor to the library.

Tate Goodwin, president of the
Union City Rotary, presented the
second of three $5,000 checks the
club plans on making toward the
project.

The Rev. Karen Nachtigall of
the Union City Congregational
Church gave the blessing for the
new library.

Several groups took part in the
actual groundbreaking cere-
monies, and refreshments were
served following the activities.
The Cross Country Band played
prior to and after the ceremony.

Ceremony
Continued from page 14

Brott’s Grocery &
Convenience M-60

THE LONG WAIT
HAS FINALLY
PAID OFF!

We are very fortunate to
have such a wonderful
facility in our town!

Thanks to everyone for all
the time and effort put
into our new library!

Lucille E. Dearth –
Union Township Library

Much appreciated!
From your family-owned

Spooner Shell/
Brott’s Grocery

After the groundbreaking for the library, visitors enjoyed these cakes.

Miller’s Pharmacy
206 N. Broadway Street, Union City, MI
517-741-3604 • Bruce E. Miller, R. Ph.

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss 
ttoo tthhee ccoommmmuunniittyy 

oonn aa jjoobb wweellll ddoonnee!!
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Glove Coaters Inc.
8380 M-60, Union City, MI

517-741-8402
Thanks to you, we are celebrating

our 50th Anniversay!

to everyone in the community
who helped make the dream
of a new library come true!

s.Allen designRCHITECTURE
49AWest Chicago Street, Coldwater, MI 49036

Scott Allen Morrison, AIA • e-mail: sallencorp@cbpu.com
517.279.7787 fax: 517.279.8903 • Website: sallendesign.com

Congratulations
We are proud to be
the architects for the

Lucille E. Dearth –
Union Township Library

The Union Township Library
served area residents for more
than 50 years at its former loca-
tion, but it was apparent for many
years that a new, modern and
much-larger facility was needed.

Out of that need arose a com-
munity-driven effort to give
Union City a state-of-the-art
library.

One initial determination the
Friends of the Library had to
make was whether to buy an
existing building and remodel, or
build a new facility.

Marv Carman, FOL vice pres-
ident, said the group looked at
purchasing an existing site, but
ultimately decided to build.

“We probably could have
bought a building and got into it
for about $100,000,” Carman
recalled, “but we decided that
really wasn’t what we were look-
ing for.”

One trouble with revamping
an existing building was that the
structure needed a very solid
foundation to hold the weight of
all the books and furniture.

‘We just became convinced
that building was a better
option,” Carman said.

Starting from scratch meant
having to raise more money, so
the FOL got to work. A fund-rais-
ing campaign was launched, and
by the end of July 2006, the first
donations were being deposited
into the new building fund.

After numerous fund-raisers,
grants, pledges and large and
small donations, the group raised
more than $500,000 to build the
new facility, which will house the
Lucille E. Dearth - Union Town-
ship Library on the ground floor
and the Union Township office
on the lower level.

Beyond the money raised,
praise also goes to the dedicated
people who understood the
importance of a library to the
local community and who want-
ed to continue a library to meet
the educational and recreational
needs of the people in the Union
City area.

Because the library cannot
legally own a facility, the village
land-lease agreement is with
Union Township. The western
part of the property will remain
Heritage Cultural Park. 

As a part of the grand opening
celebration, the Friends of the
Library will “officially” transfer
the ownership of the building to
Union Township.

After many struggles and five
long years, the Lucille E. Dearth
- Union Township Library grand
opening celebration will be held
Sunday at 2 p.m.

Group decided to build, not buy

State Senator Bruce Caswell, left, spoke at the groundbreaking ceremony and wil attend the grand opening, while Marty Chard will once agan be
the master of ceremonies.
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Scott Anderson
Sales
1224 Athens Rd.
Athens, MI
T. 269-729-5471
C. 269-358-9712

sanderson@fillmoreeq.com • www.fillmoreeq.com

What an asset
for the people of
Union City.
Knowledge is
with us for life.

Congratulations on
the new library
from all of us at

Fillmore Equipment.

Library bears name of Lucille Dearth
by Jennie Szink

When Lucille E. Dearth was a
young girl in Iowa, books were a
rare and special gift. If she and her
sister did happen to receive one as
a gift, they’d cherish it and read it
over and over. 

Of course, that was before
Dearth had access to libraries.
When she finally did, she and her
husband, Dallas, took great
advantage of the public system.
Dallas would make a trip every-
day to read the Wall Street Journal
before he passed away in 1995.
When Dearth received news a few
years ago that Union Township
was building a new library, a large
donation from her foundation
helped make it possible for others
to enjoy libraries as she did.

Dearth, a former special educa-
tion teacher in Dearborn Town-
ship Schools, moved to Coldwater
after her retirement in 1970.
Before she passed away in May
2009, she’d already begun to allo-
cate her funds through the Lucille
E. Dearth Foundation.

“Her financial advisor told her
to part with her money now so she
could see it going to good use,”
saidRoss Byers, Dearth’s former
neighbor and trustee of the foun-
dation. His wife Marilyn Byers is
also a trustee.

Dearth had allocated a signifi-
cant about of money in her fund
for the Branch County District
Library. Byers said Dearth made
the decision to donate to Union
Township’s library fund after

meeting with Marv Carman. 
“He said they needed an extra

kick to get money going,”Byers
said. “She has a passion for
libraries, and has also donated to
the Bronson District Library so
they could have handicap access.”

Dearth was able to attend the
library’s groundbreaking ceremo-
ny in 2008. In an interview with
the Clarion at that time, she said
the groundbreaking was impres-
sive and she was happy to see so
many people participate. 

“I’m just overwhelmed that they
chose to name the library after me

instead of someone closer,”Dearth
said. “I know people here worked
hard to get the money raised.” 

Dearth added it was unusual to
find three women in their 90s who
so heavily financially supported
the library. They were Dearth,
Florence McNett of the Max
Larsen Trust and Elizabeth Binda
of the Binda Foundation. 

“You’ll probably never get
three ladies like that together
again,” she said. 

She was right. Dearth and
Binda have passed away since the
ceremony. Marilyn Byers said it’s
a shame because she knows
Dearth would have appreciated
seeing the final product.

“When the Dearth Community
Center was being built at the
Branch County Fairgrounds (to
which Dearth also donated), she’d
just sit in bed every day and listen
to the progress on the radio,”
Byers said. “It made her smile.”

Byers added that Dearth sup-
ported anything that would help
the youth in the county, including
a new 4-H Fair Office and several
scholarships. 

After Dearth’s death, the
trustees donated more money to
the library fund to help reach the
goal of building a basement. Ross
said he knew Dearth would have
done the same, and it was worth it. 

“The community will be elated
when they see the new library,”he
said. “It’s just beautiful inside and
out. High praises to Brussee/
Brady Inc(the contractor).”

o Dearth had fondness for books, reading

Lucille E. Dearth

“I’m just over-
whelmed that they
chose to name the
library after me
instead of some-

one closer. I know
people here

worked hard to
get the money

raised.”
Lucille E.

Dearth
2008

PS Food Mart/SUBWAY
8160 M-60, Union City, MI • 517-741-3693

CONGRATULATIONS
The community can be

very proud of
its new library and the
generous folks that
made it possible.
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110 Hammond Street
Union City, MI

517-741-8904

Shear Competition
would like to congratulate
everyone involved in the

Lucille E. Dearth –
Union Township Library

Start to
finish, too
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UNION CITY
ROTARY CLUB

We’re proud to sponsor the
Children’s
Reading Area

in the
Lucille E. Dearth

Union Township Library
Congratulations to the
Friends of the Library,
the building committee,
Union Township,

the Village of Union City and
everyone who donated to give
Union City a state-of-the-art,

first class library.

It’s great to be part of such a
wonderful community.
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The Lucille E. Dearth - Union Township Library: A testimony
to what can be accomplished when a community rolls up their
sleeves, works as one, and gives sacrificially of their money,
time and talents. Thanks to your generosity, generations to
come will be blessed by this outstanding facility. Well done,
Union City.


