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Coldwater Woman Starts Movement
(ED ITOR 's  N O T E :  T h i s  i s  the

11th a n d  f i n a l  a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  i n
commemorat ion  o f  t h e  7 5 t h  a n -
n iversary  o f  t h e  g i f t  o f  a  p u b l i c
l i b ra r y  t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  Co ldwa te r )

B y  P H Y L I S S  H O L B R O O K
"Coldwater  as ever  a t  the f r o n t " ,

ran the  headl ines i n  the  Co ldwater
Republ ican r e p o r t i n g  t h e  f i r s t
meeting o f  t h e  M i c h i g a n  L i b r a r y
Association a t  D e t r o i t  o n  Sept .  1 .
1891. A n d  s o  indeed  i t  seemed.

Coldwater 's  Senator  M o r g a n  had
been respons ib le  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  l i -
b r a r y  l aw  of  1877. Co ldwater ' s  pub-
l ic l i b r a r y  h a d  b e e n  a m o n g  t h e
f i rs t ,  i f  n o t  t h e  f i r s t ,  o f  M i c h i g a n
c i ty  l i b ra r i es  t o  be  establ ished un-
der t h i s  l a w .  C o l d w a t e r  h a d  i t s
f ine C l a r k e  L i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g ,  d e -
signed e x p r e s s l y  f o r  l i b r a r y  u s e ,
years before c i t ies  l i ke  Grand  Rap-
ids, A d r i a n ,  o r  Ka lamazoo  boasted
such buildings. (Mos t  M ich igan  c i t y
l ibrar ies i n  those y e a r s  w e r e  t u c k
into a  s p a r e  c o r n e r  o f  a  c i t y
ha l l  o r  i n t o  a  v a c a n t  s t o r e r o o m
over a  p l a c e  o f  bus iness  —  a n y
tempora ry  q u a r t e r  t h a t  c o u l d  b e
found.)

And n o w  C o l d w a t e r  w a s  t a k i n g
a l e a d i n g  r o l e  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  a
state l i b r a r y  assoc ia t i on ,  w h e r e
al l  t h o s e  i n te res ted  i n  i m p r o v i n g
l ib rar ies  c o u l d  m e e t  t o  d i s c u s s
problems a n d  exchange ideas. T h e
person c h i e f l y  respons ib le  f o r  t h i s
move w a s  o u r  c i t y  l i b r a r i a n ,  M i s s
M a r y  A .  E d d y.

The need f o r  such  a  soc ie ty  h a d
impressed M i s s  E d d y  s o  s t rong l y,
whi le  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  1890 m e e t i n g
of t h e  A m e r i c a n  L i b r a r y  Assoc ia -
tion, t h a t  s h e  d e c i d e d  t o  d i scuss
the m a t t e r  w i t h  H e n r y  M .  U t l e y,
l i b ra r ian  o f  t h e  D e t r o i t  P u b l i c  L i -
b ra ry.  H e  a g r e e d  t h a t  h e r  i d e a
was good  a n d  o f f e red  t o  h e l p  p u t
i t  a c r o s s .  A f t e r w a r d s  M r .  U t l e y
always ins is ted t h a t  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e
founding o f  t h e  M i c h i g a n  L i b r a r y
Associat ion should go to  Miss E d d y
of Co ldwater.

In  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o n t h s  cons id -
erable cor respondence  t o o k  p l a c e
among l i b ra r i ans  i n  the  s ta te ,  a n d
the f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  p ro jec ted
association was arranged.  O f  the 37
delegates r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h i s  g a -
thering, f i v e  w e r e  f r o m  Coldwater,
the l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  g r o u p  e x c e p t
that  o f  D e t r o i t .  W i t h  M i s s  E d d y
'nuke: F r a n k l i n  E .  M o r g a n  and  M r
H. P .  C o l l i n  o f  t h e  C o l d w a t e r  L i -
b ra ry  B o a r d ,  M i s s  F l o r e n c e
Holmes, a n d  the  R e v.  H .  P.  Co l l i n
of  C o l d w a t e r ' s  P r e s b y t e r i a n
Church.

As soon a s  t h e  m e e t i n g  g o t  u n -
derway,  F .  E .  M o r g a n ,  a u t h o r  o f
the a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d '  l  i  b r  a  r  y
l a w „  w a s  appoin ted o n  a  comi t tee
to f r a m e  a  cons t i tu t ion  f o r  t h e  as-
sociation T h i s  document  d r a w n  u p
and accepted,  M r .  M o r g a n  was  e l -
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ver is ty.
In  years  t o  come th is ,  o f  course,

was e x a c t l y  w h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n
publ ic l i b r a r y  d i d  b e c o m e  f o r  a
great  m a n y  people.  I t  i s  a  source
of p r ide  t o  Co ldwater  t o  know  h o w
ear ly  w e  c a u g h t  t h i s  v i s i o n .  N o
one pe rson  a lone  w a s  responsib le.
I t  w a s  a l l  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  l i b r a r y
dream a s  i t  g r e w  f r o m  t h e  beg in-
ning i n  Co ldwate r.

I f  w e  c o n t i b u t e d  s o m e t h i n g  t o
the f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  M i c h i g a n
L i b r a r y  Assoc ia t i on ,  w e  a l s o  r e -
cieved m u c h ,  espec ia l l l y  f r o m  t h e
discussion o f  t h e  D e w e y  D e c i m a l
System o f  c lass i f y ing  books,  a s  i t
had b e e n  i n t r oduced  i n t o  t h e  D e -
t ro i t  Pub l i c  L i b r a r y.  Co ldwa te r  de-
cided t o  f o l l o w  t h i s  D e t r o i t  l ead .
I n  ' t he  n e x t  y e a r s  t h i s  w a s  a c -
complished w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  M i s s
Marga re t  P a r k h u r s t ,  d a u g h t e r  o f
General  P a r k h u r s t  a n d  ' l a te r  t h e
wi fe  o f  W i l l i a m  C .  M o r e y.

A t  t h e  s e c o n d  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e
Mich igan L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,
in 1892, M i s s  E d d y  w a s  e lec ted  a
vice-president.

M a r y  A .  E d d y,  w a s  a  d a u g h t e r
of F r a n k l i n  T.  a n d  E l i zabe th  (Ga r -
land) E d d y ,  w h o  c a m e  t o  S t .  J o -
seph coun ty,  M i g h i g a n ,  f r o m  N e w
Yo r k  State i n  the 1840's, se t t l i ng  i n
Coldwater  a b o u t  1853. M a r y  w a s
probably  b o r n  h e r e  soon a f t e r  t h e
fami l y ' s  a r r i va l .  I n  l a t e r  yea rs  the
Eddys l i v e d  o n  Sou th  F r e m o n t - s t
in t h e  l o v e l y  w h i t e  f r a m e  h o u s e
now belonging t o  D r .  a n d  M r s .  H .
R. We idner.

F rank l i n  T .  E d d y,  b o r n  i n  1816,
had studied l a w  in  Rochester,  N . Y.
and was admi t ted  to  the b a r  there. ,
In  Co ldwate r  h e  b e c a m e  a c t i v e  i n
polit ics, ho ld ing  such pub l ic  off ices
as R e g i s t e r  o f  D e e d s  ( w h e r e  h i s
beaut i fu l  p e n m a n s h i p  caused  c o n -
siderable c o m m e n t ) ,  s u p e r v i s o r
f rom the  Fou r th  Ward ,  and  Jus t ice
of  the Peace. I n  1857 he helped es-
tabl ish t h e  B r a n c h  Coun ty  Repub-
lican, w h i c h  paper  h e  ed i ted " w i t h
a t r e n c h a n t  p e n , "  m a k i n g  i t  a n
impor tan t  ' M i c h i g a n  p u b l i c a t i o n .

Mrs. E d d y  h a d  b e e n  b o r n  i n
Kent  Coun t y,  E n g l a n d ,  a n d  c a m e
wi th  h e r  p a r e n t s  t o  R o c h e s t e r ,
N. Y . ,  w h e n  s h e  w a s  t e n  y e a r s
old. S h e  m a r r i e d  M r .  E d d y ,  J u l y
8, 1843, a n d  t o  t h i s  e x c e e d i n g l y
happy u h i o n  . f i v e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e

• .

ected a s  one  o f  t h e  organ iza t ion 's
vice-presidents, w i t h  M r .  U t l e y  o f
Det ro i t  a s  pres ident .

The m e e t i n g  t h e n  t u r n e d  t o  a
series o f  t a l k s  o n  v a r i o u s  l i b r a r y
problems. M i s s  E d d y ,  o n e  o f  t h e
speakers, r e a d  a  p a p e r  o n  t h e
work t h e  C o l d w a t e r  L i b r a r y  w a s
doing w i t h  s t u d y  c l u b s  a n d  a d u l t
education c lasses i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f
h is tory,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a n d  b o t a n y .
Much s u r p r i s e  w a s  s h o w n  a t  t h e
extent o f  th is  educat ional  p r o g r a m
in Co ldwater  a n d  considerable cite-
suasion fo l lowed.  T H E  R e v.  H .  P.
Coll in, who  had  lead some o f  these
study g roups  a t  t h e  L i b r a r y,  t o o k
considerable p a r t  i n  t h i s  d i scuss -

Later,  M r .  M o r g a n  r e a d  a
thoughtfu l  a n d  s u g g e s t i v e  p a p e r
on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e
publ ic l i b r a r y  and the  publ ic  school
He showed b y  s ta t i s t i cs  t h a t  o n l y
a v e r y  s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s t u -
dents, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  e v e r  r eached
college.The m a j o r i t y  o f  people had
only t h e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  t o  t u r n  t o
for  educa t i on  b e y o n d  t h e  p u b l i c
schools. The  publ ic  l i b r a r y,  he u rg -
ed, m u s t  become t h e  People 's Un i -.

which became  s o  p o p u l a r  t h a t  h e
had t o  r e p e a t  t h e m  a t  t h e  L i -
b ra ry  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  T h e  R e v .
Herber t  Sowerby  o f  St .  M a r k ' s  o f -
fered a  course  o f  f r ee  l ec tu res  on
art. A  m u s e u m  co l lec t ion  o f  m i n -
era l  and  na tu ra l  h i s to ry  specimens
care fu l l y  m o u n t e d  a n d  c a t a l o g -
ed b y  C a l v i n  J .  T h o r p e ,  C o l d w a -
ter  t e a c h e r  a n d  n e w s p a p e r m a n ,
were d o n a t e d  f o r  d i s p l a y  i n  t h e
lecture h a l l .  " L i b r a r y  H a l l "  b e -
came the  foca l  po in t  f o r  a  number
of educat ional  and cu l t u ra l  pro jects

Miss E d d y,  w h o  encouraged a n d
coordinated a l l  these  ac t i v i t i es ,  i s
remembered  f o r  h e r  i n te l l i gence ,
her  r a t h e r  p r i m  a n d  prec ise  m a n -
ner, h e r  d a r k  blue dresses re l ieved
by w h i t e  r u c h e s .  B u t  m o r e  i m -
por tant ly  s h e  i s  r e m e m b e r e d  f o r
her  dedicat ion as a l i b ra r ian .  Whi le
she w a s  r a p p i n g  w i t h  h e r  l e t t e r
opener f o r  o r d e r  a n d  q u i e t  i n  t h e
l i b ra ry,  s h e  w a s  a l s o  n o t i n g  t h e
special n e e d s  o f  h e r  p u b l i c ,  e s -
pecia l ly  those o f  t h e  s tudents  w h o
crowded t h e  r e a d i n g  r o o m .

She w a s  a  k e e n  j udge  o f  cha ra -
cter.  A m o n g  t h e  y o u n g  p e o p l e
under h e r  e y e  w a s  a  C o l d w a t e r
school g i r l  o f  u n u s u a l  i n i t i a t i v e ,
character  a n d  t a l e n t s ,  F r a n c e s
Al ice Ke l l o r  w h o  m i g h t  never  have
become one o f  o u r  coun t r y ' s  g rea t
women, a  l eader  i n  soc ia l  a n d  ec-
onomic r e f o r m s ,  a n d  f ounde r  a n d
eloquent spokesman o f  t h e  A m e r i -

- .  c a n  A r b i t r a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  b u t
for t h e  encou ragemen t ,  g u i d a n c e

C O L D WAT E R  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y,  1900 a n d  p rac t i ca l  he lp  g i ven  t o  he r  b y
Coldwater 's  d i s c e r n i n g  l i b r a r i a n ,

born: Ca ro l i ne  G .  ( M r s .  M o r t i m e r  M a r y  A .  E d d y .
Knowles),  L i l y  L .  ( M r s .  W i l l i a m
H. Dona ldson, )  F r a n c e s ,  M a r y  A .
and F rank l i n  T.  J r.  Mrs .  E d d y  died
in Co ldwa te r,  M a y  20 ,  1884, a g e d
59. M r .  E d d y  d ied  June  6, 1890.

M a r y  E d d y  w a s  appo in ted  f i r s t
l ib rar ian  o f  Co ldwater ' s  n e w l y  o r -
ganized P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  i n  J u l y ,
1881, a n d  cont inued i n  th i s  posi t ion
unt i l  J u l y,  1895. H e r  s i s t e r  F r a n -
ces i s  s a i d  t o  have  w o r k e d  a s  a s -
sistant  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y.  T h e  " E d d y
g i r l s "  m o v e d  f r o m  F r e m o n t  t o
Marsha l l  s t ree t  a f t e r  t he i r  fa the r ' s
death.

Miss E d d y ' s  f i r s t  expe r i ence  a s
l ib ra r ian  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  l i t t l e
brown house w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  t h e
home o f  t h e  L a d i e s '  L i b r a r y.  S h e
presided a t  t h e  open ing  t h e r e ,  i n
Nev. 1881, o f  t h e  C o l d w a t e r  F r e e
Publ ic  L i b r a r y .  S h e  w a t c h e d  t h i s
new i n s t i t u t i o n  g r o w  i n  s i z e  a n d
usefulness, t i l l  i t s  o v e r c r o w d e d
quarters s e e m e d  r e a d y  t o  b u r s t .
Dur ing  t h i s  t i m e  H e n r y  C .  L e w i s ,
president o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  B o a r d ,
died, bequeathing h is  f ine book  col-
lect ion a n d  o t h e r  i t e m s  t o  t h e  l i -
b ra ry.  G e n e r a l  John.  G. P a r k h u r s t
became t h e  B o a r d ' s  second pres i -
dent. Sho r t l y  the rea f te r,  E d w i n  R .
Clarke c a m e  f o r w a r d  w i t h  h i s  un -
expected p r o p o s a l  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e
c i ty  w i t h  a  f i n e  n e w  l i b r a r y  bu i ld -
ing. T h e s e  w e r e  y e a r s  o f  a d v e n -
ture.

On the  even ing the  C la r ke  bu i ld -
ing w a s  ded ica ted,  D e c .  29 ,  1888,
D r.  J . B .  A n g e l l ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e
Univers i ty  o f  M i c h i g a n ,  d e c l a r e d
tha t  h e  c o u l d  t h i n k  o f  n o  C o l d -
water  o f f i ce  h e  w o u l d  l i k e  so  w e l l
as t h a t  o f  l i b r a r i a n  f o r  t h e  n e x t
year.  T h e  oppor tun i t ies,  w h i c h  the
new b u i l d i n g  a f fo rded  i n  ex tended
services, were  a lmost  boundless, he
pointed out. N o  one understood th is
better, o r  w a s  h a p p i e r  a b o u t  i t ,
than M a r y  E d d y.

But  f i r s t  t h e r e  w e r e  s u c h  p r a c -
t ica l  concerns as the purchas ing o f
the h a n d s o t p e  w a l l  c l o c k  w h i c h
0 .  D .  C h a p m a n  f a t h e r  o f  o u r  l a t e
l ibrar ian,  M i s s  M a r g a r e t  L .  Chap-
man, l e t  t h e  L i b r a r y  h a v e  a t  less
than c o s t .  T h e r e  - w e r e  c a r p e t s ,
cur ta ins a n d  d r a p e r i e s  t o  p u r -
chase f o r  t h e  l e c t u r e  h a l l  o n  t h e
second f loor,  w h e r e  p lans  f o r  adu l t
education a l r e a d y  w e r e  un fo ld ing .

The n e w  b u i l d i n g  h a d  s c a r s e l y
opened w h e n  t h e  R e v.  C o l l i n  b e -
gan h i s  se r i es  o f  h i s t o r y  courses
•

JOHN G .  PA R H U R S T

Li t t le  is  known  of  t he  l a te r  years
of M i s s  E d d y ' s  l i f e .  A p p a r e n t l y
she l e f t  Co ldwate r  soon a f t e r  1898,
probably f o r  Ch icago ,  w h e r e  h e r
name appears  i n  t h e  c i t y  d i rec to r -
ies o f  1913 th rough  1917. F r o m  t h a t
t ime  u n t i l  M a y ,  1935, s h e  w a s  l i -
b ra r ian  a t  Ch icago ' s  Sou th  Sho re
Country  C lub .  H e r  l a s t  known,  ad-
dress w a s  5 6 0 2  M a r y l a n d  A v e . ,
Chicago.

M a r y  A .  E d d y  d i e d  o n  O c t .  13.
1940, a t  the  South Side San i ta r ium,
Drexe l  B l v d . ,  C h i c a g o ,  I l l .  S h e
was b u r i e d  i n  t h e  E d d y  f a m i l y
lot a t  O a k  G r o v e  Cemete ry,  Co ld -
water.

The f i ne  w o r k  she s ta r ted  i n  ou r
Publ ic  L i b r a r y  w a s  c a r r i e d  o n  b y
her  s u c c e s s o r ,  M i s s  F l o r e n c e
Holmes w h o  i s  r e m e m b e r e d  i n
la ter  years  a s  M r s .  E .  D .  L e g g  o f
Coldwater.

This s to ry  o f  M a r y  A .  E d d y,  who
started t h e  C o l d w a t e r  P u b l i c  L i -
b ra ry  o n  a  h i g h  road ,  b r i n g s  t o  a
close t h e  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  c o m -
memora t ing  t h e  7 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y
of t h e  ded ica t ion  o f  t he  C la r ke  L i -
bary  Bu i l d i ng .

These h a v e  b e e n  p r o u d  s t o r i e s
of people who  da red  t o  d r e a m  a n d
were w i l l i ng  and able to make  the i r
dreams c o m e  t r ue .  S to r ies  o f
zens eager  t o  g i ve  Co ldwater  t he i r
best. S o m e  g a v e  t h e i r  w e a l t h  a n d
the t reasu res  co l l ec ted  t h r o u g h  a
l i fe t ime.  S o m e  o f f e r e d  w i s d o m ,
surely as  prec ious  a s  go ld .  O the rs
gave i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  en t l u f s iasm
and fa i thfu lness.  A n d  a lways  there
was t h e  g i f t  o f  apprec ia t ion.  N o n e
Of t h i s  g i v i n g  w a s  g r e a t e r  o r  less
than the hea r t  o f  the g ive r.  A n d  so
our  l i b r a r y  was  founded and  g rew.
And so. t h rough  the years  to  come,

ABRAM J .  A L D R I C H

i t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  g r o w  i n  i c e
splendid t r a d i t i o n  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e
character  a n d  d r e a m s  o f  t h e
people w h o  a r e  C O L D WAT E R .

More t h a n  2 1  m i l l i o n  h o u s i n g
units h a v e  been  b u i l t  i n  t h e  U n i t -
ed S t a t e s  s i n c e  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,
according t o  h o u s i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s
at A l l i e d  C h e m i c a l ' s  B a r r e t t .  D t .
vision.

_ 1 4 1C O L D
S P O T S  \

TIN Y O U R 1
-LHOUSE?

INSTALL
CONVECTOR BASEBOARD

ELECTROFIN

by 1111E31=1". . .cE)
Fact, simple, low cost lostallarleel
Temperature control for each rowel
Dual element for reserve heating

power!
Safely cut-out pro ttttt agaisff

accidental overheating!
FOR NEE ESTIMATE PHONE OR Wittig

HARRIS
HEATING

and

INSULATION
Phone 278-5010

214 W.  Chicago
Coldwater

a v o i d  t a n k  rus t ing
b y  f i l l i n g  u p  w i t h

SUNOCO
H E AT I N G  O I L

NOW

/ \
. . .  muggy summer air con-
tains moisture which condenses t o  fo rm w a t e r  i n  a  p a r t l y -
f i l led tank .  Accumulation o f  wa te r  may  l ead  t o  service calls
la ter  o n .  A v o i d  rust ing b y  f i l l i ng  y o u r  t a n k  w i t h

SUNOCO H E A T I N G  O I L  N O W
S U M M E R  PRICES now in effectI

MADS BY 1 5 1  MAKERS O F
BLUE SUNOCO GASOLINE

Pay. Nothing ' t i l  October 1st, o r  use our  famous B U D G E T
PLAN.  C a l l  N o w  .  ,  t h e  S O O N E R  you star t  the  P l a n  this
summer the S M A L L E R  the  monthly payment.

J h e  2 . ) a v i i  C o r n

FUEL.  OIL H E A T I N G  A I R  CONDIT IONING
CUSTOM S H E E T  M E TA L  WORK — S W I M M I N G  POOLS

BR 8-2301 2 8  S. M O N R O E
2- WAY R A D I O  D I S PAT C H E D


