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Prcface

This work is by no means & singuler effort, My sreat
sunt, Edna Littlefield Paddock, end her nephews, George Sterling
Lee and Frederic Paddock Lee, spent many hours sorting end
organizing the overwhelming mess of letters and other materisls,
msny crumpling and feded with age, that form the foundstion
for this finished product, For shier patience and determination,
my mother, Harriet Lee Winlarski, deserves special credit for
her hours of typing and orgesnizing, Msny other members of the
family, ss well as friends and business scquaintsances have
8lso left their stamp on this work, Without their efforts
end intellectval curiosity these materials snd their story
would have been lost to the dust of age, It is s pity that

so few remain to share in the finlshed product,

I have artempted here a portrait of a men who lived in
8 particuler p:.riod in the history of the United Ststes of
Amcrica, Yet, we csn not content ourselves with a view only
of the man, himself, but must, as a matter of course, tske into
account the society 1n which he lived, and loved, and foucht,

For‘as the man is our portreit, the society is his canves,







TABLZ OF CONTZNTS

Chapter I: "Byron" .

Chapter II: "Hattie" .,
"Tne Crippen Family -

Chapter III: "off Lo War"
Chepter IV: "1363"

Chapter V: "186L"

Chepter VI: "1865" .
Epilozue

Appendix

Bibliography

T pask NJIw LS L0 sanF
’ Y T oty —ope
st A as "D:.‘ ‘,)-, Fwar cale _1,0‘_‘!]"__

. O W
D tr‘)a ‘_) S -J1~9JQ»~’
}







Chapter I

Byron

Byron Densmore Psddock was the son of Henry Psddock snd
Silence Hard of Penfield, New York; originslly from Vermont,

He wss born on June 9, 1833, in the Peddock house at Fenfield,l'

Tnis was the first brick housec in Penfield and appsrcntly

quite 2n elsborate structure, "Parties of young pcople out for
their horscback rides, , . often made it their goal, ncver
feilins to exclain over its growing beauty and interest™, -

The followinz descriptions are tsken from "The Henry
Paddoc¥% House nesr Penfield Center" by Serthe 2runer Bouen,

. . .The front porch is unique, It has

no roof but consists of s stone slab 5k

feet szuare snd one foot thick, eprroached

by four stonc steos of tre same lenith and
thickness, The stsence of e roof mekes it
possit2e to sec the full teauty of the lovely
fanliznt svove the door, so perfect in its
desisn, construction and prezervation thet

1t seerms &5 tho it must recently have bcen
pleced thore, instesd of havirg becn beaten
end cuflated by the esst winds of more thon

e century . . . I noticed poart wasy up the
wall st the rirht, what I thought was s

small verntilstor; but it wss nothi- g so
Proseic 83 tu=2t, . , Thet was thec front

door to thc bee cuprtoard which uscd to

stard bctiwicn those two uppcr windowa,







The front door opered into a little pass=-
sce way, the lensth of the walls thick-
ness end erding in a back door inside the
cuprosrd, which stocd stout five feet

high snd wss filled with nerrow shelves
between which the honey vas stored end
cou2d be removed tnrough its two front
doors without disturbirg the bees, O0Of

all Mr, Paddock's clever contrivances,
this was the cleverest and the most talked
sbout. One man seying, 'that Henry Paddock
was the testenest man I ever see, He even
msde 8 place in his house where the bees
went irnto & cupboard enrd left their honey'. .
Henry Paddock was a very clever man and 8
very resourceful man to plen out all the
interesting and convenient things he dic,
He,®1s0, must hsve had money for carrying
out his projects. More than that, he wss
e Christisn gentleman, e member of the
Methodist church who <ave generously for
its support. 1In those days end for years
efterwerd they used to have donations to
suprlement the minister's salary and the
story is told of his going to one of

the gathcrings with 8 milch cow and s

load of hay,3.

.

This wes the house Henry had built for his first wife,
Silence, who always seered to be in poor health.u' It must
hsve becen an unusuel snd impressive structure for its time
reflectins the grest tslent and ingenuity of its builder,
encd this wes the house in which Byron was born end brougnt
up.

Henry took 8 second wife, Ellcn Cenfield, upon Silence's

death, and, sfter his second wife's destn, moved to Coldwster,

¥ichiren with his two younger sons. Here he married e third

time to Jane Hawley snd was killed sccidentally while hunting







about 1855.5'

The records available on the Paddock femily ere rsthur
incomplete but Hernry secms to have hsd seven children in
the following order: William Huddleston, Marietta, Irs
Warner, who died in childhcod, Charlotte Orcdelia, Byron
Densmore, Benson Warner, and Henry Perry.b- The fanmily,
perhaps due to Eenry's threc merrisges, seems to hsve drifted
svert, Byron mentioned his brothers seldom snd only with
something of dislike., Willism was seppsrently of doubtful
rorals end Byron writing to Hattie on April 13, 186%, says
thst he (¥illiam) got himself involved in 8 secrct schemse
at the beginning of the wer to btuy up Southeri: cotton and

then sell it irn the North for & lesrge profit; s schome which

backfired.7'. Williem's influence, Byron fecls, i3 undesirzble

for his younrer brotner, Perry, vwho, Byron feels, is som:vwhst
vesrewilled, Perry married in 1863 and settled down to
farmirg in Nichigan.s‘

Bennie served in the wer end was ststioned for e time
with Eyron, Howevcr, he fell ill and Eyron wes eventuelly
gkle to secure his dischargc.g' None of the family sec¢ms to
have distin;uished hirself during the wer; certainly e circun-
stance which 3yron counted against them, Henry Psddock hsad
served nobly in tnc War of 1812, his fethor had been 8 csptsin

in the Revolutionary War,10- gnq Byron's son, Carl, scrved







during the Spanish-#nmericsn War.ll

Writing on Octobter 10, 186L, Eyron revesls an unenthusi-
astic aztitude sbout his brothers saying:

I wrote 8 letter to Zennie at Nashville
stating that there was s good ogportunity
for him to cet into business at that

place and advisinz him to let his farming
go and come down there ss my friends would
assist him in getting e situstion, I also
sent him a pass through to Nashville and
told him if he concluded to go to see you
end you would let him hsve 50-fifty dol-
lars of my money, Why I did this wss
beczuse I did not nor do not went him or
eny one else of the family to xnow who
transacts ry business or how much I have,
Enclosed I send you the order on lr, Rane
dsll for the emount, Do not drsw it for
him unless he has fully decided to zo to
Nashville, You cen if you feel ony de-
licecy in the matter explein to ir, Ran-
dall way I gave the order to you, I am
anxious to nsve Zennic do well and want
one of the f2mily to take a position that
will reflect crcdit upon the rest, I

em satisfied that if he tries he c¢sn do
ecually as well as myself and as for the
other two they must look out for t‘ncmselves.l2

In spite of 3ll this Eyron secems to at least hsve held his
father in some esteem beczuse he writes sdamantly to Ha:ttie
in 186l thet he does not wish his pert of the cemetery lot in
Penfield sold, "™ . . ., I intend if I con find the remains

of my father to have thew teken to Penfield or purchase a

lot in Coldwzter but prefer to remove them to the former if

possizle™, 13 4-parently his fethior's whereabouts being un-







- € -

known 8t the time of his desth, an sunt hsd been buried in
the plot in the place next to Silence, Henry's first wife,
without Byron's knowledge, This fact zeems to have annoyed
Byron a greet deal and he ‘was determined to rectify it,

Byron was on his own et an early sze and travelled to
Cslifornia during the gold rush of 1849 at the age of seventeen,

Settling temporarily in the Sscramento eres he may have served

as sheriff for a time.lh His activities during the p:riod

betwzen the go0ld rush snd the war are uncleer, tnough he
lived in Coldwater and was active in organizing a militia

bs-tery of light artillery which he Yater captained,
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Chapter II

Hattie

Byron's ccnfidant and future wife, Harriet (Hattie)
Criopen, the dsughter of the Reverend Elliott lcHenry Crippen,
a Methodist minister, and Maria Kelly Halsted, wass born at
Coldwater, Michigan, February 15, 1839.15 Marie becsme 8
relicious leader and teacher soon efter her marrisge to
Zlliott. In 1835 Meria snd Blliott moved to Michigon from
Penfield, New York, the location of the Paddock family resi-
dence, with his parents, Zsther and Zradley Crippen. "The
entrance of the farmily into Coldwater procduccd quite a sensation,
The per-:r spoke of the great scGuisition they made to the town
and church, They were called !'The R;yal Family'."lé Here
Z1liott "held pastorates in the lethodist Church in many of

the lsrge places™. 17 Maria died of apoplexy on Februsry

21, 13h9.18 Her two children, Bradley and Haorriet Adeline,

went to live with their sunt snd uncle, Betsey Ann Crippen
end Dsrwin Littlefield, e proninent Coldwater doctor, The
Littlefields w:zre ezrly founders of Coldwater having slso
em.greted from FPenficld with Hattie's grandparents, Tsther
end Zra2lz2y Trippen in 1835.19

Elliott Crippen continued his 1life &3 sn itinerant
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Vethodlst minister and merried &sther Plerce slso of Lold-
weter on Aucust 12, 1850, They hed et lesst threce children,
Walter, Henry, who died in infancy, end Mary.zo-

The femily reccords fail to explsir why the first children,
Herriet end Bradley, left their fether to live with the
Littlefields, It may nave teen simply because Elliott's
life es 8sn itinerznt preacher wes considered sn unsuitabtle
ore for younz children or there may heve been some-friction
between his second wife and his first wife's reletions,

Furth rmore therc ere no records showing wnether the two

children wenrt to reside with the Littlefields before or zfter

their fether's remsrrisse snd there is little, if any,

cvicence of cormunicstion with or even mention of Elliott

Crivpen sftezr the children moved to the Littlefield residence,
Hettie's zrendfather, died in 1855 and his wife,

Esther, went to live with ner dsuzhter, Betzey Ann Littlefield,

end the children msy heve made the move with ner st that time.zl'

Hzttie, due to her fathzcr's influence snd the family ate-
mnschere, became ective in the Coldwzter Methodist Church and
served as cholir orzanist for twenty yeers, Her father tefore
her motrer's desth had scrved ac chaplain for the stste prison
st Jecxson, Michizsn.®?r koth Hattie end Pradley sppercntly

eccompenicd their lother and mother on visits to the prison;

the entire farmily esarnin; the respect srnd liking of the prisoncrs,
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One prisoner maie him (£lliott) & beau-
tiful snuffcox with 8 silver plate on

the top of which was Zlliott's monogram,
Another prisoncer carved & perfectly
forned wooden doll for his smell daughter,
Herriet . . . Doth Harrlet and Zradley
were great favorites with the pr%ioners
end wandered ariong them et will,

Years later in her correspondence with Captain Pa.idock, Hattie
mantions visits to the prison on several occasions, apparently
having continued this philantaropic sctivity after the break-up
of the fsmily,

There is much similerity in Hattie's end Syron's fanmily
bacxground snd indeed they seem to have been cousins, The
Crippen and Peddocit femilies held edjoining farms in Penfield,
Mew York, and Silence Hard, 3yron's mother, wss the younscr sister
of Lsther MNard, Hattie's grendrmother and of 3Setsy Ann Little-
field vho raiscd Hattie end her brother, Brsdley.zh

It is rot clear how or wiure ilattie and 3yron becane
acjuasinteld, It may have been throuch memb:irs of both fanilies
wno had been neichbors in Penfield, or they may hsve met wvhile
Byron wzs recruiting for the battery in Coldwater, At eny
rete it wss not love st first sight. =sttie's sunt and uncle
were disaporoving of 3yron end tried to prevent Hattle from
sceing dyron or even writin: to him,

Uncle is horme end will be for a week or
so and I thlink it best to wait till he goes
becx, You k79w my reason ond tr.st you will

8ce tne propriety of my doing 8s I_go but
I will s2. you 35 soon sa rosible,€

She indicates thst althoush she zzurned his tten%ions ot

first she later (for unststed r.psons) becare deterrired to







circumnvent her Uncle's ban against Byron,

I can think more rcasonably tonight than
for a long time beforc and can excuse a
great Zesl that has seemed inexcusable,
When I remember their great kindness to
me till now I have 'had no resson to come
plain, end knowing that I em thwarting
the dearest wish of their hearts in loving
as I choose yet in time hope tney will
think of it more favorsbly . , . Byron
with your spproval I csn btesr a grcat
desl but when they speak 111 of you,

you must allow me to resent it ., , .,

It is certainly & gr-at plessure to me

to see you = but this restraint is so
tiresome, I can't endure it much longer
and not to be allowed to act as feolings
would dictate, even as far as treating
you with politeness, I want the liberty
of seeinz snd going with you when I
choose, without lesving home to do so.

I will try 2ni be patient - but when I
think of the manner you have been treated
my patience is all gone and znzer teikes
its place., If possirle will meet you at
Mary's to:orrouw at two otclock, I am in
want of vour sdvice more than ever , , .
I think thcy zre gettin; auite 3uspicious
of this letter to Srgfley, so good night
with love of listtie,®-
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L. Bredley Crippen
res; Berksnire Co,, N.Y,, Fairfield, N.Y., Lima, M.,Y.,
Kerkimer Co., N.Y., Penfield, N.Y,, and Coldwater, !Mich,
born: Scpt. 25, 1733.
died: Nov., 15, 1835 at Coldwater, Mich, Buried there,
Merried: Zsther Hard et German Flats, N,Y. on April 20,
1804,
born: Feb, 23, 1737, -at wuebec,
died: at Coldwater, Mich, Aug. 22, 1863,
daughter of Philo Hsrd end Currence (Hawley) Herd,

Children:

1, Earriet
. Lorénzo Dow

Philo Hsrd

TTSSY And CRIPPEI, b,10/31/1811, d.4/8/1836 et
Colcéwater, ilich, m,12/13/1830 at Penfield, N.,Y, to
Dr, Darwin Littlefield, b,11/9/13897, &t Arlinzton, Vt,
d. 3/13/1870. Three children died in infancy,
§. ELLIOTT ¥CHINRY CRIPPE:l, b,2/22/181) at Penficld,N.Y.
d. at Jsckson, Mich, 11/19/18738, m.2/3/1834 to laris
nelly Halsted, ©‘nlldren Bradley and Earriet Adelirne,
nar, tsther Pierce of Coldwater, liich.,, 8/12/1350,
Chiliren Henry, Jalter, Msry

Benjamin “niteheead Crippen,

Yurrencz Adeline,

]

Gideon L,

Fwn

(oL N No i
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Chapter III

Off to Wsr

Byron Psidock joined 3ettery F, 1lst Regiment of the
Michigzsn Licht Artillery upon its formation on January 1, 186227‘
He sccepted his fete philosophically, writing the following
entry into his diary on that dste:

'Today our hopes we number o'er
The worth of csch to test & prove;
And countless wishes to offer up

For all we have, or know, or love,!

An 2 soldign end cxpect to 5o end fight for
Uncle 3Sam, <P

The militis tecmae an official part of the Unitcd Ststes
eriy on January 9, 1362, end his term of ernlistment wes ostensibly
szheduled to ernd on Jamusry 9, 1865,29- gt which time he planned
to r-turn to Coldwst«r znd msrry Hattie, slthou:h they wvcre
not officially enrcesed until some time later,

At Tirst srxy 1life diffecred little from civilien life,
The tottery remsircd zt Coldwater until the tnird of MN-rch,
1862,37¢ Durinc this tire he writes of visits to the Mosonic
Lod=ec, of wnicn nr wss & memter; sleigh ridin: prrtics; end of

.- Tame . .31
rcculsr sttendsnce st ChUPC“-B He ettcrded the Zantist Church

of wnich his fa9mily had been members,Be' ard tne Mcthoiist Church
of wnhich Hattic wrs & meimter, On one occzsion he writes of
stterndin- 8 cervice a3t the Zpisc--21 Church,33.

Althov-h he remsined in Coldwater for srrroxinmntcly throc
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months and Hattie lived with h:zr aunt and uncle just outside
of the towr, itself, it is not cleer how much they sow of
each other, His disry entry for Jsnusry 25, resds:

dhat excellent sleirhing we have now

end yct I am not situated ass to be shle
to enjoy it, end why? because, , 3b.

Her family were epparently unwilling to ellow him to cell
on her, so they were forced to mske errangements to meet at

the home of friends, the Holways. They met in this manner

on Janusry 30, and "msde srrangements for s sleighride".BS'

The situstion was no doubt unplessant snd made meetins difficult
for the couple, though they vere seemingly ss deterrmined for
their pert. One triumprant diary entry resds: "Whst e tine
I had this eveninz yet I saw her vhen I most wished in spite

of scme meddlesorme rclatives".36'

Soretimas 8 Sunday evening at the Holwsys would be conven-
icntly concludcd with the couple's asttending the evening service
st the lethodist Church thourh this was uncdoubtedly et thec risk
of her reletives' disspproval, Indecd, such sn evening was
Sunday, March 2, the nicht before the bsttery's departure for
Kentucky. They mct st the Holweys that evening after church
end & t<rce disry entiry reedy: Called st lir, Holwsy's after
church srd stafd guite late,"37.

At 4:20 A.¥., Msrch 3, 1362, the battery left by trein
for Louisville, Kentuckxy., They chanred trsins in Selem sand

Lew Alteny Crocainzg snd ezain et Indisrspolis, sftcr plowing
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through a hcavy srowstorn,38 At Jeffersonville thney stayed
over night, arrivinz in Louisville on VWednesdsy, Merch S, and
settled in at Canp Giltert,39

Soon after arriving ot Camp Gilbert the weather seems
to have temporarify thswed and, heving no pressing duties,
Byron passed the tim2 by tourinz the countryside, He visited
e "deserted Secesh mansion"ho, snd on Msrch 9, he end Licu-
tenent Eolbrook, went to Genersl Taylor's plantstion "end were

very kindly shown sround by his nephews wnho took us to the

vault that contained all that is mortel of the 0ld hero; Peace
to his ashes."hl

During the lste winter and early spring of 1862, two of
the bié%st prodblens faced by thetttery were the weath.r,
which wes codtinuslly cold &end rainy, end the sicknessz of its
renbers, By April 5, sixteen men were hospitalizcd,he 3y
April 25, thirty wen wzre in the hospitel, snd Byron, himself,
while not hospitalized, had fallen ill, so while only onc man
died of disessc in 1362, twoenty-four wcre dischsrzed in thet
year due to disobility.h3 In fact some of these disability
dischsrzes mny have resulted from disesse, Byron's own brother,
a8s previously mentioned was so discharged from szrvice,

On Msrch 31, the battery merched 20 milos to Fort Blair,
where they slept the first night without tents or stoves b
Life was 1little differcent et the new camp, and Byron's routins

s:ems to have btecn conccrncd with harndline suapnlies, suipore
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visins foracing details, and drilling. Ocecssicnally he would
travcl to Louisville on business, which usuelly consisted of
orderinz furthcr provizions, Although Byron entered the dat-
tery as s private, he was made quartermaster sergeont on the

mustering in dste, Jaruary 9, end on November 11, 1862, he

wn

was commissioned senior second lieutenant.k I'ne co.xmission
dated from Lieutenan® Tyler's death,

Morale amon; the men was spperently not hich during this
period, At least the officers had relief from the dull routine
in 8 trip to Louisville where they might attend the theater,
or even in e short sichtseeing tour throuch thke surrouniing
countryside, However for the enlisted men there seemed to bte
little relief, The routine consisted of drills, mesls, end
other unexciping tedxs, Consequently, with the sickness end
boredom there was some agitation emong the men, On Mondey,
April 29, one man wss put on bresd and water "for refusing to
do duty",lb. on Tuesdsy one of the corporals wss sccidently
shot throuch the lez, Then on Mondsy, May 5, "h2d quite o
mutiny, . . Men refused st first to drill with muskets, All
quiet now."™7¢ icanwhile there had been reports of 2 fierce
bsttle st Pittsburzh Lending where many men on both sides
were killed, There were slso occasionsl runmors that retel
guerrillss had becn sichted in the stete, Scoutine parties
were sent out from the camp, but the battery, ss yet, had

ha2 no contect with the cnemy,
)







w i, -

Byron was 8 strong man who held strong opinions about the
people with whom he ceme in contact, To his mind, while the
1life of 8 soldier was not the best, it was 8 duty to be under-
taken honorsdbly. Maiingerers, wesklings, end othcrs who tried
to evade their duty reccived little sympathy from him,

Had a company drill marched them all
down town whilst manoeurvering one of
their guns went ofr and pessed through
the side of 8 house and drépped upon the
floor, One men threw his gun down and
refused to do duty Arrcsted him gnd he
will be gunished,ue

Sent a man to Loulsv&lle prison for
disobeying commands, 9

I am glad thaot they sre going to draft
in Fichizan for it will make some of
those milk and water rizn look pale who
have bcen so enxious to hg&e everyoody
but themselves go to war,

Apparently he held such an unfavorable view of his tenticote,
Junior Second Lieutenant Henry A, Hutson, "“Lieut, Hutson is

boring me by reading poetry the effusion of some soft end shallow

- : .oqn 51
brain similer to his own". The exact story of Hutson is not

clzar, There ere vague references to nl~ in the diary throughout

the lste sprins,

Hed 8 lorg_talk with Hutson on privete
businecss,”

e o o C2rdo up to the city, Found Licusl,
Tyler necre we ere gotting slon; well
with Hutsona cese,

Today,an Order ceme for th? zrrest of
H,A,H end 8 cood letter fronm Gov, Blair,
A1l ri-nt, liow Bp will see wiio _. to
control o fairs, -l
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Have got H.A,Hd, under arrest.55

I feel nreatly relieved for my tentmate
has gone. Yes H,A. Kutson has resizned
snd gon§6tbis roraing, “ueno., “ucno,
Furrah,

Mesnwhile, while Byron was working on "Hutsons Csse",
@ scouting p:zrty traveled down to Henderson, Kentucky, engaged

the enemy and Lieutenant Tyler was killed.57 byron, himself,

was sick for some time, end stayed with a "secesh"28 family.

A hint of scandal had touched the battery &3 well with reports
that Sergesnt 3Brown's wife,who had come dowWn to be with him,

end the Captain's servant, Perry, were linked togethcr.59

‘here was elso the increesing problem of rebel guerrilles,
particularly Morzan, Consequently thc routine hs+ undecrgone
8 chenge with reinforccments to the fort's structure and in-
cressad guard duty for the mon.60

August lj, was election day throughout the state of Ken-
tuc':y, snd, because of the threat of disorder from reccl
guerrillas end rccel sympathizers, detachments of troops
wore sent to Garncttsville esnd Brendenburg to "be there , . .
at the election and keezp the 3ecesh quict".61 The election
psssed off without any trouble where they were, "The Secesh
ell refused to vote" 62

“uch of the re~ainder of “uzust wes spent in getting
ejuipped, Csptain Andrcws returned to Michizan to recrulit,
end lieutensnts Hale and Andrews were scnt with 8 section to

Lex!n=-ton, Tais left 2yron in comnand of the csop,
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On August 22, 3yron moved the remaindsr of the battery
to Lexington to jJoin the first brigade under cormand of “olonol
Lucas, August 25, he roved wita the first brigsde nesar Riche
mond, Kentucky, whecre hz joined Lieutensnts Hsle sand Andrews,
On Auzust 29, ths union forces met and repulsed s body of
redbel 08V81r7.63 but the next day one of the most dissstrous
battles of thz war occurred st Richmond, Kentucky,

At five thls morninz our pickets, etc,
were driven in and ewsy we went with
our Battery, Went about 3 mile when thse
Rebels opened fire upon us = fousht
about three hours when they drove us
back end continusd to do s0 - fougnt

all dey end at nisnt = they comp%Ftely
victorious with great slsuchter,®?

The 3Battery was surrounded by Rstels,
He (C-pt. Pcdidozsk) was mounted on s
poszrful black horse, 2Reslizing that
they would be csptured he turncd to his
men end said, 'I ea going to try to
brez¥x thiroush tasir lines, Fall in
behind rme and follow, 8ll of you thst
wish?', With that he started his horse at
full spesd., His rove was unexpected by
the Rebols snd before they new what he
intended doinz, he wes upon them, Lt,
Padcock charged tnrouch the *evel Lines
where they scemed thinnist knocliing
down men, o2 of his men followed 2nd
escaped witn him, The, rest of the
bsttery was captured, 543

The union forces w:ire routed and forced to flee throuch
Kentucky. JThey let Lexington the evening of Septertber 1,
and the redels were close behind, After travelins throuch

Versailles they pauscd for rest in frsnkfort, Septe:der 3,
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Ceme in last night st ten o'clock,
Plsnted our guns et the end of the
Bridge and laid down on the sidewslk
and slept soundly. The Rebels sre 66
close upon us and we ere off sgein,

The hurried msrch to Loulsville was hesrdest on the infantry
es many fell behird end were captured by the enemy, but by
September 5, . . . "At last we are et Louisville ssfe, Secesh

did not follow us farther then Shelbyville", 67

Beck st Louisville the old camp routine was not resumed,
Byron hed been back but several hours when he was sent "in
command of our piege in company with a Detachment of Cavelry"
to search for John Morgan.68 During this expedition he menaced
to keep up his correspondence with Hsttie, and it is from this
that one feels the frantic pace and the overwhelming weeriness
thet those men must nhave felt,

e« « « It hes been a number of dsys &nd
even weeks since I have had an opportunity
towrite to you., It is rot because you ere
forgotten but becsuse I could not. Since
writing to you lasst I have seen some hsrd
times snd have been in one pretity rough
bsttle and got bsdly whipped too but em
ready to try them sgain., . ., I got

your letter st Lexington but we had to
commence 8 retrest the ssme dsy, consequently
could not then answer it end even now

have not time to sey what I wish to and
will lesve it until I return to Louis-
ville which will be in e dsy or two if
Morgen don't teke me, Our Battery hss
becn tedly cut up, Over hself of the men
ere killed snd prisoner, I em vzry tired
end even hungry for provisions are scarce
end casnnot be had gor love nor money in
meny pleces . , , 69

Immediste threet from the rebel forces slackened only
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temporsrily before reports were circulating thet Gereral Bragg
was epproscaing Louisville, Consequently troops were busy
fortifying the fort snd sccesses to it, Meanwhile edditional
troops were reporting in to replesce the large numbers lost at
Richmond, “rong these new forces was Benson, one of Byron's
younger brothers, who errived with Ceptein Andrews on September
20,70
Sickness was still a big problem smong the men, and lerge

numbers of men were on the sick lists throuzhout the fsll,

Quite a number of our men are sick with

various disesses, ©oSome say the ldcation

of our camp is bad, But I judge irom

avpearances thet & certain cless of women
have caused the most sickness, !4

Cne of tﬁose who becere chronically ill was Bennie,

Poor Bennie I had the lMedical Inspector
exarine him yesterdey he says his lunzs
are bsdl7 disessed end thst he needed
the conforts of home life insteed of
enduring the exposures of camp and ssid
that if I would make out his discharge
papers he would have him mustered out of
the service. I am sorry thst it must be
so for I 1like to have him with me, I
had ro idea that he wes so much disessed
end fear that he will not live long,72

Shortly efter Bennie's discharge Csptain Andrews, 8 personal
friend of 3yron's resizned send left the service, This was une-
expected snd came @3 8 blow to Byron, "Received & letter from
Lieut, Hsle saying that Ceptein Andrews hsd resigned, A
good man has left us. The compeny has lost & good officer end

I & good friend",73

To Hattie the resizneation of Ceptsin Andrcus was more thsn
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the ldss of a good officer and friend, it was the the doss

of 8 strongz ergurent szsinst her family's condemnation of
Byron, The captain was spparently s respocted men, judgzed

by meny, including Hettie's fsmily, of possessing high morsal
standsrds., lherefore his friendship and influence represented
s point in Byron's favor,

Now Pyron you knd># I have faith in you,
haven't I trusted you for 8 long while

et home, I should have no fear but away
there end camp life st best must bte dull
and rionotonous enrnd no one around but rough
men such ss the privates ususlly &re, Am
I to blame for fearing just a little, 1I
should fear for Ceptsin just the szme if
left alone with such a set, Dear Byron
you know I heve all confidence in you end
think jour principle just as good a&s his,
but he is older and hss never been tried
8s you, I think there is very few that
heve nsver yieldcd to temptation end
should you fa2ll you knrow now many of my
hopes must go with thsat fall, end if I em
ov:ir anxious plesse don't be engry, 4

You say that you would like to have the
Coptain bsck only thst you fear for my
morsls. Now really I don't believe that
You have fa2ith in me even'to a grain of
mustsrd - and I suppose if the Csptain
should cet a3 discharge (and that is very
doubtful noWw) you would imazine that I

was into sll menner of dissipstion, MNow
dear Hattie do you thinx that the exemple
end influence of the Cepteln is the sole
ceuse of ny morality, If thst be the cese
you will have to hire him to £o0 with re

at 011 times end plzeces., I kcow Lorman's?S
steandard of nmorels are not what you would
like in me, and sre not what they should
be yet I have the corflidence to beliove
thet neither he nor 8ll the proflicates in
the Army can swerve me from the course







thst I have marked out to follow. This is

8 bold assertion and one nust fecl ssn -
guine of his rmorsl strength, Well I do

for I vrow tnat together with your influence
it will cerry me ssafe throurg free from the
contsminations of camplifc.7

It 1s difficult to understand Hattie's or her femily's
fears for Byron's moral character, His writing reflects a

men whose moral and pertiotic philosophizing 18 sometires

casrried to dramatic extremes,

We have too many kid glove. officers

whe ..much tary sround the cities snd
live on the fet of the lend than do

their duty like men, It maokes me almost
sick of Shoulder Strsps end if I don't

wear them with more profit and berefit

to the Governzment and honor to myself;

then I want them tzken from rme for they

ere intended 83 a bsdge of honor and meri%
end should not be disgrsced by poltrcons, 7

Althouzh both Byron snd Hettie set high standzrds for
themselfes they did ot slweys meesure others by these same
stsndsrds. She wrote to him of "rough men such as privstes
ususlly are™78 clcerly viewing them as e group spert and celow
Byron's set, He, as quoted sbove, defines the duties snd stenderds
of en officer, but these are not epnlied to "the men". It is
the officers who szt the pace and provide the leaders:ip, snd
it 1s the officers who eschicve success or failure,

The Sout: for several weeks psst nss
obtsined an sdventsze if not & complete
victory . . . 4hy it 15 I know not un-
less it be csused by the inefficiency
of 8 greast many of our officers the
feult cernot be in the men for they

have with tut few cxcey&ions fougznt
well snd brovely,







= 91 =

And ficht wes ell one could or should expect from "the ﬁen".

Of his brother officers in the tattery Byron expressed
no less firm opinions., The ceptain wes his friend ard no
doubt his model, Of Hutson he was contemptuous and reluctant
to waste spece to discuss nim, Licutenant Tyler, his predecessor,
he had sdmired, snd Lieutenant Hele, the captain's replacement,
he seems to have respected, But one officer, Serzeant Brown,
soon to be lieutenant, he disliked and dis:rusted, Brown,
wno was3 spparently jeslous of Byron, had begun plotting with
Normsn Andrews, the captsin's brother, to thrust himself shead
of Byron in the line for promotion. Working quietly, with
falsified signatures, Brown end the youn:;er Andrews were
attempting to blacken Byron's record with Governor R2leir of
Michizen, by whose suthority officers were commissiored 2and
pror.oted, The plot wa3 uncovered months later in 1863 when
8yron becsme elligldble for the tattery capteincy,

Mesnwhile Byron was receiving sttention from his superiors,
On Wednesdsy, December 17, General Granger srrived st RBowling
Green and ordered Byron to take commsnd of 8ll the srtillery
in the 2rizsde, Five days earlier, after on inspcction by &n
officer of Genersl Rosecrsns' staff, he was complimented in
heving "s section of Artillery in the best of order",39.
This came on the heels of General Granger's carlier compliment

to the eflfect that he wanted 3yron to continue 83 s member

of nis re;iment.al-
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1862 dwindled to &sn end and, slthough thore were no further
battles for the battery, there waos little left in December,
1862, to remind the men of the ease and boredom of Janusry,
1862. The war nad just begun, and, though the militsry outlook
for the union forces was less then rosy, hopes for sn early
pesce predoninsted,

My Dear Hearers - I now appear before

you for the last time this year, 01d
Father Time is sbout to leave us, And
snother new year will soon be ushered in,
Wwhat a situstion we sre in, Surrounded
by the enemy with all communication cut off
end rsduced to3/h4 rations is csrtainly
delizhtful, oSut it is one of the vicise
situdes of war, Now my friends, I wish
you a Happy llew Yesr, And when another
year shell have pgssed swuy may Peace

have been restored and this glorious

Union stitl stronger cemented than ever.83
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Chapter IV
1863

New Yesrs Dsy is again with us and a

very pleassnt one it is too, The at-
mosphere is clear snd warm; and the sun
shines so brigsht tnat it meskes me slmost
forget th2t I em a soldier: that this
besutiful Country has been snd is now

being deluged with the blood of its own
people, Yes too true it is that Civil

Wer is upon us., Go where you will
preparations for war meet you on every
hend. ‘“Ynen will it cease! Vhen will '
peacec be restored to this now urhapoy
Country, God ~rant that it may be soon,
Todsy instead of greoeting my friends

et nhoms with o "Heppy New Year", I

have been trying to mske nyself more, s
efficient with the weapons of dcath.oh‘ /2

The year, 1863, bezan e&s 1862 had left off, The union
forces st Zowling Green, Kentucky, which included Byron with
one section of Zsttery F, 1lst Michizan Regiment, Licht Artillery,
were surrounded by retel forces snd communication with Louisville,
including mail and supclies, was cut off, Even the pleasant,
sunny weathcr was not to lest, for by January 3, 2 long period
of rsiny, c»ld weether had set in, ellevisted only rarely by
sun end warrmth, Coupled with the disatreeable wcather wss in-
creasing sickness emongst the men, The disry entry for Jesnusry
13, reeds: "#arn but cloudy., Looks as thouzh it mi:-ht storm
soon. . . ., A nunber of nmy men sre sic% (onec very donqerous)".as'
Almost two weel’ 3 12ter on January 25, "It is Sunday end e lonely

desy to me, Atmoschere cloudy end deamp, It is slso very muddy,
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Many of the men sick snd myself not feeling well and threstened

with a fever".86. op January 29, Byron reports that he moved
the camp to what he hoped would be & nezlthier spon, snd with
the change in westher the health of the men began to improve.

While idle and somewnat isolated st Bowling Creen, Byron
spent the time organizing the men for tsrget practices end
drills., He elso writes of having had much psper work for the
battery to contend with, snd he engages in that timeless per-
osative of & soldier, complaining,

We csnnot get eny meil from home - so
tske it 21l in 8all and tnincs don't
look particulsrly bright or pleasant,
Why is it that Uncle Sam don't errsnge
matters so that we can get our mail
matter, It looks to me wrong that we
wno are fizhting the battles of our
Country end enduring the hardsrips of
8 Soldiers life should be deprived of
about the only pleasure we have -« thst
of regceiving letters from loved ones st
home ,“ (-

Have sbout given up all hopes of seeing
the Paymaster until snother two months
et least has rolled eround, It is too
bad to think that good Soldiers should
be thus treested whcneéboir families
need money so badly, -

In early 1863 there wes s change in the conduct of the

war on the part of the federsl government which greatly disturbed
Byron, This was the propossl by Consress to raise ncgro reziments,
Byron expressed stron- opinions on this proposel end on the
government, itself, in the following diary entries dated Feb-
rusry S and 6, respectively,

I see by the peaoers that the Dcar Nigzer

is the oil pervzding topic in Congress,

Bill hes been passed to raise Three
Hundred liiz-ers to fircnt our battlcs.eg-
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Great God! Cen it be thst our Congzress

has become so fanatical ss to think nor

talk of snything but Nigecers, The ides

of raising hesro Reziments to fight our

battles 1s & shame and a disgrace to the

brave Soldiers of our army, It is enough

to discourage sny man that has any cride

about him, Men that wou58 vote for such

8 bill ouzht to be shot, ’™*

lt {s difficult to resd with sympatay Byron's views on

the negro race if it is done in terms of modern day concepts,
It is an 8all-too common assumption smong students and laymen
that the Civil War sepsrated sn anti-slavery North from & pro-
slavery South, Yet Byron's attitude towsrd the negro was not
an unusual one smong northern civilians and soldiers, alike,
The "csuscs™ of the Civil War may be discussed snd debsted
today among students snd historisns slike, but for PByron
there was no reason for debaste. Hhe fouznht in a uniform of blue,
for the csuse of the union and because of en abstract sense of
honor end pstriotism which always seemed to guide him ss an
officer and g "gentleman", If anyone were so resh as to sug-
sest he fought szsinst the cause of slevary, he would have
heatedly rejscted such sn sbsurd asrgument, Though he spoke
seldom of the ncaroes or their plight, his opinion was explicit,
He used derisive terms such ss nicger, darkey, or wooly-hecads,
not out of meanness or personsl dislike, but cecsuse hec honestly
felt nesroes to be somethine subhumsn end descrving of no better

treatment. His low opinion of ne-roes was on on impersonal

plens, bred in a socisl atmospherc prevalent in his time; 8
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social stmosphere which recognized subtle social distinctions
tetween officer snd private es well ss betwcen‘professional
men s nd workxer, These distinctions sre msde evident with such
phrases ss "tac men", which refers to soldiers other then of-
ficers, snd ean upper class phrase such es "en officer and e
gentlenman™, Hattie also snowed her ewareness of tnls sociel
stmosphere waen she wrote:

I should have no fear btut away there snd
cemp life at best must be dull snd monotone
ous and no one sround but rough mgT

such as the privates ususlly are,

Byron, 8s was apperently comnon with officers, kept a
young negro toy to cock and clean for him,92 snd Hattie's
femi2y also had negro servants snd stabletoys. In fsct Byron
wrote to Hattie of having ettendcd & negro slave ssle of which
he reported:

I sttended sn suction sale of negroes

in this town lest week, Therew as
nothing so vecry horrible sbout it ss
Mrs, Steven ‘4endell Phillips znd 211

the Abtolitionists try to meke the good
people believe, On the contrsry every-
thing psssed off quietly. The negroes
both rele end female szemed to enjoy

it end when there vere fswilies to be
sold thosec purcnasing would buy them

8ll trit is the man that first bourht
on2 would elways buy the btelance of

the fermily., I hsd e notion to tuy

e bricht little boy that I ssw sold

for two dollars and send to you so thst
you woulg hiave sori2 one to plick cherries
for yo'1, 3

It wes this atiitude toward the neiro deplcted here in
. two isolsted cescs, yet representstive of the lsrse gentle
vwhite, nothern society which Eyron snd Hsttle typify that bred

e peculiar empethy betwezn the soldiers of North snd Soutnh,
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It is this attitude which csuseddNorthern soldiers to refer to
Southern soldiers as "secesh" and "rebels", The South is an
eneny in a political concept not in a moral one,

Byrcn's complaints szainst the government snd his strong

words sgainst the negro are in psrt csused by the dr:eriness

of these early days of 1863, Whset littlc ectivity there is,

is 81l of a sedentsry nature aside from drills end target
practice, The seccomodations ere, st best unccmfortable, end
the weether is ugly., In short, asrmy life has lapsed into
complete dullness,

The battery, at this time, seems to have resched e low
point, perticulerly in regsrd to the officers., Alwsys one for
bluntness, he wrote of the sad conditio:r. of his bsttery to
Hattie: "I hesve tecome completely discoursged for with the
present officers there is rno prospect of its (the battery)

zetting into such & shape as to do good scrvice".gu Scme of-

ficers were swey on furloughs or for recruiting purpozecs and

otners, including Forman Andrews, were on deteched service, 9

Coupled with 811l the other problems in the battery wsa the
peculisr problem of Sergeant Broun, now Lieutensnt 3rown,
Brown was 8 sormcvhsat craflty person who, through some double
desling, hed man~ged to have himself promoted over Byron, It
is not clesr just how this wes done, slthough it was over
Byron's protests. Brown's accomplice was Normsn Andrews end it

may heve been tnat Norrsn or. hlis brother, the forrmer captein,
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had some inside influcnce to sccure such & promotion from

Governor Blsir in Michigan. The promotion occurred suddenly
in lste December, 1852, end writing just days before Byron
tells Hsttie that such an occurrence is very unlikely. By
Februery, 1803, the news is out 8nd in her letter to Byron,
Hettie includes the terse comment, "How do you like Brown's
being promoted over you, I for one don't like it e bit, I
don't think it is feir", 96

Byron was less concerned sbout fairness and more concorned
etout friendship, In responding to Hattie's indignsnt stste-
rment he says,

I em sorry that Lieut, Andrews has talzen
such a course for hitherto I hod esteenrcd
him hizhly 8s & gentlemen snd & friend;
snd should he conclude to drop Brown I
shsll still c~ontinue friendly towerd him,
But h: cannot retsin my esteem end friend=-
ship snd uphold such 8 man,

Norman Andrews, on deteched service, spparently turned up
in cemp several weeks later, Byron had & long, "frank" telk
with him end reported to Hettie that Ngrrmen denled the whole
effeir, sayinc he wes unswere of Brown's commission until he
sew it for himself, "I, of ccurse, must belicve him end conclude
thet he hes scted hororadbly =»ith mc“.95 He wes to lesrn ruch
later whet & poor, untfustworthy friend he was defending,

By mid-July Byron received word that there were reports

of merauding, guerrills bends towsrds Cave City, Tired of

coping with these personal problems, end sll too earer for action
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he readied his men for the mcrch, sending the guns end horses

by train, pcr orders, Before leavirg Bowling Green, he received

a corunicetion from EBrigedier Gencral Henry M., Judsh, his
division cormsnder, conccrning e rebel guerrilla force on the rosd
leading to Glasgow, In sccordence with his orders, Byron set

out with the 34th Kentucky under Colonel Harvey for Glesgow, 99
They resched Glesgow, "this encient and dilspidated town (in-
habited by Secesh)™, at L o'clock without engaging rebel forces
end sfter marching "througzh & very heavy reinstorm shouting

Hurrsh for the Lth of July now end then , . ., n100

Genersl Judsh, sbout to move out, placed Col, Harvey in
command of the post and Byron in cormend of Fort Poyle, one
half mile outside of the town, He was proud of this new rese
ponsibility, thouch reluctant to sdmit tnlis,

E It (Fort Soyle) has eifht large puns and
two smell howltzers, The comnand of
this together with my own section keeps
me busy z=nough, All I want is to have

i the rebels ettzck me now and T will

she1ll the toun until not s building ia
left to shelter the Secesh ruffieng,

The move to Glestow and Fort Eoyle did not provide a rore
J ective position for the battery es the intended conflict with
eneny forces did riot materislize, Byron trsveled bsck to

Louisville to impress upon Captain Hale the poor condition of

the battery, but he was spparently unsueccessful,

He i3 on the contrery ~suite enzious to
be united end ro into sctive service in
the field, BEut he lacks the confidence







and don't csre a8 ___~~ to go shced ani
tslk to these Gensrols and red tare ofe-
ficials and tell them just what ne wants
and whoat h2 is bound to hsve « that is
what is nceded end so long 8s hoe goes to
tnom end says please do so ond so and
you will zreatly ovlize m3 just so long
they will put nin ol'f with pronises tnat
they never intend to fulfill, I heve
talked till it is useless to say more and
until T am cquite out of patience sani con-
siderably "med" end now I 8n going to let
the Cseptain work out his own salvation
snd I will "psddle ny ovn ganoo" till he
' 0
gocw to worik in earnest,

From Louisville he moved to Mumfordsville, wh:ore he
witnessed tho execution of five deserters, His next letter
to Hattie deslt with the procedures involved as vwell as his
personal reaction. Because it provides such an unusually poiénant
view of one aspect of the life and society of this time snd of
Byron himself, it is included hcre in its entirety rath-r thesn

in th2 eppendix,







Munfordville, Ky,
September L}, 1863

Deer Hettie;

I hed just returned frcm ettending the execution of those
five deserters that I wrote %5 you echsut when your letter of the
1st irst, wes hsnded me,

I hove witnessed the execution of 8 number of men snd in
verious ways yet this one that occurred today was the most solemn
end sed sight that I ever behecld. The prograomme of the day wss
es follows, viz = At 11:15 A M, the essembly souncded end the
troops took up the lire of merch arriving st the plece of execution
st 11:30 A.M, where they formed three sides of & squsre, Soon
sfter the Provost Msrshsll with the shooting perty merched to the
ground followed by men bearing the coffins snd then the prisoners
cer:e next accoripanied bty the chsplsin and guards, The procession
begsn at one side and pesssed elong between the open rsnks of the
troops snd then formed the fourth side of the sguare, Tne coffins
were then pleced about 20 feet apsrt end the prisoners required
to sit down one on each coffin, The Cheplein then ense ed in
prayer with the prisoners for e short time, The erecution perty
consistinzg of forty men were formed in five squads of eight esch
in front of and six paces from ths culprits « a nite cloth was
then tied over the face of each prisonsr and the signa) given when
the whole forty fired and the men fell backwards upon the ground
witn their feet resting scross the coffins gll with onc exception
being instently killed end thot one the Provost iarshsll then shot
throurh the hezd with his pistol,

“The troops then broke into column snd psssed slowly by the
now insriratc to2ies of those who in the hour of need deserted
their Country end paid the penslty with their lives, Two of then
vere brothers and their azed father stood neesr by snd witnessed the
swfil scena, The wives of two stodd on the rhillside necar by end
sow their husbands shot to death whilst their shricks of azony
could be heerd by us sll but too plsinly. As we pssscd through
therm on our return I saw the wife of enother sitting at the door
of e house end lookirc end scting more like & raving manisn then a
hurmen being, They were sll maried men end some hsd lerge farilies
who sre nuch to be pitied, The executlon of the men I did not
mind go rmuch tut the shrieks of those poor worien will rir; in
my ears for days to cowe, You went to know why I car't be contented
here when the Government nceds me, Well I dotry to tc patient but
you know trat I em srbltious and proud - and that whilst I fought
for ry country I also wished towrite my name "high upon the scroll
of fame" end therefore this inactivity and distence fro the danger
does not suilt cnz of ry disposition, Besides were we ordercd to the
front tnocs officers wno prefer to hanc eround Louisville and Bowling
Grecn Tather than do their auty in the £attery to which they belong
would then te ordered to report to the conpany for duty whilst now
they whiniroly cry thet they didn't want to bte detached but couldn't
relp T%. ~J.a- Trovoxed et such ren ond I cen't avold it,

"7 THolrroox 1¢Tt for Gr:ienburp today end don't know whetheor ho
will ke orZered bz to the Bottery or still cnntinno on detached







service with Gen~rsl Hybson, A telerram csms here for him from
his wife sazing if she should come down here with Col, VYilvert
who sterts Monday; I enswered it stecting wh2re he had gone. She
will doubtless be disepprointed, Ceptein snd Mrs, Hsle have beon
to lonmouth Cove snd returned well pleesed with their visit,

Lieut, Andrews hos fi-ured sround until he got thir;zs errenged
so that he thinks he will ce acle to stay eway from the ?atterv
until our term expires, One of our n:=n died on the mornirg of
the 2nd viry suddenly end ss Capt, Hele wes suvsent it teceme ny
peinful duty towrite to =is friends and inform them of it, I had
him buried in the Fort nesr my tent sni in such 8 manner that his
friends can have him removed with but little ¢routrle if they wish,

I s<e that you don't fevor the idea of my zoin:; into the
re;ulsr crry, Guess when ny threc years sasre up like you I too
shell be "tired of soldiering", Will try and decide between now
end Christmas whether it will ce best for me to come snd see you
or not - but expect by that tire I shsell te so snxious to visit
you thast nothing short of Uncle Ssm will stop me, Perhsps I
have not &8s much cherity 83 I saould have if so will endesvor to
be as charitable as possible under the circumstances,

My letter is not es long nor as interesting es your lsst
ore but I have written ell the news that I can think of snd will
bid you good night with love of

Byron
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Thc correspondence betwecen Byron and Hattie for 1363 cndsa
with 8 lotter dasted llovember 23, and the diery is very incomplete
for this year. However this was a year spent in & kind of limbo,
The lizht, bantering tone which characterized riuch ol the earlie:
exchanges betwsen these two had dissppcared, Byron had seen the
hard fects of 1life first hend, ond it wes as if they suddenly
realized that the war would not be over quickly. Coriplsints
were more frequent end more bitter, snd tnere was a tone of
desperstion, of fesr of whaot the future might hold, or worse,

not hold,
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Chapter V
1864

For Byron and the men of his command 1864 was their pesk
year., The boredom of past yesrs was obliterated in e matter of
months. In 1862 he hsd written iattie, ". . . I have endured
but few hardsnips snd run but little dsnger compared with many",102.
Such @ lightly spoken ststement would heve no place in the long
year of 1864,

By February Byron had moved his section of ths battery
from Bowlinz Grecn to Casmp lielson, Kentucky, low captain,103-
ne wss preparinz, on Februsry 7, to move to Knoxville.loh' His
cormnand now consisted of 500 men but only part of them were
ermed. There was qgilte shortaze of forsve for horses &nd he
had to give up his own horse and travel by foot, Altnouzh he
was displeased with this, by the l4th, word was received that

horzes were being cent back from Knoxville end no officer be-

low the rank of Brisadier General was permitted & horse for his

I Yl
personal use.lDD-

Byron srrivel with nis men irn Point Burnside, Kentucky, which
viecs loczted on thie Cumberlsnd River, This little known locale

had b:ien desiznated es 8 military depot snd quartcrmasters hesd=-

quarters for stecres beins situated on the rosd to “noxville and
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in e position favoretle to stesmbost naviﬁation.106’

Road corditions from Camp Nelson, a distsnce of about
seventy-five miles, hsd been %ad, but they were rcrortedly
worse from Point Eurn$§ide to Krnoxville, an edditional distance
of 105 miles.107' To make matters worse sickness waz sprcading
smong the men, From an initisl group of 500, only ebout 300
vere fit to travel on to Knoxville.loa' Illness nsd necessitated
Eyron's leaving men along the road ess the battery troveled, end
new outbreaks of sicliness occurred every dsay,
The outlook seemed more dismezl end the hardships vwere more
difficult to beer tecesuse the battery, while trovelirg, could
not receive mail from home. This was 8 particularly irksome
turden for Byron, becsuse he had just returned from s furlough,
pernaps rranted under the Veteran Volunteer Act,log' a furlough
spent with Hettie in Coldwster, and he was obviously restless, "
Desr FEattie I am very lorely ond 2all on J
sccount of you, I used to go away from #ﬁb; \4"
Foturn Kub hee Seye 8690 MAkE yearshiivc - —4‘@ oot
They had arparcntly reached some permanent sgreement during
this "vacation" period, perhsps 8 formsl encerement. They wanted
t~ zein 8 closer corrunicstion and so they arreed to rcad the
Eitle curin~ the year, keepin: psce with one egnother end com-
tletin - the tesx st the closc of the yesr, This sce¢red to
strencthen thnelr feith in God &zs well as esch other, snd for
Fattie it wos 3lmost 8 bargeir with Divirne Provicdencs to kecp
Erxron safc cnd thus insure tre!r future. Furthermore the
wcctile sttitude of her fsmily scems to have lessencl, at least

on thke port of her aunt, who, Hattie c¢lzims, beran to speszk nmore
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fevorsbly of him. Perheps he had proved himself en officer
end 8 gcentleman rather than 8 wesk charsctered indivicdual ex-
posed to the immorsl temptations of cemp life,

His personal protlems hed diminished giving him happy
hopes and dreams of the future, but his worries end problens
with the battery had not completely disaspresred, Recruitment
was still being sctively pursued in rorthern states end one
result of the Emancipstion Proclsmation wss the creatior of
necro regiments.lll' Byron was scornful of such 8 practice
seying such a thing was an insult to the brave Union soldiers,
Eowever, these regiments did create many new openinrgs for exe
perienced white soldiers to accept commissions, Msny men shered
Byron's sentiments, but fog sone, such commissions offered not=
to-be-missed opportunitiesiR Lieutenegnt Holtrook, senior lieu- i

tenant in Pattery F, applieq for such 8 comrmiissien in 3 heevy < k;‘\

6 - R e ® Ry
He wss offered 8 major's commission, .

ertillery, nezro bsttery,
but he hesitated in sccepting it, perheps fecling some guilt 50..“.
in lesvinz the Michigan battery. Byron heard of the situstion
end wrote to Hattie of it seying erypticelly, "Lt. Holtrook

hss (as I tell him) got 'nircer on the braint,"113.

Meenwhile the situstion with Lieutenants Brown snd Andrews
had not improved es Byron had thouzht it would, 1In fact after
belng cormissionzd ceptein, Byron uncovered s plot instituted by
the two wnich wes designed to moke Andrews captoin snd ollow

them to run the battery tetween them ss they wished, He con=-

fided the situation to Hattie sasying that Brown snd Andrcws hed cir-
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culated a petition ur:ing Gov.ruor Blair to moke Andrews captain
because of a populsr msndate from the men, Some of the men

were new end signed the papor not knowing eny better or because
the scoundrels told them it had been ordered by Msajor Hale,
Otaers were told Byron wo:1ld not accept the captsincy and signed
tainking they were indicating Andrews es their second choice,
Still others who initislly refused to sign, found their names

hsd been placed on the petition for them, Anirews then forwarded
the petition to Governor 3Blair end wrote to Byron sayins he hed/7

this petition contsining over ninety names, perhaps hoping to 7/

bluff Byron intorelinquishing the captaincy.l17

With the departure of Browa snd the continued absence of g

Andrews the rsral of the battery no doubt improved, Yet the
resolution of one difficulty scemed only to lesd to neu problens,
Communications bztwzen the Michigen battery oand the pecopls of
Coldwater were temporarily sevared during the month of #pril,
Plans were 8foot to strike at the heart of the Confcderacy -
Atlrsnte, Byron and the rest of Sherman's troops were kept on the
riove almost constsntly., Meanwnhile rumors and speculstions ree
zsrding the erry's ectivities lkept those at home in slternating
rnoods of hope end despair, On April 5, Hattie wrote jubilsntly
that Cenera2l Lce was reported coptured and that Shermon expected
end that Sherman expected to muster out his army within four
months, "It {s s pcrfect pendemoniunm downtown, Everything that
is capsble of matinz 8 noise seems to have gone crazy and I

belizve nothing ever sounded helf so sweet to mo althourn the
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horrid gong all the dinner bells, church bells, engine whiatles,
fire works, anvils ere in full blast yet tney sll sey pesace

end that my own desr boy will soon core bsck to me, Byron my
hesrt stands till even at the thought that Sherman may heve hod
snother bsttle end that you sre not sefe end if ever I prayed

esrnestly it is now, that all rmey be well with you".lla Just

@ few short hours lster she reflected the bitter 1io0od of despair,
P . . it isn't Gen, Robert Lee but F,H, Lee that 1is coptured,

¥e have had him once before end I don't know that it hastenecd
the closing of the war end had it been the oth2r onc am sure it
would have done, Why can't the Rebels knowing as they do the

hopelessness of their cause give up without sacrificinz any nore" 119
Not until mid May did Byron have time to writz liattie aa
to his whereabouts, The troops had moved out of Rzd Clay,
Georgis, on May 7, end were on the move slmost constontly
until kMay 21, when General Sherman allowed & two day rest for
the ermy,lzo They had noved nesr Kiq?%ton, Georgia, mecting
heavy resistance from the retresting rebel forces, The came
p2ign was perticularly hard on the srtillery batterles because
of the rouzh terrain and because to them was given the duty of
dislodzing rebel srtillcry emplacements, Skirmishes occurred
et any nour of ths dsy or nicht snd et times becsarec heavy, indeead,
Had just gone into ce~p when the order
wes glven to move forwsrd and mcet them,

Our linc ol battle was soon forined and
off we went over hills, scross crecks

and tnuroush swanps until dark whilst
the encmy fell bsck slowly., Herc wo
bivouacked by our guna in the road till
morning, The Cavalry i;d plckets were
skiraianing 911 nignt, 1€l
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Selecting a campsite had become little more than halting end
lying down to sieep in the line of march, They slept by their
guns, sometimes in fields, sometimes on the road, %hecy wcre
at times without tents, stoves or other "comforts", snd they

slept out in the open,

", . . and camped in a lsrge cornfield,
The hills of corn macde ratner a rough
bed but being tired soon went to sleep
but was awoke toward morning by the
rain drops striking me in the face, 1
was too tired to get up_end lay out in
the storm till morning.

Other times the enemy sttacked while they were encamped
for the night, but this becsme so commonplace thst they pere

formed their soldierly duties without entirely disturbing their

own sleep,

During the ni-nt the ernemy chsrged our
lines but were repulsed ofter & sharp

fight of half sn hour, I was sleceping
firnly when the rosr of nusketry awolke

me when I ned the bugle souncded end in

ten minutes my battery was ready to move

or fi~ht., But they fell back before the
fire of our infty, and 1 sgain 1lsid dow#n

end went to slezp, ., . , there has been

but one day but that we nave either been

in a8 fizht or in hearing of either musketry,
artillery or of both., Have got 30 sccustonmed
to it that we don't csre enythinz about it
et all, In fact doan't think that I could
slecp soundly unless I eould hear the

sherp cracl_of musketry or the roar of
Artillery.12

The pace wa3 s touzh one snd the mon existed on short
rations, plus what they could get throuzh foraging the countrye
slde, a procers which could not be relied upon, "For the next

tWwenty deys we sre to have 1 1b, hard breod, full roticn coffee
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snd sugsr per day snd pork 2 days esch ucek."lzh Horses too
wore scerce and forsge for these animels was scercer still
than for th2 men. This mesnt that the wounded had to lie in
wait on the battlefield for the few eambulances availsble,
Byron wrote on seoveral occasions of moving past the dcaed and

woudded "of friend and foe vho were lying in lsrge numbers on

ell sides".lzs

For Byron there was en edditional hardship of ill health,
He hed contracted sn eye illness which was later disgnosed ss
chronic conjunctivitis and grandular lids, It was an uncome
fortsble condition irritated by conditions on the bsttlefield,
There was some fear that he might become blind, which h: did
in leter lifo, &nd he wes told to avoid closc work, This wes
nesrly impossible because of the smount of paper worlk - dis-
petches, communicstions, ete, end the condition of his eycs
grew rrogressively worse and more bothersone,

Meanwhile there was an interesting incident with the
division cormmonder, Brigedicr Gencrel Henry M, Judeh, The
Army of the Chio, consisting of the twenty-third Army Corps had
been rcorgsnized, es had riost of the armies when Grant becsre
cormmander-in-chicf of the fecdersl forces, He had met with

General Sherrsn regerding the conduct of the wer and the orgsne

izetion of the union fOl"C'CS,126 One result of this mecting

hed been the eppolntment of General John Scholfield es commander
of the Arry of the Chio, twcnty-third Army Corps, This corps
wes divided irto two divisions of infantry plus two toatteries

of ertillery, tho 6th (F) Michigen cor-z~éad by Byrcn snd the
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19th Ohio cormsnded by a Csstsin Shields,12? Ugparsl Juden,

commissioned in both the volunteer and reguler srmy, cormanded

the second division.123

Judah had been 8 West Point classmate of Grent's, end had
gaired cormond of 8 division under General Halleck before the
battle of Corinth,129 Byron reportedly said of Judsh in later
life that he was often so Intoxicated that he was incapstle

of cormending, One particular incident between Byron snd Judsh

is reported ass follows:

A1l thetattories ord men were in position
ready for action, The Southerncrs were
outflanking them and still no orders

vere given to go into sction. Finally
Cept. Pazdcock went to Gen, Judeh end

seid 'Gen, Judah, the enemy sre oute
flanzinz ua, Shall ws go into sction?!
Gen, Judsh replied, 'I know my bdbusiness,
No one cen tell me that,'! The rebdbels
succeecced in outllenlzing the Nerthern
ermy and the rcsult wsz a defeat snd
retreat. For t&ia Gen. Judah vas relieved
of his ccrnmand, 3

¥hether he was intoxicated or not is open to doubt, yet the
records do show thet he loat his ccrmmand because his leaderzhip
"left something to be desireq®, 131 He maintsined nis cormmission
in the regulsr arny, although he was rustered out of the vole
unteer arny and contirued to serve in en edriinistretive position
until his desth in 18:6,132

Byron is surprisinsly reticent on the chznie of division
corrander, elt-ough he had written esrlier to linttie that tho

threst of courtmarial hung heavy over them all,133 and he felt
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the necossity of keoping his own counsel, It is to be rcrembered,
too, thet times were hard snd soldiers ond officers, slike,
below the top commond level were concerned only with their own
immediste responsi~ilities in a time of crisis, Byron, therefore,
had less time to speculste on occurrences otner than the enenmy's
movements than he had hsd in previous, less active cdays,

After the brief respite in mid-lsy, the srmy was on the
move azsin through Georgias with its gosl « the city of Atlanta,

Atlsnte was the second capital of the Confederacy, end vigs of

grest strateczicel importznce in at lesst two ways, First it

was at the junction of rail comnunication with tracks to both
Chattanooga end Richmond, Secondly, es phrased by Cenersl
Sherman, "Atlents was known as the Gate-City, of the South, was
full of foundries, arsensls, end machine-shops, snd I knew tnat
its cspture would be the decatheknell of the Southern Confederacy"13u
By June 20, when Byronss next heard from, the bsttery

had roved near Msrietta, They had passed throuzh Burnt Yjckory
end New Hope Church slizghtly to the south and west of the city,
end they were now spprosching the Chettshoochee River.l35 Skire
mishes occurred slmost daily end the mail wes quite irrcgular
both ways, The uncooperative weether, it hsd rsined for &two
weeks out of the previous twenty dsys, had reduced the land to
g roracss of rud,

e . . it 18 so very ruddy that it is

elmost irpossible to move et 8ll., Yese

terdsy . . . Zot narcning ordecrs st 2

o'clock P,M. and roved forward in the

muad end rain till 10 o'clock et nicht

end mede the unprec:sdented distsnce of

2 nilei’s w11lins in the menn tire two
horsea, ™~
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Despite the bed conditions and the tenacity of thc eneny,
casuslties were light., As of the 1Jdth, Byron wrote that he
had hed no ren woundcd, slthough he hsd lost several guns,
Eowever, he felt this wss nore than masde up for by "dismounting"
scveral of the rebel guns teking into cemp 8 number of doscrters,
Unforturnately a tregic occurrence offset this esrly optimism
on June 25, Light s¥irmishing on the Dglles end Msrietta roed
becsrme critical when the rebels threstened to overrun the
union lines, Genersal Hescell ordered Byron's artillery to the
front immedletely.

To the front we went at & run snd in

ten ninutes had one section in position
but not 8 morment too soon for ere I
could zet Lt, Holbrook's section in
position the enemy were driving our
sxirrmish line beck and the bullcts flew
thick end fest srd uncomfortsbly cloase,
By the time I hed got all tnings reecdy
the infentrvy were nezrly all driven in
and as the enemy emerged from the woods
into the open country sbout J00 yerds
distant I gave the orders to lozd with
case shot: end cormmence firing., Away
flew the iron missiles right to the mark
but still on they ceme neerer end nesrer
when I gave tho order to fire connister
shot, This tney stood for & few minutes
when their lires besan to waver end fsll
tack to thsir fortifiecstions lesving
their deed end & pert of the wourded on
the field,l

Mirecculously no one in Byron's bsttery was killed or wounded,
but the loss anong the Infantry wes heavy; psrticulsrly so
beceuse the irnincnce of tho encry had forced Byron to firec on

his own men, Csptain Shields, cormanding tho other értillcry
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battery, hed bezn in the seme position, end had elso fired on

union soldiers, Consequently it was a victory with tragic

138

overtonzs,
Betwesn battles and shifting of positions, Eyron, like
the othzr commenders, had to worry sbout constantly replenishing
a continuslly low smount of food supplies, In unfriendly
country this wes not an essy task, Howéver, people beirg
people, there sometimes emerzed a note of huwmor out of sll the
bitterness, Such wes the csse when Byron led a forszing perty
on the 19th, At this time they were deep in the heert of th=
Confecerscy being only twelve miles from the Chattahooch:e River
and 18 from the city, itcelf, Under such conditions edditionsl
suppliss were tskeyn,not donated,

After going some two miles I come to o
Plsntetion &nd found asny number of wvomen
& childrzn but only one man « the others
hed 2ll zone tower, I went in & ssked
thew 1f they had any corn., One woran

goid they had a little in » corn cribpo,

So I sa2nt scime men to get 1t, I thon

soid thst I thouriat they hcd more and that
if they would tell me vhere it wes I would
not search the nouse, So the old lady
took me into & roon and under one ced they
had some 20 bushels =« up steirs sone 30
rorc snd in other plsces I found some, I
took 811l but 20 bushels -« gave them a
receipt for it 2nd a safe guard for her
property to sccuro it nageinst soldiers
which sc¢ pleezed the whole fanily that
they went to work ond got me up ouite

e zood dinner to waich I did justice,

gave 1.y thanks snd off I stertrd for co:r.p.139
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The next obstacle for tho uni:zn forces was the Cnsttshoochce

River, On July 9, Schofield btegan sending his troops zcross
under the protection of the 6th Micnigen, The bi~-est problem
was rebel bettery firmly implented on the opposite bank shelling
the bostlogd of Yankees, It wes Byron's job to knock out this
rebel force and send them pscking, Heeding for the river bank
General Schofield remarked to Byron that the 6th Michigan Bst-
tery was in for "a warm tine of it", 10 Byt s it turned out
trheir shots were so sccurate that the rebels fled without firing
a shot et the union guns, which were then bolstered by the one
secesh canron left behind, ™

The rnext dsy was spent resting esnd the battery did not
move on to 8 new position, Such days, though few and far be-
tween, were spent in e¢stching up on sleep, personal correspone
dence, &nc othor personel occupatiors by most of the mer, For
Byron, however, there was slweys e pile of pesper work to be
ettended to, Yet the etmosphere was one of relief snd relaxe
stion, Byron, himself, unwittingly added to the lichter st~
mosphere throuzh 8sn incident with 8 wandering pig, He wss
sitting by himself, under & trce, ot his company desk, One of
the menrcquested thet he be sllowed to shoot a "secesh pig"
tnat he hed found end Eyron agreed. Snortly came the sound of
a gun and the soueal of the pig,

. « . tho noxt thing I was aware
that Mr, Plg made 8 charse on us
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strixing mec on tho brcast knocked me
over backwsrd and falling on m> he began
to jump andi squeal to et away end I
kicked end strugrled snd was equally
anxious thot he should lesve but une-
fortunately his nose had b.come entangled
in ny clothinz end it was several minutes
ere wo dissolved partnersiaip. The pig
elthoush wounded ceme out first best
besides getting my clothing somswhat
bloody 8nd dusty., Tne boys 8ll laushed
hesrtily end I joined in the chorus ele

~ thouzh I would have preferred to had
Mr, Pig waited until I got well tefore
making 8 chesrze on me, . , , Ceneral
Sherman is noted for making flank rove-
ments but the Secesh hors make their \
chsrges directly in the racv of the enemy,
I sha’l herealter thro lh? %o Tortificastions
around ny wWriting desk,

Matching his flash of hwrior, Hattie replied to Byron's incident
with the pig,.

A lsuchoble incident! certsinly' A
Captnln been dbesten in fair fisht with

@ piz. Haven't your men lost confidence
in—our fi-antin~ qualitices, IT taose
pigs fi-nt™s0 w1 way ot organize en
aray of them to tale Atlenty end rot
wWait for "rg Sacrmsn to meke a flenk
moverent 1

By mid-July they were scross the Chsttahoochee end moving
on the rsilroad in front of Atlsntse, By July 19, after sone
heavy fichting they took the town of Decstur and moved 2% miles
nesrer Atlanta.luB On July 22, tns rebels nolding & superior
ridge position, drove tho federal forces back beyond Decatur,
captured seversl tatterios, end kllled Msajor Gencral Hc?nerson.lhh

And so it went - the retels fiercely dafending Atlante snd the

Yankecs slowly 2nd inevitably pushing forwsrd, Losses of mecn
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and equipnent were costly, but any sctbscks thet occurred

could only be temporsry. By July 23, the rebels were driven

back into the city and & stesdy shelling from the union forccs

begen, Thls was the bezirning of tho end, "Rec'd, orders to firo

one shot every 15 minutes irnto the city during the dey, this I
Yﬁid with good ef'ect:",u‘S To Byron and his battery went the honop

; of firing the first shots on Aﬁlenta.lh6

,;’q

Durinz the hectic summer of 1864, poor commuuication crcated

a tense 8tmospnere for faumiles st home 8s they waitsed, sonmctines
in vain, for news of the army's activities, For Hattie these
months were doubly Qifficult, Her older brother, Bradley, wes
with his bsttery end in poor health. rrom Byron she received
scant reports and was never sure her own lettors rceched nim,
She wryly described nerseclf on several occaosions &s corresponding
with the Desd Letter Office. To make mstters worse rsny other
officers c2me hc~e on lesves, Andrews, sfter lounging sround
Coldwater, accepnted 8 commission with 8 negro regiment., Holbrook
having s»pent meny of recent w.eks moalingering in the hos;)it.al,]""7
sudienly took off for nome claiming his mother was gravely ill.1h8
Another officer, Corporel lonroe, wes killed by enemy shell
waile standing richt rext to Byron,

I had just civen him directions in recsrd

to cuttinz some timber to build s fort

when 3 shell struck him on the hesd

teasrinz tne whole top off and re fell

dead at ry fect, It wias a horrid sizht

end made e faint and sick for s roncnt
but I saw thoat I must control my feclings
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for it had created 8 fecling of dreed and
fesr for the time smons my men and even

the officers ., . . . Poor Konroe - he was
8 gentleman and more he waslﬂ Christisn
end I trust prepered to die, 9

Byron was in 111 heslth, short-handed, end slmost constantly
under fire, Knowing this, it was indeed hard for Hattie to
carry on her normel routire of living, end perhaps this expleins
her surge of religious fervor,

I promised you I would read my Bible

through. ., . . I am ashemed thet I have

never done so before, We profess to

believe its contents and I sm sure we

ought to understand it thst we moy

be guided by themn, . ., . I em sure I

owe @& great debt of gratitude to the

Providence that has kept you emid so

msny dangers and if I csnnot do so

little how can I expect that He will

care for ny darling, . . I fear my life

has bzen 8 veri Ssrelcss, thoughtless
kind of a one, 5

Her situstion was perticularly frustrating knowing that
Byron's eyes were getting worse, She wrote him of various
home remedies and of rumors of other people suffering the samo
effliction who hed gone blind, &very letter was a ples to apply
for sick leave, For his part he staunchly maintained he could
not leave his battery at such s criticel time, particularly with
the sﬁorts;e of cepable officers, He visited the surgeons oc-
cesionally snd was told that a film had formed which would
eventually require an op2ration, but for the time bsing he was
told to contirue to svold closz work, Copditions on the rosad
were dirty and dusty to say the lesst, snd Byron continued to

be swasmped with paper work, Conseguently, on Ausust 26, he was
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given thirjy days sick lcave on the surgeons' orders end seont
to Dstroit for treatmcnt.ISI Writing from Detroit on Scptember

1, he explained the sudden turn of events to Hattie only & short
distance eway in Coldwater,

I left the army lest Friday night ot

the urgent reauecst of several surgeons

who ere friends of mine and fesred

that I would lose nmy eyesisht but Dr,

Green ., . . thinks it will taxe 60 days

to perfect & cure, , , . { aust now obey
my physician or go blind, 5

As 1t turned out hz remained North until early Cctober,
the latter part of which he speat in Coldwaster, The wer in
the south prozressed beyond Atlenta, the finol capture of which
Byron hed missed, ond Sherman'ws forces proceeded into the Car- |_—
olinas, Communication wss still bad end it took Byron quite

some tinme torcjoin his battery,

On Cctober 7, he left Colcdwater on nis way to Louisville,

KentUCkY-ISB He stoppzd in Indianspolis on tae 8th snd reached

Louisville the ne=xt night.lsI4 He was sble to make c¢onncciions
in this early part of the jJo.rney and finally resched Xnoxville
on the 13th.155 Here he remained for e visit with Coldnel

Hale until the 19th.156 He stayed in very coifortable, private
lodzings, and mect 2 number of other officers tryinz in vain to
meokoe thoir way baclt to the front, One of those he met was Major

General Schofield who had been homo on leave of ebsence, and

g ¥.
was also Iin the dsrx &3 to wiere his forces were,lb Another







5

who turned up in Knoxville foxr & few dsys waes Lieutenant Hole

brook denying that he was aware of the major's conriission being

offered him,158 Sjron hod been somecwhst sympathnetic with iHQl-

brook's reluctance to face the enenmy, but this timc he was deter-
mined to put his foot down, "Don't know whether he will go to
the battery or not if not then I shall apply to the 'powers
that b2' snd have him ordcred back, He must stsy with the
bettery so long 83 ho is a member of it end I its captsin,159
By October 24th cowrunications were reported open and he
left Chattanooga for his battery which he hsd hesrd wes in
Kiqgston. He rode to Dalton, but the track on to Tilton tas
torn up and h2 was forced tovzlk the twelve miles to Tilton,
Here he made connections to Kingston. srrivirng in Kindston
on October 25, with blistered fcet, =2 lesrned the battery had
roved on, Le spent a comfortadle nicnt in a private home., The
next d2y he rode by train along the Ftoiran River to Reme end
stey2d the nigat, Theh on the nornins of the 28tn ho had walked
sixtzen miles out of Rome when he came upon Genersl Sherasn,
wno told him the battery nhzd left Cedsr Bluffs the day before
for Chattanosoza, Decidedly GCpressed ‘he retraced nis .3teps
back to Chattsnoosza which he had lef about one weew p st,
' (Z"' wwa\lcru\evp baflory.
ar.d wnich he returncd to on ligvarber 1lst le went into caup
here for ssveral doys awaoiting new orders, In the interinm ’}/?

ke had been made Chicf of Artillery, end Schofield told him to

reccguip his battoery es thzy were soon to rmove out fcri Schofield
\
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wanted the 6th MXichigsn with hlm 60" With this surge of rencwed
responsibilities, ths hspoincss of his vecation quickly faded,
end the infection in his e¢yes returned, He was discourszed ond
somewnat dissppointed, &8s toth he and Eattie hed surmised that
with the fell of Atlenta, his basttery would remain relatively /:J

inactive until his muster out date in early Jsanuery, But soon
Ko & by Cowld o Cod]
5 s s i ® ro o F
they wsre on the move to the front agein, |0 = _. H/uc) ’}v“

Y~

Agsin continuous rain end sess of mud sdded to the dis=-
courszing atmosphere, Alsé, the amount of paper work was
heavy snd preparations had to be made for the arrival of the
paymaster, In the midst of these frentic prepsretions care
Election Day, in which BEyron opened polls for the men, 1In a
brief diary entry he recorded the results as Lincoln fifty
votes, McClellsn twenty-tiree.16l Civilien affeirs seemed -
far rer~oved from srmy life,

Much of Movemcter w23 spent in gathering supplies end -

(87 \ =
replenishins the rarks of the battery, By November 26, they. e

prepared to move out towards the Csrolinas snd Byron reslized

that he might have to stay in tho service beyond his expiration

dste, 3 cirevmstence which, though a duty, did not please hin,

The weather was cold and rainy but therc was little contact
a2 2. 2 D

with the enziy, Despite the ,constsnt movement smd bed westher,
food w65 rore plentiful end he writes of having honey, milk,
butter, chickens, end turreys,

One cloae call ozcurred on Decemter 2, when they were

forced to march fifty-cix miles §n thirty-six hours to evoid
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an enemy force, The rest of the ermy had been routed in o

}’tf/
/7
heavy battle st Frarklin and had been forced beck to Nashville, :

/r gy ; .
LﬁTo avoid capture Byron's men out scouting with Gencrel Coopszr
- Ar

'were forced to flee in repid march, Tr3y mede it sofely back

to Nashville by Decerter 9, having covered o distance of over

,_',.‘\T‘ &
230 miles,2627 sti11, hard work lay eheed,

I sm tired and alrost worn out but

there is norcst for me, I must now
draw 8 new bottery and be resdy for the
field. Besides bteing Chief of Artillery
of the Divisicn I have to take cnaorge

of two othrer betteries, I have now over
toirty official coxmunicstions to answer
snd still they ccna,

"N = 2
&t -
_—_"‘—’

A
On Decexmber 15, a filerce bettle ensued with the recbel Q&
D
forces which znad moved inteo positions on the outskirts of . \\”

! ! - . 3
hasnv1110,164 Altrough the enemy viere finally driven bsek,

17 v
tnere was zreat loss of ren and ccuirment, whicn wes heevicr‘L

2

on the union side becsuse they fought in the open, charging the
ereny's earthworks, This wss the lest battle of 186k, the
crisis yesr, and Decenmter of 136! slic into Jznuery and February
of 1865 without marked chenze, This should have been a time of
relief for Eyron es his enlistrient wos scheduled to end on
Jerusry 9. Eowever, he had mz=t the Chief Mustering Officer on
Decerber 13, st General Schofield's hesdgusrters, snd was ine
forred that hic thrgc yeer teri in service dated from his com=-

- 2
: P [
nission a3 capta:n.lu)

R 4 gl
"If that be the cese Uncle Sam cen hold

re till Septester 1, 1365, But I will not stey so long. I

8r: to nd to pot out if possidble in June ncxt",166 Conszccuently
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the year of 12306l; ended much as it hsd besun in despair &nd un-

certeinty, with no end to the wsr in sirhtié
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Footnotes ~ Chspter V

103.¢orrespondance, July 23, 1562,

10h. 56 was cormissioned captain of the battery on December 19,

1863.
1OS'Corrcspondance, February 7, 186L,
106. 11i4. .

107'Ibid., Februsry 7, 1864.

108.;bid.
log'Ibid,

llO'Steele, Matthew F,, Amcricsn Cempziens, Vol,I,

111'Correspondance, Fetruary 14, 1864,

112'Catton, Bpuce, ‘nis Hallowed Ground, p.223.

113'Correspondance, lMerch 12, lééu/
1h.1eig

115’Correspondance, rMercu 12, 1864,

116. 1,44,

1"7'Corr-es;-ondance, March 31, 1864,

lld'see appendix,

119'Correspondence, April 5, 186L,

"Correspondance,
122. 1514,

123. 114,

12h. 1014







Footnotes = Chspter V (cont,)

125.correspondance, May 21, 180).

126, 1444,

127'0(\. Uit.’ Catton' pol‘Bu'

128“’orrcspondence, May 21, 1864,

129.cetton, Bruce, letter = 10/22/68,

130'Willioms, Kenneth P,, Lincoln Finds & General, p.410,

131'Peddock, rdna Littlcefield (editor), fecord of Pirst Michi~sn
Lirht Artillery in the Civil VWsr, p.l.

132'Catton, Burce, letter « 10/22/63,

133.1p14,

13h'correspondcnce, Kerch 22, 1863,

13S'Steele, p.537.

1356

*Corresporidence, June 20, 1844,

137

133.7p1d., Jure 253,

13901bid. s

—_—

140, 1p14., June 20, 186k,
Wl.1p:4,, July 9, 185L.
1h2. 13,44,

3.1p14., July 24, 182y,

') :
ILJ."UiBI‘y", Ju]y ?2, 185'1.

th‘I':-'L:},, July 23, 1250,
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Footnotes - Caapter V (cont. p.3)

1h7-}bid,, editor's note,

TU . < ;
Correspondence, July 9, 1854,

W9 1h14., August 10, 188).

159.1pi4,

lsl'corrcspondence, Ruguat 23, 186Y4,

152'see arcpendix

153.

Correspondence, Septeumber 1, 188},

15L.Djary", Octover 25, 185l

ISS.Ibid

153, 1414,
157. 1v44,

159
““*V‘orrespondence, Gctober 13, 18064,

159'1232 , Octobzr 13, 188,

150.Corroapondence, October 18, 186l.

151, n: ; ,
1'"312r3", Npvezrmoer 3, 185},

152.1554., tgvemver 8, 186l.
JT
163.104d., December 9, 186Y.

’ ] ) ”
1°4'“orrespondence, Vecemder 9, 1384,

y", Decembzr 15, 136l.

136’Corresgondencc, Decemner 1), 1064,

167, 1044,
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Chspter VI
1865

The yesr, 1865, found Byrcn still in Neshville and still
unsure of how wruch lénzer he would te s soldier, It was epparent
thet he could not mske arrsngements for the planned Jaruary 9

mustering out, even hed it been allowed., Furtherrore, it wvas

/"
. 8lso aspperent thot Sherman's Sovthern cermpsign was not corplete,
kS

¥ :
A <p{erd Fejor Ceneral Schofield told Byron thet when they went back
" linto battle he wonted the 6th Michigan with him,167( 217 ¥ e

9\&- feny of the men in the tattcry were rmustered out end re-

3

jie
6%5// placerments for thes: wmen as well egs of equipment had to be

arrsnced tefore the battery could se:z service sgein, Thero wes
sone confusion regsrding this tranicitien period as en order
hsd gone out chnznging many srtillery betteries to irfantry,.
Byren was egelnst this snd arpzrently succecsded in having his
bettery cxempted frowi this order, 168 (';¥u0‘b'1'2‘7 S Sy

There wos a shortage of officers for the battery, as both
Holtrook snd Andirews hsd succunted to "n?&ég% on the brain".169
Byron hed to fill such vecencies by meking reccmmendetions for
comrnissions in writing to Governor Blair of Nichigan.

On Jerusry 19, the tranzfcr of the bettery wos coumpleted
end they were locded on cars at the Noshville depot to depart

for Loul ville.sn&—suppl%es;17o Leaving Louisville they troveled
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by stearwr throushrOkic snd Virrinie, reaching wastilngton on
' X N7y per 7o
Februery 2, Tacy remsinzsd at Camp Stoncman threouch the esrly

part of Febtrusry, there recelving four nmonths psy through Dec-
crber, 1854, Byron drew e conmplete new battery with horses x

A .
Y R it

end equigment, snd by Fetrusry 1llj, wes reads for the field again.173'

He wos now attsched to the Provisional Corps - Depsrtment of
17,4 Bn arq e

Ngrth Ceroline, 1lst Division, 3rd Brigadey the term, pro-

—

visionsl, was later dropped. e v dief s o e
Back in Coldwster, Hottie had to content herse¢lf with oc-
casional word from Byron, Since he hed no set sddress, she
could rot write him az2in until he joired Sherman's forces in
March. However, oslde from missing him srd worrying ebout his
eyes, her nome life scems to have become a bit heppler, She
wrote in Jsanuery that her sunt had told visitors what 8 wonderful
boy he vies, and evenrn tnousn she had been telling e different
story just e short while 8:0> to the same pzople, ". . , Gueer

83 it seems I rather like the chanre for the:bestter snd wonder

= Lacr 4 \ v"'.'
if 36 fsn't all @ dream",17s SRS h EEURLEREYSE i
A v
Traveling alterneately by stecner and/roil Eyron reached > i
; ) o 1’ A
L o~ !

.l 2 \
Newtern on Felruary 26,11 Sad westher en route injurcd end killed

sone of the hersgs, pnd the men hed suffered from the severe

1770,; AN AR L
cold, At Newbern the w-athor was warm and pleasant, and

Byron described the city ss ", ., ., pretty but unheslthy . . ,
KHere sre colonics of Hesroes egnd wnerevir you may turn & host
of Nigr.rs stends s%taring you in the face, Tne. surrounding
country is Jow snd sandy sgil Yellow fever is a prevelling

(r ’ (R4
Decspite thuis criticlsm, they were et first -~
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insctive snd food was plentiful.

Skirmisaing beran on Y¥erch 7, end lssted throuch the next
fewy days. By Merch 10, the tsttery hsd moved to British
Cross Rosads, and & heavy battle was fought,

Yesterdsy the 10th s3 we were sbout to
eat our dinner the alsrm was given that
the enemy were sdvencing in heavy force
on our left flzrnk and in 8 few minutes
they were on our pickets who retreasted
back to the main line, I gove the order
to hsrness and in 2 few minutes went down
the road on the run and had cot into
battery in an open field in front of

@ hesvily timbered swzmp when the rebels
ceme pourin; out into the clearing like

a8 swarm of becs snd then a8 fierce btattle
berai gestl.r from 12 noon till LYo'clock
P,

Tne battle was fousnt largely in the open on the part of the
union forces, snd, elthough the eneny was driven back, there —

/
were severe losses, Byron's bsttery lost one msn and thrce

horses, with two men and three horzes WOunded.leo

There were no further engssements with the encmy until
O w iy radg d 7% RV ’“‘#LV«V'EM rpl .. "
the bettoryreceived orders to rolieve Gencral Shermen ip the

. TElr /J, o £ aag e 4A S Ruue s Al (s

vicinity of Goldsboro. They drové the Rebel Csvalry before
them end were in hecring of hecavy fighting when they were suddenly
ordered to miake csmp,

Msn proposes but Genl, Shernman disposes
of this ormy eccordi-eg to his own idess
of riilitary tactics. +hen I last wrote
you at Goldsboro we expected to have
marched the ncxt day to the essistance of
Shermrn; but lo snd behold the srmy halted
end threv up fortificotions, On the
second day therezlter (thnis 24th) the
genereol himself and steff arrived and
revicwed our corps snd on the 25th the 8
whole arny ceme in snd went into CPzp,l 1
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The bsttery ssw no further sction, and on April 7, received
oo
the glsd news of the fall of Richrond end—the—surrender of Lee,182.
The Qispetch was resd end an order issued w T A
thst any mesn found on the streets after EDALAL
helf psst four P,l. sober woulc be arrested,
I pride myself on strictly obeying orders
but fsiled to do so that time slthough
most every parson promplly oteyed end got</ N s
intoxicsted as soon s possible, Last — T
evening drunken officers oa horseback A vy O
were riding into the barroom of the ",',' i
Geston Hotel to drirk snd out sgain into o orE Sk
the streets making night hideous with A R
their orzies, It may be & proper wey of Mo
celebrating greet events but I have my Capri. o woleq aaXte” ¥
doubts of it, 193 ot 7 Z )1 PRI
With the spp2rent end to the wer, Byron spent most of May ~77°7. .- -

settling his eccounts snd preparing to muster out,

Communicetions were, 2s ususal, poor, snd Byron found
tris hsncdicep in prepering to be recady to leeve the service
83 soon s s the orrortunity srose, Even ermy communicetions
wcre irresular, Doth Hattie and Byron becsme impatient with
the mails, Byron sayihg mail was the least the hsrd workinc
soldiers deserved, end Hattie impstient for word of his safety
and impending resignetion,

Meny soldiers from Coldwater were being mustercd out
throuzchout the e=rly spring, including Hattie's oler brother,
Ersdley., She was glsd eneouzh to heave Bradley home, psrticulerly
83 he wes in 111 heslth, and she wrote on lMsrch 12, of nursing
him through th2 night while hér thoughts strayed "to my far off
soldicr boy end wonder if he is slcy who is sitting with hin

tals long night".lah
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The long nizht was rialde condidcrsbly shorter ani chnearier
by the outbreax of 8 fire on the main strect of Coldwater,

The firs wa3 on the n:rtn side of main
street below Hale & Chsndlars iLook% sall
the howmes snd buildings to the corner,
The o0ld Billisrd saloon and I don't
thlnk there is 8 single rexret am sure

I sam glad of it snd wouldn't care if the
other shwould meet witn like fate, Ve
need a fire now gnd thon to rid us of
these nulssnces, 185

Similsr exciting events plus the move back into town, worked

to mske 1865, a generally haﬁpier year for Hettie, There
seemad to be o common feeling smong those at home that the war
would end before too lcng, and she waited snxis sly, expecting
Byron to srrive slmost any day, ZFurtheraore her family's ate
titude towards Byron hsd done a conplete agbout face, end she
could sllow hers=21lf to dsydreem of thcoir futare togesther,
Mesnwhile 8 draft had been held in the Coldwater srea
end ", . . out of tairty drefted it is reported thet only
seven passed".186 Some of those drefted furnished substitutes,
gnd such was the e¢sse with Jay Crippen, 8 notorious cousin of
Hettiet's, Jaoy's fether had left him 8 fsrm and xaoney wnich he
hsd scuandcred, rostly on drirk, iis brother, Jemes, e more
sober sort, had sppsrently tried to elp Jey return to the
straignht end narrow, including providinz him with e subtstitute,

but 811 of tahiu was grestly resented, He hed threatened Jormes,

wno then toox carse tnctayst home, but Jay »t hold of 8 revolver
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ond cone after Jaises with tho inteation of killing him, Juy's
wife, Esther, knowins of her husband's intention sent sorcone to
wern Janea, Jeomes called in lsw officers who errested Jay oput
not without & stru-zle.

Since his fetn:ur's desth he hss been
worse tnsn ever ond has lost every per-
ticle of manliness (if he ever hsd any)

He has spent over eleven hundred
this winter and hos nsrdly had a sober
moment, If it was snyone else I suppose
it would zo very horu with them a3 it
is I think Jomes will be lenlent as he
cen be with safety to hinsclf, They
nsrdly knew which would -e best to put
him in the ermy or have him sent to
Jackson four or five years or keep ninm
in Jsil for 8 while g;d see if he will
come to his senses,

On May 20, there was enother big fire in Coldwzter, this on2
st the prison,

Last niznt our jeil was burned with two
homes one bzslonzing to th2 county the othsr

to lir, Peterson. It made 8 brigat nice fire,
It is thousht it woz fired by onz of the
iniates who thourht probsbly the ploce

needed pUPlij 17 even by flre ¥le hsve

lost one of 359 most usclful public
buildinzs, 1o

Pernaps the burning of the Coldwster prison wos e brizht omen to

-

s tie, who hed rcceived, on the seme day, news of Brron's resige
nation from the ernmy,

I con't reslize any thing of it, slmost
believe 1t i3 e drce:m fron which I must
wazen soon snd daro not enjoy or hope to
s=e youa 309n Witnh the pron se that you
will stay. ¥hen I ousht to te so var
grateful to God I fini myself doubting
end wondering rof evcn willing to relieve
thet he ezn hee been so meoreifwl, ., . 1
en waltin:, now till! you cora henia then

I knou I sh2ll t2 surely nsupy ti1d then
hogpinesa 18:e Truth's c¢»p is so neer and
yet so far 1279
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Epilogue

Byron Dens.ore Peddock was oflficislly discharzed on
Aoril 6, 1365, However since he was in the field st the time
end comnunicstions being poor he did not rececive word of his
discharce until the end of April, IHe then left the =rmy and
went to Wsashington, D.C, to have nis eyes treated, Upon re=-
turning to Coldwsaster he 8snd Hattie set their wedding date ss
sometime in early December, For some resson wnich has since
been lost, he wzs celled swsy from Coldwster leaving !attie
in a rether awkward position,

Just home from church wnecre I have been
stored at sympatnized with and lsurhed st
- and cencrslly noneyed all for your sceming
desertion, Some as a mziter of course
rejloice others sre sorry while as many
different reasons for your stsence ard
assiznsd es there are people, A few
have tne correct one, some are sure thot
: we have cusrreled, others are a3 certain
W thet you nad never intended anything
| serious and they had aslweys krown it,
i It was only done to play off on me in re-

-

g turn for soret.inc I had done to some far
: off somebody thst nobody xnows or csres for,
5 It would be uscless to try to sct them

n richt, It is of course embarrassingIBBt
% I try to make the uvest of it, . .

RESTARE

The wedding, despite many obstacles, occurred on December 10,

oA

A

18567, and produced one of the hoppicst end most suc:zessful
¥

L.g'

unions known to the society of man,
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Byron Paidock would be an outcast if ne lived today{*
Staunchly patriotic, stronzly religious, end frignteningly
outspoken, he juidred everything end everybody in tcrims of ab-
solute roral rishts and wrongs, hls chsreacter snd his wey of

’

life were bssed on abstrsct, outmoded concepts like duty, honor,
truth, snd, most psrticulerly, hard wori?’ Doubtlessly it wes
tnese very quslities which ensabled him to survive so handily in
the time in which he lived; enabled him to live life in its
darkest hours-and ccme out unscathed, He saw all the horrors
of war, even experienced some of them, snd yet he did not let
these temporsry expcriences change or warp him., ile senses
something of this in himself when he tslks of a comraies who
comitted suicide after the battle at Richmond, Xentucyy.
Poor toy he rmust havo eithecr been very
gicit of e soldier's life or déeranged, ,
if it hes that eflect I ~reztly fesr for
the reason of half the soldicrs in that

vtettlIe, . . Don't you fenr thst I chzsll
beccnme drrsnred from tne seme czuse,t?

*

Byron possesszd a =tren-th of chzracter snd ideteriinetinn
ard -
tnat were indeed unique. After the bat:le of Hichrmond, in vhich
Latide ol b
tae Morth was rathar severely tczaten, he remarxsd simply, "

have scen sorie hard tirmzs end have b2en irn one pretty rouch

battle and fot badly whioned too but am ready to try tnen pgein",192

Ihis ;r-st rzsilency seema to hevo btzen 8 part of his mske-up
throurciout his 1ife, It rad beecn wita him whern only 17 he set

out ell slonec from Penfield, lNew Yorkx, for Cslifornia, 1t wes

with hin throu-hout th2 wer wnen he rose from <uart-rmaster




¥ rCM {/c u-v?uu ‘;M\J [P &\.‘L MGMM&D ol Yo vVl

tnd euic alee T au wﬁb%& Marmuge & ol and
rnes iy was St

-1[75 J'm/mc _P ..Ccc
7401 g[en[noo/( Road

Bethesda, . l/a:y[a,,({ 20014 3«-% 20,19 69

% M.fvzf\,

A,
Pns 7= Vdawd Pad&@«%nfu J e
s CX\— WY&,&A_. we - Laco-- b.u,‘«,?dq

KReorie Pacicd ol $an

'MCI A m+c~u@ioﬁ \WLLM

~%M&8¢~Qg 31,1920 Qfﬂkza?g_

St 8%,
»\MWW&L

|
5
1
1
!
|

- s m—— ——

TT e e e a9e S r oSl a—



a 6 =

Serceant to Coptain, and this seme resilicnecy was still with
hir in later yesrs when he won 8 wife whose family and fricnds
were desdset scainst him., Rut, most of ell, it was whaet carried
him throuchthe sr-ony snd exhaustion of war when lesser men
bousht substitutes or faked en illness,

Byron Peddock, a man viith little formal education, but
much common sens2 and practicslity, belonged to sn earlier
aze; an sze where life end living depended on human life, and
living depended on humsn tslents and human ingenuity, rather
than on the flick of a3 switch or the turning of s dial, He
spent his last yesrs with his oldest dasuznter's femily, my

mother's mother, in Rutherford, New Jerscy, and ry mother

remenbers hlim 25 an artaritic old nan whose fevorite pasttire

was pleyinz old civil war songs on 8 phonograph while thumping

F€ XK

out the rhythm with nis nsrdwood cane,
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-. . LE.’\‘E OF ABSENCE l:J /('ir‘} yéﬂn/c(/ {Ac ﬁ//ouu;:} nant:‘//(//r;(?d. //nr' (/N' ﬂqu/r'c'

i o/ r/ryd dr/ t/l/l('df‘/t’ //nti 2¢d wc/r.m' netIined -
\ Gt Bl Boacel, DRTey 3 it b
‘ //lfvré/ (29 6107.2_/-

. .
’ I'he followinz extracts from Regulations and General Orders, relative to Leaves of  Absences, will be
e .
strictly obscrved :
© Whon net othenwioe o;<2ifi- 1, Ieas- s of absroco will commzepee tha day an oMeor Iy relieved from duty al his post, after recaiving the ordes granting him leare
AV the eapiratison of bis foave, the wfficer must report in person wil’s Avv command, nad na? at the office feom whale his leave 1oaudd
' =N B e be pormitted 1o vidlt Wodhingt on withont epecal prraiseion of the Secretary of War, whih must Le stated In the ordee granting rave of abence.

“If an oM =r Le not able to travel at the explmtion of hitai kK Irave be awust roport hleallderw to the commapdor of his puiet. teglinen or ccape ind als to the
Ajurant G nerdl f the Qraey . auwd o hie Aret rep rt slate the day when e lrave f abecice . srmrion L. Theto r.porte mus? e z peated cvers tmeaty «aze anld
®sh ane maet le atcomiao by the cartificate of & medical o Zrer of the Army, inde o the vaual form, and <Lating that the ofleer as oot able - travel.  IF ther= iy
nsarm; P hoas v dn the phae whers tha cffzer gesl ley. the - ertificaze of aclilzen phiye:cian, the treth of which panst be swsrn b b fore a ciril magidrale, inay b
onbutitat. 1. Erteusions of 151v0 ars not graated in arders

“OfMcers abs ut fiow duty witliont leave, or teyond the tinie of thelr I'aves, mill pot ba all. wed to draw oy until m conrt o comumirsfon, s hich will Le ordered on
theie r=tnrn to thele post ar commaan 1, ahall deternilne whetler there nw anfllcient cande for thele abeenve.  They will accordingly provide thems lves whh & foll
dercription - f 1o natuse ant caaes of teir diaability, eortilied Iy the proper medical anthonty, . reguired by cxistizng orderean b regulations.

v And b st further enactsd, That any «fMicer abeent from daty sith leave, excoqt for e:ckness or woun.s, shall, during Lie aliarnce, racerve hall of the pay anid
allowan ri prescrited by law, aul ns m.re; and any officar gbernt with .yt leave shall, In addition to the popaltica presciibed by law or court-martial, frefeit all pay
and alloman-=« Juring ruch abeoncs.™

13y Commnnd of Mnjor Generanl Schofield:
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