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Preface

This  w o r k  i s  b y  n o  means a  s i n g u l a r  e f f o r t .  M y  ; Te a t

aunt ,  Edna L i t t l e f i e l d  P a d d o c k ,  e n d  h e r  nephews, George  S t e r l i n g

Lee a n d  F r e d e r i c  Paddock L e e ,  s p e n t  many h o u r s  s o r t i n g  and

o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  overwhe lm ing  mass o f  l e t t e r s  a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s ,

many c r u m p l i n g  and f a d e d  w i t h  a g e ,  t h a t  f o r m  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n

f o r  t h i s  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t .  F o r  s h i e r  p a t i e n c e  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,

my m o t h e r,  H a r r i e t  Lee  W i n i a r s k i ,  d e s e r v e s  s p e c i a l  c r e d i t  f o r

her  h o u r s  o f  t y p i n g  and o r g a n i z i n g .  M a n y  o t h e r  members o f  t h e

f a m i l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f r i e n d s  and  b u s i n e s s  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  have

a lso  l e f t  t h e i r  s tamp o n  t h i s  w o r k .  W i t h o u t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s

end i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r i o s i t y  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  e n d  t h e i r  s t o r y

would have been  l o s t  t o  t h e  d u s t  o f  age .  I t  i s  a  p i t y  t h a t

so f e w  r e m a i n  t o  s h a r e  i n  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t .

I  have a t t e m p t e d  h e r e  a  p o r t r a i t  o f  a  man who l i v e d  i n

p a r t i c u l a r  p  r i o d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f

America. Y e t ,  we  c a n  n o t  c o n t e n t  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  a  v i e w  o n l y

o f  t h e  man, h i m s e l f ,  b u t  mus t ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e ,  t a k e  i n t o

account t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  w h i c h  he  l i v e d ,  a n d  l o v e d ,  a n d  f o u r, h t .

Forges t h e  man i s  o u r  p o r t r a i t ,  t h e  s o c i e t y  i s  h i s  canvas .
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C h a p t e r  I

Byron

Byron  Densmore  P a d d o c k  was t h e  s o n  o f  H e n r y  P a d d o c k  a n d

S i l e n c e  H a r d  o f  P e n f i e l d ,  N e w  Y o r k ;  o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  Ve r m o n t .

He w a s  b o r n  o n  J u n e  9 ,  1 8 3 3 ,  i n  t h e  P a d d o c k  h o u s e  a t  P e n f i e l d . 1 6

T h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  b r i e : :  h o u s e  i n  P e n f i e l d  a n d  a p p s r c n t l y

q u i t e  a n  e l a b o r a t e  s t r u c t u r e .  " P a r t i e s  o f  younF,  p e o p l e  o u t  f o r

t h e i r  h o r s e b a c k  r i d e s .  .  .  o f t e n  made i t  t h e i r  F o a l ,  n e v e r

f a i l i n z  t o  e x c l a i m  o v e r  i t s  g r o w i n g  b e a u t y  a n d  i n t e r e s t "  . 2 .

The f o l l o w i n :  d e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  t a k e n  f r o m  " T h e  E c n r y

Paddock House  n e a r  P e n f i e l d  C e n t e r "  b y  B e r t h a  B r u n e r  B o w e n .

. .  . T h e  f r o n t  p o r c h  i s  u n i q u e .  I t  h a s
no r o o f  b u t  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  s t o n e  s l a b  512
f e e t  s q u a r e  a n d  o n e  f o o t  t h i c k ,  a p p r o a c h e d
by f o u r  s t o r . c  s t e o s  o f  t h e  same l e n g t h  a n d
t h i c k n e s s .  T h  a b s e n c e  o f  a  r o o f  makes  i t
p o s s i b l e  t o  s e e  t h e  f u l l  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  l o v e l y
f a n l i g , h t  a b o v e  t h e  d o o r ,  s o  p e r f e c t  i n  i t s
desi.--,n, c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  t h a t
i t  seems a l  t h o  i t  m u s t  r e c e n t l y  h a v e  b e e n
p l a c e d  t h e :  c ,  i r . s t e s d  o f  h a v i r . g  b e e n  b e a t e n
and b u f f e t e d  b y  t h e  e a s t  w i n d s  o f  m o r e  t h a n
a c e n t u r y  .  .  .  I  n o t i c e d  p e r t  w s y  u p  t h e
w e l l  e t  t h e  r i P h t ,  w h a t  I  t h o u g h t  w a s  a
s m a l l  v e n t i l a t o r ;  b u t  i t  w a s  n o t h i % c  s o
P r o s a i c  a s  t r o t .  .  .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  f r o n t
door  t o  t h e  b e e  c u p ' z o o r d  w h i c h  s c d  t o
s tand  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  t w o  u p p e r  w indo . . : s .
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The f r o n t  d o o r  o p e n e d  i n t o  a  l i t t l e  p a s s -
e i e  w a y ,  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  w a l l s  t h i c k -
ness a n d  e n d i n g  i n  a  b a c k  d o o r  i n s i d e  t h e
c u p b o a r d ,  w h i c h  s t o o d  a t , o u t  f i v e  f e e t
h i g h  a n d  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  n a r r o w  s h e l v e s
between w h i c h  t h e  h o n e y  w a s  s t o r e d  e n d
c o u l d  b e  r e m o v e d  t h r o u g h  i t s  t w o  f r o n t
d o o r s  w i t h o u t  d i s t u r b i n g  t h e  b e e s .  O f
a l l  M r .  P a d d o c k ' s  c l e v e r  c o n t r i v a n c e s ,
t h i s  w a s  t h e  c l e v e r e s t  a n d  t h e  m o s t  t a l k e d
a b o u t .  O n e  m a n  s a y i n g ,  ' t h a t  H e n r y  P a d d o c k
was t h e  b e a t e n e s t  man  I  e v e r  s e e .  H e  e v e n
made a  p l a c e  i n  h i s  h o u s e  w h e r e  t h e  b e e s
wen t  i n t o  a  c u p b o a r d  e n d  l e f t  t h e i r  h o n e y ' .
Henry  P a d d o c k  w a s  a  v e r y  c l e v e r  m a n  a n d  a
v e r y  r e s o u r c e f u l  man  t o  p l a n  o u t  a l l  t h e
i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  c o n v e n i e n t  t h i n g s  h e  d i d .
H e , e l s o ,  m u s t  h a v e  h a d  money  f o r  c a r r y i n g
o u t  h i s  p r o j e c t s .  M o r e  t h a n  t h a t ,  h e  w a s
a C h r i s t i a n  g e n t l e m a n ,  a  member  o f  t h e
M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h  w h o  r a v e  g e n e r o u s l y  f o r
i t s  s u p p o r t .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  a n d  f o r  y e a r s
a f t e r w a r d  t h e y  u s e d  t o  h a v e  d o n a t i o n s  t o
supr : lement  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  s a l a r y  a n d  t h e
s t o r y  i s  t o l d  o f  h i s  g o i n g  t o  o n e  o f
t he  g a t h e r i n r ; s  w i t h  a  m u l c h  c o w  a n d  a
l o a d  o f  h a y . ) .

t h i s  w a s  t h e  h o u s e  H e n r y  h a d  b u i l t  f o r  h i s  f i r s t  w i f e ,

S i l e n c e ,  w h o  a l w a y s  seemed  t o  b e  i n  p o o r  h e a l t h . 4 .  I t  m u s t

hove b e e n  a n  u n u s u a l  a n d  i m p r e s s i v e  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  i t s  t i m e

r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  g r e a t  t a l e n t  a n d  i n g e n u i t y  o f  i t s  b u i l d e r ,

end t h i s  w a s  t h e  h o u s e  i n  w h i c h  B y r o n  was b o r n  e n d  b r o u g h t

up.

•  •

Henry t o o k  a  s e c o n d  w i f e ,  E l l e n  C a n f i e l d ,  u p o n  S i l e n c e ' s

d e a t h ,  a n d ,  a f t e r  h i s  s e c o n d  w i f e ' s  d e a t h ,  m o v e d  t o  C o l d w a t e r ,

M i c h i r a n  w i t h  h i s  t w o  y o u n g e r  s o n s .  H e r e  h e  m a r r i e d  a  t h i r d

t ime  t o  J a n e  H a w l e y  a n d  w a s  k i l l e d  a c c i d e n t a l l y  w h i l e  h u n t i n g
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a b o u t  1 8 5 5 . 5 '

The r e c o r d s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  P a d d o c k  f a m i l y  a r e  r a t h e r

i n c o m p l e t e  b u t  H e n r y  seems  t o  h a v e  h a d  s e v e n  c h i l d r e n  i n

the  f o l l o w i n 3  o r d e r :  W i l l i a m  H u d d l e s t o n ,  M a r i e t t a ,  I r a

Wa r n e r,  w h o  d i e d  i n  c h i l d h o o d ,  C h a r l o t t e  O r d e l i a ,  B y r o n

Densmore, B e n s o n  W a r n e r ,  a n d  H e n r y  F e r r y . 6 - The f a m i l y ,

pe rhaps  d u e  t o  H e n r y ' s  t h r e e  mar r ia r. , : ea ,  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  d r i f t e d

a p a r t .  B y r o n  m e n t i o n e d  h i s  b r o t h e r s  s e l d o m  a n d  o n l y  w i t h

s o m e t h i n g  o f  d i s l i k e .  W i l l i a m  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  o f  d o u b t f u l

m o r a l s  a n d  B y r o n  w r i t i n g  t o  H a t t i e  o n  A p r i l  1 3 ,  1 8 6 5 ,  s a y s

t h a t  h e  ( W i l l i a m )  g o t  h i m s e l f  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  s e c r e t  scheme

a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n f r  o f  t h e  w a r  t o  b u y  u p  S o u t h e r n  c o t t o n  a n d

t h e n  s e l l  i t  i n  t h e  N o r t h  f o r  a  l a r ; e  p r o f i t ;  a  s c h c m e  w h i c h

t a c l : f i r e d . 7 ' .  W i l l i a m ' s  i n f l u e n c e ,  B y r o n  f e e l s ,  i s  u n r . l e s i r a b l e

f o r  h i s  y o u :  e r  b r o t h e r ,  P e r r y ,  w h o ,  M y r o n  f e e l s ,  i s  som. :wha t

w e a k - w i l l e d .  P e r r y  m a r r i e d  i n  1 8 6 3  a n d  s e t t l e d  d o w n  t o

f a r m i n g  i n  1 ' i c h i g a n . 8 .

Bennie  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  w a r  a n d  w a s  s t a t i o n e d  f o r  a  t i m e

w i t h  B y r o n .  H o w e v c r ,  h e  f e l l  i l l  a n d  B y r o n  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y

ab le  t o  s e c u r e  h i s  d i s c h a r g e . 9 .  N o n e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  seems  t o

have d i s t i n , : u i s h e d  h i r s e l f  d u r i n  t h e  w c r ;  c e r t a i n l y  a  c i r c u m -

s tance  w h i c h  B y r o n  c o u n t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e n .  H e n r y  P a d d o c k  h o d

s e r v e d  n o b l y  i n  t h e  Wa r  o f  1 8 1 2 ,  h i s  f a t h e r  h a d  b e e n  a  c a p t a i n
w a r , 1 0 .i n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  a n d  B y r o n ' s  s o n ,  C a r l ,  s e r v e d
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d u r i n g  t h e  S p a n i s h - n e r i c a n  w a r . 1 1

W r i t i n g  o n  O c t o b e r  1 0 ,  1 d 6 4 ,  B y r o n  r e v e a l s  a n  u n e n t h u s i -

a s t i c  a t t i t u d e  a b o u t  h i s  b r o t h e r s  s a y i n g :

I  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r  t o  B e n n i e  a t  N a s h v i l l e
s t a t i n 3  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  g o o d  o p p o r t u n i t y
f o r  h i m  t o  , e t  i n t o  b u s i n e s s  a t  t h a t
p l a c e  a n d  a d v i s i n g  h i m  t o  l e t  h i s  f a r m i n g
go a n d  come d o w n  t h e r e  e s  m y  f r i e n d s  w o u l d
a s s i s t  h i m  i n  g e t t i n g  a  s i t u a t i o n .  I  a l s o
s e n t  h i m  a  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t o  N a s h v i l l e  a n d
t o l d  h i m  i f  h e  c o n c l u d e d  t o  g o  t o  s e e  y o u
end y o u  w o u l d  l e t  h i m  h a v e  5 0 - f i f t y  d o l -
l a r s  o f  m y  m o n e y.  W h y  I  d i d  t h i s  w a s
because I  d i d  n o t  n o r  d o  n o t  w e n t  h i m  o r
any o n e  e l s e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  k n o w  w h o
t r a n s a c t s  m y  b u s i n e s s  o r  h o w  m u c h  I  h a v e .
E n c l o s e d  I  s e n d  y o u  t h e  o r d e r  o n  M r .  R a n -
d a l l  f o r  t h e  s m o u n t .  D o  n o t  d r a w  i t  f o r
h im  u n l e s s  h e  h a s  f u l l y  d e c i d e d  t o  - o  t o
N a s h v i l l e .  Y o u  c a n  i f  y o u  f e e l  a n y  d e -
l i c a c y  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  e x p l a i n  t o  M r .  R a n -
d a l l  w h y  I  n a v e  t h e  o r d e r  t o  y o u .  I  am
a n x i o u s  t o  h a v e  E e n n i e  d o  w e l l  a n d  w a n t
one o f  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  t a k e  a  p o s i t i o n  t h a t
w i l l  r e f l e c t  c r e d i t  u p o n  t h e  r e s t .  I
am s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  i f  h e  t r i e s  h e  c a n  d o
e q u a l l y  a s  w e l l  a s  m y s e l f  a n d  a s  f o r  t h e
o t h e r  t w o  t h e y  m u s t  l o o k  o u t  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s . 1 2

I n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h i s  B y r o n  seems t o  a t  l e a s t  h a v e  h e l d  h i s

f a t h e r  i n  s o -le e s t e e m  b e c a u s e  h e  w r i t e s  a d a m a n t l y  t o  E s t t i e

i n  1 8 6 4  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  w i s h  h i s  p e r t  o f  t h e  c e m e t e r y  l o t  i n

P e n f i e l d  s o l d .  "  .  .  .  I  i n t e n d  i f  I  c a n  f i n d  t h e  r e m a i n s

o f  my  f a t h e r  t o  h a v e  t h e m  t a k e n  t o  P e n f i e l d  o r  p u r c h a s e  a

l o t  i n  C o l d w a t e r  b u t  p r e f e r  t o  r e m o v e  t h e m  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  i f

p o s s i l e " , 1 3  A - p a r e n t l y  h i s  f e t h  r ' s  w h e r e a b o u t s  b e i n g  u n -
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known a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  d e a t h ,  a n  a u n t  h a d  been  b u r i e d  i n

the p l o t  i n  t h e  p l a c e  n e x t  t o  S i l e n c e ,  H e n r y ' s  f i r s t  w i f e ,

w i t h o u t  B y r o n ' s  knowledge.  T h i s  f a c t  -;eems t o  have  annoyed

Byron a g r e a t  d e a l  a n d  he .was  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  r e c t i f y  i t .

Byron was o n  h i s  own a t  a n  e a r l y  age  a n d  t r a v e l l e d  t o

C a l i f o r n i a  d u r i n g  t h e  g o l d  r u s h  o f  184 9 a t  t h e  age  o f  s e v e n t e e n .

S e t t l i n g  t e m p o r a r i l y  i n  t h e  Sacramento a r e a  h e  may have  s e r v e d

as s h e r i f f  f o r  a  t i n e . 1 4  H i s  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p  r i o d

between t h e  g o l d  r u s h  and  t h e  w a r  a r e  u n c l e a r ,  t r o u g h  h e

l i v e d  i n  Co ldwa te r  and was a c t i v e  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  a  m i l i t i a

b a t t e r y  o f  l i g h t  a r t i l l e r y  wh :ch  he  l a t e r  c a p t a i n e d .
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Chapter  I I

H a t t i e

Byron 's  c o n f i d a n t  a n d  f u t u r e  w i f e ,  H a r r i e t  ( H a t t i e )

Cr ippen ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  R e v e r e n d  E l l i o t t  McHenry  C r i p p e n ,

a M e t h o d i s t  m i n i s t e r ,  a n d  M a r i a  K e l l y  H a l s t e d ,  w a s  b o r n  a t

C o l d w a t e r,  M i c h i g a n ,  F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  1 8 3 9 . 1 5 Mar ia  became a

r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r  a n d  t e a c h e r  s o o n  a f t e r  h e r  m a r r i a g e  t o

E l l i o t t .  I n  1 8 3 5  M a r i a  a n d  E l l i o t t  moved t o  M i c h i g a n  f r o m

P e n f i e l d ,  N e w  Yo r k ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Paddock  f a m i l y  r e s i —

dence, w i t h  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  E s t h e r  a n d  E r a d l e y  C r i p p e n .  " T h e

entrance o f  t h e  f a m i l y  i n t o  C o l d w a t e r  p r o d u c e d  q u i t e  a  s e n s a t i o n .

The p a - : r  spoke  o f  t h e  g r e a t  a c q u i s i t i o n  t h e y  made t o  t h e  t o w n

and c h u r c h .  T h e y  w e r e  c a l l e d  ' I h e  R o y a l  F a m i l y '  .1,16 H e r e

E l l i o t t  " h e l d  p a : ; t o r a t e s  i n  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  i n  many o f

the l a r g e  p l c e s " . 1 7  M a r i a  d i e d  o f  a p o p l e x y  o n  F e b r u a r y

21,  1 3 4 9 . 1 8 H: r  t w o  c h i l d r e n ,  F r a d l e y  a n d  H - , r r i e t  A d e l i n e ,

went t o  l i v e  w i t h  t h e i r  a u n t  e n d  u n c l e ,  B e t s e y  Ann C r i p p e n

and D a r w i n  L i t t l e f i e l d ,  a  p r o m i n e n t  C o l d w a t e r  d o c t o r .  T h e

L i t t l e r  fields w e r e  e a r l y  f o u n d e r s  o f  C o l d w a t e r  h a v i n g  a l s o

em:grated f r o m  P e n f i e l d  w i t h  H a t t i e ' s  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  L s t h e r

end C r i p p e n  i n  1 8 3 5 . 1 9

E l l i o t t  C r i p p e n  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  l i f e  a s  a n  i t i n e r a n t
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M e t h o d i s t  m i n i s t e r  a n d  m a r r i e d  s t h e r  P i e r c e  a l s o  o f  6 o l d -

w s t e r  o n  A u g u s t  1 2 ,  1 8 5 0 .  T h e y  h o d  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,

W a l t e r ,  H e n r y ,  w h o  d i e d  i n  i n f a n c y ,  e n d  M a r y . 2 0 .

The f e m i l y  r e c o r d s  f a i l  t o  e x p l a i n  w h y  t h e  f i r s t  c h i l d r e n ,

H a r r i e t  a n d  B r a d l e y ,  l e f t ' t h e i r  f a t h e r  t o  l i v e  w i t h  t h e

L i t t l e f i e l d s .  I t  may  h a v e  b e e n  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  E l l i o t t ' s

l i f e  e s  a n  i t i n e r , n t  p r e a c h e r  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  a n  u n s u i t a b l e

one f o r  y o u r ; ;  c h i l d r e n  o r  t h e r e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  s o n e - f r i c t i o n

between h i s  s e c o n d  w i f e  a n d  h i s  f i r s t  w i f e ' s  r e l a t i o n s .

F u r t h  m o r e  t h e r e  a r e  n o  r e c o r d s  s h o w i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e  t w o

c h i l d r e n  w e n t  t o  r e s i d e  w i t h  t h e  L i t t l e f i e l d s  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r

t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  r e m a r r i a r , e  a n d  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y ,

e v i d e n c e  o f  c o r , u n i c o t i o n  w i t h  o r  e v e n  m e n t i o n  o f  E l l i o t t

CriT-pen a f t e r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  moved t o  t h e  L i t t l e f i e l d  r e s i d e n c e .

E r e d l e y,  H a t t i e ' s  7 r a n d f a t h e r ,  d i e d  i n  1 8 5 5  a n d  h i s  w i f e ,

E s t h e r ,  w e n t  t o  l i v e  w i t h  h e r  d a u g h t e r ,  P e t v e y  A n n  L i t t l e f i e l d ,

and t h e  c h i l d r e n  n a y  h a v e  made  t h e  move  w i t h  h e r  a t  t h a t  t i m c . 2 1 °

H a t t i e ,  d u e  t o  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  t h e  f a m i l y  a t -

mosphere ,  became  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  C o l d w a t e r  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  a n d

se rved  a s  c h o i r  or l , , . .an is t  f o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s .  H e r  f a t h e r  t e f o r e

h e r  m o t h e r ' s  d e s t h  h a d  s e r v e d  a s  c h a p l a i n  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  p r i s o n

a t  J a c k s o n ,  n i c h t ; - e n . 2 2  b o t h  H a t t i e  a n d  P r a d l e y  a p p a r e n t l y

acconnan ied  t h e i r  f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r  o n  v i s i t s  t o  t n e  p r i s o n ;

the  e n t i r e  e e r n : - . 1 ,  t h e  r e s p e c t  a n d  l i k i n r  o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s .
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One p r i s o n e r  m a l e  h i m  ( E l l i o t t )  a  b e a u -
t i f u l  s n u f f b o x  w i t h  a  s i l v e r  p l a t e  o n
the  t o p  o f  w h i c h  w a s  E l l i o t t ' s  monog ram.
A n o t h e r  p r i s o n e r  c a r v e d  a  p e r f e c t l y
f o rmed  w o o d e n  d o l l  f o r  h i s  s m a l l  d a u r , , h t e r ,
H a r r i e t  .  .  .  B o t h . H a r r i e t  a n d  P r a d l e y
were g r e a t  f a v o r i t e s  w i t h  t h e  p r j A o n e r s
and w a n d e r e d  among  t h e n  a t  w i l l .  33

Ye a r s  l a t e r  i n  h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  C a p t a i n  P a i d o c k ,  H a t t i e

m e n t i o n s  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  p r i s o n  o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  a p p a r e n t l y

h a v i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t h i s  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  a c t i v i t y  a f t e r  t h e  b r e a k - u p

o f  t h e  f a m i l y .

There  i s  m u c h  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  H a t t i e ' s  a n d  b y r o n ' s  f a m i l y

b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  i n d e e d  t h e y  seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  c o u s i n s .  T h e

C r i p p e n  a n d  P a d d o c k  f a m i l i e s  h e l d  a d j o i n i n g  f a r m s  i n  P e n f i e l d ,

New Y o r k ,  a n d  S i l e n c e  H a r d ,  B y r o n ' s  m o t h e r ,  w a s  t h e  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r

o f  E s t h e r  H a r d ,  H a t t i e ' s  g r o n d t o t h e r  e n d  o f  B e t s y  A n n  L i t t l e -

f i e l d  w h o  r a i s e d  H a t t i e  a n d  h e r  b r o t h e r ,  B r s d l e y . 2 I

I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  h o w  o r  w1-1:- re : l i t t l e  a n d  B y r o n  b e c o n e

a c q u a i n t e d .  I t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  t h r o u  h  m e m b r s  o f  b o t h  f a n i l i e s

who h a d  b e e n  n e i g h b o r s  i n  P e n f i e l d ,  o r  t h e y  may  h o v e  m e t  w h i l e

Byron w a s  r e c r u i t i n g  f o r  t h e  b a t t e r y  i n  C o l d w a t e r .  A t  a n y

r a t e  i t  w a s  n o t  l o v e  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t .  F 5 t t i e ' s  a u n t  a n d  u n c l e

were d i s a p p r o v i n g  o f  B y r o n  a n d  t r i e d  t o  p r e v e n t  H a t t i e  f r o m

s e e i n g  B y r o n  o r  e v e n  w r i t i n c ,  t o  h i m .

Unc le  i s  'name e n d  w i l l  b e  f o r  a  w e e k  o r
so a n d  I  t h i n k  i t  b e s t  t o  w a i t  t i l l  h e  g o e s
b a c k .  Y o u  m y  r e a s o n  a n d  y o u  w i l l
see t h e  p r o p r i e t y  o f  my  d o i n g  a s  I , O o  b u t
I  w i l l  s e ;  yo,.; a s  s o o n  a s  r o s i b l e . 2

She i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  n i t h o u E : h  s h e  oE,.urned h i s  t . t c n ' l o n s  a t

f i r s t  s h e  l a t e r  ( f o r  u n s t a t e d  r o s o n s )  became d e t e r r : i n e i  t o

I !
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circumvent h e r  U n c l e ' s  ban a g a i n s t  Byron.

I  can  t h i n k  more reasonably  t o n i g h t  t h a n
for  a  l o n g  t i m e  b e f o r e  And can excuse a
great p e a l  t h a t  has  seemed inexcusable .
When I  remember t h e i r  g r e a t  kindness t o
me t i l l  now I  have'had no  reason t o  com-
p l a i n ,  a n d  knowing t h a t  I  am t h w a r t i n g
the deares t  w ish  o f  t h e i r  h e a r t s  i n  l o v i n g
as I  choose y e t  i n  t i m e  hope t h e y  w i l l
t h i 4  o f  i t  more f a v o r a b l y  .  .  .  Byron
with your approva l  I  c a n  bear  a  g r e a t
deal b u t  when t h e y  speak i l l  o f  you ,
you must a l l o w  me t o  r e s e n t  i t  .  .  .
I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a  g r e a t  p leasure  t o  me
to see you -  b u t  t h i s  r e s t r a i n t  i s  s o
tiresome. I  c a n ' t  endure i t  much longer
and n o t  t o  be  a l lowed t o  a c t  a s  f e e l i n g s
would d i c t a t e ,  e v e n  as  f a r  a s  t r e a t i n g
you w i t h  p o l i t e n e s s ,  I  want  t h e  l i b e r t y
of seeing a n i  going w i t h  you when I
choose, w i t h o u t  l e a v i n g  home t o  do s o .
I  w i l l  t r y  a n i  be p a t i e n t  -  b u t  when I
think o f  t h e  manner you have been t r e a t e d
my pat ience  i s  a l l  gone and a n ; e r  t a k e s
i t s  p l a c e .  I f  p o s s i - l e  w i l l  meet you a t
Mary's to-..orrow a t  two o ' c l o c k .  I  am i n
want o f  your  Advice more t h a n  ever  .  .  .
I  t h i r. k  t h e y  a r e  g e t t i n : ,  q u i t e  auspic ious
of t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  E r k q e y ,  s o  good n i g h t
with l o v e  o f  E a t t i e . c -
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C h a p t e r  I I I

O f f  t o  Wa r

Byron  P a d d o c k  j o i n e d  3 a t t e r y  F ,  1 s t  R e g i m e n t  o f  t h e

! i c h i g a n  L i g h t  A r t i l l e r y  u p o n  i t s  f o r m a t i o n  o n  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 8 6 2 2 7 .

He a c c e p t e d  h i s  f a t e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y ,  w r i t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

e n t r y  i n t o  h i s  d i a r y  o n  t h a t  d a t e :

' To d a y  o u r  h o p e s  w e  n u m b e r  o ' e r
The w o r t h  o f  e a c h  t o  t e s t  &  p r o v e ;

And c o u n t l e s s  w i s h e s  t o  o f f e r  u p
For  a l l  w e  h a v e ,  o r  k n o w,  o r  l o v e . '

An a  s o l d i e , r  a n d  e x p e c t  t o  g o  e n d  f i g h t  f o r
Unc le  S o n . ' "

The m i l i t i a  c e c m l e  e n  o f f i c i a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

ariay o n  J a n u a r y  9 ,  1 S 6 2 ,  a n d  h i s  t e r m  o f  e n l i s t m e n t  w a s  o s t e n s i b l y

s c h e d u l e d  t o  e n d  o n  J a n u a r y  9 ,  1 8 6 5 , 2 9 •  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  h e  p l a n n e d

t o  r - t u r n  t o  C o l d w a t - . r  a n d  m a r r y  H a t t i e ,  a l t h o r : h  t h e y  w e r e

n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  e n 7 a 7 e d  u n t i l  some t i m e  l a t e r .

At  f i r s t  a r m y  l i f e  d i f f e r e d  l i t t l e  f r o m  c i v i l i a n  l i f e .

The b a t t e r y  r e r l a i n - A  a t  C o l d w a t e r  u n t i l  t h e  t n i r d  o f  M r r c h ,

1 8 6 2 . 3 3 '  J u r i n 7  t h i s  t i m e  h e  w r i t e s  o f  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  : ; o s o n i c

Lod- c ,  o f  w h i c h  n ,  w a s  a  member ;  s l e i g h  r i d i n - ;  p e r t i c s ;  a n d  o f
. 3 1r e g u l a r  a t t e n J a n e e  a t  c h u r c h .  '  H e  a t t e r d c d  t h e  l ' , a p t i s t  C h u r c h

o f  w h i c h  h i s  f a m i l y  h a d  b e e n  m e m b e r s , 3 2 . and t h e  r e t h r i s t  C h u r c h

o f  w h i c h  F a t t i c  w s  e  m r m b e r.  O n  o n e  o c c a s i o n  h e  w r i t e s  o f

o t t e n d i n T  a  s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  r -p in- : n 1  C h u r c h . 3 3 .

A l t h o u - h  h e  r e a i n e _ d  i n  C o l d w a t e r  f o r  1- ,T- . rox i : - , r ! tc ly  t h r z e





months a n d  H a t t i e  l i v e d  w i t h  11-,r a u n t  a n d  u n c l e  j u s t  o u t s i d e

o f  t h e  t o w n ,  i t s e l f ,  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  h o w  m u c h  t h e y  s a w  o f

each o t h e r .  H i s  d i a r y  e n t r y  f o r  J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  r e a d s :

What e x c e l l e n t  s l e i r h i n g  w e  h o v e  n o w
end y e t  I  a n  n o t  s i t u a t e d  e s  t o  b e  a b l e
t o  e n j o y  i t ,  a n d . w h y ?  b e c a u s e .  3 4 .

Her f a m i l y  w e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  u n w i l l i n g  t o  a l l o w  h i m  t o  c e l l

on h e r ,  s o  t h e y  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  make  a r r a n 7 e m e n t s  t o  m e e t  a t

the  home o f  f r i e n d s ,  t h e  H o l w a y s .  T h e y  m e t  i n  t h i s  m a n n e r

on J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  a n d  " m a d e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  a  s l e i g h r i d e " . 3 5 '

The s i t u a t i o n  was  n o  d o u b t  u n p l e a s a n t  e n d  made m e e t i n - .  d i f f i c u l t

f o r  t h e  c o u p l e ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  s e e m i n g l y  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  f o r

t h e i r  p a r t .  O n e  t r i u p ' r . t i n t  d i a r y  e n t r y  r e a d s :  " W h e t  e  t i m e

I  h o d  t h i s  e v e n i n g  y e t  I  s a w  h e r  w h e n  I  m o s t  w i s h e d  i n  s p i t e

o f  acme meddleso7.e  r e l a t i v e s " . 3 6 .

S o m e t i e s  a  S u n d a y  e v e n i n g  a t  t h e  H o l w a y s  w o u l d  b e  c o n v e n -

i e n t l y  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  c o u p l e ' s  a t t e n d i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  s e r v i c e

e t  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  t h o u r : h  t h i s  w a s  u n d o u b t e d l y  e t  t h e  r i s k

o f  h e r  r e l a t i v e s '  d i s a p p r o v a l .  I n d e e d ,  s u c h  a n  e v e n i n g  w a s

Sunday,  M a r c h  2 ,  t h e  n i . 7 h t  b e f o r e  t h e  b a t t e r y ' s  d e p a r t u r e  f o r

K e n t u c k y.  T h e y  m e t  a t  t h e  H o l w e y s  t h a t  e v e n i n g  a f t e r  c h u r c h

and a  t e r s e  d i a r y  e n t r y  r e a d u :  C a l l e d  a t  M r .  H o l w a y ' s  a f t e r

c h u r c h  a n d  s t a i d  q u i t e  l a t e . " 3 7 .

A t  14:20 A . X .  a r c h  3 ,  1 8 6 2 ,  t h e  b a t t e r y  l e f t  b y  t r a i n

f o r  L o u i s v i l l e ,  K e n t u c k y .  T h e y  c h a n c e d  t r a i n s  i n  S a l e m  a n d

New A l b a n y  C r o c 3 i n g  e n d  a g a i n  e t  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  a f t e r  p l o w i n g
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t h r o u g h  a  h e a v y  s n o w s t o r n . 3 5  A t  J e f f e r s o n v i l l e  t h e y  s t a y e d

o v e r  n i E h t ,  a r r i v i n 7 ,  i n  L o u i s v i l l e  o n  We d n e s d a y,  M a r c h  5 ,  a n d

s e t t l e d  i n  a t  C a n p  G i l b e r t . 3 9

Soon a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  e t  Camp G i l b e r t  t h e  w e a t h e r  s e e m s

t o  h a v e  t e m p o r a r i l y  t h a w e d  a n d ,  h a v i n g  n o  p r e s s i n g  d u t i e s ,

By ron  p a s s e d  t h e  t i m e  b y  t o u r i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  H e  v i s i t e d

a " d e s e r t e d  S e c e s h  m a n s i o n " " ,  a n d  o n  M a r c h  9 ,  h e  e n d  L i e u -

t e n a n t  H o l b r o o k ,  w e n t  t o  G e n e r a l  T a y l o r ' s  p l a n t a t i o n  " e n d  w e r e

v e r y  k i n d l y  s h o w n  a r o u n d  b y  h i s  n e p h e w s  w h o  t o o k  u s  t o  t h e

v a u l t  t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  a l l  t h a t  i s  m o r t a l  o f  t h e  O l d  h e r o ;  P e a c e

t o  h i s  a s h e s .  "41

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  w i n t e r  a n d  e a r l y  s p r i n g  o f  1 8 6 2 ,  t w o  o f

t he  b i n s t  p r o b l e m s  f a c e d  b y  t h e t n t t c r y  w e r e  t h e  w e a t h _ r ,

w h i c h  was  c o n t i n u a l l y  c o l d  a n d  r a i n y ,  e n d  t h e  s i c k n e s s  o f  i t s

members. B y  A p r i l  5 ,  s i x t e e n  men w e r e  h o s p i t a l i z e d , 4 2  B y

A p r i l  2 6 ,  t h i r t y  men w e r e  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  a n d  B y r o n ,  h i . n s e l f ,

w h i l e  n o t  h o s p i t a l i z e d ,  h a d  f a l l e n  i l l ,  s o  w h i l e  o n l y  o n e  m a n

d i e d  o f  d i s e a s e  i n  1 8 6 2 ,  t w e n t y - f o u r  w e r e  d i s c h a r g . d  i n  t h a t

y e a r  d u e  t o  d i s a b i l i t y . 4 3 I n  f a c t  s o n e  o f  t h e s e  d i s a b i l i t y

d i s c h a r g e s  n a y  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  d i s e a s e .  B y r o n ' s  o w n  b r o t h e r ,

as p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d  W83 s o  d i s c h a r g e d  f r o m  s . z r v i c c .

On M a r c h  3 1 ,  t h e  b a t t e r y  r . a r c h e d  2 0  m i l e s  t o  F o r t  B l a i r ,

where t h e y  s l e p t  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  w i t h o u t  t e n t s  o r  s t o v e n . 4 4

L i f e  w a s  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  a t  t ' r i o  n e w  c a m p ,  a n d  B y r o n ' s  r o u t i n e

s . e n s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  h a n d l i n - ,  s . . 1 p ; d i e 3 ,
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d e t a i l s ,  a n d  d r i l l i n g .  O c c a s i o n a l l y -  h e  w o u l d

t r a v e l  t o  L o u i s v i l l e  o n  b u s i : ' e s s ,  w h i c h  u s u a l l y  c o n n i s t e d  o f

o / i e r i n g  f l i r t : -  e r  p r o v i z i o n s .  A l t h o u g h  B y r o n  e n t r e d  t h t -  b a t -

t e r y  a s  a  p r i v a t e ,  h e  Was made  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  s r g e o n t  o n  t h e

m u s t e r i n g  i n  d a t e ,  J a n u a r y  9 ,  a n d  o n  November  1 1 ,  1 3 6 2 ,  h e

was c o m m i s s i o n e d  s e n i o r  s e c o n d  l i e u t e n a n t .  5 • t he  c o a . m i s s i o n

d a t e d  f r o m  L i e u t e n a n t  T y l e r ' s  d e a t h .

M o r a l e  among  t h e  m e n  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  h i g h  d u r i n g  t h i s

p e r i o d .  A t  l e a s t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  h a d  r e l i e f  f r o m  t h e  d u l l  r o u t i n e

i n  a  t r i p  t o  L o u i s v i l l e  w h e r e  t h e y  m i g h t  a t t e n d  t h e  t h e a t e r ,

o r  e v e n  i n  a  s h o r t  s i g h t s e e i n g  t o u r  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g

c o u n t r y s i d e .  H o w e v e r  f o r  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men  t h e r e  s e e m e d  t o  b e

l i t t l e  r e l i e f .  T h e  r o u t i n e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  d r i l l s ,  m e a l s ,  a n d

o t h e r  u n e x c i t i n g  t a l k s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  w i t h  t h e  s i c k n e s s  e n d

boredom t h e r e  Was some  a g i t a t i o n  among t h e  m e n .  O n  M o n d a y,

A p r i l  2 9 ,  o n e  man W9S p u t  o n  b r e a d  a n d  w a t e r  " f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o

do d u t y "  . 4 6 •  O n  Tu e s d a y  o n e  o f  t h e  c o r p o r a l s  w a s  a c c i d e n t l y

s h o t  t h r o u g h  t h e  l e g .  T h e n  o n  M o n d a y,  M a y  5 ,  " h a d  q u i t e  a

m u t i n y .  .  M e n  r e f u s e d  a t  f i r s t  t o  d r i l l  w i t h  m u s k e t s .  A l l

q u i e t  n o w . " 4 7 '  M e a n w h i l e  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  r e p o r t s  o f  a  f i e r c e

b a t t l e  a t  P i t t s b u r g h  L a n d i n g  w h e r e  many  men  o n  b o t h  s i d e s

were k i l l e d .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  o c c a s i o n a l  r u m o r s  t h a t  r e b e l

g u e r r i l l a s  h a d  b e e n  s i 7 h t e d  i n  t h e  s t o r e .  S c o u t i n g ;  p a r t i e s

were s e n t  o u t  f r o m  t h e  c a m p ,  b u t  t h e  b a t t e r y ,  e s  y e t ,  h a d

had n o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  e n e m y.
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Byron was a  s t r o n g  man who h o l d  s t r o n g  o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  t h e

people w i t h  whom he  cane  i n  c o n t a c t .  T o  h i s  m i n d ,  w h i l e  t h e

l i f e  o f  a  s o l d t e r  was n o t  t h e  b e s t ,  i t  was a  d u t y  t o  b e  u n d e r -

taken h o n o r a b l y.  M a l i n g e r e r s ,  w e a k l i n g s ,  e n d  o t h e r s  who t r i e d

to evade t h e i r  d u t y  r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  sympathy  f r o m  h i m .

Had a  company d r i l l  marched them a l l
down t o w n  w h i l s t  manoeurver ing  one  o f
t h e i r  guns  w e n t  o f f  and  passed  t h r o u g h
the s i d e  o f  a  house a n d  d ropped  upon  t h e
f l o o r .  O n e  men t h r e w  h i s  g u n  down and
re fused  t o  do  d u t y  A r r e s t e d  Arrested him and  he
w i l l  be  Dun ished .4

Sent a  man t o  L o u i s v i l l e  p r i s o n  f o r
d i sobey ing  commends.49

I  am g l a d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  d r a f t
i n  M ich igan  f o r  i t  w i l l  make some o f
those m i l k  and  w r i t e r  men  l o o k  p a l e  who
have been  s o  a n x i o u s  t o  hpxe  eve rybody
but  themse lves  g o  t o  w a r . ? '

Apparen t l y  he  h e l d  s u c h  a n  u n f a v o r a b l e  v i e w  o f  h i s  t e n t  ra te ,

Jun io r  Second L i e u t e n a n t  Henry  A .  H u t s o n .  " L i e u t .  H u t s o n  i s

bo r ing  me b y  r e a d i n g  p o e t r y  t h e  e f f u s i o n  o f  some s o f t  a n d  s h a l l o w

b r a i n  s i m : l a r  t o  h i s  own" .51  T h e  e x a c t  s t o r y  o f  Hu tson  i s  n o t

c l e a r .  T h e r e  a r e  vague r e f e r e n c e s  t o  n i m  i n  t h e  d i a r y  t h r o u g h o u t

the l a t e  s p r i n g .

Had a  l o r d  t a l k  w i t h  Hutson o n  p r i v a t e
bus iness .52

. .  .  c a n e  u p  t o  t h e  c i t y .  F o u n d  L i e u t .
Ty l e r  h e r e  we a r e  g o t t i n a ,  a l o r e  w e l l
w i t h  Huteons c s 3 e . 5 3

Today.an Orde r  come f o r  t h e  a r r e s t  o f
H.A.H a n d  a  l e t t e r  fro7:1 b l a i r ,
A l l  r i 7 : n t .  N o w  wp w i l l  s e e  who 1 :  t o
c o n t r o l  s r f o i r n . , 4
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Have g o t  H . A . H .  u n d e r  a r r e s t . 5 5

I  f e e l  g r e a t l y  r e l i e v e d  f o r  m y  t e n t m a t e
has c o n e ,  Y e s  H . A .  H u t s o n  h a s  r e s i g n e d
and g o n 2 4 . t h i s  m o r n i n g .   ° l i e n ° .  p u e n o .
H u r r a h . '

M e a n w h i l e ,  w h i l e  B y r o ' n  w a s  w o r k i n g  o n  " H u t s o n s  C a s e " ,

a s c o u t i n g  p a r t y  t r a v e l e d  d o w n  t o  H e n d e r s o n ,  K e n t u c k y ,  e n g a g e d

t h e  e n e m y  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t  T y l e r  w a s  k i l l e d . 5 7  b y r o n ,  h i r s e l f ,

was s i c k  f o r  some t i m e ,  a n d  s t a y e d  w i t h  a  " s e c e s h " 5 8  f a m i l y .

A h i n t  o f  s c a n d a l  h a d  t o u c h e d  t h e  b a t t e r y  a s  w e l l  w i t h  r e p o r t s

t h a t  S e r g e a n t  B r o w n ' s  w i f e , w h o  h a d  come d o w n  t o  b e  w i t h  h i m ,

end t h e  C a p t a i n ' s  s e r v a n t ,  P e r r y ,  w e r e  l i n k e d  t o g e t h e r . 5 9

t h e r e  w a s  a l s o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o b l e m  o f  r e b e l  g u e r r i l l a s ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  E o r r o n .  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  r o u t i n e  h a -1 u n d e r g o n e

a c h a n g e  w i t h  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  t o  t h e  f o r t ' s  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  i n -

c r e a s e d  g u a r d  d u t y  f o r  t h e  m o n . 6 0

Augus t  h r  w a s  e l e c t i o n  d a y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  K e n -

t u e : y ,  a n d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  d i s o r d e r  f r o m  r e b e l

g u e r r i l l a s  a n d  rec ,e1  s y m p a t h i z e r s ,  d e t a c h m e n t s  o f  t r o o p s

wore s e n t  t o  G a r n e t t s v i l l e  e n d  B r a n d e n b u r g  t o  " b e  t h n r o  .  .  .

a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  a n d  k e e p  t h e  S e c e s h  q u i e t "  .61 T he e l e c t i o n

passed o f f  w i t h o u t  a n y  t r o u b l e  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e .  " T h e  S o c e s h

e l l  r e f u s e d  t o  v o t e "  .62

Euch o f  t h e  r e ' l n i n d e r  o f  / u g u s t  Was s p e n t  i n  g e t t i n g

e q u i p p e d ,  C a p t a i n  A n d r e w s  r e t u r n e d  t o  N i c h i g a n  t o  r e c r u i t ,

and l i e u t t l n - i n t n  H n i e  a n d  k n d r e w s  w e r e  s e n t  w i t h  a  s e c t i o n  t o

L e x t . n : t o n .  T . n i 3  l e f t  B y r o n  i n  comnand o f  t h e  c n - p .
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On A u g u s t  2 0 ,  B y r o n  moved  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  b a t t e r y

t o  L e x i n g t o n  t o  j o i n  t h e  f i r s t  b r i g a d e  u n d e r  command o f  ' o l o n o l

Lucas .  A u g u s t  2 5 ,  h e  r o v e d  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  b i l g e d °  n e a r  R i c h -

mond, K e n t u c k y ,  w h e r e  h e  j o i n e d  L i e u t e n a n t s  H a l e  a n d  A n d r e w s .

On A u g u s t  2 9 ,  t h e  u n i o n  f o r c e s  m e t  e n d  r e p u l s e d  a  b o d y  o f

r e b e l  c a v a l r y , 6 3  b u t  t h e  n e x t  d a y  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d i s a s t r o u s

b a t t l e s  o f  t h e  w a r  o c c u r r e d  a t  R i c h m o n d ,  K e n t u c k y .

A t  f i v e  t h i s  m o r n i n g  o u r  p i c k e t s ,  e t c .
were d r i v e n  i n  a n d  a w a y  we  w e n t  w i t h
o u r  B a t t e r y .  W e n t  a b o u t  a  m i l e  w h e n  t h e
Rebe l s  o p e n e d  f i r e  u p o n  u s  -  f o u g h t
a b o u t  t h r e e  h o u r s  w h e n  t h e y  d r o v e  u s
back  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d o  s o  -  f o u g h t
a l l  d a y  a n d  a t  n i g h t  -  t h e y  c o m p l p t e l y
v i c t o r i o u s  w i t h  g r e a t  s l a u s , h t e r . Q 4

The B a t t e r y  w a s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  R e b e l s .
He ( C ' -p t .  P e l d o c k )  w a s  : e o u n t e d  o n
p o w e r f u l  b l a c k  h o r s e .  R e a l i z i n g  t h a t
t h e y  w o r l d  b e  c e p t u r e d  h e  t u r n e d  t o  h i s
men e n d  s a i d ,  e , o i n g  t o  t r y  t o
b r e a k  t h r o e : h  t h e i r  l i n e s .  F a l l  i n
b e h i n d  me a n d  f o l l o w ,  a l l  o f  y o u  t h a t
w i s h ' .  W i t h  t h a t  h e  s t a r t e d  h i s  h o r s e  a t
f u l l  s p e e d .  H i s  r o v e  w a s  u n e x p e c t e d  b y
t h e  R e b e l s  a n d  b e f o r e  t h e y  e n e w  w h a t  h e
i n t e n d e d  d o i n g ,  h e  w a s  u p o n  t h e m .  L t .
Paddock c h e r g c d  t h r o u g h  t h e  ' e e b e l  L i n e s
where t h e y  seemed t h i n n i s t  k n o c k i n g
down men ,  c _ : , s  o f  h i s  men  f o l l o w e d  a n d
escaped w i t h  h i m .  T h e  r e s t  o f  t h e
b a t t e r y  Was c a p t u r e d .

The u n i o n  f o r c e s  w e r e  r o u t e d  a n d  f o r c e d  t o  f l e e  t h r o u g h

K e n t u c k y.  T h e y  l e f t  L e x i n g t o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1 ,

and t h e  r e b e l s  w e r e  c l o s e  b e h i n d .  A f t e r  t r a v e l i n g  t h r o u g h

V e r s a i l l e s  t h e y  p a u s e d  f o r  r e s t  i n  r ' r a n k f o r t ,  S e p t c : b e r  3 .
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Came i n  l a s t  n i g h t  a t  t e n  o ' c l o c k .
Planted our  guns a t  t h e  end o f  t h e
Bridge and l a i d  down on t h e  s idewalk
and s l e p t  soundly.  T h e  Rebels a r e
close upon us and we e r e  o f f  a g a i n . 6 6

The h u r r i e d  march t o  L o u i s v i l l e  was h a r d e s t  on  t h e  i n f a n t r y

es many f e l l  behind end were captured b y  t h e  enemy, b u t  b y

September 5 ,  .  .  •  " A t  l a s t  we a r e  a t  L o u i s v i l l e  s a f e .  S e c e s h

did n o t  f o l l o w  us  f a r t h e r  t h e n  ' ) h e l b y v i l l e " . 6 7

Beck a t  L o u i s v i l l e  t h e  o l d  camp r o u t i n e  was n o t  resumed.

Byron had been back b u t  s e v e r a l  hours when he was s e n t  " i n

conmand o f  o u r  p iece  i n  company w i t h  a  Detachment o f  Cava l ry"

to search f o r  John Morgan.68 D u r i n g  t h i s  e x p e d i t i o n  he manac-ed

to keep up h i s  correspondence w i t h  H a t t i e ,  and  i t  i s  f rom t h i s

that one f e e l s  t h e  f r a n t i c  pace and t h e  overwhelming weariness

that those men must have f e l t .

. .  .  I t  has been a  number o f  days and
even weeks s i n c e  I  have had an  oppor tun i ty
t o w i t e  t o  you.  I t  i s  n o t  because you a r e
forgot ten b u t  because I  cou ld  n o t .  S i n c e
w r i t i n g  t o  you l a s t  I  have seen some herd
times and have been i n  one p r e t t y  rough
b a t t l e  and g o t  bad ly  whipped t o o  b u t  em
ready t o  t r y  them aga in .  .  .  I  g o t
your l e t t e r  e t  Lexington b u t  we had t o
commence a  r e t r e a t  t h e  same d a y,  consequently
could n o t  t h e n  answer i t  and even now
have n o t  t i m e  t o  say what I  w ish  t o  and
w i l l  l e a v e  i t  u n t i l  I  r e t u r n  t o  L o u i s -
v i l l e  which w i l l  be i n  a  day  o r  two i f
Morgan d o n ' t  t a k e  me. O u r  B a t t e r y  has
been bad ly  c u t  up .  O v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  men
are k i l l e d  and p r i s o n e r.  I  am v e r y  t i r e d
end even hungry f o r  provis ions a r e  scarce
end cannot be had r o r  l o v e  nor  money i n
many places .  .  .  '1)9

Immediate t h r e a t  f rom t h e  r e b e l  f o r c e s  slackened o n l y
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t e m p o r a r i l y  b e f o r e  r e p o r t s  w e r e  c i r c u l a t i n g  t h a t  G e n e r a l  f l r a g g

was a p p r o a c o . i n g  L o u i s v i l l e .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  t r o o p s  w e r e  b u s y

f o r t i f y i n g  t h e  f o r t  a n d  a c c e s s e s  t o  i t .  M e a n w h i l e  a d d i t i o n a l

t r o o p s  w e r e  r e p o r t i n g  i n  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  l o s t  a t

Richmond.  i ' m o n g  t h e s e  new f o r c e s  w a s  B e n s o n ,  o n e  o f  B y r o n ' s

younge r  b r o t h e r s ,  w h o  a r r i v e d  w i t h  C a p t a i n  A n d r e w s  o n  S e p t e m b e r

2 0 . 7 0

6 i c k n e s s  w a s  s t i l l  a  b i g  p r o b l e m  among t h e  m e n ,  a n d  l a r g e

numbers o f  men w e r e  o n  t h e  3 i c k  l i s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f a l l .

Q u i t e  a  n u m b e r  o f  o u r  men  a r e  s i c k  w i t h
v a r i o u s  d i s e a s e s .  S o m e  s a y  t h e  l o c a t i o n
o f  o u r  camp  i s  b a d .  B u t  I  j u d g e  i r o m
appearances  t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  c l a s s  o f  women
have c a u s e d  t h e  m o s t  s i c k n e s s . T

One o f  t h o s e  w h o  became c h r o n i c a l l y  i l l  w a s  B e n n i e .

Poor B e n n i e  I  h a d  t h e  M e d i c a l  I n s p e c t o r
examine h i m  y e s t e r d a y  h e  s a y s  h i s  l u n g s
are  b a d 1 7  d i s e a s e d  a n d  t h a t  h e  n e e d e d
the  c o r i o r t s  o f  home l i f e  i n s t e a d  o f
e n d u r i n g  t h e  e x p o s u r e s  o f  camp  a n d  s a i d
t h a t  i f  I  w o u l d  make o u t  h i s  d i s c h a r g e
p a p e r s  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  h i m  m u s t e r e d  o u t  o f
t he  s e r v i c e .  I  em s o r r y  t h a t  i t  m u s t  b e
so f o r  I  l i k e  t o  h o v e  h i m  w i t h  m e .  I
had n o  i d e a  t h a t  h e  w a s  s o  much  d i s e a s e d
and f e a r  t h a t  h e  w i l l  n o t  l i v e  l o n g . 7 2

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  B e n n i e ' s  d i s c h a r g e  C a p t a i n  A n d r e w s ,  a  p e r s o n a l

f r i e n d  o f  B y r o n ' s  r e s i g n e d  a n d  l e f t  t h e  s e r v i c e .  T h i s  was u n -

expec ted  a n d  came e s  a  b l o w  t o  B y r o n .  " R e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m

L i e u t .  H a l e  s a y i n g  t h a t  C a p t a i n  A n d r e w s  h o d  r e s i g n e d .  A

good man h a s  l e f t  u s .  T h e  c o m p a n y  h a s  l o s t  a  g o o d  o f f i c e r  e n d

I  a  g o o d  f r i e n d " . 7 3

To H a t t i e  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  C a p t a i n  A n d r e w s  w a s  m o r e  t h a n
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t h e  l o s s  o f  a  g o o d  o f f i c e r  a n d  f r i e n d ,  i t  w a s  t h e  t h e  l o o s

o f  a  s t r o n g  a r g u m e n t  a g a i n s t  h e r  f a m i l y ' s  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f

B y r o n .  T h e  c a p t a i n  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  a  r e s p e c t e d  m a n ,  j u d g e d

by m a n y,  i n c l u d i n g  H a t t i e ' s  f a m i l y ,  o f  p o s s e s s i n g  h i g h  m o r a l

s t a n d a r d s .  T h e r e f o r e  h i s  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  i n f l u e n c e  r e p r e s e n t e d

a p o i n t  i n  B y r o n ' s  f a v o r .

Now B y r o n  y o u  k n e w  I  h a v e  f a i t h  i n  y o u ,
h a v e n ' t  I  t r u s t e d  y o u  f o r  a  l o n g  w h i l e
a t  home .  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  n o  f e a r  b u t  a w a y
t h e r e  a n d  camp  l i f e  a t  b e s t  m u s t  b e  d u l l
and m o n o t o n o u s  a n d  n o  o n e  a r o u n d  b u t  r o u g h
men s u c h  a s  t h e  p r i v a t e s  u s u a l l y  a r e .  A m
I  t o  b l a m e  f o r  f e a r i n g  j u s t  a  l i t t l e .  I
s h o u l d  f e a r  f o r  C a p t a i n  j u s t  t h e  same  i f
l e f t  a l o n e  w i t h  s u c h  a  s e t .  D e a r  B y r o n
you k n o w  I  h a v e  a l l  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  y o u  e n d
t h i n k  y o u r  p r i n c i p l e  j u s t  a s  g o o d  e s  h i s ,
b u t  h e  i s  o l d e r  a n d  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  t r i e d
as y o u .  I  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  v e r y  f e w  t h a t
have n e v e r  y e l d e d  t o  t e m p t a t i o n  e n d
s h o u l d  y o u  f a l l  y o u  k n o w  h o w  many  o f  my
hopes m u s t  g o  w i t h  t h a t  f a l l ,  e n d  i f ,  I  a m
o v e r  a n x i o u s  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  b e  a n g r y. 7 1 4

You s a y  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  t h e
C a p t a i n  b a c k  o n l y  t h a t  yo le  f e a r  f o r  m y
m o r a l s .  N o w  r e a l l y  I  d o n  t  b e l i e v e  t h a t
y o u  h a v e  f a i t h  i n  me e v e r y  t o  a  g r a i n  o f
m u s t a r d  -  a n d  I  suppose i f  t h e  C e p t a i n
s h o u l d  g e t  a  d i s c h a r g e  ( a n d  t h a t  i s  v e r y
d o u b t f u l  n o w )  y o u  w o u l d  i m a e i n e  t h a t  I
was i n t o  a l l  manner  o f  d i s s i p a t i o n .  N o w
dear  H a t t i e  d o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  exerm.ple
and i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  C a p t a i n  i s  t h e  s o l e
cause o f  my  m o r a l i t y .  I f  t h a t  b e  t h e  c a s e
you w i l l  h a v e  t o  h i r e  h i m  t o  7 ,o  w i t h   re
a t  a l l  t i m e s  a n d  o f T C e s .  I  k n o w  L o r m a n ' s 7 5
standara  o f  m p r i r i i F i  n o t  w h a t  y o u  w o u l d
l i k e  i n  m e ,  a n d  a r e  n o t  w h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d
be y e t  I  h a v e  t h e  c o n a i d e n c e  t o  b e l i e v e
t h a t  n e i t h e r  h e  n o r  a l l  t h e  p r o f l i e a t e s  i n
the Army c a n  swerve  me f r o m  t h e  c o u r s e
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that  I  have marked o u t  t o  f o l l o w .
a b o l d  a s s e r t i o n  and one must f e e l
guise o f  h i s  moral  s t r e n g t h .  W e l l
f o r  I  know t h a t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  your
i t  w i l l  c a r r y  me s a f e  throug  f r e e
contaminations o f  c a m p l i f e . f °

This i s
ssn -
I  do
influence
from t h e

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  understand H a t t i e ' s  o r  h e r  f a m i l y ' s

fears f o r  Byron's  moral  c h a r a c t e r.  H i s  w r i t i n g  r e f l e c t s  a

msn whose moral  and p e r t i o t i c  ph i losoph iz ing  i S  sometimes

carr ied t o  dramat ic  extremes.

We have t o o  many k i d  g love  o f f i c e r s
who _much t a r t '  a r o u n d  t h e  c i t i e s  and
l i v e  on  t h e  f a t  o f  t h e  l e n d  t h a n  do
t h e i r  d u t y  l i k e  men. I t  makes me a lmost
sick o f  Shoulder S t raps  and i f  - I  d o n ' t
wear them w i t h  more p r o f i t  a n d  b e n e f i t
to t h e  Government and honor t o  myse l f ;
then I  want them t a k e n  f rom me f o r  t h e y
are in tended  a s  a  badge o f  honor and m e r i ,
and should n o t  be d isgraced b y  p o l t r o o n s . "

Although both Byron and H a t t i e  s e t  h i g h  standards f o r

themselves t h e y  d i d  - .o t  always measure o t h e r s  b y  these same

standards. S h e  wrote t o  him o f  "rough men such as  p r i v a t e s

usual ly are"78  c l e a r l y  v iewing them as  a  group a p a r t  and below

Byron's s e t .  H e ,  a s  quoted above,  d e f i n e s  t h e  d u t i e s  and standards

of an  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  these  a r e  n o t  a p p l i e d  t o  " t h e  men". I t  i s

the o f f i c e r s  who s e t  t h e  pace and provide  t h e  l e a d e r s i p ,  and

i t  i s  t h e  o f f i c e r s  who achieve success o r  f a i l u r e .

The Soutil f o r  severa l  weeks p a s t  has
obtained an  adventsge i f  n o t  a  complete
v ic tory  .  .  .  Why i t  i s  I  know n o t  u n -
less i t  be caused by  t h e  i n e f f i c i e n c y
of a  g r e a t  many o f  o u r  o f f i c e r s  t h e
f a u l t  cannot be i n  t h e  men f o r  t h e y
have w i t h  b u t  few e x c e a i o n s  f o u 3 h t
wel l  and b r a v e l y.  .  ( 7
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And f i r h t  w a s  e l l  o n e  c o u l d  o r  s h o u l d  e x p e c t  f r o m  " t h e  m e n " .

Of h i s  b r o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  b a t t e r y  B y r o n  e x p r e u s e d

no l e s s  f i r m  o p i n i o n s .  T h e  c a p t a i n  was  h i s  f r i e n d  a n d  n o

doubt h i s  m o d e l .  O f  H u t s o n  h e  was  contemptuous  a n d  r e l u c t a n t

to w a s t e  s p a c e  t o  d i s c u s s  h i m .  L i e u t e n a n t  T y l e r ,  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,

he h a d  a d m i r e d ,  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t  H a l e ,  t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  r e p l a c e m e n t ,

he seems t o  h a v e  r e s p e c t e d .  B u t  o n e  o f f i c e r ,  S e r g e a n t  B r o w n ,

soon t o  b e  l i e u t e n a n t ,  h e  d i s l i k e d  a n d  d i s c r u s t e d .  B r o w n ,

who was a p p a r e n t l y  j e a l o u s  o f  B y r o n ,  h a d  b e g u n  p l o t t i n g  w i t h

Norman Andrews,  t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  b r o t h e r ,  t o  t h r u s t  h i m s e l f  a h e a d

of  B y r o n  i n  t h e  l i n e  f o r  p r o m o t i o n .  W o r k i n g  q u i e t l y ,  w i t h

f a l s i f i e d  s i g n a t u r e s ,  B r o w n  a n d  t h e  y o u n : e r  Andrews w e r e

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b l a c k e n  B y r o n ' s  r e c o r d  w i t h  G o v e r n o r  B l a i r  o f

M i c h i 7 a n ,  b y  whose a u t h o r i t y  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  commissioned a n d

promoted. T h e  p l o t  wad u n c o v e r e d  months l a t e r  i n

Byron became e l l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  b a t t e r y  c a p t a i n c y .

Meanwhile B y r o n  was  r e c e i v i n g  a t t e n t i o n  f r o m

On Wednesday,  December  1 7 ,

Green a n d  o r d e r e d  B y r o n  t o

in  t h e  B r i ? s d e .  F i v e  d a y s

Genera l  G r a n s e r

take  command o f

1863 when

h i s  s u p e r i o r s .

a r r i v e d  a t  B o w l i n g

a l l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y

e a r l i e r ,  a f t e r  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  b y  a n

o f f i c e r  o f  G e n e r a l  R o s e c r a n s '  s t a f f ,  h e  was  compl imented  i n

having " a  s e c t i o n  o f  A r t i l l e r y  i n  t h e  b e s t  o f  o r d e r " . 8 3 0

This came o n  t h e  h e e l s  o f  G e n e r a l  G r a n g e r ' s  e a r l i e r  c o m p l i m e n t

to t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  h e  w a n t e d  B y r o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  e s  a  member

of  h i s  r e 7 i m e n t . 8 1 .
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1862 d w i n d l e d  t o  a n -end  a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  we re  n o  f u r t h e r

b a t t l e s  f o r  t h e  b a t t e r y ,  t h e r e  wos l i t t l e  l e f t  i n  December,

1862, t o  r em ind  t h e  men o f  t h e  ease  and  boredom o f  J a n u a r y,

1862. T h e  w a r  had  j u s t  bosun ,  a n d ,  t h o u g h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o u t l o o k

f o r  t h e  u n i o n  f o r c e s  was l e s s  t h a n  r o s y ,  h o p e s  f o r  e n  e a r l y

peace p r e d o n i n a t e d .

My Dear  Hea re rs  -  I  now appear  b e f o r e
you f o r  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h i s  y e a r .  O l d
Father  Time i s  a b o u t  t o  l e a v e  u s .  A n d
another new y e a r  w i l l  soon  be  ushe red  i n .
What a  s i t u a t i o n  we s r e  i n .  S u r r o u n d e d
by t h e  enemy w i t h  a l l  communica t ion  c u t  o f f
and reduced  t o 3 / 4  r a t i o n s  i s  c e r t a i n l y
d e l i g h t f u l .  r i u t  i t  i s  one  o f  t h e  v i c i s -
s i tudes  o f  w a r.  N o w  my f r i e n d s ,  I  w i s h
you a  Happy New Ye s r .  A n d  when a n o t h e r
year s h e l l  have passed  away may Peace
have been  r e s t o r e d  and  t h i s  g l o r i o u s
Union s t i l l  s t r o n g e r  cemented t h a n  e v e r . 8 3
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C h a p t e r  I V

1863

New Ye a r s  D a y  i s  a g a i n  w i t h  u s  a n d  a
v e r y  p l e a s a n t  o n e  i t  i s  t o o .  T h e  a t -
mosphere i s  c l e a r  a n d  w a r m ;  a n d  t h e  s u n
s h i n e s  s o  b r i g h t  t h a t  i t  makes  me  a l m o s t
f o r g e t  t h a t  I  e m  a  s o l d i e r :  t h a t  t h i s
b e a u t i f u l  C o u n t r y  h a s  b e e n  a n d  i s  n o w
b e i n g  d e l u g e d  w i t h  t h e  b l o o d  o f  i t s  o w n
p e o p l e .  Y e s  t o o  t r u e  i t  i s  t h a t  C i v i l
Wer i s  u p o n  u s .  G o  w h e r e  y o u  w i l l
p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  w a r  m e e t  y o u  o n  e v e r y
hand.  W h e n  w i l l  i t  c e a s e !  W h e n  w i l l
peace b e  r e s t o r e d  t o  t h i s  n o w  u n h a p p y
C o u n t r y.  G o d  - r a n t  t h a t  i t  m a y  b e  s o o n .
Today  i n s t e a d  o f  r , r e e t i n g  m y  f r i e n d s
e t  home w i t h  a  " H a p p y  New Y e a r " ,  I
have b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  make  m y s e l f  m o r e
e f f i c i e n t  w i t h  t h e  w e a p o n s  o f  d e n t h . ° 4 '

The y e a r ,  1 8 6 3 ,  b e g a n  e s  1 4 6 2  h a d  l e f t  o f f .  T h e  u n i o n

f o r c e s  a t  B o w l i n g  G r e e n ,  K e n t u c k y ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  B y r o n  w i t h

one s e c t i o n  o f  E s t t e r y  F ,  1 s t  M i c h i 7 a n  R e g i m e n t ,  L i g h t  A r t i l l e r y ,

were s u r r o u n d e d  b y  r e b e l  f o r c e s  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  L o u i s v i l l e ,

i n c l u d i n g  m a i l  a n d  s u p l i e s ,  w a s  c u t  o f f .  E v e n  t h e  p l e a s a n t ,

sunny w e a t h e r  w a s  n o t  t o  l a s t ,  f o r  b y  J a n u a r y  3 ,  a  l o n g  p e r i o d

o f  r a i n y ,  c o l d  w e a t h e r  h a d  s e t  i n ,  a l l e v i a t e d  o n l y  r a r e l y  b y

sun a n d  w a r m t h .  C o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  d i s a t r e e a b l ^  w e a t h e r  w a s  i n -

c r e a s i n g  s i c k n e s s  a m o n g s t  t h e  m e n .  T h e  d i a r y  e n t r y  f o r  J e n u a r y

13, r e a d s :  " ' t i a r a  b u t  c l o u d y .  L o o k s  a s  t h o u g h  i t  m i - h t  s t o r m

soon. .  .  .  A  n u m b e r  o f  m y  men a r e  s i c k  ( o n e  v e r y  d o n r , e r o u s ) " . 8 5 f

A lmos t  t w o  WI : le3  1 : -.ter o n  J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  " I t  i s  S u n d a y  a n d  a  l o n e l y

day t o  me.  A t o s : 1 1 , . r e  c l o u d y  a n d  d a m p .  I t  i s  a l s o  v e r y  muddy.
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Many o f  t h e  m e n  s i c k  a n d  m y s e l f  n o t  f e e l i n g  w e l l  a n d  t h r e a t e n e d

w i t h  a  f e v e r "  .86 .  O n  J a n u a r y  2 9 ,  B y r o n  r e p o r t s  t h a t  h e  m o v e d

the  c a m p  t o  w h a t  h e  h o p e d  w o u l d  b e  a  h e a l t h i e r  s p o n ,  a n d  w i t h

t h e  c h a n g e  i n  w e a t h e r  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  m e n  b e g a n  t o  i m p r o v e .

W h i l e  i d l e  a n d  somewha t  i s o l a t e d  e t  B o w l i n g  G r e e n ,  B y r o n

spen t  t h e  t i m e  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  m e n  f o r  t a r g e t  p r a c t i c e s  a n d

d r i l l s .  H e  a l s o  w r i t e s  o f  h a v i n g  h a d  m u c h  p a p e r  w o r k  f o r  t h e

b a t t e r y  t o  c o n t e n d  w i t h ,  a n d  h e  e n g a g e s  i n  t h a t  t i m e l e s s  p e r -

o g a t i v e  o f  a  s o l d i e r ,  c o m p l a i n i n g .

We c a n n o t  g e t  a n y  m a i l  f r o m  home -  s o
t a k e  i t  a l l  i n  a l l  a n d  t h i n r s  d o n ' t
l o o k  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b r i g h t  o r  p l e a s a n t .
Why i s  i t  t h a t  U n c l e  Sam d o n ' t  a r r a n g e
m a t t e r s  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  g e t  o u r  m a i l
m a t t e r .  I t  l o o k s  t o  me w r o n g  t h a t  w e
who a r e  f i F h t i n g  t h e  b a t t l e s  o f  o u r
C o u n t r y  e n d  e n d u r i n g  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  o f
a S o l d i e r s  l i f e  s h o u l d  b e  d e p r i v e d  o f
a b o u t  t h e  o n l y  p l e a s u r e  w e  h a v e  -  t h a t
o f  r e s e i v i n g  l e t t e r s  f r o m  l o v e d  o n e s  a t
h o m e . ° 7 .

Hope a b o u t  g i v e n  u p  a l l  h o p e s  o f  s e e i n g
the  P a y m a s t e r  u n t i l  a n o t h e r  t w o  m o n t h s
a t  l e a s t  h a s  r o l l e d  a r o u n d .  I t  i s  t o o
bad t o  t h i n k  t h a t  g o o d  S o l d i e r s  s h o u l d
be t h u s  t r e a t e d  when  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s
need money  s o  b a d l y . 8 "

I n  e a r l y  1 8 6 3  t h e r e  w a s  a  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e

war o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  g r e a t l y  d i s t u r b e d

By ron .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  p r o p o s a l  b y  C o n g r e s s  t o  r a i s e  n c g r o  r e g i m e n t s .

Byron e x p r e s s e d  s t r o n 7  o p i n i o n s  o n  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  a n d  o n  t h e

gove rnmen t ,  i t s e l f ,  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i a r y  e n t r i e s  d a t e d  F e b -

r u a r y  5  a n d  6 ,  r e s p e c t i y e l y .

I  s e e  b y  t h e  p a p e r s  t h a t  t h e  Deo ! '  N i c e r
i s  t h e  a l l  p e r v a d i n g  t o p i c  i n  C o n g r e s s .
B i l l  h a s  b e e n  p a s s e d  t o  r a i s e  T h r e e
Hundred t o  f i h t  o u r  b o t t l e s . 8 9 .
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G r e a t  G o d !  C o n  i t  b e  t h a t  o u r  C o n g r e s s
hes become s o  f a n a t i c a l  a s  t o  t h i n k  n o r
t a l k  o f  a n y t h i n g  b u t  N i ; F e r s .  T h e  i d e a
o f  r a i s i n g  i ; e g r o  R e g i m e n t s  t o  f i g h t  o u r
b a t t l e s  i s  a  s h a m e  a n d  a  d i s g r a c e  t o  t h e
b r a v e  S o l d i e r s  o f  o u r  a r m y .  I t  i s  e n o u g h
t o  d i s c o u r a g e  a n y  man  t h a t  h a s  a n y  ; : r i d e
a b o u t  h i m .  M e n  t h a t  wouAA v o t e  f o r  s u c h
a b i l l  o u g h t  t o  b e  s h o t . - " °

I t i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a d  w i t h  s y m p a t h y  B y r o n ' s  v i e w s  o n

the  n e g r o  r a c e  i f  i t  i s  d o n e  i n  t e r m s  o f  m o d e r n  d a y  c o n c e p t s .

I t  i s  a n  a l l - t o o  common a s s u m p t i o n  among s t u d e n t s  a n d  l a y m e n

t h a t  t h e  C i v i l  Wa r  s e p a r a t e d  a n  a n t i - s l a v e r y  N o r t h  f r o m  a  p r o -

s l a v e r y  S o u t h .  Y e t  B y r o n ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  t h e  n e g r o  w a s  n o t

an u n u s u a l  o n e  among  n o r t h e r n  c i v i l i a n s  a n d  s o l d i e r s ,  a l i k e ,

The " c a u s e s "  o f  t h e  C i v i l  Wa r  m a y  b e  d i s c u s s e d  a n d  d e b a t e d

t o d a y  among s t u d e n t s  a n d  h i s t o r i a n s  a l i k e ,  b u t  f o r  R y r o n

t h e r e  w a s  n o  r e a s o n  f o r  d e b a t e .  H e  f o u g h t  i n  a  u n i f o r m  o f  b l u e ,

f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  u n i o n  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  e n  a b s t r a c t  s e n s e  o f

hono r  a n d  p a t r i o t i s m  w h i c h  a l w a y s  seemed  t o  g u i d e  h i m  a s  a n

o f f i c e r  a n d  g  " g e n t l e m a n " .  I f  a n y o n e  w e r e  s o  r a s h  a s  t o  s u g -

ges t  h e  f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c a u s e  o f  s l a v e r y ,  h e  w o u l d  h a v e

h e a t e d l y  r e j e c t e d  s u c h  e n  a b s u r d  a r g u m e n t .  T h o u g h  h e  s p o k e

seldom o f  t h e  n e g r o e s  o r  t h e i r  p l i g h t ,  h i s  o p i n i o n  w a s  e x p l i c i t .

He u s e d  d e r i s i v e  t e r m s  s u c h  a s  n i c e r ,  d a r k e y ,  o r  w o o l y - h e a d s ,

n o t  o u t  o f  meanness  o r  p e r s o n a l  d i s l i k e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  h e  h o n e s t l y

f e l t  n e g r o e s  t o  b e  s o m e t h i n r ,  subhuman a n d  d e s e r v i n g  o f  n o  b e t t e r

t r e a t m e n t .  H i s  l o w  o p i n i o n  o f  n e 7 r o e s  w a s  o n  o n  i m p e r s o n a l

p l a n e ,  b r e d  i n  a  s o c i a l  a t m o s p h e r e  p r e v a l e n t  i n  h i s  t i m e ;  a
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s o c i a l  atmosphere w h i c h  r e c o g n i z e d  s u b t l e  s o c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s

between o f f i c e r  a n d  p r i v a t e  a s  w e l l  a s  be tween  p r o f e s s i o n a l

man and w o r k e r.  T h e s e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  a r e  made e v i d e n t  w i t h  s u c h

phrases a s  " t h c  men" ,  w h i c h  r e f e r s  t o  s o l d i e r s  o t h e r  t h a n  o f -

f i c e r s ,  a n d  a n  upper  c l a s s  p h r a s e  s u c h  a s  " a n  o f f i c e r  a n d  a

gent leman".  H a t t i e  a l s o  showed h e r  awareness o f  t h i s  s o c i a l

atmosphere when she w r o t e :

I  s h o u l d  have n o  f e a r  b u t  away t h e r e  a n d
camp l i f e  a t  b e s t  mus t  be  d u l l  a n d  monoton-
ous a n d  no  one a round  b u t  r o u g h  mg,l
such as  t h e  p r i v a t e s  u s u a l l y  a r e . / 1

Byron, a s  was a p p a r e n t l y  conmon w i t h  o f f i c e r s ,  k e p t  a

young neg ro  b o y  t o  c o c k  a n d  c l e a n  f o r  h i m , 9 2  a n d  H a t t i e ' s

f a m i l y  a l s o  had  neg ro  s e r v a n t s  a n d  s t a b l e b o y s .  I n  f a c t  B y r o n

wrote t o  H a t t i e  o f  h a v i n g  a t t e n d e d  a  n e g r o  s l a v e  s a l e  o f  w h i c h

he r e p o r t e d :

I  a t t e n d e d  e n  a u c t i o n  s o l e  o f  negroes
i n  t h i s  t o w n  l a s t  week. T h e r e w a s
no th i ng  s o  v e r y  h o r r i b l e  a b o u t  i t  a s
Frs .  S t e v e n  f i e n d e l l  P h i l l i p s  and  e l l
the A b o l i t i o n i s t s  t r y  t o  make t h e  good
people b e l i e v e .  O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y  e v e r y -
t h i n g  passed o f f  q u i e t l y .  T h e  neg roes
both n e l e  end  f e n a l e  seemed t o  e n j o y
i t  end  when t h e r e  were  f e n i l i e s  t o  b e
so ld  t h o s e  p u r c h a s i n g  wou ld  b u y  them
a l l  t h a t  i s  t h e  men t h a t  f i r s t  b e l q - h t
one w o u l d  a lways  b u y  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f
the f e n i l y .  I  h a d  a  n o t i o n  t o  t u y
a b r i g h t  l i t t l e  b o y  t h a t  I  saw s o l d
f o r  t w o  d o l l a r s  and  send  t o  y o u  s o  t h a t
you w o u l L h a v e  s o r e  one t o  p i c k  c h e r r i e s
f o r  yo.1.7-)

I t  was t h i s  a t ; i t u d e  t owa rd  t h e  neE,ro d e p i c t e d  h e r e  i n

two i s o l a t e d  c e s c s ,  y e t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  l a r g e  g e n t l e

w h i t e ,  n o t h e r n  s o c i e t y  wh ich  E i r o n  and H a t t i e  t y p i f y  t h a t  b r e d

p e c u l i a r  cnpe thy  between t h e  s o l d i e r s  o f  N o r t h  end  S o u t h .
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I t  i s  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  w h i c h  c v u s e d N o r t h e r n  s o l d i e r s  t o  r e f e r  t o

S o u t h e r n  s o l d i e r s  a s  " s e c e s h "  a n d  " r e b e l s " .  T h e  S o u t h  i s  a n

enemy i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  c o n c e p t  n o t  i n  a  m o r a l  o n e .

B y r o n ' s  c o m p l a i n t s  a r , a i n s t  t h e  g o v  r n m e n t  a n d  h i s  s t r o n g

words  a g a i n s t  t h e  n e g r o  a r e  i n  p a r t  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  d r , a r i n e s s

of  t h e s e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  1 8 6 3 .  W h a t  l i t t l e  a c t i v i t y  t h e r e  i s ,

i s  a l l  o f  a  s e d e n t a r y  n a t u r e  a s i d e  f r o m  d r i l l s  s n d  t a r g e t

p r a c t i c e .  T h e  a c c o m o d a t i o n s  a r e ,  a t  b e s t  u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  a n d

the  w e a t h e r  i s  u g l y .  I n  s h o r t ,  a r m y  l i f e  h a s  l a p s e d  i n t o

c o m p l e t e  d u l l n e s s .

The b a t t e r y ,  e t  t h i s  t i m e ,  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  r e a c h e d  a  l o w

p o i n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s .  A l w a y s  o n e  f o r

b l u n t n e s s ,  h e  w r o t e  o f  t h e  s a d  c o n d i t i o n  o f  h i s  b a t t e r y  t o

H a t t i e :  " I  h a v e  become c o m p l e t e l y  d i s c o u r a g e d  f o r  w i t h  t h e

p r e s e n t  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  i s  n o  p r o s p e c t  o f  i t s  ( t h e  b a t t e r y )

g e t t i n g  i n t o  s : i c h  a  s h a p e  a s  t o  d o  g o o d  s c r v i c e " . 9 4  S o m e  o f -

f i c e r s  w e r e  a w a y  o n  f u r l o u g h s  o r  f o r  r e c r u i t i n g  p u r p o s e s  a n d

o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i r . g  Norman  A n d r e w s ,  w e r e  o n  d e t a c h e d  s e r v i c e . 9 5

Coup led  w i t h  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  b a t t e r y  w a a  t h e

p e c u l i a r  p r o b l e m  o f  S e r g e a n t  B r o w n ,  n o w  L i e u t e n a n t  B r o w n .

Brown was a  somewha t  c r a f t y  p e r s o n  w h o ,  t h r o u g h  some d o u b l e

d e o l i n g , h a d  man-aged t o  h a v e  h i m s e l f  p r o m o t e d  o v e r  B y r o n .  I t

i s  n o t  c l e a r  j u s t  h o w  t h i s  w a s  d o n e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  o v e r

B y r o n ' s  p r o t e s t s .  B r o w n ' s  a c c o m p l i c e  w a s  Norman  A n d r e w s  a n d  i t

nay h n v e  b e e n  t h a t  Norman  o r .  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  t h e  f o r m e r  c a p t a i n ,



I

1



-28 -

hsd some i n s i d e  i n f l u e n c e  t o  s e c u r e  s u c h  a  p r o m o t i o n  f r o m
G o v e r n o r  B l a i r  i n  M i c h i g a n .  T h e  p r o m o t i o n  o c c u r r e d  s u d d e n l y

i n  l a t e  D e c e m b e r,  1 8 6 2 ,  a n d  w r i t i n g  j u s t  d a y s  b e f o r e  B y r o n

t e l l s  H a t t i e  t h a t  s u c h  a n  o c c u r r e n c e  i s  v e r y  u n l i k e l y .  B y

F e b r u a r y,  1 8 6 3 ,  t h e  n e w s  i s  o u t  a n d  i n  h e r  l e t t e r  t o  B y r o n ,

H a t t i e  i n c l u d e s  t h e  t e r s e  c o m m e n t ,  " H o w  d o  y o u  l i k e  B r o w n ' s

b e i n g  p r o m o t e d  o v e r  y o u .  I  f o r  o n e  d o n ' t  l i k e  i t  a  b i t .  I

d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  i s  f a i r " . 9 6

By ron  w a s  l e s s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  f a i r n e s s  a n d  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d

a b o u t  f r i e n d s h i p .  I n  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  H a t t i e ' s  i n d i g n a n t  s t a t e -

ment h e  s a y s ,

I  am s o r r y  t h a t  L i e u t .  A n d r e w s  h a s  t a k e n
such a  c o u r s e  f o r  h i t h e r t o  I  h a d  e s t e e m e d
h im h i 7 h l y  a s  a  g e n t l e m e n  a n d  a  f r i e n d ;
and s h o u l d  h e  c o n c l u d e  t o  d r o p  B r o w n  I
s h a l l  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e  f r i e n d l y  t o w e r d  h i m .
Bu t  h s  c a n n o t  r e t s i n  m y  e s t e e m  a n d  f r i e n d -
s h i p  a n d  u p h o l d  s u c h  a  m o n . 9 1

Norman A n d r e w s ,  o n  d e t a c h e d  s e r v i c e ,  a p p a r e n t l y  t u r n e d  u p

i n  camp s e v e r a l  w e e k s  l a t e r .  B y r o n  h a d  a  l o n g ,  " f r a n k "  t a l k

w i t h  h i m  a n d  r e p o r t e d  t o  H a t t i e  t h a t  NRrmen d e n i e d  t h e  w h o l e

a f f a i r ,  s a y i n g  h e  w a s  u n a w a r e  o f  B r o w n ' s  c o m m i s s i o n  u n t i l  h e

sow i t  f o r  h i m s e l f .  " I ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  m u s t  b e l i e v e  h i m  a n d  c o n c l u d e

t h a t  h e  h e s  a c t e d  h o : - . o r o b l y  w i t h  m e " . 9 5 He w a s  t o  l e a r n  much

l a t e r  w h a t  a  p o o r ,  u n t r u s t w o r t h y  f r i e n d  h e  w a s  d e f e n d i n g .

By m i d - J u l y  B y r o n  r e c e i v e d  w o r d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  r e p o r t s

o f  m a r a u d i n g ,  g u e r r i l l a  b e n d s  t o w a r d s  C a v e  C i t y .  T i r e d  o f

c o p i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m s ,  e n d  e l l  t o o  e n e r  f o r  a c t i o n
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he read ied  h i s  mon f o r  t h e  mcrch,  sending  t h e  guns and horses

by t r a i n ,  p e r  o r d e r s .  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  Bowling Green, h e  r e c e i v e d

a communication f rom B r i g a d i e r  Genera l  Henry M.  Judah,  h i s

d iv is ion  cor.nander, concerning a  r e b e l  g u e r r i l l a  f o r c e  on  t h e  r o a d

lesding t o  Glasgow. I n  accordance w i t h  h i s  o r d e r s ,  Byron s e t

out w i t h  t h e  3 4 t h  Kentucky under Colone l  Harvey f o r  Gleagow.99

They reached Glasgow, " t h i s  a n c i e n t  and d i l a p i d a t e d  town ( i n -

habited b y  Secesh)" ,  a t  4  o ' c l o c k  w i thou t  engaging r e b e l  f o r c e s

and a f t e r  marching " through a  v e r y  heavy ra ins torm shout ing

Hurrah f o r  t h e  4 t h  o f  J u l y  now end t h e n  .  .  .  e l 0 0

General Judah, about  t o  move o u t ,  p l a c e d  C o l .  Harvey  i n

conmand o f  t h e  p o s t  and Byron i n  commend o f  F o r t  Doy le ,  o n e

ha l f  m i l e  ou ts ide  o f  t h e  town.  H e  v a s  proud o f  t h i s  new r e s -

p o n s i b i l i t y,  thoueh r e l u c t a n t  t o  admit  t h i s .

I t  ( F o r t  Boyle)  h a s  e i g h t  l a r g e  guns and
two s n a i l  howi t ze rs .  T h e  con:land o f
th is  toge ther  w i t h  my own s e c t i o n  keeps
me busy enough. A l l  I  want  i s  t o  have
the r e b e l s  a t t a c k  me now a n i  I  w i l l
she l l  t h e  town u n t i l  n o t  a  b u i l d i n g  i s
l e f t  t o  s h e l t e r  t h e  Secesh r u f f i a n s .  101

The move t o  Glas-ow and F o r t  Boyle d i d  n o t  p rov ide  a  more

active p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  b a t t e r y  a s  t h e  in tended c o n f l i c t  w i t h

eneny f o rces  d i d  n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e .  B y r o n  t r a v e l e d  beck t o

Louisv i l le  t o  impress upon Captain  Hale  t h e  poor  c o n d i t i o n  o f

the b a t t e r y,  b u t  he was apparent ly  unsuccessful .

He i s  on t h e  con t ra ry  e u i t e  ormioun t o
be u ' l i t ed  end go i n t o  a c t i v e  s e r v i c e  i n
the f i e l d .  B u t  he l a c k s  t h e  confidence
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and d o n ' t  c a r e  a  t o  g o  ahead and
t a l k  t o  t h e s e  G e n e r a l s  and  r e d  t a r e  o f -
f i c i a l s  a n d  t e l l  t h e m  l u s t  w h a t  h e  w a n t s
and w h a t  h e  i s  bound t o  heye  -  t h a t  i s
what i s  needed end  s o  l o n g  a s  h o  goes  t o
thou end s a y s  p l e a s e  d o  s o  and  s o  ond
you w i l l  c7 rea t l y  o U l i - : e  me i u s t  s o  l o n e
they w i l l  p u t  h i m  o f f  w i t h  p r o n i s e s  t h a t
they n e v e r  i n t e n d  t o  f u l f i l l .  I  hEr:e
t a l k e d  t i l l  i t  i s  u s e l e s s  t o  s a y  more a n d
u n t i l  I  omnqu i te  o u t  o f  p a t i e n c e  a n d  c o n -
s i d e r a b l y  m a d "  a n d  now I  am g o i n g  t o  l e t
the C a p t a i n  work  o u t  h i s  own s a l v a t i o n
and I  w i l l  " p e d d l e  n y  o w  s a n o o  t i l l  h e
goew t o  w o r k  i n  earnes t . iQ  °4

From L o u i s v i l l e  h e  moved t o  M u m f o r d s v i l l e ,  where  h o

wi tnessed t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  f i v e  d e s e r t e r s .  H i s  n e x t  l e t t e r

to H a t t i e  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  i n v o l v e d  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s

persona l  r e a c t i o n .  B e c a u s e  i t  p r o v i d e s  s u c h  e n  u n u s u a l l y  p o i g n a n t

view o f  one  v s p e c t  o f  t h e  l i f e  e n d  s o c i e t y  o f  t h i s  t i m e  a n d  o f

Byron h i m s e l f ,  i t  i s  i n c l u d e d  h e r e  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  r a t h e r  t h e n

i n  t h e  a p p e n d i x .





M u n f o r d v i l l e ,  K y .
Sep tember  4 ,  1 8 6 3

Deer H a t t i e ;

I  h a d  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h o s e
f i v e  d e s e r t e r s  t h a t  I  w r o t e  t ,  y o u  c h o u t  w h e n  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  t h e
1 s t  i n s t .  w a s  h a n d e d  m e .

I  h o v e  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  m e n  a n d  i n
v a r i o u s  w a y s  y e t  t h i s  o n e  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  t o d a y  w a s  t h e  m o s t  s o l e m n
end s a d  s i g h t  t h a t  I  e v e r  b e h e l d .  T h e  p r o g r a m n e  o f  t h e  d a y  w a s
es f o l l o w s ,  v i z  -  A t  1 1 : 1 5  A . M .  t h e  e s s e n b l y  s o u n d e d  a n d  t h e
t r o o p s  t o o k  u p  t h e  l i n e  o f  m a r c h  a r r i v i n g  e t  t h e  p i e c e  o f  e x e c u t i o n
e t  1 1 : 3 0  A . M .  w h e r e  t h e y  f o r m e d  t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  a  s q u a r e .  S o o n
a f t e r  t h e  P r o v o s t  M a r s h a l l  w i t h  t h e  s h o o t i n g  p a r t y  m a r c h e d  t o  t h e
g round  f o l l o w e d  b y  men  b e a r i n g  t h e  c o f f i n s  e n d  t h e n  t h e  p r i s o n e r s
cane n e x t  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  t h e  c h a p l a i n  e n d  g u a r d s .  T h e  p r o c e s s i o n
began a t  o n e  s i d e  e n d  p a s s e d  a l o n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  o p e n  r a n k s  o f  t h e
t r o o p s  e n d  t h e n  f o r m e d  t h e  f o u r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  s q u a r e .  T h e  c o f f i n s
were t h e n  p l a c e d  a b o u t  2 3  f e e t  a p a r t  e n d  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  r e q u i r e d
t o  s i t  d o w n  o n e  o n  e a c h  c o f f i n .  T h e  C h a p l a i n  t h e n  c n e e  e d  i n
p r a y e r  w i t h  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  f o r  a  s h o r t  t i m e .  T h e  e x e c u t i o n  p a r t y
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  f o r t y  men w e r e  f o r m e d  i n  f i v e  s q u a d s  o f  e i g h t  e a c h
i n  f r o n t  o f  a n d  s i x  p a c e s  f r o m  t h e  c u l p r i t s  -  a  w h i t e  c l o t h  w a s
t h e n  t i e d  o v e r  t h e  f a c e  o f  e a c h  p r i s o n e r  a n d  t h e  s i g n s )  g i v e n  when
the  w h o l e  f o r t y  f i r e d  e n d  t h e  men  f e l l  b a c k w a r d s  u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d
w i t h  t h e i r  f e e t  r e s t i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  c o f f i n s  e l l  w i t h  o n e  e x c e p t i o n
b e i n g  i n s t e n t l y  k i l l e d  e n d  t h a t  o n e  t h e  P r o v o s t  1 • : a r s h e l l  t h e n  s h o t
t h r o u g h  t h e  h e e d  w i t h  h i s  p i s t o l .

The t r o o p s  t h e n  b ro !ce  i n t o  c o l u m n  a n d  p a s s e d  s l o w l y  b y  t h e
now i n a n i m a t e  b o d i e s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  i n  t h e  h o u r  o f  n e e d  d e s e r t e d
t h e i r  C o u n t r y  a n d  p a i d  t h e  p e n a l t y  w i t h  t h e i r  l i v e s .  T w o  o f  t h e m
were b r o t h e r s  a n d  t h e i r  a g e d  f a t h e r  s t o o d  n e a r  b y  e n d  w i t n e s s e d  t h e
a w f I l l  s c e n e .  T h e  w i v e s  o f  t w o  s t o o d  o n  t h e  h i l l s i d e  n e a r  b y  a n d
sow t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  s h o t  t o  d e p t h  w h i l s t  t h e i r  s h r i e k s  o f  a g o n y
c o u l d  b e  h e a r d  b y  u s  a l l  b u t  t o o  p l a i n l y .  A s  w e  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h
them o n  o u r  r e t u r n  I  s a w  t h e  w i f e  o f  a n o t h e r  s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  d o o r
o f  a  h o u s e  e n d  l o o k i n g  e n d  a c t i n g  m o r e  l i k e  a  r o v i n g  r a n i  r ,  t h e n
human b e i n g .  T h e y  w e r e  a l l  m a r l e d  men  e n d  some h a d  l a r g e  f a m i l i e s
who a r e  m u c h  t o  b e  p i t i e d .  T h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  m e n  I  d i d  n o t
mind s o  much  b u t  t h e  s h r i e k s  o f  t h o s e  p o o r  women w i l l  r i g _ ;  i n
my e a r s  f o r  d a y s  t o  c o - ;e .  Y o u  w e n t  t o  k n o w  w h y  I  c a n ' t  b o  c o n t e n t e d
here  w h e n  t h e  G o v e r n n e n t  n e e d s  m e .  W e l l  I  d o t r y  t o  b e  p a t i e n t  b u t
you k n o w  t h a t  I  e m  a m b i t i o u s  a n d  p r o u d  -  a n d  t h a t  w h i l s t  I  f o u g h t
f o r  m y  c o u n t r y  I  a l s o  w i s h e d  t o w r i t e  m y  name " h i g h  u p o n  t h e  s c r o l l
o f  f a m e "  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h i s  i n a c t i v i t y  a n d  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  d a n g e r
does n o t  s u i t  c n a  o f  m y  d i s p o s i t i o n .  b e s i d e s  w e r e  w e  o r d e r e d  t o  t h e
f r o n t  t h o s e  o f f i c e r s  w h o  p r e f e r  t o  h e r w  a r o u n d  L o u i s v i l l e  a n d  B o w l i n g
Green r a t h e r  t h a n  d o  t h e i r  d u t y  i n  t h e  e e t t e r y  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  b e l o n g
wou ld  t h e n  b e  o r d e r e d  t o - r e p o r t  t o  t h e  c o r i p c n y  f o r  d u t y  w h i l s t  n o w
t h e y  w h i n i n a l v  c r y  t h ' t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  w o n t  t o  b e  d e t a c h e d  b u t  c o u l d n ' t
h e l p  T  7J.;111 p r6vo-xed  e t  s u c h  men e n d  I  c a n ' t  a v o i - 1  i t .

- g o l t r o o k  l e f t  f o r  G r e e n b : u ;  t o d a y  e n d  d o n ' t  l : no , f  w h e t h r  h o
w i l l  b e  o r d e r e d  b a  k  t o  t h e  B a t t e r y  o r  s t i l l  c n n t i n r c .  o n  d e t a c h e d





serv i ce  w i t h  G e n " r a l  Hobson.  A  t e l e : - r e m  come h e r e  f o r  h i m  f r o m
h i s  w i f e  a s k i n g  i f  she  s h o u l d  coma down h e r e  w i t h  C o l .  F i l b e r t
who s t a r t s  Monday; I  answered i t  s t s t i n g  whi,re h e  h a d  gone .  S h e
w i l l  d o u b t l e s s  b e  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  C a p t a i n  e n d  Mrs .  H a l e  have  been
to  Monmouth Cove a n d  r e t u r n e d  w e l l  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e i r  v i s i t .

L i e u t .  Andrews h a s  f i r ' , u r e d  a r o u n d  u n t i l  h e  g o t  t h i n g s  a r r e n g e d
so t h a t  he  t h i n k s  h e  w i l l  c e  a b l e  t o  s t a y  away f r o m  t h e  B a t t e r y
u n t i l  o u r  t e r n  e x p i r e s .  O n e  o f  o u r  men d i e d  o n  t h e  m o r n i n 3  o f
the 2 n d  v e r y  s i . dden ly  and  a s  C a p t .  H a l e  was a b s e n t  i t  feceme my
p a i n f u l  d u t y  t o w r i t e  t o  - A s  f r i e n d s  a n d  i n f o r m  them o f  i t .  I  h a d
him b u r i e d  i n  t h e  F o r t  n e a r  my t e n t  a n d  i n  such  a  manner t h a t  h i s
f r i e n d s  c a n  hove h i m  removed w i t h  b u t  l i t t l e  t r o u ' r l e  i f  t h e y  w i s h .

I  s e e  t h a t  y o u  d o n ' t  f a v o r  t h e  i d e a  o f  my go in - ;  i n t o  t h e
r e : u l s r  s:rmy. G u e s s  when my t h r e e  y e n r s  a r e  u p  l i k e  y o u  I  t o o
s h a l l  b e  " t i r e d  o f  s o l d i e r i n g " .  W i l l  t r y  and  d e c i d e  be tween  now
and Ch r i s tmas  whe the r  i t  w i l l  n e  b e s t  f o r  me t o  come a n d  s e e  y o u
or  n o t  -  b u t  e x p e c t  b y  t h a t  t i m e  I  s h e l l  b e  s o  a n x i o u s  t o  v i s i t
you t h a t  n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  Unc le  Sam w i l l  s t o p  me. P e r h a p s  I
have n o t  a s  much c h a r i t y  0 3  I  s n o u l d  have i f  s o  w i l l  endeavor  t o
be e s  c h a r i t a b l e  a s  p o s s i b l e  u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

My l e t t e r  i s  n o t  e s  l o n g  n o r  a s  i n t e r e s t i n g  e s  y o u r  l a s t
one b u t  I  have w r i t t e n  e l l  t h e  news t h a t  I  c a n  t h i n k  o f  e n d  w i l l
b i d  you  good n i g h t  w i t h  l o v e  o f

Byron





- 33 -

The cor respondence be tween  B y r o n  and H a t t i e  f o r  1363  ends

w i t h  a  l e t t e r  d a t e d  November 2 3 , and t h e  d i a r y  i s  v e r y  i n c o m p l e t e

f o r  t h i s  y e a r .  H o w e v e r  t h i s  was a  y e a r  s p e n t  i n  a  k i n d  o f  l i m b o .

The l i g h t ,  b a n t e r i n g  t o n e  w h i c h  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  much o f  t h e  e s r l i e :

exchansTes between t h e s e  t w o  had  d i s a p p e a r e d .  B y r o n  had  seen  t h e

hard f a c t s  o f  l i f e  f i r s t  h a n d ,  a n d  i t  was a s  i f  t h e y  s u d d e n l y

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  w a r  w o u l d  n o t  b e  o v e r  q u i c k l y .  C o m p l a i n t s

were more f r e q u e n t  w a s   end more bitter, and theretone o f

despe ra t i on ,  o f  f e a r  o f  w h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  m i g h t  h o l d ,  o r  w o r s e ,

not  h o l d .

'5
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C h a p t e r  V

1564

For  B y r o n  a n d  t h e  m e n  o f  h i s  command 186L w a s  t h e i r  p e a k

y e a r .  T h e  b o r e d o m  o f  p a s t  y e a r s  w a s  o b l i t e r a t e d  i n  a  m a t t e r  o f

mon ths .  I n  1 8 6 2  h e  h a d  w r i t t e n  H a t t i e ,  " .  .  .  I  h a v e  e n d u r e d

b u t  f e w  h a r d s n l p s  a n d  r u n  b u t  l i t t l e  d a n g e r  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  m a n y " .  102.

Such a  l i g h t l y  s p o k e n  s t a t e m e n t  w o u l d  h a v e  n o  p l a c e  i n  t h e  l o n g

y e a r  o f  1 8 6 4 .

By F e b r u a r y  B y r o n  h a d  moved  h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b a t t e r y

f r o m  B o w l i n g  G r e e n  t o  Camp N e l s o n ,  K e n t u c k y .  N o w  c a p t a i n  , l 0 3 .

he was p r e p a r i n 7 , ,  o n  F e b r u a r y  7 ,

command n o w  c o n s i s t e d  o f  5 0 0  men

armed. T h e r e  w a s  c i . d t e  s h o r t a e

had t o  g i v e  u p  h i s  o w n  h o r s e  a n d

was d i s p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h i n ,  b y  t h e

h o r s e s  w e r e  b e i n g  s e n t  b a c k  f r o m

t o  move  t o  K n o x v i l l e . 1 0 11 .  H i s

b u t  o n l y  p a r t  o f  t h e m  w e r e

o f  f o r m e  f o r  h o r s e s  a n d  h e

t r a v e l  b y  f o o t .  A l t h o u f n  h e

1 4 t h ,  w o r d  w a s  r e c e i v e d  t h a t

K n o x v i l l e  e n d  n o  o f f i c e r  b e -

low t h e  r a n k  o f  B r i 7 a d i e r  G e n e r a l  w a s  p e r m i t t e d  a  h o r s e  f o r  h i s

p e r s o n a l  u s e . 1 D 5 .

Byron a r r i v e d  w L t h  h i s  men i n  P o i n t  B u r n s i d e ,  K e n t u c k y ,  w h i c h

WES l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  C u m b e r l a n d  R i v e r .  T h i s  l i t t l e  k n o w n  l o c a l e

had b e n  d e s i F r. , ) t e d  a s  a  m i l i t a r y  d e p o t  a n d  q u a r t e r m a s t e r s  h e a d -

q u a r t e r s  f o r  s t c r e s  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  r o a d  t o  7 . n o x v i l l e  a n d
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i n  a  p o s i t i o n  f a v o r a b l e  t o  s t e a m b o a t  n a v i r , a t i o n . 1 0 6 .

' load c o n d i t i o n s  f r o m  Camp N e l s o n ,  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  a b o u t

s e v e n t y - f i v e  m i l e s ,  h a d  b e e n  b a d ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  r e p o r t e d l y

worse f r o m  P o i n t  E u r n t i d e  t o  K n o x v i l l e ,  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  d i s t a n c e

o f  1 0 5  m i l e s . 1 0 7 °  T o  m a k e  m a t t e r s  w o r s e  s i c k n e s s  w a c  s p r e a d i n g

among t h e  m e n .  F r o m  a n  i n i t i a l  g r o u p  o f  5 0 0 ,  o n l y  a b o u t  3 0 0

were f i t  t o  t r a v e l  o n  t o  K n o x v i l l e .  108.  I l l n e s s  h a d  n e c e s s i t a t e d

B y r o n ' s  l e a v i n g  men a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  a s  t h e  b a t t e r y  t r a v e l e d ,  e n d

new o u t b r e a k s  o f  s i c l m e s s  o c c u r r e d  e v e r y  d a y .

The o u t l o o k  seemed  m o r e  d i s m a l  a n d  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  w e r e  m o r e

d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e e r  b e c a u s e  t h e  b a t t e r y ,  w h i l e  t r a v e l i n g ,  c o u l d

n o t  r e c e i v e  m a i l  f r o m  h o v e .  T h i s  w a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i r k s o m e

bu rden  f o r  B y r o n ,  b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  s  f u r l o u g h ,

perhaps  g r a n t e d  u n d e r  t h e  V e t e r a n  V o l u n t e e r  A c t , 1 0 9 • s f u r l o u g h

spen t  w i t h  H a t t i e  i n  C o l d w a t e r ,  a n d  h e  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  r e s t l e s s .

Dear H a t t i e  I  a m  v e r y  l o n e l y  a n d  a l l  o n
a c c o u n t  o f  y o u .  I  u s e d  t o  g o  a w a y  f r o m
home a n d  b e  g o n e  e v e n  y e a r s  w i t h o u t  c E l i n g  t o  . a r ‘
r e t u r n  b u t  n o w  d a y s  s e e m  l i k e  y e a r s .  r 4 > "

They h a d  a p p a r e n t l y  r e a c h e d  some p e r m a n e n t  a g r e e m e n t  d u r i n g

t h i s  " v a c a t i o n "  p e r i o d ,  p e r h a p s  a  f o r m a l  e n g e r e m e n t .  T h e y  w a n t e d

t-) r e i n  a  c l o s e r  c o r. i m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  s o  t h e y  a g r e e d  t o  r e a d  t h e

B i b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  k e e p i n g  p a c e  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  co ra -

l - l e : t i n .  t h e  t a s k  a t  t h e  c l o E . c  o f  t h e  y e a r .  T h i s  s r t r - e d  t o

s - , - e n c t h e n  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  C o l  s 2  e l l  a s  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  f o r

F a t t l e  i t  w u s  a l m o n t  a  b a r , 7 t i n  w i t h  D i v i n e  P r o v i d e r -ca t o  k e c p

Eyron s o ' s :  s a d  t h u s  i n s u r e  t h e i r  f u t u r e .  F u r t h e r m n r e

ho t h e  a t t i t u - l e  o f  h e r  f a m i l y  seems  t o  h o v e  l e s s e n r l ,  a t  l e a s t

the p - r t  o f  h e r  a u n t ,  w h o ,  H a t t i e  c l r i m s ,  b e r a n  t o  s n e a k  r . o r o
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f a v o r a b l y  o f  h i m .  P e r h a p s  h o  h a d  p r o v e d  h i m s e l f  e n  o f f i c e r

and a  r e n t l e m a n  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  w e a k  c h a r a c t e r e d  i n d i v i d u a l  e x -

posed t o  t h e  i m m o r a l  t e m p t a t i o n s  o f  camp  l i f e .

H i s  p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m s  h a d  d i m i n i s h e d  g i v i n g  h i m  h a p p y

hopes a n d  d r e a m s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e ,  b u t  h i s  w o r r i e s  e n d  p r o b l e m s

w i t h  t h e  b a t t e r y  h a d  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  d i s a p p e a r e d .  R e c r u i t m e n t

was s t i l l  b e i n g  a c t i v e l y  p u r s u e d  i n  n o r t h e r n  s t a t e s  a n d  o n e

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  E m a n c i p a t i o n  P r o c l a m a t i o n  w a s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f

n e c r o  r e g i m e n t s . 1 1 1 .  B y r o n  w a s  s c o r n f u l  o f  s u c h  a  p r a c t i c e

s a y i n g  s u c h  a  t h i n g  w a s  a n  i n s u l t  t o  t h e  b r a v e  U n i o n  s o l d i e r s .

However,  t h e s e  r e g i m e n t s  d i d  c r e a t e  many  n e w  o p e n i n g s  f o r  e x -

p e r i e n c e d  w h i t e  s o l d i e r s  t o  a c c e p t  c o m m i s s i o n s .  M a n y  men  s h a r e d

B y r o n ' s  s e n t i m e n t s ,  b u t  f o r  s o n e ,  s u c h  c o m m i s s i o n s  o f f e r e d  n o t -

t o - b e - m i s s e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s e k  L i e u t e n a n t  H o l b r o o k ,  s e n i o r  l i e u -

f o r  s u c h  a  c o m m i s s i o n  i n  a  h e a v y Le

He w a s  o f f e r e d  a  m a j o r ' s  c o m m i s s i o n ,  J
( 4,

t e n a n t  i n  B a t t e r y  F ,  a p p l i e d

a r t i l l e r y ,  n e 2 r o  b o t t e r y , 1 1 2 ,

b u t  h e  h e s i t a t e d  i n  a c c e p t i n g  i t ,  p e r h a p s  f e e l i n g  some g u i l t

i n  l e a v i n g  t h e  M i c h i F a n  b a t t e r y .  B y r o n  h e a r d  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n

and w r o t e  t o  H a t t i e  o f  i t  s a y i n g  c r y p t i c a l l y ,  " L t .  H o l b r o o k

has ( a s  I  t e l l  h l m )  g o t  I n i r 7 e r  o n  t h e  b r a i n !  .11113,

MeanwhLle t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t s  B r o w n  end  A n d r e w s

had n o t  i m p r o v e d  a s  B y r o n  h a d  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d .  I n  f a c t  a f t e r

being, c o - m i s s i o n e d  c e p t a l n ,  B y r o n  u n c o v e r e d  a  p l o t  i n s t i t u t e d  b y

the t w o  w h i c h  w a s  d e s i g n e d  t o  make A n d r e w s  c a p t a i n  a n d  a l l o w

them t o  r u n  t h e  b a t t e r y  b e t w e e n  t h e m  a s  t h e y  w i s h e d .  H e  c o n -

f i d e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  H a t t i e  s a y i n g  t h a t  B r o w n  a n d  A n d r e w s  h o d  c i r -

6
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c u l s t e d  a  p e t i t i o n  u r ; i n g  G o v  r n o r  b l o i r  t o  make  A n d r e w s  c a p t a i n

because o f  a  p o p u l a r  m a n d a t e  f r o m  t h e  m e n .  S o m e  o f  t h e  men

were n e w  a n d  s i g n e d  t h e  p a p e r  n o t  k n o w i n g  a n y  b e t t e r  o r  b e c a u s e

t h e  s c o u n d r e l e  t o l d  t h e m  i t  h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d  b y  M a j o r  H a l e .

O t h e r s  w e r e  t o l d  B y r o n  w o  .1d n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  c a p t a i n c y  a n d  s i g n e d

t h i n k i n g  t h e y  w e r e  i n d i c a t i n g  A n d r e w s  e s  t h e i r  s e c o n d  c h o i c e .

S t i l l  o t h e r s  w h o  i n i t i a l l y  r e f u s e d  t o  s i g n ,  f o u n d  t h e i r  n a m e s

had b e e n  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e m .  A n d r e w s  t h e n  f o r w a r d e d

t h e  p e t i t i o n  t o  G o v e r n o r  B l a i r  e n d  w r o t e  t o  B y r o n  s a y i n r ;  h e  h o d

t h i s  p e t i t i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  o v e r  n i n e t y  n a m e s ,  p e r h a p s  h o p i n g  t o

b l u f f  B y r o n  i n t o r e l i n q u i s h i n g  t h e  c a p t a i n c y . 1 1 7

W i t h  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  B r o w n  a n d  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  a b s e n c e  o f  . / - ) .

Andrews t h e  m o r a l  o f  t h e  b a t t e r y  n o  d o u b t  i m p r o v e d .  Y e t  t h e

r e s o l u t i o n  o f  o n e  d i f f i c u l t y  s e e m e d  o h l y  t o  l e a d  t o  n e w  p r o b l e m s .

Commun ica t ions  b e t w e e n  t h e  M i c h i g a n  b a t t e r y  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  o f

C o l d w a t e r  w e r e  t e r  p o r a r i l y  s e v e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  A p r i l .

P lans  w e r e  a f o o t  t o  s t r i k e  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y  -

A t l r . n t e .  B y r o n  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  S h e r m a n ' s  t r o o p s  w e r e  k e p t  o n  t h e

move a l m o s t  c o n s t e n t l y ,  M e a n w h i l e  r u m o r s  a n d  s p e c u l a t i o n s  r e -

g a r d i n g  t h e  a r m y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  R e p t  t h o s e  a t  home i n  a l t e r n a t i n g

moods o f  h o p e  a n d  d e s p g i r .  O n  A p r i l  5 ,  H a t t i e  w r o t e  j u b i l a n t l y

t h a t  G e n e r a l  L e e  w a s  r e p o r t e d  c a p t u r e d  a n d  t h a t  S h e m a n  e x p e c t e d

and t h a t  She rman  e x p e c t e d  t o  m u s t e r  o u t  h i s  a r m y  w i t h i n  f o u r

months .  " I t  i s  a  p e r f e c t  pandemon ium d o w n t o w n .  E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t

i s  c a p a b l e  o f  m o ' d n 3  a  n o i s e  seems  t o  h a v e  p o n e  c r a z y  a n d  I

b e l i e v e  n o t h i n g ,  e v e r  s e u n d e d  h a l f  s o  s w e e t  t o  me a l t h o u g h  t h e
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h o r r i d  gong a l l  t h e  d i n n e r  b e l l s ,  c h u r c h  b e l l s ,  e n g i n e  w h i s t l e s ,

f i r e  w o r k s ,  a n v i l s  a r e  i n  f u l l  b l e s t  y e t  t h e y  a l l  s a y  peace

end t h a t  my own d e a r  b o y  w i l l  soon  cone  b e c k  t o  me. B y r o n  my

h e a r t  s t a n d s  t i l l  even  a t  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  Sherman may have hod

another  b a t t l e  a n d  t h a t  y o u  a r e  n o t  s a f e  end  i f  e v e r  I  p r a y e d

e a r n e s t l y  i t  i s  now,  t h a t  a l l  may b e  w e l l  w i t h  y o u " .  118 Jus t

a f e w  s h o r t  h o u r s  l a t e r  s h e  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  b i t t e r  mood o f  d e s p a i r .

" .  .  .  i t  i s n ' t  Gen. R o b e r t  Lee  b u t  F. H .  L e e  t h a t  i s  c a p t u r e d .

We have  had  h i m  once b e f o r e  a n d  I  d o n ' t  know t h a t  i t  h a s t e n e d

the c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  w a r  e n d  had  i t  been  t h e  o t h e r  one a n  s u r e  i t

would have done .  W h y  c a n ' t  t h e  Rebe l s  know ing  a s  t h e y  d o  t h e

hopelessness o f  t h e i r  cause g i v e  u p  w i t h o u t  s a c r i f i c i n g  a n y  m o r e " . 11 9

Not u n t i l  m i d  Nay d i d  B y r o n  have t i m e  t o  w r i t s  H a t t i e  a s

to  h i s  whereabouts .  T h e  t r o o p s  h a d  moved o u t  o f  Red C l a y,

Georgie,  o n  May 7 ,  a n d  were  o n  t h e  move a l m o s t  c o n s t a n t l y

u n t i l  May 2 1 ,  when Genera l  Sherman a l l o w e d  a  t w o  d a y  r e s t  f o r

the e r m y.  120 T h e y  had moved n e a r  K i n i f s t o n ,  G e o r g i e ,  m e e t i n g
3

heavy r e s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  r e t r e a t i n g  r e b e l  f o r c e s .  T h e  cam-

peign was p a r t i c u l a r l y  h a r d  o n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r i e s  because

o f  t h e  rou-eh t e r r a i n  a n d  because t o  them was g i v e n  t h e  d u t y  o f

d i s l o d g i n g  r e b e l  a r t i l l e r y  emplacements. S k i r m i s h e s  o c c u r r e d

at  a n y  h o u r  o f  t h e  d a y  o r  n i g h t  and  a t  t i m e s  became h e a v y,  i n d e e d .

Had j u s t  gone i n t o  camp when t h e  o r d e r
vies g i v e n  t o  move f o r w a r d  and meet  them.
Our l i n e  o f  b a t t l e  was soon  fo rmed  end
o f f  we wen t  o v e r  h i l l s ,  a c r o s s  c r e e k s
and t h r o J i : h  swa::ps u n t i l  d a r k  w h i l s t
the enemy f e l l  b e c k  s l o w l y .  H e r e  wo
bivouacked b y  cy_r Fauna i n  t h e  r o o d  t i l l
m o r r I r g ,  T h e  C n y s i r y  p i c k e t s  w : r c
skirnis,1:n7, a l l  n i c h t . 2 1
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S e l e c t i n g  a  c a m p s i t e  h a d  become l i t t l e  more  t h a n  h a l t i n g  e n d

l y i n g  down t o  s l e e p  i n  t h e  l i n e  o f  m a r c h .  T h e y  s l e p t  b y  t h e i r

guns, somet imes  i n  f i e l d s ,  s o m e t i m e s  o n  t h e  r o a d .  T h e y  w e r e

a t  t i m e s  w i t h o u t  t e n t s ,  s t o v e s  o r  o t h e r  " c o m f o r t s " ,  a n d  t h e y

s l e p t  o u t  i n  t h e  o p e n .

. .  .  a n d  camped i n  a  l a r g e  c o r n f i e l d .
The h i l l s  o f  c o r n  made r a t h e r  a  r o u g h
bed b u t  be ing,  t i r e d  s o o n  w e n t  t o  s l e e p
but  was  awoke t o w a r d  m o r n i n g  b y  t h e
r a i n  d r o p s  s t r i k i n g  me i n  t h e  f a c e .  I
was t o o  t i r e d  t o  g e t  u p  a n d  l a y  o u t  i n
the  s t o r m  t i l l  m o r n i n g .  122

Other t i m e s  t h e  enemy a t t a c k e d  w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e  encamped

f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  b u t  t h i s  became s o  commonplace t h a t  t h e y  p e r -

formed t h e i r  s o l d i e r l y  d u t i e s  w i t h o u t  e n t i r e l y  d i s t u r b i n g  t h e i r

own s l e e p .

Dur ing t h e  n i e h t  t h e  enemy c h a r g e d  o u r
l i n e s  b u t  w a r e  r e p u l s e d  a f t e r  a  s h a r p
f i g h t  o f  h a l f  a n  h o u r .  I  w a s  s l e e p i n g
f i r m l y  w h e n  t h e  r o a r  o f  m u s k e t r y  awoke
me when I  h e d  t h e  b u g l e  sounded e n d  i n
ten  m i n u t e s  my b a t t e r y  was r e a d y  t o  move
or f i e h t .  B u t  t h e y  f e l l  b a c k  b e f o r e  t h e
f i r e  o f  o u r  i n f t y .  a n d  I  a g a i n  l a i d  down
and w e n t  t o  s l e e p .  .  .  .  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n
but  one  d a y  h u t  t h a t  we h a v e  e i t h e r  b e e n
i n  a  f i g h t  o r  i n  h e a r i n g  o f  e i t h e r  m u s k e t r y,
a r t i l l e r y  o r  o f  b o t h .  H a v e  g o t  s o  accustomed
to i t  t h a t  we d o n ' t  c a r e  e n y t h i n 3  a b o u t  i t
a t  a l l .  I n  f a c t  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I  c o u l d
s leep s o u n d l y  u n l e s s  I  c o u l d  h e a r  t h e
sharp c r a c k  o f  m u s k e t r y  o r  t h e  r o a r  o f
A r t i l l e r y .  123

The p a c e  Was a  t o u g h  one  a n d  t h e  men e x i s t e d  o n  s h o r t

r a t i o n s ,  p l u s  w h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  t h r o u g h  f o r a g i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y -

s i d e ,  a  p r o c e s s  w h i c h  c o u l d  n o t  b e  r e l i e d  u p o n .  " r or t h e  n e x t

twenty  days  we a r e  t o  h a v e  1  l b .  h a r d  b r e e d ,  f u l l  r a t i o n  c o f f e e
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and sugar  p e r  day  and pork  2  days each  week."124 H o r s e s  t o o

wore scarce  and f o r a g e  f o r  these  animals  was scorce r  s t i l l

than f o r  t h e  men. T h i s  meant t h a t  t h e  wounded had t o  l i e  i n

wait  on  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  f o r  t h e  f e w  ambulances a v a i l a b l e .

Byron wrote  on  s e v e r a l  occasions o f  moving p a s t  t h e  dead and

wounded " o f  f r i e n d  and f o e  who were l y i n g  i n  l a r g e  numbers on

a l l  s ides" .125

For Byron t h e r e  was e n  a d d i t i o n a l  hardship  o f  i l l  h e a l t h .

He had cont rac ted  e n  eye i l l n e s s  which was l a t e r  diagnosed a s

chronic c o n j u n c t i v i t i s  and grandular  l i d s .  I t  was a n  uncom-

for tab le  c o n d i t i o n  i r r i t a t e d  b y  cond i t ions  on  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d .

There wss some f e a r  t h a t  he  n i g h t  become b l i n d ,  which  he d i d

in l a t e r  l i f e ,  a n d  he was t o l d  t o  a v o i d  c lose  worl:. T h i s  was

nearly impossible because o f  t h e  amount o f  paper  work -  d i s -

patches, communications, e t c .  e n d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  h i s  eyes

grew progress ive ly  worse and more bothersome.

Meanwhile t h e r e  was a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  t h e

div is ion  commonder, B r i g a d i e r  General  Henry M. Judah.  T h e

Army o f  t h e  Ohio ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  t w e n t y - t h i r d  Army Corps had

been reorganized,  a s  had most o f  t h e  armies when Grant  became

commander- i n - c h i e f  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  f o r c e s .  H e  had met w i t h

General Sherrsn regard ing  t h e  conduct o f  t h e  war  and t h e  o rgan-

i za t ion  o f  t h e  un ion  f o r c e s . 1 2 6 O n e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  meeting

had been t h e  appointment o f  General  John S c h o l f i e l d  e s  commander

of t h e  Army o f  t h e  Ohio ,  t w e n t y - t h i r d  Army Corps. T h i s  corps

was d i v i d e d  i n t o  two d i v i s i o n s  o f  i n f a n t r y  p lus  two b a t t e r i e s

of a r t i l l e r y ,  t h o  6 t h  ( F )  Michigen coeeeec7ed b y  Byron and t h e





19th Oh io  commanded b y  a  C a n t a i n  6 h i e l d s . 1 2 7  L i e n e r a l  Judah ,

commissioned i n  b o t h  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  and  r e g u l a r  a r m y,  commanded

the second d i v i s i o n . 1 2 3

Judah had been  a  Wes t  P o i n t  c l a s s m a t e  o f  G r a n t ' s ,  a n d  had

gained cormend o f  a  d i v i s i o n  u n d e r  Gene ra l  H a l l e c k  b e f o r e  t h e

b a t t l e  o f  C o r i n t h . 1 2 9  B y r o n  r e p o r t e d l y  s a i d  o f  Judah  i n  l a t e r

l i f e  t h a t  he  was o f t e n  s o  i n t o x i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  was i n c a p a b l e

o f  commending. O n e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  be tween By ron  rand Judah

i s  r e p o r t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

A l l  t h e t a t t e r i e s  and  men were  i n  p o s i t i o n
ready f o r  a c t i o n .  T h e  S o u t h e r n e r s  we re
o u t f l a n k i n g  t h e n  and s t i l l  n o  o r d e r s
were g i v e n  t o  g o  i n t o  a c t i o n .  F i n a l l y
Capt. Paddock  wen t  t o  Gen. J u d a h  and
said  ' G e n .  Jude h,  t h e  enemy a r e  o u t -
f l a n k i n g  U 3 .  s h a l l  we g o  i n t o  a c t i o n ? '
Gen. J u d a h  r e p l i e d ,  ' I  know my b u s i n e s s .
No one c a n  t e l l  me t h a t . '  T h e  r e b e l s
succeeded i n  o u t i l e n % i n g  t h e  N o r t h e r n
army and  t h e  r e s u l t  wa a  d e f e a t  end
r e t r e a t .  F o r  ti;%.1-A Gen. J u d a h  v a s  r e l i e v e d
o f  h i s  ce r -mand . ' 3 '

whether he  was i n t o x i c a t e d  o r  n o t  i s  open  t o  d o u b t ,  y e t  t h e

records d o  show t h a t  he  b o a t  h i s  commend because h i s  l e a d e r  h i p

" l e f t  someth ing  t o  be  d e s i r e d " . 1 3 1  H e  m a i n t a i n e d  h i s  commiss ion

i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  a r m y,  a l t h o u g h  he was mustered o u t  o f  t h e  v o l -

un teer  a rmy  and c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e r v e  i n  o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n

u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  16,:36.132

Byron i s  s u r p r i s i n 7 , 1 y  r e t i c e n t  o n  t h e  chr,nge o f  d i v i s i o n

commander, a l t r o u g h  he  had  w r i t t e n  e a r l i e r  t o  H a t t i e  t h a t  t h o

t h r e a t  o f  c o u r t m e r i a l  hung  heavy o v e r  them 811 ,133  a n d  he f e l t





"  -

t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  k e e p i n g  h i s  o w n  c o u n s e l .  I t  i s  t o  b e  r e e e m b e r c d ,

t o o ,  t h a t  t i m e s  w e r e  h e r d  a n d  s o l d i e r s  e n d  o f f i c e r e ,  a l i k e ,

b e l o w  t h e  t o p  commend l e v e l  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  o n l y  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n

i m m e d i a t e  r e s p o n s i - i l i t i c s  i n  a  t i m e  o f  c r i s i s .  B y r o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,

had l e s s  t i m e  t o  s p e c u l a t e  o n  o c c u r r e n c e s  o t h e r  t h e n  t h e  e n e m y ' s

movements t h a n  h e  h a d  h a d  i n  p r e v i o u s ,  l e s s  a c t i v e  d a y s .

A f t e r  t h e  b r i e f  r e s p i t e  i n  m i d - M a y,  t h e  a r m y  w a s  o n  t h e

move a g a i n  t h r o u g h  G e o r g i a  w i t h  i t s  g o a l  -  t h e  c i t y  o f  A t l a n t a .

A t l a n t a  w a s  t h e  s e c o n d  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y ,  e n d  wee, o f

g r e a t  s t r a t e g i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  a t  l e a s t  t w o  w a y s .  F i r s t  i t

was a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  r a i l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  t r a c k s  t o  b o t h

Cha t t anooga  a n d  R i c h m o n d .  S e c o n d l y ,  e s  p h r a s e d  b y  G e n e r a l

Sherman, " A t l a n t a  w a s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  G a t e - C i t y ,  o f  t h e  S o u t h ,  w a s

f u l l  o f  f o u n d r i e s ,  a r s e n a l s ,  a n d  m a c h i n e - s h o p s ,  e n d  I  k n e w  t h a t

i t s  c a p t u r e  w o u l d  b e  t h e  d e a t h - k n e l l  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C o n f e d e r e c y " 1 3 4

By J u n e  2 0 ,  w h e n  Byronw-ss n e x t  h e a r d  i r o n ,  t h e  b a t t e r y

had moved  n e a r  M a r i e t t n .  T h e y  h a d  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  B u r n t  H i c k o r y

and New Hope  C h u r c h  s l i g h t l y  t o  t h e  s o u t h  a n d  w e s t  o f  t h e  c i t y ,

and t h e y  w e r e  n o w  e p p r o e c ' l i n g  t h e  C h e t e h o o c h e e  R i v e r . 1 3 5  S k i r -

m ishes  o c c u r r e d  a l m o s t  d a i l y  e n d  t h e  m a i l  w a s  q u i t e  i r r e g u l a r

b o t h  w a y s .  T h e  u n c e o p e r a t i v e  w e a t h e r ,  i t  h a d  r a i n e d  f o r  t w o

weeks o u t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t w e n t y  d a y s ,  h a d  r e d u c e d  t h e  l a n d  t o

a m o r a s s  o f  m u d .

. .  .  i t  i s  s o  v e r y  muddy  t h a t  i t  i s
a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  move e t  a l l .  Y e s -
t e r d a y  .  .  .  g o t  n a r c h i n e  o r d e r s  e t  2
o ' c l o c k  F. ! ! .  a n d  r o v e d  f o r w a r d  i n  t h e
mud a n d  r a i n  t i l l  1 0  o ' c l o c k  e t  n i 7 h t
end mode t h e  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  d i s t a n c e  o f
2 ; e . " )  i n  t h e  m e n  t i m e  t w o
h o r e c e .





D e s p i t e  t h e  b a d  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  t h e  t e n a c i t y  o f  t h e  e n e m y,

c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  l i g h t .  A s  o f  t h e  1 3 t h ,  B y r o n  w r o t e  t h a t  h e

had h o d  n o  men  w o u n d e d ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  h a d  l o s t  s e v e r a l  g u n s .

h o w e v e r ,  h e  f e l t  t h i s  w a s  n o r o  t h a n  made u p  f o r  b y  " d i s m o u n t i n g "

s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  r e b e l  g u n s  t a k i n g  i n t o  c a m p  a  n u m b e r  o f  d e s r t e r s .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  a  t r a g i c  o c c u r r e n c e  o f f s e t  t h i s  e a r l y  o p t i m i s m

on J u n e  2 5 .  L i g h t  s k i r m i s h i n g  o n  t h e  D u l l e s  a n d  M s r i e t t a  r o a d

became c r i t i c a l  w h e n  t h e  r e b e l s  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  o v e r r u n  t h e

u n i o n  l i n e s .  G e n e r a l  H a s c a l l  o r d e r e d  B y r o n ' s  a r t i l l e r y  t o  t h e

f r o n t  i m m e d i a t e l y .

To t h e  f r o n t  w e  w e n t  a t  a  r u n  a n d  i n
t e n  m i n u t e s  h a d  o n e  s e c t i o n  i n  p o s i t i o n
b u t  n o t  a  momen t  t o o  s o o n  f o r  e r e  I
c o u l d  g e t  L t .  H o l b r o o k ' s  s e c t i o n  i n
p o s i t i o n  t h e  e n e m y  w e r e  d r i v i n g  o u r
s k i r m i s h  l i n e  b e c k  a n d  t h e  b u l l :  i s  f l e w
t h i c k  e n d  f a s t  s r : d  u n c o : • : r o r t a b l y  c l o s e .
By t h e  t i m e  I  h a d  g o t  a l l  t h i n g s  r e a d y
t h e  i n f a n t r y  w e r e  n e a r l y  a l l  d r i v e n  i n
and a s  t h e  e n e m y  e m e r g e d  f r o m  t h e  w o o d s
i n t o  t h e  o p e n  c o u n t r y  a b o u t  4 0 0  y a r d s
d i s t a n t  I  g a v e  t h e  o r d e r s  t o  l o a d  w i t h
case s h o t :  a n d  commence f i r i n g .  A w a y
f l e w  t h e  i r o n  m i s s i l e s  r i g h t  t o  t h e  m a r k
b u t  s t i l l  o n  t h e y  came n e a r e r  a n d  n e a r e r
when I  g a v e  t h e  o r d e r  t o  f i r e  c e n n i s t e r
s h o t .  T h i s  t h e y  s t o o d  f o r  a  f e w  m i n u t e s
when t h e i r  l i n e s  b e g a n  t o  w a v e r  a n d  f a l l
back t o  t h e i r  f o r t i f i c s t i o n s  l e a v i n g
t h e i r  d e e d  a n d  a  p e r t  o f  t h e  wounded  o n
the  f i e l d . 1 3 7

M i r a c u l o u s l y  n o  o n e  i n  B y r o n ' s  b a t t e r y  w a s  k i l l e d  o r  w o u n d e d ,

b u t  t h e  l o s s  among t h e  i n f a n t r y  w a s  h e a v y ;  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s o

because t h e  i i r ' . i n e n c e  o f  t h e  enemy  'had f o r c e d  B y r o n  t o  f i r e  o n

h i s  o w n  Men.  C a p t a i n  6 h i e l d s ,  co r • .mard ing  t h e  o t h e r  a r t i l l e r y
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b a t t e r y ,  h a d  beF:n i n  t h e  s e n a  p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  h a d  a l s o  f i r e d  o n

u n i o n  s o l d i e r s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  i t  w a s  a  v i c t o r y  w i t h  t r a g i c

o v e r t o n e  s .138

Between b a t t l e s  a n d  s h i f t i n g  o f  p o s i t i o n s ,  B y r o n ,  l i k e

the  o t h e r  c o m m a n d e r s ,  h a d  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  c o n s t a n t l y  r e p l e n i s h i n g

a c o n t i n u a l l y  l o w  a m o u n t  o f  f o o d  s u p p l i e s .  I n  u n f r i e n d l y

c o u n t r y  t h i s  w a s  n o t  a n  e a s y  t a s k .  H o w e v e r ,  p e o p l e  b e i n g

p e o p l e ,  t h e r e  s o m e t i m e s  e m e r g e d  a  n o t e  o f  h u m o r  o u t  o f  a l l  t h e

b i t t e r n e s s .  S u c h  w a s  t h e  c a s e  w h e n  B y r o n  l e d  a  f o r a  i n s  p a r t y

on t h e  1 9 t h .  A t  t h i s  t i n e  t h e y  w e r e  d e e p  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  th7:.

C o n f e d e r a c y  b e i n s  o n l y  t w e l v e  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  C h a t t a h o o c h  e  R i v e r

and 1 8  f r o m  t h e  c i t y ,  i t s e l f .  U n d e r  s u c h  c o n d i t i o n s  a d d i t i o n a l

s u p p l i e s  w e r e  t s k e l l , n o t  d o n a t e d .

A f t e r  g o i n g ,  s o n e  t w o  m i l e s  I  c o m e  t o  a
P l a n t a t i o n  a n d  f o u n d  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  wo▶en
& c h i l d r e n  b u t  o n l y  o n e  man  -  t h e  o t h e r s
had a l l  g o n e  t o w e r .  I  w e n t  i n  &  a s k e d
them i f  t h e y  h a d  a n y  c o r n .  O n e  woman
s a i d  t h e y  hc.d a  l i t t l e  i n  a  c o r n  c r i b .
So I  s e n t  some mcln t o  ; , e t  i t .  I  t h a n
sa id  t h s t  I  t h o u - I l t  t h e y  h a d  m o r e  a n d  t h a t
i f  t h e y  w o u l d  t e l l  me w h e r e  i t  w a s  I  w o u l d
n o t  s e a r c h  t h e  h o u s e .  S o  t h e  o l d  l a d y
t o o k  me i n t o  a  r o o m  a n d  u n d e r  o n e  b e d  t h e y
had s o - e  2 3  b u s h e l s  -  u p  s t a i r s  s o n e  3 0
more a n d  i n  o t h e r  p l s c e s  I  f o u n d  s o m e .  I
t o o k  a l l  b u t  2 0  b u s h e l s  -  g a v e  t h e m  a
r e c e i p t  f o r  i t  e n d  a  s a f e  g u a r d  f o r  h e r
p r o p e r t y  t o  s e c u r e  i t  a g a i n s t  s o l d i e r s
w h i c h  s o  p l e c n e d  t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y  t h a t
t h e y  w e n t  t o  w o r k  e n d  g o t  me u p  o u i t o
a g o o d  d i n n e r  t o  w h i c h  I  d i d  j u s t i c e ,
gave L y  t h i n k s  a n d  o f f  I  s t o r t r d  f o r  c e m p . 1 3 9
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The n e x t  o b s t a c l e  f o r  t h o  u n i o n  f o r c e s  was t h e  Chat tahoochce

R i v e r.  O n  J u l y  9 ,  S c h o f i e l d  b e g a n  s e n d i n g  h i s  t r o o p s  a c r o s s

under t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  6 t h  M i c h i g a n .  T h e  b i . 77es t  p r o b l e m

was r e b e l  b a t t e r y  f i r m l y  i m p l a n t e d  o n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  b a n k  s h e l l i n g

the b o a t l o d d  o f  Yankees.  I t  was B y r o n ' s  j o b  t o  k n o c k  o u t  t h i s

r e b e l  f o r c e  a n d  send  them p a c k i n g .  H e e d i n g  f o r  t h e  r i v e r  bank

General S c h o f i e l d  r emarked  t o  B y r o n  t h a t  t h e  6 t h  X i c h i g a n  B a t -

t e r y  was i n  f o r  " a  warm t i n e  o f  i t " . 1 4 0  B u t  a s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t

t h e i r  s h o t s  were  s o  a c c u r a t e  t h a t  t h e  r e b e l s  f l e d  w i t h o u t  f i r i n g

A s h o t  a t  t h e  u n i o n  guns ,  w h i c h  were t h e n  b o l s t e r e d  b y  t h e  one
- N

secesh cannon l e f t  b e h i n d .

The n e x t  d a y  was s p e n t  r e s t i n g  and  t h e  b a t t e r y  d i d  n o t

move o n  t o  a  new p o s i t i o n .  S u c h  d a y s ,  t h o u g h  f e w  and  f a r  b e -

tween, w e r e  s p e n t  i n  c a t c h i n g  up  o n  s l e e p ,  p e r s o n a l  c o r r e s p o n -

dence, e n d  o t h e r  p e r s o n a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  b y  most  o f  t h e  men. F o r

Byron, howeve r,  t h e r e  was a lweys  a  p i l e  o f  pape r  w o r k  t o  be

at tended t o .  Y e t  t h e  etmonphere was one  o f  r e l i e f  and  r e l a x -

a t i o n .  B y r o n ,  h i m s e l f ,  u n w i t t i n g l y  added t o  t h e  l i g h t e r  a t -

mosphere t h r o u g h  a n  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  a  wander ing  p i g .  H e  was

s i t t i n g  b y  h i m s e l f ,  u n d e r  a  t r e e ,  a t  h i s  company desk .  O n e  o f

the Tien requested t h a t  h e  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  s h o o t  a  " s e c e s h p i g "

t h a t  he  h a d  f o u n d  and B y r o n  agreed .  S h o r t l y  came t h e  sound o f

a gun  and t h e  s q u e a l  o f  t h e  p i g .

. .  .  t h o  n e x t  t h i n g  I  was aware o f  was
t h a t  M r.  P i g  made a  cha rge  o n  u s  end
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s t r i k i n g  tee o n  t h e  b r e a s t  k n o c k e d  me
o v e r  b a c k w a r d  a n d  f a l l i n g  o n  m ,  h e  b e g a n
t o  j u m p  a n d  s q u e a l  t o  e t  a w a y  a n d  I
k i c k e d  e n d  s t r u g  l e d  a n d  w a s  e q u a l l y
a n x i o u s  t h a t  h e  s h o l d  l e a v e  b u t  u n -
T i F f U n a t e l y  h i s  n o s e  h o d  b , c o m e  e n t a n g l e d
i n  m y  c l o t h i n g  a n d  i t  was s e v e r a l  m i n u t e s
e r e  w o  d i s s o l v e d  p a r t n e r s l i p .  T h e  p i g
a l t h o u g h  wounded  c a n e  o u t  f i r s t  b e s t
b e s i d e s  g e t t i n g  my  c l o t h i n g  somewh©t
b l o o d y  a n d  d u s t y .  T h e  b o y s  a l l  l a u g h e d
h e a r t i l y  e n d  I  j o i n e d  i n  t h e  c h o r u s  e l -
t h o u g h  I  w o u l d  h o v e  p r e f e r r e d  t o  h a d
Mr.  P i g  w a i t e d  u n t i l  I  g o t  w e l l  b e f o r e
mak ing  a  c h a r g e  o n  me .  .  .  .  G e n e r a l
Sherman i s  n o t e d  f o r  m a k i n g  f l a n k  m o v e -
ments  b u t  t h e  S e c e s h  h o r s  make  t h e i r
c h a r g e s  d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  e n e m y.
I  s h a l l  h e r e a f t e r  t h r o u  u p  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s

. s r o u n d  n y  w r i t i n g  d e s k , 1 4 1

M a t c h i n g  h i s  f l a s h  o f  h u n o r ,  H a t t i e  r e p l i e d  t o  B y r o n ' s  i n c i d e n t

w i t h  t h e  p i g .

'A l a u g h a b l e  i n c i d e n t '  c e r t a i n l y '  A
C a p t a i n  b e e n  b e a t e n  i n  f a i r  f i g h t  w i t h
a p i g .  H a v e n ' t  y o u r  men  l o s t  c o n f i d e n c e
i n - 7 U u r  f i 7 ' e t i n e  q u a l i t i e s .  I f  t n o s e
p i g s  f i e ?  1. s o  I n u r r - U r l y  rLoC-  o rgan ize  e n
army o f  t h e r i  t o  t a k e  A t ] e n t E T- T H c t - E 6 t
v Ta T  f o r  ' l e n .  S h e r m a n  t o  make  a  f l a n k1 1 ' ; 2move-.ent .

By m i d - J u l y  t h e y  w e r e  a c r o s s  t h e  C h a t t a h o o c h e e  a n d  m o v i n g

on t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  f r o n t  o f  A t l a n t a ,  B y  J u l y  1 9 ,  a f t e r  soma

heavy  f i g h t i n g  t h e y  t o o ' ,  t h e  t o w n  o f  D e c a t u r  a n d  moved  212 m i l e s

n e a r e r  A t l a n t a . ' "  O n  J u l y  2 2 ,  t h e  r e b e l s  h o l d i n g  a  s u p e r i o r

r i d g e  p o s i t i o n ,  d r o v e  t h e  f e d e r a l  f o r c e s  b a c k  b e y o n d  D e c a t u r ,

c a p t u r e d  s e v e r a l  1 - , a t t e r i e s ,  e n d  k i l l e d  M a j o r  G e n e r a l  M c P n c r a o n . 4 1 4

And s o  i t  w e n t  -  t h e  r e b e l s  f i e r c e l y  d e f e n d i n g  A t l a n t a  e n d  t h e

Yankees s l o w l y  a n d  i n e v i t a b l y  p u s h i n g  f o r w a r d .  L o s s e s  o f  men
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end e q u i p m e n t  w o r e  c o s t l y ,  b u t  a n y  s e t b a c k s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d

c o u l d  o n l y  b e  t e m p o r a r y .  B y  J u l y  2 3 ,  t h e  r e b e l s  w e r e  d r i v e n

back  i n t o  t h e  c i t y  a n d  a  s t e a d y  s h e l l i n g  f r o m  t h e  u n i o n  f o r c e s

began.  T h i s  e s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h o  e n d .  " R e c ' d .  o r d e r s  t o  f i r o

one s h o t  e v e r y  1 5  m i n u t e s  i n t o  t h e  c i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y ,  t h i s  I

T-1-did w i t h  g o o d  e f e c t " . 1 4 5  T o  B y r o n  a n d  h i s  b a t t e r y  w e n t  t h e  h o n o r

/ o f  f i r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s h o t s  o n  A t l e n t a . 1 4 6

Dur ina:  t h e  h e c t i c  summer  o f  1 8 6 4 ,  p o o r  c o m m u e i c a t i o n  c r e a t e d

a t e n s e  a t m o s p h e r e  f o r  f a m i l c s  a t  home a s  t h e y  w a i t e d ,  s o m e t i m e s

i n  v a i n ,  f o r  n e w s  o f  t h e  a r m y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  F o r  H a t t i e  t h e s e

months w e r e  d o u b l y  d i f f i c u l t .  H e r  o l d e r  b r o t h e r ,  B r a d l e y ,  w a s

w i t h  h i s  b a t t e r y  a n d  i n  p o o r  h e a l t h .  F r o m  B y r o n  s h e  r e c e i v e d

s c a n t  r e p o r t s  a n d  w a s  n e v e r  s u r e  h e r  o w n  l e t t o r s  r u o c h o d  h i m .

6he w r y l y  d e s c r i b e d  h e r s e l f  o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  e s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g

w i t h  t h e  D e e d  L e t t e r  O f f i c e .  T o  r a c e  m a t t e r s  w o r s e  m a n y  o t h e r

o f f i c e r s  c a m e  h o : -.e o n  l e a v e s .  A n d r e w s ,  a f t e r  l o u n g i n g  a r o u n d

C o l d w a t e r ,  a c c e p t e d  a  c o m m i s s i o n  w i t h  a  n e g r o  r e g i m e n t .  H o l b r o o k

h a v i n g  s p e n t  m e n y  o f  r e c e n t  w . e k s  m a l i n g e r i n g  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a 1 , 1 4 7

s e d d e n l y  t o o k  o f f  f o r  h o n e  c l a i m i n g  h i s  m o t h e r  w a s  g r a v e l y  i l l . 1 4 8

A n o t h e r  o f f i c e r ,  C o r p o r a l  M o n r o e ,  w a s  k i l l e d  b y  enemy  s h e l l

w h i l e  s t a n d i n g  r u n t  n e x t  t o  B y r o n .

I  h a d  j u s t  r i v e n  h i m  d i r e c t i o n s  i n  r e g a r d
t o  c u t t i r e 7  se r :e  t i m b e r  t o  b u i l d  a  f o r t
when a  s h e l l  s t r u c k  h i m  o n  t h e  h e a d
t e a r i n g  t h e  w h o l e  t o p  o f f  a n d  h e  f e l l
dead e t  m y  f e e t .  I t  7439 a  h o r r i d  s i e h t
end made me f a i n t  a n d  s i c k  f o r  a  moment
b u t  I  s a w  t h a t  I  m u s t  c o n t r o l  my  f e e l i n g s
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f o r  i t  h a d  c r e a t e d  a  f e e l i n g  o f  d r e a d  a n d
f e a r  f o r  t h e  t i m e  among my men a n d  e v e n
the o f f i c e r s  .  .  .  .  P o o r  Monroe -  E J C a s
a g e n t l e m a n  a n d  more h e  w a s , p , C h r i s t i a n
and I t r u s t  p r e p a r e d  t o  d i e .  1c+9

Byron was i n  i l l  h e a l t h ,  s h o r t - h a n d e d ,  e n d  a l m o s t  c o n s t a n t l y

under f i r e .  K n o w i n g  t h i s ,  i t  was  i n d e e d  h a r d  f o r  H a t t i e  t o

c a r r y  o n  h e r  n o r m a l  r o u t i n e  o f  l i v i n g ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  t h i s  e x p l a i n s

her  s u r g e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  f e r v o r .

I  p r o m i s e d  y o u  I  w o u l d  r e a d  my B i b l e
through.  .  .  .  I  am ashamed t h a t  I  h a v e
never  d o n e  s o  b e f o r e .  W e  p r o f e s s  t o
b e l i e v e  i t s  c o n t e n t s  a n d  I  a m  s u r e  we
ought t o  u n d e r s t a n d  i t  t h a t  we  may
be g u i d e d  b y  t h e m .  .  .  .  I  e m  s u r e  I
owe a  g r e a t  d e b t  o f  g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e
Providence t h a t  h a s  k e p t  y o u  a m i d  s o
many d a n g e r s  a n d  i f  I  c a n n o t  d o  s o
l i t t l e  how c a n  I  e x p e c t  t h a t  H e  w i l l
care f o r  my d a r l i n g .  .  .  I  f e a r  my  l i f e
has b e e n  a  v e r y , s a r e l e s a ,  t h o u g h t l e s s
k i n d  o f  a  o n e .

Her s i t u a t i o n  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r u s t r a t i n g  knowing  t h a t

Byron's  e y e s  w e r e  g e t t i n g  w o r s e .  S h e  w r o t e  h i m  o f  v a r i o u s

home r e m e d i e s  a n d  o f  rumors  o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e  s u f f e r i n g  t h e  same

a f f l i c t i o n  w h o  h s d  gone  b l i n d .  v e r y  l e t t e r  was a  p l e a  t o  a p p l y

f o r  s i c k  l e a v e .  F o r  h i s  p a r t  h e  s t a u n c h l y  m a i n t a i n e d  h e  c o u l d

not l e a v e  h i s  b a t t e r y  a t  s u c h  a  c r i t i c a l  t i m e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h

the s h o r t a g e  o f  c a p a b l e  o f f i c e r s .  H e  v i s i t e d  t h e  s u r g e o n s  o c -

c a s i o n a l l y  e n d  was  t o l d  t h a t  a  f i l m  h a d  f o r m e d  w h i c h  wou ld

e v e n t u a l l y  r e q u i r e  a n  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g  h e  was

t o l d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  a v o i d  c i o s e  w o r k .  C o n d i t i o n s  o n  t h e  r o a d

were d i r t y  a n d  d u s t y  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t ,  a n d  B y r o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o

be swamped w i t h  p a p e r  w o r k .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  o n  A u g u s t  2 6 ,  h e  w a s
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g i v e n  t h i r ; y  d a y s  s i c k  l e a v e  o n  t h e  s u r g e o n s '  o r d e r s  e n d  s e n t

t o  D e t r o i t  f o r  t r e a t m e n t . 1 5 1 W r i t i n g  f r o m  D e t r o i t  o n  S e p t e m b e r

1,  h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  s u d d e n  t u r n  o f  e v e n t s  t o  H a t t i e  o n l y  a  s h o r t

d i s t a n c e  a w a y  i n  C o l d w a t e r .

I  l e f t  t h e  a r m y  l e s t  F r i d a y  n i g h t  a t
t h e  u r g e n t  r e q u e s t  o f  s e v e r a l  s u r g e o n s
who a r e  f r i e n d s  o f  m i n e  a n d  f e a r e d
t h a t  I  w o u l d  l o s e  m y  e y e s i g h t  b u t  D r .
Green .  .  .  t h i n k s  i t  w i l l  t a k e  6 0  d s y s
t o  p e r f e c t  a  c u r e .  .  .  .  ; e q u s t  n o w  o b e y
my p h y s i c i a n  o r  g o  b l i n d .

As i t  t u r n e d  o u t  h s  r e m a i n e d  N o r t h  u n t i l  e a r l y  O c t o b e r ,

t h e  l o t t e r  p a r t  o f  w h i c h  h e  s p e n t  i n  C o l d w a t e r .  T h e  w s r  i n

t h e  s o u t h  p r o g r e s s e d  b e y o n d  A t l a n t a ,  t h e  f i n a l  c a p t u r e  o f  w h i c h

Byron  h a d  m i s s e d ,  a n d  S h e r m a n ' z  f o r c e s  p r o c e e d e d  i n t o  t h e  C a r -

o l i n a  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  was  s t i l l  b a d  e n d  i t  t o o k  B y r o n  q . l i t e

some t i m e  t o r o j o i n  h i s  b a t t e r y .

On O c t o b e r  7 ,  h e  l e f t  C o l d w a t e r  o n  h i s  w a y  t o  L o u i s v i l l e ,

K e n t u c k y. 1 5 3  H e  s t o p p e d  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s  o n  t h e  6 t h  a n d  r e a c h e d

L o u i s v i l l e  t h e  n e x t  n i g h t . 1 5 4  H e  w a s  a b l e  t o  make c o n n e c t i o n s

i n  t h i s  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  j o . r n e y  a n d  f i n a l l y  r e a c h e d  ' f , n o x v i l l e

on t h e  1 3 t h . 1 5 5  H e r e  h e  r e m a i n e d  f o r  a  v i s i t  w i t h  C o l b n e l

Ha le  u n t i l  t h e  1 9 t h . 1 5 6  H e  s t a y e d  i n  v e r y  c o m f o r t a b l e ,  p r i v a t e

l o d g i n g s ,  a n d  m e t  a  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  t r y i n g  i n  v a i n  t o

make t h e i r  w a y  b a c k  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  O n e  o f  t h o s e  h e  m e t  1139 M a j o r

G e n e r a l  S c h o f i e l d  w h o  h a d  b e e n  home o n  l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e ,  a n d
h114

was a l s o  i n  t h e  d a r k  a s  t o  w e r e  h i s  f o r c e s  w e r o . 1 5 (  A n o t h e r





-

who t u r n e d  u p  i n  K n o x v i l l e  f o r  a  f e w  d a y s  W83 L i e u t e n a n t  H o l -

b r o o k  d e n y i n g  t h a t  h e  w a s  a w a r e  o f  t h e  m a j o r ' s  c o n w A s s i o n  b e i n g

o f f e r e d  h i m . 1 5 8  B y r o n  h a d  b e e n  somewha t  s y m p a t h e t i c  w i t h  H R l -

b r o o k ' s  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  f a c e  t h e  e n e m y,  b u t  t h i s  t i m e  h e  w a s  d e t e r -

m ined  t o  p u t  h i s  f o o t  d o w n .  " D o n ' t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  h e  w i l l  g o  t o

the  b a t t e r y  o r  n o t  i f  n o t  t h e n  I  s h a l l  a p p l y  t o  t h e  ' p o w e r s

t h a t  b e '  a n d  h a v e  h i m  o r d e r e d  b a c k .  H e  m u s t  s t s y  w i t h  t h e

b a t t e r y  s o  l o n g  a s  h e  i s  a  member  o f  i t  a n d  I  i t s  c a p t a i n . 1 5 9

By O c t o b e r  2 4 t h  c o = i n i c a t i o n s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  o p e n  a n d  h e

l e f t  C h a t t a n o o g a  f o r  h i s  b a t t e r y  w h i c h  h e  h s d  h e a r d  w a s  i n

K i n e l s t o n .  H e  r o d e  t o  D o l t o n ,  b u t  t h e  t r a c k  o n  t o  T i l t o n  v a s

t o r n  u p  a n d  h e  w a s  f o r c e d  t o Y a l k  t h e  t w e l v e  m i l e s  t o  T i l t o n .

Here h e  made c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  K i n s t o n .  A r r i v i n g  i n  K i n g s t o n

on O c t o b e r  2 5 ,  w i t h  b l i s t e r e d  f e e t ,  h a  l e a r n e d  t h e  b a t t e r y  h o d

moved o n .  H e  s p e n t  a  c o r i f o r t o b l e  n i r h t  i n  a  p r i v a t e  h o m e .  T h e

n e x t  d a y  h e  r o d e  b y  t r a i n  a l o n g  t h e  F t o w a h  R i v e r  t o  R o e  e n d

s t a y e d  t h e  n i g h t .  T h e n  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  2 8 t h  h o  h a d  v a l k e d

s i x t e e n  m i l e s  o u t  o f  Rome w h e n  h e  came u p o n  G e n e r a l  S h e r . l a n ,

who t o l d  h i m  t h e  b a t t e r y  h.7.d. l e f t  C e d a r  B l u f f s  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e
:7

f o r  C h a t t a n o o 7 , a .  D e c i d e d l y  d e p r e s s e d ' h e  r e t r a c e d  h i s . s t e p s

back t o  C h a t t e n o o : a  w h i c h  h e  h a d  l e f S ,  a b o u t  o n e  w e e k  p a s t ,
(), j e n : 4 , . e  ten.c b

and w h i c h  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  o n  N'ovs: :ber  l n t .  1 -le w e n t  i n t o  c a m p

here  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  a w a i t i n g  n e w  o r d e r s .  I n  t h e  i n t e r i m

he h a d  b e e n  made C h i e f  o f  A r t i l l e r y ,  a n d  S c h o f i e l d  t o l d  h i m  t o

r e e q u i p  h i s  b a t t e r y  e s  t h e y  w e r e  s o o n  t o  move o u t  f o r k  S c h o f i e l d
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r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  t h e  h s p p i n e s s  o f  h i s  v o c a t i o n  q u i c k l y  f a d e d ,

and t h e  i n f e c t i o n  i n  h i s  e y e s  r e t u r n e d .  H o  w a s  d i s c o u r a g e d  a r i d

somewhat d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  a s  b o t h  h e  a n d  H i t t i e  h a d  s u r m i s e d  t h a t  ,  0

w i t h  t h e  f a l l  o f  A t l a n t a ,  h i s  b a t t e r y  w o u l d  r e m a i n  r e l a t i v e l y
y%'(c.x?

i n a c t i v e  u n t i l  h i s  m u s t e r  o u t  d a t e  i n  e a r l y  J a n u a r y .  B u t  s o o n ,e 0

t h e y  w e r e  o n  t h e  m o v e  t o  t h e  f r o n t  a g a i n .  L L o m  a ,  1,,(1,j_j
vAdv

A c a i n  c o n t i n u o u s  r a i n  a n d  s e a s  o f  mud a d d e d  t o  t h e  d i s -

c o u r a g i n g  a t m o s p h e r e .  A l s o ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  p a p e r  w o r k  was

heavy  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n s  h a d  t o  b e  made  f o r  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e

p a y m a s t e r.  I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e s e  f r a n t i c  p r e p a r a t i o n s  c a n e

E l e c t : o n  D a y,  i n  ▶ h i c k  B y r o n  o p e n e d  p o l l s  f o r  t h e  m e n .  I n  a

b r i e f  d i a r y  e n t r y  h e  r e c o r d e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  a s  L i n c ' l n  f i f t y

v o t e s ,  M c C l e l l s n  t w e n t y - t h r e e . 1 6 1  C i v i l i a n  a f f a i r s  seemed  '

f a r  re r. .oved  f r o g :  a r m y  l i f e .

Much o f  November  was s p e n t  i n  g a t h a r i n ; 7 ,  s u p p l i e s  e n d  —

r e p l e n i s h i n :  t h e  r a r s  o f  t h e  b a t t e r y .  B y  November  2 6 ,  t h e y

p r e p a r e d  t o  move  o u t  t o w a r d s  t h e  C a r o l i n a s  a n d  B y r o n  r e a l i z e d

e j  r F
t 7 4 (  )

t h a t  h e  m i g h t  h o v e  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  b e y o n d  h i s  e x p i r a t i o n

d a t e ,  a  c i r e 1 2 - r s t e n c e  w h i c h ,  t h o u r , h  a  d u t y ,  d i d  n o t  p l e a s e  h i m .

The w e a t h e r  w a s  c o l d  a n d  r a i n y  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  c o n t e c t
j

w i t h  t h e  e n c y .  D e s p i t e  t h e t c o n s t 7 . n t  movement  e n d  b e d  w e u t h c r ,

f o o d  v a s  r . o r e  p l e n t i f u l  e n d  h e  w r i t e s  o f  h a v i n g  h o n e y ,  m i l k ,

b u t t e r ,  c h i c e n s ,  a n d  t u r k e y s .

One c l o s e  c a l l  o c c u r r e d   o n  December  2 ,  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e

f o r c e d  t o  m a r c h  f i f t y - n i x  m i l e s  i n  t h i r t y - s i x  h o u r s  t o  e - o i d





an enemy f o r c e .
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The r e s t  o f  t h e  a r m y  h a d  b e e n  r o u t e d  i n  o

heavy  b a t t l e  a t  F r a n k l i n  a n d  h a d  b e e n  f o r c e d  b a c k  t o  N a s h v i l l e .

i o  a v o i d  c a p t u r e  D y r o n ' s  men  o u t  s c o u t i n g  w i t h  G e n c r e l  C o o p e r

_were f o r c e d  t o  f l e e  i n  r e p i d  m a r c h .  T h e y  mede i t  s a f e l y  b a c k

t o  N a s h v i l l e  b y  December  9 ,  h a v i n g  c o v e r e d  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  o v e r

230 r d l e s . 1 2 -  S t i l l ,  h a r d  w o r k  l a y  a h e a d .

I  am t i r e d  a n d  a l m o s t  w o r n  o u t  b u t
t h e r e  i s  n o  r e s t  f o r  m e .  I  m u s t  n o w
draw a  n e w  b a t t e r y  a n d  b e  r e a d y  f o r  t h e
f i e l d .  B e s i d e s  b e i m ;  C h i e f  o f  A r t i l l e r y
o f  t h e  D i v i s i c n  I  h a v e  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e
o f  t w o  o t h e r  b a t t e r i e s .  I  h a v e  n o w  o v e r
t h i r t y  o f f i c i a l  c o - a u n i c s t i o n s  t o  a n s w e r
and s t i l l  t h e y  c o r e -2..163-,

On December  1 5 ,  a  f i e r c e  b a t t l e  e n s u e d  w i t h  t h e  r e b e l

f o r c e s  w h i c h  h n d  moved  i n t o  p o s i t i o n s  o n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f

E a s h v i l l e . 1 6 4  A l t h o u g h  t h e  enemy  w e r e  f i n a l l y  d r i v e n  b a c k ,
2 ' 7

t h e r e  w a s  g y e s t  l o s s  o f  r : e n  a n d  c c u i p n e n t ,  w h i c h  w a s  h e e v 5 e r

on t h e  u n i o n  s i d e  b e c e u s e  t h e y  f o u g h t  i n  t h e  o p e n ,  c h a r g i n t  t h e

enemy's  e a r t h w o r ' A z .  T h i s  Was t h e  l a s t  b a t t l e  o f  18614, t h e

c r i s i s  y e a r ,  a n d  December  o f  1 8 6 4  s l i d  i n t o  J a n u a r y  a n d  F e b r u a r y

o f  1 e 6 5  w i t h o u t  m a r k e d  c h a n c e .  T h i s  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a  t i m e  o f

r e l i e f  f o r  B y r o n  e s  h i s  e n l i s t !  a n t  w e s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  e n d  o n

J a n u a r y  9 .  H o w e v e r ,  h e  h a d  n e t  t h e  C h i e f  M u s t e r i n g  O f f i c e r  o n

December 1 3 ,  a t  G e n e r a l  S c h o f i e l d ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a n d  w a s  i n -

fo rmed t h a t  h i e  t h r e e  y e e r  t e r m  i n  s e r v i c e  d a t e d  f r o m  h i s  c o m -
',

rm i s s i  i non 0 3  c a p t a . 1 6  )  " I f  t h a t  b e  t h e  c a s e  U n c l e  Sam c a n  h o l d

r e  t i l l  S e p t e b e r  1 ,  1 3 6 6 .  B u t  I  w i l l  n o t  s t a y  s o  l o n e .

en t o  r d  t o  a c t  o u t  i f  p o s s i b l e  i n  J u n e  n e x t 1 6 6 G o n e e e u e n t l y

\iv
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F o o t n o t e s  -  C h a p t e r  V

103.AL ' o r r e s p o n d a n c e ,  J u l y  2 3 ,  1 6 6 2 .

1014.He w a s  c o m m i s s i o n e d  c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  b a t t e r y  o n  D e c e r h e r  1 9 ,
1863.

10504k. .or respondance,  r e b r u a r y  7 ,  1 8 6 4 .

1 0 6 . I b i d .

1 0 7 . I b i d . ,  F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1 8 6 4 .

1 0 8 . 1 b i d .

1 0 9 - I b i d .

11 0 . S t A e l e ,  M a t t h e w  F . ,  A m e r i c a n  C a r m a i v n s ,  V o l . I .

111 .  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  F e b r u a r y  1 4 ,  1 6 6 4 .

11 2 . C a t t o n ,  B r u c e ,  r h i s  H a l l o w e d  G r o u n d ,  p . 2 2 3 .

113.  C o r r e s p o n d s : i c e ,  M a r c h  1 2 ,  1 8 6 4 1

1 1 4 . I b i d .

115.  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  ▶ ;arc, .  1 2 ,  1 8 6 4 .

116. I b i d .

11 7 . C o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  M a r c h  3 1 ,  1 8 6 4 .

11 8 . s e e a p p e n d i x .

119. C o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  A p r i l  5 ,  1 8 6 4 .

1 2 0 . I b i d .

121.
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  M a y  2 1 ,  1 8 6 4 .

1 2 2 . 1 b i d .

123. I b i d .

124. I t i d .





Footnotes -  C h o p t e r  V  ( c o n t . )

125. Correspondence, Ve y  2 1 ,  1 8 6 4 .

1 2 6 ' I b i d .

127.o.o, L i t . ,  C o t t o n ,  p . 4 3 4 .

128.L.orrespondence, M u  2 1 ,  1 8 6 4 .

129.Cat ton,  B r u c e ,  l e t t e r  -  1 0 / 2 2 / 6 8 .

1 3 0 ' W i l l i o r l s ,  K e n n e t h  P. ,  L i n c o l n  F i n d s  IL genera]_,

131—Paddock, z d n a  L i t t l e f i e l d  ( e d i t o r ) ,  I l e c o r d  o f  F i r s t  N i c h i , a n
L i r h t  A r t i l l e r y  i n  t h e  C i v i l  Wa r,  p . L .

132 'Ce t ton ,  B r u c e ,  l e t t e r  -  1 0 / 2 2 / 6 8 .

1 3 3 ' I b i d .

134'correnpondence,  Ma rch  2 2 ,  1 8 6 3 .

135 'S tee le ,  p . 5 3 7 .

136. Correspondence, J u n e  2 0 ,  1 0 6 4 .

1 3 7 . I b i d .

1 3 3 ' T b i d . ,  J u n e  2 5 ,  1 8 6 4 .

1 3 9 • I b i d . .

1 4 0 . I b i d . ,  June  2 0 ,  186,4.

1 4 1 . I b i d . ,  J u l y  9 ,  1 n 4 .

1 4 2 . I b i d .

1 4 3 ' I b i d . ,  J u l y 214, 1 8 6 4 .

1 4 4 " i ) i a r y " ,  J u l  2 2 ,  1864 .

145.1bL.I . ,  J u l y  2 3 ,  186/ ! .

146.1bid.





Footnotes -  C n a p t e r  V  ( c o n t .  p . 3 )

1 4 7 . i b i d . ,  e d i t o r ' s  n o t e .

,(-orrespondence July 9 ,  1364.

1 4 9 * I b i d . ,  Au7.1.1dt 1 0 ,  i 8 6 4 .

1 5 ° . I b i d .

151 'cor rcspondence,  A u g u s t  2 8 ,  1 8 6 4 .

152. see a n p e n d i x

153'Correspondence, September  1 ,  1 8 6 4 .

1.54.”Diarynt

155.ibid.
October 2 5 ,  1 8 6 4 .

1 5 6 ' I b i d

1 5 7 ' I b i d .

1r3.., •  L'orrespondence, O c t o b e r  1 3 ,  1 8 6 4 .
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C h a p t e r  V I

l a 6 5

The y e a r ,  1 8 6 5 ,  f o u n d  B y r o n  s t i l l  i n  N a s h v i l l e  a n d  s t i l l

unsu re  o f  h o w  m u c h  l a n E e r  h e  w o u l d  b e  a  s o l d i e r .  I t  w a s  a p p a r e n t

t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  make  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  p l a n n e d  J a n u a r y  9

m u s t e r i n g  o u t ,  e v e n  h o d  i t  b e e n  a l l o w e d .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  w a s

a l s o  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  S h e r m a n ' s  S o u t h e r n  c a m p a i g n  was n o t  c o m p l e t e ,
•

, q a r l d  M a j o r  G e n e r a l  S c h o f i e l d  t o l d  B y r o n  t h a t  w h e n  t h e y  w e n t  b a c k

n t o  b a t t l e  h e  w a n t e d  t h e  6 t h  M i c h i g a n  w i t h  h i m  1 6 7 ( ) ' ;

Many o f  t h ©  m e n  i n  t h e  b a t t e r y  w e r e  m u s t e r e d  o u t  a n d  r e -

p l a c e m e n t s  f o r  t h e s  m e n  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  e q u i p m e n t  h a d  t o  b e

a r r a n g e d  b e f o r e  t h e  b a t t e r y  c o u l d  s e f ;  s e r v i c e  a g a i n .  T h e r e  w a s

some c o n f u s i o n  r e ; a r t l i n z  t h i s  t r a n i c i t i e n  p e r i o d  a s  e n  o r d e r

had g o n e  o u t  c h - J n g i n g  many  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r i e s  t o  i n f a n t r y .

By ron  v a s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  a n d  e q p 2 r e n t l y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  h a v i n g  h i s

(r- 0 . i )  - 2 -  '=-•-•b a t t e r y  c e m p t e d  f r o m  t h i s  o r d e r .  168 - - -

There w a s  a  s h o r t a g e  o f  o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  b a t t e r y ,  a s  b o t h
:•

H o l b r o o k  a n d  A n d r e w s  h o d  succumLed  t o  u n i r r , e i ,  o n  t h e  b r a i n " . 1 6 9

Byron  h a d  t o  f i l l  s u c h  v a c a n c i e s  b y  m a k i n g  r e c o r ; m e n d a t i o n s  f o r

con7 . i s s i ons  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  G o v e r n o r  B l a i r  o f  n t c h i g a n .

On J a n u a r y  l c ) ,  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  b a t t e r y  w a s  c o m p l e t e d

and t h e y  w e r e  l o a d e d  o n  c a r s  a t  t h e  N o a h v i l l e  d e p o t  t o  d e p a r t

f o r  L o u i 1 7 0 L e a v i n g  L o u i s v i l l e  t h e y  t r a v e l e d
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57._ . /
4  b e  T.  a, WA C O / 6 1 . )  1 , J 0 : - L w e

by s t e p -  r e a c h i n g  W a s h i n g t o n  o n
-

F e b r u a r y  2 .  T h e y  r e m a i n e d  a t  Cseip S t o n c n a n  t h r o t e e h  t h e  e a r l y

?117

p a r t  o f  F e b r u a r y ,  t h e r e  r e c e i v i n g  f o u r  e : o n t h s  p a y  t h r o u g h  D e c -

e n b e r ,  1 8 6 4 . 1 7 2 1 4 4 r o n  d r e w  a  c o m p l e t e  n e w  b a t t e r y  w i t h  h o r s e s  ,.)t

and e q u i p m e n t ,  a n d  b y  F e b r u a r y  l h ,  w a s  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  f i e l d  a g a i n : 1 7 3 '

He w a s  n o w  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l .  C o r p s  -  D e p o r t m e n t  o f

174NRr th  C a r o l i n a ,  1 s t  D i v i s i o n ,  3 r d  B r i g a d e ;  3 Q '  t e r m ,  p r o -

v i s i o n a l ,  w a s  l a t e r  d r o p p e d .

Back i n  C o l d w a t e r ,  H a t t i e  h a d  t o  c o n t e n t  h e r s e l f  w i t h  o c -

c a s i o n a l  w o r d  f r o m  B y r o n .  S i n c e  h e  h a d  n o  s e t  a d d r e s s ,  s h e

c o u l d  n o t  w r i t e  h i m  n e a i n  u n t i l  h e  j o i n e d  S h e r m a n ' s  f o r c e s  i n

March.  H o w e v e r ,  a s i d e  f r o m  m i s s i n g  h i m  a n d  w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  h i s

e y e s ,  h e r  home l i f e  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  become a  b i t  h a p p i e r .  S h c

w r o t e  i n  J a n u a r y  t h a t  h e r  a u n t  h a d  t o l d  v i s i t o r s  w h a t  a  w o n d e r f u l

boy h e  WO'S, a n d  e v e n  t h o u g h  s h e  h a d  b e e n  t e l l i n g  a  d i f f e r e n t

s t o r y  j u s t  P  s h o r t  w h i l e  o..70) t o  t h e  same p e o p l e ,  " .  .  .  q u e e r

as i t  seems  I  r a t h e r  I n c :  t h e  c h n n - e  f o r  t h e t  b e t t e r  s n d  w o n d e r

i f  i t  i s n ' t  e l l  a  d r e e n " . 1 7 5  e . . . . .  i---‹ .e...ge.,, e  J..,,,e;,-,e1. Lg_e__, ,?- V--•cL"

T r a v e l i n g  a l t e r n a t e l y  b y  s t e c m e r  a n d  r o i l  B y r o n  r e a c h e d
'<xi( e c e -  e  1e -

Newborn o n  F e b r u a r y  2 6 . 1 7 6  m a d  w e a t h e r  e n  r o u t e  i n j u r e d  a n d  k i l l e d

some o f  t h e  ho ree_s ,  e n d  t h e  men h c d  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  t h e  s e v e r e

c o l d . 1 7 7  A t  N e w b e r n  t h e  w . : a t h e r  w a s  w a r m  a n d  p l e a s a n t ,  a n d

Byron d e s c r i b e d  t h e  c i t y  e s 11
• • .  p r e t t y  b u t  u n h e a l t h y  .  .  .

here  a r e  c o l o n i e s  o f  N e e r o e s  a n d  w h e : e v e r  y o u  may  t u r n  a  h o s t

o f  N i g r e : r s  s t a n d s  e t e r i n e  y o u  i n  t h e  f a c e .  T h e .  s u r r o u n d i n g

c o u n t r y  i s  ) o w  a n d  s a n d . :  s o l i  Ye l l o w  f e v e r  i s  a  p r e v e l l i n e ,

d i s e a s e " . ' "  D e e p i t e  c r i t i c i s m ,  t h e y  w e r e  a t  r i v e t  L - -
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i n a c t i v e  a n d  f o o d  w a s  p l e n t i f u l .

6 k i r m i s e i n z  b e - a n  o n  M a r c h  7 ,  e n d  l a s t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  n e x t

f e i  d a y s .  B y  M a r c h  1 0 ,  t h e  b a t t e r y  h a d  moved t o  B r i t i s h

Cross R o a d s ,  a n d  a  h e a v y  b a t t l e  w a s  f o u g h t .

Ye s t e r d a y  t h e  1 0 t h  a s  w e  w e r e  a b o u t  t o
ea t  o u r  d i n n e r  t h e  a l a r m  w a s  g i v e n  t h a t
t h e  e n e m y  w e r e  odvenc inse  i n  h e a v y  f o r c e
on o u r  l e f t  f l a n k  a n d  i n  a  f e w  m i n u t e s
t h e y  w e r e  o n  o u r  p i c k e t s  w h o  r e t r e a t e d
back t o  t h e  m a i n  l i n e .  I  g a v e  t h e  o r d e r
t o  h a r n e s s  a n d  i n  a  f e w  m i n u t e s  w e n t  d o w n
t h e  r o a d  o n  t h e  r u n  a n d  h a d  r o t  i n t o
b a t t e r y  i n  a n  o p e n  f i e l d  i n  f r o n t  o f
a h e a v i l y  t i m b e r e d  swamp w h e n  t h e  r e b e l s
came p o u r i n ;  o u t  i n t o  t h e  c l e a r i n g  l i l Te
a s w a r m  o f  b e e s  a n d  t h e n  a  f i e r c e  b a t t l e
ber.an l a s t i n g  f r o m  1 2  n o o n  t i l l  4 l - o ' c l o c k

The b a t t l e  w a s  f o u g h t  l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  o p e n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e

u n i o n  f o r c e s ,  a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  enemy  w a s  d r i v e n  b a c k ,  t h e r e

were s e v e r e  l o s s e s .  B y r o n ' s  b a t t e r y  l o s t  o n e  man  a n d  t h r e e

h o r s e s ,  w i t h  t w o  men  a n d  t h r e e  h o r d e s  w o u n d e d .  180

There w e r e  n o  f u r t h e r  e n g s e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  e n e m y  u n t i l
S •  r f a  p 4 i k . )

t h e  eb-a-t-t-e-r--y-r-e-ceived o r d e r s  t o  r e l i e v e  G e n e r a l  She rman  i n  t h e
. , • ; ; . 2  c e _ <  t " ,

v i c i n i t y  o f  G o l d s b o r o .  T h e y  d r o v d  t h e  R e b e l  C a v a l r y  b e f o r e

them a n d  w e r e  i n  h e r r i n g  o f  h e a v y  f i c ; h t i n r ;  : ' h e n  t h e y  w e r e  s u d d e n l y

o r d e r e d  t o  make c a m p .

Man p r o p o s e s  b u t  G e n l .  S e r m a n  d i s p o s e s
o f  t h i s  o r m y  a c c o r d i - g  t o  h i s  o w n  i d e a s
o f  m i l i t a r y  t a c t i c s .  ' i h e n  I  l o s t  w r o t e
you a t  G o l d s b o r o  we  e x p e c t e d  t o  h a v e
mnrched t h e  n e x t  d a y  t o  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f
Shermrr. ;  b u t  l o  s n d  b e h o l d  t h e  a r m y  h a l t e d
and t h r e w  u p  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  O n  t h e
second d a y  t h e r e a f t e r  ( t h i s  2 4 t h )  t h e
g e n e r a l  h i m s e l f  a n d  s t a f f  a r r i v e d  a n d
r e v i e w e d  o u r  c o r p s  a n d  o n  t h e  2 5 t h  t h e
who le  a r m y  c o r e  i n  a n d  w e n t  i n t o  comp . 1 "
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The b a t t e r y  s a w  n o  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n ,  a n d  o n  A p r i l

the  g l a d  n e w s  o f  t h e  f a l l  o f  H i c h r . o n d  e n d
4/7011W-A

nd-er o f  L c e . 1 8 2

C.,11Y 1

7 ,  r e c e i v e d

—
141e d i s p a t c h  w a s  r e c d  a n d  e n  o r d e r  i s s u e d  _ _ , , , , j  , o ,  LA-, ' ' l . . . .'
t h a t  a n y  man f o u n d  o n  t h e  s t r e e t s  a f t e r  _ , 3 „  r
h a l f  p a s t  f o u r  P. M .  s o b e r  w o u l d  b e  a r r e s t e d .
I  p r i d e  m y s e l f  o n  s t r i c t l y   o b e y i n g  o r d e r s
b u t  f a i l e d  t o  d o  s o  t h a t  t i m e  a l t h o u g h
most  e v e r y  p e r s o n  p r o m p t l y  o b e y e d  a n d  g o t /  /— ) ,i n t o x i c a t e d  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  L a s t
e v e n i n g  d r u n k e n  o f f i c e r s  o n  h o r s e b a c k  r  1  ,

( .  _were r i d i n g  i n t o  t h e  b a r r o o m  o f  t h e  ,  ,
Gas ton  H o t e l  t o  d r i n k  a n d  o u t  a g a i n  i n t o  J  k  AA,
t h e  s t r e e t s  m a k i n g  n i g h t  h i d e o u s  w i t h  ' 4 , c ,
t h e i r  o r g i e s .  I t  m a y  b e  a  p r o p e r  w a y  o f
c e l e b r a t i n g  g r e a t  e v e n t s  b u t  I  h a v e   my , x p ,  C., ,u% 1 ,-y:_,, ,  ,
d o u b t s  o f  i t . 1 8 3   - - )  2   . i i - -....A_I

W i t h  t h e  a p p a r e n t  e n d  t o  t h e  w a r ,  B y r o n  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  M a y

s e t t l i n g  h i s  a c c o u n t s  a n d  p r e p a r i n g  t o  m u s t e r  o u t .

Com:nun ica t iohs  w e r e ,  a s  u s u a l ,  p o o r ,  a n d  B y r o n  f o u n d

t h i s  h a n d i c a p  i n  p r e p a r i n g  t o  b e  r e a d y  t o  l e a v e  t h e  s e r v i c e

as s o o n  s a t h e  o p t l o r t u n i t y  a r o s e .  E v e n  a r m y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

were i r r e . 7 u l a r .  B o t h  H a t t i e  a n d  B y r o n  became i m p a t i e n t  w i t h

t h e  m o i l s ,  B y r o n  s a y i n g  n a i l  w a s  t h e  l e a s t  t h e  h a r d  w o r k i n g

s o l d i e r s  d e s e r v e d ,  a n d  H a t t i e  i m p a t i e n t  f o r  w o r d  o f  h i s  s a f e t y

and i m p e n d i n g  r e s i g n a t i o n .

Many s o l d i e r s  f r o m  C o l d w a t e r  w e r e  b e i n g  m u s t e r e d  o u t

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e a r l y  s p r i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  H a t t i e ' s  o l e r  b r o t h e r ,

B r a d l e y.  S h e  w a s  g l a d  e n e o u g h  t o  h a v e  B r a d l e y  h o m e ,  p a r t i c u l o r l y

as h e  w a s  i n  i l l  h e a l t h ,  a n d  s h e  w r o t e  o n  M a r c h  1 2 ,  o f  n u r s i n g

h im t h r o u g h  t h e  n i g h t  w h i l e  h e r  t h o u g h t s  s t r a y e d  " t o  m y  f a r  o f f

s o l d i e r  b o y  e n d  w o n d e r  i f  h o  i s  s i c  w h o  i s  s i t t i n g  w i t h  h i n t

t h i s  l o n g  n i = f h t " . 1 8 4

•-•





The l o n g  n i g h t  w a s  r A l e  c o n a i d e r s b l y  s h o r t e r  a n d  c h e c ; r i e r

by t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  a  f i r e  o n  t h e  m s  :n s t r e e t  o f  C o l d w a t e r .

The f i r e  w a s  o n  t h e  n : r t h  s i d e  o f  m a i n
s t r e e t  b e l o w  H a l e  &  C h a n d l e r s  a l l
t h e  h o l e s  a n d  b u i l d i n g s  t o  t h e  c o r n e r .
The o l d  B i l l i a r d  s a l o o n  a n d  1  d o n ' t
t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a  s i n g l e  r e ; : r e t  a m  s u r e

am l e d  o f  i t  a n d  w o ) l d n ' t  c o r e  i f  t h e
o t h e r  s l i o u l d  m e e t  w i t h  l i k e  f a t e .  W e
need a  f i r e  n o w  P n l  t h e n  t o  r i d  u s  o f
t h e s e  n u i s s n c e s . 1 b 5  ,

S i m : l s r  e x c i t i n g  e v e n t s  p l u s  t h e  m o v e  b a c k  i n t o  t o w n ,  worl,i.-ed

t o  make  1 8 6 5 ,  a  g e n e r a l l y  h a p p i e : -  y e a r  f o r  h a t t i e .  T h e r e

seemed t o  b e  a  c o - n o n  f e e l i n g  among t h o s e  a t  h o n e  t h a t  t h e  w a r

w o u l d  e n d  b e f o r e  t o o  l o n g ,  a n d  s h e  w a i t e d  s n x i o  s l y ,  e x p e c t i n g

By ron  t o  a r r i v e  a l m o s t  a n y  d a y .  F u r t h e r o r c  h e r  f a m i l y ' s  a t -

t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  B y r o n  h a d  d o n e  a  c o n p l e t e  a b o u t  f a c e ,  e n d  s h e

c o u l d  e l l o  h e r s e l f  t o  d a y d r e e n  o f  t h e i r  f u t u r e  t o g e t h e r .

Meanwh i l e  a  d r a f t  h a d  b e e n  h e l d  i n  t h e  C o l d w a t e r  a r e a

end " .  .  .  o u t  o f  t h i r t y  d r a f t e d  i t  i s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  o n l y

Aseven p a s s e u u  . la ( )  S o n e  o f  t h o s e  d r a f t e d  f u r n i s h e d  s u b s t i t u t e s ,

end s u c h  w a s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  J a y  C r i p p e n ,  a  n o t o r i o u s  c o u s i n  o f

H a t t i e ' s .  J a y ' s  f a t h e r  h a d  l e f t  h i m  s  f s r m  a n d  money  w h i c h  h e

had s q u a n d e r e d ,  m o s t l y  o n  d r i n k .  H i s  b r o t h e r ,  J a m e s ,  a  m o r e

sober  s o r t ,  h a d  a p p a r e n t l y  t r i e d  t o  e l p  J a y  r e t u r n  t o  t h e

s t r a i g h t  a n d  n a r r o w ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r o v i d i n l ;  h i m  w i t h  a  s u b s t i t u t e ,

b u t  a l l  o f  t h i s  w a s  g r e a t l y  r e s e n t e d .  H e  h a d  t h r e a t e n e d

who t h e n  t o o k  c s r e  t o n t a y s t  h o n e ,  b u t  J a y r p t  h o l d  o f  a  r e v o l v e r
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and came a f t e r  ja.--.os w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  k i l l i n ^  h i m .  J a y ' s

w i f e ,  E s t h e r ,  k n o w i n s  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  i n t e n t i o n  s e n t  so: . leone t o

warn J a m e s .  J a m e s  c a l l e d  i n  l a w  o f f i c e r s  w h o  a r r e s t e d

n o t  w i t h o u t  a  s t r u : J e .

S i n c e  h i s  f e t h e r ' s  d e s t h  h e  h a s  b e e n
worse t h a n  e v e r  e n d  h a s  l o s t  e v e r y  p a r -
t i c l e  o f  m a n l i n e s s  ( i f  h e  e v e r  h a d  a n y )

He h a s  s p e n t  o v e r  e l e v e n  h u n d r e d
t h i s  w i n t e r  a n d  h a s  h a r d l y  h a d  a  s o b e r
moment. I f  i t  w a s  a n y o n e  e l s e  I  s u p p o s e
i t  w o u l d  s o  v e r y  h a r d  w i t h  t h e m  a s  i t
i s  I  t h i n k  James  w i l l  b e  l e n i e n t  a s  h e
can b e  w i t h  s a f e t y  t o  h i : : s e l f .  T h e y
h a r d l y  k n e w  w h i c h  w o u l d  :se b e s t  t o  p u t
h im  i n  t h e  a r m y  o r  h a v e  h i s  s e n t  t o
Jackson  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s  o r  k e e p  h i m
i n  J a i l  f o r  a  w h i l e  s e e  i f  h e  w i l l
come t o  h i s  s e n s e s . 1

J a y b u t

On May 2 0 ,  t h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  b i g  f i r e  i n  C o l d w a t e r ,  t h i s  o n e

a t  t h e  p r i s o n .

L a s t  n i : h t  o u r  j a i l  w a s  b u r n e d  w i t h  t w o
homes o n e  b e l o n g i n :  t o  t o  c o u n t y  t h e  o t h e r
t o  f r .  P e t e r s o n .  I t  msde a  b r i t  n i c e  f i r e .
I t  i s  t h o u ' h t  i t  w a s  f i r e d  b y  o n e  o f  t h e
i m a e t e s  w h o  t h o u : h t  p r o b s b l y  t h e  p l a c e
needed p u r i f y i n g  e v e n  b y  f i r e .  W e  h a v e
l o s t  o n e  o f ' , 4 -he  m o s t  u s e l f u l  p u b l i c

Perhaps t h e  b u r n i n s  o f  t h e  C o l d w a t e r  p r i s o n  w a s  a  b r i s h t  omen t o

H a  ; t i e ,  w h o  h a d  r e c e i v e d ,  o n  t h e  same d a y ,  n e w s  o f  B : r o n ' s  r e s i g -

n a t i o n f r o m  t h e  a r m y ,

I  c a n ' t  r e a l i z e  a n y  t h i n : : ;  o f  i t ,  a l m o s t
b e l i e v e  i t  i s  e  d r c e : 1  f r o m  w h i c h  I  m u s t
waken s o o n  s n l  d a r e  n o t  e n j o y  o r  h o p e  t o
see y o u  s o o n  w i t h  t h e  p r o m  s e  t h a t  y o u
w i l l  e t a ; .  w h e n  I  o u - h t  t o  b e  s o  v a r y
g r a t e f u l  t o  C o d  I  f i n i  m y s e l f  d o n b t i n 7 ,
end w o n i e r i n E ;  n o t  e v e n  t o  ' r e l i e v e
t h a t  h e  c a n  h a - e  b e e n  s o  m : r c i f u l .  .  .  .  I
an w a t t i n ; ' :  1-1-)-/ t i l l  y o u  cory-J titerm t h e n
I  k n o w  I  s h - : 11  5 u r e l y  i - v : p y  t i l l  t hE tn
lif17,p1nr:;3 c  ,p i s  s o  n e © r  e n d
y e t  s o  f a r . 11 ) 9





Footnotes -  C h o p t c r  V I

163. " D i a r y „ ,  : :ovenber  3 ,  1 8 6 4 .

169° 'o r respondence,  J a n u a r y  1 2 ,  1 3 6 5 .

1 7 3 • I b i d . :

D ia r y  ,  J a n u a r y  1 9 ,  1 5 6 5 .

1 7 2 . I b i d . , February 2 ,  1 8 6 5 .

173.12A1. , F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1 8 6 5 .

1 7 " I b i d .

175.Dyer,  F r e I e r i c k  H.,Ccw..pendium of   the War o f  t h e  R e b c i l i o n t  p . 3 5 8 .

176 " ;or respondence,  J a n u a r y  1 4 ,  1 8 6 5 .

, F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  1 0 6 5 .

1 7 8 ' i b i d . ,  F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1 8 6 5 .  v s '

1 7 9 ' I b i d . ,  F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  1 6 6 5 .

150. Correszondence, N a r c h  11 ,  1 3 6 5 .

1 3 1 .  I b i s .

l i 2 . I p i d .

183."1,1cry" ,

1514

A p r i l  7 ,  1 6 5 .

"orr,3scand,:'nce, A p r i l  1 3 ,  1 8 6 5 .

‘,165' , o r respon ience ,  > a r c h  1 2 ,  1 8 6 5 .

1 8 6 . I b i d .

157.correspondence, a r c h  2 J ,  1865 .

1 8 9 . I b i d . ,  " :ay  2 0 ,  1865 .





E p i l o g u e

Byron  Dens.T:ore P a d d o c k  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  d i s c h a r g e d  o n

A p r i l  6 ,  1.7365, H o w e v e r  s i n c e  h e  w a s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  e t  t h e  t i m e

and c o n n u n i c a t i o n s  b e i n g  p o o r  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  w o r d  o f  h i s

d i s c h a r Te  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  A p r i l .  H e  t h e n  l e f t  t h e  n r m y  a n d

went  t o  W r. s ' l i n g t o n ,  D . C .  t o  h a v e  h i s  e y e s  t r e a t e d .  U p o n  r e -

t u r n i n g  t o  C o l d w a t e r  h e  a n d  H a t t i e  s e t  t h e i r  w e d d i n g  d a t e  a s

somet ime i n  e a r l y  D e c e m b e r.  F o r  some r e a s o n  w h i c h  h a s  s i n c e

been l o s t ,  h e  w a s  c a l l e d  a w a y  f r o m  C o l d w a t e r  l e a v i n g  H a t t i e

i n  a  r a t h e r  a w k w a r d  p o s i t i o n .

J u s t  home f r o m  c h u r c h  w h e r e  I  h a v e  b e e n
s t a r e d  a t  s y m p a t h i z e d  w i t h  a n d  l a u 7 h e d  a t
and ; 7 e n c r a l l y  h o n e y e d  a l l  f o r  y o u r  s e e m i n g
d e s e r t i o n .  S o m e  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e
re  joie,., o t h e r s  a r e  s o r r y  w h i l e  a s  m a n y
d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s  f o r  y o , : r  a b s e n c e  a r 3
a s s i g n e d  a s  t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e .  A  f e w
have t h e  c o r r e c t  o n e ,  s o m e  a r e  s u r e  t h a t
we h a v e  q u a r r e l e d ,  o t h e r s  a r e  0 3  c e r t a i n
t h a t  y o u  h a d  n e v e r  i n t e n d e d  a n y t h i n g
s e r i o u s  a n d  t h e y  h a d  a l w a y s  k n o w n  i t .
I t  w a s  o n l y  d o n e  t o  p l a y  o f f  o n  me i n  r e -
t u r n  f o r  s o m e t . i n : -  I  h a d  d o n e  t o  some f a r
o f f  somebody  t h a t  n o b o d y  k n o w s  o r  c a r e s  f o r .
I t  w o u l d  b e  u s e l e s s  t o  t r y  t o  s e t  t h e m
r i g h t .  I t  i s  o f  c o u r s e  embar rass ing l vubu t
I  t r y  t o  mare -: t h e  b e s t  o f  i t .  .  .  .

The wedd in i : . ,  d e s p i t e  m a n y  o b s t a c l e s ,  o c c u r r e d  o n  December  1 0 ,

186:7, a n d  p r o d u c e d  o n e  o f  t h e  h a p p i e s t  a n d  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l
440u n i o n s  k n o w n  t o  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  man .
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n y r o n  F a i d o c k  w o u l d  b e  a n  o u t c a s t  i f  n e  l i v e d  t o d a y . *

S t a u n c h l y  p a t r i o t i c ,  s t r o n 1 y  r e l i g i o u s ,  a n d  f r i g h t e n i n c a y

o u t s p o k e n ,  h e  j u i e e d  e v e r y t h i n g  e n d  e v e r y b o d y  i n  t e r m s  o f  a b -

s o l u t e  m o r a l  r i g h t s  a n d  w r o n g s .  H i s  c h - - r e c t e r  a n d  h i s  w e y  o f

l i f e  w e r e  b a s e d  o n  a b s t r a c t ,  o u t m o d e d  c o n c e p t s  l i k e  d u t y ,  h o n o r ,

t r u t h ,  a n d ,  m o s t  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  h a r d  w o r k  D o u b t l e s s l y  i t  w a s

these  v e r y  q u a l i t i e s  w h i c h  e n a b l e d  h i m  t o  s u r v i v e  s o  h a n d i l y  i n

the  t i m e  i n  w h i c h  h e  l i v e d ;  e n a b l e d  h i m  t o  l i v e  l i f e  i n  i t s

d a r k e s t  h o r s - a n d  come o u t  u n s c a t h e d .  H e  s a w  a l l  t h e  h o r r o r s

o f  w a r ,  e v e n  e x p e r i e n c e d  some o f  t h e m ,  a n d  y e t  h e  d i d  n o t  l e t

these  t e m p o r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e s  c h a n g e  o r  w a r p  h i m .  H e  s e n s e s

s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h i s  i n  h i m s e l f  w h e n  h e  t a l k s  o f  a  c o m r a d e  w h o

coL :m i t ted  s u i c i d e  a f t e r  t h e  b a t t l e  a t  R i c h m o n d ,  K e n t u e 4 y .

I

Poor b o y  h e  m u s t  h a v e  e i t h e r  b e e n  v e r y
s i c : :  o f  c  s o l d i e r ' s  l i f e  o r  d e r a n g e d .  .  .
i f  i t  h a s  t h a t  e f f e c t  I  ; T e s t l y  f e a r  f o r
the  r e a s o n  o f  h a l f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h a t
b a t t l e .  .  .  D o n ' t  y o u  f e a r  t h e t  I  s h e l l
become d e r a n 7 e d  f r o m  t h e  same ceuse.1.3-1

By ron  p o s s e s s e d  a  s t r e n : , t h  o f  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  i e t s r ; : l i n a t i o n

t h a t  w e r e  i n d e e d  u r A g l i e .  A f t e r  t h e  b a : : l e  o f  g i c h e o n c l ,  i n  w h i c h

t h e  N o r t h  ' : a s  ra th . . - ; r  s e v e r e l y  b e a t e n ,  h e  r e m a r k e d  s i m p l y ,  " .

have s e e n  s o  ne h a r d  t i -  es e n d  h a v e  b e e n  i n  o n e  p r e t t y  r o u : h

b a t t l e  a n d  r o t  b a d l y  w h i p p e d  t o o  b u t  a m  r e a d y  t o  t r y  t h e m  a g a i n " .  1 9 2

•

T h i s  ,_,r a t  r e s i l e n c y  s e e r s  t o  h s v o  b e e n  a  p a r t  o f  h i s  r i a k e - u p

t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e .  I t  h a d  b e e n  w i t h  h i m  when o n l y  1 7  h e  s e t

o u t  a l l  a l o n e  f r o z e  P e n f i e l d ,  N s w  Yo r k ,  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a ,  I t  was

w i t h  h i m  t h r o w - p o u t  t h e  w e r  w h e n  h e  r o s e  f r o m  4 u a r t . : r m a s t e r

•
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S c r 7 e n n t  t o  C a p t a i n ,  a n d  t h : a  s?!ne r e s i l i e n c y  w a s  s t i l l  w i t h

h im i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  w h e n  h e  w o n  a  w i f e  w h o s e  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s

were d e a d s e t  9 7 , s i n s t  h i m .  P u t ,  m o s t  o f  o l l ,  i t  w a s  w h a t  c a r r i e d

him t h r o u 7 h t h e  o - o n y  a n d  e x h a u s t i o n  o f  w a r  w h e n  l e s s e r  m e n

b o u g h t  s u b s t i t u t e s  o r  f a k e d  o n  i l l n e s s .

By ron  P a d d o c k ,  a  m a n  w i t h  l i t t l e  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t

much common s e n s e  a n d  p r a c t i c a l i t y ,  b e l o n g e d  t o  a n  e a r l i e r

a:,;e; a n  a g e  w h e r e  l i f e  a n d  l i v i n g  d e p e n d e d  o n  human l i f e ,  a n d

l i v i n g  d e p e n d e d  o n  human t a l e n t s  a n d  human  i n g e n u i t y ,  r a t h e r

t h a n  o n  t h e  f l i c k  o f  a  s w i t c h  o r  t h e  t u r n i n g  o f  a  d i a l .  H e

s p e n t  h i s  l a s t  y e a r s  w i t h  h i s  o l d e s t  d e u T h t e r ' s  f a m i l y ,  m y

m o t h e r ' s  m o t h e r ,  i n  R u t h e r f o r d ,  N e w  J e r s e y ,  a n d  m y  m o t h e r

remembers h:.7.  a s  a n  a r t h r i t i c  o l d  n o n  w h o s e  f a v o r i t e  p a s t t i n e

was p l a y i n g  o l d  c i v i l  w a r  s o n F s  o n  a  phono7 , roph  w h i l e  t h u m p i n g

o u t  t h e  r h y t h m  w i t h  h i s  h a r d w o o d  c a n e : *
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The following 1-; \tracts from Regulations and General Orders, relative to  Leaves o f  :11,sences, will be
strict!). observed :

• W I m i i  r0.t •-thei trio- - : i f -  1. I C I ,  • o f  absent°  .111 corumzoce the Joy an I t  re l iere i l  f t • t o  . l u t )  n t  h i s  Imo,. ef l iq r • -c• i i  iug the i i i . ler  t i n ;  h i m  I ,  t r. -

"  A t  e  • Mention • i f  h i .  I.- tee. Ow m u t t  repor t  i n  person i r is ' .  h i t  command, noel no! At t he  'Afire f r o m  osl i i ih h is  teat c

• ! ,  • i-el- 0r I .  p  t i  v io l !  • n  s i t t i m a t  j i , r i n i • • • i  on of  t l - e . 5 - , r 0 t t r y  o f  Ivo . .  • L i • l i  m u t t  be 0,10.1 In the o r d . ,  gr o f  slut •nre.

I f  en o!fl - r  l ie met able to  t r t • 0 I  s t  t h e  esp l ra t ion  of  I , i .  •:• k  t • e .  I.. m u s t  r • p  ort A l . .e l i l reos to the coniliono•fre of h i .  iso•t r e z t m e n  e . . . 1 . . .  t o  rm .
.1 I jo•mir G n  f a  i f  i t ,  A r a l ,  .  a l p ! ,  h i .  111r.! r rp  I t  .1 . . t .  I L .  dny •  hen b i t  heive - - i c •  ' , s e w n  ••• 1. T h e t a  r.porta :  1.•11..1 ' f r y  • 1 1 1 : • ,  .0,1

r r i • t  0 • • • • • r a : •  .00 •1 to, 0 . 0  f t e  Amoy. 111 i n  the 1.41.1111 t u r n ,  ron-l.bstirt..: th  I I  110 A L , '  .4 not able 1- I f  1 1 . ,  I f-
no sem; I  I . .  . -  i n  the  ph-. . 1 : - • • • •  the  0ff: ter rc• I  let. the • err i l ic , 'o of  a  p h " ,  Li in, the  t r o th  o f  wh i ch  m o i l  he PM I I  (Ora  111.1,..Orroll... 1...) h e
. . A u n t .  J. E i , , , , t i o n r  . f  le is , /  a r t  nof  i n  Ar,/....•

sts b a r e .  or t r y  and  t ie-  l ime  o f  I he l r  b note. • 0 1  mot o l l •  teed to  l o a n  pay u n t i l  it r•- i i r i  0 r  ,•-ni i i i ier lon, • J I  Li t i e r e d  on
th-ir  r • i i i rn I, .  11.01e, 1.,••1 01. con.,, ,n I, .11,111.10,,rn,In• telie!Ler there a l l  v i01; i •nl  <1,1,0 r r  110 If s turocr.  T h e )  •  III aceur.fini:1) pent1.1, 0 1 1 ) ,  a  N D

ri • f  n l I u n e  s n l  ..rune o f  t i e  1 . 1  Lb. pr-unr r e o v i r •  4 by  c i t e d : . ;  o r &  rm nn I ergot  o leo. .

A n d  f -  i f  f • • • 11 , ,  T h a t  any •-fro-er • t w i s t  fr-am ' h e y  w i d ,  I r n r r ,  t a r.  11 fo r  • :c l incrs. .0 W.1111,1r, sha l l ,  dur ing  I d s  r e , e i v e  h n l f  0 f  t h e  pay  an . '
al lotmio•e, b y  i nn ,  au-I no  no .r•-. and  any e l f  - ' .r sh•ent  teit l•  •ut l e a . .  shal l .  In mbl i t Ion t o  Ow porialt les pre•cii le.,1 by t a r  o r  cou r t •mar t l e l ,  forf i - i t  a l l  r o e
and ei l lot ion•-•  du r ing  such •Leonc. . . "

f l y  C o m . . b r i n d  M u o j o r  G e n e r a l  S e l s o f i t • l i r l

•
Adistant Adjutant 6,?..?al.
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B i b l i o r a p h y

C a t t o n ,  = r u s e .  T h i s  H a l l o w e d  ' r o u n d ,  N e w  Yo r k :  D o u b l e d a y  &
Co . ,  19 :=5 .

Congdon, D o n ,  e d i t o r .  C o m b a t :   t h e  C i v i l  W o r .  N e w  Y o r k :  D e l -
e c o r t e  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 7 .

S t e e l e ,  M a t t h e w  l ' ' o r n e y.  4 - m e r i c a n  Ca:Tipair7ns. ' o i s .  I  &  I I .
Wa s h i n g t o n :  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  i n f a n t r y  , % s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 9 3 9 .

W i l l i a m s ,
New Y o r k :

Yo s e l o f f ,
New Y o r k :

Kenne th  P.  L i n c o l n  r i n d s  a  u e n e r o l .  V o l s .  I I I  &  I V .
The M a c M i l l a n  C o . ,  1 9 5 2 .

Thomas. T h e  Camoaig,na  o f  t h e  C i v i l  W a r .  V o l s .  V  &  V I I I .
A .S ,  B a r n e s  &  C o . ,  I  c . ,  1 9 6 3 .

Fowen, B e r t h a  B r u n e r .  " T h e  H e n r y  P a : i d o c k  House  n e a r  P e n f i e l d
C e n t e r ,  N e w  Y R r l : " .

Paddock,  r - d n a  L i t t l e f i e l d ,  e d i t o r .  " C r i p p e n  G e n e a l o : y " .

P a i d o e k ,  E d n a  L i t t l e f i e l d  f .  L e e ,  F r e d e r i c  P a i d o c k ,  e d i t o r s .
" D i a r y  o f  C a p t a i n  h y r o n  Densmore  P a d d o c k " .

P a i d o c k ,  E d n a  L i t t l e f i e l d ,  e d i t o r .  " : 4 a y f l o w e r  D e s c e n t  o f  J a n e t
Pa ]dock  Z i m m e r r . n n . "  S o c i e t y  o f  M a y f l o w e r  D e s c e n d a n t s .  N e w
Yo r k  S t a t e  N o .  2 0 7 0 .  N a t i o - a l  N o .  117114 .

Pai7 lock,  E d n a  L i t t l e f i e l d ,  e d 6 t o r . "Paddock  G e n e a l o g y  .

W i n i a r s k i ,  H a r r i e t  L .  &  H .  L e e ,  e d i t o r s .  " C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n
Miss  H a t t i e  C r i p p e n  &  b y r o n  Densmore  P e d d o 4 " .
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