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The original hand-written letters by David Joshua Easton have
been in the library at Coldwater since they were sent by Thelma
Friedrich Easton in 1979, however they were not available on
the open shelves because of their value. S o  that they could be
read by those interested in the Civil War, Thelma Easton's
transcribed pages have been copied arid bound in This book.

At the back of the book a few pages telling of the lite of David
Easton have been included. H e  was the son of Slocum Easton
who died in October 1864.

Charles L. Woodward
Heritage Room Volunteer
January, 1994
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111 B e a c h  D r i v e
Pass C h r i s t i a n ,  M S  3 9 5 7 1
A p r i l  1 1 ,  1 9 7 9

Ms P h y l l i s  R o s e n b e r g ,  D i r e c t o r
B r a n c h  C o u n t y  L i b r a r y
10 E .  C h i c a g o  S t r e e t
C o l d w a t e r ,  M i c h i g a n  4 9 0 3 6

Dea r  his R o s e n b e r g :

A lma H i l d e b r a n d  w a s  h e r  u s u a l  e f f i c i e n t ,  h e l p f u l ,  k i n d l y  p e r s o n  i n
c o n t a c t i n g  y o u  p r o m p t l y  a b o u t  t h e  l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  b y  D a v i d  J o s h u a
E a s t o n  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  W a r .  b l y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I  a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t h a t
you f e e l  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  B r a n c h
C o u n t y.
Dav id  J o s h u a  E a s t o n  w a s  m y  h u s b a n d ' s  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  h i s  s o n ,  G l e n n  S t o w e
E a s t o n ,  m y  f a t h e r - i n - l a w .  G l e n n  a n d  h i s  w i f e  L u c i l e  H e s s  E a s t o n  g a v e
t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  P a u l  a n d  m e  t o  p a s s  o n  t o  o u r  s o n  a n d  d a u g h t e r .
D u r i n g  t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  o f  H u r r i c a n e  C a m i l l e ,  A u g u s t  1 7 ,  1 9 6 9 ,  t h e
l e t t e r s  w e r e  d a m a g e d ,  f o r t u n a t e l y  n o t  t o o  s e r i o u s l y .  M o s t  o f  t h e
stamps- o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  p h i l a t e l i s t s - came  l o o s e  f r o m  t h e  e n v e l o p e s  a n d
were l o s t .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  h u r r i c a n e s  t o  u s ,  w e  a s k e d  p e r -
m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  S e n i o r  E a s t o n s  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  b r a n c h
Coun ty  L i b r a r y  h a v i n g  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  P h y l l i s  l i o l b r o o t  Room a n d  t h e
i n t e r e s t  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  B r a n c h  C o u n t y  p e o p l e .  P e r m i s s i o n  w a s
r e a d i l y  g r a n t e d  b e f o r e  t h e i r  d e a t h s .
We h a v e  o n t r e q u e s t .  T h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t h r e e  g r e a t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  o f  D a v i d
Joshua E a s t o n .  B r u c e  E a s t o n  F o w l e r ,  t h e  s o n  o f  J a n e  S t o w e  E a s t o n
F o w l e r ,  m y  h u s b a n d ' s  s i s t e r .  F r i e d r i c h  S t o w e  E a s t o n  a n d  J i l l  J o h a n n a
E a s t o n  o u r  c h i l d r e n .  S h o u l d  a n y  o f  t h e s e  g r e a t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  w i s h  t o
p e r u s e  t h e s e  l e t t e r s ,  w e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r  h a v i n g  b a r r o w i n g
r i g h t s  w i t h  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e y  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  i n  t h e
same c o n d i t i o n  a s  w h e n  b a r r o w e d .
There w i l l  b e  a  s h o r t  b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h  o f  D a v i d  J o s h u a  E a s t o n  a s
w e l l  a s  h i s  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  r e c o r d .  W e  h a d  a  p i c t u r e  o f  h i m  w h e n  i n
t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  b u t  t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  l o s t  i n  t h e  s t o r m .
I  a m  v e r y  w o r r y  I  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  s e n d  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  i m m e d i a t e l y .
I  a m  l e a v i n g  A p r i l  1 3 t h  f o r  E g y p t  a n d  t h e  G r e e k  I s l e s .  I  s h a l l  a t t e n d
t o  i t  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  m y  r e t u r n .
A l s o  m y  a p o l o g i e s  f o r  t h e  t y p i n g ,  I  a m  n o  e x p e r t .  I f  y o u  r e m e m b e r
C a r r i e  K e m p s t e r , o r  h a v e  e v e r  h e a r d  o f  h e r ,  y o u  w o u l d  k n o w  s h e  w a s  a n
e x c e l l e n t  c o m m e r c i a l  t e a c h e r  o f  G o l d w a t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o .
She w o u l d  n o t  b e  p r o u d  o f  my t y p i n g .
Thank y o u  f o r  y o u  i n t e r e s t .
C o r d i a l l y , '

t  r e '
Thelma F r i e d r i c h  L a - ; t o n





D a v i d  J o s h u a  E a s t o n ,  b o r n  J u n e  5 ,  1 9 4 2 .

A t  a g e  2 0 ,  h e  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  y o u n g  m e n  f r o m  C o l d w a t e r ,  M i c h -
i g a n  f o r m e d  a  g r o u p  t o  " f i g h t - f o r - t h e - r i g h t " .  T h e y  s u p p l i e d
a l l  t h e i r  o w n  e q u i p m e n t ;  g u n s ,  u n i f o r m ,  s h o e s  e t c .  D a v i d  w a s

commiss ioned  1 s t  L i e u t e n a n t ,  Company  E ,  1 9 t h  M i c h i g a n  I n f a n -
t r y  V o l u n t e e r s .  L a t e r  c o m m i s s i o n e d  C a p t a i n  a n d  M a j o r .  H e
was m u s t e r e d  i n  a t  D o w a g i a c ,  M i c h i g a n  a n d  n e r v e d  n e a r l y  f i v e
y e a r s .

He m a r r i e d  i ) e l l a  S t o w e  s o m e t i m e  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 t i e s .  S e v e n
c h i l d r e n  w e r e  b o r n  t o  t h i s  u n i o n .

D . J .  E a s t o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  " C o l d w a t e r  R e p u b l i -
c a n " .  L a t e r  t h e  " S t u r g i s  J o u r n a l " .  T h e n c e  l a t e r  t o  U n i o n
C i t y  a n d  f o r  2 9  y e a r s  p u a b l i s h e d  t h e  " U n i o n  C i t y  R e g i s t e r " .

He s e r v e d  m a n y  t e r m s  a s  v i l l a g e  p r e s i d e n t ,  f o u r  t e r m s  a s
po : : t r nas te r  a l s o  o n e  t e r m  i n  t h e  L e g i r ; l a t u r e .

He d i e d  A u g u s t  1 7 ,  1 9 0 1  a t  U n i o n  C i t y ,  l q i c h i g a n .





DAVID JOSHUA E A S T O N - - - B o r n  J u n e  5 ,  1 9 4 2 D i e d  A u g u s t  1 7 ,  1 9 0 1
a t  U n i o n  C i t y ,  M i c h i g a n

Res idences  C o l d w a t e r ,  B r a n c h  C o u n t y  a n d  S t u r g i s ,  S t .  J o s e p h  C o u n t y ,  M i c h

A u g u s t  8 ,  1 8 6 2  C o m m i s s i o n e d ,  1 s t  L i e u t e n a n t ,  C o .  E ,  1 9 t h  M i c h i g a n
I n f a n t r y  V o l u n t e e r s

Sep tember  5 ,  1 8 6 2  M u s t e r e d - I n  U . S .  S e r v i c e ,  a t  D o w a g i a c ,  M i c h i g a n

F e b r u a r y  1 8 6 3  T a k e n  p r i s o n e r  o f  w a r  n e a r  F r a n k l i n ,  T e n n .  a t
B r e n t w o o d ,  Te n n .  P r i s o n e r  n e a r l y  t w o  m o n t h s
when e x c h a n g e d .  W a s  i n  L i b b y  P r i s o n ,  R i c h m o n d  V a .

March 5 ,  1 8 6 3  W o u n d e d  a t  T h o m p s o n  S t a t i o n ,  Te n n .

March 5 ,  1 8 6 3  M u s t e r - O u t  R o l l

J a n u a r y  1 8 6 4  A b s e n t  s i c k

F e b r u a r y  1 8 6 4  A b s e n t  S i c k

May 2 ,  1 8 6 4  C o m m i s s i o n e d  C a p t a i n ,  C o .  G ,  1 9 t h  M i c h .  I n f a n t r y  V o l .

May 2 5 ,  1 8 6 4  W o u n d e d  s l i g h t l y  a t  A l l a t o o n a ,  G a .

May 1 8 6 4  P r o v o s t  M a r s h a l l  S e c o n d  B r i g a d e  3 r d  D i v i s i o n  2 0 t h
Army C o r p .

June 3 0 ,  1 8 6 4  M u s t e r e d - I n  U . S .  S e r v i c e  o f  O f f i c e r s  b y  V i c e  B i g e l o w
( C a p t a i n  o f  C o .  G . ,  C h a r l e s  B i g e l o w )

J u l y  1 ,  1 8 6 4  R e p o r t e d  a s  C a p t a i n ,  C o .  G

Sep tember  1 8 6 4  C o m m a n d i n g  R e g i m e n t  s i n c e  S e p t e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 8 6 4

O c t o b e r  1 8 6 4  P r e s e n t

November 1 8 6 4  A i d e - d e -Camp o f  B r i g a d e  s i n c e  N o v e m b e r  1 5 ,  1 8 6 4  t o
May 1 8 6 5

June 1 0 ,  1 8 6 5  M u s t e r - O u t  n e a r  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .

June 1 5 ,  1 8 6 5  C o m m i s s i o n e d  M a j o r





To Emma J .  Easton ,  p r o b a b l y  v i s i t i n g  i n  New C a s t l e ,  N . Y.

Coldwater,  M i c h .
Feb. 1 3 ,  ( P r o b a b l y  1861 ,  perhaps e a r l i
/A444,i ,e4-0(.7r*,

Dear S i s t e r s

I  t h i n k  i t  was o n l y  a  week ago l a s t  Sunday t h a t  I  wro te  t o  you;  b u t
not wishing t o  a t t e n d  church t h i s  evening  I  t h o u g h t  " t h i n k s  I  t o  m y s e l f , "
I ' l l  w r i t e  t o  Emma and s o  you s e e  I  am a t  i t  a l though  t h e r e  has  no th ing
transpired i n  t h i s  p l a c e  t h a t  w i l l  i n t e r e s t  you v e r y  much.

I  am having j u s t  t h e  b e s t  t i m e  t h i s  w i n t e r  t h a t  can  be  imagined;
don' t  have t o  work v e r y  hard , - - n o t  a  b i t  o f  i t .  W a s  I  e v e r  known t o
work v e r y  hard t h a t  you know o f?

Uncle C a l v i n  and Harvey were o u t  h e r e  a  s h o r t  t i m e  ago- - l a s t  Sunday
I  t h i n k  a  week ago.  I  have n o t  seen Harvey f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  b e f o r e  and
Mary says h e  i s  a  g r e a t  awkward count ry  g r u n y - - t h a t  she w o u l d n ' t  r e c o g -
nize him i n  t h e  s t r e e t  a s  a  cousin  o f  h e r s .  N o w ,  I  do  n o t  presume t o
uphold h e r  i n  what she says a t  a l l .  T h a t  he i s  v e r y  "verdant"  I  w i l l
not deny; b u t  w i t h  a l l  h i s  grunniness h e  has some good q u a l i t i e s .  T h e y
say t h a t  he  i s  t h e  Beau i d e a l  o f  Miss Sarah C l a r k .  B e s i d e s  b e i n g  t h e
ga l l an t  o f  Miss C l a r k  h e  a l s o  a t t e n d s  schoo l .  F o r  my p a r t  I  d o  n o t  see
how he can  a t tend  t o  two such v e r y  impor tan t  t h i n g s  a t  t h e  same t i m e .
I  admire h e r  t a s t e  b u t  "darn"  h e r  judgement. ( P l e a s e  d o n ' t  read  t h a t
quoted word) .

We had q u i t e  a  f i r e  h e r e  on  F r i d a y  morning l a s t  which r e s u l t e d  i n
the d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  M r.  James Smai ls  c l o t h i n g  s t o r e ,  P a r l e y  Bur ton 's
grocery, Cook & Gibbs meat market.and D .  Bovees g r o c e r y.  T h e  c o r n e r
looks deso la te  enough now I  c a n  assure you.  T h e  f i r e  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  a
b i l l i a r d  sa loon o v e r  Mr.  Sma i ls  s t o r e .  T h o s e  g i r l s  t h a t  occupy one o f
the rooms i n  our  house have been working f o r  M r.  S m a i l s ,  and  a s  h e
thinks he  s h a l l  n o t  have a  "back shop" i n  connect ion w i t h  h i s  n e x t
clothing s t o r e ,  t h e y  a r e  thrown o u t  o f  employment a l t h o u g h  I  b e l i e v e
one o f  them in tends  t o  work f o r  Mr.  Wood, I  cannot  vouch f o r t h e  l a t t e r
par t  o f  t h i s ,  however,  a s  I  h a r d l y  e v e r  see them.

You were acquainted w i t h  M r.  P i e r c e  were you not?  H e  i s  dead.  H e
has been very  f e e b l e  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  b u t  had been a b l e  t o  be  around t o
his business.  I  t h i n k  he  was d r i v i n g  h i s  own horse t h e  day  previous
to h i s  death  which occured o n  Saturday l a s t .

I t  i s  repor ted  t h a t  E s t e r  Mary Smith was marr ied  l a s t  Sunday, a l -
though I  do  n o t  know how t r u e  i t  i s .

This sheet  i s  f u l l  and I  am done.

D.J. Easton

Burn t h i s  a s  soon as  you read i t  a s  I  am ashamed o f  i t  and w i l l  have
to excuse mysel f  on t h e  ground o f  i n d i s p o s i t i o n .

Please do n o t  discommode y o u r s e l f  i n  t h e  l e a s t  t o  w r i t e .  D o n e .
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S t u r g i s  N o v .  1 0 ,  1 8 6 1

Dear  S i s t e r s
Not b e i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  engaged  t o - d a y ,  a n d  h a v i n g  n o t h i n g  o f  a n y

g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  d o ,  t h i n k s  I  t o  m y s e l f ,  t h i n k s  I ,  t o  d r i v e  d u l l
c a r e  a w a y  I ' l l  w r i t e  a n  a n s w e r  t o  s i s t e r  Emma's l e t t e r ,  w h i c h  w a s  r e -
ce ived  l a s t  n i g h t .

Cold a n d  c h i l l y  b l o w s  t h e  w i n d  i n t o  my o p e n  window a s  I  s i t  w r i t -
i n g  benumbing my f i n g e r s ,  a n d  t h r o w i n g  d e l i g h t f u l  a n d  p l e a s a n t  f e e l i n g s
over  my p e r s o n ,  a n d  c a u s i n g  t h a t  b e a u t i f y i n g  s e n s a t i o n  t o  c r e e p  o v e r
the f r a m e  n o t  e a s i l y  d e s c r i b e d ;  b u t  w o n d e r f u l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  w h e n  a  p e r -
sonal  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  h a d .

There i s  n o t h i n g  i n  n a t u r e  t h a t  i s  s o  w e l l  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  e x c i t e
the m o r b i d  f a n c y  o f  man,  a n d  i n s p i r e  h i m  w i t h  s o u l - s t i r r i n g  a n d  h e a v e n -
l y  t h o u g h t s ;  n o t h i n g  t h a t  i s  s o  w e l l  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  m i n d  a n d
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  b o d y,  a n d  n o t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  g i v e  o n e  a  b e t t e r  o p i n i o n  o f
one 's  s e l f ,  t h a n  t o  w r i t e  t o u c h y  a n d  p a t h e t i c  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  g i r l s
f r a u g h t  w i t h  t h e  l o f t i e s t  a n d  h o l i e s t  e x p r e s s i o n s  t h a t  e v e r  e n t e r e d  i n -
to t h e  u n d e v e l o p e d  m i n d  o f  man ,  a n d  m o r e  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e r e  y o u r  s w e e t -
h e a r t  i s  s l i g h t l y  u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d .

I  s e e  t h a t  y o u  a n d  m o t h e r  t a k e  m a t t e r s  l i k e  t h e s e  i n t o  s e r i o u s  c o n -
s i d e r a t i o n ,  a n d  a d v i s e  me t o  b e w a r e  h o w  I  b r o a c h  u p o n  t h e  a f f e c t i o n s  o f
the  t e n d e r - h e a r t e d  f e m a l e  g i r l s .  " R e s t  T h e e ! "  T h e r e  i s  n o  d a n g e r  o f
b r e a k i n g  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  m a y,  l i k e  t h e  g r a c e f u l  h i c k o r y  o f
the f o r e s t ,  b e n d  a n d  w r i t h e  b e f o r e  t h e  r u g g e d  w i n d s  o f  Autumn.  T h e i r
h e a r t s  a r e  made o f  s t e r n e r  s t u f f  t h a n  t o  b e  t h u s  b r o k e n  a n d  d i s s e v e r e d
a t  e v e r y  b i t  o f  romance o f  p o e t i c  e f f u s i o n  t h a t  m a y,  b y  c h a n c e ,  b e
thrown t h e m .

I  a m  e x c e e d i n g l y  a n x i o u s  t o  know w h a t  t h a t  j o k e  i s  t h a t  h a s  b e e n
played  a t  my e x p e n s e .  H a v e  t h e  k i n d n e s s  t o  w r i t e  a n d  l e t  me k n o w,  t h a t
I ,  t o o ,  m a y  h a v e  "some f u n ,  f u n ,  f u n , "  f o r  t h a t  i s  now i n  my l i n e  o f
business a n d  n o t h i n g  w o u l d  come m o r e  a c c e p t a b l e  o r  b e  m o r e  h i g h l y  p r i z e d ;
and s u r e l y  i f  i t  i s  a t  my e x p e n s e  who h a s  a  b e t t e r  r i g h t  t o  k n o w  i t  t h a n
mysel f?  W r i t e  a n d  l e t  me k n o w  a l l  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  a n d  o b l i g e .

Mary a n d  R a n s e  w i l l  b e  a t  home o n  Tu e s d a y  o f  t h i s  w e e k ,  w i t h o u t
f a i l ;  b u t  I  b e l i e v e  t h e y  i n t e n d  g o i n g  w i t h  a  h o r s e  a n d  b u g g y  s o  y o u
need n o t  l o o k  f o r  t h e m  o n  t h e  c a r s .  I  c a n n o t  t e l l  when  I  s h a l l  b e  a t
home a g a i n ;  b u t  p r o b a b l y  t h i s  w e e k  some t i m e .

Love t o  a l l  t h e  p r e t t y  g i r l s
David

T e l l  f a t h e r  i f  I  c a n  g e t  t h a t  money t h i s  w e e k  I  w i l l  s e n d  i t .  W r i t e
soon.
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Camp Granger,  N o v.  2 ,  1 8 6 2

Dear Mothers

I  rece ived  y o u r  l e t t e r  a  day o r  two ago and humbly beg your  pardon f o r
not answering i t  be fo re  t h i s ,  and  I  know you w i l l  r e a d i l y  g r a n t  i t ,  when
you know my reason f o r  n o t  w r i t i n g  more f r e q u e n t .  I  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  my
long s i l e n c e  would g i v e  any  p a i n  t o  my d e a r  parents  and s i s t e r ,  b u t  judg ing
from my own f e e l i n g s  I  am now convinced t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  s o .  I  am p laced i n
a v e r y  p e c u l i a r  s i t u a t i o n .  M y  p o s i t i o n  would n o t  a l l o w  me t o  w r i t e  home o r
any where e l s e .  I  have n o t  seen a  " r e d "  s i n c e  I  l e f t  Michigan,  a n d  a n
o f f i c e r  must  never  be under  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  h i s  men and consequent ly  I  cou ld
not barrow.  T T F U s t  t h a t  w i t h  t h i s  excuse you w i l l  pardon my n e g l e c t ,  a n d
consider i t  as  a  m a t t e r  o f  necess i ty  and n o t  o f  cho ice .  I  have w r i t t e n
several  l e t t e r s ,  b u t  f o r  reasons a l r e a d y  exp la ined  have f a i l e d  t o  send them.
Rest assured Dear  Mother,  t h a t  w h i l e  l i f e  i s  spared me I  c a n  never  f o r g e t
home, and  t h e  d e a r  images I  have t reasured  up  i n  my h e a r t  t h e r e .  I  cou ld
have wept  when I  r e a d  y o u r  l e t t e r ,  where you charged me w i t h  hav ing  forgot ten
home and every th ing  t h a t  i s  t h e r e  s o  d e a r  t o  me. T h e r e  has n e v e r  been a n  hot
(may I  s a y  a  moment) when I  have n o t  had my D e a r  Mother i n  my mind. I  hope
tha t  be fore  t h a t  t i m e  comes death  may have t a k e n  me f rom e a r t h .  N o ,  I  have
longed f o r  t h e  good t imes  t h a t  I  have s o  o f t e n  had i n  my d e a r  o l d  home, w i t h
f a t h e r,  mother,  s i s t e r s  and b r o t h e r.  B u t  t h a t  t i m e  i s  n o t  y e t  t o  b e .  W e
must s t i l l  s t a y  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t o  r e s i s t  o u r  c o u n t r y ' s  f o e s ,  and  p u t  down
the t r a i t o r s  who endeavor t o  break  up one o f  t h e  b e s t  governments o n  e a r t h .
I f  t h e r e  i s  one t h i n g  t h a t  can never  be swept  f rom t h e  memory o f  t h e  s o l d i e r
i t  i s  home and i t s  i n f l u e n c e .  T h e r e  i s  such a  c o n t r a s t  between home and t h e
home and i t s  i n f l u e n c e .  T h e r e  i s  such a  c o n t r a s t  between home and t h e  p l a c e
we c a l l  "home," h e r e .  M a n y  a r e  t h e  n i g h t s  t h a t  ( I  have s l e p t  on  t h e  b a r e
ground w i t h  nothing t o  cover  me b u t  my b l a n k e t . )  W h e n  we were on  t h e  Ohio
River,  I  have been on p i c k e t  du ty  and s l e p t  on  t h e  bed o f  t h e  r i v e r  and i n
many p laces ,  i t  i s  j u s t  l i k e  a  stone p i l e .  O n  sandy ground I  c a n  now l a y
down and s l e e p  a s  w e l l  a s  I  cou ld  o n  a  f e a t h e r  bed.  I  have n o t  s l p e t  on  a
bed f o r  t h r e e  months, and  have a lmost  f o r g o t t e n  how i t  would seem. B u t  I
do n o t  t h i n k  i t  would be  v e r y  bad a f t e r  marching a l l  d a y  through a  mis ty
r a i n  and mud about  s i x  i n c h e s  deep.  H o w e v e r ,  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  mud i s  concernec
we have n o t  had much o f  i t  t o  complain o f  having marched o n l y  one day  i n  i t ;
and one day  through t h e  r a i n .  W e  have marched s e v e r a l  days  when i t  was i m -
possible t o  see more t h a n  t e n  f e e t  i n  advance o f  u s .  O u r  f i r s t  march f rom
Covington, K y.  was one o f  t h i s  k i n d .  W e  marched t e n  mi les  a f t e r  f o u r  o ' c l o c k
P.M. and I  do  n o t  t h i n k  I  was e v e r  so complete ly  worn o u t  i n  my l i f e .  W h e n
we g o t  t o  o u r  stopping p lace  I  l a y e d  down on  t h e  s o f t  s i d e  o f  an  oak board
that  was t h e r e  w i t h o u t  supper and s l e p t  soundly t i l l  aroused i n  t h e  morning
by t h e  bea t ing  o f  drums and blowing o f  f i f e s ,  w h i c h  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  " r e v e l l e s "
when we were ordered t o  t a k e  up o u r  l i n e  o f  march aga in  f o r  another  p lace
d is tan t  twenty-two mi les .  T h i s  march was made i n  l e s s  t h a n  seven hours.
But I  w i l l  n o t  a t tempt  t o  g i v e  you a  d e t a i l e d  account o f  our  journey  t o  t h i s
place,  s u f f i c e  i t  t o  say  t h a t  we passed through some o f  t h e  most f o r l o r n
looking country  t h a t  was e v e r  my l o t  t o  behold ,  n o t h i n g  b u t  h i l l s  and s tone
heaps. I n  f a c t ,  i n  some por t ions  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t h e  stones a r e  so  t h i c k  t h a t
one neighbor has t o  borrow land o f  another  t o  p i l e  stones upon. I  do  n o t
see how i t  i s  poss ib le  f o r  anyone t o  o b t a i n  a  l i v i n g  on such l a n d .  B u t
things have now changed and f o r  t h e  l a s t  two days we have been marching
through one o f  t h e  most b e a u t i -
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f u l  and f e r t i l e  t r a c t s  o f  count ry  t h a t  can  be found anywhere o n  t h e  f a c e  o f
the e a r t h .  E v e r y t h i n g  around h e r e  seems t o  be  w e l l  a r ranged.  T h e  houses,
genera l ly  speaking a r e  l a r g e  and commodius; b u t  a r e  n o t  n e a r  so  t a s t y  a s  a r e
our nor thern  houses. T h e y  a r e  more l i k e  c a s t l e s  t h a n  l i k e  d w e l l i n g s  f o r
p r i v a t e  f a m i l i e s .  T h r o u g h  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  count ry  t h e  peop le  a r e  c o n s i d e r -
ed v e r y  weal thy  and you w i l l  n o t  o f t e n  see  a  d w e l l i n g  t h a t  i s  s m a l l e r  t h a n
H.C. L e w i s '  and  many o f  them a r e  much l a r g e r .  T h e i r  farms a r e  fenced  w i t h
stone w a l l s  f rom f o u r  t o  s i x  f e e t  h i g h  and i n  l o t s  o f  about  5 0  o r  s i x t y
acres a s  n e a r  as I  can  judge .  I  presume i t  i s  a  good c o u n t r y  t o  l i v e  i n  i n
times o f  peace,  b u t  i n  war  t imes  i t  i s  v e r y  much l i k e  o t h e r  p l a c e s , - -  r a t h e r
hard. W a r  makes sad havoc o f  every th ing  i t  comes i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h ;  when a
r a i l  f e n c e  happens t o  be  where a  regiment  encamps f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  i t  i s  gen -
e r a l l y  nones is t  i n  t h e  morning. I  have seen  many good f e n c e s  e i g h t  and t e n
r a i l s  h i g h  "  l a i d  low" b y " L i n c o l n ' s  Hordes",  a s  t h e  r e b e l s  t e r m  u s .  I t  i s
almost i n s p i r i n g  t o  see  w i t h  what  a l a c r i t y  and z e a l  t h e  reg iment  known a s
the 1 9 t h  Michigan can t a k e  any th ing  which t h e i r  commander a l l o w s  them t o .
Once i n  p a r t i c u l a r  I  r e c o l l e c t  we were ordered ( t o  t a k e  o n l y  t h e  t o p  r a i l )
and i n  about  f i v e  minutes  t h e r e  was no  t o p  r a i l  o n  t h e  ground.  Y o u  asked
me something i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  C o l .  G i l b e r t  be ing  t y r a n i c a l .  I  have  t h e  p l e a -
sure o f  in forming  you t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  word o f  t r u t h  i n  t h e  rumor,  o r
the a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  h i s  enemies may make. I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  e v e r  was a
man who thought  more o f  h i s  men t h a n  o u r  C o l .  t h i n k s  o f  h i s .  S o m e  o f  t h e
men seem t o  t h i n k  t h a t  because t h e y  have n o t  a l l  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  thee( had a t
home t h e y  a r e  s a d l y  abused and t h a t  t h e i r  commander i s  a  t y r a n t ,  a n d  cares
nothing f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  o r  happiness o f  those  under  h i s  c o n t r o l .

Yesterday I  went t o  Lexington,  t h r e e  m i l e s  f rom where we a r e  encamped,
f o r  t h e  purpose o f  seeing t h e  Michigan 18th- -Rel3t .  i n  which A l b e r t  Lawrence
is  i n .  I  found them about  a  m i l e  on  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  c i t y .  I  saw
Corporal Lawrence, and  had a  good l o n g  c h a t  w i t h  h im.  H e  i s  C o l o r  Corpora l .
The p o s i t i o n  o f  a  Co lo r  Corporal  i s  n o t  v e r y  d i s s i m u l a r  t o  a n y  o t h e r  i n  t h e
same r a n k  w i t h  t h e  except ion  t h a t  he s tands t h e  f i r s t  chance f o r  promotion.
I f  t h e r e  i s  a  vacancy among t h e  Sergeants h e  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n ;
he w i l l  probably  be promoted i n  a  s h o r t  t i m e .  W h e n  on  my way home I  v i s i t e d
the tomb o f  Henry C l a y.  H e  has a  splended monument erected  t o  h i s  memory.
The cemetary i n  which he i s  bur ied  i s  one o f  t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  i n  t h e  wor ld .
I t  i s  s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  one o r  two i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  t h a t  surpasses i t
in  beauty and sp lendor.  E v e r y t h i n g  about  i t  i s  i n  t h e  most p e r f e c t  o r d e r .
Evergreens and shrubbery o f  every  d e s c r i p t i o n  a r e  arranged i n  t h e  most
magnif icent s t y l e .  I r o n  c h a i r s  a r e  a l l  o v e r  t h e  grounds which seem t o  i n v i t e
the v i s i t o r s  t o  lounge i n  t h e i r  arms. A  macadamized road runs  around t h e
ent i re  grounds. M a g n i f i c e n t  c a r r i a g e s  may be seen a t  a lmost  a l l  t i m e s  i n
the day s lowly  wending t h e i r  way around t h e  grounds.

I  have a l s o  v i s i t e d  t h e  grave  o f  Gen. H a r r i s o n .  I t  i s  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e
north bank o f  t h e  Ohio,  a t  a  p lace  c a l l e d  Nor th  Bend. T h e r e  i s  a  v a s t  d i f f -
erence between h i s  tomb and t h a t  o f  C l a y.  B e n  Harr ison  i s  b u r i e d  i n  a  p r i -
vate f a m i l y  burying ground. T h e  fences  a r e  a l l  down and c a t t l e  and hogs
may roam a t  pleasure o v e r  t h e  tomb o f  t h e  o l d  hero .  W h i l e  t h e r e  we used
some o f  t h e  v e r y  embankments thrown up b y  him t o  p r o t e c t  h i m s e l f  and h i s
fol lowers f rom t h e  savages, and a l though we have no  such t h i n g  a s  a  r e b e l
there y e t  we "went through w i t h  t h e  mot ions,"  which--amounted t o  t h e  same
thing.
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Adjutant  Adams has j u s t  l e f t  o u r  t e n t  and says  t h a t  t h e  1 9 t h  s tands
"A" " N o l "  a t  head- q u a r t e r s .  W e l l ,  w i t h o u t  boas t ing ,  I  w i l l  s a y  t h a t  we
have j u s t  t h e  b e s t  regiment  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  S t a t e ;  a t  l e a s t  t h e  b e s t
tha t  I  have seen--and I  have seen a  good many.

I  do  n o t  know t h a t  I  have  any news t o  t e l l  you .  I  n e v e r  was i n  b e t t e r
heal th i n  my l i f e .  T h e r e  was a  t i m e  j u s t  b e f o r e  we l e f t  Michigan t h a t  I
was p r e t t y  s i c k ,  b u t  I  have g o t t e n  o v e r  t h a t  now. I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  you
would recogn ize  me should I  d rop  i n  upon you t o - n i g h t .  I  weigh one hundred
and f i f t y - f i v e  pounds ,  a  g a i n  o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  pounds s i n c e  l e a v i n g  Dawagiac.
Exposure agrees w i t h  me. Y o u  would undoubtedly l augh  t o  see  me g e t  down i n
the s t r e e t s  o f  Coldwater and d r i n k  t h e  w a t e r  f rom t h e  g u t t e r s ;  b u t  I  b e l i e v e
that  I  cou ld  do i t  w i t h  a  " c l e a r  conscience and a  good stomach. W e  have
often drunk wate r  f rom t h e  same r i v e r  i n  which dead mules,  a b s o l u t e l y  r o t t e n •
were j u s t  above u s ,  and  w a t e r  t h a t  green scum would r i s e  on  a s  i t  b o i l e d .
They have n o t  had a  r a i n  here  f o r  about  t h r e e  months u n t i l  w i t h i n  a  week.
A l i t t l e  r a i n  here w i l l  make mud s i x  inches  deep which makes v e r y  unpleasant
marching a s  I  can  assure you f rom exper ience .

The c a l l  i s  sounding f o r  r o l l - c a l l  and I  must s t o p  w r i t i n g  and go  t o
my company's q u a r t e r s  and see  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a l l  t h e r e .

Do n o t  n e g l e c t  t o  w r i t e ;  b u t  w r i t e  a s  o f t e n  a s  you c a n  and t e l l  a l l  o f
our f o l k s  t o  do t h e  same, and  when Uncle  Samuel s e t t l e s  w i t h  me I  w i l l  b e
more f a i t h f u l  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  you .

Te l l  S i s t e r  Emma and a l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  o u r  f o l k s  and my f r i e n d s  t o  w r i t e
just  as  o f t e n  as  t h e y  can poss ib ly  make i t  convenient .

I  hope we s h a l l  g e t  some pay  b e f o r e  l o n g ;  b u t  Uncle Sam i s  s l o w  and I
am w i l l i n g  t o  t r u s t  him j u s t  as  l o n g  a s  I  c a n ,  a l t h o u g h  I  suppose my s a y  so
would make b u t  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e .

Your a f f .  Son
David



11



Camp o f  t h e  1 9 t h  Mich I n f t y
Near D a n v i l l e ,  K y
December 2 0 t h  1862

Dear S is te rs
I  have j u s t  re tu rned  f rom a  B a t t l e - f i e l d .  I t  i s  n e a r  P e r r y v i l l e ,

about t e n  mi les  f rom where we a r e  now encamped. I t  was f o u g h t  between t h e
forces o f  Gen. B u e l l  on  o u r  s i d e  and t h e  f o r c e s  o f  Gen. Bragg  on  t h e  r e b e l
side.  T h e  b a t t l e  was f o u g h t  on  t h e  8 t h  o f  October  l a s t ,  a n d  i t  was one o f
unusual f i e r c e n e s s .  S t a n d  a f t e r  stand was made b y  t h e  r e b e l s ,  a n d  o u r
troops had t o  conquer t h e  ground i n c h  by  i n c h . - -  The  c o n t e s t  was f e a r f u l ,
and nobly  d i d  o u r  t roops f i g h t  t h e i r  way. T h e  p o s i t i o n  was chosen by  t h e
rebels themselves,  a n d  i t  was one t h a t  was w e l l  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  r e t a r d  t h e
progress o f  o u r,  and  had t h e y  n o t  fought  w i t h  despera t ion  d e f e a t  most
c e r t a i n l y  ensued. S h o u l d  I  l i v e  t o  be  as  o l d  a s  t i m e  i t s e l f  I  d o  n o t
think I  cou ld  e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  scenes t h a t  I  saw t o d a y.

The Colonel  gave Capt .  B a k e r,  Quartermaster  Tu r n e r,  A d j u t a n t  Darrow
and myse l f  permission t o  go  and s e e  t h e  "b loody f i e l d " ;  a n d  we e a s i l y  o b -
tained passes and soon were o n  t h e  road .  A r r i v e d  a t  t h e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e
of P e r r y v i l l e  we took  d i n n e r  o f  "mine host"  Tu c k e r,  procured a  guide  t o
conduct us  and s t a r t e d  o f f .  A s  we came i n  s i g h t  o f  where t h e  b a t t l e  commenc-
ed, my eye  was d i r e c t e d  t o  numerous l i t t l e  mounds ( t h i s  was i n  t h e  open
f i e l d )  a n d  we soon learned  t h a t  these  were t h e  r e s t i n g  p laces  o f  those  who
had f a l l e n .  B o t h  f r i e n d  and f o e  a r e  a l i k e  b u r i e d  t o g e t h e r  h e r e .  P a s s i n g
on we came t o  a  s t r i p  o f  woods.- - I t  was h e r e  where heavy f i g h t i n g  was
done. T h e  t r e e s  were complete ly  r i d d l e d  b y  b u l l e t s ,  a n d  l a r g e  l i m b s  a r e
cut o f f  by  cannon b a l l s .  T h e  r e b e l s  passed o n  i n  t h e i r  r e t r e a t - - o u r
forces f o l l o w i n g  up t h e  v i c t o r y  gained.  T h e  f i g h t i n g  must  have cont inued
f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  o r  s i x  m i l e s  w i t h  t h i s  same unabated f u r y ,  u n t i l  a t  l a s t
our fo rces  gave up t h e  p u r s u i t .

Now i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  b u r i a l  o f  t h e  dead.  S o m e  had f a l l e n  on t h e
side h i l l ,  some i n  g u l l i e s ,  some i n  open f i e l d s ,  a n d  some i n  t h e  woods.
They were bur ied  where t h e y  had f a l l e n ,  and  when I  s a y  t h e r e  was n o t  one
that  had a  f o o t  o f  e a r t h  between him and t h e  b l u e  sky  above h im,  I
speak t h e  t r u t h ,  M a n y  had much l e s s .  T h e  r a i n  has washed many o f  them
out o f  t h e  ground, and hogs have a c t u a l l y  rooted  them up and devoured
t h e i r  f l e s h . - -  I  saw a t  l e a s t  f i f t y  hogs  t h a t  had d i e d  f r o m  p a r t a k i n g  o f
th is  unwholesome d i e t .  M a n y  more w i l l  wash up t h e  n e x t  heavy r a i n .  T h e
grave o f  one r e b e l  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t racked  my a t t e n t i o n . - - f o r  t h e  body
was n o t  t h e r e ;  i t  had been t a k e n  o u t  by  t h e  hogs and devoured. M a t t e d
locks o f  h a i r  was thrown o v e r  t h e  grave;  b loody-garments, e t c .  P e n  c a n -
not descr ibe t h e  scene. A t  one p l a c e  i n  l e s s  t h a n  two rods  square f o r t y -
seven o f  our  men " b i t  t h e  d u s t " ,  and l o t s  o f  o t h e r  p laces t h e i r  f i r e  was
just  as  d e s t r u c t i v e .  I  saw t h e  p lace  where Loomis B a t t e r y  was s t a t i o n e d .
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A g e n e r a l  Secesh b u r i a l  ground was be ing  made and t h e  secesh a r e
being t a k e n  t h e r e .  T h e y  were bury ing  t o -day and u p  t o  two o ' c l o c k  t h e y
had b u r i e d .  i n  a  l i t t l e  s p o t  o f  ground about  two r o d s  square  t h r e e  hun-
dred and s e v e n t y - e i g h t  r e b e l s .  T r e n c h e s  a r e  dug and t h e y  a r e  p u t  two o r
three deep i n  t h e  t renches .

The Capt .  wishes t o  w r i t e  and I  must c lose  my l e t t e r .  I  would l i k e
to g i v e  you a  l o n g e r  account .

Your Bro David

Enclosed I  send you a  bunch o f  r e d  b e r r i e s  ( I  d o n ' t  know what k i n d )
taken from t h e  s p o t  where t h e  r e b e l  General  Jackson f e l l .





Camp o f  t h e  1 9 t h  Mich .  I n f t y
Near D a n v i l l e ,  K y.
Dec. 2 5 ,  1 8 6 2

Dear S i s t e r '

"A Mer ry  Christmasi  t o  you a l l .  I t  i s  now n e a r l y  12  o ' c l o c k  a t  mid -
night ,  a n d  I  have j u s t  t i m e  t o  drop you a  l i n e  o r  two.  W e  a r e  a g a i n
ordered t o  march, W e  l e a v e  t o -morrow morning a t  f i v e  o ' c l o c k .  G e n .  B a i r d
came r i d i n g  up t o  t h e  C o l ' s  q u a r t e r s  w h i l e  we were o n  "dress  parade"  t o
night ,  a n d  I  surmised t h a t  something was t o  b e  done.  I n  a  s h o r t  t i m e  t h e
"Of f icers  C a l l "  was sounded and we were informed t h a t  we were ordered  t o
march. W e  go t o  M u n f o r d s v i l l e ,  i n  t h e  S t a t e  v i a  Lebanon. I t  now begins
to l o o k  a s  though we were soon going t o  have work t o  d o .  T h e  o r d e r  was
something o f  a  s u r p r i s e  a s  we were t o  b e  p a i d  o f f  t o -morrow. T h e  moving
of  t h e  t roops  o f  course dispenses w i t h  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I  presume we s h a l l
receive o u r  pay i n  a  few  days.  I  w i l l  w a r r a n t  i t  w i l l  seem good t o  many
of  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h i s  Br igade  when i t  does come.

We have had f i n e  t i m e s  h e r e  t o -day- - a  "merry  Christmas" i n  r e a l i t y .
For d inner  we had Tu r k y,  cheese ,  o y s t e r s ,  b u t t e r ,  and  i n  f a c t  a l l  t h e
goodies o f  l i f e  and we enjoyed i t  ( t o  use  a n  o l d  phrase )  " h u g e l y " .  N o t h -
ing l i k e  h i g h  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  army.

Capt. L i n c o l n ,  o f  Coldwater i s  a t  home now s i c k ,  and  b o t h  o f  h i s  L i e u t
are s i c k  h e r e .  I  have been d e t a i l e d  t o  t a k e  charge o f  h i s  company f o r  t h e
present.  H o w e v e r,  t h a t  i s  no  new t h i n g  f o r  me t o  command a  Company as  I
have done a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h a t  k ind  o f  business s i n c e  I  have been i n  t h e
service.  L a s t  n i g h t  t h e  C o l .  wished me t o  a c t  a s  A d j u t a n t  on  "dress  p a r -
ade," which du ty  o f  course I  performed.  D o n ' t  I  p u t  on  a i r s .  N o t h i n g  l i k e
i t .  W e l l  t h i s  i s  a  g r e a t  wor ld ,  and i f  I  s t a y  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  t h r e e  mon-
ths l o n g e r  I  expect  you w i l l  d i r e c t  y o u r  l e t t e r s  t o  Capt .  Eas ton  i n s t e a d  a s
now. B u t  enough o f  t h i s .  E v e r y t h i n g  i s  i n  a  p e r f e c t  " H u r l e y  Bur ley"  t h i n g .
upside down, and  a l l  t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .

I  saw Mr.  Lawrence t o -day.  H e  came o u t  a f t e r  h i s  son who i s  i n  Co.
"H"--Capt. W h i t e ' s  Company. H e  informs me t h a t  he  has procured h i s  d i s -
charge and t h a t  he w i l l  probably  l e a v e  f o r  home w i t h  him n e x t  Monday.

I  have no news t o  communicate.

Love t o  a l l  f r i e n d s  a t  home. W r i t e  a s  soon as  you conven ien t ly  can
and as o f t e n .  I n  has te .

Your a f f  Bro.
David





Camp o f  t h e  1 9 t h  Mich .  I n f a n t r y  Vo l s .
Near D a n v i l l e ,  K y.
Jan. 9 ,  1862 ,

Dear S i s t e r s

I  rece ived  y o u r  l e t t e r  a  day  o r  two s i n c e ,  a n d  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  o u r
Company has met w i t h  a  v e r y  severe  a c c i d e n t .  I t  was occasioned b y  t h e
burst ing o f  a  s h e l l .  O u r  A r t i l l e r y  had been p r a c t i c i n g  f o r  a  day o r
two and a  p a r t  o f  t h e  s h e l l s  d i d  n o t  b u r s t  a s  t h e y  s t r u c k .  S o m e  o f
the boys o f  o u r  regiment  b e i n g  on  p i c k e t  n e a r  where t h e y  s t r u c k  t o o k
some o f  them and brought  them t o  camp. O n e  o f  o u r  boys had a  d e s i r e  t o
see what was i n s i d e  o f  one o f  them and,  g o t  o u r  boy Tom ( o u r  Negro boy)
to a s s i s t  him and proceeded t o  open i t .  I t  seems t h a t  he  employed t h e
negro t o  h o l d  t h e  s h e l l  w h i l e  h e  d r i l l e d  o u t  t h e  f u s e .  H e  had been a t
work upon i t  b u t  a  s h o r t  t i m e  when i t  exploded.  T h e  n e g r o ' s  l e f t  hand
was complete ly  blown o f f  and p o r t i o n s  o f  i t  were found some t i m e  a f t e r
s ix  and e i g h t  rods f rom t h e  p l a c e  where t h e  exp los ion  took  p l a c e .  O n e
fore f i n g e r  was discovered hanging on  t h e  l i m b  o f  a  t r e e  w i t h  a  cord
attached t o  i t  f u l l y  a  f o o t  l o n g  drawn from h i s  arm.  A n o t h e r  p iece  o f
the s h e l l  en tered  h i s  r i g h t  s i d e  and came o u t  h i s  l e f t ,  t e a r i n g  h i s  bowel
out and mangling him f r i g h t f u l l y .  H e  l i v e d  about  t h r e e  hours a f t e r  i t
happened, and  a l t h o  h e  was conscious o f  every th ing  t h a t  passed around him
yet  I  do  n o t  t h i n k  h e  r e a l i z e d  any  p a i n ,  a s  n o t  a  s i n g l e  groan  escaped
his l i p s .

The o t h e r  was a  member o f  o u r  Company. H i s  name i s  I r a  E .  D e x t e r .
His wound i s  n o t  dangerous, a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  p a i n f u l .  A  p i e c e  o f  t h e
shel l  s t r u c k  him on t h e  hand, a n d  i t  i s  p r e t t y  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d ;  b u t  h i s
hand w i l l  be  saved.  A n o t h e r  p iece  o f  t h e  s h e l l  s t r u c k  him o n  t h e  o u t s i d e
of t h e  r i g h t  l e g  n e a r  t h e  body and came o u t  on  t h e  i n s i d e ,  i n f l i c t i n g  a
serious b u t  n o t  dangerous wound. T h e  s h e l l  j u s t  missed t h e  main a r t e r y
that  runs through t h e  l e g .  I t  i s  a lmost  a  mystery how he  happened t o
escape a s  he  d i d ;  b e i n g  e q u a l l y  exposed w i t h  t h e  negro .  H e  w i l l  n o t  be
able f o r  du ty  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  H e  may be  t h a n k f u l  t h a t  he  escaped a s
for tunate ly  as  h e  d i d .  A c c i d e n t  a f t e r  acc ident  has happened i n  t h e
regiment and br igade  and s t i l l  theboys a r e  j u s t  a s  c a r e l e s s  a s  e v e r .  I
ac tua l ly  am o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  were a  body o f  men t o  be  t o l d  t h a t  by
doing a  c e r t a i n  t h i n g  t h e  p e n a l t y  would b e  dea th ,  y e t  t h e y  would a l l
want t o  t r y  and s e e  i f  i t  were t r u e .

There a r e  no news t h a t  I  know o f  o f  any importance.  W e  may move f rom
here i n  a  few days and we may s t a y  here  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .

I  s e n t  my ambrotype t o  you w i t h  Capt .  B a k e r ' s  b y  t h e  Chap l in .

Your a f f  B ro ther  David

Te l l  F l o r a  t h a t  I  rece ived  h e r  paper  and am much o b l i g e d .  H a v e  n o t
received those  o thers  s e n t .

I  am obl iged t o  t h e  C o l .  f o r  h i s  good o p i n i o n .  I  d o n ' t  know whether
I deserve i t  o r  n o t .
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Camp o f  t h e  1 9 t h  Mich .  I n f t y
Near D a n v i l l e ,  Kentucky
January 1 2 ,  1 8 6 2

Dear S i s t e r :

I  d o  n o t  know t h a t  I  have any o b j e c t  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  you t h i s  a f t e r -
noon. T h e r e  i s  no th ing  t o  w r i t e  about  and s o  I  guess I  am do ing  MO t o
while away t h e  t e d i o u s  hours .  I  h a v e n ' t  had v e r y  much t o  do l a t e l y  and
am g e t t i n g  t i r e d  o f  t h i s  k i n d  o f  l i f e .  T h e  f a c t  i s  n e v e r  b e f o r e  s i n c e  I
have been i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  has t i m e  hung so  i d l y  on  my hands,and i f  I
supposed t h a t  i t  would l a s t  much l o n g e r  I  do  n o t  know b u t  what  I  should
commit s u i c i d e  o r  p e t i t i o n  f o r  a  l e a v e  o f  absence, a n d  come home and see
my o l d  f r i e n d s .  B u t  I  t r u s t  we s h a l l  n o t  much l o n g e r  remain i d l e .  T h e
f a c t  we have been hoping f o r  a  long  t i m e  t h a t  we might  see  something o f
what r e a l  war  i s .  H o w  soon we s h a l l  I  d o  n o t  know. M i l i t a r y  i s  a l l  a n
enigma, and  t o o  deep a n  one f o r  me t o  s o l v e .

I  a t tended ( c h u r c h  yesterday  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  I  l e f t  t h e
"Old Peninsula  S t a t e ! )  T h e  Preacher  (who i s  a  Kentuckian)  i s  a  l o n g  w ind -
ed f e l l o w  and h i s  sermon amounted t o  j u s t  noth ing .  H e  bored u s  f o r  two
hours and t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  w i t h  an  o l d  day  sermon, t h e  same t h a t  I  used t o
hear Methodist  m i n i s t e r s  use  i n  my i n f a n c y.  H e  d i d  n o t  advance a  s i n g l e
new i d e a ,  and  I  f e l t  t h a t  I  was b u t  p o o r l y  pa id  f o r  t h e  l a b o r  and p a i n s
that  I  t o o k  t o  go and h e a r  him, ( f o r  commissioned o f f i c e r s  a r e  o b l i g e d  t o
have passes here  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p r i v a t e s .  T h e y  a r e  obta ined f r o m  C o l .
G i l b e r t . )  T h e r e  was o n l y  e i g h t  l a d i e s  t h e r e  which I  d i d n ' t  l i k e  v e r y
much I  assure  you.  A f t e r  a l l  I  do  n o t  know b u t  what I  went  as  much t o
see t h e  g i r l s  a s  t o  h e a r  t h e  sermon--Capt.  W h i t e ,  C a p t .  B a k e r,  L i e u t .
Anderson and m y s e l f  formed t h e  p a r t y.

I  send you,  enclosed a  specimen o f  t h e  "money" we have i n  t h i s
country. T h e  paper  t h a t  i s  b u r n t  was once owned by"our  boy Tom," b u t  he
was so  unfor tunate  a s  t o  g e t  blown up and h i s  c l o t h e s  most ly  burned o f f
him before  t h e y  could  b e  t a k e n  o f f ,  wh ich  accounts f o r  t h e  p a p e r  be ing
burned a s  you see  i t .

I  have no news t o  w r i t e  am w e l l  and h e a l t h y.  D o n ' t  t h i n k  I  am p i n -
ing away. W e i g h  one hundred and e i g h t y  one pounds.

I  thought  you was going t o  send me your  ambrograph.. W h y  d o n ' t  you
do i t .  H o w  a r e  o u r  f o l k s ?  T e l l  them a l l  t o  w r i t e  a s  o f t e n  as  t h e y  can.

Te l l  Uncle  Damon i f  he  d o n ' t  answer my l e t t e r  he may expect  t o  g e t
per fec t  f i t s  o n e  o f  these  t i m e s .

Your Bro.  Dav id
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POSTAGE CURRENCY

During t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War t h e  minor  co ins  i n  c i r c u -
l a t i o n  v e r y  r a p i d l y  disappeared.  C a s h ,  i n  t h e  fo rm o f  c o i n s ,  became
a t a n g i b l e  a s s e t .  A n y t h i n g  e l s e  was j u s t  a  promise.  A  most  accu te
s i t u a t i o n  fo l lowed and i n  o r d e r  t h a t  business could  b e  t r a n s a c t e d
merchants were fo rced  t o  i s s u e  Notes o f  C r e d i t ,  Promises t o  P a y,  T o -
kens, S t o r e  Cards.  e t c .  a s  a  means o f  making change. T h e  Treasury
of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  found i t s e l f  confronted w i t h  t h e  same d i f f i c u l t y
as everyone e l s e .  T h e  Tr e a s u r e r,  M r .  F . E .  S p i n n e r,  sponsored t h e
plan o f  pas t ing  postage stamps, s i n g l y  and i n  m u l t i p l e s  o n  Treasury
paper and o n  J u l y  1 7 ,  1 8 6 2  a n  Ac t  was passed b y  Congress a u t h o r i z i n g
the i s s u e  o f  such currency t o  be known as  Postage Currency.  T h i s
currency was n o t  money. n o r  d i d  i t  pretend t o  b e .  I t  was mere ly  a
means o f  making postage stamps negot iab le  and remained i n  use u n t i l
1876 when Congress a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  min t ing  o f  f r a c t i o n a l  s i l v e r  c o i n s ,
to redeem t h e  outstanding paper  f r a c t i o n a l  cur rency.

F i r s t  General  I s s u e  August 2 1 ,  1 8 6 2  t o  May 2 7 ,  1 8 6 3 .  T h i s  s e r i e s
has on  each note  a  f a c s i m i l e  o f  t h e  postage stamp t h e n  c u r r e n t .

The Postage Currancy and accompanying l e t t e r  were s e n t  b y  l i e u t .
David J .  Easton,  Camp o f  t h e  1 9 t h  Michigan I n f a n t r y,  N e a r  D a n v i l l e ,
Kentucky, January  1 2 ,  1 8 6 2 .  ( P r o b a b l y  t h e  d a t e  was January 1 2 ,  1 8 6 3
though dated January 1 2 .  1 8 6 2  i n  h i s  l e t t e r . )
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Camp o f  t h e  1 9 t h  M i c h .  I n f t y .  V o l s .
Near  D a n v i l l e ,  K y .
J a n u a r y  1 4 t h  1 8 6 3

Dear  S i s t e r s

I  h a v e  j u s t  r e c e i v e d  y o u r  l e t t e r ,  a l s o  a n o t h e r  f r o m  o n e  o f  t h e  b o y s
t h a t  u s e d  t o  w o r k  f o r  me w h i l e  i n  S t u r g i s - - J e f f .  S m i t h .  H e  i n f o r m s  me
t h a t  C a p t .  B .  F r e n c h  h a s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h a t  p l a c e .  H e  w a s  wounded a t  t h e
b a t t l e  o f  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g - - "  m i n i e  b a l l "  t o  u s e  h i s  own w o r d s "  p a s s i n g
c l e a r  t h r o u g h  h i m " .  C a p t  F r e n c h  u s e d  t o  w o r k  f o r  C a p t .  J . L .  H a c k s t a f f  i n
t h e  o l d  D e m o c r a t i c  U n i o n  o f f i c e .  I  w a s  s l i g h t l y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  h i m .  H e
went a s  1 s t  L i e u t .  i n  t h e  C o .  t h a t  w e n t  f r o m  S t u r g i s  n e a r l y  t w o  y e a r s  a g o .
He h a s  l a t e l y  b e e n  p r o m o t e d .

You a s k e d  me r a t h e r  a  h a r d  q u e s t i o n  when y o u  a s k e d  m e  i f  I  s u p p o s e d
t h i s  w a r  w o u l d  c l o s e  s o o n .  S e r i o u s l y  I  d o  n o t  know,  b u t  i  am h o n e s t l y
and c a n d i d l y  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  u n l e s s  a  change  somewhere i s  e f f e c t e d
soon p e a c e  i s  f a r  d i s t a n t ,  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  f a r t h e r  t o - d a y  f r o m  b e -
i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a n  i t  was  w h e n  r e b e l l i o n  f i r s t  b r o k e  o u t .  T h i s  d i v i s i o n
o f  t h e  a r m y  i s  q u i e t l y  l a y i n g  h e r e  s i m p l y  d o i n g  n o t h i n g .  I  t e l l  y o u  i n -
s tead  o f  b e i n g  h e r e  t o - d a y  we  h a d  o u g h t  t o  b e  a t  V i c k s b u r g .  T h e n  w e  c o u l d
do some s e r v i c e .  T h e n  we  c o u l d  b e  o f  some b e n e f i t  t o  o u r  C o u n t r y .  B u t ,
s t a t i o n e d  a s  w e  a r e  h e r e ,  I  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  w e  c a n  d o  a  p a r t i c l e  o f  g o o d .
We a r e  l a y i n g  i n  camp a b s o l u t e l y  d y i n g  f o r  w a n t  o f  e x e r c i s e .  I f  I  k n e w
t h a t  i t  was  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  k e e p  u s  h e r e  a l l  w i n t e r
and t h e n  p e r h a p s  d o  n o t h i n g  I  b e l i e v e  I  s h o u l d  s e n d  i n  my r e s i g n a t i o n ,  a n d
go home.  I  a m  i n  f a v o r  o f  a  b o l d  a n d  v i g o r o u s  p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  w a r .  I
have a l w a y s  b e e n - - a n d  a n y t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  s a t i s f y  me b y  a  good
d e a l .  W e  h a v e  l a i n  h e r e  s o  l o n g  now t h a t  I  d o  n o t  s u p p o s e  i t  i s  h a r d l y
p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o  move ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f f  t h e  p i k e s  a s  t h e  r o a d s  m u s t  b e
v e r y  b a d .  U p  t o  t h i s  m o r n i n g  we h a v e  h a d  s p l e n d i d  w e a t h e r ;  b u t  a b o u t  f o u r
t h i s  A . M .  i t  commenced r a i n i n g  a n d  i t  h a s  n o t  t h o u g h t  o f  s u c h  a  t h i n g  a s
s topp ing  y e t .  I n d e e d  i t  h a s  a b s o l u t e l y  p o u r e d  t h e  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e .
When i t  w i l l  s t o p  P r o v i d e n c e  o n l y  knows.

I  am " O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  P i c k e t s "  t o -mor row,  a n d  d o  m o s t  s i n c e r e l y  h o p e
i t  w i l l  k e e p  r a i n n i n g  a s  h a r d  a s  i t  d o e s  n o w.  I t  makes i t  s o  v e r y  p l e a s a n t
to  b e  c o m p l e t e l y  t h r o u g h  f o r  a b o u t  t h i r t y - s i x  h o u r s .  N o t h i n g  l i k e  i t .  A
y e a r  and  a  h a l f  a g o  I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I  c o u l s  s t a n d  many s u c h  w e t t i n g s  w i t h -
out  b e i n g  s i c k .  N o w  I  d o n ' t  c a r e  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e m  a f t e r  I  o n c e  g e t  w e t .

I  h a v e  s e t t l e d  u p  my a c c o u n t s ,  w i t h  t h e  C a p t .  a n d  o t h e r s  c o n n e c t e d
w i t h  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  o u r  Company and  f i n d  t h a t  my e x p e n s e s ,  w e r e '

For u n i f o r m  a n d  e q u i p m e n t s $ 1 5 1 . 5 0
Expenses f o r  r a i s i n g  Co a n d
o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  e x p e n s e s  i n -
cur red  w h i l e  i n  s e r v i c e ,  b o a r d  e t c .  ,  8 2 . 5 0

4' 4 9 . 0 0
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I  w i l l  probably  n o t  be a g a i n  pa id  t i l l  about  t h e  f i r s t  o f  March.
There i s  y e t  due t h i s  Regiment two month's back p a y.

Write me o f t e n .

Your Bro David

I  w i l l  send f a t h e r  t h a t  money t h a t  I  barrowed o f  him day a f t e r
to-morrow.

David



•



A m e r i c a n  H o t e l
A n n a p o l i s ,  A p r i l ,  8 ,  1 8 6 3

Dear S i s t e r :

When l e s t  I  w r o t e  home I  p r o m i s e d  y o u  a  l o n g  l e t t e r ;  b u t  I  a m  n o w
busy l o o k i n g  a f t e r  m y  c o m p a n y  t h e  t  I  n a r d l y  t h i n k  I  c a n .

t o t %

I  am i n  e x c e l l e n t  h e a l t h ;  n e v e r  b e t t e r  i n  m y  l i f e .  T h e  g o o d  p u r e  a i r
o f  f r e e d o m  a g r e e s  w i t h  m e .  I  w r o t e  y o u  l a s t  o n  t h e  b o a t  o n  o u r  w a y
f r o m  R i c h m o n d  t o  t h i s  p l a c e .  T h e  m o r t a l l i t y  o f  m y  c o m p a n y  i s  v e r y
l a r g e .  S i n c e  t h e  f i g h t ,  t h u s  f a r  I  h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  I  h a v e  l o s t  t n i r -
teen  men  s i n c e  t h e  f i g h t  b y  d e a t h .  n o w  m a n y  m o r e  I  d o  n o t  k n o w .  I
do n o t  k n o w  h o w  m a n y  men  m y  c o m p a n y  n u m b e r s  n o w .  B u t  i t  m u s t  b e  v e r y
s m a l l .  S e v e r a l  o f  m y  n o n - c o m m i s s i o n e d  o t i c e r s  h a v e  b e e n  k i l l e d  o r
d i e d  s i n c e .  k y r  o r d e r l y  S e r g e a n t  O s g o o d  a  m a n  a s  e v e r  l i v e d  w a s  s n o t
i n  t h e  a f t  a r m  a n d  I  l e a r n e d  t h i s  f o r e n o o n  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y
l o s e  i t ;  I  h o p e  n o t .  A s  s o o n  a s  t h e  h e g t .  i s  r e o r g a n i z e d  h e  i s  s u r e
o f  a  c o m m i s s i o n .  1 • i y  f o u r t h  S e r g t  w a s  a l s o  w o . i n d e d -  h o w  b s d  I  d o  n o t
know-  a n d  s e v e r a l  C o r p o r a l s .

I  h a v e  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  t h i s  c i t y  a n d  s e w  o n e  o f  m y
own b o y s .  h e  w a s  d y i n g .  S e v e r a l  o t h e r s  o f  t n e  c o m p a n y  a r e  v e r y  l o w
b u t  I  t h i n k  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  r e c o v e r .  O n e  t h i n g  i s  c e r t a i n -  t h e y
have t h e  v e r y  b e s t  c a r e  t h a t  c a n  p o s s i b l y  b e  o b t a i n e d .  T h e  n a v y  b u i l d -
i n g s  a r e  u s e d  a s  H o s p i t a l s .  E v e r y t h i n g  i s  i n  t h e  .Mos t  p e r f e c t  o r d e r .
There i s  a  v e r y  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  s i c k  h e r o  f r o m  o u r  h e g i m e n t . -  T h e  i n -
human a n d  b r u t a l  t r e a t m e n t  w h i c h  we  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  o f  o u r
c a p t u r e  u p  t o  t h e  t i m e  o f  o u r  r e l e a s e  h a s  s e n t  m a n y  a  g o o d  m a n  a n d  t r u e
s o l d i e r  t o  h i s  l a s t  h o m e .  D i s e a s e s  c o n t r a c t e d  d u r i n g  o u r  i m p r i s o n m e n t
has c a r r i e d  o f f  m o r e  men  f o r  u s  t h a n  t h e i r  b u l l e t s ,  m e n ,  t o o ,  w h o  w e r e
s t r o n g  a n d  a n x i o u s -  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y.

1-erhaps I  w i l l  w r i t e  y o u  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  t n i s  a f t e r n o o n .  I  w i l l  i f  I
have t i m e .

I t  h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  w e  o r i ;  o r d e r e d  t o  r e p o r t  t o  Camp C h a s e  a n d
leave  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  f l a v e  n o t  r e c e i v e d  o f f i c i a l  n o t i c e  t o  t h i s  e f f -
e c t ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e  h a v e  a l l  b e e n  e x c h a n g e d  a n d  s h e l l  p r o b a b l y  s o o n  b e
i n  t h e  f i e l d  a g a i n .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  home v e r y  m u c h  b u t  w e
s h a l l  p r o b a b l y  l e a v e  h e r e  b e f o r e  a  l e t t e r  w o u l d  r e a c h  m e .

Give m y  r e s p e c t s  t o  a l l  m y  f r i e n d s .

Your  e l f  / i r e .

11. J .  E a s t o n
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LIBBY PRISON, a  notor ious  Confederate  p r i s o n  a t  Richmond, V i r g i n i a ,

improvised f rom a  f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  warehouse owned b y  a  merchant

named L i b b y,  and  c o n t a i n i n g  s i x  rooms, e a c h  measuring 100 f t .  b y

45 f t .  L a c k  o f  s a n i t a t i o n  and overcrowding caused t h e  dea th  o f

a g r e a t  number o f  Union pr isoners  h e l d  t h e r e  between 1863 and 1 8 6 4 .

I n  1889 t h e  b u i l d i n g  was moved t o  Chicago t o  se rve  a s  a  museum.

David J .  Easton was t a k e n  p r i s o n e r  by  t h e  Rebel  Army i n  February

11863, a t  Brentwood, Tennessee,  n e a r  F r a n k l i n ,  Tennessee.  H e  and

others o f  h i s  Regiment were exchanged sometime b e f o r e  A p r i l  8 ,  1 8 6 3 .

David J .  Easton went by  b o a t  f rom L ibby  Pr ison ,  Richmand, V i r g i n i a

to Annapol is ,  Mary land.

3 5401 42386 8073
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Camp C h a s e ,  O h i o
May 2 6 t h  1 8 6 3

Dear  S i s t e r '

I  am n o t  e x a c t l y  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  t o - n i g h t  t h a t  s u i t s  m e .  I n s t e a d  o f
b e i n g  s h e l t e r e d  b y  a  t e n t ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  my f o r t u n e  f o r  n e a r l y  a  y e a r ,  I  a m
now s h e l t e r e d  b y  a  b e a u t i f u l  f r a m e  h o u s e ,  p a i n t e d  w i t h  l i m e  a n d  w a t e r .
Sa id  h o u s e  c o n t a i n s  o n e  r o o m  o n l y ,  a b o u t  f i f t e e n  f e e t  s q u a r e .  J u s t  i m a g i n e
the c o m f o r t  t h e r e  i s  i n  l i v i n g  i n  a  h o u s e  o f  t h i s  k i n d  i n  a  warm s u l t r y  d a y ;
o r  i m a g i n e  y o u r s e l f  s t a n d i n g  o n  a  l a r g e  s c a l e  o f  i r o n  w i t h  a  b o i l i n g  s u n
p o u r i n g  down upon  y o u  a n d  y o u  w i l l  r e a l i z e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a f f a i r s  a t  t h e
h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  " y o u r  humble  s e r v a n t . "  A t  t h e  t i m e  I  a m  w r i t i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,
(9  P. M . )  a  h e a v y  r a i n  i s  p o u r i n g  down w h i c h  g r e a t l y  r e l i e v e s  u s .

I  p resume b e f o r e  t h i s  t i m e  C a p t .  B a k e r  h a s  b e e n  a t  o u r  h o u s e  a n d  e x -
p l a i n e d  t o  y o u  t h e  r e a s o n  o f  my l e a v i n g  a s  I  d i d .  I n d e e d ,  w h e n  I  w e n t  down
t o  t h e  d e p o t  t h a t  d a y  I  h a d  n o  m o r e  i d e a  o f  g o i n g  o f f  t h a n  I  h a d  o f  g o i n g
t o  E n g l a n d  o r  F r a n c e  w h i l e  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  l a s t s ,  a n d  I  a s s u r e  y o u  I  h a v e  n o
such i d e a .  A r r i v e d  a t  t h e  d e p o t  I  f o u n d  t h e  o f f i c e r s  a l l  t h e r e  a n d  a b s o l u t e -
l y  bound t o  g o  f o r w a r d .  O f  c o u r s e  I  c o u l d  h a v e  s t a y e d ;  b u t  I  t h o u g h t  b e s t
to  g o  w i t h  t h e m ,  a n d  s o  I  d i d .

I  w a s  d e t a i l e d  t o - d a y  t o  t a k e  command o f  t h e  5 1 s t  R e g ' t  2 n d  V o l s  a n d
can a s s u r e  y o u  I  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  b u s y  m a k i n g  o u t  r e q u i s i t i o n s  f o r  c l o t h i n g  E t c
The r e g i m e n t  was  c a p t u r e d  n e a r  Rome, G a  some t i m e  a g o ,  a n d  h a v e  j u s t  a r r i v e d
h e r e .  T h e i r  o f f i c e r s  a r e  a l l  i n  t h e  S o u t h  a n d  I  s u p p o s e  i n  t h e  f a m o u s  L i b b y
P r i s o n .  H o w  I  p i t y  t h e m .  I  b o a r d e d  a t  t h e  same h o t e l  f o r  n e a r l y  t w o  m o n t h s .

L t .  W i n g  a n d  m y s e l f  w e n t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  l a s t  Sunday  t o  S u n d a y
School .  I t  was a t  a  s m a l l  s c h o o l  h o u s e  a b o u t  t h r e e  m i l e s  f r o m  camp.  I  w a s
i n v i t e d  t o  a  s e a t  b y  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  b e h i n d  t h e  p u l p i t .  D i d n ' t  we
a t t r a c t  some a t t e n t i o n .  I  " r e c k o n "  w e  d i d  t h o u g h .  B u t  t h e  w o r s t  o f  a l l  w a s
t h e r e  w e r e  n o  p r e t t y  g i r l s  t h e r e !  " T h a t  i s  t o o  b a d ! "  I  t h i n k  I  h e a r  y o u  s a y .
W e l l ,  I  f u l l y  a g r e e  w i t h  y o u .

L t .  W i n g  i s  r o o m i n g  w i t h  me f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  p r e s u m e  h e  w i l l  u n t i l
our  C a p t .  g e t s  b a c k .  H e  i s  o n  o n e  s i d e  o f  my t a b l e  w r i t i n g  w h i l e  I  am o n
the o t h e r .  I  s u p p o s e  h e  i s  w r i t i n g  t o  h i s  D e a r  G e r t a  o r  some o n e  e l s e .  I
am g o i n g  t o  a s k  h i m  t o  g i v e  h e r  my l o v e ;  b u t  w h e t h e r  h e  w i l l  d o  s o  o r  n o t  I
d o n ' t  know;  d o u b t  i t .  I n  c a s e  h e  r e f u s e s  t o  d o  s o  I  s h a l l  h a v e  t o  a s k  y o u
to p e r f o r m  t h a t  a c t  o f  k i n d n e s s  f o r  me.

H a v e n ' t  a n y  news t o  w r i t e ;  e v e r y t h i n g  q u i e t  i n  camp s o  f a r  a s  I - k n o w.
News f r o m  V i c k s b u r g  c r e a t e s  a  g e n e r a l  good  f e e l i n g  i n  camp a n d  t h e  s o l d i e r s
are  j o y o u s  a n d  h a p p y.

Love t o  a l l  t h e  g i r l s  o f  my a c q t a i n t e n c e .  M y  k i n d e s t  r e g a r d s  t o  y o u r
dear  f r i e n d  M i s s  I  c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  h e r  name.  O h ,  y e s ,  M i s s  R a n d a l l .

Wing i s  b l o w i n g  l i k e  a  f o r t y  h o r s e  p o w e r  e n g i n e  b e c a u s e  I  d o n ' t  s t o p
w r i t i n g ,  a n d  "come t o  b e d : "  I  s u p p o s e  I  s h a l l  h a v e  t o  h u m o r  h i m  a n d  s a y - - -

Your a f f .  B r o .
David
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Hd. Q r t s .  C o .  " E "  1 9 t h  Mich .  I n f t y .
Near F r a n k l i n ,  June  1 9 t h  1863

Dear S i s t e r .

Again a f t e r  a  f a t i g u i n g  march we a r e  i n  camp. W e  a r e  now n e a r  t h e
place where we were t a k e n  pr isoners  f o u r  months ago.  S t a r t e d  f rom camp
near Nashv i l l e  yesterday  morning and i n  t h e  a f te rnoon  about  t h r e e  o ' c l o c k
found us  i n  camp a t  t h i s  p l a c e .  T h e  d i s t a n c e  f rom N a s h v i l l e  h e r e  i s
eighteen mi les .  M a d e  a  p r e t t y  good march f o r  n o t  t r a v e l i n g  f o r  f o u r  months.
About t e n  o ' c l o c k  we stopped a t  a  p l a c e  c a l l e d  Brentwood S t a t p i o n - -  t h e
place where t h e  reminant  o f  o u r  Regiment was t a k e n --and s tayed  f o r  a  couple
of  hours.  W h i l e  t h e r e  we l e a r n e d  t h a t  a n  e n t i r e  Br igade o f  Rebels were o n l y
a s h o r t  d is tance  f rom t h e r e  and a s  o u r  f o r c e  w a s  v e r y  s m a l l - - o n l y  one
Regiment- - t h e  C o l .  o rdered  u s  t o  " f a l l  i n , "  and we resumed o u r  march. T h i s
morning we were informed t h a t  i n  about  h a l f  o f  a n  hour  a f t e r  we l e f t  t h e
Rebels marched i n t o  o u r  camp. W e  were v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  i n  g e t t i n g  o u t  as  we
did.  I t  i s  repor ted  t h a t  we s h a l l  s t a y  h e r e  f o r  some t i m e  doing  d u t y  a t
th is  p l a c e .  I  suppose; however,  t h a t  depends upon circumstances.  R e b e l
deserters brought  i n  l a s t  n i g h t  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  t h e  Rebels a r e  marching on t h i s
place w i t h  t h i r t y  thousand men. I n  case t h a t  proves t r u e ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e
bloody work h e r e .

We have a  splended camp o r  w i l l  have a s  soon as  t h e  boys g e t  i t  f i x e d
up. T h e y  a r e  busy t h i s  morning p o l i c i n g .  T h e  weather  i n  t h i s  " r e g i o n "  i s
very warm- - t h a t  term does n o t  e x p l a i n  i t ,  i t  i s  h o t !

Day be fore  yesterday I  s e n t  a  box o f  t h i n g s  home. E n c l o s e d  i n  t h e
box I  p laced a  note  d i r e c t i n g  what was t o  b e  done w i t h  them. I  presume you
w i l l  f i n d  i t .  H o w  do you l i k e  my album? P r e t t y ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  A s  f a s t  a s  I
can g e t  t h e  photographs o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  I  s h a l l  send them home, a n d  s h a l l
have t o  ask you t o  p lace  them i n  i t .

Haven't much t ime  t o  w r i t e  a  long  l e t t e r  t h i s  morning. S e r g ' t
Coblentz i s  s i t t i n g  on t h e  same s e a t  w i t h  me w r i t i n g  t o  h i s  " D e a r  W i f e , "
and says g i v e  my k ind  regards  t o  your  s i s t e r !  W h i c h ,  o f  course,  I  w i l l  d o .
He i s  a  t i p - t o p  f e l l o w .

Your Bro.
David

My address i s ,  " N e a r  F r a n k l i n ,  Te n n  ( w i t h  t h e  no o f  t h e  R e g t . )
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Hd. Q r s  Co.  "G"  1 9 t h  Mich.  I n f t .
Murfreesboro, June  2 7 ,  1 8 6 3

Dear Father :

We l e a v e  f o r  t h e  f r o n t  t o -morrow morning. U n d o u b t e d l y  we s h a l l
have h o t  work a s  t h e  f i g h t i n g  a l r e a d y  i s  s a i d  t o  be  despera te .  W e  l e a v e
at  f i v e  o ' c l o c k .  A r e  v e r y  busy t h i s  evening i n  g e t t i n g  t h i n g s  i n  shape
and every th ing  ready f o r  a  move, and  I  have b u t  j u s t  t i m e  t o  drop you a
single l i n e .  I  send b y  t h i s  m a i l  s e v e r a l  papers o f  importance t o  you .
They p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  quar termaster  department.  K e e p  them t i l l  I  send f o r
them o r  r e t u r n  home. T h e y  a r e  my r e c e i p t s  f o r  c l o t h i n g  issued t o  t h e  5 1 s t
Ind. R e g t .  w h i l e  i n  Camp Chase. T h e r e  may be  no d i f f i c u l t y  a b o u t  t h e
matter;  b u t  i n  case t h e r e  i s .  t h e s e  papers t h e n  become my vouchers.  I
t r u s t  my papers a r e  a l l  i n  t h e  r i g h t  shape.- -

The papers s e n t  a r e :  1 3  i s s u e  R o l l s ,  3  l i s t s  o f  s t o r e s  r e c e i v e d
from Capt .  B . P.  W e l l s ,  2  l i s t s  o f  s to res  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Capt .  B . P.  W e l l s ,
and one t r a n s .  t o  L i e u t .  A . J .  Mc Lachlen t o g e t h e r  w i t h  my o r d e r  t o  r e p o r t
f o r  duty  t o  t h e  M a j .  Canndy t h e  p o s t .  T h e  reason o f  my eending them home
is  t h e  f e a r  t h a t  o u r  baggage may be captured .  I  have l o s t  e v e r y t h i n g
once i n  t h a t  way and do n o t  i n t e n d  t o  a g a i n  i f  i t  can be prevented .

Respects t o  a l l  my f r i e n d s  i n  Coldwater.

Your a f f .  s o n
D.J. Easton
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19th Michigan I n f .
Near Guy's Gap, Te n n .
July  6 t h  1863

Dear S i s t e r s

I  r ece ived  your  l e t t e r  o f  June 2 1 t h  yesterday  a f te rnoon  w h i l e  o n
p i c k e t  d u t y.  and you may be  assured I  was g l a d  t o  h e a r  f rom home. I t ' s
the f i r s t  l e t t e r  I  have r e c e i v e d  f rom home f o r  some t i m e .  I  t h i n k  I  have
not had one s ince  we l e f t  N a s h v i l l e .  T h e  reason,  I  presume i s  t h a t
Rose- t r a n s  has made h i s  fo rward  movement and o u r  m a i l  ma t te rs  have n o t
connected r i g h t .  A  l a r g e  amount o f  m a i l  was brought  i n t o  camp y e s t e r d a y,
but i t  was most ly  o l d .  I  have  w r i t t e n  you s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  s i n c e  we l e f t
Frank l in  and presume t h a t  you have rece ived  t h e  most o f  them b e f o r e  t h i s
time.

We a r e  having p r e t t y  hard  t i m e s  i n  camp a t  p resen t  f o r  t h e  reason
tha t  we a r e  b u i l d i n g  r a i l r o a d s  around t h e  e t c .  t h e  e n t i r e  Regiment i s  on
duty every  o t h e r  day.  I t  comes p r e t t y  hard o n  t h e  boys,  b u t  t h e y  b e a r  i t
without complaining. W e  a r e  a l l  hoping t o  g e t  away f rom h e r e  i n  a  s h o r t
time and i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  we s h a l l  l e a v e  a s  soon a s  we f i n i s h  t h e  r a i l -
road. I t  was p a r t l y  destroyed b y  t h e  Rebels when t h e y  were d r i v e n  o u t  o f
here b y  o u r  f o r c e s .  W e  a r e  expect ing  t o  f i n i s h  i t  t h i s  week when we
sha l l  go  t o  S h e l b y v i l l e .  I  am anxious t o  go and see  t h i s  p l a c e .  W e  were
there one n i g h t  w h i l e  we were p r i s i o n e r s .  I t  was a t  t h i s  p l a c e  t h a t  t h e
enl is ted men o f  the  Regiment were pa ro led ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  we s u f f e r e d  a s
much as  much a t  t h i s  p l a c e  a s  any  i n  o u r  r o u t e .  I t  was c o l d  and stormy
and t h e  boys were crowded i n t o  a  muddy wet  c o u r t -yard and had t o  s tand
there u n t i l  n e a r l y  morning. I n  t h e  morning, however,  w e  were a l l  r i g h t
that  i s  so  f a r  as we could  b e  and b e  p r i s i o n e r s .  T h e  c i t i z e n s  used us  w e l l
and done every th ing  f o r  us t h e y  could w i t h  a  r e b e l  guard s tand ing  o v e r  us .
Four o r  f i v e  o f  us g o t  o u r  d i n n e r  a t  t h e  house o f  a  Union l a d y  and she i n -
formed us  t h a t  n ine- t e n t h s  o f  t h e  towns people  were U n i o n i s t s .  W h e n  we g e t
there I  t h i n k  I  s h a l l  go  and s e e  h e r .  S h e  informed us  t h a t  she had one
brother  and h e r  husband i n  Rosecran's army.  I  n e v e r  f u l l y  r e a l i z e d  u n t i l
now what t h e  Union people have t o  s u f f e r  i n  a  t r a c t  o f  country  s i t u a t e d  a s
th is  has been.  Hundreds  o f  refugees a r e  now r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  homes f rom
the n o r t h  which they  had t o  l e a v e  when o u r  army r e t r e a t e d  through here
nearly a  y e a r  ago.

I t  has ra ined  e v e r y  day s i n c e  we l e f t  F r a n k l i n  and w i t h  o u r  l i t t l e
'dog t e n t s '  you  must know we have n i c e  t i m e s .  I  do  n o t  know t h a t  I  e v e r
saw i t  r a i n  harder  i n  my l i f e  t h a n  i t  d i d  l a s t  n i g h t .  I  g o t  complete ly  we t
through; and dark  hor rors !  I  guess i t  was d a r k .  I  s e n t  a  l o t  o f  men o u t
in to  t h e  woods f o r  perhaps a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l e  and i t  was upwards o f  two
hours before  t h e y  re t runed .  T h e y  had l o s t  t h e i r  way i n  t h e  cedar  t h i c k e t ,
and a s  t h e y  informed me when t h e y  re turned  t h e y  had about  g i v e n  up t h e  i d e a
of f i n d i n g  u s  t h a t  n i g h t .

I  am a t  present  i n  command o f  Co. " F "  C a p t .  C . A .  Thompson's Co.  o f
Kalamazoo. I  have been here  f o r  some t i m e .  H o w  long  I  s h a l l  remain  here
I  do  n o t  know. T h e  Capt .  was l e f t  s i c k  a t  Murfreesboro, and  t h e  1 s t  L i e u t .
is  s i c k  i n  Michigan. I  l i k e  t h e  Co. v e r y  w e l l .  I t  i s  t o  my n o t i o n  t h e  b e s t
Company i n  t h e  Regiment; a t  l e a s t  I  l i k e  t h e  noncommissioned o f f i c e r s
(except my own Co. )  t h e  b e s t .
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Te l l  Clemmie t h a t  I  r e c e i v e d  h e r  l i t t l e  n o t e  w i t h  yours  and f o r  which
I  am t h a n k f u l .  I  t h i n k  I  s h a l l  w r i t e  h e r  i n  a  day o r  two.  I  a t  t h e
same t i m e  rece ived  one f rom my o r d e r l y  he i s  g e t t i n g  a long  f i r s t  r a t e  and
the Surgeon t h i n k s  he  w i l l  b e  f i t  f o r  duty  i n  t h i r t y  days I  hope so  i t  i s
r e a l l y  lonesome h e r e .

L ieut .  Wing has gone t o  Murfreesboro t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  w i t h  a  t r a i n .

I f  W i l l  Tu l lman i s  s t i l l  i n  Coldwater  g i v e  h im my respec ts  and t e l l
him t o  answer my l e t t e r  o r  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  s e v e r  f i g h t .

Give my respects  t o  a l l  t h e  f o l k s .  and  a s k  Imogene and mother  and
fa ther  why t h e y  d o n ' t  w r i t e  me.

Respects t o  a l l  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  c i t y  and c o u n t r y.  T e l l  Unc le  Damon
that  I  s a y  t h a t  i f  he c a n ' t  w r i t e  me he  w i l l  w i s h  he  had i f  I  e v e r  g e t
home.

Your a f f .  B r o .
David

I  came n e a r  f o r g e t t i n g  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  I  had one o f  my Corpora ls
k i l l e d  yesterday  w h i l e  f o o l i n g  w i t h  another  s o l d i e r .  T h e y  were "go ing
through t h e  mannual" and b o t h  brought  t h e i r  p ieces  t o  t h e i r  shoulders and
f i r e d .  b o t h  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  O n e  o f  t h e  guns happened t o  b e  loaded;  t h e
b a l l  entered t h e  l e f t  s i d e  o f  t h e  head t e a r i n g  o u t  h i s  b r a i n  and passing
through entered t h e  arm o f  t h e  man who owned t h e  house where t h e y  were
doing guard d u t y  i n f l i c t i n g  a  severe  i n j u r y . - -  I t  mat ters  b u t  l i t t l e ,  how-
ever,  a s  t h e  man was a n  o l d  Rebe l .  I f  i t  had k i l l e d  h im and o n l y  wounded
the Corporal  i t  would have been a  r e a l  b l e s s i n g .

David Yo u r  Bor ther

19th Michigan I n f a n t r y
Near Murfreesboro.  Te n n .





19th Michigan I n f a n t r y
I n  Camp a t  Murfreesboro
August 2 3 ,  1 8 6 3

Dear S i s t e r s

I  have r e a l l y  f o r g o t t e n  whether I  w r o t e  you l a s t  n i g h t  o r  n o t ,  b u t
I  t h i n k  I  d i d .  W e l l ,  I  am s t i l l  h e r e ,  a n d  a b l e  t o  e a t  my r e g u l a r  meals.
The Mosquitoes a r e  bother ing  me p r e t t y  bad t o - n i g h t ,  a n d  I  h a r d l y  have
time t o  f i n i s h  a  word b e f o r e  I  have t o  s t o p  and t a k e  one o f  t h e  f e l l o w s
a " d i g  i n  t h e  r i b s , "  I  assure  you southern  mosquitoes a r e  n o t  a  d i m i n u t i v e
set  o f  animals .  I  have seen a  mule knocked down b y  t h e  f o r c e  o f  one.
When they  s t r i k e  e i t h e r  man o r  b e a s t  he  may a s  w e l l  make up h i s  mind t o
f a l l  f i r s t  a s  l a s t .  H e  i s  s u r e  t o  tumble .  I  a lways f a i l  t o  thank  a  k i n d
Providence t h a t  i t  grows s o  c o l d  b e f o r e  morning t h a t  t h e y  have t o  " b e a t  a
r e t r e a t ; "  b u t  s t i l l  t h a t  d o e s ' t  h e l p  me v e r y  much now, a s  we a r e  o b l i g e d
to g e t  up e v e r y  morning a t  t h r e e  o ' c l o c k  and s tand  i n  l i n e  u n t i l  a f t e r
day l igh t .  O l d  F o r e s t  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  w i t h i n  a  f e w  mi les  o f  he re ,  w h i c h
is  t h e  reason o f  our  be ing  ob l iged  t o  g e t  up s o  e a r l y , - - a l t h o u g h  we always
get up a t  f i v e .  I  apprehend t h a t  he  w i l l  n o t  f i n d  u s  napping i f  he does
choose t o  c a l l  on  us and pay  h i s  r e s p e c t s .  W e  s h a l l  b e  h e r e  on  hand t o
receive h im.

I  have j u s t  re turned  f rom town w i t h  L i e u t .  Wing .  W e n t  up t o  g e t
some ice-cream.  T h a t  i s  n o t  bad t h i s  warm weather;  i t  i s  about  t h e  o n l y
thing p a l i t a b l e  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  count ry  f o r  me now. I  have g o t  a n -
other one o f  my damity s p e l l s  and am enying i t  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my a b i l i t y .

( I N j e j i n 9

The h e a t  down here  i s  a lways i n  t h e  s u p e r l a t i v e  degree .  Whew!  H o w
my blood b o i l s  when I  t h i n k  o f  i t .  I t  has been s e v e r a l  days s i n c e  we
have had r a i n  and t h e  e a r t h  i s  beginning t o  become parched and d r y.

We have a l l  t h e  peaches now t h a t  we can  use- - o n l y  $ . 7 5  p e r  bushel
a l l  k inds  o f  provis ions a r e  now down t o  something l i k e  a  decent  p r i c e .
A p r i c e  has been estab l ished  b y  t h e  Commandent o f  t h e  p o s t  f o r  a l l  k i n d s
of produce. T h i s  makes i t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  s o l d i e r  and c i t i -
zens who have t o  purchase t h e s e  t h i n g s .

Capt. Baker  i s  s t i l l  a t  N a s h v i l l e  s i c k .  R e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  from him
to-day he i s  q u i t e  l o w.  I t  w i l l  be  sometime be fo re  h e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o
again be w i t h  t h e  Regiment.

I  have nothing i n  t h e  shape o f  knowledge t o  r e p o r t  o r  news t o  g i v e .
I f  we a l l  d o n ' t  d i e  o f  desease b e f o r e  we g e t  o u t  o f  here  I  w i l l  b e  t h a n k -
f u l .  A  Cap t .  o f  Co. " H "  was b u r i e d  t o -day and presume a  S e r g ' t  o f  Co "A"
w i l l  be  dead b e f o r e  morning.

I  h a v e n ' t  heard a  word f r o m  Coblentz s i n c e  he  l e f t  t h e  Regiment.
Don't see why he d o n ' t  w r i t e  and l e t  me know how he i s  g e t t i n g  a long.

Respects t o  a l l  f r i e n d s  and l o v e  t o  f a m i l y.

Your A f f .  B r o .
D.J.  Easton





Col. P a r k h u r s t ,  o f  t h e  9 t h  Mich.  was wounded i n  t h i s  town a  f e w
days ago and has gone n o r t h  I  b e l i e v e .





1 9 t h  h i c h i g a n  I n f a n t r y
I n  . ;amp a t  i . i u r f r e e s b o r o
!3eptember  1 ,  1 ( ; ( 3

Dear  : A s t e r :

I t  h a s  b e e n  s e v e r a l  d a y s  s i n c e  I  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  h o m e ,
and i n  f a c t  I  h a v e  n o t  w r i t t e n  m y s e l f  f o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  d a y s .  I  h a v e
been s u i t e  s i c k  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  w e e k s  b u t  am n o w  f e e l i n j   a  t r i f l e
b e t t e r .  I  manage  t o  k e e p  a r o u n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  " d o  d u t y . "  I  f e e l
Fome b e t t e r  t h i s  e v e n i n g  a n d  t r u s t  t h a t  I  s h a l l  h a v e  f u l l y  r e c o v e r e d  m y
h e a l t h  b e f o r e  t h i s  r e a c h e s  y o u .  Y e  a r e  s t i l l  a t  L , u r f r e e s b o r o ,  a s  t h e
h e a d i n g  o f  my l e t t e r  i n d i c a t e s ,  a n d  " j u d g i n g  f r o m  a p p e a r a n c e s " - - w h i c h
you k n o w  a r e  o f t e n  d e c e i v i n g ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s , - - I
s h o u l d  s a y  w e  w o u l d  s t a y  h e r e  a  l o n g  t i m e .  W e  a r e  f i x i n g  l i p  c a m p  a n d
i t  i s  b e i m ,  g o t t e n  i n  t h e  m o r. t  p e r f e c t  o r d i r .  L y  b o y s  a r e  h a r d  a t
work  n o w,  a n d  I  t h i n k  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  t h e i r  t i n t s  a r r a n g e d  i n  s t y l e  b y
t o - m o r r o w  n o o n .  I  t h i n k  I  w i l l  s e n d  y o u  i n  a  f e w  d a y s  a  s p e c i m e n  o f
o u r  " h o u s e s . "  N o  d o u b t  y o u  w i l l  t h i n k  t h e y  a r c '  g r a n d  t h i n s ,  a s  i n d e e d ,
t h e y  a r e .  I n  c a r e  y o u  s h o u l d  f a l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  i t ,  I  d o  n o t  o b j e c t  t o
you p w t t i n g  i t  u p  i n  t h e  " b a c k  y a r d "  a n d  a d m i r i n L  i t .  T o  a p p r e c i a t e  i t
s l e e p  i n  i t  o n  some c o l d ,  a n d  r a i n y  n i g h t  w i t h  a  b l a n k e t  j u s t  l a r g e
enough t o  c o v e r  y o u  a b o u t  h a l f  u p .

!::e h a v e  j u s t  b e e n  h a v i n g  a  " s p e l l  o f  w e a t h e r "  d o w n  i n  t h i s  p a r t
o f  t h e  w o r l d .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a s  c o l d  a s  t h e :  i c y  l a n d s  o f  t h e  f r i g i d  z o n e s ,
and w e  h a v e  b e e n  s e r i o u F l Y  t r o i i b l e d  t o  k e e p  w a r m .  . ' ! e  a l w a y s  h a v e  c o l d
n i g h t s  h e r e  b u t  c o l d  d a y s  a r e  s o m e t h i n v  t h a t  I  a m  n o t  m u c h  u s e d  t o ,  a n d
i t  d o e s n ' t  a r e e  w i t h  m e .

I  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  b u s y  w r i t i n i •  f o r  a  f e w  : l a y s .  i : o t h i l ! v  b u t  r e -
p o r t r  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  i , : u s t e r e d  f o r  h a y  y c r t e r d a y  a n d  o f  c o u n : e  a  l a r g e
number o f  m u s t e r  r o l l s  t o  r a k e  o u t - - f o u r  o f  t h e m  a t  l e a s t .

a p t .  b a k e r  i s  i n  ! : a 2 h v i l l e  s i c k .  I  r e c e i v e d  a  l c - A t e r  f r o r .
him a  f e w  ( ;ay : :  v e t t i n  b e t t e r  a n d  I  t h i n k  w i l l  : l o o n  b e  a b l e
t o  r e j o i n  t h e  R e ! , t .  f : l o  o n e  f r o m  :e1,-1 M i l l i : a n  o f  t h e  ? n i ;

".;pnr;!- h i s  r e a r d s  t o  y o u .

C_rr i t e s i m e n t  ; o o : :  o n  p i c a  l e t  t o - k l o r r o w  1  h a l l  p r o b a b l y  ,7io w i t h
i t  i f  I  ar3 a b l e  t o  ,:.a111'. a n d  I  ( c Y J b t  n o t  l y . t  t h a t  I  1 - h a l l  b e .  a e  t,,o o n
d u t y  e v e r y  f o u r  d a y s .

The f2 .o lone l  l e f t  t h e  f i e i m e n t  a  f e w  d a y s  z . t o  f o r  C o l d w a t e r  a n d  I
pre::uirLe h e  i s  t h e r e  b e f o r e  t h i s  t i m ( .  : : i c k n e s s  i n  h i s  f a m i l y  w a s  t h e
r e a s o n  a 7 . s i r n e d  f o r  ; . o i n ; ' , .  I  s u p p o s e  ( : o b l e n t z  i s  i n  S t u r i s  h a v i n g  a
good t i m e .  I  d o n ' t  a p p r e h ' u v  t h a t  a n y  o f  t h o s e  m e n  who  w e n t  home r e -
e r u i t i n ; •  w i l l  v e r y  l a r g e l y  i n c r e a : - 4 -  t h e  n u m b e r s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c h i ' -an.
'.'herb. i s  : ; r t .  ' . . . ; hoec ra f t  now?  I s  h e  i n  t o w n ?  AT V !  w h a t  i s  h e  d o i n g ?

new- .  A l l  i s  ( n . i r t  a r c p i n e  w.  r r r e r s b o r o :  r a n ' ;  1  ( x p e c t  t h a t  p e a c e  a n d
goo' o r d e r  w i l l  r e i n  a  l o u t  a '  o . . r  .  J -  h e r e .  h a v e  n o w  b u t  o n
o '  1 ) -Le o f  : a p t - . - - t h o - e  w h o  ( w e  o l t  t h ,  n o w .  T h e
r r s t  a r r  a l l  " a p s e n t  s i c k . "





f l c l o r e d  I  s e n ( '  y o u  J e r g t .  1 . 1 1 e r -  p h o t o g r a p h .  H a v e  t h e
k i n d n e s s  t o  p l a c e  i t  i n  t h e  a l b u m .  P h o t o r a p h s  a r e  c h e a p  d o w n  i n  t h i s
r e g i o n  a s  i s  a l s o  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e .  P h o t o j r a p h : :  a r e  w o r t h  o n l y  f i v e
d o l l a r s  p r .  d o z z e n .  i s  a l s o  v e r y  c h e a p .  W e  n a y  o n l y  f r o m  2 5  t o
35 c e n t s  p e r  q u a r t ,  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g . e q u a l l y

Te l l  L ; n e l e  Damon t h a t  a s  s o o n  as .  I  u e t  a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  I  w i l l
answer  t h a t  l a s t   l e t t e r  o f  h i s .  I  w r o t e  2 o u s i n  C y n t h i a  a  d a y  o r  t w o
a90 i n  a n s w e r  t o  a  l e t t e r  I  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  h e r .  S h e  s p o k e  o f  t h e  d r a f t
and a b o u t  t h e  m e n  a r o u n d  t h e r e  p a y i n g ,  t h e i r  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  i n
p r e f e r e n c e  t o  g o i n g  t o  w a r .  I  s h o u l e i n ' t  w o n d e r  i f  I  m a d e  a  f e w  t h r u s t s
t h a t  w o u l d  t e l l  a t  home I  a t  l e a s t  d i d n ' t  f a v o r  t h e  p l a n  o f  p a y i n g
t h e i r  p a l t r y  0 0 0 .  I  s u p p o s e  A u n t  L a u r a  w i l l  b e  o u t  t h e r e  i n  a  s h o r t
t i m e .  I  h o p e  s h e  w i l l  e n j o y  h e r  v i s i t  i n  t h e  " j o l v e r i n e  S t a t e , "  a
S t a t e  I  a m  p r o u d  t o  c a l l  m i n e ,  a n d  o n e  t h a t  w i l l  n e v e r  d i : T r a c e  h e r -
s e l f ,  b y  r a i n i n g  t h o s e  a c c u r s e d  n o t e : , ,  t h a t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  a n y  p l a n : ,
o f  t h e  6 a t i o n a l  G o v e r n m e n t .  R e s p e c t s  t o  a l l  f r i e n d .  L o v e  t o  t h e
f a m i l y  a n d  v i r l s ! !

Yo u r  A f f
! av id

I  w i l l  s e n d  b y  t o - m o r r o w ' s  m a i l  a  Company R e c o r d .  I  c o t  i t  u p
i n  a  h u r r y ;  b u t  t h i n k  i t  i s  " O . K . "

A l s o  s e n d  o n o  t o  U n c l e  Damon.





I n  R e i , i m e n t a l  1 : o s p i t a l  o f
1 9 t h  k i c h .  I n f t y
S e p t e m b e r  1 7 .  P16 .3

Dear  S i s t e r :

F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  I  h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h e  a r m y  a m  I  o b l i g e d  t o
d a t e  my  l e t t e r s  a t  a  h o s p i t a l .  I  h a v e  b e e n  h e r e  s i n c e  T I : e s d a y  l a s t ,  a n d
have b e e n  h a v i n g  a  p r e t t y  s e v e r e  f i t  o f  s i c k n e e e .  I  a m  h o w e v e r  i m p r o v i n v
and s h a l l  s o o n  b e  a l l  r i g h t  a g a i n .  I  s h a l l  r e t u r n ,  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y
t o  m y  Company i n  a  f e w  d a y s .  I  h a v e  b e e n  a  l o n g  t i m e  " c o m i n e  c lown"  a s
t h e y  s a y .  I n  f a c t  I  h a v e  b e e n  s i c k  f o r  f i v e  o r  s i x  w e e k .  T u e s d a y  l a s t
t h e  : s u r g e o n  c o n c l u d e d  t o  h a v e  me  r e m o v e d  t o  h i s  o w n  r o o m  w h e r e  I  a m  n o w ,
f r o m  my  o w n  t e n t  w h e r e  I  h a d  b e e n  u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e .  I  h a v e  b e e n  f a s t i n g
f o r  a  f e w  d a y s .  I  a t e  a  l i g h t  s u p p e r  l a s t  : ; a t u r d a y  n i g h t - - a  w e e k  a g o - -
and t h a t  w a s  t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  t h a t  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  m y  l i p s  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t
F r i d a y  m o r n i n g ,  a b o u t  t e n  o ' c l o c k - - m e d i c i n e - - o f  c o u r s e  e x c e p t e d .  i .  y a p p e -
t i t e  i s  r e t u r n i n g  n o w  a n d  I  t r u s t  I  s h a l l .  s o o n  b e  a b l e  t o  e a t  my  " u s u a l
a l l o w a n c e . "  I t  i s  a  m i g h t y  b i g  t h i n e  t o  h e  r i c k  i n  t h e  a r m y !  b u t  I  c a n ' t
a p p r e c i a t e  i t .  I  h a v e  n o  d e s i r e  f o r  a  f u r t h e r  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  m r .
S i c k n e s s .  H a v e  s e e n  e n o u g h  o f  h i m .  D o n ' t  l i k e  h i m .  I s  n o t  a  g o o d  c o m -
p a n i o n ,  a n d  b e s i d e s ,  a s  t h e  s c h o o l  g i r l ' ;  s a y :  " I  d o n ' t  l i k e  h i m  a n y w a y !
so t h e r e  n o w :

The R e g i m e n t  i s  s t i l l  h e r e  a t  M u r f r e e s b o r o ,  a n d  m a y  s t a y  f o r  a
l o n g  t i m e .  I  t h i n k  h o w e v e r  t h a t  e p o o n d s  u p o n  o u r  s u c c e s s  d o w n  b e y o n d
C h a t t a n o o g a .  I t  h a s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  h a r d  w o r k  t o  d o  n o w .  I  p r e s u m e  t h e
Reg iment  n e v e r  h a d  m o r e  t o  d o  t h a n  e t  p r e v e n t .  O f f i c e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  m e n
a r e  o n  p i c k e t  d u t y  e v e r y  o t h e r  d a y ,  a n d  h a v e  t o  w o r k  h a r d  t h e  n e x t  a b o u t
camp c l ean in ; : , ,  u p  e t c .  H o w  l o n e  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s  w i l l .  l a s t  I  d o  n o t
know; b u t  I  s i n c e r e l y  h o p e  n o t  m u c h  I o n r e r .

The h o u s e  t h a t  I  a m  n o w  i n ,  w a s ,  w h i l e  R a n c c i a n ' s  a r m y  w a s  h e r e ,
the  h e a d q u a r t e n :  o f  C e n .  1 . c r ; ook !  I t  i s  o w n e d  b y  a  : . ; ! I r veon  i n  t h e  R e b e l
a rmy.  T h e  i l o o n e  i s  f u r n i s h e d  a b o u t  n i c e  a n  a n y  t h a t  I  h a v e  s e e n  h e r e
i n  t h e  S o u t h .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  o w n  i t  a n d  h a v e  i t  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  C o l d w a t e r
I t  w o u l d  h r .  w o r t h  r o w N t h i l 4  t h e r e .

Thr  w e a t h e r  h e r e  h a :  h r  e n  v e r y  o l e a ! - : a n t  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  d a y s ;
b u t  wa rm a n d  d u s t y .  ; M i l e  I  are . f ! r i t i n r ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  s l i g h t  : : h o v e r
- ,prunr  " l a i n  l o w "  t h e  d u c t .  I  v i n h  i t  w o u l d  r a i n  f o r  a b o u t  a n
hcr ; r  as_ I  h a v e  n r. ( 1 .  i t  r a i n  s i r e -  I  h a v r  b e e n  h e r e  i n  t h e

I  :...11po:;e o f  c o u r - e  y c v  a r e  h a v i l ,  a  r o o d  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  g l u e  a t
hor,e. [ l o w  i l o r a  l i k e  i t ' f  i  wo1,10 l i k e  t o  b e  t h e r e  f o r  a b o u t  a n
h o u r  t o  h e a r  y o l r  t e e t h  c h a t t e r .  , ! c p  y o u  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  h i d  w h a t
de, i d y ?  N o w  d o  y o , .  l i e  t h e  ! - c h o o l  e t c .

'to.; wro t . ( •  t  1 3.(-- a ;  I . J i h r f ; 3 y  ‘..•orr, Ht .  t , o e r  i  f
yo F-•(:( r  o f  t h r r ,  I : L y  r i . f , p r • e t r,  a r i d  tE•1 t h e n ,  t h a t  1 9 1 1 - 1
i f ;  o r , l i a l  t o  t h r •  1  i  1, c u r r y  r r  p r e  t.,



1



I  h a v e  n o t h i n  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  n e w  L v e r s t h i n g ,  i t  q u i e t  i n  t h e
; f l epar tment .

C a p t .  B a k e r  I  p r e s u m e  h a s  c a l l e d  o n  y o u  b e f o r e  t h i s  t i m e .  H e
wen t  home s o m e  t i m e  a c o  o n  a  " l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e . "  W h e n  h e  r e t u r n s  I
w i s h  y o u  w o u l d  s e n d  m y  w o r k  o n  p h o n o g r a p h y  i f  i t  i s  n o t  l o f : t .  I  c a n ' t
g e t  o n e  h e r e : - - u n l e r s  y o u  o r  some o f  t h e  f a m i l y  a r e  s t u d y i n g  i t .  I
wou ld  a d v i s e  y o u  t o  a s  y o u  h a v e  t i m e .  I t  i s  a  b r a n c h  o f  e d u c a t i o n
t h a t  c o m e s  h a n d y  v e r y  o f t e n .  I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  o f  a n y t h i n f _ ;  e l s e  I  w a n t .
T e l l  F a t h e r  I  w i l l  s e n d  h i m  i n  a  f e w  d a y s - - a s  :7oon  a s  t h e  p a y m a s t e r
comes a r o u n d ,  * 3 0 0 . 0 0 .

W e l l  I  h o p e  t h i s  l e t t e r  w i l l  f i n d  y o u  a l l  w e l l  a n d  i n  t h e  e n j o y -
ment o f  t h a t  p e a c e  w h i c h  t h e  c i t i z e n : 7  o f  t h i s  f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y
know n o t  o f . .

Respec t s  t o  a l l  l ' r i e n c - .  l o w .  t o  t h (  : t a L i l y .  I  w i l l  w r i t e  y o u
a g a i n  i n  a  d a y  o r  t w o .

e h a e  r a h  O i c  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t h i s  m o r n i n g  . b e l o n p . s  t o
Company " P " .

I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  k i n d e s t  o f  t r e a t m e n t  a t  t h e  handy ;  o r
Surgeon  B e n n e t t  s i c e  I  h a v e  b e e n  s i c k ,  a n d  h a v e  t o  t h a n k  h i m  f o r  my
p r e s e n t  c o m f o r t a b l e  o u a r t e r s .

T e l l  u n c l e  ' )an ion t h a t  I  r e c e i v e d  h i s  l e t t e r  b u t  y e s t e r d a y ,  a n d  I
w i l l  a n s w e r  i n  a  d a y  o r  t w o .  T h e  C o l .  h a s  p , o t  b a c k ,  b r i n P i n r .
Champion ( w i f e  o f  o u r  b u t l e r  w i t h  h i m . )

Yo u r  a f f e c t i o n a t e  B r o .





1 9 t h  4 . . i e h i r a n  I n f a n t r y
I n  a m p  a t  t . , u r f r e e s b o r o
j e p t .  ; 6 )

lily _ t e a r  j i s t e r :

A l t h o A c j i  I  h a v e  m a i l e d  y o 6  o n e  l e t t e r  t o - d a y  , a n d  o n e  I  t h i n k  t h e
clay b e f o r e ;  y e t  I  p r o p o s e  a g a i n  w r i t i n g  t o - n i g h t ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  I  h a v e  a n y -
t h i n g  s o e c i a l  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e ,  o r  a n y  " g o o d  a d v i c e "  t o  g i v e ;  b , : t  f o r  t h e
s i m p l e  r e a s o n  t h a t  " I  w a n t  t o , "  a n d  b e c a u s e  I  h a v e  n o t h i n g  s p e c i a l  t o
do t h i s  e v e n i n g .  A n d  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  i s  I  w i s h  t o  k e e p  y o u  b u s y  r e a d i n g
my l e t t e r s  s o  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  n o t  f o r g e t  m e .  I n  my  l e t t e r  o f  d a y  b e f o r e
y e s t e r d a y  I  p r o m i s e d  t o  s e n d  y o u  t h a t  " a m m e r  F r i e n d s . ;  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  b u t
e n t i r e l y  f o r g o t  i t  u n t i l  a f t e r  I  h a d  s e a l e d  a n d  d i r e c t e e  t h e  l e t t e r .  I
w i l l  s e n d  i t  w i t h  t h i s ,  i f  I  d o  n o t  f o r j e t  i t ,  a n d  I  h a r d l y  t h i n k  I  s h a l l ,
as I  h a v e  t h e  " i n s t r u m e n t "  b e f o r e  m e .  B y t h e  w a y  w h a t  w i l l  y o u r  g i v e  m e  t o
w r i t e  y o u  a  f e w  e s s a y s  o n  " S u m m e r  f r i e n d s " .  1  t h i n k  t h a t  a  v e r y  g o o d
s u b j e c t  f o r  a  s o l d i e r  t o  w r i t e  u p o n ,  T h e  - g r i e n d s  t h e  s o l d i e r  m a k e s  h e r o
i n  t h e  S o u t h  a r e  v e r y  l i k e  t h o s e  y o u  d e s c r i b e  i n  y o u r  e s s a y .  L i k e  t h e
f r o s t  o f  t h e  m o r n i n g  t h e y  s o o n  p a s s  a w a y.  I  r e c e i v e d  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  t h e
1 7 t h  ( p r e s u m e  i t  w a s )  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  a n d  n o t h w i t h s t a n d i n g  i t  w a s  n o t  o f
much i m P o r t a n c e ;  y e t  I  w a s  g l a d  t o  ; e t  i t  f o r  I  w a s  q u i t e  a n x i o u s  t o  h e a r
f r o m  h o m e .  I  w a s  g l a d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  A u n t  L a u r a  hard a t  l a s t  a r r i v e d  i n
C o l d w a t e r .  H o w  d o e s  s h e  l i k e  i t .  N o w  I  w a n t  y o . )  t o  b e  v e r y  p a r t i c u l a r
i n  w r i t i n g  me a l l  a b o u t  i t .  O n e - h a l f ,  t h r e e - q  a r t e r s  o r  e v e n  n i n e - t e n t h s
o f  t h e  n e w s  i n  t h i s  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  w i l l  n o t  d o .  I  m u s t  h a v e  t h e  w h o l e .
I  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a  b o o k  womewhere  i n  e x i s t e n c e  t h a t  c o n t a i n s  a  s t o r y
s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t :  ( I  t h i n k  t h a t  b o o k  i s  e i t h e r  t h e  b i b l e  o r
' Jebs te rms O i c t i o n a r y - - I t  h a s  b e e n  s o  l o n g  s i n c e  I  h a v e  s e e n  a  b o o k  t h a t
I  t h i n k  I  w o u l d  h a r d l y  k n o w  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ) .  " O n c e  u p o n  a  t i m e "  ( a l l
s t o r i e s  commence i n  t h i s  w a y ) "  a  c e r t a i n  man  c a l l e d  A n n a n i a s  ( o r  some
o t h e r  j a w - b r e a k i n g  n a m e )  p r e t e n d e d  t o  r i v e  u p  a l l  h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  c o n -
s i s t i n g  o f  l a n d s ,  c a t t l e  e t c .  a n d  w h e n  a s k e d  i f  h e  h a d  r e t a i n e d  a n y t h i n g ,
he a n s w e r e d  " N a y : "  ! l o w  i n  t h o s e  l a y s  w i c k e d  m e n  w e r e  n u n i s h e , i  f o r  t h e i r
s i n s ,  ( w h a t  a  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e r  t h o s e  t i m e s  a n d  o u r s ,  w h e n  t r e a s o n  a n d
t r a i t o r s  s t a l k  t h r o w r h  t h e  l a n C  n n . n i f h e d )  a n d  a  d v i n e  P r o v i c e n c e
i m m e r l i a t e l y  c o n v e r t e d  h i m  i n t o  a  M i l l a r  o f  s a l t "  ( I  w i s h  s o r e  o f  my
_;E:cesh f r i e n d s  d o w n  h e r e  w i t h o u t  ' a l t  ha r t  a  c h a n c e  t o  h e w  a  s l i c e  o f f
t h i s :  p i l l a r )  f o r  t h e  1 ! , e  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t  h e r e a b o u t s .  I  d o n ' t  k n o w
b u t  w h a t  I  h a v e  g o t  t h e  s t o r y  a  l i t t l e  " m i x e d ° .  l ' e r h a p  a f t e r  a l l  h e  w a s
t h e  f e l l o w  t h a t  w a s  t u r n e d  i n t o  a n  o x  a n d  a t e  t h e  g r a s s e s  o f  t h e  f i e l d s ;
and n o  d o u b t  h e  t o o  " p l o , : g h e d  o u t  c o r n "  a n d  d o n e  a l l  s u c h  k i n d  o f  w o r k
w i t h  a  " n i g g e r "  o n  h i s  b a e l :  a n d  a  r o p e  a r o u n d  h i s  h o r n s , - - a s  t h e s e  S o u t h -
e r n e r s  w o r k  t h e i r ' s  a n d  t h e y  t a k e  t h e i r  s t y l e s  a n d  f a s h i o n s  f r o m  t h e
a n c i e n t s .  A h i c h  o f  t h e  t w o  f o r m s  h e  a s s u r e d  I  h a v e  r e a l l y  f o r g o t t e n ,
I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  d e s i r e  t o  k n o w  1  w o u l d  a d v i s e  y o u  t o  c o n s u l t  " o r  Adam
C l a r t ' s  Comment o n  : i p i r i t u a l i s m " ,  a n  i n t e r e s t i  n r  w o r k  p u b l i s h e d  s o m e  y e a r : -
s i n c e .  j e l l ,  n o w  t h i s  l i t t l e  s t o r y  c o n t a i n s  a  m o r a l  a n d  h e r e  i t  i s :
hORAL:-When y o u  a r e  a s k e d  t o  t e l l  a  s t o r y  n e v e r  w i t h h o l d  a  p a r t ;  I y A  t e l l
t he  w h o l e  s t o r y ! ! !

: f e l ]  I  a m  n o t  f e e r i n , ,  v e r y  w e l l  a n d  1  t h i n k  I  h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o  b e  a
l i t t l e  a b u s i v e  t o - n i e h t .  Y o u  w i l l  h a v e  t o  e x c u s e  me f o r  i f  y o u  d o n ' t  I
s h a l l  b e  u n d e r  t h e  n e c e s i t y  o f  w r i t i n g  a l ]  t h e  t i m e  h o m e .

L n c l o s e d  I  e c r u '  y o u  t h e  p h o t o .  o f  o u r  . . ; u r g e o n - - t h e  g e n t l e m a n  w h o
a t t e n d e d  m e  6  1r in1  m y  s i c k n e s s .  h a v e  t h e  k i n d n e  t o  n l a c c  h i m  " a m o n r
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t h e  o f f i c e r s "  a n d  s p e a k i n g  o f  p h o t o s  r e m i n d  m e  t h a t  I  h a v e  n e v e r  r e -
c e i v e d  y o u r s  y e t .  I  b e l i e v e  y o u  p r o m i s e d  i t  t o  m e  " a  l o n g  t i m e  a g o "
Send m e  a n y  o f  my o l C  a c o u a n t a n c e s  p h o t o g r a p h s .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  : - e e
how w h i t e  p e o p l e  l o o k  o n c e  m o r e .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a  l o n g  t i n e  e l  i c e  I  h a v e
seen a n y .

: ! e l l  w h e n  I  s e t  ( :own h e r e  I  d i C n ' t  i n t e n d  t o  w r i t e  m o r e  t h a n  a b o u t
one p a g e ;  b u t  I  h a v e  s u c h  a  n o t i o n  o f  " s t r i n r i n g .  ° I A "  a r i  w e  p r i n t e r s  , :sec:
t o  s a y  a b o u t  l e n g t h y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  t h a t  I  c a n t  h e l p  i t .

G i v e  m y  l o v e  t o  A m t  L a u r a  a n d  t e l l  h e r  t h a t  I  w o i l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  h e r
v e r y  m a c h  b u t  " m y  b o s s "  w a n t  l e t  i r e  l e a v e .

Love t o  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y .  I  e x p e c t  t o  f a l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  t h a t  i A s s
wha ts  h e r  name t h e  f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  o r e s e n t , - !  i t s e l f .

B u t  I  m u s t  c l o s e  m y  l e t t e r  a n d  E o  t o  b e d  a s  w e  e x p e c t  a n  a t t a c k  i n
t h e  m o r n i n g .  H a v e  t o  g e t  u p  a t  t h r e e  o ' c l o c k  a n d  r 7 t o W  i n  " l i n e  o f
b a t t l e "  u n t i l  d a y l  i g h t .

:Jel ]  G o o d  M i g h t  a r o  F l e a a n t

Yo u r  a f f  B r o .
Lar ; ton





j i & f h j i  PRIc. fh)

C h a n g i n g  a s  l i f e  m a y  b e  o f  a l l  t h i n g s ,  c h a n g i n g  a s  s u m m e r  f r i e n d s
t h e  m o s t  p a s s i n g  f o r  t h e  h o u r  o f  p r o s p e r i t y .  s u m m e r  f r i e n d s  c l i n g
a r o u n d  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e i r  a p p a r e n t  a f f e c t i o n  b u t  w h e n  d a r k  c l o u d s
g a t h e r  a r o u n d  t h e  p a t h w a y  o f  t h e  o n c e  h o n o r e d  o n e s  t h e y  l e a v e  t h e m
t o  t h e i r  o w n  s a d  r e f l e c t i o n .  B e h o l d  t h e  m a n  o f  a f f l u e n c e  w h o  h a s
had w e a l t h  a t  h i s  command,  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  a r o u n d  h i m  t o  m a k e  h i m
h a p p y,  w h o  h a s  b e e n  p e r h a p s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l ,  t h e  m o s t
f a s h i o n a b l e  a n d  h a s  b e e n  l o o k e d  T o n  w i t h  e n v y  a n d  a d m i r a t i o n - -
by t h i s  c l a s s  o f  a d m i r e r s .  H e  f e e l s  h o n o r e d  b y  t h e  a t t e n t i o n s  o f
such  o n e s .  T h e y  w i l l  s p e a k  o f  h i m  w i t h  a  r r e a t  d e a l  o f  r e g a r d  a n d
e x t o l  h i s  v i r t u e s  h i g h l y  a l w a y s  t a k i n g  c a r e  t o  m e n t i o n  h o w  g e n t e e l
and f a s h i o n a b l e  h e  i s  a n d  i n  w h a t  s t y l e  h e  l i v e s .  B u t  t a k e  f r o m
him h i E  r i c h e r ,  l e t  h i m  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  h o m e  a f t e r  h o u r s  s p e n t  i n
r e s t l e s s  a n x i e t y  w h e n  t h e  t r u t h  h a s  f i n a l l y  c o m e  t o  h i m  v d t h  o v e r -
w h e l m i n g  p o w e r  t h a t  h e  p e n n y l e s s  t h e n  l e t  h i m  l o o k  a r o u n d  f o r  h i s
f r i e n d s .  W h e r e  a r c  t h e y .  W h e r e  a r e  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  s o  r e c e n t l y
crowded a r o u n d  h i m  w i t h  p r o f e s h e d  a t t a c h m e n t .  T h e y  a r e  g o n e ,  a l l
t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s  o f  r e s p e c t  a r e  b a n i s h e d  f r o m  t h e i r  t h o u g h t ' ; ;  a l l  t h e
a d v a n t a g e  t h e y  h a v e  a i n e d  f r o m  h i r e  f e i g n e d  f r i e n d s h i p  a r e  a l i k e
e f f a c e d  f r o m  t h e i r  m i n d s .  T h e y  f o r g e t  t h a t  s u c h  a  p e r s o n  h a s  e v e r
l i v e d  a n d  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  i t  k n o w n  t h a t  t h e y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  o n e  i n
such h i m b l e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a n d  t h i s  f r o m  m a n  o n c e  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  p r o s -
p e r i t y .  P o p u l a r  f a v o r  t u r n s  t o  r e c e i v e  s y m p a t h y  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f
t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  s o  f r e e l y  l a v i s h e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n s ,  h e  f i n d s  n o t  o n e
r e a d y  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  h a n r.  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  t o  t h e  d i h o o n d i n r  o n e .  I t  i s
t h e s e  h e  f e e l s  h o w  w o r t h l e s s  i s  s c h  c h a n g i n g  f l e e t i n r  f r i e n d s h i p .
A p o e t  h a s  w e n  s . a i d :

- L e t  y o u r  s , ,mmer  f r i e n d s  f r o  b y
L i k e  t h e  s , m m e r  w e a t h e r
F o r  t h e s e  a r e  f r i e n d s ,  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  f l y
.:hen t h e  s t o r m s  d o  r a t h e r "





They h a v e  l e f t  y o u  i n  t h e i r  s o r r o w
To b r a v e  l i f e ' s  s t o r m s  a l o n e

no t h o u g h t  f o r  y o u r  t o - m o r r o w
Yo u r  s e e m i n g  f r i e n d s  h a v e  f l o w n

L i k e  l e a v e s  t h e  w i l d  w i n c h  s c a t t e r
When s u m m e r  d a y s  a r e  o ' e r
So t h e y  w h o  o n l y  f l a t t e r
W i l l  s e e k  y o u r  s i d e  n o  m o r e

The j o y s  y o u ' v e  s h a r e d  t o g e t h e r
Have f a d e d  f r o m  t h e i r  v i e w
The s o r r o w s  o f - - l o v e  f o r e v e r - -
These a r e  f o r g o t t e n  t o o

The g o l d e n  c h a i n  i s  b r o k e n
T h a t - - l i n k e d  y o u r  h e a r t  o f  y o r e
The w o r d s  o f  l o v e  t h e n  s p o k e n
w i l l  c h e e r  y o u r  p a t h  n o  m o r e

They h a v e  l e f t - - y o . )  i n  y o u r  s o r r o w
To b r a v e  t h e  w o r l d  a l o n e
I J i t h  n o  c a r e  f o r  t o - m o r r o w
Yo u r  s e e m i n g  f r i e n d s  h a v e  f l o w n

::mma P .  ' : a s t o n





.19th m i c h i e a n  I n f a n t r y
I n  Gamp a t  i , e r f r e e e b o r o
L iep t .  2 -3 ,  1 '  63

my d e a r  S i s t e r :

I  t h i n k  o f  b u s y i n g  m y s e l f  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i f t e e n  o r  t w e n t y  m i n e t e e  i n
s c r i b b l i n e  a  f e w  l i n e  t o  y o c  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  ( e a r  membere  o f  o e r  f n
and a l t h o u g h  I  d o  n o t  m ) c h  e e p e c t  t o  g i v e  y o e  n e e e ,  o r  e n t e r t a i n  y o e
v e r y  h i g h l y ;  y e t  I  d o  e x p e c t  t o  k e e p  i t  t h i s  " e t 4 . 1 e  o f  w a r f a r e ; "  b y
w r i t i n g  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  p e r  d a y , - - u n t i l  I  h e a r  a  l i t t l e  o f t e n e r  f r o m  h o m e .
On a n  a v e r a g e  I  r e c e i v e  a b o u t  o n e  l e t t e r  e a c h  w e e k  a n d  i f  y o u  t h i n k  I  a m
g o i n g  t o  p u t  u p  w i t h  a n y  s u c h  a r r a n g e m e n t  a s  t h i s  y o u  a r e  " m i g h t y  m i s -
t a k e n "  I  t e l l  y o u  I  w a n t  s t a n d  i t  a n y  l o n g e r .  " I ' l l  f i f h t  f i r s t ! " - -
You n e e d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  b e c a u s e  I  a m  " a w a y  d o w n  L o a t h "  i n  t h e  a r m y ,  I  a m
g o i n g  t o  b e  s e r v e d  i n  t h i s  w a y :  i t  w a n t  d o .  I  d o  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  t h r e a t e n
c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  a s  I  s o m e  t i m e s  h a v e  t o  d o  h e r  i n  t h e  a r m y ;  b u t  I
s h a l l  d o  o n e  o f  t w o  t h i n g s ;  e i t h e r  w r i t e  o f t e n e r  o r  q u i t  w r i t i n g  a l t o -
g e t h e r .  I  h a v e  n o t  a s  y e t ,  f u l l y  d e c i d e d  w h i c h  I  s h a l l  d o .  T h e  f u t u r e
mus t  d e c i d e  f o r  me a s  I  c a n n o t  n o w  d e c i d e  f o r  m y s e l f  i n  a  m a t t e r  o f  FO
g r a v e  a  c h a r a c t e r .

W e l l ,  I  a m  s t i l l  i n  t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e  l i v i n g ,  a n d ,  t o  p a r t i c u l a r i z e ,
" i n  a n d  a r o u n d  M u r f r e e s b o r o  w h e r e  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  b u t  I  s h a l l  s t a y  d u r i n g
my n a t u r a l  l i f e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  " f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  o r  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r , "  4 e 1 1 ,
I  d o  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e  i n  Te n n e s s e e ;  b a t  o f  o n e
t h i n g  I  a m  s a t i s f i e d :  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  w o r s e  o n e  t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  h o t  p l a c e
t h e  p r e a c h e r s  t e l l  u s  m u c h  a b o u t .  S h a d e s  o f  t h e  d a r k e n e d  r e a l m ! !  T h e r e
i s  n o  p l a c e  o n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o n t i n e n t ,  t h a t  I  h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  I  s o  d e t e s t
and d e s p i s e .  U n d e r  a n y  o t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t o  b e  b a n i s h e d  t o  t h e  b u r n -
i n g  s h o r e s  o f  A f r i c a  w o u l d  b e  b l i s s ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  a  " s t a y "  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n
o f  d a r k n e s s  a n d  d e g r a d a t i o n .

H e l l o !  T h e r e  i s  a  c a l l  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  I  m u s t  s t o p  w r i t i n g  a n d
e e t  r e a d y ,  I  w i l l  f i n i s h  a f t e r  i n s p e c t i o n ; .

I n s p e c t i o n  o f  A r m s ,  K n a p s a k s  a n d  Q u a r t e r s  e t c .  b e i n e  o v e r ;  a l s o  t h e
i n n n e c t i n g  o f  a n  " e x c e l l e n t "  s u p p e r  c o n s i e t i n e  o f  b e e f  s o u p ,  b r e a d  a n d
t e a ,  ( w i t h o u t  m i l k )  a n d  b r e a d ,  b e e f  s o u p  a n d  t e a ,  a n d  t e a  b e e f  s o u p  a n d
b r e a d .  I  r e t e r n  t o  my  d e s k  f o r  t h e  o e r p o s e  o f  f i n i e h i l e : ,  m y  l e t t e r  a s
"a  b o v e  e t a t e d , "  h o p i n g  t h a t  y o u  m a y  f i n d  i t s  c o n t e n t s  h i g h l y  i n t e r e s t -
i n e  a n d  i n s t r u c t i v e . - -  H a d  a  v e r y  g o o d  t i m e  o u t  o n  i n s p e c t i o n  t h i s  a f t e r -
noon:  d u s t  a n d  d i r t  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  i n c h e s  d e e p  w h e r e  t h e
l i n e  w a s  f o r m e d ;  b u t  s t i l l  t h e  b e e t  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  c o e n t r y

I  h a v e  b e e n  f e e l i n g  p r e t t y  w e l l  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  a n d  i f  I  k e e p  o n  i m -
p r o v i n g  a s  f a s t  a s  I  h a v e  d o n e  f o r  t h e  l a s t  e i g h t  o r  t e n  h o u r s  I  s h a l l
c a l l  m y e e ] f  w e l l ,  i n  a  r i a y  o r  t w o .  I t  w o e l e n ' t  6 o  f o r  use t o  b e  s i c k  f o r
any g r e a t  l e n e t h  o f  t i m e .  I  e x p e c t  t h i s  w o r l d  w o u l d  s t o p  t a r n i n e  o n  i t s
" h i n g e s "  i f  I  s h o l l d  t a k e  a  n o t i o n  t o  l e a v e  i t  " s o m e  v e r y  f i n e  d a y ! "  B u t
I  h a v e n ' t  a n y  i d e a  o f  d o i n g ,  a n y t h i n g  o f  t h i s  k i n d  y e t  I  c a n  a s s : r e  y o u .





I  a m  o n  d u t y  t o - m o r r o w  h e r e  i n  c a m p  aF; " O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  J a y " .  I t
t h e  f i r s t  e t y  I  h a v e  d o n e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  l i g h t  c o m p a n y  d i t y ,  s A c h  a s
w r i t i n g ,  m a k i n g  r e p o r t s ,  e t c .  s i n c e  t h e  9 t h  i n s t a n t .  I  a m  c o n f i d e n t  o f
be ing  a l ]  r i p h t  h e r e  a f t e r .

l o p e  t h e s e  f e w  l i n e s  w i l l  f i n d  v o l .  w e l l ,  a n d  e n j o y i n v  a l l  t h e
blessITT,3s o f  c i v i l  l i f e .  a r e  I  r m l 2 t  c l o s e ,  I  h a v e  w r i t t e n  m o r e  t h a n  I
i n t e n d e  t o  w h e n  " I  s e t  o - t  i n  t h i s  r o o d  w o r k " .

Love  t o  A o n t  L a u r a  a n t '  a l l  m y  o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  t h e
g i r l s .  2 x p e c t  t o  s e e  y o u  a l l  a f t e r  w e  k i l l  a l l  t h e s e  s o u t h e r n  t r a i t o r
and g e t  t h e m  o o t  o f  t h e  w a y .  I  i n t e n d  t o  c a l l  o n  a  Te n n e s s e e  l a d y  t o -
mor row e v e n i n g ;  b a i t  I  c a n ' t  n o w  a r  I  n m  o n  d u t y .

Good N i g h t
Yo- r  a f f .  B r o .  . a v i d





2nd N e a d q u a r t e r s  C o .  " . f '  1 9 t h  i d c h .  I n f t :
On t h e  f i e l d  n e a r  m c N i n n v i l l e
Nov.  2 ,  1 " , 6 3

' ) e a r  S i s t e r :

C o l .  G i l b e r t  t o - d a y  i n f o r m e d  m e  t h a t  y o , ;  h a d  n o t  h e a r d  f r o m  me  f o r  a
l o n g  t i m e ,  a n d  a s k e d  m e  w h y  i n  t h e  w o r k  I  d i d n ' t  w r i t e .  N o w  I  t h o u g h t
t h a t  a  v e r y  s t r a n g e  a u e s t i o n  t o  a s k  o f  m e .  I  h a v e  w r i t t e n  a t  l e a s t  a s
o f t e n  a s  t w i c e  o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  p e r  w e e k  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  a n d  n o n e  t i m e s  o f t e n
e r .  I f  t h e  l e t t e r s  d o  n o t  r e a c h  y o u  t h e  f a u l t  i s  w i t h  t h e  m a i l  a n d  n o t
m i n e .  I  h a v e  w r i t t e n  y o u  t w i c e  s i n c e  w e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  p l a c e ;  b u t  h a v e
n o t  h e a r d  f r o m  h o m e ,  I  b e l i e v e .  T h e  r e a s o n  I  p r e s u m e  i s  t h a t  o u r  f a c i l i -
t i e s  f o r  g e t t i n g  o u r  m a i l  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d .  W e  h a v e  h a d  o n l y  t w o  o p p o r t u n -
i t i e s  o f  s e n d i n g  l e t t e r s  s i n c e  w e  l e f t  M u r f r e e s b o r o ,  a n d  g o o d n e s s  o n l y
knows w h e n  I  s h a l l  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  : : e n d  t h i s .  Y o i  n e e  ( ) A r  m a i l  h a s  t o  g o
o v e r  f o r t y  m i l e s  b y  m u l e s ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  a l m o s t  a s  d a n g e r o u s  a  c o u n t r y  a s
t h o u g h  i t  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  R e b e l s  t h e m s e l v e s .  R e b e l
" b u s h w a c k e r s "  a r e  h e r e  i n  ( T e a t  a b u n d a n c e ,  a n d  w h e n  a  p a r t y  g o e s  t h r o u g h
t o  t h e  l i n e  o f  R a i l - r o a d s  i t  h a s  t o  b e  a  l a r g e  o n e .  Y o u  m a y  r e s t  a s s u r e d ,
My d e a r  s i s t e r  t h a t  I  w i l l  e m b r a c e  e v e r y  o p p o r t m i t y  o f  w r i t i n g  t o  t h o s e
d e a r  o n e  a t  home t h a t  I  l o v e  s o  w e l l  t h a t  p r e v e n t s  i : e v e r ,  I  h o p e ,
s h a l l .  I  l i v e  t o  n e e  t h e  d a y  w h e n  I  s - h a l l  n o t  b e  r i n d  t o  w r i t e  t o  t h o e  w h o
C i r c l e  a r o u n d  t h e  home  f i r e s i d e .

I  w a s  o n  P i c k e t  y e s t e r d a y  and. h a d  p d t e  a n  e x c i t i n g  t i m e  t o w a r d s  a n d
d r i n g  t h e  n i g h t .  T h e  p i c k e t s  f i r e d  i n t o  a  l o t  o f  R e b e l s  t w o  o r  t h r e e
t i m e s .  I  t o o k  a  g u a r d  a n d  r ; s h e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o o d s  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  d i s c o v e r
t h e  e n e m y.  I f  h e  w a s  t h e r e  h e  t o o k  g r e a t  c a r e  t o  k e e p  o u t  o f  o u r  w a y .
Bushwackers  a r e  h e r e  i n  g r e a t  " a b u n d a n c e "  b u t  I  t h i n k  C o l .  S i l b e r t  w i l l
soon h a v e  t h e m  i n  s u c h  a  f i x  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  d a r e  t o  s h o w  t h e i r  u g l y
and d i s g u s t i n g  f o r m s  a r o u n d  h e r e .  T h e  R e b e l s  a r o u n d  h e r e  t h i n k  h e  i s  a
p r e t t y  h a r d  m a n  t o  d e a l  w i t h .  I  a r r e s t e d  a  man  t h i s  m o r n i n g  f o r  s l e e p i n g
on h i s  p o s t  a n d  p r e f e r r e d  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  h i m .  I t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  o f
t h e  k i n d  t h a t  I  h a v e  d o n e  s i n c e  I  h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  I  c a n
a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  i t  i s  a  v e r y  u n p l e a s a n t  d e t y .  H e  w i l l  b e  t r i e d  b y  a  G e n e r -
a l  C o u r t  P a r s h a l l  a n d  b e r h a p e  h e  s h o t .  I  h o p e  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  I  a m  v e r y
s l e e p y  a n d  t h i n k  I  w i l l  s t o p  w r i t i n g  a n d  c o  t o  b e d .  i d  n o t  g e t  a  w i n k  o f
s l e e p  l a s t  n i g h t .  I  w i l l  f i n i s h  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o r  n e x t  e v e n i n g .

Aednesday n o v .  4 t h  1 9 0

.de h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  temsy m o v i n  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  A r e  n o w  o u a r t e r e d  i n
a g o o d  h o u s e ,  o n l y  i n  a n o t h e r  n a r i  o f  t h e  t o w n .  w e r e  a  l i t t l e  p r o v o k e d
when t h e  o r d e r  came f o r  u s  t o  l e a v e  o i r  c a m p .  : l a d  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  f i r s t
r a t e - o r d e r .  T e n t s  a l ]  f i x e d  u n  i n  ;poor: s h a p e .  1 . 1 1  t h e  b o y s  h a d  w i n d o w s
i n  t h e i r  h o  uses a n d  a  p a r t  o f  t h e m  h a d  e v e n  r l a s s  d o o r s .  A n d  b e s i d e s  t h i s .
we h a d  o 7 r  f o r t  n e a r l y  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  o f  c o a r e e  w e  w o r e  n o t  w e l l  s a t i ; : f i e d
i n  l e a v i n .  e p e c i a l l y  w e  a l l  e u p p o s e d  t h e r e  w a s  a  n e w  f o r t  t o  b e  b  i l t .
The f a c t  o f  t h e  b l i t - i n c - -  i : .  t h e  bo: is.  O r e  n o t  ; I f ; C r  t o  sus!- ,  k i n d  o f  w o r t
and w h e n  t h e y  f o i n r '  t h a t  t h e  l a b o r  t h e y  h a d  s p e n t  i n  b u i l d i n g  i t  w a s  a l l  i t
v a i n  t h e y  w e r e  a b o u t  r i s h e a r t e n e d  a n  o i s c c h . r a e e d .  ( 1 , i t e  a  p a r t y  f r o m  t h e
X, (Fgmpntcp&-c tc ,o t  1 a r . t  n i f , h t  p h  a  s c o H t  u n , ; e r  I h e  cohmand o r  t h e  L i e , , t .  C O :

c a p . t . r i n , -  a n o l e t  t w e l v e  o r  t h i r t e c i i  a  f e w  a r m s  e t c .





and r e t u r n e d  t o  camp  a b o u t  t w e l v e  o ' c l o c k  t o d a y .  B o y s  w e r e  p r e t t y
h u n g r y - - t h e y  h a d  n o t h i n r  t o  e a t  s i n c e  t h e i r  r , i p p e r  t h e  n i r h t  b e f o r e - -
b u t  w e l l  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e i r  " 2 c o u t " .  A  r e p o r t  i s  r i f e  h e r e  t h a t  a  l a r g e
p a r t y  o f  r e b e l s  ( I  c a n n o t  c a l l  t h e m  s o l d i e r s )  a r e  w i t h i n  a  s h o r t  d i s -
t a n c e  o f  t h i s  p l a c e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  s w o r n  t o  r e l e a  se t h e  m e n  w e  c a p -
t u r e d  l a s t  r i D : b t  o r  d i e  i n  t h e  a t t e m p t .  I  e x p e c t  t h e y  w i l l  a l l  h a v e  t h e
p r i v i l e d p e  o f  d y i n g  a s  I  k n o w  t h e y  c a n n o t  r e c a p t u r e  t h o s e  R e b s .  T h e y  a r e
t o o  s t r o n g l y  r u a r d e d  a n d  w e  h a v e  t o o  s t r o n f  a  f o r c e  h e r e  f o r  t h e n :  t o
succeed  i n  a n y t h i n f ,  o f  t h i s ;  k i n d .

I  e x p e c t  w e  : I l a n  c h a r g e  o i l r  q u a r t e r s  i n  a  d a y  o r  t w o .  T h e  r a p t .
and m y s e l f  w i l l  t h e n  h a v e  o n e  o f  t h e  p l e a s a n t e s t  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  t o w n .  e
s h a l l  h a v e  a  w h o l p  h o u s e  t o o u r p e l v e s ,  I  h a v e  n o  n e w s  t o  w r i t e .  W e
send a  t r a i n  t o  L i u r p h e s b o r o t o - m o r r o w  a n d  I  s h a l l  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t n i t y  o f
sem:lin/7 t h i s .  H a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s e n d i n g  l e t t e r s  a b o u t  o n c e  i n  t w o
two o r  t h r e e  w e e k s .  J i l l  w r i t e  e v e r y  o p o o r t i n i t y .  l i a v e  J  1 .  r e c e i v e e
o r i ! e r t ,  t o  h o l d  m y n e l f  s h e  c o m p a n y  r e a d y  t o  m a r c h  a ( , a i n t  t h e  e n e m y  a t
moments w a r n i n p  o r  n o t i e c .

l i e r b e o t  t o  a l l  f r i e w l s  and, l o v e  t o  t h e  f a : c . i l y .  h u n t  L a  I r a  a n d
U n c l e  L e e  i n  L i c h i r a n  y e t .  I f  t h e y  a r e  r i v e  t h e n  my  ) ( D v (  a r . d  t e l l
them I  w i l l  w r i t e  t h e m  b o t h  a s  s o o n  a s  I  L e t  a _ l i t t l e _ t i m c .  : , o n ' t  f o r -
F e t  t o  r i v e  m y  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  0 . r l s .

Yo u r  a f f .  B r o
i , .aston
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Hd. Q r s .  C o  " L "  1 9 t h  M i c h .
W c H i n n i v i l l e ,  Te n n .
l i e c e , b e r  ; 2 ,  1 B 6 3

My D e a r  S i s t e r :

I  r e c e i v e d  t w o  l e t t e r s  f r o m  y o u  d a y  b e f o r e  y e s t e r d a y  a n d  o n e  f r o m
Emogene. I  w a s  a t  M u r f r e e s b o r o .  H a v i n g  b e e n  d e t a i l e d  b y  t h e  i o l o n e l  t o
guard  t h e  p a y m a s t e r  t h r o u g h  f r o m  t h i s  p l a c e .  I  w a s  a l a s  t o  h e a r  f r o m  h o m e
and h o p e  y o u  w i l l  a d h e r e  t o  y o u r  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  w r i t e  a s  o f t e n  a s  y o u  c a n
make i t  c o n v e n i e n t .

I  h a d  a  p r e t t y  r o u g h  t i m e  o n  my  t r i p  t h r o u g h  t o  M u r f r e e r : b o r o .  I t  i s
d i s t a n t  a b o u t  f o r t y - t w o  m i l e s ,  a n d  t h e  r o a d s  a r e  v e r y  b a d .  I t  w a s  d a r k
b e f o r e  I  g o t  t w e n t y  m i l e s ,  a n d  t h e n  t o  m a k e  b a d  m a t t e r s  w o r s e  m y  h o r s e
gave o u t  a n d  a s  t h e r e  w a s  n o  o t h e r  o n e  a l o n g  I  h a d  t o  w a l k  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f
t h e  w a y - - .  I  g o t  i n t o  t o w n  a b o  ! t  o n e  o ' c l o c k ,  a n d  a  m o r e  t i r e d  f e l l o w  n e v e r
l i v e d .  O f  c o u r s e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  o b t a i n i n g  l o d g i n r : s  i n  M u r f r e e s -
b o r o  a t  t h a t  t i m e  o f  n i g h t  a n d  I  h a d  t o  s t a y  o o t  i n  t h e  r a i n .  T h e  n e x t  d a y
I  h a d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  b u s i n e s s  t o  ( l o  a n t i  w a s  e n g a g e d  d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  d a y ;
so y o u  s e e  I  d i d n ' t  e n j o y  m y  t r i p  v e r y  m . : c h .  W e l l  I  c a m e  b a c k  a l l  s a f e  a n e
sound ,  a n d  m a y  n o w  b e  f o u n d  i n  my  o f f i c e ,  p e r c h e d  u p o n  a  h i g h  s t o o l  a n d
s c r i b b l i n g  a w a y  a t  w h a t  I  t e r m  a  l e t t e r .

Now f o r  t h e  n e w s :  C o  " C "  i s  s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e  C o u r t  H o u s e  n o w  w i t h .
I t  came h e r e  y e s t e r d a y .  C a p t .  L i n c o l n ,  L i e u t .  W i n g ,  C a p t .  B a k e r  a n d  m y s e l f '
a l l  m e s s  t o g e t h e r  a n d  a r e  h a v i n g  f i r s t  r a t e  t i m e s .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  t h e
o n l y  c h a n g e  t h a t  w i l l  i n t e r e s t  y o u .  I  h a v e  n o t  c h a n g e d  m u c h  y e t ;  a t  l e a s t
n o t  my  name a n d  I  t h i n k  i t  w i l l  b e  s o m e  t i m e  b e f o r e  I  s h a l l  d o  t h a t ;  a l -
t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  v e r y  p r e t t y  y o u n g  l a d i e s  d o w n  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n .  O n e
r i c h  o l d  f e l l o w  h a s  b e e n  t e a s i n g  me e v e r  s i n c e  I  h a v e  b e e n  h e r e  t o  m a r r y
some s o u t h e r n  l a d y  a n d  c o m e  h e r e  a n d  l i v e .  I  c a n ' t  h a r d l y  s e e  t h e  p o i n t
however  a n d  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  I  w o l d n ' t  l i v e  h e r e  o n e  y e a r  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  S t a t e .

The C a p t .  a n d  m y s e l f  h a v e  b e e n  t a l k i n g  o f  h a v i n g  a  b o x  s e n t  f r o m
home; b u t  h a v e  come t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  w e  w i l l  w a i t  a  w h i l e  l o n g e r - u n -
t i l  a f t e r  New Y e a r ' s  a s  w e  c a n  t e l l  b e t t e r  w h e r e  w e  a r e  : , (D ing t o  b e  s t a t =
i o n e d .

I  wce ! l d  w r i t e  y o u  a  l o n g e r  l e t t e r  b u t  h a v e  s e v e r a l  t o  w r i t e  a n d  t h e
m a i l  l e a v e s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n r .

Good N i g h t
Yo u r  a f f .  B r o .
David

'_nc losed i s  t h e  p h o t o  o f  : 7 ,e rg t .  L a b a t i n  o f  my  Camp.
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1 9 t h  M i c h i g a n  I n f a n t r y
4 c M i n n v i l l e ,  Te n n e s s e e
1;ecember 1 9 t h  " 6 3

£.y D e a r  S i s t e r :

Good a f t e r n o o n  hmma. H o w  d o  y o u  d o ?  ; l o w  i s  t h e  f a m i l y ?  A n d  h o w
does C y n t h i a  a n d  B r y o n  l i k e  M i c h i g a n ?  I  t h i n k  I  h e a r  y o u  s a y  t h a t  t h e y
t h i n k  i t  a  l o v e l y  S t a t e ,  a n d  C o l d w a t e r  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  b e a t i f , J 1  l i t t l e
towns  t h a t  t h e y  e v e r  s a w .  I  r e c e i v e d  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  1 0 t h  i n s t a n t
y e s t e r d a y ;  a l s o  o n e  f r o m  C o u s i n  C y n t h i a  c o n t a i n i n g  h e r  p h o t o g r a p h .  I
s h a l l  w r i t e  h e r  t h i s  e v e n i n g ,  u n l e s s  I  " g o  c a l l i n r "  w i l l  w r i t e  h e r  a t
l e a s t  b e f o r e  t h e  m a i l  l e a v e s .

We a r e  h a v i n g  s p l e n d i d  w e a t h e r  h e r e  n o w ;  a l m o s t  l i k e  o u r  I n d i a n
Summer, i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  a n d  I  a m  e n j o y i n g  i t ,  t o o ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  m y
a b i l i t y .

Our R e g i m e n t  w a s  i n s p e c t e d  t o - d a y  b y  C a p t .  A d a m s , - - o u r  B r i g a d e  I n -
s p e c t o r .  Z v e r y t h i n g  w a s  i n  f i n e  o r d e r .  I n  f a c t  I  n e v e r  s a w  t h e  R e g i m e n t
when i t  l o o k e d  b e t t e r  t h a n  i t  d i d  t o - d a y .

The re  i s  n o  e x c i t m e n t  h e r e  i n  t o w n .  i v e r y t h i n r  a n d  e v e r y b o d y  h a v e
gone i n t o  w i n t e r - Q u a r t e r s .  I  m a n a g e  t o  g e t  a l o n g  v e r y  w e l l ,  h o w e v e r ;
o c c a s i o n a l l y  a  y o u n g  l a d y  s e c e s s i o n i s t  g e t s  p r e t t y  m a d ;  b u t  s h e  s o o n  g e t s
o v e r  i t  a n d  a l l  i s  r i g h t  a g a i n .

I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h o s e  t w o  w o r k s  y o u  s e n t  me- - s u b j e c t  " T h e  New G o s p e l
o f  P e a c e " .  I  h a d  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  o n e  s o m e  t i m e  a g o ;  b u t  t h e  s e c o n d  b o o k
I  h a d  n o t  s e e n  b e f o r e .  I  h a v e  r o a d  t h e m  b o t h  a n d  l i k e  t h e m ;  t h e  a u t h o r ,
whoeve r  h e  m a y  b e ,  i s  a  k e e n  s h r e w d  f e l l o w ,  a n d  d i s p l a y e d  n o  s m a l l  a m o u n t
o f  t a s t e  i n  w r i t i n g  t h e m .  T h e  w o r k s  a r e  s h a r p  a n d  t o  t h e  p o i n t .  g i s
manner  o f  c o n c e a l i n e  names  i s  v e r y  b e a u t i f i l ,  a n d  t h e  b e s t  o f  a l l  i s ,  h e
d e a l s  w i t h  " c o p p e r h e a d s "  a s  h e  o u g h t .

tow i o n s d i d  T h o m a s  ! t o y  i n  L i c h i i a n ' :  I  wo111( l i k e  t o  .` ((-
?:11: v e r y  1:( ! ( i t  t  (  A .  p l . c l o L ) p h  o1.1

%.1.1 r r t t r , ,  1.1,r c o t : l i t ( t _ i

I  ( 'c(! ' 1  L !qp :  LE,t.  v . h o t  1  f h a i l  t a k e  a  n o t i o n  t o  r i v e  t h o s e  f e l l o w s
t h a t  j o i t i f q :  t h o t  (2)1(b o  L ] m d F q _  I  p  i v  t h e  L o m - t t (  o r  s o l e  o t h e r  p a p e r
i n  a  f e w  d a y s .  I  w o n d e r  h o w  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  i t .  I  h a r d l y  t h i n k  t h e  d o s e
w i l l  s e t  w e l l  o n  t h e i r  s t o m a c h s  i f  I  r i v e  i t  t o  t h e m .

I  p r e s u m e  I  s h a l l  w r i t e  y o u  a r a i n  b e f o r e  t h e  m a i l  l e a v e s  a n d  f e e l i n g
v e r y  d u l l  a n d  s t u p i d  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  I  w i l l  b r i n , 7 ,  my  l e t t e r  t o  a  c l o s e .

Love t o  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y  i n c l u d i n g  C o u s i n s  _ ; y n t h i a  a n d  B y r o n .
Yo u r  B r o t h e r
)av id
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1 9 t h  N i c h .  I n f t y
Oecember .  1T g 3 e s s e e

ily D e a r  S i s t e r :

I  h a v e  j u s t  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  m a i l  l e a v e s  h e r e  t o -morrow m o r n i n g  f o r
M u r f r e e s b o r o ,  a n d  I  c a n n o t  r e s i s t  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  w r i t e  t o  t h e  l o v e d  o n e s
a t  home- - t o  t h o s e  who a r e  a s  d e a r  t o  me a s  l i f e  i t s e l f .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
spend C h r i s t m a s  w i t h  y o u - - h a v e  a  g o o d  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  s o c i a l  t i m e - - h e l p  y o u
e a t  t u r k e y ,  c h i c k e n s ,  e t c ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  a t t e n d  C h u r c h ,  a n d  l i s t e n  m a i n  t o
"words o f  wisdom" a s  t h e y  f l o w  f r o m  t h e  mouth  o f  t h e  "man o f  G o d " .  I  d o
not  know w h e t h e r  I  s h a l l  e n j o y  my " C h r i s t m a s "  o r  n o t . - -  B u t  I  r e a l l y
d o n ' t  t h i n k  I  s h a l l .  I  e x p e c t  t o  b e  a s  " l o n e s o m e  a s  lonesome c a n  b e . "
Wel l  a s  I  c a n n o t  b e  t h e r  i n  n e r s o n  j u s t  i m a r i n e  me a t  t h e  t a b ]  e ,  a n d  s h a r e
i n  a l l  y o u r  j o y s  a n d  s o r r o w s .  I  e x p e c t  i f  I  l i v e  t o  s e e  a n o t h e r  C h r i s t m a s
I  s h a l l  b e  a t  Home. T h e n  I  w i l l  make  f o r  a l l  t h e  p r i v a t i o n s  I  h a v e
been s u b j e c t e d  t o  h e r e  i n  t h e  a r m y.  I  h a v e  b e e n  t h i n k i n r  o f  home s o  much
to- d a y  t h a t  I  a l m o s t  b e l i e v e  I  a m  b e c o m i n g  h o m e s i c k ,  a n d  y e t  I  k n o w  i t  i s
v e r y  f o o l i s h ,  t o  s a y  t h e  ] e a s t .  P e r h a p s  a n o t h e r  y e a r  and  a  h a l f  t o  s t a y
i n  t h e  a r m y.  H o w  l o n e  i t  seems .  H o w  s l o w l y  t i m e  p a s s e s  a w a y.  S o m e t i m e s
I  a m  a l m o s t  d i s c o u r a g e d  a n d  d i s h e a r t e n e d  b e c a u s e  t h i s  p o n d e r o u s  " m i l i t a r y
machine" moves n o  f a s t e r .  Y e t  I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  I  h a v e  e v e r  r e g r e t t e d  e n t e r -
i n g  t h e  a r m y - - c e r t a i n l y  n o t  i n  my s o b e r  moods,  f o r  I  k n o w  o u r  c a u s e  i s
h o l y  a n d  j u s t ,  a n d  t h a t  j u s t i c e  m u s t  p r e v a i l .

L i e u t .  W i n e  t o - d a y  handed  m e  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  y o . ,  a n  m o t h e r  I h  s o m e  t i m e
i n  November— a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  S e r e t .  B r y a n  i n t e n d e d  s t a r t i n t ,  f o r  t h e
h e t i m e n t .  I  w a s  c l ;Jd  t o  g e t  i t  a n d  h o p e  y o u  v i . l  .l n o t  f a i l  t o  w r i t e  me a h
o f t e n  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t i m e s  p e r  w e e k .  T h e y  w i l l  r e v i v e  t h e  ( s o m e  t i m e s )
drooping s p i r i t s  o f  yov. r  s o l d i e r  b r o t h e r .  t .  s o l d i e r  p r i z e s  a b o v e  a l l
t h i n g s  t h o s e  k i n -s r e g a r d s  f r o m  home.  I  b e l i e v e  t h e y  make  u s  b e t t e r  men ,
b e t t e r  s o l d i e r s ,  a n d  b e t t e r  p a t r i o t s  a n d  b r o t h e r s .  T h e y  make u s  b e t t e r
to command a n d  b e t t e r  t o  o b e y  t h e  commands o f  t h o s e  p l a c e d  o v e r  u s .

I  s h a l l  commence w r i t i n g ' ,  a  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t  i n  a  f e w  d a y s .
Expect  t o  p u b l i s h  i t  m y s e l f  when I  v e t  home.  : x p e c t  I  s h a l l  s e n d  y o u  t h e
manuscr ip t  t o  c r i t i c i z e .  n o w  w o . d c  y o u  l i k e  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  c r i t i c ?

I  h a v e  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  news ,  a n d  a s  a  f i t  o f  t h e  " b l u e s "
has s e t t l e d  o n  me f o r  t h e  p a s t  d a y  o r  t w o  I  w i l l  s u b s c r i b e  m y s e l f .

Yo l r  A f f e c t i o n a t e  B r o t h e r
) . J .  E a s t o n





q.off s a o p  a Tu u T N

G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l
Tenessee

Feby 1 4 ,  1 9 6 4

My D e a r  S i s t e r s

Yo u r  l o n g  l e t t e r  o f  J a n u a r y  9 t h  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  C o u s i n  C y n t h i a ' s  o f
t h e  3 0 t h  I  r e c e i v e d  l a s t  n i g h t .  I  n e e d  n o t  t e l l  y o u  o f  t h e
p l e a s u r e ,  t h e  j o y ,  t h e  h a p p i n e s s  i t  g i v e s  m e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  home f r o m  t h o s e
who a r e  s o  d e a r  t o  m e .  I  h a v e  r e p e a t e d  t h e  s a m e  s t o r y  m a n y  t i m e s ;  a n d
y e t  i t  i s  a  s u b j e c t  u p o n  w h i c h  I  l o v e  t o  l e t  m y  m e m o r y  l i n g e r .  I  l o v e  t o
p i c t u r e  t o  m y s e l f  a l l  t h e  j o y  a n d  p l e a s u r e s  t h a t  c l u s t e r  a r o u n d  t h e  home
c i r c l e ,  t o  l a u g h  w h e n  a l l  h e a r t s  a r e  l i r h t  a n d  g a y ,  a n d  w e e p  w h e n  s o r r o w
comes t o  b l i g h t  t h e  p u r e  , j o y  o f  t r u e  a n d  h a p p y  h e a r t s .

I  a m  s t i l l  e n j o y i n g  t h e  l u x u r i e s  o f  a  h o s p i t a l  a n d  k n o w  n o t  h o w
much l o n g e r  I  s h a l l  s t a y  h e r e .  I  a m  g a i n i n g ,  b u t  v e r y  s l o w ,  a n d  i t  m a y
be s o m e  t i m e  b e f o r e  I  s h a l l  a g a i n  b e  a b l e  t o  r e s u m e  m y  d u t i e s  w i t h  m y
Company. I  h a v e  e v e r y  t h i n g  h e r e  t h a t  I  c o u l d  w i s h  f o r ,  e x c e p t  r o o d
h e a l t h .  O u r  l i v i n g  i s  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I  h a v e  h a d  s i n c e  e n t e r i n g  t h e  a r m y .
Warm b i s c u i t s  a n d  h o n e y  f o r  t e a ,  - o n l y  t h i n k  o f  i t -  s o m e t h i n s ,  I  c a n
a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  t h e  s o l d i e r  C o e s n ' t  o f t e n  a e t .

There  i s  q u i t e  a n  e x c i t m e n t  among  t h e  c i t i i . e n s  t o - d a y ,  o c c a s i o n e d
by a  r e p o r t  h a v i n g  b e e n  p u t  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ( . : o r g a n  o r
W h e e l e r  o r  some o n e  e l s e  i s  m a r c h i n g  o n  t h i s  p l a c e  w i t h  a  h e a v y  f o r c e .
I  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  a n y  t r u t h  i n  t h e  r u m o r  o r  n o t .  I n d e e d  I
have n o t  e v e n  t a k e n  t h e  p a i n s  t o  a s k  a n y  o n e  w h o  w o u l d  b e  l i k e l y  t o  k n o w
a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  I f  t h e y  come  I  e x p e c t  t h e y  w i l l  m e e t  w i t h  a  w a r m  r e -
c e p t i o n  f r o m  b o t h  s o l d i e r s  a n d  C i t i z e n s ,  a l t h o . A r h  i n  a  f a r  d i f f e r e n t  w a y
and s t y l e .  O n e  w i l l  b e  a  m i l i t a r y  r e c e p t i o n ;  t h e  o t h e r  a  R e b e l  s y m p a t h i z -
i n g  r e c e p t i o n - - q u i t e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .  I f  w e  h a v e  m u c h  o f  a  f o r c e  t o  c o n t e n d
w i t h  I  f e a r  f o r  t h e  r e s u l t .  I  d o  n o t  l i k e  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  o u r  f o r c e s
h e r e  a t  a l l .  W e  c a n  p r o b a b l y  w h i p  a  f o r c e  t w o  o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  o u r  o w n
number a s  w e  n o w  a r e ;  b u t  I  t h i n k  i n  o s r  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  we  c a n  w h i p  a
f o r c e  t h a t  t h e  R e b e l s  w o u l d  b e  l i k e l y  t o  s e n d  a g a i n s t  u s .  W e l l  t i m e  a l o n e
can s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m .

As I  a m  w r i t i n g  t h i s  t h e  s o f t  s w e e t  m u s i c  o f  t h e  H o s p i t a l  i s  g e n t l y
w a f t e d  t o  m y  l i s t e n i n g  e a r s .  W o u l d  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h a t  m u s i c  i s  I  w i l l
t e l l  y o u ,  t i s  t h e  g r o a n s  o f  t h e  s i c k  a n d  w o n n d e d .  T h e  s u r g e o n  i s  p e r f o r m -
i n g  a n  a m p u t a t i o n ,  a n d  h e  i s  m a k i n g  m o r e  f u s s  t h a n  a  l i t t l e .  B u t  a s i d e
f rom t h i n  w e  d o  h a v e  some g o o d  s i n g i n g  h e r e .  T h e  s u r g e o n  w i t h  t h r e e  o r
f o u r  o f  h i s  n u r s e s  g e t  t o g e t h e r  n e a r l y  e v e r y  e v e n i n g  a n d - - t h e n  t h e   music
s u f f e r s ! !

I t  h a s  b e e n  r a i n i n g  n e a r l y  a l l  d a y ,  a n d  j u d g i n g  f r o m  a p p e a r a n c e s  w e
w i l l  n o w  h a v e  a  l o n g  " s p e l l  o f  w e a t h e r "  t o  make  u p  f o r  t h e  b e a u t i f u l
w e a t h e r  we h a v e  b e e n  h a v i n g  h e r e  t h i s ,  w i n t e r .

4e11 ,  n o w  a b o u t  m i s s  I  h a v e  b e e n  h a v i n g .  a  r c s u l a r j o l i f i c a -
t i o n  o v e r  y o u r  s u g g e s t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h e r .  I f  I  h a p p e d  t o  s p e a k  o f  a
l a d y  f r i e n d  d o w n  h e r e  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  t o  w h a t  r a g e  y o u  s u p p o s e  t h a t  I  h a v e
f a l l e n  d e s p e r a t e l y  i n  l o v e  w i t h  h e r .  P e r h a p s  i t  i s  s o m e t h i n a  n e w  s o m e -
t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  r o t t e n  s p  s i n c e  t h e  w a r .  I f  t h a t  i s  s o  o f  c o u r s e  I
know n o t h i n g ;  a b o u t  i t .  s o ,  I  l i k e  h e r  v e r y  w e l l  a s  a  f r i e n d ;  n o t h i n g
more.  I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  I  s h a l l  h o n o r  ( ? )  a n y  s o s t h e r n  l a d y  b y  a l l o w i n g  ( ? )
h e r  t o  w e a r  my  n a m e ; - - n o t  a t  a l l ;  as ,  o n e  o f  my  b o y s  s a y s ;  I  u n d e r s t a n d





m i l a d y  t o o  w e l l .  I f  I  s h o u l c '  u p o n  s e r i o  r e f l e c t i o n  c o n c l u d e  t o  p e t  a
s i s t e r  f o r  y o u  d o w n  h e r e  i n  ' A x l e  I  s h a l l  c e r t a i n l y  g i v e  y o  » d u e  n o t i c e .

The l o w ,  f i l t h y  h a b i t  o f  " d i p p i n g "  i s  a l m o s t  u n i v e r s a l  h e r e  i n  t h e
S o u t h .  I n  t h i s  t o w n  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  t e n  y o  tr ig l a d i e s ;  t h a t  d o  n o t
" d i p " ,  a n d  b e s i d e s  t h i s ,  a  g r e a t  many  o f  t h e m  c h e w  t o b a c c o  a n d  1 :moke .  I
have become  p e r f e c t l y  d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  i t .  A  l o t  o f  l a d i e s  c a m e  i n t o  m y
o f f i c e  o n c e  w h e n  I  w a s  o n  p r o v o s t  d a t y  a n d  commenced " d i p p i n g "  a n d  s p i t t -
i n g - - o v e r  t h e  f l o o r .  I  b o r e  i t  a s  l o n g  a s  I  c o u l d  a n d  t h e n  v e r y  p o l i t e l y
i n f o r m e d  t h e m  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  c o n f e r  a  g r e a t  f a v o r  u p o n  me  i f  t h e y  w o u l d
e i t h e r  g o  t o  t h e  d o o r  o r  f i r e p l a c e  t o  e j e c t  t h e i r  t o b a c c o  j u i c e .  W e l l ,  t h e
u p 2 h o t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  w a s ,  t h a t  t h e y  r o t  p  a n d  l e f t  t h e  o f f i c e  a b o . i t  a s
q u i c k  a s  t h e y  c o u l d ,  n o  d o u b t  c u r s i n L ,  me  a n d  Ya n k e e  c r u e l t y .  I  d o  n o t
know w h a t  I  s h o u l d  b e  t e m p t e d  t o  d o  i f  o r i e  o f  my s i ! - ; t e r s  : : h o  . l 6  a d o p t
t h i s  f i l i t h y  f a s h i o n  o f  S o u t h e r n  C h i v ; : d r y .  I  e x p e c t ,  g o  o f f  Z',1-1( h a t e
m y s e l f  t o  d e a t h .  B u t  I  h a v e  n o  f e a r s  o f  t h t .  T h e y  a r e  s e n F : i b l e  g i r l s ,
and w o l d  s c o r n  a  p r a c t i c e  s o  l o w ,  s o  v i l e ,  s o  d e r r a d i n g  t o  t h e m s e l v e s
and t o  s o c i e t y .

I  h e a r d  f r o m  S a r g t  T A l m a n  t o d a y .  i s  i n  E a s t  Te n n e s s e e  a n d
w e l l .  D o  y o u  k n o w  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  a d d r e s s  o f  my  o l d  f r i e n d ,  G e o .  A
R a n d a l l ?  ( h e  i s  n o  r e l a t i o n  o f  T h e  R a n d a l l ' s  t h a t  l i v e  i n  C o l d w a t e r . )
He w e n t  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  I  e n t e r e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  a n d  I  l o s t  h i s
a d d r e s s .

W r i t e  o f t e n  a n d  l o n E  l e t t e r s .  R e r , a r d s  t o  a l l  f r i e n d s .  A c c e p t  h a l f
a d o z e n  k i s s e s  f r o m

Yo u r  a f f e c t i o n a t e  B r o t h e r
D . J .  l a s t o n
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G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l
M c n n n v i l l e ,  T e n n .
Feby 2 2 ,  l r 6 11 ,

)ear

No d o u b t  y o u  a r e  a n x i o u s l y  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  m e ,  a n d  a s  I
do n o t  l i k e  t o  d i s a p p o i n t  a n y  o n e  I  w i l l  w r i t e  y o u  o n e  t o - n i g h t ,  a s  I
have a  c h a n c e  t o  s e n d  m a i l  t o - m o r r o w.  I  r e c e i v e d  t w o  l e t t e r s  f r o m  y o e
t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  o n e  o f  t h e  q t h  t h e  o t h e r  o f  t h e  1 3 t h  a l s o  o n o  f r o m  ,_:•a_isin
BY lon  a n d  U n c l e  : a m o n ,  a n o t h e r  f r o m  a  yo,:r1,7, l a y  i n  C h i o  a n  a n o t h e r  f r o m
a y o u n r  l a d y  i n  K e n t u c k y ;  a n d  s e v e r a l  f r o m  m y  f r i e n d s  i n  t h (  a r m y .  I  h a v e
answered t h e m  a l l ,  e x c e p t  U n c l e  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  a n d  e v e r i n g - - t h i r t e e n
i n  a l l .  Y o u  m a y  i m a g i n E  I  a m  a b o - i t  " p l a y e d  o u t "  s o  f a r  a s  w r i t i n g  i s  c o n -
c e r n e d  s o  I  t h i n k  I  w i l l  c o n t e n t  m y s e l f  b y  a n s w e r i n g  s o m e  o f  y o u r  q u e s t i o n :
:1e11, I  w i l l  t u r n  o v e r  t h e  l e t t e r  a n d  s e e  w h a t  i s  w a n t e d .  , . Q u e s t i o n  N o .  1
i s  a b o u t  my  g o i n g  h o m e .  W e l l  n o w ,  I  a m  r e a l l y  s o r r y  t h a t  G e n e r a l  T h o m a s
d o e s n ' t  a g r e e  w i t h  y o u ;  b u t  a s  h e  h a s  s e e n  f i t  t o  d i f f e r  I  p r e s u m e  I  s h a l l
s t a y  h e r e  f o r  some t i m e  y e t ,  i n  f a c t  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  b u t  w h a t  I  s h a l l  t a k e
up m y  r e s i d e n c e  h e r e  O u r i n y  t h e  %var. (  n n l e t ;  s o o n e r  k i l l e d ) .  T h e  c o l o n e l
o f  a  R e g i m e n t  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  g r a n t i n g ,  "  l e a v e s  o f  a b s e n c e "
e x c e p t  t o  a p p r o v e  o r  d i s a p p r o v e  t h e m ,  a l t h o u g h  i f  t h e y  a r e  d i s a p p r o v e d  b y
him t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  g o  u p  a l l  t h e  w a y  i n  t h e  s a m e  f i x .

Q u e s t i o n  N o .  2  r e l a t e s  t o  m a r r i a g e .  A g a i n  I  a m  s o r r y  t h a t  I  c a n n o t
accommodate y o u ,  e v e n  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  g o i n g  h o m e .  I  a m  n o t  p r e p a r e d
(as  t h e  s c h o l a r s  u s e d  t o  s a y  i n  s c h o o l  w h e n  c a l l e d  o n  t o  r e a d  c o m p o s i t i o n s )
t o  a s s u m e  t h e  c a r e  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a  f a m i l y ,  I  e x p e c t  t o  l i v e  i n
" s i n g l e  b l e s s e d n e s s "  a s :  t h e  g i r l s  s a y )  a l l  m y  l i f e ,  a n d  d e v o t e  i t  t o
t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  my d e a r  s i s t e r s .  N o w  d o n ' t  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  a  g r e a t  d e a l
b e t t e r  t h a n  b e i n g  e t e r n a l l y  c h a i n e d  t o  s c o l d i n g ,  f r o t f d l  w i f e .  e t  c o u r s e
you d o  a n d  s o  d o  I ,  a n d  s o  d o e s  e v e r y b o d y  g i f t e d  w i t h  common s e n s e .

Q u e s t i o n  N o .  3  r e f e r s  t o  t , i i n n i e .  Y e s  s h e  i s  a  g o o d  p e r f o r m e r  o n  t h e
p i a n o  b u t  s h e  d o e s  n o t  s i n g .  E i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h a t  y o u n g  o f f i c e r  w h o  i s
p a y i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h a t  q u a r t e r  I  a m  s o r r y  t h a t  I  c a n n o t  g i v e
you h i s  n a m e .  Y o u  w o u l d  n o t  p r o b a b l y  k n o w  h i m  i f  I  s h o u l d  t e l l  y o u ,
s u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  ( a n  t h e  s t o r y  t e l l e r : :  s a y )  h e  h a s  n e v e r  l i v e d  i n  C o l d -
w a t e r .  r o w  I  h o p e  y o u  . - . e  i u  L r e  y o u  n o t ?

I  t h i n k  y o u r  0 1 : e e t i o n s  a r e  n o w  a l l  a n s w e r e d ,  a n d  n o w  I  t h i n k  I  s h a l l
have t o  s a y  a  w o r d  a b o u t  m y s e l f ,  a s  I  a m  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p e r s o n a g e  i n
t h i s  e p a r t m e n t  ( a t  l e a s t  I  t h i n k  s o )  I  t h i n k  I  a m  s o m e  b e t t e r  n o w ;  b u t
am n o t  y e t  f i t  f o r  s e r v i c e  b y  a n y  m e a n s ,  a n d  i t  m a y  b e  a  l o g ;  t i m e  b e f o r e
I  s h a l l  b e .  I  a m  q u i t e  a n x i o u s  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  H o s p i t a l ,  f o r  t o  s a y
t h e  l e a s t ,  i t  i s  m i g h t y  d u l l .  I f  I  a m  n o t  f i t  f o r  d u t y  w h e n  t h e  S p r i n g
Campaign o p e n s  I  t h i n k  I  s h a l l  r e s i g n  a n d  c o  h o m e .  I  d o  r i o t  p r o p o s e
s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  i f  I  a m  n o t  a b l e  t o  d o  d u t y  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  a n d  I
w i l l  n o t  l a y  a r o u n d  a  H o s p i t a l  a l l  s u m m e r.

I  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  A u n t  L a u r a  a n d  U n c l e  J o h n  t o - d a y  c o n t a i n -
i n E  t h e i r  p h o t o g r a p h s .  U n c l e ' s  I  t h i n k  i s  v e r y  n a t u r a l - - a t  l e a s t  a s  h e
used t o  l o o k ; - - b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  seem t o  me  t h a t  A u n t ' s  i s  n a t e r a l .  I  a m
i m p a t i e n t l y  w a i t i n g  f o r  F a t h e r  a n d  H o t h e r ' s .  I  h o p e  t h e y  i l l  s e n d  t h e m
as s o o n  a n  t h e y  ! , e t  t h e m .
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I  h a v e  n o  n e w s  t o  w r i t e  y o u  t o - n i t ' h t .  ! v e r y t h i n p ,  i s  q : l i e t  i n  t h i s
s e c t i o n .

Love t o  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y  i n c l  i t  ing, ( ; o u r  i n s  L .  a n d  C .  / 1 r 1  to  m e  a s
o f t e n  a s  y o u  c o n v e n i e n t l y  c a n .

Yo u r  a f f .  B r o t h e r
: ' . J .  E a s t o n





1 9 t h  k i c h i g a n  I n f t y
M c M i n n v i l l e ,  Te n n .
March  2 0 ,  1 f t 4

My D e a r  S i s t e r :

I  r e c e i v e d  a  c o u p l e  o f  l e t t e r s  f r o m  y o u  t o - c l a y  a n d  w a s  v e r y  g l a d  t o
h e a r  f r o m  y o u .  W e  n o w  g e t  o u r  m a i l  h e r e  a b o u t  o n c e  i n  t e n  d a y s ,  a n d  y o u
may i m a g i n e  t h a t  o u r  m a i l  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  l u x u r y  i n d e e d .  M y  h e a l t h  i s  a
g r e a t  d e a l  b e t t e r  n o w.  I  a m  n o w  o n  d u t y  w i t h  m y  c o m p a n y  a n d  g a v e  t h e m  a
p r e t t y  e x t e n s i v e  d r i l l  y e s t e r d a y  a f t e r n o o n .  I  p u t  t h e  c o m p a n y  t h r o u g h  a
few  n e w  movemen ts  i n  t h e  s k i r m i s h  d r i l l  o n  t h e  p u b l i c  s q u a r e ,  a n d  a s  I
had a  p r e t t y  l o n g  l i n e  i t  r e q u i r e d  s o m e  p r e t t y  l o u d  t a l k i n g  t o  9 i v e  t h e
commands s o  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  h e a r d  b y  t h e  e n t i r e  l i n e .  0  c o u r s e  I  h a d
a g o o d  m a n y  s p e c t a t o r s ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  m a d e  t h e  r e m a r k  t h a t
t h e y  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  I  w o u l d  d i e  w i t h  t h e  c o n s u m p t i o n  v e r y  s o o n .  W e l l  t h e
f a c t  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  i s ,  I  d o  i n t e n d  t o  l i v e  a  y e a r  o r  t w o  l o n g e r ,  u n l e s s
I  s h o u l d  a c c i d e n t a l l y  g e t  m y  h e a d  s h o t  o f f  b y  s o m e  s t r a y  R e b e l  b u l l e t .

We h a d  q u i t e  a n  e x t e n s i v e  s n o w  s t o r m  a  d a y  o r  t w o  a g o .  I t  c a m e
t h i c k  a n d  f a s t  f o r  a b o u t  a  c o u p l e  o f  h o u r s  a n d  t h e n  v a n i s h e d  e q u a l l y  a s
q u i c k .  T h e  w e a t h e r  i s  n o w  q u i t e  w a r m  a n d  p l e a s a n t .

A n o t h e r  o f  o u r  men  r e c r u i t s  d i e d  a  d a y  o r  t w o  a g o  m a k i n g  t h r e e  w e
have l o s t  o u t  o f  t w e n t y - e i g h t .  I  t h i n k  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t h e m  a r e  a l l  r i g h t ,
o r  w i l l  b e  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  b e c o m e  a c c l i m a t e d .  T h e  g r e a t  t r o u b l e  w i t h
r e c r u i t s  i s ,  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  a p t  t o  d i e  b e f o r e  t h e y  g e t  u s e d  t o  t h e  r o u g h
f a r e  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r ' s  l i f e .

I  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  2 n d  L t .  C o b l e n t z  t o - d a y .  H e  w r i t e s  m e
t h a t  h e  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  R e g i m e n t  s o o n ;  a l s o  t h a t  h e  w o u l f !  c a l l  a n d  s e e
you  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g .  I  a m  g l a d  h e  n o w  h o l d s  a  c o m m i s s i o n  f o r  h e  i s
w o r t h y  o f  i t ,  a n d  I  k n o w  h e  i s  t o  h i g h - t o n e d  t o  e v e r  d i s g r a c e  h i s p a r c h m e n t
o r  t h e  n o b l e  S t a t e  t h a t  s e n t  h i m  t o  t h e  f i e l d .

I  h a v e  n o  n e w s  t o  w r i t e .  E v e r y t h i n g  i s  o u i e t  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  a t
p r e s e n t .

Yo u r  l e t t e r  r e m i n d e d  m e  t h a t  i t  i s  " l e a p  y e a r . '  R e a l l y  i t  i s  t h e
f i r s t  t i m e  I  h a d  t h o u g h t  o f  i t .  W e l l  I  e x p e c t  t h e  g i r l s  o f  c o u r s e ,  w i l l
t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  i t .  I t  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  t h e i r  r i g h t  a n d  w h y  s h o u l d n ' t  t h e y .
I  c e r t a i n l y  s h a n ' t  o b j e c t  t o  i t  i n  a n y  c a s e  e x c e p t  i n  t h a t  o f  my  o w n
d e o ,  s i s t e r s ,  a n d  I  k n o w  t h e y  h a v e  s e n s e  e n o u g h  t o  t r o u b l e  g e n t l e m e n  w i t h
any s u c h  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  f o o l i s h  n o t i o n s . . I f  M i s s  A l n a , o r  a n y  o t h e r  m i s s ,
chooses  t o  r u n  a f t e r  c e r t a i n  y o u n g  m e n ,  w h y  s h o u l d  y o u  o r  I  t r o u b l e  o u r -
s e l v e s  a b o u t  t h e m .  T h e  f a u l t ,  i f  f a u l t  i t  i s ,  i s  t h e i r  o w n ,  a n d  t h e y
a l o n e  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t .  T h i s  i s  a  m a t t e r ,  o f  c o u r s e  w h e r e  e a c h
p e r s o n  h a s  a n  o p i n i o n  o f  h i s  o w n ,  a n d  i f M s .  H o r t o n  a n d  l i i s s  A i n a  a r e  s a t i s -
f i e d  w i t h  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  I  k n o w  o f  n o  r e a s o n  w h y  t h o s e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d
s h o u l d  t r o u b l e _  t h e m s e l v e s  a b o u t  i t .

I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  U n c l e  uamon w a s  q u i t e  n i c k ,  a l t h o u c h  n o t  t h e
p a r t i c u l a r , :  o f  h i s  i l l n e s s .  ' ; ! h e n  y o u  w r i t e  me l e t  me  k n o w  a b o u t  i t .





I  w i s h  y o u  w o u l d  a s k  f a t h e r  t o  s e n d  m e  a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s ,
as I  a m  n e a r l y  o u t  o f  m o n e y.  I  c o u l d  g e t  i t  h e r e  i n  t h e  R e g i m e n t  b u t
t h e  o f f i c e r s  a r e  s o m e  l i k e  m y s e l f - - o u t .  I t  h a s  b e e n  s o m e  t i m e  s i n c e  w e
have s e e n  t h e  P a y m a s t e r ,  a n d  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  s o m e
t i m e  b e f o r e  h e  w i l l  b e  a r o u n d  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  a g a i n .  i i e  i s  n o w  o w i n g  u s
f i v e  m o n t h s .  I  t h i n k  h e  h a d  b e t t e r  e n d  i t  b y  m a i l ,  a n d  i n  a b o u t  t w o
l e t t e r s .  I f  h e  h a s n ' t  i t  h a n d y  t e l l  h i m  n o t  t o  r e n d  i t .

C o l .  B a k e r  s e n d s  h i s  r e g a r d s  t o  y o u  a l l .

Love  t o  t h e  f a m i l y
Yo u r  a f f e c t i o n a t e  B r o t h e r
J . J .  E a s t o n

I  h a v e  j u s t  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  1 1 t h  a r m y  c o r p s  t o  w h i c h  o u r  R e g i -
ment  i s  a t t a c h e d ,  i s  o r d e r e d  t o  t h e  a r m y  o f  t h e  P o t o m i e ,  i f  t h a t  i s  t h e
case  o f  c o u r s e  I  m u s t  g o .





Co " A "  1 9 t h  M i c h i g a n  I n f t y
Near  C h a t t a n o o g a ,  Te n n e s s e e
A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 R 6 4

My D e a r  S i s t e r :

S ince  l a s t  I  w r o t e  y o u  I  h a v e  b e e n  q u i t e  a  t r a m p .  W e  a r r i v e d
a t  t h i s  p l a c e  t h i s  f o r e n o o n ,  a s  " f a t i g u e d "  a  s e t  o f  b e i n g s  a s  y o u  h a v e  l a t e .
l y  s e e n  I ' l l  w a r r a n t  y o u .  I  w i l l  n o t  g i v e  y o u  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  o u r  m a r c h
from B r i d g e p o r t  t o  t h i s  p l a c e ,  a s  I  c o u l d  b u t  r e p e a t  t h e  w o r d s  o f  a r m y
cor respondents  f o r  a l m o s t  a l ) .  t h e  p a p e r s  i n  t h e  n o r t h - - s u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y
t h a t  we  w e n t  t h r o u g h  w i t h  f a r  d i f f e r e n t  f e e l i n g s  f r o m  t h o s e  w e  e x p e r i e n c e d
as w e  w e r e  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  c o u n t r y  a  y e a r  a g o  a s  p r i s o n e r s .
I  t h i n k  I  w i l l  g i v e  y o u  a  b i t  o f  h i s t o r y .  I ' l l  t e l l  y o u  o f  t h e  p a t r i o t s
who h a v e  f a l l e n  b e t w e e n  B r i d g e p o r t  a n d  C h a t t a n o o g a .  H o w  t h e y  h a v e  s u f f e r e d ,
b l e d ,  a n d  d i e d  f o r  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  h a v e  n o w  g o n e  t o  r e a p  t h e i r  r e w a r d  i n
t h a t  b e t t e r  l a n d .  T h e  p a t r i o t s  t o  w h i c h  I  r e f e r  a r e  c a l l e d  i n  t h e  a r m y
"Mules" .  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  upward  o f  t e n  t h o u s a n d  m u l e s  h a v e  d i e d  b e -
tween t h e s e  t w o  p l a c e s  s i n c e  R o s e c r a n s  made h i s  a d v a n c e .  T h e y  a r e  p i l e d  u p
on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  r o a d ,  t h r o w n  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r  h a l f  c o v e r e d  u p  b y  t h e
wayside ,  a n d  i n  a l l  c o n c e i v a b l e  f o r m s  a n d  s h a p e s .  : i e c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  c o u r s e
has t a k e n  p l a c e ,  a n d  t h e  o d o r  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  p u t r i d  c a r c a s s e s  i s  a l m o s t
too much f o r  f l e s h  a n d  b l o o d  t o  b e a r .  I t  was r e a l l y  a m u s i n g  t o  s e e  some o f
our  new r e c r u i t s  a s  t h e y  w e r e  m a r c h i n g  a l o n g ,  s u d d e n l y  g r o w  s i c k  f r o m  t h e
e f f e c t  o f  t h e  n a u s e a  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e s e  d e c a y i n g  b o d i e s ,  a n d  t o  u s e  a
s o l d i e r ' s  p h r a s e ,  t h r o w  up t h e i r  "hats :  t a c k . "  I  s a w  a  g o o d  many o f  t h e m  d o
t h i s .  O f  c o u r s e  o l d  s o l d i e r s  made a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s p o r t  o f  t h e m .

Our R e g i m e n t  i s  o u t  a b o u t  t h r e e  a n d  a  h a l f  m i l e s  f r o m  C h a t t a n o o g a  a n d
a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  e a s t  o f  L o o k o u t  M o u n t a i n  known a s  t h e  n o r t h - e a s t e r
s lop  o f  L o o k o u t .  H a v e  a  v e r y  good camp a t  l e a s t  a s  g o o d  a s  c o u l d  r e a s o n a b l y
be e x p e c t e d  w i t h  " s h e l t e r  t e n t s " .  H o w  l o n g  w e  s h a l l  r e m a i n  h e r e  I  d o  n o t
know; b u t  presume n o t  f o r  a n y  g r e a t  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  a s  e v e r y t h i n g  h e r e  l o o k s
to me a s  t h o u g h  a  s p e e d y  move was  c o n t e m p l a t e d  o n  t h e  Rebels .   a r o u n d  D a l t o n .
:!hen t h a t  f i g h t  c o m e s  o f f  t h a t  m u s t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  b e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a n  a d v a n -
ce y o u  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  h e a r  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  e n g a g e d ,  a s  w e  a r e  now
under  a  f i g h t i n g  : U i v i s i o n  a n d  C o r p s  commander G e n e r a l  B u f t e r f i e l d  commands
the d i v i s i o n  and  G e n e r a l  H o o k e r  t h e  C o r p s .  Y o u  c a n  d r a w  y o u r  own i n f e r r e n c e
from t h e s e  f a c t s .

I n  c a s e  t h e  R e g i m e n t  s t a y s  h e r e  f o r  a  w e e k  o r  s o  I  s h a l l  e n d e a v o r  t o
v i s i t  some o f  t h e  h a u n t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  I  a m  q u i t e  a n x i o u s  t o
v i s i t  L o o k o u t  S t a t i o n  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  L o o k o u t  M o u n t a i n  a n d  h o p e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o
do s o  b e f o r e  we  make a n  a d v a n c e .

I  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  b u s y  s i n c e  we  g o t  i n t o  camp m a k i n g  o u t  m u s t e r  r o l l s ,
r e p o r t s  e t c .  1 .1e  h a v e  b e e n  o n  t h e  m a r c h  f o r  some t i m e  a n d  e v e r y  t h i n g  m u s t
be d o n e  o n  t i m e ;  a n d  a s  t h i s  i s  t h e  l a s t  d a y  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  y o u  m u s t
know t h a t  I  h a v e  h a d  my h a n d s  f a l l .
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I  s a w  C o l .  D a r r e t t  a n d  V a n  Dunham a  d a y  o r  t w o  a g o .  T h e i r  R e g i m e n t
i s  h e r e  a t  C h a t t a n o o g a  n o w ;  t h e y  c a m e  t h r o u g h  f r o m  B r i d g e p o r t  w i t h  u s ;
were  l o o k i n g  w e l l  a n d  h e a r t y .  I  d o  n o t  s e e  t h a t  e i t h e r  o f  t h e m  h a v e  s h a m -
ed v e r y  m u c h  s i n c e  I  s a w  t h e m  i n  C o l d w a t e r  f o u r  y e a r s  a t o .

I n  c a s e  w e  m o v e  f r o m  h e r e  I  w i l l  e n d e a v o r  t o  k e e n  y o ,  i n f o r m e d  o f  my
w h e r e a b o u t s .  I f  I  w a s n ' t  o u i t e  s o  t i r e ' '  I  w o u l ( '  w r i t e  y o u  a  l o n g  l e t t e r .

E n c l o s e d  I  s e n d  y o u  m y  p h o t o g r a p h .  H a v e  n o  o b j e c t i o n  t o  y o ' J r  d o i n g
t o - y o 4 r — t i o i n e  a s  a  c e r t a i n  y o u n g  l a d y  i n  f,le k i n n v i l l e  d i d  a n d  t h a t  i s  " k i s s
i t  f o r  i t s  m o t h e r : .

Love  t o  a l l
Yo u r  a f f  B r o .
J . J . L a s t o n



ihor



N a s h v i l l e ,  Te n n .
May 1 s t  6 4

M i s s  Emma E a s t o n .
i ) ea r  L a r y

I  a r r i v e d  h e r e  o n  F r i d a y  n i g h t  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  f i n d  L i e u t .  h e  h a s
gone t o  t h e  R e g t .  a n d  i s  o n  d u t y  t h e y  h a v e  g o n e  t o  B r i d g e p o r t ,  A l a .
We s t a r t  t h i s  m o r n i n g  f o r  t h e  R e s t .  b u t  I  t h o u g h t  I  w o u l l  d r o p  y o u  a
few l i n e s  f o r  f e a r  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  m a i l  f r o m  t h e  R e c t .  H u r r y  I  a m .
My r e g a r d s  t o  y o u r  f o l k s .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  y o u r s

C o b l e n t z





Co. " Y "  1 9 t h  h i c h i g a n  I n f t y
I n  r e a r  o f  t h e  R e b e l  A r m y
Near  O a l t o n ,  G a .
hay  1 2 ,  lP611

My D e a r  S i s t e r :

A l t h o u g h  I  p r e s u m e  y o u  w i l l  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h i s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  w e e k s
or  a  m o n t h ,  y e t  I  c a n n o t  r e s i s t  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  s e n d  i t  e v e n  a s  f a r  a s
N a s h v i l l e .  S i n c e  l a s t  I  w r o t e  y o u  w e  h a v e  b e e n  o n  t h e  m a r c h  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e
t i m e .  W h a t  w e  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  r e m a i n s  y e t  t o  b e  s e e n .  A s  n e a r  a s  I  c a n
f i n d  o u t  i t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  G e n .  S h e r m a n  t o  " g o b b l e "  t h e  R e b e l  a r m y .
I t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a n y  o f  u s  t o  f i n d  o A t  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p o s i t i o n
o f  f o r c e s  h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  s e e m s  t o  p r e v a i l  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  c o m p l e t e -
l y  s u r r o u n d e d ,  a n d  t h e  g r a n d  f i n i s h i n g  s t r i k e  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  i n  a  s h o r t  t i m e .

S i n c e  w r i t i n g  t h e  a b o v e  t h e  C o l o n e l  h a s  c a l l e d  t h e  commande rs  o f
c o m p a n i e s '  t o g e t h e r  a n d  i n f o r m e d  t h e m  t h a t  h e  h a d  r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  h o l d
h i s  R e g i m e n t  i n  r e a d i n e s s  t o  m a r c h  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  o r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n -
i n g .  H e  f u r t h e r  t o l d  u s  t h a t  i t  w a s  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h a t  t o - m o r r o w  w o u l d
p r o b a b l y  d e c i d e  w h o  h e l d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  h e r e ,  t h e  R e b e l s  o r  1 :s .  S e v e r a l  d e -
s e r t e r s  h a v e  c o m e  i n  a n d  r e p o r t  t h e  R e b e l s  i n  s t r o n g e r  f o r c e  h e r e  t h a n  I
supposed .  T h e y  a r e  r e p o r t e d  a t  be twee lL e i r h t y  a n d  o h e  hLInOred t h o : i s a n d
s t r o n g .  I f  t h a t  i s  s o ,  i t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  a s  b l o o d y  a  b a t t l e  a s  h a s  b e e n
f o u g h t . - -  O f  t h e  r e s u l t  I  h a v e  n o  f e a r s .  I  a m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  w e  s h a l l  b e
v i c t o r i o u s : .  R i g h t  m u s t  t r i u m p h  o v e r  w r o n g .  J u s t i c e  a n d  l i b e r t y  o v e r  i n -
j u s t i c e ,  o p p r e s s i o n ,  a n d  t y r a n y .  I t  m a y  b e  m y  f o r t u n e  t o  f a l l  i n  t h e  c o m -
i n g  c o n t e s t .  A l l  c a n n o t  e x p e c t  t o  e s c a p e  y e t  i f  I  d o ,  I  s h a l l  k n o w  t h a t  I
d i e  i n  a  g l o r i o u s  c a u s e , - - t h a t  I  f a l l  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p r e s e r v e  o u r  g l o r i -
ous U n i o n  a n d  i n  u p h o l d i n g  t h e  s a c r e d  b a n n e r  o f  t h e  f r e e .

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  w r i t e  y o u  a  l o n g  l e t t e r  b u t  I  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  w r i t e
on e x c e p t  a n  o l d  k n a p s a c k  a n d  n o t h i n g  t o  w r i t e  e x c e p t  a  p e n c i l  t h e  o f f i c e r s
a l l  c a r r y  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a l l o w e d  o n  t h e i r  b a c k .  U n l y  t h i n k ,  t h e i r
houses ,  t h e i r  r a t i o n s ,  t h e i r  c o o k i n g ,  u t e n s i l s ,  t h e i r  b e d s ,  b e d d i n g  e t c .  T o
me i t  i s  a  l i t t l e  " w e a r i n g " - - a s  I  h a v e  n e v e r  h a d  t o  d o  i t  b e f o r e .

I f  I  s h o u l d  s u r v i v e  t h e  b a t t l e  I  w i l l  g i v e  y o ; .  a  l o n e  l e t t e r .

Love t o  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  r e p a r d r ,  t o  a l l  f r i e n d s .

Yo i r  A f f .  B r o t h e r
) . J .  i . a s t o n





Hd Q r s  2c1 B r i g .  3 r d  D i v  2 2  A C
Near  J a l l a s ,  G e o r g i a
May 3 0 ,  1 6 6 4

My D e a r  S i s t e r :

I  a m  s t i l l  s a f e  a n d  s o u n d ,  a n d  a s  o n e  o f  o u r  o f f i c e r s  w a s  g o i n g  t o
C h a t t a n o o g a  t o - m o r r o w  I  t a k e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  w r i t i n g  y o .

We h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r  c o n s t a n t  f i r e  s i n c e  t h e  2 5 t h  a n d  h a v e  l o s t  a  g o o d
many m e n .  W e  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  f i g h t  o n  t h e  2 5 t h  a n d  l o s t  s i x t y  m e n  i n  k i l l e d
and w o u n d e d  a n d  o n e  o f f i c e r  k i l l e d ,  a n d  t w o  o r  t h r e e  : . o v e r l y  w o u n d e d .  T h e n
has a s  y e t  b e e n  n o  r e g u l a r  e n g a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  a r m y ,  a n d  I  d o  n o t  k n o w
t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  h e r e .  T h e  R e b e l s  a r e  s t r o n c l y  p o s t e d  h e r e  a n d  h a v e  a
l a r g e  f o r c e .

I n  t h e  f i g h t  o n  t h e  2 5 t h  I  c a m e  v e r y  n e a r  b e i n g  k i l l e d .  L  m a g a z i n e
w h i c h  I  p i c k e d  u p  a t  n o o n  s a v e d  m y  l i f e .  A s  t h e  M a j o r  s a y s  I  g o t  a  c e n t e r
s h o t .  T h e  b a l l  s t r u c k  m e  i n  t h e  s t o m a c h ,  p a s s  i n t o  m y  c o a t ,  t h e  m a g a z i n e ,
my s h i r t  t o  t h e  s k i n .  I t  k n o c k e d  m e  s e n s e l e s s  f o r  a  w h i l e ;  b u t  I  s o o n  g o t
o v e r  i t  a n d  a m  n o w  r e a d y  f o r  a n o t h e r .

On t h e  2 6 t h  I  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  B r i g a d i e r  P r o v o s t  h a r s h a l  a n d  a m  n o w  w i t h
C o l .  C o l e m a n .  I  l i k e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  v e r y  w e l l ,  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  o n e  i s ,
I  h a v e  a  h o r s e  t o  r i d e ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  e o  n o t  c a r r y  m y  o w n  b e d  a n d  b e d d i n g .

C a p t .  B a k e r  i s  a c t i n g  M a j o r  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  a n d  L i e u t .  C o b l e n z  i s  command-
i n g  t h e  c o m p a n y.

As s o o n  a s  w e  g e t  a n y t h i n g  t o  w r i t e  w i t h  a t  l i d  Q r s  I  w i l l  w r i t e  y o u
a l o n g  l e t t e r .

Love t o  a l l
Yo u r  a f f .  B r o .  ) a v i d
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i-Id Q r s  2 n d  B r i g .  3 r d  o i v  X X A C
Mt  O l i v e  C h u r c h ,  G e o r g i a
June  9 ,  1 8 6 4

My D e a r  S i s t e r :

Ye s t e r d a y  a t  t e n  o ' c l o c k '  I  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o - d a y  w e
s h o u l d  b e  f i g h t i n g  t h e  R e b e l s  a n d  p u r s u i n g  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  f l i g h t .  W e  h a d
r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  b e  r e a d y  t o  m o v e  a t  d a y  l i g h t  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  b . A t  w i t h
t h e  m o r n i n g  came n o  o r d e r s  t o  m o v e ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  n o w  t h e r e  i s  a  p r o s p e c t
t h a t  w e  s h a l l  s t a y  h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y .  B u t  t h e  f a c t  i s  m i l i t a r y  l i f e
i s  s o  u n c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  i s  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  t e l l  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  w h e r e
n i g h t  w i l l  f i n d  y o u .  I t  i s  p r e t t y  e v i d e n t  I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  R e b e l s  a r e  i n
s t r o n g  f o r c e  i n  o u r  i m m e d i a t e  f r o n t ,  a n d  t h e  p r o s p e c t  i s  t h a t  w e  s h a l l
have a  h e a v y  b a t t l e  b e f o r e  c r o s s i n g  t h e  C h a t t a h o o c h i e  R i v e r - -  O u r  p i c k e t s -
and t h e  R e b e l  p i c k e t s  h a v e  c o m e  t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  d o  n o t  n o w  f i r e  a '
each o t h e r .  I  h a v e  j u s t  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  e x c h a n g i n g  p a p e r s
t h i s  m o r n i n g .

There  i s  n o t h i n g  h e r e  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  n e w s .  , e r y t h i n L  i s  c o m p a r a -
t i v e l y  q u i e t  f o r  a  c a m p a i g n  o f  t h i s  k i n c : .  I  p r o s t m e  y o - ,  r e t  m o r e  d e t a i l s
o f  t h e  c a m p a i g n  a t  home t h r o u g h  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  c o r r e s p o n ( ' e n t s  t h a n  I  c o u l d
g i v e  yo.1  h e r e .  I  h a v e  a  v e r y  r o p e  c h a n c e  t o  l e a r n  t h e  n e w s  a n d  m o v e m e n t s
i n  o u r  s e r v i v o r s - n o t h i n g  m o r e .

A t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w e  a r e  n o w  p u t t i n g  o n  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s t y l e  " i f  n o t
m o r e . "  O n l y  t h i n k ,  w e  h a v e  s c i c c e c d e d  i n  c a p t u r i n g  a  R e b e l  c o w ,  a n d  h a v e
m i l k  i n  o u r  c o f f e e  a  l u x u r y  n o t  o f t e n  o b t a i n e d  i n  t h e  a r m y  I  c a n  a s s u r e
you .

I  a m  g o i n g  c r i t  t o  s e e  L t .  T u l l m a n  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  a l s o  L t .  H o l b r o o k ,
i f  I  c a n  f i n d  h i m  a n d  I  w o u l d  v e r y  much  l i k e  t o  c a l l  o n  M i s s  l a s t o n ' s
p e o p l e  o f  C o l d w a t e r ;  b u t  a l l  t h i n g s  t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  I  t h i n k  I
s h a l l  h a v e  t o  f o r e g o  t h e  p l e a s u r e  i t  w o u l d  g i v e  me i n  t h e  l a t t e r  c a s e .
W e l l ,  y o u  c a n  j u s t  i m a g i n e  me  t h e r e ,  a n d  h a v e  a  g o o d  t i m e .  I  d o  n o t
know w h e n  I  s h a l l  b e  a t  home b u t  s h a l l  m a k e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  l e a v e  o f
absence a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  c a m p a i g n  i s  e n d e d , - - u n l e s s  k i l l e d  b e f o r e  w h i c h  I
do n o t  t h i n k  l i k e l y - - a s  I  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  k i l l e d  y e t .  P e r h a p s  y o u  t h i n k
I  a m  some l i k e  t h e  o l d  woman w h o  s a i d  s h e  " K n e w  s h e  s h o A l d  l i v e  a n o t h e r j " ,
and w h e n  a s k e d  h o w  s h e  k n e w .  S h e  r e p l i e d  t h a t  s h e  " h a d  a l w a y s  n o t i c e d
t h a t  w h e n  s h e  l i v e d  t i l l  a f t e r  C h r i s t m a s ,  s h e  l i v e d  a n o t h e r  y e a r . "  W e l l  I
have l i v e d  t h r o u g h  t w o  p r e t t y  b i g  f i g h t s  d u r i n g  t h i s  c a m p a i g n ,  a n d  b e e n
u n d e r  f i r e  a l m o s t  c o n s t a n t l y  a n d  h a v e  t h i s  f a r  come o u t  a l l  r i g h t .  O n c e
I  h a d  a  b u l l e t  s h o t  t h r o u g h  my  h a v e r s a c k ,  a n d  o n c e  a  b u l l e t  s h o t  t h r o u g h
my c o a t ,  a  C o n t i n e n t a l  M o n t h l y  l A a g a z i n e  f o l d e d  n o  t h a t  i t  w a s  d o u b l e ,
t h r o u g h  my  v e s t  a n d  t o  m y  b o d y ,  b u t  d i d  n o t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  k n o c k  t h e  b r e a t i
o u t  o f  m e .

I  s a w  9 e r g ' t  W i l e s  y e s t e r d a y .  d e  i s  i n  t h e  A m b u l a n c e  C o r p s - - i s  w e l l
and s e n d s  h i s  r e g a r d s  t o  a l l  o u r  f o l k s .  L t .  : ; o b l e n t %  i s  b a c k  w i t h  t h e
company,  f e e l i n g  much  b e t t e r ,  a n ( ;  h a s  t a k e n  commane.  C a p t .  b a k e r  i s  w e l l .

Te l l  c o u s i n  C y n t h i a  I  w i l l  w r i t e  h e r  a r :  s o o n  a s  n o s s i b l e , - - p e r h a p s
t h i s  a f t e r n o o n - - a n d  B y r o n  t h e  s a m e .  I  r e c e i v e r :  y o u r  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  a  I o n r
w h i l e  a g o  s e n r ' i n g  me c o  s i n  s o m e b o d y ' s  a r n ' r e s r ,  i n  t h e  a r m y.  I  w i l l  w r i t (
h im.





Regards t o  a l l  f r i e n d r ;  i n  ' . ;o ldwate r  and l o v e  t o  t h e  f a m i l y .

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e  b r o t h e r
J . J .  E a s t o n





Hd Qrs  2nd B r i g .  3 d  A v  XX AC
Mt. O l i v e  Church, G a .
June 1 3 ,  1 8 6 4

My Dear  S i s t e r :

I  have been wondering t o -day i f  e v e r y t h i n g  a t  home l o o k s  a s  d u l l
gloomy and d ismal  a t  home a s  i t  does " i n  t h e s e  reg ions  roundabout h e r e . "
I f  i t  does I  s i n c e r e l y  p i t y  y o u ,  and  hope f rom t h e  bottom o f  my h e a r t
you may soon have more c h e e r f u l  t i m e s .  S i n c e  l a s t  I  w r o t e  yo.; we have
had naught b u t  one continuous r a i n  storm and a s  a  consequence t h e  roads
are a lmost  impassable c o n d i t i o n s .  I t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  use less  t o  t h i n k  o f  a
movement forward u n t i l  t h e  weather  becomes more s e t t l e d .  I  d o  n o t  know
tha t  I  e v e r  saw t h e  mud i n  Michigan h a l f  as  deep a s  i t  i s  h e r e .  A b o u t
a f o o t  i n  f r o n t  o f  where I  am now w r i t i n g  i s  a  l a r g e  f i r e ,  a n d  j u s t  a
foot  beyond i t ' s  i n f l u e n c e ,  i s  naught  b u t  one grand f o r e s t  i n  a  grand s e a
of mud. T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  we have t o  console  ourse lves  i s  t h e  probable  f a c t
that  o u r  enemies a r e  i n  a  worse c o n d i t i o n  t h e n  we a r e .  S i n c e  we have been
here o u r  Brigade has made s e v e r a l  c a p t i v e s ,  a n d  t h e y  a l l  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e y
are w i thout  t e n t s  o f  any k i n d .

Yesterday I  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f rom you and mother  t h e  f i r s t  l a t e
l e t t e r  I  have rece ived  s i n c e  I  have been on t h i s  campaign. I  was v e r y
glad t o  h e a r  f rom you,  and  should l i k e  t o  have been a t  home t o  have
formed t h e  acquaintance o f  t h a t  worthy u n c l e  o f  mine.  B u t  f a t e  has w i l l -
ed i t  o therwise ,  and  I  suppose I  s h a l l  n o t  have t h e  p leasure  o f  see ing
any o f  them u n t i l  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h i s  campaign, a t  l e a s t - -perhaps n o t  t h e n - -
unless, i n d e e d ,  some o f  them should suddenly  become p a t r i o t i c  and e n l i s t - -
which I  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  danger  o f .  m a s t  remember me t o
them however.  I  hope  i f  u n c l e  i f  u n c l e  somebody c o n c l d e s  t o  s e t t l e  i n
Coldwater  he  w i l l  l i k e  t h e  p l a c e  a s  w e l l  a s  I  d o .

The Rebels a r e  i n  o u r  immediate f r o n t ,  a n d  p r isoners  s a y  i n  f o r c e
o f  a b o r t  s i x t y - f i v e  t h o u s a n d .  W e  c a n  d i s t i n c t l y  s e e  t h e i r  wo rks  f r o m  o u r
own p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  f r o m  w h a t  I  know o f  m i l i t a r y  p o s i t i o n s  I  should s a y  t h a t
i t  w i l l  b e  a  h a r d  one  t o  t a k e ,  u n l e s s  we c a n  " f l a n k "  t h e m  o u t  o f  i t .  T h a t
seems t o  b e  Genera l  Sherman 's  " f o r t "  asAr temus  wou ld  s a y,  a n d  I  s h o , i l d  n o t
be s u r p r i s e d  i f  h e  t r i e d  t h e  " f l a n k i n g  p r o c e s s "  a g a i n .  Y e s t e r d a y  j u s t  b e -
f o r e  n i g h t  I  went  down beyond t h e  p i c k e t  l i n e  and we c o u l d  d i s t i n c t l y  s e e
a Rebel  B a t t e r y  o n  a h i g h  summi t  i n  o u r  immed ia te  f r o n t .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  t h e
Rebels open o n  u s  w i t h  s h e l l  and  s o l i d  s h o t  b u t  t h e y  have  clone n o  harm.
A couple  s tuck  i n  o u r  works j u s t  i n  f r o n t  o f  o u r  q u a r t e r s .  W e  have  now
got  used t o  t h o s e  t h i n g s ,  a n d  t h e y  r a r e l y  make t h e  boys  " d i c k "  t h e i r  heads .
I  had h e a r d  o f  i l a p o l e o n ' s  s l e e p i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  a  g r e a t  b a t t l e ,
when t h e  cannons were booming,  a n d  a m i d s t  t h e  r a t t l e  o f  m u s k e t r y,  a n d  when
the s o l d i e r s  were dy ing  and groaning on  every  s i d e ,  b e f o r e  I  went  t o  w a r,
and I  d i d  n o t  see how such a  t h i n g  were p o s s i b l e .  N o w  I  b e l i e v e  t h e  whole
to be  a  t r u t h .  I ,  m y s e l f  can go t o  bed and s l e e p  a s  soundly and sweet ly
under a  f u r i o u s  cannonade a s  when i n  camp and a l l  i s  Q u i e t .  I n  t h e  l a s t
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b a t t l e ,  a f t e r  t h e  f i g h t  c l o s e d ,  o u r  boys were comple te ly  t i r e d  o u t  and
lay  down among t h e  dead and d y i n g  w i t h o u t  so  much as  s e r i o u s l y  t h i n k i n g
of  i t .  W h e n  they  were woke up  a t  midnight  t o  be  r e l i e v e d  b y  o t h e r  t roops
i t  was hard  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between t h e  l i v i n g  and t h e  dead f r o m  t h e  p o s i -
t ion  i n  which t h e y  l a y .  M a n y  a  dead man g o t  a  rough shaking t h a t  n i g h t ,
and on  t u r n i n g  him o v e r  and p u l l i n g  o f f  h i s  b l a n k e t  i t  was discovered t h a t
he had g i v e n  up h i s  l i f e  f o r  h i s  count ry  t h e r e .  A r i d  y e t ,  s t r a n g e s t  o f  a l l ,
these t h i n g s  do n o t  c r e a t e  even a n  unpleasant  f e e l i n g  i n  any  b u t  new r e -
c r u i t s .  O l d  s o l d i e r s  do  n o t  mind i t  a t  a l l .  S i n c e  we have been on t h i s
campaign o u r  Regiment has  l o s t  i n  k i l l e d  and wounded about  two hundred men,
with o u r  Colonel ,  and y e t  I  n e v e r  saw t h e  Regiment a s  f u l l  o f  l i f e  and
animation as  i t  i s  a t  t h e  p resen t  t i m e .  W e  a l l  l o o k  upon death  a s  a  mat te r
of course.  and  I  presume i t  has  n o t  one h a l f  t h e  t e r r o r s  t o  t h e  s o l d i e r
tha t  i t  has t o  t h e  c i t i z e n  who has n o t  seen men s laughtered l i k e  sheep a s
we a r e .  I t  i s  o u r  p ro fess ion .

You have two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  asked me t h e  reason why I  was i n  Co."K" .
I  w i l l  t e l l  you .  I t  i s  a  r u l e  i n  m i l i t a r y  t h a t  when a  company has n e i t h e r
a Capta in  o r  1 s t .  L t .  p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  company, a  f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t  f rom
some o t h e r  company i s  detached t o  command t h e  company. T h a t  i s  t h e  reason
why I  was i n  "K" Company. I  have been i n  n e a r l y  e v e r y  company i n  t h e  R e g i -
ment f o r  t h e  same reason.  M y  o l d  company i s  s t i l l  " E " .

My quar te rs  a r e  a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r h e r e  t h a n  t h e y  would b e  i n  t h e  R e g i -
ment. F o u r  o f  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  i n c l u d i n g  mysel f  have . w e  two f l i e s - -
that  i s  a  p iece  o f  c l o t h  about  seven f e e t  wide by  f o u r t e e n  l o n g .  T h e y  a r e
in  t h e  same shape as  s h e l t e r  t e n t s - - o n l y  l o n g e r  am! t h e  Br igade  commander
and h i s  A d j u t a n t  General  have  another  consequently we manage v e r y  w e l l .

I  should l i k e  t o  g i v e  you a  c a l l  t h i s  evening,  b u t  do n o t  see  how I
possibly can  leave  t h e  army.  I t  might  r u i n  i t .  f l o w e v e r  a s  soon as  t h i s
campaign c loses I  s h a l l  endeavor  t o  g e t  a  l eave  o f  absence, o r  r e s i g n  and
go home.

I  w ish  you could h e a r  some o f  o u r  bands now p l a y i n g .  I  t h i n k  you
would e n j o y  i t .  W i t h i n  my h e a r i n g  I  presume t h e r e  a r e  now a t  l e a s t  f i f t y
hands and a l l  p l a y i n g .  T h e y  make n o i s e  eno•i.rh I  c a n  ass ire y o u . .  I n  o u r
Brigade I  t h i n k  we have j u s t  a s  f i n e  s i l v e r  bands a s  a r e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e
anywhere. A l l  t h e  bands o f  o i r  , d v i s i o n  meet t h i s  a f te rnoon  a t  Gen.
a z t t e r f i e l d ' s  q u a r t e r s  and p r a c t i c e  "Yankee . ioodle" and " ; ; a i l  Columbia".  I
presume i t  i s  expected t o  have a  grand t i m e  n e x t  f o u r t h  and t h e  Genera l  i s
anxious t o  have h i s  bands w e l l  d r i l l e d  o n  those two p i e c e s .  W e l l ,  I  hope I
shal l  have t h e  p leasure  o f  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e i r  music i n  A t l a n t a  a t  t h a t  t i m e

And b y  t h e  by  what  a r e  t h e y  going t o  do i n  Coldwater  n e x t  f o u r t h - -
anythinr.; o r  nothing? W i l l  t h e y  g e t  up a  c e l e b r a t i o n  t h a t  s t a t e s  do "honor
to t h e  secession" o r  a s  h e r e t o f o r e  s h a l l  t h a t  be " l i k e  o t h e r  days" W e l l  I
do n o t  expect  t o  be  t h e r e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  j o y s  o r  sorrows o f  t h e  d a y,
but I  s i n c e r e l y  hope you w i l l  a l l  have  a  good t i m e ,  and t h a t  you may be  r e -
jo ic ing  o v e r  t h e  f a l l  o f  both  Richmond i n  t h e  L a s t ,  and  A t l a n t a  i n  t h e  West





Since  I  commenced t h i s  l e t t e r  t h e  w e a t h e r  h a s  p a r t i a l l y  c l e a r e d  u p
and I  s h a l l  n o t  b e  s u r p r i s e d  i f  we  h a d  some f i n e  w e a t h e r .  I f  t h a t  p r o v e s
so t h i s  a r m y  w i l l  s o o n  b e  o n  t h e  move ,  a n d  y o u  may  s o o n  e x p e c t  t o  h e a r
o f  a n o t h e r  f i g h t .  A n d  m a y  God f i d e  u s  s u c c e s s .

Give my  k i n d  r e g a r d s  t o  U n c l e  D a m o n ' s  f a m i l y ,  C o u s i n  B y r o n  a n d
C y n t h i a ,  a n d  i n  f a c t  a l l  m y  f r i e n d s  i n  C o l d w a t e r .  T e l l  t h e m  a l l  I  w i l l
w r i t e  t h e m  a s  s o o n  a s  I  c a n  g e t  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y .

The R e b e l s  h a v e  j u s t  commenced s h e l l i n g  u s  a g a i n .  I  d o  n o t  a p p r e -
hend t h e y  w i l l  h u r t  a n y o n e ,  h o w e v e r ,  I  w i l l  l e a v e  t h i s  l e t t e r  u p e n  t i l l
the  connonad ing  c l o s e s ,  a n d  i n  c a s e  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  c a s u a l t i e s  I  w i l l  g i v e
them.

When y o u  w r i t e  I  w i s h  y o u  w o u l d  s e n d  me a  f e w  p o s t a g e  s t a m p s .  a s
i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  g e t  t h e m  down h e r e .  I n  my n e x t  l e t t e r  I  w i l l
send y o u  a  p i c t u r e  o f  o u r  h e a d q u a r t e r s .

Love t o  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y .  K i s s  m o t h e r  a n d  a l l  t h e  r e s t  f o r  me .  A l s o
accep t  o n e  f o r  y o u r s e l f  f r o m s

Your  l o v i n g  B r o t h e r
D . J .  E a s t o n

June 1 4 ,  1 8 6 4
4 P. M .

The enemy c e a s e d  t r o u b l i n g  u s  l a s t  n i g h t  a t  d a r k .  T h e y  opened  a g a i n
on o u r  l e f t  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  a n d  o u r  b a t t e r i e s  r e p l i e d .  E v i d e n t l y  t h e y  d i d
not  l i k e  t h a t  k i n d  o f  p l a y  a s  t h e y  s o o n  became q u i e t .  T h e  s u n  h a s  b e e n
s h i n i n g  b r i g h t l y  a l l  d a y ,  d r y i n g  u p  t h e  g r o u n d  v e r y  f a s t .  A  f e w  d a y s
more s u c h  w e a t h e r  and I  a p p r e h e n d  w e  w i l l  b e  o n  t h e  move .

W r i t e  me e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y .

Love t o  a l l
D . J .  E a s t o n
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2d B r i g .  3 d  i ) i v  XX AC
Near M a r i e t t a ,  G a .
June 2 8 ,  1 8 6 4

My Dear  S is te rs

Everything i n  t h i s  vac in i t y - - seems  t o  b e  a t  p resent  i n  S t a t u s  QUO.
A p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  4 t h  Corps and ours  made a  charge on  t h e  enemy works
yesterday,  B u t  were n o t  v e r y  successfu l .  T h e  2 0 t h  c a r r i e d  t h e  l i n e  a l l
n ight  and gained t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h e y  were ordered t o  c a r r y ;  b u t  t h e  f o u r t h
Corps was repulsed and l o s t  many brave  and v a l u a b l e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  men.
Among t h e  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  Corps was Gen. Hanken, a  b rave  and dashing
o f f i c e r  who won h i s  " s t a r "  a t  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  Chickamauga. C o l .  Mc Cook and
Col.  Chambers were a l s o  k i l l e d .  G e n .  Stanley's  C h i e f  o f  A r t i l l e r y .  I  r o d e
down t o  t h e  f o u r t h  Corps l a s t  n i g h t  and saw C o l .  B a r r e t t .  H e  came o u t  o f
the f i g h t  a l l  r i g h t ,  C a p t .  Knappur o f  Branch was wounded--how s e v e r l y  I  d o
not know. S t a n l e y ' s  l o s s  was about  f i v e  hundred i n  k i l l e d  and wounded.

We a r e  burning down here  t h e  h o t t e s t  weather  I  have  seen f o r  a  l o n g
Time. I t  i s  a lmost  impossib le  t o  do any th ing  t h e  a i r  i s  s o  h o t  and opp-
ressive.

Several b u l l e t s  have passed through o u r  t e n t  t h i s  morning; b u t  no
one has been h u r t --we have been v e r y  l u c k y  t h i s  f a r .  N e a r l y  a l l  t h e  o f f i e r
in  t h e  1 9 t h  a r e  s i c k  o r  have been k i l l e d  o r  wounded. I  saw Capt .  B a k e r  a
few minutes ago.  H e  has been q u i t e  unwe l l  f o r  some days and i s  now n e a r l y
sick.  I  should n o t  be surpr ised  i f  he had t o  go t o  t h e  H o s p i t a l  f o r  a  f e w
days. I  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  no th ing  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  him b u t  a  bad c o l d .  C a p t .
Baker w i l l  probably  be  t h e  Colonel  o f  t h e  Regiment now a s  h e  i s  t h e  r a n k -
ing Capta in .  W h o  t h e  o t h e r  f i e l d  o f f i c e r  w i l l  b e  I  do  n o t  know. T h e r e
are severa l  a s p i r a n t s  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  and I  understand t h a t  some o f  t h e
o f f i c e r s  we have now a t  home a r e  " f i g u r i n g "  f o r  i t .  I  do  n o t  t h i n k  t h e y
w i l l  be  successfu l .

Dinner i s  ready  and I  must suspend opera t ions  o f  t h i s  k i n d  t o  e a t .
Our " B i l l  o f  Fare"  i s  Hard Tack  and C o f f e e .  H o w  do you t h i n k  you would
l i k e  t o  e a t  d i n n e r  w i t h  u s .  P e r h a p s  I  w i l l  w r i t e  you a g a i n  b e f o r e  t h i s
goes o u t .

Your a f f  Bro
D.J. Eas ton

Well ,  d i n n e r  i s  o v e r  and i f  t h e  weather  was n o t  s o  t e r r i b l y  h o t ,  I
should w r i t e  you a  l o n e  l e t t e r  b u t  under t h e  circumstances I  d o  n o t  th ink
i t  poss ib le .  I  c a n  n e i t h e r  t h i n k  o r  have I  h a r d l y  t h e  power t o  move a
penci l .

Love t o  a l l
Your a f f .  B r o .
D.J. Easton
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Hd Q r s  2 d  B r i g .  3 d  D i v .  X X  A C
h e a r  M a r i e t t a ,  G a .
June  2 8 ,  1 8 6 4

Dear  F r i e n d  E d :

E v e r y t h i n g  i n  " t h i s  r e g i o n  r o u n d a b o u t "  i s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o m p a r -
a t i v e l y  q u i e t .  T h e  w e a t h e r  i s  s o  h o t  t h a t  i t  s e e m s  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e
f o r  a n y t h i n g  t o  w o v e .  Y e s t e r d a y ,  h o w e v e r  n o t  w i t h s t a n d i n E  t h e  e x t r e m e
h e a t ,  a  c h a n g e  w a s  o r d e r e d  b y  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  a r m y .  T h e  a s s a u l t i n g  p a r t y
was f o r m e d  a b o u t  h a l f  p a s t  e i g h t  a n d  i n  p l a i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  R e b e l  w o r k s , - -
a p a r t  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  4 t h  a n d  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  1 4 t h  made  t h e
a s s a u l t .  O u r  C o r p s  w a s  s u c c e s s f m ]  a n d  g a i n e d  a l l  t h a t  w a s  u n d e r t a k e n - -
t h e  o t h e r s  w e r e  d r i v e n  b a c k - - a l t h o u g h  t h e y  h e l d  t h e  l i n e  o f  R e b e l  r i f l e  h i t
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e i r  w o r k s .  T h e  l o s s  i n  o u r  C o r p s  w a s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l i g h t .
The o t h e r  t w o  l o s t  h e a v i e r .  A m o n g  t h e  k i l l e d  o n e  B r i g .  G e n .  H a n k e n ,  C o l .
Mc C o o k ,  c o m m a n d i n g  B r i g a d i e r ,  a n d  C o l .  C h a m b e r s .  I  h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  o n e
B r i g a d e  l o s t  a l l  i t s  f i e l d  o f f i c e r s - - b u t  d i d  n o t  l e a r n  w h e r e  S t a n l e y s
D i v i s i o n  l o s t  f i v e  h u n d r e d  m e n  i n  k i l l e d  a n d  w o u n d e d .  T h e  w h o l e  t h i n g
s immered d o w n  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  f o u r t h  a n d  f o u r t e e n t h  C o r p s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d ,
amounts  t o  a  m i s e r a b l e  f a i l u r e .  I  s h o u l d  j u d g e  f r o m  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e
a t t a c k  t h a t  a n  a t t e m p t  w a s  made  t o  b r e a k  t h r o u g h  t h e  R e b e l  c e n t e r ,  b u t
t h r o u g h  t h e  m ismanagemen t  o f  s o m e  G e n e r a l  w i t h  m o r e  b r a s s  t h a n  b r a i n s ,
t h e  t h i n e  p r o v e d  a  t o t a l  f a i l u r e .  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h o  i s  t o  b l a m e  f o r  t h i s ,
b i t  c e r t a i n l y  someone  i s  a n 0  h e  i s  p r o b a b l y  h i g h  i n  a u t h o r i t y .

Rece ived  o r d e r s - - m u s t  s t o p  a n d  g e t  t o  w o r k  a n d  f o r m  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f
t h e  s k i r m i s h  l i n e .

Yo u r  a f f  B r o
..:aston
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Hd Q r s .  2 n d  B r i g .  3 d  D i v .
Near M a r i e t t a ,  G a .
J u l y  1 ,  1 8 6 4

My D e a r  S i s t e r :

We a r e  s t i l l  n e a r  M a r i e t t a  a n d  j u d g i n g  f r o m  t h e  l o o k s  o f  t h i n g s ,  I
should p resume t h a t  w e  w i l l  s t a y  h e r e  f o r  some t i m e  t o  come.  W e  s h o u l d
undoubted ly  h a v e  b e e n  i n  A t l a n t a  some t i m e  a g o  h a d  n o t  t h e  R e b e l s  o b -
j e c t e d ,  a n d  p l a c e d  a n  o b s t a c l e  b e f o r e  u s  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  a n y  a r m y.  k i e
a r e  now c o m p a r a t i v e l y  q u i e t  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  f o r  some t i m e ,  n o t  i n c h  c a u s e
t o  d i s t u r b  t h e  " e v e n  t e n o r  o f  o u r  w a y s . "  F i r i n g  o n  t h e  p i c k e t  l i n e s
s t i l l  g o e s  f o r w a r d  i n  i t s  u s u a l  w a y.  O c c a s i o n a l l y  a  man i s  h i t ,  b i t
these  t h i n g s  h a v e  n o w  become s o  common t h a t  t h e y  h a r d l y  e l i c i t  a n  e x -
p r e s s i o n  f r o m  a n y o n e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  h i m  o r  h i s  o f f i c e r s .
We h a v e  a  v e r y  p r e t t y  p l a c e  f o r  o u r  q u a r t e r s ;  b e t  t h e  a i r  i s  n o t  v e r y
pure  a s  i s  a l w a y s  t h e  a i r  a ro . ind  b a t t l e  f i e l d s .  R e b e l s  a n d  U n i o n  s o l d i e r s
a r e  b u r i e d  a l l  a r t e m d  u s .  F r o m  o u r  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  we c a n  d i s t i n c t l y  s e e
the  R e b e l s  i n  t h e i r  camps,  a n d  c a n ,  w i t h  a  g l a s s  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  t r i m m i n g s
on t h e i r  u n i f o r m s .  T h e y  seem t o  t a k e  t h e  t h i n g  a s  c o o l  a s  t h e  s t a t e  o f
the  w e a t h e r  w i l l  p e r m i t . A s  s o o n  a s  i t  g e t s  c o o l  e n o u g h  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n
march h a l f  a  m i l e  w i t h o u t  m e l t i n g  t h e  t r o o p s  down I  p resume w e  s h a l l  make
an a d v a n c e .  W e  h a v e  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  g l a s s  a n d  c a n  d i s t i n c t l y  s e e  t h e  t o p
o f  Kenasaw M o u n t a i n .  L a s t  Sunday  t h e  R e b e l s  w e r e  h o n o r e d  w i t h  a  v i s i t
from some o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b e a u t i e s .  (  I  s u p p o s e )  W e  c o u l d  d i s t i n c t l y  s e e
the l a d i e s .  E v i d e n t l y  t h e y  w e n t  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n  t o  g e t  a  good
v iew o f  t h e  Ya n k e e  a r m y,  I  h o p e  t h e y  w e r e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  e x a m i n a t i o n
We who w e r e  l o o k i n g  t h r o u g h  a  g l a s s  a t  t h e m  c e r t a i n l y  w e r e .  I  t h i n k  i t
would h a v e  g i v e n  me m o r e  p l e a s u r e  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  f a i r  o n e s  who a t t e n d  t h e
d i f f e r e n t  c h u r c h e s  i n  G o l d w a t e r .

Perhaps y o u  may w o n d e r  why I  h a v e  d r o p p e d  t h e  p e n  and  s u b s t i t u t e d
i n  i t s  p l a c e  t h e  p e n c i l ,  w e l l  I  w i l l  t e l l  y o u .  P a t  (  o u r  c o o k  &  C o l .
G i l b e r t ' s  o l d  s e r v a n t )  t o l d  u s  t h a t  s u p p e r  was  r e a d y - - o f  c o u r s e  e v e r y -
t h i n g  was d r o p p e d  a s  c l e i c k  a s  i t  c o u l d  b e ,  e n d  b e f o r e  s A p p e r  we  r e c e i v e d
an o r d e r  t o  move  a n d  p e n  a n d  i n k  a r e  n o w  e n t i r e l y  o u t  o f  t h e  n ! e s t i o n ,  a t
l e a s t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t w o  h o u r s ,  a n d  b e f o r e  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  m a i l  w i l l  h a v e  g o n e

Ae w e r e  r e p l a c e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  g i v i n g  u s  a  c h a n c e  t o  c l e a n  u p .
B r i g a d e  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r  f i r e  e v e r  s i n c e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  h e r e ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t

a l l  t h e  t i m e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e ,  b u t  t h e  second  l i n e  i s  n e a r l y  a s  b a d  a s
the f i r s t ,  s o  f a r  a s  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  s h o t s  o f  t h e  R e b e l s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  a n d
I  t h i n k  o n  t h e  w h o l e  w e  h a v e  h a d  a s  many men h i t  i n  t h e  second  l i n e  a s  i n
the  f i r s t - - W h e n  n o t  a c t u a l l y  e n g a g e d .  P e r h a p s  t h e y  w i l l  a l l o w  u s  t o  s t a y
here f o r  a  f e w  d a y s  t o  r e c r u i t  a n d  c l e a n  u p ,  b u t  e v e n  n o w  a s  I  w r i t e  r e -
p o r t  r e a c h e s  me  o f  a n  e x p e d i t i o n  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  p l a n n e d  a n d  i n  w h i c h  o u r
; o r p s  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  p l a y  a  p r o m i n e n t  p a r t .  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  i t  i s
t o  s t o r m  t h e  R e b e l  w o r l : s  i n  f r o n t  o r  make  a  "  f l a n k  m o v e m e n t " .

Ma j .  G e n .  B u t t e r f i e l d  h a s  p o n e  home o n  a  l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e  a n d  t h e
: D i v i s i o n  i s  n o w  commanded b y  B r i p .  G e n .  W a r d .  h o  w o i l d n ' t  b e  a  M a j o r  Gen
e r a l .  T h e y  h a v e  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  o b t a i n i n g  l e a v e s  o f  a b s e n c e  w h i l e  w e
poor l i n e  o f f i c e r s  c a n  h a r d l y  r e t  a  l e a v e  w h e n  a l l  i s  q u i e t .  T h e  d i f f e r -
ence i -  i n  t h e  r a n k !
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Yesterday I  r e c e i v e d  my commiss ion  a s  C a p t a i n ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  am p u t t i n g
on a l l  t h e  s t y l e  o f  t h a t  i m p o r t a n t  o f f i c e .  I  d o  n o t  know w h e t h e r  I  s h a l l
go b a c k  t o  my Company r i g h t  o f f  o r  n o t .  I  h a v e  n o t  made u p  my mind f u l l y
on t h e  s u b j e c t .  M y  Co.  i s  " G "  and  o f  c o u r s e  I  t h i n k  I  h a v e  t h e  b e s t  i n
the Reg iment .  I t  i s  t h e  l a t e  C a p t .  B i g e l o w ' s .

I t  i s  s o  d a r k  t h a t  I  c a n  n o t  s e e  t h e  l i n e s  o n  t h i s  p a p e r  and  I  t h i n k
I  had  b e t t e r  c l o s e .  I t  i s  rumored  t h a t  we w i l l  n o t  have  a  chance  t o  send
ma i l  f o r  some t i m e  t o  come. I  hope  i t  may o n l y  become a  r u m o r.  W e  c a n
r e c e i v e  m a i l  b u t  n o t  send a n y.

Give my k i n d  r e g a r d s  t o  a l l  my f r i e n d s .  L o v e  t o  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y .
Remember me p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  M i s s  N e l l i e .

Good N i g h t
Your a f f  B r o
D.J .  E a s t o n
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Co. " G "  1 9 t h  M i c h i g a n  I n f a n t r y
I n  s i g h t  o f  A t l a n t a ,  G a .
J u l y  7 ,  1 P 6 4

My D e a r  S i s t e r s

I t  i s  n o t  o f t e n  t h a t  I  w r i t e  y o u  t w o  l e t t e r s  t h e  s a m e  d a y ,  a n d  e s -
p e c i a l l y  s o  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  a s  t h e s e  t w o  a r e .  I  h a v e  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  a n d
s e n t  o n e ;  b u t  I  f o r g o t  t o  s e n d  y o u  a  l i t t l e  d r a w i n g  t o  s h o w  y o u  w h a t  i n  t
army i s  c a l l e d  a  " p u p  t e n t . "  T a k e  a  g o o d  l o o k  a t  t h e  p i c t u r e  a n d  t h e n  s e
wha t  y o u  t h i n k  o f  t h e  b e a u t i e s  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  l i f e  o n  t h e  "  t e n t e d  f i e l d
The p i c t u r e  i s  a  v e r y  g o o d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  h o u s e  f o r  t w o  m e n .  O n e  o f
them y o u  w i l l  o b s e r v e  i s  a s l e e p  i n  h i s  t e n t ,  w h i l e  h i s  p a r t n e r  i s  s e a t e d
t h e  g r o u n d ,  w i t h  h i s  t i n  p l a t e  b e t w e e n  h i s  l e g s ,  e n g a g e d  i n  e a t i n g  h i s
b r e a k f a s t .  P e r h a p s ,  t o  m a k e  t h e  p i c t u r e  m o r e  p e r f e c t  t h e  a r t i s t  h a d  d r a w
a r a i n s t o r m ;  w i t h  l i t t l e  d r o p s  o f  w a t e r  f a l l i n g  o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  u n c o n -
s c i o u s  s l e e p e r ,  a n d  s m a l l  s t r e a m s  r u n n i n g  o v e r  h i s  l e g s .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e
k i n d  o f  t e n t s  t h a t  w e  a l l  h a v e  n o w  a n d  a l l  t h a t  w e  h a v e  h a d  s i n c e  w e  c o m -
menced t h e  c a m p a i g n .

As I  a m  w r i t i n g  a  f u r i o u s  c a n o n a d e  i s  g o i n g  o n  o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t .
Boys i n  t h e  f r o n t  r e p o r t  t h a t  o : i r  f o r c e s  a r e  s h e l l i n g  t h e  r e b e l l i o n .
P r o b a b l y  a n  a t t e m p t  i s  b e i n g  made t o  c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  a n d  o c c u p y  s o m e
p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  w e  c a n  f o r c e  t h e  R e b e l s  t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  s t r o n g h o l d  a n d  t h e
r i v e r .  T h e  b o y s  r e p o r t  t h e  b u r s t i n g  o f  t h e  s h e l l s  a s  b e a i l t i f L t 1  b e y o n d
d e s c r i p t i o n .  I  h a v e  o f t e n  w i t n e s s e d  a  f u r i o u s  c a n n o n a d e  i n  t h e  n i g h t ,
and I  c a n  s a y  i n  a l l  c a n d o r ,  t h a t  t h e  " R e d  g l a r e  o f  s h e l l s  b u r s t i n g  i n  a i
i s  t h e  M o s t  b e a u t i f u l  s i g h t  t h a t  e v e r  I  w i t n e s s e d .  I  w o u l d  v e r y  m u c h  l i k
you t o  w i t n e s s  a  s c e n e  o f  t h i s  k i n d .

I n  m y  l e t t e r  o f  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  I  f o r g o t  t o  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  C o l .  d m .  L .
S t o u g h t o n  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  M i c h i g a n  h a d  a  l e g  s h o t  o f f  t h e  f o u r t h  b y  a  c a n n o n
s h o t  f r o m  t h e  R e b e l s .  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a b o u t  o n e  c h a n c e  i n
f i f t y  t h a t  h e  w i l l  l i v e .  T h e  C o l .  o n c e  w a s  f r o m  S t u r g i s ,  a n d  a t  t h e  t i m e
he r e c e i v e d  h i s  w o u n d  w a s  c o m m a n d i n g  a  B r i g a d e .  H e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  v e r y
b e s t  o f f i c e r s  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  e v e r  s e n t  i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e .

I  h a v e  n o t  s e e n  L t .  T u l l m a n  f o r  s o m e t i m e .  T h e  c a v a l r y  t o  w h i c h  h e
b e l o n g s  i s  o n  o u r  l e f t  I  b e l i e v e .

W e l l ,  a s  I  h a v e  n o t h i n g  o f  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  w r i t e  y o u  I  t h i n k  I
must  c l o s e  m y  l e t t e r  i n a s m u c h  a s  I  w r o t e  y o u  a  l o n g  o n e  t o - d a y .  I  a m  v e r
s o r r y  t h a t  I  c a n n o t  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  " g o a  c a l l i n g ; "  w i t h  me  c o n s e q u e n t l y  I
do n o t  e v e r  e x p e c t  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  M i s s  R a n d a l l .  I  t h i n k  I  h a d  b e t t e r
n o t  f o r g i v e  y o u  f o r  n o t  i n t r o d u c i n g  me w h e n  I  w a s  a t  home a  y e a r  a g o .
Perhaps  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  a  s e r i o u s  m a t t e r  i f  y o u  h a d .  W e l l  I  m u s t  a g a i
b i d  y o u  g o o d  n i g h t  " w i t h  p l e a s a n t  d r e a m s " .  A  d o z e n  k isse5 . !  f o r  a l l .

I  w i l l  w r i t e  m o t h e r  t o - m o r r o w  i f  I  h a v e  t i m e .
Yo u r  a f f e c t i o n a t e  B r o t h e r
) . J .  L a s t o n





P.S .  O h  h o r r o r s ! :  I  t h i n k  I  h e a r  you  s a y .  I  wonde r  i f  h e  r e a l l y
has t o  have  a  .  F o r  once ,  yeF; !  M y  company a r e  f i x i n g  u p  o n e
o f  t h e  p r e t t i e s t  a r b o r s  y o u  e v e r  saw f o r  t h e i r  c a p t a i n .  C a l l  w i t h  y o u r
f r i e n d s  t o -morrow a t  t e n  and s e e  me.

DJE





Co. " 6 '  1 9 t h  M i c h i g a n  I n f t y
Near A t l a n t a ,  G a .
July 15,  1864

My D e a r  S i s t e r :

I  h a v e  j u s t  g o t  my n e w  h o u s e  f i x e d  u p  a n d  t a k e n  p o s s e s s i o n ,  a n d  a s
a m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e  I  f e e l  p r e t t y  p r o u d .  I t  i s  a  f i n e  B o w e r y  a b o u t  e i g h t
o r  t e n  f e e t  w i d e  b y  a b o u t  f i f t e e n  i n  l e n g t h .  I t  i s  a  b e a u t i f u l  "summer
r e t r e a t . "  I  t h i n k  i f  y o u  c o u l d  s e e  me n o w  a s  I  a m  s i t t i n g  " a l l  a l o n e  b y
m y s e l f "  y o u  w o u l d  e n v y  me i n  my g a y  l i t t l e  h o u s e  a n d  h a p p i n e s s .  M y  b o y s
f i x e d  i t  u p  f o r  me;  d o n ' t  y o u  t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  p r e t t y  good  f e l l o w s ?  O f
course  y o u  d o ,  a n d  s o  d o  I .

We h a d  a  v e r y  f i n e  r e f r e s h i n g  s h o w e r  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  s i n c e  w h i c h  t i m e
t h e  w e a t h e r  h a s  b e e n  " b e a r a b l e ' : "  W e  a l s o  h a d  q u i t e  a  s h o w e r  l a s t  n i g h t ,
and a s  u s u a l  I  g o t  p r e t t y  w e t .  J u s t  i m a g i n e  y o u r s e l f  e n j o y i n g  a  g o o d
s l e e p ,  d r e a m i n g  o f  home o f  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  o f  b e i n g  t h e r e ,  a n d  h a v -
i n g  a  good t i m e  g e n e r a l l y ,  a n d  t h e n  s u d d e n l y  f i n d  y o u r s e l f  awakened  b y
a p e r f e c t  s h e e t  o f  w a t e r  P o u r i n g  down i n t o  y o u r  f a c e ,  a n d  d r e n c h i n g  y o u
c o m p l e t e l y,  a n d  y o u  c a n  t h e n  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  b e a u t i e s  o f  camp l i f e ,  s u c h
as l a s t  n i g h t .  W e l l ,  a l l  t h i n g s  t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  I  manage  t o  e n -
j o y  m y s e l f  p r e t t y  w e l l .  W e  d o n ' t  o f t e n  g e t  w e t  more  t h a n  t w o  o r  t h r e e
t imes  a  w e e k .

We h a v e  a  r u m o r  t o - n i g h t  t h a t  we  a r e  t o  m a r c h  t o m o r r o w  m o r n i n g  a t
f o u r  o ' c l o c k .  I f  we  d o  w e  s h a l l  p r o b a b l y  c r o s s  t h e  C h a t t a h o o c h e e  R i v e r ,
and u p  i n t o  a  f i g h t  w i t h  t h e  R e b e l s  i n  a  d a y  o r  t w o .  O f  c o u r s e  o u r  C o r p s
w i l l  t a k e  t h e  a d v a n c e  w h e n  i t  comes t o  t h e  f i g h t i n g ,  ( a s  i t  a l w a y s  d o e s )
A s u r g e o n  who h a s  b e e n  b a c k  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  r e p o r t e d  t o -clay t h a t  h e  s a y s
e s t i m a t e s  o f  k i l l e d  a n d  wounded i n  t h i s  a r m y  d u r i n g  t h e  c a m p a i g n ,  a n d  h e
says t h a t  more  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  number  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h
c o r p s .  I  d o  n o t  know w h e t h e r  t h i s  i s  a  c o r r e c t  e s t i m a t e  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I  d o
know t h a t  we  h a v e  b e e n  i n  e v e r y  f i g h t  s i n c e  t h e  c a m p a i g n  o p e n e d .  T h e
11 t h  M i c h i g a n  h a s  o n l y  b e e n  i n  o n e  f i g h t ,  a n d  t h e n  o n l y  l o s t  f o u r t e e n  men.
Our C o r p s  i s  g a i n i n g  a  b i g  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  i t ' s  f i g h t i n g  q u a l i t i e s  h e r e  i n
the  a r m y  I  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u .

I  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  y o u  t o - n i g h t  a l s o  a  C o l d w a t e r  S e n t e n t i n e l .
I  s e e  b y  t h e  p a p e r  y o u  h a d  a  g r a n d  t i m e  t h e  f o u r t h  o f  J u l y .  I t  w o u l d
have g i v e n  me g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e r e  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e
e x e r c i s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  e a t i n g  came i n  t h e  p l a y .  N e x t
f o u r t h  i f  " t h i s  c r u e l  w a r  i s  o v e r "  a n d  I  a m  " p r e s e n t  a n d  a c c o u n t e d  f o r "
I  h o p e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  e a t  d i n n e r  w i t h  y o u .  T o  t e l l  y o u  t h e  t r u t h  I  d o  n o t
much f a n c y  t h e  d i n n e r s  t h e y  g e t  u p  h e r e  i n  G e o r g i a .  T h e y  e v i d e n t l y  d o
w e l l  enough f o r  e v e r y - d a y  d i n n e r s  ( U n c l e  Sam t h i n k s  s o )  b u t  f o r  g r a n d
days l i k e  t h e  f o u r t h ,  w h e n  l u x u r y  a n d  p l e n t y  i s  supposed t o  b e  a l l  a r o u n d ,
i t  w o n ' t  d o :

I  h a v e  n o t h i n g  p a r t i c A l a r  t o  w r i t e  y o u  a b o u t  t o - n i g h t .  H a v e  w r i t t e n
you e v e r y  n i g h t  I  t h i n k  f o r  t w o  w e e k s .
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Give my r e g a r d s  t o  U n c l e  and A u n t (  I  c a n ' t  t h i n k  who)
and t e l l  t hem t h a t  i t  wou ld  g i v e  me much p l e a s u r e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  -be them
to  C a p t .  E a s t o n .  A l s o  l o v e  t o  Unc le  Damon's f o l k s  and  a s k  h i m  why h e
d o e s n ' t  w r i t e  me I  have  n o t  hea rd  f r o m  h i m  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  K i s s  l i t t l e
U f f i n n i e  f o r  me. I f  she  i s  a s  d e a r  a  l i t t l e  t h i n g  a s  h e r  namesake s h e
i s  i n d e e d  a  t r e a s u r e .  N o w ,  d o n ' t  t h i n k  because I  made t h a t  a s s e r t i o n
t h a t  I  am "dead  i n  l o v e " ,  a n d  g o  o f f  i n t o - - w h a t  d o  y o u  c a l l  t h e m - - p e s -
t i n c h e s ,  c a t n i p a t i o n  f i t s  o r  someth ing  o f  t h e  s o r t .  ( I  e x p e c t  t h o s e
words a r e  r i g h t ) .

!'Jell good n i g h t .  Remember  me t o  y o u r  f r i e n d  U f f i n  N .  a n d  a l l  t h e
r e s t .

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e  B r o t h e r

D.J.  E a s t o n
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Co. " G "  1 9 t h  M i c h i g a n  I n f a n t r y
4 M i l e s  f r o m  A t l a n t a ,  G a .
J u l y  1 9 t h  1 9 6 4

My D e a r  S i s t e r s

S i n c e  l a s t  I  w r o t e  y o u  a s  y o u  w i l l  s e e  b y  m y  d a t e  w e  h a v e  c h a n g e d
o u r  p o s i t i o n .  O n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t h e  1 7 t h  w e  r e c e i v e d  m a r c h i n g  o r d e r s ,
b u t  d i d  n o t  g e t  s t a r t e d  u t l  s i x  o ' c l o c k , - - w e  s t a r t e d  o f f  t o w a r d s  t h e  l e f t ,
t h e  a r m y  m a r c h e d  a b o u t  e i g h t  m i l e s  t o  t h e  r i v e r ,  a n d  c r o s s e d  i t  o n  p o n -
t o o n  b r i d g e s - - t h e n  m a r c h e d  a b o u t  t w o  m i l e s  f u r t h e r  a n d  w e n t  i n t o  c a m p .
Ye s t e r d a y  a t  n o o n  w e  a g a i n  g o t  m a r c h i n g  o r d e r s  a n d  f o r m e d  " l i n e  o f  b a t t l e "
a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  w h e r e  w e  l a y .  W e  t h e n  m a r c h e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o o d s  f o r
a b o u t  t w o  m i l e s  i n  c o l u m n s  o f  d i v i s i o n  b y  B r i g a d e ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  c o m e  u p
w i t h  t h e  a r m y .  W e  t h e n  r e c e i v e d  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  t h e  e n e m y  w a s  o n
t h e  r e t r e a t ,  a n d  t o o k  t h e  r o a d  a n d  w e n t  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  f u r t h e r  a n d
f o u n d  " l i n e  o f  b a t t l e "  i n  t h e  w o o d s  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  h e r e  s i n c e .  C a n n o n a d -
i n g  i s  h e a r d  o f f  t o  o u r  r i g h t  a n d  t h i s  m o r n i n g  a  f e w  g u n s  w e r e  h e a r d  i n
o u r  f r o n t .

We h a v e  t h e  r u m o r  t h a t  A t l a n t a  i s  o u r s ,  a n d  t h a t  S h e r m a n  n o w  h a s  h i s
h e a d q u a r t e r s  t h e r e .  S u c h  a  t h i n g  w o u l d  n o t  b e  i m p o s s i b l e ;  b u t  s t i l l  I  d o
n o t  h a r d l y  b e l i e v e  i t .  I f  i t  i s  n o t  o u r s  i t  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  b e  b e f o r e  t h e
c l o s e  o f  t h e  w e e k .  I  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  s u r p r i s e d  i f  we  g o t  a  s h o r t  r e s t  t h e n ;
b u t  I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h e  c a m p a i g n  w i l l  c l o s e .  I  t h i n k  i t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n
o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t o - p u s h  t h e  R e b e l s  t o  t h e  l a s t  e x t r e m i t y .  T h e y  m u s t
e i t h e r  w h i p  u s  o r  t h e m s e l v e s  b e  a n n h i l a t e d ,  a n d  t h e n  g l o r i o u s  d r e a m s  o f  a
S o u t h e r n  C o n f e d e r a c y  f o r e v e r  d i s a p p e a r  f r o m  t h i s  u n i o n .

T h i s  m o r n i n g  I  s a w  C a p t .  To w n s a n d ,  a  y o u n g  man  w h o s e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  I
f o u n d  w h i l e  i n  L i b b y  P r i s o n ,  a n d  o f  whom I  p r e s u m e  y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  m e  s p e a k .
He i s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  o u r  I l l i n o i s  R e g i m e n t  a l t h o u g h  h e  b e l o n g s  t o  M i c h i g a n .

J u l y  2 1 ,  1 9 6 4

Dear  S i s t e r :

S i n c e  w r i t i n g  t h e  a b o v e  w e  h a v e  h a d  a n o t h e r  f i g h t .  Y e s t e r d a y  m o r n i n g
we w e r e  o r d e r e d  t o  m a r c h  a t  d a y l i g h t ;  b u t  d i d  n o t  g e t  s t a r t e d  t i l l  a b o u t
e i g h t  o ' c l o c k - - m a r c h e d  a b o u t  f o u r  m i l e s ,  t h r e e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  a r m y  a n d
one t o  t h e  S o u t h - - t o w a r d s  A t l a n t a .  h e  i m m e d i a t e l y  w e n t  o n  t o  t h e  f r o n t  l i n .
A b o u t  t h r e e  o ' c l o c k  w e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  t h e  e n e m y  w e r e  m a r c h -
i n g  o n  u s .  O f  c o u r s e  n o t  t o  b e  o u t  d o n e  i n  g a l l a n t r y  w e  a d v a n c e d  t o  m e e t
them h a l f  w a y.  W e  h a d  b u t  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t o  m a r c h  b e f o r e  w e  c a m e  u p  w i t h
them,  a n d  t o  w o r k  w e  w e n t .  T h e  a f f a i r  l a s t e d  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  w h e n  t h e  enemy
were b e a t e n  a n d  commenced a  P r e c i p i t a t e  r e t r e a t - - o u r  b o y s  h o t  a f t e r  t h e m .
Rebe ls  w e r e  d r i v e n  i n  f i n e  s t y l e .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  f a i r  o p e n  f i e l d  f i g h t
we h a v e  h a d  w i t h  t h e m  s i n c e  t h e  c a m p a i g n  o p e n e d .  T h e  f o r c e s  e m p l o y e d  w e r e
a b o u t  e q u a l ,  a n d  n e i t h e r  p a r t y  h a d  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  much  w o o d s .  W e  f o u g h t
i n  a n  o p e n  f i e l d ,  a n d  a t  n o  t i m e  w e r e  t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  f o r c e s  m o r e  t h a n  t e n
o r f i f t e e n  r o d s  a p a r t ,  a n d  o f t e n  t h e y  came t o g e t h e r .  O n e  v e r y  l a r g e  R e b e l
a t t e m p t e d  t o  b a y o n e t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  a  f e l l o w  i n  " C "  b i t  h e  " r e c k o n e d "
w i t h o u t  h i s  b e t ! - - t h e  l i t t l e  f e l l o w  s h o t  h i m  d e a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b r a i n .





Note '  P e n c i l e d  a t  t o p  o f  f i r s t  p a g e .

A l l  t h i n g s  c o n s i d e r e d  o u r  l o s s  was c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s l i g h t .  W e  o n l y
l o s t  f i v e  o r  s i x  k i l l e d  a n d  f o r t y - f o u r  wounded. M a j .  B a k e r  was wounded q u i '
s e v e r l y  i n  t h e  h i p .  L t .  P u l l m a n  k i l l e d .  I n  my Co.  I  l o s t  s i x  wounded n i n e
k i l l e d .

Note; T h r e e  o r  f o u r  words  u n r e a d a b l e .

Your a f f  B r o
D.J.  E a s t o n
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Co. " G "  1 9 t h  Michigan I n f a n t r y
l i m i l e s  f rom A t l a n t a ,  G a .
July 2 4 ,  1 8 6 4

My Dear  S i s t e r ;

You see  we a r e  g r a d u a l l y  approaching t h e  Rebel  C i t y  A t l a n t a .  A f t e r
the Rebels f o u n r  t h e y  could  n o t  break o u r  l i n e s ,  t h e y  d i d  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g
they could  d o - -  r e t r e a t .  W e  fo l lowed them c l o s e .  T h e y  l e f t  on t h e  Men:l-
ing n i g h t  o f  t h e  22nd i n s t .  a n d  we fo l lowed  them a t  d a y l i g h t .  A b o u t  h a l f
a m i l e  f rom our  o l d  p o s i t i o n  we came up t o  t h e i r  b r e a s t  works.  T h e y  were
as s t rong  a s  any f i e l d  works  I  e v e r  saw and could  n o t  have been c a r r i e d
without g r e a t  l o s s  o f  l i f e  i t  a t  a l l .  T h e  army i s  now i n  p o s i t i o n  one and
a h a l f  m i l es  f rom A t l a n t a .  W e  never  b u i l t  s t ronger  works and a r e  prepared
f o r  t h e  " R e b e l l i o n ; "  l e t  i t  come i n  whatever form i t  chooses. Y e s t e r d a y
afternoon t h e  Rebels a t tacked  Mc Pherson i n  heavy f o r c e ,  b u t  t h e y  were
t e r r i b l y  whipped a l though o u r  v i c t o r y  c o s t  us t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  g a l l a n t  Mc.
I t  i s  n o t  known t o  us  y e t  how he was k i l l e d .  T h i s  i s  a  l o s s  t o  o u r  army
not e a s i l y  r e p a i r e d .

The Rebels have been s h e l l i n g  us e v e r  s ince  we occupied t h i e  p o s i t i o n
but t h e y  have done b u t  l i t t l e  damage, o n l y  one man i n  o u r  Regiment has been
h i t .  H e  belongs t o  Co.  E  and was n o t  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d .  T h e y  do ,  however,
succeed i n  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  s h e l l s  and s o l i d  s h o t  i n  p r e t t y  c l o s e ,  s e v e r a l
have s t r u c k  j u s t  i n  f r o n t  o f  my Co . ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  b u s t i n g  o v e r
over and around u s . -  O n e  s o l i d  s h o t  has j u s t  now passed a b o u t  t e n  f e e t
to t h e  r i g h t  o f  my t e n t  and n o t  more t h a n  seven f e e t  h i g h ,  a s  t h e  bushes
through which i t  passed show. T h e  Rebels a r e  v e r y  c a r e l e s s  i n  shoot ing .
They had j u s t  as  l e a v e  h i t  us  a s  n o t .  I  do  n o t  know what  t h e  program i s
to be .  I t  may be  t h a t  a n  a t tempt  w i l l  b e  made t o  c a r r y  t h e  enemy's works
by a s s a u l t ,  o r  we may q u i e t l y  s e t t l e  down and"shel l  them" o u t .  I  do  n o t
think t h e  campaign w i l l  c l o s e  u n t i l  t h e  Rebel  army i s  u t t e r l y  destroyed o r
broken up.

I  presume t h a t  M a j .  B a k e r  w i l l  b e  a t  home be fo re  l o n g .  I  t h i n k  h e
w i l l  have no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  processing a - l eave  o f  absence", a s  h i s  wound
is such t h a t  he w i l l  n o t  be  a b l e  t o  do d u t y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a g a i n  f o r  some
time. I  wish I  could  go  home w i t h  him b u t  such a  t h i n g  i s  impossib le  now,
I  suppose. I f  I  l i v e  t i l l  t h e  c lose  o f  t h e  campaign I  s h a l l  make a n  e f f o r t
to go home f o r  a  s h o r t  t i m e .

Last n i g h t  t h e  Rebels drove i n  o u r  skirmishes and we a l l  c o n f i d e n t l y
expected t h e y  would make a n  a t tempt  t o  break  through o u r  l i n e s ;  b u t . t h e y
gave i t  up a f t e r  d r i v i n g  on  p i c k e t s - -  i n  a  s h o r t  t i m e  t h e y  a g a i n  re turned
to t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  posts - - t h e  Rebels hav ing  f a l l e n  back t o  t h e i r  works.
I f  they  do choose t o  g i v e  o s  a  c a l l  h e r e  t h e y  w i l l  probably  meet w i t h  a
very warm recept ion .  O u r  boys a r e  q u i t e  anxious f o r  t h e  Hebs t o  a t t a c k  u s .

The n igh ts  h e r e  a r e  q u i t e  c o l d ,  s o  much so  t h a t  we always f r e e z e  w i t h
one b lanke t  over  us .  I  d o  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  t o  have s u f f e r e d  s o  much f rom t h e
cold i n  Michigan i n  J u l y  and August,  a s  I  have down here  i n  Georgia .  T h e
days a r e  warmer- - t h e  n i g h t s  much c o l d e r.
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My h e a l t h  i s  q u i t e  good, much b e t t e r  t h a n  I  had reason  t o  e xpec t
i t  would b e  t h r e e  months ago I  t h i n k  I  have  been about  as  much f a t i  u e
as any  man i n  t h e  Regiment.  L t .  Cob len tz  i s  a t  p resen t  w i t h  t h e  e g i -
ment a l though n o t  do ing  d u t y.  H e  has tendered h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  and i s
wai t ing  f o r  h i s  papers t o  come around.  T h e y  w i l l  undoubtedly b e  a c c e p t -
ed. H e  says t h a t  he  w i l l  c a l l  and s e e  you when he  goes home. H e  i s
"messing" w i t h  me now.

Two o r  t h r e e  days ago I  r e c e i v e d  a  couple  l e t t e r s  f rom you da ted  away
back somewhere i n  t h e  " d a r k  ages" .  I  have  n o t  had a  l a t e  l e t t e r  f rom home
i n  some t i m e .  I  would l i k e  v e r y  much t o  see  Grandfa ther,  a s  I  s e e  b y  y o u r
l e t t e r  t h a t  he  i s  now a t  o u r  house. T e l l  Uncle  Damon t h a t  i f  he  d o e s n ' t
wr i te  me b e f o r e  l o n g  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  f u s s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y.

News a l l  d u l l .  I  do  n o t  have a n  oppor tun i ty  o f  g a i n i n g  much i n f o r m a -
t i o n  o f  i n t e r e s t .  O u r  Regiment j o i n s  t h e  4 t h  Corp.  o n  t h e  r i g h t .  T h e
badge o f  t h e  Corps i s  a n  acorn.  T h e  Rebels t o l d  some o f  t h e  4 t h  Corp boys
tha t  t h e y  were coming " o v e r  t o  c rack  some o f  those a c o r n s ! " .  T h e  boys r e -
p l i e d  t h a t  i f  t h e y  d i d  " t h e y  would s e e  s t a r s  b e f o r e  t h e y  g o t  back" .  T h e
"star"  i s  t h e  badge o f  o u r  Corp ( t h e  XXT7--The Rebels have a  h o r r o r  o f  t h e
20th Corp.

Well I  must b i d  you " a ' e w " ,  a s  A Wash says.  L o v e  t o  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y
and k ind  regards  t o  a l l  m i n d s .  Remember me p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  M i s s .
N e l l i e  R .  a l s o  t o  Miss  Mary Brad ley,  i f  she i s  i n  Coldwater  now. I
wonder i f  she shakes h e r  head a s  much a s  she used t o  when I  was a c q u a i n t -
ed w i t h  h e r.

Kiss f a t h e r  and mother f o r  me, a n d  t e l l  them t h a t  t h e y  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y
in  my thoughts;  and Imogene, E d d i e ,  F l o r a ,  I  o f t e n  t h i n k  o f  them.

Write me o f t e n ,  a s  I  presume I  do  n o t  g e t  more t h a n  h a l f  your  l e t t e r s .

Your A f f e c t i o n a t e  B r o .
D.J.  E a s t o n



1 1



Co. " G "  1 9 t h  Michigan I n f t .
Near A t l a n t a ,  G a .
July 2 7 ,  1 8 6 4

My Dear  S i s t e r :
I  rece ived  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  i n s t a n t  l a s t  n i g h t .  I  was v e r y

much f a t i g u e d  and t i r e d  o u t  w i t h  t h e  l a b o r s  and a n x i e t i e s  o f  t h e  d a y,  and
you do n o t  know how much good i t  d i d  me t o  read  i t .  W e  had been  l a b o r -
ing hard a l l  day  and a  p a r t  o f  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  o u r  b r e a s t  works hav ing
made another  advance n e a r e r  t h e  enemies works.  W h i l e  we were  a t  work
the Rebels t h r e w  a  few s h e l l s  a t  u s ,  b u t  no one was h u r t .  M u s k e t  b a l l s
came whizz ing  uncomfortably c l o s e  t o  o u r  e a r s ,  c a u s i n g  t h e  boys t o
ha l lo  a t  t h e  Rebs and t e l l  them t h a t  t h e y  were mighty  poor  marksmen.
We completed o u r  works about  f o u r  o ' c l o c k  and a t  s i x  we r e c e i v e d  n o t i c e
tha t  we would b e  r e l i e v e d  a s  soon as  d a r k .  W e  moved back about  e i g h t
o'clock about  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  o f  a  m i l e  and a r e  now i n  r e s e r v e .  O c c a -
s iona l ly  now a  cannon b a l l  comes w h i s t l i n g  o v e r  us b u t  t h a t  i s  a l l  we
have t o  f e a r  f rom t h e  R e b e l l i o n .  I  t h i n k  perhaps we s h a l l  remain  h e r e
two o r  t h r e e  days.

I  saw one o f  my o l d  Mc M i n n v i l l e  f r i e n d s  l a s t  n i g h t - - M r.  P r i c e .
He informed me t h a t  he  w i l l  probably  v i s i t  Coldwater  t h e  coming f a l l  and
he w i l l  g i v e  you a  c a l l .  I f  he  should preach  w h i l e  h e  s t a y s  t h e r e  you
must be s u r e  and go  and h e a r  him.

I  have g o t  my t a b l e  f i x e d  u p  and t h i n k  I  w i l l  now f i n i s h  my l e t t e r :

I  t h i n k  i t  would amuse you i f  you could  s e e  us  when we were b u i l d i n g
i t .  I t  i s  a  t a b l e  made o f  smal l  p o l e s ,  w i t h  a  b l a n k e t  thrown o v e r  them
to " t a k e  o f f  t h e  rough edges".  I t  i s  v e r y  convenient  however f o r  a  s o l d -
i e r .

"Wel l ,"  my cool‘ says ,  t h a t  " d i n n e r  i s  r e a d y " ,  and I  suppose I  s h a l l
have t o  s top  w r i t i n g  and e a t .  I  would i n v i t e  you t o  e a t  d i n n e r  w i t h  me;
but un for tuna te ly  I  have o n l y  one p l a t e .  W e  s h a l l  have f o r  d i n n e r  "Hard
tack': b e e f  soup, b o i l e d  b e e f ,  peaches,  and  t e a .  D o n ' t  you t h i n k  t h a t  i s
l i v i n g  p r e t t y  w e l l  f o r  us?

Dinner o v e r,  and  a s  t h e  f e l l o w  s a i d ,  " I  am t o o  f u l l  f o r  u t t e r a n c e " ,
so i t  i s  w i t h  me. I  have e a t e n  such a  h e a r t y  d i n n e r  t h a t  I  d o  n o t  much
fee l  l i k e  w r i t i n g .

We have j u s t  rece ived a  congra tu la tory  o r d e r  from Gen. Thomas, .con-
gra tu la t ing  us on  o u r  v i c t o r y  o v e r  t h e  Rebels o n  t h e  2 0 t h .  I  presume you
w i l l  see  i t  i n  t h e  papers b e f o r e  you r e c e i v e  t h i s .

Perhaps I  w i l l  w r i t e  you a g a i n  be fore  t h e  m a i l  c l o s e s .  I  d o n ' t  f e e l  much
l i k e  w r i t i n g  a t  present  I  c a n  assure you.

Regards t o  a l l  my f r i e n d s .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  remember me t o  Miss R .  I
have seen h e r  name so o f t e n  i n  your  l e t t e r s  t h a t  I  began t o  t h i n k  I  am
p r e t t y  w e l l  acquainted w i t h  h e r . Love t o  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y

Your A f f  Brother
'.arton
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Co " G "  1 9 t h  M i c h i g a n  I n f a n t r y
14 m i l e s  f r o m  A t l a n t a ,  G .
August  2 1 ,  1 8 6 4

My D e a r  S i s t e r :

I  h a v e  n o t  w r i t t e n  y o u ,  o r  i n  f a c t ,  a n y  o f  o u r  f o l k s  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s ,
f o r  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  o u r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  c u t  o f f  b y  t h e  R e b e l  c a v a l r y
making a  p a i n  i n  o u r  r e a r  a n d  t e a r i n g  u p  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  I t  i s  n o w  i n  r u n n -
i n g  o r d e r  a g a i n ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  I  t a k e  t h i s ,  m y  e a r l i e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  w r i t -
i n g .

S ince  l a s t  I  w r o t e  y o u  o u r  C o r p  h a s  r e m a i n e d  i n  s t a t u s  o u o .  I  d o  n o t
t h i n k  w e  s h a l l  make a n o t h e r  move t o  t h e  f r o n t  t i l l  w e  e i t h e r  g o  f o r  t h e
purpose o f  c a r r y i n g  t h e  R e b e l  f o r t i f i c a t i o n ,  o r  p e r h a p s  t o  g i v e  t h e m  a  b i g
s c a r e .  O u r . l i n e  o f  w o r k s  i s  n o w  o n l y  a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  r o d s  f r o m  t h e m  a n d
the  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  g r o u n d  i s  s u c h  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  a n y  c l o s e r
w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  them a  d e c i d e d  a d v a n t a g e .  W e  h a v e  b u i l t  w o r k s  w i t h i n  t e n
rods o f  t h e m  b u t  t h e  g r o u n d  w a s  a s  g o o d  f o r  o n e  s i d e  a s  t h e  o t h e r .

E v e r y t h i n g  a r o u n d  u s  n o w  l o o k s  g l o o m y  a n d  d r e a r y  e n o u g h .  A  s l o w
drizzl ing r a i n  storm has been " r a i n i n g  a l l  t h e  morning. I t  makes us  a l l
l o o k  a s  b l u e  a s  a n  i n d i g o  b a g , "  a n d  I  p r e s u m e  n o n e  o f  u s  a r e  i n  t h e  b e s t
o f  humors .  I  f o r  o n e  m u s t  c o n f e s s  t h a t  I  a m  dueced  c r o s s  e n t i r e l y  " o u t  o f
s o r t s , "  a n d  i t  i s  b a r e l y  s a f e  f o r  o n e  o f  my b o y s  t o  s p e a k  t o  m e .  I f  I
should h a v e  t h e  good f o r t u n e  t o  g e t  home a n d  y o u  s h o u l d  c a t c h  me i n  o n e  o f
these  moods,  I  w o u l d  a d v i s e  y o u ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  r e g a r d  f o r  y o u  p e r s o n a l
s a f e t y ,  d o  n o t  s p e a k  t o  m e .  I  t e l l  y o u  i t  i s  d a n g e r o u s .  I  b e l i e v e  I  n e v e r
wore " r o u n d - a - b o u t s "  w h e n  a t  home.  I  d o  n o w.  I  t h i n k  y o u  w o u l d  n e a r l y
k i l l  y o u r s e l f  l a u g h i n g  c o u l d  y o u  s e e  me i n  o n e .  I f  I  g o  home t h i s  f a l l  I
t h i n k  I  m u s t  w e a r  o n e  s o  t h a t  y o u  c a n  h a v e  a  good h e a r t y  l a u g h  a t  my expens (

I  r e c e i v e d  a  c o u p l e  o f  l e t t e r s  f r o m  y o u  l a s t  n i g h t ,  a n d  w a s  v e r y  g l a d
to g e t  t h e m .  W e  h a d  b e e n  w i t h o u t  m a i l  f o r  some t i m e ,  a n d  l e t t e r s  seemed
l i k e  o l d  f r i e n d s - e s p e c i a l l y  a s  t h e y  came f r o m  home.

I  came n e a r  f o r g e t t i n g  t o  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  I  h a v e  l a t e l y  r e c e i v e d  a  n e w
a c q u i s i t i o n  t o  my f a m i l y .  I t  i s  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  a  n e g r o .  H e  was  c a p t u r e d
by Gen  G i n s a n t  o n  h i s  l a s t  r a i d  i n t o  G e o r g i a .  H e  i s  a  f i n e  a c t i v e  a n d  i n -
t e l l i g e n t  f e l l o w .  I  d o  n o t  know b u t  w h a t  I  s h a l l  t a k e  h i m  home w i t h  m e .
I n  f a c t  I  d o  n o t  know now.  I n  f a c t  I  d o  n o t  know how I  c a n  g e t  a l o n g  w i t h -
out  some o n e  t o  b l a c k  my b o o t s  b r u s h  my c l o t h e s  a n d  d o  a  t h o u s a n d  a n d  o n e
o t h e r  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  t h a t  c o n s t a n t l y  h a v e  t o  b e  a t t e n d e d  t o  h e r e  i n  t h e  a r m y
My o t h e r  n i g g e r  t h e  o n e  I  h a v e  h a d  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  g o t  s c a n t  o u t  t h e  o t h e r
day when t h e  r e b e l s  t h r u  s h e l l s  i n t o  o u r  camp s o  t h i c k ,  a n d  r a n  o f f .  H e n r y
Laston i s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  w h i t e r  t h a n  many o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  C o l d w a t e r  who
c a l l  t h e m s e l v e s  w h i t e .

Maj .  B a k e r  h a s  n o t  y e t  r e t . ) r n e d  t o  t h e  R e g i m e n t ,  p r e s u m e  h e  i s  s t i l l
i n  M i c h i g a n .  I  h a v e  j u s t  w r i t t e n  h i m . -



I



I  have g o t  t o  s top  w r i t i n g  and go t o  d i n n e r.  I  d o  n o t  know b u t  what  I
sha l l  have something p r e t t y  n i c e .  I f  I  know f o r  c e r t a i n  t h a t  we shoud,
I  would i n v i t e  you,  a s  i t  i s  I  w i l l  w a i t  t i l l  a f t e r  d i n n e r,  and  t h e n
i f  every th ing  i s  p r e t t y  n i c e  I  w i l l  i n v i t e  ycza t o  e a t  a t  t h e  second
table .  H o w  w i l l  t h a t  s u i t  you?

Well ,  d i n n e r  i s  o v e r  and what  do you th in ] ;  I  had :  f o r  f e a r  you c a n -
not guess I  w i l l  t e l l  you .  T o  beg in  w i t h ,  Te a  w i t h  m i l k  and s u g a r  b o i l e d
beans, dumplings,  Hard  Bread and- -and  t h a t  was a l l .  T h a t  i s  what  I
c a l l  p r e t t y  good f o r  a  s o l d i e r .  I  am v e r y  s o r r y  I  cannot  b e  a t  home t o
eat water-mel lons w i t h  you.  I  do  n o t  know whether t h e r e  a r e  any  down
here o r  n o t .  I  have n o t  seen any i f  t h e r e  a r e  a n y.  I  do  n o t  expec t  I
sha l l  g e t  any t h i s  summer. W e  a r e  w i t h  t o o  l a r g e  a n  army and d o  n o t
have much o f  a  chance t o  g e t  " o u t  around"

I  would l i k e  v e r y  much t o  see  Miss M a t t i e  W i t t e n ,  a l s o  h e r  s i s t e r
Ce l ia  But  I  do  n o t  suppose I  should know e i t h e r  o f  them now. I  d a r e  s a y
Ce l ia  has grown t o  b e  q u i t e  a  young l a d y.  I  r e c o l l e c t  h e r  a s  a  l i t t l e
g i r l .  S h e  was wear ing s h o r t  dresses t h e  l a s t  t i m e  I  saw h e r .  W e l l  g i v e
them my regards ,  and  t e l l  them I  s h a l l  b e  happy t o  accept  t h e i r  i n v i t a -
t ion  t o  c a l l  on  them when I  r e t u r n  home. A l s o  remember me t o  Miss  N e l l i e
R. and N e l l i e  W. and  a l l  t h e  r e s t .

Love t o  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y,  ;old a s  many k isses  f o r  you a s  you know what
to do w i t h .

Your A f f  Bro ther
D.J. Easton





Co. "G"  1 9 t h  Michigan I n f t y .
Turner 's  F e r r y,  Te n n .
August 2 7 ,  1 8 6 3

f . ,
My Dear  S i s t e r s

You w i l l  see by my heading t h a t  we have again changed posi t ion.
The e n t i r e  2 0 t h  AC i s  now on t h e  Chattahoochee R i v e r  doing d u t y.  W e
moved down here  f rom o u r  o l d  p o s i t i o n  n i g h t  be fore  l a s t ,  and  a r e  a n t i c i -
pat ing comparat ively  a  q u i e t  t i m e .  W e  have n o t  heard a  musket s h o t  f rom
the enemy f o r  n e a r l y  t w e n t y - f o u r  hours u n t i l  t h i s  morning. I  was g i v e n
duty as  "Br igade O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  day" and about  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  I  r e c e i v e d
not ice t h a t  t h e  Rebels were i n  o u r  f r o n t  and advancing.  T h e  L t .  command-
ing t h e  d e t a i l  f rom one o f  t h e  Regiments repor ted  t h a t  he had seen  about
an hundred o f  t h e  " g r e y  backs '  a n d  I  succeeded i n  g e t t i n g  a  Blimps o f  a
few more. T h e y  f i r e d  a  few rounds,  s h o t s .  a t  u s ,  and  some o f  them came
uncomfortably c lose  t o  o u r  e a r s . - -  The exc i tment  was k e p t  up t i l l  about
noon when t h e y  opened o n  us w i t h  two p ieces  o f  a r t i l l e r y .  T h e y  made
some splendid  shots ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  have t h e  good f o r t u n e  t o  h i t  any  o f  u s .
A f t e r  f i r i n g  a  few rounds t h e y  'packed u p '  and  l e f t  t h e  Yanks t o  t h e i r
f a t e .  S c o u t s  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  hover ing  around u s  and we may
have a  f i g h t  w i t h  them b e f o r e  t h e  t h i n g  ceases y e t .  O u r  skur ry ing  l i n e
was d r i v e n  i n  by  t h e  Rebels- - b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  l i n e  was thrown back t o  draw
them i n ,  and  b u t  few rounds were exchanged w i t h  them. W e  had i n  t h e  B r i -
gade two  men wounded and t h e  Rebels  probably  l o s t  something more. W e  k i l l -
ed two o f  them and t h e y  have been brought  i n t o  camp. H o w  many wounded
we do n o t  know.

We a r e  now on t h e  south  bank o f  t h e  Chattahoochee. I  do  n o t  under -
stand how i t  i s  t h a t  t h e  2 0 t h  Corps has g o t  t o  t h e  r e a r .  S i n c e  t h e
campaign we have always been assigned t h e  posts  o f  danger and honor.
I  t h i n k  perhaps t h e y  cons ider  t h i s  one f o r  t h e  reason t h a t  we a r e  new.
The balance o f  t h e  army a r e  making some impor tant  move, w h a t  i t  i s  I
hardly know and perhaps i t  would n o t  be adv isab le  f o r  me t o  g i v e  a n
opinion as  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  l i a b l e  t o  be  captured b y  t h e  enemy. I  hope we
sha l l  be  a l lowed t o  s t a y  h e r e  f o r  a  month o r  so i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c r u i t  up
and g e t  o u r  repor ts  and accounts s e t t l e d  u p ,  and e v e r  t h i n g  i n  running
order aga in .  S u c h  a  campaign as  we have had p l a y s  t h e  " v e r y  Dickens" w i t h
o f f i c e r s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  O u r  company desks and papers a r e  now a l l  w i t h
us and I  am going t o  be  v e r y  busy f o r  t h e  n e x t  week o r  so you may "reckon"
and I  do  n o t  t h i n k  I  c a n  w r i t e  you o f t e n e r  than  once a  day.

I  rece ived  t o -day a  l e t t e r  f rom you dated  a s  f a r  back a s  June 2 0 t h ,
and was v e r y  g lad  t o  g e t  i t ,  a s  i t  contained s o  much o f  Easton news.
Well ,  I  am v e r y  g lad t o  g e t  l e t t e r s  f rom home o f  any d a t e  I  c a n  assure you
and i f  they  do happen t o  be  behind t h e  t imes  do n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  I  do  n o t
read them. E v e r y  word i s  read  and r e - r e a d ,  and t h e n  read even a g a i n . - -

I  am having a  good t i m e  w i t h  t h e  t o o t h  ache t o - n i g h t ,  and I  t h i n k  i f
the Surgeon was here  I  should have i t  e x t r a c t e d .  T o o t h  aches a r e  n o t  a
very good t h i n g  i n  t h i s  p l a c e ,  and I  t h i n k  t h i s  p l a c e  should b e  i n  some
good o l d  Rebels head.

I have g o t  me a  good n i c e  bowery house f i x e d  u p  and am en joy ing  mysel f
as w e l l  a s  t h e  s t a t e - o f - t h e -weather and t h e  Rebels w i l l  p e r m i t .  I  am now
l i k e  t h e  Rebels;  a l l  I  want  i s  t o  be  " l e t  a lone . "





I  d o n ' t  w a n t  t h e m  t o  C i s t : i r b  m y  , I . . i m b e r s  t o - n i r . h t ,  b y  t h e  r a t t l e  o f
t h e i r  m u s k e t r y  o r  t h e  b o o i n g  o f  t h e i r  a r t i l l e r y .  I f  my t e e t h  a r u  I
g e t  o n  g o o d  t e r m s  a f a i n  I  w i l l  r i s k  t h e  R e b e l s .

I  h e a r d  f r o m  m a j .  b a k e r  t o - n i c h t .  H e  i s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t
N a s h v i l l e .  d o i n g  w e l l  a n d  p a y s  h e  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  R e g i m e n t  a s  s o o n
as t h e  S u r g e o n  w i l l  l e t  h i m .  4 0  a r e  a l l  v e r y  a n x i o u s  t o  s e e  h i m .

I  h a v e  n o t  y e t  made  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  " l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e '  b u t
t h i n k  I  s h a l l  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  n a j o r  g e t s  b a c k  ;1,0. I  d o  n o t  d o u b t  b i , t
t h a t  i t  w i l l  g o  t h r o u g h  a l l .  r i g h t .

Regards  t o  a l l  m y  f r i e n d s .  R e m e m b e r  me t o  h i s s  B a i n ,  1 . . i s s
N e l l i e  L o v e  t o  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y ,  a l s o  g r a n d p a .

Yo u r  A f f  B r o
I a s t o n





Co. " C "  1 8 t h  M i c h i g a n  I n f t y
A t l a n t a ,  G a .  O c t .  2 9 ,  1 8 6 4

My D e a r  M o t h e r ;

Your l e t t e r  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  my d e a r  f a t h e r  h a s  j u s t  b e e n
r e c e i v e d .  O h !  h o w  I  w i s h  I  c o u l d  b e  w i t h  y o u  n o w  t o  c h e e r  y o u  i n  y o u r
l o n e l i n e s s  a n d  s o r r o w .  I  h a v e  made t h r e e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  " l e a v e  o f
absence" b u t  t w o  o f  t h e m  h a v e  b e e n  r e t u r n e d  d i s a p p r o v e d .  I  h a v e  a n o t h e r
one i n  now,  t h a t  I  h a v e  n o t  y e t  h e a r d  f r o m .  I  h a v e  b u t  l i t t l e  f a i t h
however t h a t  i t  w i l l  come t h r o u g h  a p p r o v e d .  I t  seems t h a t  a n o t h e r  c a m -
p a i g n  i s  s o o n  t o  b e  o p e n e d ,  a n d  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  I  c a n  h a r d l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t
i t  w i l l  b e  a p p r o v e d .  I  w o u l d  r e s i g n  my c o m m i s s i o n  i n  t h e  a r m y  a n d  g o
home i f  I  t h o u g h t  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  l e a s t  c h a n c e  f o r  i t  t o  g o  t h r o u g h ;  b u t
I  d o  n o t .  W r i t e  t o  m e ,  d e a r  m o t h e r ,  a n d  t e l l  me h o w  a f f a i r s  a r e  i n  t h e
f a m i l y .  I  a m  a n x i o u s  t o  a s s i s t  y o u  a n d  m y  c l e a r  f a t h e r l e s s  s i s t e r s  a n d
b r o t h e r ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  I  c o n s i d e r  i t  my d u t y  b u t  t o  p r o v e  t h e  l o v e  I  h a v e
f o r  y o u  a l l . -  O h !  d e a r  m o t h e r ,  y o u  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  a r e  c o n -
s t a n t l y  i n  my t h o u g h t s ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a n  h o u r  d u r i n g  my w a k i n g  h o u r s  t h a t
I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  o f  y o u ,  a n d  h o w  much y o u  n e e d  m e  t h e r e  i n  t h i s  o u r  s o r e
a f f l i c t i o n .

I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  b u t  t w o  l e t t e r s  f r o m  home f o r  now more  t h a n  t w o
months a n d  b o t h  t h e s e  f r o m  y o u ,  a n d  b o t h  b e a r i n g  s a d  n e w s .  I t  i s  a l m o s t
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  a n y t h i n g  o v e r  t h e  r o a d  n o w,  a n d  f o r  more  t h a n  a  m o n t h
we w e r e  c u t  o f f  f r o m  a l l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o u t e r  w o r l d  a n d  e v e n  now
i t  i s  n o t  much b e t t e r .  I t  i s  a l m o s t  l i k e  r u n n i n g  t h e  g a u n t l e t  t o  g e t
e i t h e r  t o  o r  f r o m  C h a t t a n o o g a .  M y  2 n d  L i e u t e n a n t  w a s  c a p t u r e d  y e s t e r d a y ,
and o u r  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  i n f o r m s  me t h a t  e n g i n e s  a r e  r u n  o f f  a l l  a l o n g  t h e
l i n e  o f  t h e  r o a d .  R e b e l  bushwhackers  a r e  t h i c k  a l l  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d ,  a n d
t h i s  a c c o u n t s  f o r  my n o t  h e a r i n g  f r o m  home I  p r e s u m e  a s  o f t e n  a s  I  s h o u l d
hve d o n e  u n d e r  more  f a v o r a b l e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

We h a v e  r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  s e n d  a l l  b a g g a g e  t o  t h e  r e a r ;  a n d  r u m o r
says w e  a r e  t o  h a v e  a  f i f t y  d a y ' s  c a m p a i g n .  I  h a r d l y  know w h e t h e r  t o
b e l i e v e  i t  o r  n o t .  O f  o n e  t h i n g  I  a m  c e r t a i n ,  o u r  c o r p s  i s  t o  l e a v e  t h i s
c i t y ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  w e  s h a l l  l e a v e  w i t h i n  t h e  corning w e e k .  I  h a v e  n o  d o u b t
b u t  t h a t  we  s h a l l  h a v e  a  h a r d  c a m p a i g n ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  a  b ] o o d y  o n e .  B u t
t h i s  c a n n o t  b e  a v o i d e d .  T h e  R e b e l s  m u s t  b e  d r i v e n  f r o m  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n ,
a t  w h a t e v e r  c o s t  o f  l i f e .  I  t h i n k  w e  s h a l l  b e  r e l i e v e d  b y  t h e  Army o f
the  Te n n e s s e e .

Now, d e a r  m o t h e r ,  w r i t e  me a  l o n g  l e t t e r  and  t e l l  me y o u r  p l a n s  f o r
t h e  f u t u r e  o r  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  my  t e r m  o f  s e r v i c e  e x p i r e s .  P e r h a p s  I  s h a l l
then  i n s i s t  upon  a  c h a n g e .  I  d o  n o t  know t h a t  I  c a n  make C o l d w a t e r  my
home b u t  I  s h a l l  i n s i s t  upon  b e i n g  w i t h  y o u ,  a n d  m y  d e a r  s i s t e r s  a n d
b r o t h e r .  I f  I  d o  n o t  f a l l  i n  my c o u n t r y ' s  s e r v i c e ;  I  s h a l l  s p e n d  t h e
b a l l a n c e  o f  my l i f e  w i t h  y o u  a n d  t h e  f a m i l y .
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I  c a n n o t  w r i t e  y o u  m u c h  t o - n i g h t .  I  w r o t e  y o u  a  l o n g  l e t t e r  y e s t e r -
d a y ;  b u t  d o  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  r e c e i v e  e i t h e r  o f  t h e m .  M a i l  i s  n o w
so u n c e r t a i n .

I  a m  o n  d u t y  a s  " O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  D a y "  i n  t o w n ,  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y
b u s y  a l l  d a y .  I  a m  q u i t e  t i r e d .  I  h a v e  n o t  s e t  d o w n  s i n c e  e a r l y  t h i s
m o r n i n g  u n t i l  I  s e t  d o w n  t o  w r i t e  y o u  t h i s  l e t t e r .  I  s h a l l  b e  u p  a l l
n i g h t .

I  h a v e  j u s t  h e a r d  t h a t  M a j o r  B a k e r  h a s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  R e g i m e n t  I
have n o t  s e e n  h i m .  I  s h a l l  c a l l  o n  h i m  a s  s o o n  a s  I  f i n i s h  t h i s  l e t t e r .

Now, d e a r  m o t h e r ,  w r i t e  me  i n  r e g a r d  t o  a l l  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e
f a m i l y ,  I  a m  a n x i o u s  t o  k n o w,  t h a t  I  m a y  m a k e  c a l c u l a t i o n s  a c c o r d i n g l y .

Good n i g h t ,  d e a r  m o t h e r ,  a n d  G o d  b l e s s  y o u  a l l .

Yo u r  A f f e c t i o n a t e  S o n
D . J .  E a s t o n
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Hd Q r s  2  B r i g .  3 d  D i v  XX A  r
Punysbury,  S .  C a r o l i n a  o r
Punysburg,  S .  C a r o l i n a
January  2 3 ,  1 8 6 5

My D e a r  S i s t e r :

I  s h a l l  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s e n d i n g  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  c i t y  t o - n i g h t ,
and s o  I  w i l l  s c r i b b l e  a w a y  f o r  a  s h o r t  t i m e .  A n  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  N a v y
i s  g o i n g  t o  t h e  c i t y  a n d  h a s  k i n d l y  p r o m i s e d  t o  t a k e  l e t t e r s  f o r  u s .
We r e c e i v e d  o u r  m a i l  t o - d a y ;  b u t  I  a m  s o r r y  t o  s a y  t h a t  I  d i d  n o t  r e -
c e i v e  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  home.  I  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  y o u  a n d  my  d e a r
mother  d o  n o t  w r i t e  m e .  I  h a v e  n o t  h e a r d  f r o m  home s i n c e  w e  s t a r t e d
from A t l a n t a  and  y o u  m u s t  know t h a t  I  am v e r y  a n x i o u s  t o  h e a r  f r o m  y o u .
I  d o  n o t  know b u t  w h a t  a n o t h e r  j o i n t  c a l a m i t y  h a s  b e f a l l e n  t h e  f a m i l y ,
o r  p e r h a p s  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  l e f t  t h e  c i t y  o f  C o l d w a t e r  and  m y  l e t t e r s  d o
not  r e a c h  y o u .

I  w r o t e  m o t h e r  a  d a y  o r  t w o  a g o .  W e  h a v e  n o t  moved s i n c e  t h e
d a t e  o f  my l a s t  l e t t e r .  I t  seems t h a t  w e  a r e  mud b o u n d .  A t  l e a s t  i t
i s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o  move o n  t h a t  a c c o u n t .  T h e  w a t e r  h e r e  a l m o s t
covers  t h e  e n t i r e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  g r o u n d .  I t  i s  n o w,  h o w e v e r ,  g r a d u a l l y
going down,  a n d  s o o n  I  e x p e c t  we  s h a l l  b e  a b l e  t o  s e e  o l d  m o t h e r  e a r t h
a g a i n .  I n  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  t h e  y e a r  1 7 7 9 - 1  t h i n k  i t  w a s -
Genera l  L i n c o l n  was s t u c k  a l s o  i n  t h e  mud a n d  w a t e r ,  a s  w e  n o w  a r e ,  f o r
a month ;  a n d  i t  was  t h e  same m o n t h .  W h e n  we  o c c u p i e d  t h i s  p l a c e  w e
captured  a n  o l d  p i e c e  o f  A r t i l l e r y ,  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  h e r e  s i n c e  t h e  w a r
between t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  G r e a t  B r i t a n  i n  1 8 1 2 .  I t  i s  a n  o l d  l o o k -
i n g  p i e c e  I  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u ,  a n d  b e a r s  t h e  m a r k  o f  w e a t h e r  a n d  w e a r .  I t
was p o s t e d  u p o n  t h e  r i v e r  b a n k ,  p r o b a b l y  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  f r i g h t -
ening t h e  Ya n k e e s  s h o u l d  t h e y  a t t e m p t  t o  come u p  t h e  r i v e r .  I t  d o e s  n o t
much r e s e m b l e  t h e  g u n s  w e  now h a v e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e .  I  d o  n o t  suppose  i t
could p o s s i b l y  b e  d i s c h a r g e d .

I  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  b u s y  t o - d a y.  M a k i n g  o u r  r e t u r n s  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r -
en t  D e p a r t m e n t s  a t  Wa s h i n g t o n .  O n e  m o r e  d a y ' s  w r i t i n g  w i l l  c l o s e  u p  m y
business f o r  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  and  I  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  I  s h a l l  b e  h i g h l y  p l a s e d
when i t  i s  c o m p l e t e d .

C a p t a i n  F o r d  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  came u p  t o  u s  t o - d a y .  H e  h a s  b e e n  b a c k  a t
N a s h v i l l e  w i t h  G e n .  T h o m a s .  C o l .  B a k e r  i s  s i c k  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  S a v a n n a h .
I  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  s u r p r i s e d  i f  h e  r e s i g n e d  a n d  w e n t  home.  H e  h a s  n o t  b e e n
w e l l  s i n c e  h e  was wounded a t  l e a s t  n o t  a s  t o u g h  a n d  h e a r t y  a s  h e  was  b e -
f o r e .

I  h a v e  n o t  h e a r d  f r o m  home f o r  s o  l o n g  a  t i m e  I  h a r d l y  k n o w,  w h a t
q u e s t i o n s  t o  a s k  o r  who t o  e n q u i r e  a f t e r .  I  h a v e  n o  news t o  w r i t e .  I
hope y o u  a r e  a l l  w e l l  a n d  e n j o y i n g  y o u r s e l v e s .

My l o v e  t o  m o t h e r  and  a l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  W r i t e  me o f t e n .
You d o  n o t  know how a n x i o u s  I  am t o  h e a r  f r o m  home.

Your A f f e c t i o n a t e  B r o t h e r
Laston





Hd Q r s .  8 t h  B r i g a d e  3  D i v .  2 0 t h  A . C .
Punysbury,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a
January  2 5 ,  1 8 6 5

My D e a r  M o t h e r :
Your l e t t e r  o f  t h e  1 0 t h  i n s t a n t  was  r e c e i v e d  b y  me y e s t e r d a y .  I

was v e r y  g l a d  t o  g e t  i t  y o u  may b e  s u r e .  I t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  l e t t e r  I  h a d
r e c e i v e d  f r o m  home s i n c e  b e f o r e  t h e  a r m y  l e f t  A t l a n t a  l a s t  f a l l .  I  s e e
by y o u r  l e t t e r  y o u  h a v e  w r i t t e n  me s e v e r a l  i n  r e g a r d  t o  a f f a i r s  a t  home,
b u t  I  h a v e  n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  t h e m .  I t  h a s  seemed t o  me t h a t  i t  w a s  a l w a y s
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  home.  I  t r u s t  now,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  we  m a y  r e c e i v e
our  l e t t e r s  m o r e  r e g u l a r  i n  a s  much a s  t h e y  h a v e  made a  s t a r t  i n  t h e  n e w
d i r e c t i o n .  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  made w h e r e b y  we  a r e
t o  r e c e i v e  o u r  m a i l  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  p e r  w e e k .  I  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  i t  r e  -
j o i c e s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  t o  know t h a t  t h i s  i s  s o .

I  h a v e  n o t h i n g  new t o  w r i t e  y o u  i n  r e g a r d  t o  o u r  p o s i t i o n  h e r e .
We a r e  i n  s t a t u s  a u o , k e p t  h e r e  b y  t h e  o r d e r  o f  K i n g  M u d .  I  h a v e  n o  i d e a
o f  t h e  t i m e  when t h e  o r d e r  w i l l  b e  r e v o k e d ,  a n d  w e  a g a i n  o r d e r e d  t o  move;
b u t  I  t h i n k  t h e  f i n e  w e a t h e r  we  a r e  h a v i n g  n o w  w i l l  h a v e  a  t e n d e n c y  t o
b r i n g  f o r t h  t h e  o r d e r  t o  move b e f o r e  many d a y s .  I  d a r e  s a y  w e  a r e  a l l
anxious t o  b e  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g .  W e  h a v e  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  t h e
low swamp o n  w h i c h  we  now a r e  camped,  a n d  a r e  d e s i r o u s  o f  l e a v i n g  i t  f o r
a more  c o m f o r t a b l e  p l a c e .  I f  t h e  w e a t h e r  c o n t i n u e s  f a i r  I  t h i n k  t h e
roads w i l l  b e  i n  s u c h  a  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  we c a n  m a r c h  w i t h i n  a  w e e k .

A l l  t h e  s u p p l i e s  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  C o r p s  a r e  r e c e i v e d  now a t  t h i s  p l a c e .
A g u n  b o a t  p a t r o l s  t h e  r i v e r  t o  k e e p  b a c k  a l l  t h e  R e b e l  I n f e r n a l  M a c h i n e s ,
Gun B o a t s  e t c .  t h a t  t h e y  may h a v e  u p  t h e  r i v e r  t o w a r d s  A u g u s t a .  I  t h i n k
t h a t  o u r  p o s i t i o n ,  p o o r  a s  i t  i s  h e r e ,  i s  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  t h a t  o f  a n y  o t h e r
Br igade  i n  t h e  C o r p .  T h e  m o s t  o f  t h e  C o r p .  i s  a t  a  s m a l l  p l a c e  c a l l e d
H e n d e r s o n v i l l e ,  some t h r e e  m i l e s  i n  o u r  r e a r ,  a n d  a s  t h e y  a l l  h a v e  t o  d r a w
t h e i r  s u p p l i e s  f r o m  t h i s  p l a c e ,  a n d  c a r r y  t h e m  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  commands
o r  f o r t s .  I  t h i n k  w e  h a v e  r a t h e r  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  b a r g a i n .

I  w a s  s o r r y  t o  h e a r  o f  U n c l e  Damon's  i l l  h e a l t h .  I  t r u s t  t h a t  w i t h
the r e t u r n  o f  g e n t a l  S p r i n g  h e  may r e c o v e r  h i s  h e a l t h .  I s  h i s  f a m i l y  i n
Coldwater?  I  h a v e  n o t  h e a r d  f r o m  t h e m  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  W h e r e  i s  U n c l e
C a l v i n  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  now? I  t h i n k  y o u  w r o t e  me a  l o n g  t i m e  a g o  t h a t  h e
had g o n e  t o  t h e  f a r  w e s t  t o  s e t t l e  o n  some w i l d  l a n d ,  o r  some t h i n g  o f
the k i n d .  I  h a v e  a l m o s t  f o r g o t t e n  w h a t  now;  i t  was  s o  l o n g  a g o .

We a r e  e x p e c t i n g  a n o t h e r  m a i l  e i t h e r  t o - n i g h t  o r  t o -morrow a n d  I
w i l l  n o t  t e l l  y o u  w h a t  I  t h i n k  b e s t  b e  d o n e  a b o u t  a f f a i r s  a t  home u n t i l
I  r e c e i v e  some o f  y o u r  l e t t e r s  t e l l i n g  me how m a t t e r s  s t a n d .  A s  I  b e f o r e
sa id  I  h a v e  h e a r d  n o t h i n g  f r o m  y o u  i n  r e g a r d  t o  o u r  a f f a i r s  t h e r e ,  a n d  d o
not  know how t o  w r i t e  o r  w h a t  t o  a d v i s e .  S o m e  o f  y o u r  o l d  l e t t e r s  w i l l
p r o b a b l y  come i n  w i t h  t h e  n e x t  m a i l ,  a n d  t h e n  p e r h a p s  I  s h a l l  k n o w  w h a t
to a d v i s e .  I  d o  n o t  know w h a t  t h e r e  i s  d u e  o n  t h e  p l a c e ,  w h e t h e r  t h e r e
has e v e r  b e e n  a  payment  made,  howmuch t h e r e  i s  c lue,  o r  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ,
consequent ly  I  c a n n o t  g i v e  my o p i n i o n .
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HO. Q r s .  2 d  B r i g .  3 d  J i l t .  2 0  AC
Goldsboro, N . C .
Apri l  8 ,  1865

My Dear  Mothers

We have j u s t  rece ived  o r d e r s  t o  b e  r e a d y  t o  move t o -morrow morning
at  d a y l i g h t ,  and  a l s o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  b e  t h e  l a s t  oppor -
t u n i t y  we s h a l l  have t o  send l e t t e r s  home. I  presume we s h a l l  a g a i n  c u t
loose f rom our  base.  I  have n o t  t i m e  t o  w r i t e  a  l o n g  l e t t e r  a s  t h e  p o s t -
master i s  now w a i t i n g  f o r  me. I  would l i k e  t o  have seen you t h i s  s p r i n g
but do n o t  know t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  g e t  home.

In  your  l a s t  l e t t e r  you t o l d  me t h a t  y o u r  l a w  s u i t  comes o f f  some
time i n  May. I  hope t h a t  I  may be  a b l e  t o  g e t  home b e f o r e  t h e  t r i a l
takes p l a c e .  I  w ish  I  knew j u s t  how mat ters  s tood w i t h  you.  H a v e  t h e
kindness t o  w r i t e  me i n  your  n e x t  l e t t e r  and g i v e  me a s  f u l l  a n  account
as p o s s i b l e .  H o w  much money you have on  hand e t c .  I  have n e v e r  rece ived
any o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  you s a y  you have w r i t t e n  me i n  regard  t o  o u r  a f f a i r s .
I  a l s o  wish you would t e l l  me who has charge  o f  t h e  s u i t  i n  ques t ion .  I
hope you w i l l  be  successfu l ;  b u t  even i f  you a r e  n o t  I  do  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e
is  v e r y  much danger o f  o u r  s t a r v i n g  o r  f r e e z i n g .  I  w i l l  be  a t  home now
i n  a  v e r y  s h o r t  t i m e  and t r u s t  t h a t  I  s h a l l  b e  a b l e  t o  make m a t t e r s  a l l
r i g h t .  I  have n o t  t ime  t o  w r i t e  much. I t  i s  l a t e .  G i v e  my l o v e  t o  a l l
the c h i l d r e n  and b e l i e v e  me, d e a r  mother,  I  am c o n s t a n t l y  t h i n k i n g  o f
you and those  under your  charge.

I  w ish  you would a l s o  ask  t h e  l a w y e r  who has charge o f  o u r  a f f a i r s
to w r i t e  me i n  regard t o  them. .

The s o l d i e r s  a r e  g r e a t l y  e x c i t e d  o v e r  t h e  news f rom Richmond and a l l
are c o n f i d e n t  o f  an  e a r l y  c l o s e  o f  t h e  w a r.  I  t r u s t  t h e  coming summer
may c lose  i t .  I  am w e l l .  C o l .  B a k e r  w i l l  p robably  b e  a t  home i n  a  s h o r t
time. H e  has promised t o  go and s e e  you.

I  c a n  w r i t e  no more. E x c u s e  w r i t i n g ,  and  b e l i e v e ,  my d e a r  mother,

I  am as  e v e r
Your A f f  Son
D.J.  Easton





Hd. Q r s .  2 d  B r i g .  3 d  D i v .  2 0 t h  A . C .
Raleigh, N .  C a r o l i n a
A p r i l  2 6 ,  1 8 6 5

Dear Mothers
I t  i s  probable  I  s h a l l  n o t  have a n  oppor tun i ty  t o  w r i t e  you a g a i n

f o r  two weeks o r  perhaps l o n g e r.  W e  s h a l l  probably  s t a r t  f o r  hom on
Sunday, a n d  as  we go across t h e  country  by  t h e  way o f  Petersburg and
Richmond, we s h a l l  b e  f o r  some t i m e  o u t  loose  f rom communications w i t h
those ou ts ide  t h e  de lap ida ted  and God- forsaken confederacy.  W e  c a r r y
f i f t e e n  days  r a t i o n s  w i t h  us  and orders  have been issued p r o h i b i t i n g
foragings o n  t h e  c o u n t r y.  W e  a l l  a r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  peace has been d e -
clared b u t  have,  a s  y e t  no o f f i c i a l  knowledge o f  i t  n o r  upon what terms
i s  n o t  known. I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  be l i eved  t h a t  t h e  pr ime movers i n  t h e  r e -
b e l l i o n  w i l l  be  d e a l t  w i t h  according t o  t h e  p resen t  laws o f  o u r  country ;
but t h a t  t h e  rank  and f i l e  o f  t h e  army w i l l  b e  f u l l y  pardoned. P e r h a p s
a l l  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l eaders  w i l l  be  pardoned, b u t  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  such men as
J e f f  Davis  and h i s  Rebel  congress.  I f  a l l  a r e  pardoned o u r  s o l d i e r y  w i l l
f e e l  a s  though t h e y  had been t e r r i b l y  abused and t h a t  one o f  t h e  grand
objects f o r  which t h e y  have been f i g h t i n g  and pour ing  o u t  t h e i r  blood l i k e
water,  was n o t  gained and t h a t  P r i s i d e n t  Johnson i s  h a r d l y  equa l  t o  t h e
emergency. I  t r u s t  and hope t h a t  t h e  l eaders  o f  t r e a s o n  w i l l  b e  punished
as t h e y  deserve.

On t h e  morning o f  t h e  2 4 t h  we rece ived  t h e  o rders  t o  march immediate-
l y ,  and  o u r  h igh  and p l e a s i n g  thoughts o f  peace f e l l  w i t h  a  c rash ,  a n d  we
came t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  peace was n o t  q u i t e  s o  n e a r  a t  hand a s  we
supposed. W e  moved o u t  south-west  o f  Ra le igh  f o r  about t h i r t e e n  mi les  and
went i n t o  camp expect ing  t o  march a g a i n  i n  t h e  morning. B u t  i n  t h e  morn- -
ing we rece ived  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  we would remain  i n  camp f o r  t h e  day - -
and h e r e  we stayed u n t i l  t h i s  morning when we rece ived  t h e  o r d e r  t o  r e -
turn t o  Re le igh  and t a k e  p o s i t i o n  i n  o u r  o l d  camp.

I  have rece ived  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  month, and
must say  t h a t  I  am v e r y  much surpr ised t h a t  you rece ived  n o  more l e t t e r s
from me. I  a lways w r i t e  you a s  many a s  t h r e e  p e r  week when we have a n
opportunity t o  send m a i l .  I  t r u s t  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  o f  June I  s h a l l
have no necess i ty  o f  w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  you.  I  e x p e c t  t o  be  home t h e n
and we can  converse t o g e t h e r  wi thout  t h e  use o f  pen and p a p e r.
The weather  here  i s  v e r y  warm now and o n  t h e  march t h e  s o l d i e r s  w i l l
suf fer  a  good d e a l .  T h e  d u s t  w i l l  a l s o  add t o  t h e i r  d iscomfor t ,  b u t  now
that  we know t h a t  we a r e  go ing home we f e e l  a lmost  equal  t o  any t a s k  and
w i l l i n g  t o  s u f f e r  any inconvenience and t o i l .

I  do  n o t  know where we s h a l l  b e  mustared o u t  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e  b u t  e x -
pect n o t  u n t i l  we reach o u r  own S t a t e - -probably  a t  1)owagac, o u r  camp o f
rendezvous.

Col Baker  has gone t o  t h e  run  s i c k .  H e  l e f t  us a t  Goldsboro. I  do
not know b u t  what he  i s  a t  home now. I  t h i n k  I  wro te  yog about  h i s  l e a v -
ing us i n  a  former  l e t t e r .





I  have no news t o  w r i t e .  I  a n x i o u s l y  l o o k i n g  forward  t o  t h e  t i m e
when I  can  see you and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y,  and  I  t r u s t  w i t h i n  two
months I  s h a l l  b e  a t  home t o  s t a y.

I  w i l l  w r i t e  you a g a i n  t h e  f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y ;  and  l e t  you know more
about u s .  I  expec t  I  s h a l l  n e x t  w r i t e  you a t  Petersburg o r  Richmond.

Give my l o v e  t o  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y  and t e l l  Imogene, F l o r a  and Edd ie  I
sha l l  expect  t o  see  them a l l  a t  t h e  window on t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  June.  I f
I  am n o t  t h e r e  on  t h a t  day i n  person you w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  h e a r  f rom me.

I  can  t h i n k  o f  nothing more. F o r g e t  your  g r e a t  sorrow,  d e a r  mother
i n  t h i n k i n g  o f

Your A f f  Son
D.J.  Eas ton
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The t w o  f o l l o w i n e  p n r a r r a p h s  a p e e a r e d  i n  a n  1 P 9 5  p u b l i c a t i o n  e n -
t i t l e d  U n i o n  C i t y  o n  t h e  S t .  J o e :

D. J .  E a s t o n ,  w h o  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  f i l l i n e  h i s  t w e n t i e t h  t e r m
as c l e r k  o f  t h e  common c o u n c i l  o f  U n i o n  C i t y ,  i s  a  e e e t l e m a n  w h o
has t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  c i t y  a t  h e a r t .  T o r  a  e u a r t e r  o f  a  c e n t u r y
he h a s  b e e n  a  g u i d i n g  e e i r i t  I n  t h e  c o n d u c t ,  o f  i t s  a f f a i r s ,  a n d
even a t  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  s a c r i f i c e  h a s  h e  d e v o t e d  L i s  t i m e  a n d
energy  t o  a d v e n c i n e  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p l a c e .  F r o m
1885 t o  1 8 8 7  i n c l u s i v e ,  h e  w a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  O n i e n  C i t y ,  r - n d  n o
man h a s  d o n e  m o r e  t h a n  h e  t o  k e e p  t h e  w h e e l s  o f  e o v e r e m e n t  r u n n i n g
s m o o t h l y.  i . e . . .  E a s t o n  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  o r i n r e  m o v e r s  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f
s e c u r i n g  a  p u b l i c  s y s t e e e o f  w a t e r  w o r k s  i n  o u r  c i t y ,  a n d  h e  a l s o
worked h a r d  f o r  t h e  e s t e b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  p u b l i c  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t i n g
p l a n t .  A s  o n e  o f  o u r  m o s t  p u b l i c  s p i r i t e d  c t i z e n s  h e  i s  e v e r
r e a d y  t o  l a b o r  i n  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  m a k e  U n i o n  C i t y  t h e  b e s t ;  t o w n  i n
s o u t h e r n  f A i c h i e a n .

The U n i o n  C i t y  R e g i s t e r

I n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  o r o e r e s s  o f  a  t o w n  t e e r e  i s  n o  m o r e
i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  t h a n  t h e  l o c a l  n r e s s ,  a n d  I n i o n  C i t y  h a s  b e e n
e x t r e m e l y  f o r t u n a t e  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  T h e  U n i o n _ C i t y : P e r i s t e r  w a s
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 6 9 ,  a n d  e v e r  s i n c e  t h a t  d o t e  i  i s  w e e k l y  e d i t i o n s
have b e e n  i s s u e d ,  g i v i n g  n o t  o n l y  a  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  l o c a l  h a o l e n i n g s ,
b u t  r e f l e c t i n g ,  a s  w e l l  ,  t h e  m o r a l  s e n t i m e n t  o f  t h e  l o c a l i t y .
Hon. D a v i d  J .  i e a s t o n ,  t h e  f o u n d e r  a n d  p r e s e n t  P u b l i s h e r ,  w a s  b o r n
i n  C a s t i l e ,  N .  Y . ,  J u n e  5 ,  1 1 4 2 ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  r i c h i g a n
s i n c e  1 0 4 6 ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h a t  t i m e  h n v i n r  b e e n  o n s s e d  i n
Branch c o u n t y .  P r e v i o u s  t o  c o m i n g  h e r e ,  l ! r .  ' 1 : as ton  p u b l i s h e d  t h e
S t u r e i s  J o u r n a l  a n d  t e e  C o l d w a t e r  R e o u b l i c a n .  I n  J u l y ,  o f  1 P 6 2 ,
e r .  E a s t o n  e n l i s t e d  i n  C o e p a n y  E ,  N i n e t e e n t h  ? : i c h i e a n  I n f a n t r y ,
and u p o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h e  w a s  c h o s e n  F i r s t  L i e e t e n a n t .  H e  s e r v e d
u n t i l  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  w a r  a n d  w e e  d u l y  c o m m i s s i o n e d  a s  C a n t a i n  a n d
e a j o r ,  t h i s  l a s t  t i t l e  b e i n r ,  h i s  w h e n  m u s t e r e d  o u t .  S i n c e  t h e
war h i s  c a r e e r  a s  a  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l ,  a n d  a l s o  a s  o n e  w h o  t a k e s
deep i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s ,  h a s  b e e n  a  p r o m i n e n t  o n e .  H e r , a s
a member  o f  t h e  s t a t e  l e ; , i ! d a t u r e  F r o m  P I -cinch c o u n t y  i n  1 0 ;
has s e r v e d  e i g h t  y e a r s  a s  o o s t m e s t e r  i n  U n i o n  C i t y ;  h a s  b e e n
chosen t o  f i l l  n u m e r o u s  t o w n s h i p  o f f i c e s ;  a n d  i n  t h e  c i t y  g o v e r n -
ment h a s  d o n e  e x c e l l e n t  s e r v i e c — n p o r o p r i n t e  m e n t i o n  o f  t h i s
l a t t e r  b e i n p  made  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t e i s  v o l u m e .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  I a j o r
?:estop i s  m o s t  a f f a b l e  a n d  c o u r t e o u s ,  a n d  s o c i a l l y  h e  i s  d e s e r v e d l y
n o o e l a r .  F r a t e r n a l l y  h e  i s  a  R i d e  L o d g e ,  C o u n c i l  a n d  C h a p t e r
eeeoe,  e e d  a  member  o f  C o r b i n  P o s t ,  G .  A .  H .
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D U P O N T,  CHARLES.  Detroi t .  E n t e r e d  serv ico Juno  20. 1861, a ,  Co rp l  Comp'y K.  4th
Tory.  Wo u n d e d  in  scn'Ico. D i s c h a r g e d  on account of mounds Ju ly  29, 1862. F i r s t
L t .  13111 l l a t t _  Dec. I L  1663. C a p t . ,  Juno 11, 1861. M t l i t t e r e d  out  Ju l y  1, 1861, and
honorably discharged.

DIX1:1*, R I C H A R D  G . ,  A n n  Arbor.  F i r s t  L L  4 th  l a y ,  M a y  I 6 i t 1 .  C a p t . ,  A117-',. 211,
181-11. Ii1111:11 in action at G:11111:S.S Mill. Vs. ,  Juno 27, 1862.

DURAND. S.‘MI.:111. M . .  NlarshaII. E n t e r e d  scal ier,  Aug .  2ii. 1161. S e t  g ' t
GM l o t  y.  S e c o n d  L t . ,  J u l y  211, 1861. M u s t e r e d  out  A u g .  i l l .  ;  ; m a  1,..t0,..
ably

DURANI) .  M  E n t e i c i l  serv ice M a y  1 ,  1661, l ' s : .  e  ( . 1
unmans) l i d  N I u s t e r c i l  out. Aug. 7, 1861. l t e i t i i t e r e d  sees it.•• r o .  S v p z , ' t
Itatt. L .  1-1 ..11,, S e c o n d  L t . ,  A u g .  12. 1s6.:. M i n d e t e d  o t . t  M.-1. 27.
1st•I, and ; e d .

D11:11:1:. W11.1.1.01. Lee .  1 . 1 .  2811, A u g .  1 ; .  s . • 1 .  . 1 4 4  h.
and 11..6-1,14 di,charged.

1/1:Tr111:1:. r . L o l : G I :  N. .  :4.111g:thick. F i r s t  L t .  51.11 Cay. . .1og .  11. 1862, ,  Jul ie
-unded in action a t  l a t t l e town ,  I 'n . ,  June 30, 1s63. '  i n  act ion

at D i a n t i v  O c t .  13 ,  H o n o r a b l y  t l isehai gctl N o v -  2,

J . t M r S  A .  Ypsi lanti .  I . : .  and Q. M.  201111nry, July 21'., ISG2.
and honotahly

DWIRE.  M I L T ,  .N. E n t , '  t•t1 -erv ico Dec  19, 1811. S e r g ' t  Conip'y ' A t l i
— .  I  m i t t  Q. M .  Nov.  30, 1864. M u s t e r e d  out July 21, 11.16.'t, and

or :04y  d i - .  I,.i1:•".1,

DVCK NI N .  1:.% l ' a W  Paw. S e e m i t l  L t .  3d Cay., Sept. 7, 1561. F i r s t  L L ,  Jau. 1.1,
Mar  R e s i g n e d  Oct.  2G, 1864, and honorably discharged.

D1L .  l  11,‘1.1.,1:S E n t e h a l  ,erviett  Mar.  8, 1862. S e r g ' t  Conip'y F.  12th l io ry.
seeond I . i . .  M a r.  1:1, 1 1 r : 4  1A., Dec. 31, 1561. M u s t e t e d  ou t  re l . .  15,

and loo , ia ld ly  discharged:

D I E .  JOI IN  W. .  Low,.  L i t t e l e d  : C c  Aug.  2, ISG2, as C1)111. Sergi. 21st
:,11.1 Q. M. .  31.11. I ,  15111. Mio.d .o ted ou t  Juno 8, 1565, and  honorably  disdnu;:el l .

m i i . t i  1-.. 1 : 1 1 1 1 1 T I I  N11A11'11 Dcc.  24, 1862. S e i g l .  Conii.:y L .  I A  S. S.,
- - .  F 11 , 1  A l l : Z .  15, 1:•61. ) l i a , . t e i c t l  o u t  J u l y  '25, lst;Z., h o n o r a b l y  d is •
eh:aged.

l i N G L I : T.  K I N  s  D e t r o i t .  C a p t .  1 s t  (  'mil l i)* S. S. ,  1611, s . • , . . .  :1,
l'a.. J u l y ' : ,  1863. E s c a p n d  to ld r e g i m e n t

J:111 2S, o u t  Fes.. -1, 1 1 1 1 1 1  honorably (11:,11.11gch.

1:AGLI:..10:..1:111 A . .  l i e t i o i t .  C a l . L  l u n y ,  Jul ie  19, 1861. 1:c:ogi.. . .1 Oct. 11, 1561,
ai..1 1..0..1.41.1v g , : t 1 ,

L.1(11.11:st tN. T11101.%:‘. 11e41fot II, O. 1:1.1t•rett service 31ar. 25. 1 s t  : I I I o . i .  l SteNe'd
Slag. 1 s t  S .  S.,  Ju l y  23, 1861. 311 is te le i l  iod. J u l y  25. 1:t6:".., and

henoral.ly
LAI:L.  .11011N E . .  L I I I 1 1 1 . 1 1  r,1%.11:1-1 1/1.71'. lu .  111._,.,. l ' g n a l l . ' y  1,, 1st

„mil L 1 . . . .  . L . 1 1 .  1. 11461 ' Ta k e o  pi 'sinter in  act ion near
Tenn., Dee. 15. l s c i .  I:X1.11:111;;C11 l h o u t i a l t l y  dist-lunged 1 5 ,  1665.

L A M . .  LEWL..  I 11111 i 1 .  (11:11/. 21st ) 1 a r .  28, ISh i .  M u s t e r e d  o u t  Junc S, 1SG5,

EARL .  J U I I N ,  I l a r r i sv i l l e .  I i i i s t  L t .  2;:d h i r y ,  Aug.  I ,  1862. D i e d  o f  disease Oct. 13,
1862.

EARLE.  E D ‘ VA R D  S . ,  G r a n d  I tap idu .  F i r s t  IA..  a n d  A d j t .  3 d  I n r y ,  M n y  13. 1861.
(-apt_ and ('out. Subs. U.  S.  Vol 's ,  Sept.  9, 1861. H o n o r a b l y  discharged Ap ' l  I .  1863.

EARLE, F1tANC1s S . ,  G l a n d  Rapids. F i r s t  L t .  and  A d j t .  .1t1t h i d  v. M a y  IC,  1861.
Wounded i n  act ion a t  Gaines'  11111. Va . ,  June  27,  1862. R e s : w i r d  2 s ,  1662.
:Maj. :11111 A. .1 .  G.  U .  S. Vol 's .  Sept. 10, 1662. R e s i g n e d  May 18, lbs.!, and honorably
d'ocharged.

1:.11:1.11.:, 3.1)11:5, r : 1 1  tele(' service Aug. 211, 1861. S e i g ' t  Comp's- F.  1st Cay.,
- - .  S e c o n d  L I  O c t .  20, 1564. F i r s t  Lt . ,  Mar.  7 ,  1861. 1 :es ignc i l  Ju ly  In, 1660,
and l ionotak)y d ',chat ged.

1:.151:\I IN,  . 151  l l oN  1., B a y  C i ty.  L u t e ]  s e t v : c e  l'eh. 1. 1.5.2. S e i g ' t  Coettp'y A, 1411,
. L t . ,  Feb.  l o ,  1565. ) 1 u . d c i e d  . 1 1 6 v  : . 1 , 6 . 1  Lo iwra l ly

i : .1s1.11:1look.  AS.1 .  .1.legaii. E n t e r e d  S1.1111:1.' N o v.  2 , ,  15 .1 .  . . r  ' t  R a t : .  C .  1s t
1.1z1.1 Ar t . .  - -  s t e o i n l  L t . ,  Dec. Is ,  1661. 31 ‘ : s l e i c . i  out Jetty a n d

1:.151 I. 1N11. 1:U\5.11:11 E n t e t , t 1  I .  t g ' t  M..). 13th
, -  1 . t . .  31:a. l a .  111.1. A t i . d . ,  .  m n s k r e d

t...t .16.v a i d  hutiottt iO' th,...11..a1 god.

1:.5 S.1 M . O .  111:N11V. A 1 1 1 0 1 .  S u r : .  1Nt Cay.. I ,  i , t 1 ;  Nov.
1,-3. mui 1 : 1 , 1 1 1 1 : 1 1 g 1 ` 1 1 .

1,.‘5-r MAN. .t1:T111.1: r i i s t  1,1 mi. .  N.., I.
at ( J e t .  l l o n o r a b l y  disc haiged for  ,;,...;tt.,,at

LAST.  tS. D A V I D  .1., I n r y ,  ' ; ‘ ,  IS...) . . ; . 1
1:1. 1561,  , . l i n o

111. ; L 1 1 . 1  11011101'illAy 1111t,hliligt;11.

1:.111 C  :11onnto S e c o n d  L t .  I l l s .  1111Y, 'Alai.. I ,  . .  , : S r p l  16,
1 ••• t t i S e l t a r g e t l .

.N. I L L \  111) 4 ; . ,  t ) tmlzo.  r u s t  L I .  11 th  ! B r e ,  Oct .  1 : 4 . 1  C a p t . .  0..1 2 0 ,
I M . . j  2 6 ,  1b1.:1. F e l . .  2:1, 1:1.1. h d l y d  w  a . l :ou  D e n t o n %  N .

M e d

E AT,  0: S e c o n d  1.1. 1 s t  rat;.:'s and 31..,•lt's. Jan. I .  1.61 I l t t , l e r e d
11,1. 1 , 1 . 1 ,  anti 11011i..1,11hy

1:.11t /N. .11.0Ni.1..  L n i e r e d  service Aug.  12. s k  t  " n i p  y L .  24U,
11.1 v. 1.11,4 1.I., 1 5 1 1 .  Ta k e n  n e a r  .  Aug. 19, 1864.

31u. - ,  1565. N Ins te red  nu: Juin- 311, 154.7..

AT,  ,N. 1 : 1 . 1 : 5  5V.. Gland 1::o 1 : N 1 6 ' 1 0 4 : W I  vice .111c. t • r i g  t Ma). 2161,
..11.1 Lt. ,  J.111.31, 1 ' 1 1 M  IA.. Io hali• f.1111i s ( ; , ; .  Ca ih_ .  Aug.

Ito• I 3 1 n : 4 o t  c.1 toil .111110 a n d  honorably h a t

1..1'ION. 1 L A N I :  N E n t e i c i i  501'5 S e p t .  211.
5• S u l  l . t  A u g .  F a s t  1.1., Ge: .  7 .  lts,A 11 , . :1 . .e .1  Mar.  27.  1661,

I 1:1:1:11.11:1), JOIIN 1'., 11ort 0.11, A  L ' o m p ' y
7th l i d  v.  1 5 ,  1 : 1 : 1 0 1  in action :it S e p t .  17. 1562.

i o m  s  n t h : 1 , d  . :  t  Colup'y A, 6111
..5 s e e o n d  I.1 , June lo .  1s61, h a l e d  in a. bon a t  M c  ... : , C a . ,  May 12,

I . 1 , 1  1:1ZW15. . . . )  set e  Set.' I I ,  5 . i ,  1 t o m p ' y  t ; .  2,1
- — S e c o n d  I . t  M a t  1 .  1st- I 1:...s t:11.'41 No‘  I  s. I  : o n :  1...1.1.1.11.1y discharged.

1•111. 1.1121P.1,11S, 1 , 1 %  C .  USIA S e l  A .  1411.
Second 1.C,  Jan. I ,  1141 F t r s t  1.t.,  A i i ' l  I N V . : ,  : g l i s t e r e d  out !Sept. 2:1.

and honorably dischat ged.

. 1 , 1 1 . 1 X 1 . :  F. ,  F l i n t .  S e c o n d  1.1. 16th I n r y ,  A t m  9 .  1561. W o u n d e d  in action n t
?din. Va  2 7 ,  11162. r u s t  1.1., Nov. 3, ISC.2 ( ' a p t  A u g .  I I ,  1s6:1 1 . 1 .

• •: h i r e ,  Ju ly  29. N I t t , d t • t e d  out sent .  6, 1565. :11.11Lonoial.iy
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EARLY MARRIAGES OF BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN

both of California Twp. #4310.
PYGERT THEODORE A.. 21. b Scott, Stcubcn Co., IN. of York. Stcubcn Co., IN, farmer, m Dclorra (Ccloma) C. Bennett,
16. b York. Stcubcn Co.. IN. of York. Stcubcn Co.. IN, on 4 Jul 1870, at Kinderhook Twp., by Enos Michael (JP).
witnessed by Harvey Dygert of Scott, Steuben Co., IN. and Barbara Michael of Kinderhook Twp. #4485.
EAGLE. FRANCIS A 2 5 ,  b Wayne Co., Ohio, of Bronson, patent roofer, m Matilda Bryant (Brow), 29, b Crawford Co.,
Ohio. of Bronson. on 20 Nov 1874. at Bronson. by M. Morrell (JP). witnessed by William Bryant and Aaron Barnam, both
of Bronson. Nee: Brow #5683.
EARL. FRANK L .  20. b Bronson, of Bronson, farmer. m Mina Smith, 22, b Jonesville, MI, of Bronson, on 23 Dec 1874,
at Bronson. by Edward A. Gay (Clergy), witnessed by Frank E. Roberts and Edna Smith, both of Bronson. #5667.
EARL- GEORGE Ts. 27. of Jamestown Twp., Steuben Co., IN, m Laura C. Merry, 22. of Pleasant Twp., Steuben Co.. IN, on
5 Oct 1862, at California Twp., by James Paul (JP), witnessed by D.W. Melcndy and Elzira Paul. #2492.
EARL. JAMES C 24 ,  b MonrOe Co., NY, of Bronson. farming, m Eunice A. Wood, 17, b Norwalk, Ohio, of Bronson, on
22 Feb 1870, at Bronson, by John R. Bonney (MG), witnessed by W.H. Wieand of Farmington. MI and Ella E. Brown of
Gilead Twp. #4327.
EARL. WILLIAM WALLES, 26 b  Huron Co., Ohio. of Bronson, saloon keeper, m Mary E. Milliman, 24, b Bronson, of
Bronson, on 25 Dcc 1870, at Bronson. by Edward A. Guy (Bapt. Clergyman), witnessed by Geo. W. Guy of Mishawaka, IN
and Nancy E. Guy of Mishawaka. #4639.
EASTERLY. OZEM M.LORIN M 2 8 .  of Fredonia. Calhoun Co.. MI, m Mclvina R. Graves, 20, of Newton, Calhoun Co..
MI, on 4 Jul 1853. at Coldwater. by James Summerville (Min.), witnessed by W.H. Gleason and Eliza M. Gleason. #1094.
EASTMAN. JEFFERSON W. 25. of Coldwater, m Jane Wood, 19, of Coldwater, on 12 Nov 1865, at Coldwater, by John R.
Bonney (MG). witnessed by Allen Andrews and Charlc Noyes. #3079.
EASTON. DAVID J 2 8 ,  b Castile, NY, of Union City, editor, m E. Della Stowe, 21, b Fairfield, Ohio, of Coldwater, on 17
Nov 1869, at Coldwater. by N. Pierce (Pastor Baptist Ch. Coldwater). witnessed by G.E. Stowe and Bee Wendell, both of
Coldwater. #4246.
EATON. EUGENE F 22 ,  b Ashtabula, Ohio, of Bethel Twp., farming, m Ellen F. Mills, 20, b Cass Co.. Ml, of Bethel
Twp., on 19 Aug 1874. at Bethel Twp.. by John R. Bonney (MG). witnessed by Julia A. Mills of Bethel Twp.. and M.A.
Bonney of Bronson. #5527.
EATON. FRANCIS H 25 .  b Rome. Lenawce Co., MI. of Coldwater, farmer. m Rilla Gallap, 19. b Bethel Twp., of Bethel
Twp.. on 13 Aug 1871, at Bethel Twp., by E.G. Rosecrantz (MG), witnessed by Ettie Gallap of Bethel Twp., and Leroy E.
Rockwood of Ovid Twp. #4728.
EATON. JOHN. 20, of Bethel Twp., m Mary Jolcs, 18. of Bethel Twp., on 25 Dec 1859, at Coldwater, by David B. Dennis
(IP). witnessed by William Thies and Silas Wiswell. #2008.
EATON. WILLIAM L. 26. b Lake Co.. IL. of Ypsilanti. Washtenaw Co., MI, clerk. m Imogene R. Easton. 23. of Union
City, on 3 Sep 1871, at Union City, by Rev. William Pack (MG Centerville, St. Joseph Co., MI), witnessed by D.J. Easton
of Union City and E a t o n  of Coldwater. #4784.
EAYES. ANDREW J.. 26, of Pleasant Twp.. IN. m Jane M. (Mariah) Wood, 14, of the same place, on 29 Aug 1842, at
Kindcrhook Twp.. by Oliver D. Colvin (JP), witnessed by Miranda Colvin and Mary Eslow. #253.
EBERHARD. HENRY. 23. b Matteson Twp.. of Matteson Twp.. farmer. m Sarah Teller, 18. b Ulster Co.. NY. of Bronson,
on 24 Feb 1870. at Coldwater, by Elias Cooley Jr. (MG). witnessed by H.L. Sarrall of Coldwater and J.H. Perkins of
Chicago. #4382.
EBERSOLD CHARLES,. 30, b Bethelcum, Ohio, of Kansas City, MO, merchant & mechanic, m Adclia Rood, 22, b Madison
Co., NY, of Holmcsville, NY, on 7 Mar 1871, at Quincy, by E.M. Ncy (MG), witnessed by Marin Spaulding and Mary
Chittenden, both of Quincy. N4665.
EBERT. ISAAC 20, of Jackson Twp., Steuben Co., IN, m Lorena A. Collins, 16, of the same place, on 1 Sep 1861, at
Kinderhook Twp., by George Terry (MG). witnessed by P.A. Gorman and S.J. Gorman. /13214.
ECHTINAW ANDREW see (KETCHUM ANDREW) Echtinaw probably correct.

W.H T  2 6 ,  b Mahoning Co.. Ohio, of Branch County. farmer, m Mary A. Spencer. 21, b Orleans Co., NY,
of Branch County. on 6 Dec 1869, at Ovid Twp.. by Levi Wilson (JP). witnessed by David Wilson and George Daniels. both
of Ovid Twp. #4070.
ECHTINAW. JOHN, 25. of Ovid Twp., m Esther Maria Morgan. 20. of Ovid Twp., on 5 Feb 1862, at Coldwater. by Hiram
Scofield (MG). witnessed by Sibbel Bushnell and Cordclia E. Scofield. #2327.
ECHTINAW. SAMUEL 21, b Ohio. of Branch County, farmer. m Ida Hunter, 17. b MI, of Branch Co., on 13 Jul 1872, at
Ovid Twp.. by Levi Wilson (JP). witnessed by Olive Wilson and Melissa Zeluff, both of Branch County. #4990.
ECKERT. ABRAHAM. 23. b PA, of Steuben Co.. IN, farmer, m Julia Leland, 18. b IN, of Steuben Co., IN, on 4 Nov 1874, at
California Twp., by James Paul (JP). witnessed by Sarah M. Paul and Cynthia &Wendy. both of Branch County. #5750.
ECKRIGHT. JOHN. 50. of Orland. IN. m Nancy Morrell (Morrill). 29, of Orland, IN, on 17 Mar 1856. at Bronson. by
Ransom Compton (JP). witnessed by Wilson Payne and William Compton. 0I449.
EDDY_ GEORGE W • 20, of Liberty. IN, m Thirmutis Gill. 17, of Marshall Co.. IN. on 23 Jan 1864. at City of Coldwater,
by Joseph Jennings (Min.). witnessed by Israel Cogshall and Elvin° Jennings. 02797.
EDDY HENRY C 2 6 .  of Fabins. St. Joseph Co.. MI. m Delia A. Parsons, 27, of the same place, on 24 Jan 1867, at
Bronson. by Darius Monroe (JP). witnessed by Adna H. Smith and John Haight. #3473.
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1 9 0 6
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1 9 2 5
1 4 F E 1 8 5 9
2 5 S E 1 8 5 4

3 0 y 4 m 2 2 d
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1 8 7 6 1881 5
1 8 6 0 1 9 1 5 WRC 5
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M. D. ) 1 4 D E 1 8 8 5 2 8 D E 1 8 8 5 7

1 9 1 5
1 9 1 7 1 9 8 6 2
1 8 8 2 1944 3
1884 1 9 5 9 3
1 8 5 3 1 9 1 4
1 8 4 0 1 8 8 9
1 8 4 0 1934 5
1861 1 8 6 2 5
1 8 3 5 1914
1 8 9 5 1974 2
1 8 7 8 1961 2
1 8 9 7 2
1856 1 9 3 0 3
1901 1958 4
1958 1982 1
1925 1
1 8 6 9 1 9 4 8 4
1906 1963 4
1861 1941 4
1895 1 9 6 8 4
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119111 s , M a r y  H .
Aunks, M a u d e  C .

nks, O l i v e r
Dimks, W i l l i a m
tnr.n, C l a r a  A .

nn, S a m u e l  L .
Dunn, Wm. E d w i n  ( s / S .  L .  &  R .  L .  )

nton, A n n a  L .
M in ton ,  D a v i d

ger, M a r y  L .
ger, • Owen J  .
.1, C h e s t e r  H .
r l ,  Emma F .
r n f i e l d ,  C h a r l e s  S .
r n f i e l d ,  M a r y  C .

Easton, A l t o n  A .
A l s ton ,  C l i n t o n  M .
;:Easton, C a p t  . D a v i d

ston, D e l l a  S .
ston, S t e p h e n  L .

rha rd ,  A n n  (Mrs .  G e o r g e  )
r h a r d ,  D .  O.

P e r h a r d ,  E d i t h  L .
rha rd ,  F r a n c e s
r l i a rd ,  G e o r g e  J r .
r h a r d ,  G e o r g e  F .
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r h a r d ,  S a r a h  E .

Jiberhard, V a n c e  A .  S r .
i t e r h a r d t ,  F l o y d  A  ( s / M r .

ke r t ,  A r m o n d  B .
k e r t ,  H a r r i e t t  M .
k e r t ,  L o a  B .

" ke r t ,  M a u d e
dy, A l i c e  C .
dy, A n n i s  M .
dy, C a t h e r i n e
dy, C o r a
dy, J o h n  R .
ens, E v a r d  I .

ideas, M a e  M .
ens, M a r i e  B .
monds, C a r r i e  W a t k i n s
wards, D o n a l d
wards, D o n a l d  L .  J r .
wards, D o n a l d  L .  S r .
wards, E l l a  F .
wards, G e r t r u d e
wards, H a r r y  L .
wards, H o m e r  L .
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Op% H H. MAJOR  . J .  EASTON.
A 'Br• ve.-,5oldicr and a  Veteran Joul-•'

nt3list Passe A w a y .
rt I

It i w i t h  a  feeling • t  sincere regret
bat ' H E  C h e a m a  i  c u l l e d  upon  to

6bron do the  demise o  M e i e r  D .  J .
Eaatoi ,  thug severin '  ties t h a t  have
bounchbe,w'riter and deceased for nearly
half century.

• • •

• :Alt; or Easton began learning the "art
prose M.. vative" under the tutelage of W.

Gaze to ! l i c e  back i n

j
G. o r e ,  now of TliE Couizip.a, in  the

the fifties, and.
i

conquec in  the employ of the Gazette.
several e a r s ,  then  w e n t  t o  Sturgis.
where he1 leased the Journul irmisrtner-
ship 4vith R. C. Sawdoy.1 T h e  paOner-
ship did .not continuo loner, Mr.  Sawdey
retiring and returning tothis city.

Soon after the great war between the
North .and the South broke out,  and

.July S .  1S02., Er,alon chainged hie occu-
pation from publisher to soldier, enlist
ing at Sturgis in the Nineteenth Michi-
gan Infantry that  rendezvoused at Do.
wugiuc. H o  wus• w  ith r that .regiment
throughout the war st rd was muatered
out as Captain, June 10,, 1865. H e i w n e
successively promoted from. First Lieu
tenant to Captain and then Major,  and
was wounded in action June 15, 1SG1, at
Golgotha, Ga..

Upon his  discharge l e j .  Easton re-
turned to Coldwater an A u g .  23, 1860,
issued the first number f  the Coldwa-
ter Republican, which was consolidated
with THE COUI;IFI: in March, 1897, and
is still published under the name of THE
COURIER AND sq-ni.si.AN: I n  1867 he
sold his•interest i n  the  !paper and was
appointed U .  S.  Internal Revenue Col.
lector. U p o n  the expiration of hie term
of office ho werV to  Union City,  where
ho established t ie  Union Ci ty  Register
Aug. 20, 1S69, which h o  continued t o

I

•

. 1 0 _• -",-/
!.. .  •

• A l
c.a.u• "Ci. •
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RURAL DELIVERY BOXES.
Effort to be Made to Secures Unifor

Pattern on all Routes.

W.1!•;1! IN(.1 ON, Aug. 23, 1(.101.
EDITOR COL:1111:R:

00I111)111iLite have come fiom :all par
of th country over the ruled and ref;
lations which the; department has fu
niehed governing boxes to be used
rural free delivery routee.

Ever since the unusually large exte
&gone under the appropriation for  t l
last fiscal year,ithe department has tee'
a problem in the rural free delivery bo
es. J t  has been accused o f  enforcit
unusual, rigid and urineceesary rules
relation to the L'oste, and the -moat r
cent claim made in  some of  the  rur
districts is that the I oxen authorized I
the department are too expensive.

Some of the rural free delivery cars
ore have complained tha t  the  latitu(
which has been given by the departmei
in permitting the patroce of difTeres
routes to select from a number of diffe
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of office ho wont • to Union City,. whet()
ho established tae Urilun Ci ty  Register
Aug. 20, 1SG9, :which h e  .continued t o
publish up to the-flint) oil his death....

Dunne Maj. Easton's residence in Uu•
ion City ho hue filled [ a n y  positions of
-honor and must. U e  wds city clerk soy.
'eral terms, and .acne pohtmastor .urnler
the a l o  inistratione of Vreeidi.nts Gel - -
field and Harrison. I n  11380 ho was iolect-
ed a member of the state legislature on
the Republican tic et ,  tiling the duties
,of h a t  position one term with credit to
hi se l f  and the constituents b e  repre-
eented. '

For:some t ime past ho  has been in
poor health andunable o  do much, but
tie kept up good•spirits, and was always
the same genial, kindly 'Dave" that he

-was when first w e  occupied t h e  same
"alley".in the Gazette (Alice yeate ago.

Mp.j. Elston: was onelof the  bravest
of soldiers, apparently heving.no knowl-
edge of such a thing as fear; al MAYS cool
and. collected in the thichiest o f  the  va-
rious tights he .engaged in ,  he 'was an
icspiration to _every soldier in hie corn-
pany and regiment, entering .a battle as
calmly and fearlessly ae !though he were
about to make a eoCial call. •

His genial smile, his hearty handshake
his quiet,  .unassumiog: ways, wi l l  b p
Missed i n  t h e  village that  has known
him so long. A l w a y s  courtfous a s  a
journalist, upon sufficient provocation he
could write exceedingly sarcastic articles,
but ho seldom eogazed lin th is  kind of
journalism. A  kind husband and father,
a most excellent 'neighbor, a valuedlciti-
zen, Union C i t y  a n d  ;.13ranch county
could illy afford to epare him.• A n  up•
right man, he  ,"did r ight  ae God gave
him to see the right."

Major Easton 'was married Nov.  17,
1860, to Mies E. Del la  8towe, who sur-
vives him, together wi th  l ive children.
His funeral will be attended at hie home
in Union pity at 10-o'clock this Morning.
under the auspices of the G. A. R .

Ia. A .  R .  Special Tra in  Excursion to

1 .0 • • • •  • . • b a o  •  v  v v v • r • v • v  •

which has been given by the deportmoi
in permitting the  patrons of  differm
routes to select from a number of dilTe
ent styIes.of boxes has roeultod in grei
inconvenience t o  them. T h e  carrie
say that foul- or five cii ITeront styles
lucks make it necessary for them to en
ry a large bunch Of. keys and to-- waf:
time in the selectioU or the right key
apply to the boxes as they. '  paa a l e ]
their routes. T h e y  have been placed
different elevations b y  the  roadem.
some open from underiAath; some i
top and others a t  • the ends o r  s i th
Some of the be Yee can be opened by tl
carrier,frorn hie seat in hie vehicl••,wh
with others i t  is '  nt_ceeettry for  hien
alight. • •

The; problem facing tbe free delive
divieion o f  t h e  departn3eut ie furth
complicated b y  • the fact  tha t  a  far
number of newspapers bays *given
to their patrone, at subscription • prais
urns. T h e  rules cf the departthept foi
time forbid their use, and th is  p la t
the publicatiots "in questi9n in the lig
of acting in bad faith toward their pi
rone. •  An Order. WAS issued • permitti
the us3 of theee'premium boxes.

When the claith was Made tha t  t
boxes which were prescribed for use
the department were t o o  expenei•
different. designs were selected, rangi
'in price from Si 25 to $12, and t h e  pi
Mission was given for their.uee, the or
reservation being that the holm; on a
ono route should bo of 'uniform dee*
Complaint arose over this 'regulatie
and finally t h e  department ruled t t
boxes of any one of the twelie deeig
approved 'by the department. might
used indiscriminately of, all routes.

In spite o f  the changes and cone
Mons. complaitSte continue to pour i t
the department over the boxes in  u
Just in proportion as the rural free
livery routes are extended do these co
plaints increase in number.

.Post office cflicials now say that the m
ter. will.not be finally settled unless th•
is action by congress. A t  the next s

• V  • • • • • / N 1  10 •  • •  4  ' 1 9  7 , 4  . •  - 4 1





1'

.•

.•Dr. Anderson, of Cionstant,me.1 D r.
Fr; n k hauser h as' I've( i n  this place•for :seven years an h  is v ined  an
eKcellent p)-actice as w l i  as ho. ;  of
friends, not only bye his profesional
ski 1 but :by his sot ial itialities, and
oo h he, and Mrs. l'rai k'hauser will
•,c greatly missed horn social circleS.
Tliedoctor has not yet made public

J :his! plans" for the futur but' th best•, wAhes of all wil l  .:titter d him n  his..t ,' ••Jne f ie ld  of labor..1,
•

,1',„ :4:Girt:Lin ,  o f  hear  •  isea.1:e.; F o r
1'' cPre6ks his sufferings have bee i n -
)(I)iz,- -tense and those' mi?istering. to him
▶ I  1  'ilave lookei.forwarcl to his death as

1 1 !  '  •iZ a  11iappy !release f r  1 rn ,pain. S ince
I, t h  wait- Major Ea ton has been a
; cv, ,central) figure in 't.1 is place, both in

i . .lti- -aohtics! and :,all movernents; looking
1  .. -.. 1. .  I   1  •fk to the public good, he has! always1 •  i   1  i''peen among the first o  giye lvalu-

. ; b l e  assistance. H i s  scarred 'body
• c r a  .e evidence of the 011ant set-vices,x,

.,.....i . i  I .  . •  I I ;  1
. ;  , 1  I  1

'he renciered his coz.ntry duri g  the
civil war  and wheil h'is f r ie  ds at1WashiOgton, 131, s'pe9a1 aict, pro-
cured fi.- him a penslox coma ensu-1 1   ,
ratie tp hose services, i s  keen sense
of ir fidri forbade its a  ceptan a,• his
res .ii •eing that he h (.1 only s rved
fai 1  a s  ever . s  idier s  ould
an a •  eceived payment a'cco ding
to 'a e  I  ent. H e  is rv i 'yed  by a
* l i e  a  a  ' five • chiidreia, 'three sons
and •  •tdaughters btlt th fiends

, wliC) •  r n  with t  ea) in' hei  b e -.. Team1 n i t ;  centrist • 0 tHe.coin i t
f i a t  • , 1  •,-• f . ,. •
t.....-1-,.., ,-;.,,I,.._ ,  •-,5 - -..... 4, ,  a  IP .  •  '  „ 1 " , 0 1 4 # . 1 .  • • •  ; ' .

..,..• •-• .1 -,. ,„ . ,,.. 7 ,  ,
'I,7',-. .,'• r •  --..-'4,1 ,̀%.i.„-- y,r-  1 -

ajori D . '  J.. Eastot d ied 9t  his
h E l l e n  t r e  t,. IF tSday

L i d  1 % . / I A I L  A l i  , • • • • • • • • 1 , • • • 1  •

after a two weeks visit wi th  rel:
tives here and at Montgomery.

They Work While You Sleep.
While your mind add body rest Ca!

carets Candy -Cathartic,repair you
digestion, . your l iver, yotrribowel•
put them iii perfect order... Genuin
tablets stamped C. C. C. ,Neyer sol
inlbulk. A l l  druggists, loc.

Auditing Accounts at Night.
• I n  jimmy a business office. there
transacted a  business 'at n igh t  (
which• none o f  t i c  iemPloyees -at
1  i '  •  aware. It is the uditing of book
- Of.,course in th majority of sue

easesi the partners in  the concer
have .had sonic' reason t o  suSper
sOrne.of the office stag of dishone
practices. A t  times-i .however, o r
partner may  , suspect another, c
some reason may Oise where t l
f rm. desires to ascertain its start(
i g  at an unusual time of the yen
nind without its being known to tl.
bookkeepers.

" I t  i s  by  no means an unusu;
'feature o f  my  work,"  said a  we
knowu public accountant in.Speal
ing about t h e  matter  .recent)
"Many a  time when a  large me:
c3.ntile hotise has closed f o r  'tl-
night and everybody has gone hcin.
my men . have entered t h e  offic
l iken the books from the safe an
Worked over them until 'daybreak.

-"In such cases they 'never touc
a pen or pencil to the books. T h e
merely verify the figures and ttar
scribe the entries on paper. v e r
care is taken in handling the °oi l
aiid replacing them in the s fe t
g'iv'e. .no . grounds - for suspici i i  c
vihat: is going on." •  J II

•  • •  '
n o w  A r e  * w a r  7 E J d n e r s  V  .

H O W  l i t l i r a g a V N I I • O i d e i l l  ! d a l e ,  ilia: Kal
t ree .  A d d .  5  U s e  a l l e n a l  Clo.. Clammy a t  DO
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I S  T E D  E V E i n . "

Ifs. t .
to a G.:1r: 3 .  .`••:oney and
ir. . " .ernbern.

r,,,IDTv 1 7,1,F17;,:i, ri) ill' ii i i s  es
Fr i l lt:dt, i .  1 1.)
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t h e  O. M.  P.  pover ty  par l y,  .;;v en 11•EIS Corf1f2 t o  7 N v o  o f  B r ca , , . ' h
mei.nnes ha l l  F r i d a y  ntg:•', CC::fity.3 SufFer2:-.s.

by about f o r t y  couples...:110
.wded the  :loot- t o  the i ie i t  o f  i t s ,
pari ty ar  d e;•joyed the occa.ior. t o

utmost. T h e  ccstuates w o r t  A  S A D  D E A I N  A T  i l A T A k
re r i c h  as  wou ld  h a v e  h rough t
.rs 01. envy tL, the eves o f  a  Pooh-
3 O r  a  C u s .  r e d  ceirsed
telt merriment. T h e  sceiety.Tade

7771 ..;-,T.e.rTilESI;fillANTME PROBLEM . P .  •.!*r i * 4.7-, • .• Al.
J . ' :

Wa s  Di :mussed b y  7- 'ormer o l d •  .  . . . . - - , . . - ••  'f ..i.: *..;:.&•'
c.r277--a-r - • - • - i . ' " . '

1Veter  Ear l  in  I featerday.15 • • • •  t7 .-;•::21---/ ''',;,,IC•r•rtr.l'i:.L.. -  r  '  - ....:,....2Astr,•,•7.
C i l i cego  R m e r l c a n .  •  ....---c_ttt-..:--.••21-..:':.„.••:......r&a,.. =-':tv•-11:-: l'.._..-t-;-••'-i'.—  r t r . . . . . - ; . S . . . . . ; . • : : : : • • ; ; . ,  (t....---r--__

cri:f..t.....---'-̀ t'• .•-• .•-• ' 1 7  ? '
Yesert lay's Chicago Amerlen I con- i f -,:•-•r. t i  ••1 2.•i

i r . . .  . . .  '  • "  . . . . . - -  :  •
taleed u lengthy i l lustrated ..rte l e  on - —  -  -  ' -
the servant  g l r l  Pro l t lem f r o  a t h e
pan of  Altee K e l l a r,  late of thi4 c i ty.

liss 1(el lar posed as a sett' au: w e n t
out f o r  scrvtce, a n d  t h e n  tv: lote a
hook on the stthject. F r o n t  t la i  i l lus
trations and descriPtioe of  the i r r i te r "  1  rI -  -'.----------Stephi ,n  E a s t o n  'D ied 3:.1.-"="1"::a): wh ie l t  precede t h e  2 r t i e D ,  D O  One L :

-..at sun: y-.-t-cto),tr.ses. bcside tr.::- a t  e c t I n t y  p a r r n .  v - o u l t i  m i s t -wet t h a t -  I•Fraisei-ts A .  . .
a et tunher o f  app l i ca t io rs  f o r  1  Kel l : t r. '  i s  the same A l i c e  Ke l la r  •••• a  !

( I n ;  ;  t * , . .  c , r l f  t r i N q t l imitership„ T h e  Q .  M .  l ' .  i4 Dr'w .  ,  I  was at  o r e  t ime a  repo r te r  ( n  t h e  yv•t„-,,I.,,,%„;,,.;.„ i ' , - , , , , , ,
ttnnin;; for tete o f  t h e i r  popular so- . M r s .  Jo l la  F o r n e y  died yes te rday  CO 'dwn te r  Republican. She  ha • risen .  ;

ls. t o  be held i n  about two weeks. a t  her home m u .  ;:r...nri.:1 ('cutter, a t
the age o f  :23 years. N I  rs. F u r n e y

•
. .  ,  w a ,  t a t i e n  i l l  w i t h  1 . - 'as" ; : i . "

,..•••.•••
J L , i s  0 . )  I t e r  .  s.;;,:erlt;_s w e r e  ; . y

Shc . . . . • ; v i v o l l
-1 h a n d  and f o u r  ohl l• I rea. the  .•:•1.•••• a  •
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