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The original hand-written letters by David Joshua Easton have
been in the library at Coldwaler since they were sent by Thelma
Friedrich Easton in 1979, however they were not available on
the open shelves because of their value. So that they could be
read by those interested in the Civil War, Thelma Easton's
transcribed pages have been copied and bound in this book.

At the back of the book a few pages telling of the Iife of David
Easton have been included. He was the son of Slocum Easton
who died in October 1864,

Charles L. Woodward
Hertage Room Volunteer
January, 1994
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111 Beach vrive
Pass Christian, MS 39571
April 11, 1979

Ms Phyllis Rosenberg, Director
Branch County Library

10 E. Chicago Street
Coldwater, Michigan 49036

Dear his Rosenberg:

Alma Hildebrand was her usual efficient, helpful, kindly person in
contacting you promptly about the letters written by vavid Joshua

Easton during the Civil War. lay husband and 1 are delighted that

you feel they will have historical interest for the people of Branch
County.

David Joshua Easton was my husband's grandfather, his son, Glenn Stowe
Easton, my father-in-law. Glenn and his wife Lucile lless kaston gave
the letters to Paul and me to pass on to our son and daughter.

During the devastation of Hurricane Camille, August 17, 1969, the
letters were damaged, fortunately not too seriously. Most of the
stamps-of interest to philatelists-came loose from the envelopes and
were lost. Because of the threat of hurricanes to us, we asked per-
mission of the Senior Eastons to present these letters to the Branch
County Library having learned of the Phyllis llolbrook Room and the
interest in local history of Branch County people. Permission was
readily granted before their deaths. |

We have onfrequest. There are only three great grandchildren of David
Joshua Easton. Bruce Easton Fowler, the son of Jane Stowe Easton
Fowler, my husband's sister. Friedrich Stowe Easton and Jill Johanna
Easton our children. Should any of these great grandchildren wish to
peruse these letters, we would appreciate their having barrowing
rights with the understanding they be returned to the library in the

) same condition as when barrowed.

There will be a short biographical sketch of David Joshua kEaston as
vell as his military service record. We had a picture of him when in
the State Legislature but think that was lost in the storm.

I am very worry I shall not be able to send these letters immediately.

I am leaving April 13th for Egypt and the Greek Isles. I shall attend
to it as soon as possible after my return.

Also my apologies for the typing, I am no expert. If you rcmember
Carrie Kempster,or have ever heard of her, you would know she was an
excellent commercial teacher of Coldwater High School many years ago.

She would not be proud of my typing.

Thank you for you interest.

Cordially, _ ,

YAl rrea F o L yTE0
Threlma Friedrich iLaston







- ——

David Joshua Easton, born June §, 1842,

At age 20, he and a number of young men from Coldwater, KMich-
igan formed a group to "fight-for-the-right". They supplied
all their own equipment; guns, uniform, shoec etc. David was

commissioned 1lst Lieutenant, Company !, 19th Michigan Infan-

e

try Volunteers. Later commissioned Captain and kajor. |
was mustered in at Dowaglac, liichigan and served nearly five

years.

fie married Della Stowe sometime in the late 1860ties. Seven

children were born to this union.

.J. Easton established and published the "Coldwater Republi-
can". Later the "Sturgis Journal”. Thence later to Union
City and for 28 years puablished the "Union City Register".

ilc served many termc as village president, four terms as

pottmacster also one term in the Legislaturce.

He died August 17, 1901 at Union City, lichigan.
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DAVID JOSHUA EASTON---Born June 5, 1842----- DJied August 17, 1901

at Union City, bdichigan

Residence: Coldwater, Branch County and Sturgis, St. Joseph County, Mich

August 8, 1862

September 5, 1862
February 1863

March 5, 1863
March 5, 1863
January 1864
February 1864
May 2, 1864
May 25, 1864
May 1864
June 30, 1864
July 1, 1864

September 1864
October 1864

November 1264

June 10, 1R65

June 15, 1865

Commissioned, 1lst Lieutenant, Co. E, 19th Michigan
Infantry Volunteers

Mustered-In U.S. Service, at Dowagiac, Michigan

Taken prisoner of war near Franklin, Tenn. at
Brentwood, Tenn. Prisoner nearly two months
when exchanged. Was in Libby Prison, Richmond Va.

Wounded at Thompson Station, Tenn.

Muster-Out Roll

Absent sick

Absent Sick

Commissioned Captain, Co. G, 19th Mich. Infantry Vol.
Wounded slightly at Allatoona, Ga.

Provost Marshall Second Brigade 3rd Division 20th
Army Corp.

lustered-In U.S. Service of Officers by Vice Bigelow
( Captain of Co. G., Charles Bigelow)

Reported as Captain, Co. G
Commanding Regiment since September 24, 1864
Present

Aide-de-Camp of Brigade since November 15, 1864 to
lay 1865

Muster-Out near Washington, D.C,

Commissioned [lajor
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To Emma J. Easton, probably visiting in New Castle, N.Y.

Coldwater, Mich.
Feb. 13, (Probably 1861, perhaps earli

1960 <2 «nu{;u»
Dear Sister:

I think it was only a week ago last Sunday that I wrote to you; but
not wishing to attend church this evening I thought “thinks I to myself,"
I'11l write to Emma and so you see I am at it although there has nothing
transpired in this place that will interest you very much.

I am having just the best time this winter that can be imagined;
don't have to work very hard,--not a bit of it. Was I ever known to
work very hard that you know of?

Uncle Calvin and Harvey were out here a short time ago--last Sunday
I think a week ago. I have not seen Harvey for a long time before and
Mary says he is a great awkward country gruny--that she wouldn't recog-
nize him in the street as a cousin of hers. Now, I do not presume to

uphold her in what she says at all. That he is very "“verdant" I will
not deny; but with all his grunniness he has some good qualities. They

say that he is the Beau ideal of Miss Sarah Clark. Besides being the
gallant of Miss Clark he also attends school. For my part I do not see
how he can attend to two such very important things at the same time.

I admire her taste but "darn" her judgement. (Please don't read that
quoted word).

We had quite a fire here on Friday morning last which resulted in
the destruction of Mr. James Smails clothing store, Parley Burton's
grocery, Cook & Gibbs meat market.and D. Bovees grocery. The corner
looks desolate enough now I can assure you. The fire originated in a
billiard saloon over Mr. Smails store. Those girls that occupy one of
the rooms in our house have been working for Mr. Smails, and as he
thinks he shall not have a "back shop" in connection with his next
clothing store, they are thrown out of employment although I believe
one of them intends to work for Mr. Wood, I cannot vouch forthe latter
part of this, however, as I hardly ever see them.

e

You were acquainted with Mr. Pierce were you not? He is dead. He
has been very feeble for a long time but had been able to be around to

his business. I think he was driving his own horse the day previous
to his death which occured on Saturday last.

It is reported that Ester Mary Smith was married last Sunday, al-
though I do not know how true it is.

This sheet is full and I am done.
# D.J. Easton

Burn this as soon as you read it as I am ashamed of it and will have
to excuse myself on the ground of indisposition.

Please do not discommode yourself in the least to write. lone.
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Sturgis Nov. 10, 1861

Dear Sister:

Not being particularly engaged to-day, and having nothing of any
great importance to do, thinks I to myself, thinks I, to drive dull
care away I'll write an answer to sister Emma's letter, which was re-
ceived last night.

Cold and chilly blows the wind into my open window as I sit writ-
ing benumbing my fingers, and throwing delightful and pleasant feelings
over my person, and causing that beautifying sensation to creep over
the frame not easily described; but wonderfully understood when a per-
sonal application is had.

There is nothing in nature that is so well calculated to excite
the morbid fancy of man, and inspire him with soul-stirring and heaven-
ly thoughts; nothing that is so well calculated to develop the mind and
strengthen the body, and nothing that will give one a better opinion of
one's self, than to write touchy and pathetic letters to the girls
fraught with the loftiest and holiest expressions that ever entered in-
to the undeveloped mind of man, and more especially where your sweet-
heart is slightly unsophisticated.

I see that you and mother take matters like these into serious con-
sideration, and advise me to beware how I broach upon the affections of
the tender-hearted female girls. "“Rest Thee!"” There is no danger of
breaking their hearts, though they may, like the graceful hickory of

the forest, bend and writhe before the rugged winds of Autumn. Their

hearts are made of sterner stuff than to be thus broken and dissevered

at every bit of romance of poetic effusion that may, by chance, be
thrown them.

I am exceedingly anxious to know what that joke is that has been
played at my expense. Have the kindness to write and let me know, that
I, too, may have "some fun, fun, fun,"” for that is now in my line of
business and nothing would come more acceptable or be more highly prized;
and surely if it is at my expense who has a better right to know it than
myself? Write and let me know all the particulars, and oblige.

-y

Mary and Ranse will be at home on Tuesday of this week, without
fail; but I believe they intend going with a horse and buggy so you
need not look for them on the cars. 1 cannot tell when I shall be at
home again; but probably this week some time.

Love to all the pretty girls
David

Tell father if I can get that money this week I will send it. Write
soon.







Camp Granger, Nov. 2, 1862

Dear Mother:

I received your letter a day or two ago and humbly beg your pardon for
not answering it before this, and I know you will readily grant it, when
you know my reason for not writing more frequent. I did not know that my
long silence would give any pain to my dear parents and sister, but judging
from my own feelings I am now convinced that it is not so. I am placed in
a very peculiar situation. My position would not allow me to write home or
any where else. I have not seen a "red" since I left Michigan, and an
officer must never be under obligation to his men and consequently I could
not barrow. T trust that with this excuse you will pardon my neglect, and
consider it as a matter of necessity and not of choice. I have written
several letters, but for reasons already explained have failed to send them.
Rest assured Dear Mother, that while life is spared me I can never forget
home, and the dear images I have treasured up in my heart there. I could
have wept when I read your letter, where you charged me with having forgotte:
home and everything that is there so dear to me. There has never been an hot
(may I say a moment) when I have not had my Dear Mother in my mind. I hope
that before that time comes death may have taken me from earth. No, I have
longed for the good times that I have so often had in my dear old home, with
father, mother, sisters and brother. But that time is not yet to be. We
must still stay in the field, to resist our country's foes, and put down
the traitors who endeavor to break up one of the best governments on earth.
If there is one thing that can never be swept from the memory of the soldier
it is home and its influence. There is such a contrast between home and the
home and its influence. There is such a contrast between home and the place
we call "home,"” here. Many are the nights that (I have slept on the bare
ground with nothing to cover me but my blanket.) When we were on the Ohio
River, I have been on picket duty and slept on the bed of the river and in
many places, it is just like a stone pile. On sandy ground I can now lay
down and sleep as well as I could on a feather bed. I have not slpet on a
bed for three months, and have almost forgotten how it would seem. But I
do not think it would be very bad after marching all day through a misty
rain and mud about six inches deep. However, so far as the mud is concernec
we have not had much of it to complain of having marched only one day in it;
and one day through the rain. We have marched several days when it was im-
possible to see more than ten feet in advance of us. Our first march from
Covington, Ky. was one of this kind. We marched ten miles after four o‘'clock
P.M. and I do not think I was ever so completely worn out in my life. When
we got to our stopping place I layed down on the soft side of an oak board
that was there without supper and slept soundly till aroused in the morning
by the beating of drums and blowing of fifes, which is called the "revelles"
when we were ordered to take up our line of march again for another place
distant twenty-two miles. This march was made in less than seven hours.

But I will not attempt to give you a detailed account of our journey to this
place, suffice it to say that we passed through some of the most forlorn
looking country that was ever my lot to behold, nothing but hills and stone
heaps. In fact, in some portions of the State the stones are so thick that
one neighbor has to borrow land of another to pile stones upon. I do not
see how it is possible for anyone to obtain a living on such land. But
things have now changed and for the last two days we have been marching
through one of the most beauti-







ful and fertile tracts of country that can be found anywhere on the face of
the earth. Everything around here seems to be well arranged. The houses,
generally speaking are large and commodius; but are not near so tasty as are
our northern houses. They are more like castles than like dwellings for
private families. Through this part of the country the people are consider-
ed very wealthy and you will not often see a dwelling that 1s smaller than
H.C. Lewis' and many of them are much larger. Their farms are fenced with
stone walls from four to six feet high and in lots of about 50 or sixty
acres as near as I can judge., I presume it is a good country to live in in
times of peace, but in war times it is very much like other places,-- rather
hard. War makes sad havoc of everything it comes in contact with; when a
rail fence happens to be where a regiment encamps for the night, it is gen-
erally nonesist in the morning. I have seen many good fences eight and ten
rails high " laid low" by"Lincoln's Hordes", as the rebels term us. It is
almost inspiring to see with what alacrity and zeal the regiment known as
the 19th Michigan can take anything which their commander allows them to.
Once in garticular I recollect we were ordered (to take only the top rail)
and in about five minutes there was no top rail on the ground. You asked

me something in relation to Col. Gilbert being tyranical. I have the plea-
sure of informing you that there is not a word of truth in the rumor, or

the assertion that his enemies may make. I do not think there ever was a
man who thought more of his men than our Col. thinks of his. Some of the
men seem to think that because they have not all the privileges the¥ had at
home they are sadly abused and that their commander is a tyrant, and cares
nothing for the health or happiness of those under his control.

Yesterday I went to Lexington, three miles from where we are encamped,
for the purpose of seeing the Michigan 18th--Refjt. in which Albert Lawrence
is in. I found them about a mile on the other side of the city. I saw
Corporal Lawrence, and had a good long chat with him. He is Color Corporal.
The position of a Color Corporal is not very dissimular to any other in the
same rank with the exception that he stands the first chance for promotion.
If there is a vacancy among the Sergeants he is entitled to the position;
he will probably be promoted in a short time. When on my way home I visited
the tomb of Henry Clay. He has a splended monument erected to his memory.
The cemetary in which he is buried 1s one of the most beautiful in the world.
It is said there are only one or two in the United States that surpasses it
in beauty and splendor. Everything about it is in the most perfect order.
Evergreens and shrubbery of every description are arranged in the most
magnificent style. Iron chairs are all over the grounds which seem to invite
the visitors to lounge in their arms. A macadamized road runs around the
entire grounds. Magnificent carriages may be seen at almost all times in
the day slowly wending their way around the grounds.

I have also visited the grave of Gen. Harrison. It is situated on the
north bank of the Ohio, at a place called North Bend. There is a vast diff-
erence between his tomb and that of Clay. Ben Harrison is buried in a pri-
vate family burying ground. The fences are all down and cattle and hogs
may roam at pleasure over the tomb of the old hero. While there we used
some of the very embankments thrown up by him to protect himself and his
followers from the savages, and although we have no such thing as a rebel
Eggre yet we "went through with the motions,"” which--amounted to the same

ing.







Adjutant Adams has just left our tent and says that the 19th stands
“"A" "Nol" at head-quarters. Well, without boasting, I will say that we
have just the best regiment in the heart of the State; at least the best
that I have seen--and I have seen a good many.

I do not know that I have any news to tell you. I never was in better
health in my life. There was a time just before we left Michigan that I
was pretty sick, but I have gotten over that now. I do not think that you
would recognize me should I drop in upon you to-night. I weigh one hundred
and fifty-five pounds, a gain of twenty-five pounds since leaving Dawagiac.
Exposure agrees with me. You would undoubtedly laugh to see me get down in
the streets of Coldwater and drink the water from the gutters; but I believe
that I could do it with a "clear conscience and a good stomach. We have
often drunk water from the same river in which dead mules, absolutely rotten-
were just above us, and water that green scum would rise on as it boiled.
They have not had a rain here for about three months until within a week.
A little rain here will make mud six inches deep which makes very unpleasant
marching as I can assure you from experience.

The call is sounding for roll-call and I must stop writing and go to
my company's quarters and see that they are all there.

Do not neglect to write; but write as often as you can and tell all of
our folks to do the same, and when Uncle Samuel settles with me I will be
more faithful in writing to you.

Tell Sister Emma and all the rest of our folks and my friends to write
just as often as they can possibly make it convenient.

I hope we shall get some pay before long; but Uncle Sam is slow and I
am willing to trust him just as long as I can, although I suppose my say so
would make but little difference.

Your aff. Son
David
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Camp of the 19th Mich Infty

Near Danville, Ky
December 20th 1862

Dear Sister:

I have just returned from a Battle-field. It is near Perryville,
about ten miles from where we are now encamped. It was fought between the
forces of Gen. Buell on our side and the forces of Gen. Bragg on the rebel
side. The battle was fought on the 8th of October last, and it was one of
unusual fierceness. Stand after stand was made by the rebels, and our
troops had to conquer the ground inch by inch.-- The contest was fearful,
and nobly did our troops fight their way. The position was chosen by the
rebels themselves, and it was one that was well calculated to retard the
progress of our, and had they not fought with desperation defeat most
certainly ensued. Should I live to be as 0ld as time itself I do not
think I could ever forget the scenes that I saw today.

The Colonel gave Capt. Baker, Quartermaster Turner, Adjutant Darrow
and myself permission to go and see the "bloody field"”; and we easily ob-
tained passes and soon were on the road. Arrived at the little village
of Perryville we took dinner of "mine host" Tucker, procured a quide to
conduct us and started off. As we came in sight of where the battle commenc-
ed, my eye was directed to numerous little mounds (this was in the open
field) and we soon learned that these were the resting places of those who
had fallen. Both friend and foe are alike buried together here. Passing
on we came to a strip of woods.--It was here where heavy fighting was
done. The trees were completely riddled by bullets, and large limbs are
cut off by cannon balls. The rebels passed on in their retreat--our
forces following up the victory gained. The fighting must have continued
for at least five or six miles with this same unabated fury, until at last
our forces gave up the pursuit.

Nowv in relation to the burial of the dead. Some had fallen on the
side hill, some in gullies, some in open fields, and some in the woods.
They were buried where they had fallen, and when I say there was not one
that had a foot of earth between him and the blue sky above him, I
speak the truth, Many had much less. The rain has washed many of them
out of the ground, and hogs have actually rooted them up and devoured
their flesh.-- I saw at least fifty hogs that had died from partaking of
this unwholesome diet. Many more will wash up the next heavy rain. The
grave of one rebel in particular attracked my attention.--for the body
was not there; it had been taken out by the hogs and devoured. Matted
locks of hair was thrown over the grave; bloody-garments, etc. Pen can-
not describe the scene. At one place in less than two rods square forty-
seven of our men "bit the dust”, and lots of other places their fire was
just as destructive. 1 saw the place where Loomis Battery was stationed.







A general Secesh burial ground was being made and the secesh are
being taken there. They were burying to-day and up to two o’'clock they

had buried, in a little sgot of %round about two rods square three hun-
dred and seventy-eight rebels. renches are dug and they are put two or

three deep in the trenches.

The Capt. wishes to write and I must close my letter. I would like
to give you a longer account.

Your Bro David

Enclosed I send you a bunch of red berries (I don't know what kind)
taken from the spot where the rebel General Jackson fell.







Camp of the 19th Mich. Infty

Near Danville, Ky.
Dec. 25, 1862

Dear Sister:

"A Merry Christmas: to you all. It is now nearly 12 o'clock at mid-
night, and I have just time to drop you a line or two. We are again
ordered to march, We leave to-morrow morning at five o'clock. Gen. Baird
came riding up to the Col's quarters while we were on "dress parade” to
night, and I surmised that something was to be done. 1In a short time the
*"Officers Call" was sounded and we were informed that we were ordered to
march. We go to Munfordsville, in the State via Lebanon. It now begins
to look as though we were soon going to have work to do. The order was
something of a surprise as we were to be paid off to-morrow. The moving
of the troops of course dispenses with this operation. I presume we shall
receive our pay in a few days. I will warrant it will seem good to many
of the officers of this Brigade when it does come.

We have had fine times here to-day--a "merry Christmas"”" in reality.
For dinner we had Turky, cheese, oysters, butter, and in fact all the
goodies of life and we enjoyed it (to use an old phrase) "hugely”. Noth-
ing like high 1living in the army.

Capt. Lincoln, of Coldwater is at home now sick, and both of his Lieut
are sick here. I have been detailed to take charge of his company for the
present. However, that is no new thing for me to command a Company as I
have done a great deal of that kind of business since I have been in the
service. Last night the Col. wished me to act as Adjutant on "dress par-
ade," which duty of course I performed. Don't I put on airs. Nothing like
it. Well this is a great world, and if I stay in the service three mon-
ths longer I expect you will direct your letters to Capt. Easton instead as
now. But enough of this. Everything is in a perfect "Hurley Burley" thing:
upside down, and all that sort of thing.

I saw Mr. Lawrence to-day. He came out after his son who is in Co.
"H"--Capt. White's Company. He informs me that he has procured his dis-
charge and that he will probably leave for home with him next Monday.

I have no news to communicate.

Love to all friends at home. Write as soon as you conveniently can
and as often. In haste.

Your aff Bro.

David
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Camp of the 19th Mich. Infantry Vols.
Near Danville, Ky.
Jan. 9, 1862;;

Dear Sister:

I received your letter a day or two since, and since that time our
Company has met with a very severe accident. It was occasioned by the
bursting of a shell. Our Artillery had been practicing for a day or
two and a part of the shells did not burst as they struck. Some of
the boys of our regiment being on picket near where they struck took
some of them and brought them to camp. One of our boys had a desire to
see what was inside of one of them and, got our boy Tom (our Negro boy)
to assist him and proceeded to open it. It seems that he employed the
negro to hold the shell while he drilled out the fuse. He had been at
work upon it but a short time when it exploded. The negro's left hand
was completely blown off and portions of it were found some time after
six and eight rods from the place where the explosion took place. One
fore finger was discovered hanging on the limb of a tree with a cord
attached to it fully a foot long drawn from his arm. Another piece of
the shell entered his right side and came out his left, tearing his bowel
out and mangling him frightfully. He lived about three hours after it
happened, and altho he was conscious of everything that passed around him
%9t {.do not think he realized any pain, as not a single groan escaped

is lips.

The other was a member of our Company. His name is Ira E. Dexter.
His wound is not dangerous, although it is painful. A piece of the
shell struck him on the hand, and it is pretty seriously injured; but his
hand will be saved. Another piece of the shell struck him on the outside
of the right leg near the body and came out on the inside, inflicting a
serious but not dangerous wound. The shell just missed the main artery
that runs through the leg. It is almost a mystery how he happened to
escape as he did; being equally exposed with the negro. He will not be
able for duty for a long time. He may be thankful that he escaped as
fortunately as he did. Accident after accident has happened in the
regiment and brigade and still theboys are just as careless as ever. I
actually am of the opinion that were a body of men to be told that by
doing a certain thing the penalty would be death, yet they would all
want to try and see if it were true.

There are no news that I know of of any importance. We may move from
here in a few days and we may stay here for a long time. :

I sent my ambrotype to you with Capt. Baker's by the Chaplin.
Your aff Brother David

Tell Flora that I received her paper and am much obliged. Have not
received those others sent.

I am obliged to the Col. for his good opinion. I don't know whether
I deserve it or not.
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Camp of the 19th Mich. Infty
Near Danville, Kentucky
January 12, 1862

Dear Sister:

I do not know that I have any object in writing to you this after-
noon. There is nothing to write about and so I guess I am doing itg to
while away the tedious hours. I haven't had very much to do lately and
am getting tired of this kind of life. The fact is never before since I
have been in the service has time hung so idly on my hands,and if I

supposed that it would last much longer I do not know but what I should
commit suicide or petition for a leave of absence, and come home and see

my old friends. But I trust we shall not much longer remain idle. The
fact we have been hoping for a long time that we might see something of
what real war is. How soon we shall I do not know. Military is all an
enigma, and too deep an one for me to solve.

I attended (church yesterday for the first time since I left the
"0ld Peninsula State!) The Preacher (who is a Kentuckian) is a long wind-
ed fellow and his sermon amounted to just nothing. He bored us for two
hours and three quarters with an o0ld day sermon, the same that I used to
hear Methodist ministers use in my infancy. He did not advance a single
new idea, and I felt that I was but poorly paid for the labor and pains
that I took to go and hear him, (for commissioned officers are obliged to
have passes here as well as the privates. They are obtained from Col.
Gilbert.) There was only eight ladies there which I didn't like very
much I assure you. After all I do not know but what I went as much to

see the girls as to hear the sermon--Capt. White, Capt. Baker, Lieut.
Anderson and myself formed the party.

I send you, enclosed a specimen of the "money" we have in this

country. The paper that is burnt was once owned bK"our bog Tom," but he
was so unfortunate as to get blown up and his clothes mostly burned off

him before they could be taken off, which accounts for the paper being
burned as you see it.

I have no news to write am well and healthy. Don't think I am pin-
ing away. Weigh one hundred and eighty one pounds. :

. I thought you was going to send me your ambrograph.. Why don't you
do it. How are our folks? Tell them all to write as often as they can.

Tell Uncle Damon if he don't answer my letter he may expect to get
perfect fits one of these times.

Your Bro. David
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POSTAGE CURRENCY

During the first years of the Civil War the minor coins in circu-
lation very rapidly disappeared. Cash, in the form of coins, became
a tangible asset. Anything else was just a promise. A most accute
situation followed and in order that business could be transacted
merchants were forced to issue Notes of Credit, Promises to Pay, To-

kens, Store Cards, etc. as a means of making change. The Treasury
of the United States found itself confronted with the same difficulty

as everyone else. The Treasurer, Mr. F.E. Spinner, sponsored the

plan of gasting postage stamps, singly and in multiples on Treasury
paper and on July 17, 1862 an Act was passed by Congress authorizing

the issue of such currency to be known as Postage Currency. This

currency was not money, nor did it pretend to be. It was merely a
means of making postage stamps negotiable and remained in use until

1876 when Congress authorized the minting of fractional silver coins,
to redeem the outstanding paper fractional currency.

First General Issue August 21, 1862 to May 27, 1863. This series
has on each note a facsimile of the postage stamp then current.

The Postage Currancy and accompanying letter were sent by lieut.
David J. Easton, Camp of the 19th Michigan Infantry, Near Danville,
Kentucky, January 12, 1862. (Probably the date was January 12, 1863
though dated January 12, 1862 in his letter.)







Camp of the 19th Mich. Infty. Vols.

Near Danville, Ky.
January 14th 1863

Dear Sister:

I have just received your letter, also another from one of the boys
that used to work for me while in Sturgis--Jeff. Smith. He informs me
that Capt. B. French has arrived at that place. He was wounded at the
battle of Fredericksburg--" minie ball" to use his own words" passing
clear through him". Capt French used to work for Capt. J.L. Hackstaff in
the old Democratic Union office. I was slightly acquainted with him. He
went as 1lst Lieut. in the Co. that went from Sturgis nearly two years ago.
He has lately been promoted.

You asked me rather a hard question when you asked me if I supposed
this war would close soon. Seriously I do not know, but i am honestly
and candidly of the opinion that unless a change somewhere is effected
soon peace is far distant, and the government is farther to-day from be-
ing established than it was when rebellion first broke out. This division
of the army is quietly laying here simply doing nothing. I tell you in-
stead of being here to-day we had ought to be at Vicksburg. Then we could
do some service. Then we could be of some benefit to our Country. But,
stationed as we are here, I do not believe we can do a particle of good.
We are laying in camp absolutely dying for want of exercise. If I knew
that it was the intention of the government to keep us here all winter
and then perhaps do nothing I believe I should send in my resignation, and
g0 home. I am in favor of a bold and vigorous prosecution of the war. I
have always been--and anything short of this does not satisfy me by a good
deal. We have lain here so long now that I do not suppose it is hardly
possible for us to move, especially off the pikes as the roads must be
very bad. Up to this morning we have had splendid weather; but about four
this A.M. it commenced raining and it has not thought of such a thing as
stopping yet. Indeed it has absolutely poured the most of the time.

When it will stop Providence only knows.

) I am "Officer of the Pickets" to-morrow, and do most sincerely hope

it will keep rainning as hard as it does now. It makes it so very pleasant
to be completely through for about thirty-six hours. Nothing like it. A
Year and a half ago I don't believe I couls stand many such wettings with-
out being sick. Now I don't care anything about them after I once get wet.

. I have settled up my accounts, with the Capt. and others connected
with the raising of our Company and find that my expenses, were:

Por uniform and equipments---------- $151.50

Expenses for raising Co and

other necessary expenses in-

curred while in service, board etc. | 82.50
9.00







I will probably not be again paid till about the first of March.
There is yet due this Regiment two month's back pay.

Write me often.

Your Bro David
| I will send father that money that I barrowed of him day after
to-morrow.

David
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American Hotel
Annapolis, April, 8, 1863

Dear Sister:

When last I wrote home I promised you & long letter; but I am now too
busy looking esfter my company thet I nardly think I can.

I am in excellent health; never better in my life. The good pure air
of freedom agrees with me. I wrote you last on the boat on our way
from Richmond to this place. The mortallity of my company is very
lsrge. Since the fight, thus far I have found thet I have lost tnir-
teen men since the fignt by death. rlow meny more I do not know. I
do not know how many men my company numbers now. But 1t must be very
small. Several ol my non-commissioned of icers have been killed or
died since. iy orderly Sergeant Osgood a man as ever lived was shot
in the aft arm and [ learned tuis forenoon ti.at he would probably
lose it; I hope not. As soon as the Kegt. is reorgunized he is sure
of a comnission. liy fourth Sergl was also wounded- how bud 1 do not
know- and several Corporals.

I heve just returned from the hospital in this city and suv one of my
own boys. lie was dying. Several others of the company are very low
but I think they will be &ble to recover. One thing is certain- they
have the very best care that cen possibly be obtalned. The navy build-
ings are used as iHospitals. Fverything is in the nost perfcct order.
There is a very large number of sick here from our Hegiment.- The in-
humen and brutal trcatment which we received from the time of our
capture up to the time of our release has sent many & good man and true
soldler to his lest home. Diseases contracted during our imprisonment
nas cerrled off more men for us tinan their bullets, men, too, who were
strong and anxious- the best of the company.

IFernaps [ »will write you egnother letter tnis afternoon. [ will if I
lhave timec.

It hac been reported tuut ve are orderod to report to Camp Chiase and
leave Lhis elternoon. iiave not received officisl notice to this eff=-
ect, howcver, we heuve ull been exctanged and shall probably soon be
in the fleld sgain. [ would like to hear from homec very much but we
shull probably leave here before a lctter would rcuch nme. i

Give my respects to all wmy fricnds.

Your aff bro.

D.J. Laston
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LIBBY PRISON, a notorious Confederate prison at Richmond, Virginia,

improvised from a four-story brick warehouse owned by a merchant

named Libby, and containing six rooms, each measuring 100 ft. by

4Ls ft. Lack of sanitation and overcrowding caused the death of
a great number of Union prisoners held there between 1863 and 1864.

In 1889 the building was moved to Chicago to serve as a museum.

David J. Easton was taken prisoner by the Rebel Army in February
1863, at Brentwood, Tennessee, near Franklin, Tennessee. He and

others of his Regiment were exchanged sometime before April 8, 1863.

David J. Easton went by boat from Libby Prison, Richmand, Virginia

to Annapolis, Maryland.

3 5401 42386 8073
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Camp Chase, Ohio
May 26th 1863

Dear Sister:

I am not exactly in the position, to-night that suits me. Instead of
being sheltered by a tent, as has been my fortune for nearly a year, I am
now sheltered by a beautiful frame house, painted with lime and water.

Said house contains one room only, about fifteen feet square. Just imagine
the comfort there is in living in a house of this kind in a warm sultry day;
or imagine yourself standing on a large scale of iron with a boiling sun
pouring down upon you and you will realize the position of affairs at the
headquarters of “your humble servant.” At the time I am writing, however,
(9 P.M.) a heavy rain is pouring down which greatly relieves us.

I presume before this time Capt. Baker has been at our house and ex-
plained to you the reason of my leaving as I did. 1Indeed, when I went down
to the depot that day I had no more idea of going off than I had of going
to England or France while the rebellion lasts, and I assure you I have no
such idea. Arrived at the depot I found the officers all there and absolute-
ly bound to go forward. Of course I could have stayed; but I thought best
to go with them, and so I did.

I was detailed to-day to take command of the 51st Reg't 2nd Vols and
can assure you I have been very busy making out requisitions for clothing Etc
The regiment was captured near Rome, Ga some time ago, and have just arrived
here. Their officers are all in the South and I suppose in the famous Libby
Prison. How I pity them. I boarded at the same hotel for nearly two months.

Lt. Wing and myself went out into the country last Sunday to Sunday
School. It was at a small school house about three miles from camp. I was
invited to a seat by the superintendent behind the pulpit. Didn't we
attract some attention. I "reckon" we did though. But the worst of all was
there were no pretty girls there! "That is too bad!" I think I hear you say.
Well, I fully agree with you.

Lt. Wing is rooming with me for the present, and presume he will until
our Capt. gets back. He is on one side of my table writing while I am on
the other. 1 suppose he is writing to his Dear Gerta or some one else. I
am going to ask him to give her my love; but whether he will do so or not I
don't know; doubt it. In case he refuses to do so I shall have to ask you
to perform that act of kindness for me.

Haven't any news to write; everything quiet in camp so far as I ‘know.
News from Vicksburg creates a general good feeling in camp and the soldiers
are joyous and happy.

Love to all the girls of my acqiaintence. My kindest regards to your
dear friend Miss------- I can't think of her name. Oh, yes, Miss Randall.

) .Wing is blowing like a forty horse power engine because I don't stop
writing, and "come to bed!" I suppose I shall have to humor him and say---

Your aff. Bro.
David

7 BRANCH DISTRICT LIRRAFY
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Hd. Qrts. Co. "E" 19th Mich. Infty.
Near Franklin, June 19th 1863

Dear Sister:

Again after a fatiquing march we are in camp. We are now near the
place where we were taken prisoners four months ago. Started from camp
near Nashville yesterday morning and in the afternoon about three o‘clock
found us in camp at this place. The distance from Nashville here is

eighteen miles. Made a pretty good march for not travelin% for four months.
About ten o'clock we stopped at a place called Brentwood Statgion-- the

place where the reminant of our Regiment was taken--and stayed for a couple
of hours. While there we learned that an entire Brigade of Rebels were only
a short distance from there and as our force was very small--only one
Regiment--the Col. ordered us to "fall in," and we resumed our march. This
morning we were informed that in about half of an hour after we left the
Rebels marched into our camp. We were very fortunate in getting out as we
did. It is reported that we shall stay here for some time doing duty at
this place. I suppose; however, that depends upon circumstances. Rebel
deserters brought in last night report, that the Rebels are marching on this
place with thirty thousand men. In case that proves true, there will be
bloody work here.

We have a splended camp or will have as soon as the boys get it fixed

up. They are busy this morning policing. The weather in this "region" is
very warm--that term does not explain it, it is hot!

Day before yesterday I sent a box of things home. Enclosed in the
box I placed a note directing what was to be done with them. I presume you

will find it. How do you like my album? Pretty, isn't it? As fast as I

can get the photographs of the officers I shall send them home, and shall
have to ask you to place them in it.

Haven't much time to write a long letter this morning. Serg't
Coblentz is sitting on the same seat with me writing to his "“Dear Wife,"

and says give my kind regards to your sister! Which, of course, I will do.
He is a tip-top fellow.

Your Bro.
David

My address is, "Near Franklin, Tenn (with the no of the Regt.)







Hd. Qrs Co. "G" 19th Mich. Inft.
Murfreesboro, June 27, 1863

Dear Father:

We'leave for the front to-morrow morning. Undoubtedly we shall
have hot work as the fighting already is said to be desperate. We leave

at five o'clock. Are very busy this evening in getting things in shape
and everything ready for a move, and I have but just time to drop you a
single line. I send by this mail several papers of importance to you.
They pertain to the quartermaster department. Keep them till I send for

them or return home. Thez are my receipts for clothing issued to the S5l1st
Ind. Regt. while in Camp Chase. There may be no difficulty about the

matter; but in case there is, these papers then become my vouchers. I
trust my papers are all in the right shape.--

The papers sent are: 13 issue Rolls, 3 lists of stores received
from Capt. B.P. Wells, 2 lists of stores transferred to Capt. B.P. Wells,
and one trans. to Lieut. A.J. Mc Lachlen together with my order to report
for duty to the Maj. Canndy the post. The reason of my eending them home
is the fear that our baggage may be captured. I have lost everything
once in that way and do not intend to again if it can be prevented.

Respects to all my friends in Coldwater.

Your aff. son
D.J. Easton







19th Michigan Inf.
Near Guy's Gap, Tenn.
July 6th 1863

Dear Sister:

I received your letter of June 21th yesterday afternoon while on
picket dut and you may be assured I was glad to hear from home. It's
the first {etter I have received from home for some time. I think I have

not had one since we left Nashville. The reason, I presume is that
Rose-crans has made his forward movement and our mail matters have not
connected right. A large amount of mail was brought into camp yesterday,
but it was mostly old. I have written you several letters since we left
Franklin and presume that you have received the most of them before this
time.

We are having pretty hard times in camp at present for the reason
that we are building railroads around the etc. the entire Regiment is on
duty every other day. It comes pretty hard on the boys, but they bear it
without complalnlng. We are all hoping to get away from here in a short
time and in all probability we shall leave as soon as we finish the rail-
road. It was partly destroyed by the Rebels when they were driven out of
here by our forces. We are expecting to finish it this week when we
shall go to Shelbyville. I am anxious to go and see this place. We were
there one night while we were prisioners. It was at this place that the
enlisted men of the Regiment were paroled, and I think we suffered as
much as much at this place as any 1n our route. Tt was cold and stormy
and the boys were crowded into a muddy wet court-yard and had to stand
there until nearly morning. In the morning, however, we were all right
that is so far as we could be and be prisioners. The citizens used us well
and done everything for us they could with a rebel guard standing over us.
Pour or five of us got our dinner at the house of a Union lady and she in-
formed us that nine-tenths of the towns people were Unionists. When we get
there I think I shall go and see her. She informed us that she had one

brother and her husband in Rosecran's army. I never fully realized until
now what the Union people have to suffer in a tract of country situated as

this has been. Hundreds of refugees are now returning to their homes from

the north which they had to leave when our army retreated through here
nearly a year ago.

It has rained every day since we left Franklin and with our little
‘dog tents' you must know we have nice times. I do not know that I ever
saw it rain harder in my life than it did last night. I got completely wet
through; and dark horrers! I guess it was dark. I sent a lot of men out
into the woods for perhaps a quarter of a mile and it was upwards of two
hours before they retruned. They had lost their way in the cedar thicket,
and as they informed me when they returned they had about given up the idea
of finding us that night.

I am at present in command of Co. "F" Capt. C.A. Thompson's Co. of
Kalamazoo. I have been here for some time. How long I shall remain here
I do not know. The Capt. was left sick at Murfreesboro. and the 1lst Lieut.
is sick in Michigan. I like the Co. very well. It is to my notion the best
Company in the Regiment; at least I like the noncommissioned officers
(except my own Co.) the best.







Tell Clemmie that I received her little note with yours and for which
I am thankful. I think I shall write her in a day or two. I at the
same time received one from my orderly he is getting along first rate and
the Surgeon thinks he will be fit for duty in thirty days I hope so it is
really lonesome here.

Lieut. Wing has gone to Murfreesboro this afternoon with a train.

If Will Tullman is still in Coldwater give him my respects and tell
him to answer my letter or there will be a sever fight.

Give my respects to all the folks, and ask Imogene and mother and
father why they don't write me.

Respects to all friends in the city and country. Tell Uncle Damon
that I say that if he can't write me he will wish he had if I ever get
home.

Your aff. Bro.
David

I came near forgetting to tell you that I had one of my Corporals
killed yesterday while fooling with another soldier. They were "going
through the mannual” and both brought their pieces to their shoulders and
fired, both at the same time. One of the guns happened to be loaded; the
ball entered the left side of the head tearing out his brain and passing
through entered the arm of the man who owned the house where they were
doing guard duty inflicting a severe injury.-- It matters but little, how-
ever, as the man was an old Rebel. If 1t had killed him and only wounded
the Corporal it would have been a real blessing.

David Your Borther

19th Michigan Infantry
Near Murfreesboro, Tenn.







19th Michigan Infantry
In Camp at Murfreesboro
August 23, 1863

Dear Sister:

I have really forgotten whether I wrote you last night or not, but
I think I did. Well, I am still here, and able to eat my regular meals.
The Mosquitoes are bothering me pretty bad to-night, and I hardly have
time to finish a word before I have to stop and take one of the fellows
a "dig in the ribs," I assure you southern mosquitoes are not a diminutive
set of animals. I have seen a mule knocked down by the force of one.
When they strike either man or beast he may as well make up his mind to
fall first as last. He is sure to tumble. I always fail to thank a kind
Providence that it grows so cold before morning that they have to "beat a
retreat;"” but still that does't help me very much now, as we are obliged
to get up every morning at three o'clock and stand in line until after
daylight. O0ld Forest is reported to be within a few miles of here, which
is the reason of our being obliged to get up so early,--although we always
get up at five. I apprehend that he will not find us napping 1f he does
choose to call on us and pay his respects. We shall be here on hand to
receive him.

I have just returned from town with Lieut. Wing. Went up to get
some ice-cream. That is not bad this warm weather; it is about the only
thing palitable in this part of the country for me now. I have got an-
other one of my damity spells and am enyiqﬁjit to the best of my ability.

¢t )J eyl
The heat down here is always in the superlative degree. Whew! How

my blood boils when I think of it. It has been several days since we
have had rain and the earth is beginning to become parched and dry.

We have all the peaches now that we can use--only $.75 per bushel
all kinds of provisions are now down to something like a decent price.
A price has been established by the Commandent of the post for all kinds
of produce. This makes it a great deal better for the soldier and citi-
zens who have to purchase these things.

Capt. Baker is still at Nashville sick. Received a letter from him
to-day he is quite low. It will be sometime before he will be able to
again be with the Regiment.

I have nothing in the shape of knowledge to report or news to give.
If we all don't die of desease before we get out of here I will be thank-

ful. A Capt. of Co. "H" was buried to-day and presume a Serg't of Co “A"
will be dead before morning.

I haven't heard a word from Coblentz since he left the Regiment.
Don't see why he don't write and let me know how he is getting along.

Respects to all friends and love to family.

Your Aff. Bro.
D.J. Easton







Col. Parkhurst, of the 9th Mich. was wounded in this town a few
days ago and has gone north I believe.







19ta lichigan Infantiry
In Camp at Liurfreesboro
September 1, 1563

Jear Sicter:

It has been several days since I reccived a letter fron home,
and in fact I have not written myself for threc or four days. 1 have
been auite sick for the past two weeks but am now feeling a trifle
better. I manage to keep around, however, and "do duty." 1 feel
come better this evening and trusi that I shall have {ully recovered my
health beforc¢ this reaches you. UYe are «till at Lourfreesboro, as the
heading of my letter indicates, and " judging from appearanccs"”--which
you know are often deceiving, and especially in military matters,--I
chould say we would stay here a long time. Ve are {ixing :p camp and
it is being gotten in the mont perfect order. 1y boys are herd at
vork now, and I think they will have their tente arranged in style by
to-morrow noon. I think I will cend you in a few days a specimen of
our "houses." INo doubt you will think they are grand things, age indeed,
they are. 1In case you should fall in love with it, I do not object to
you pritting it up in the "back yaord” and admiring it. ‘o appreciate it
sleep in it on some cold, 2nd rainy night with a blanket just large
enourh to cover you about half uv.

e have just been having a “"cpell of wicather" cdown: in this part
of the world¢. It has VLeen ar cold zn the icy lands of the frigid zoncs,
and we have been seriously troibled to Yeep warm. fe always have cold
nights here but cold¢ days are <omething that I am not much usred to, and
it doesn’t acree with ne.

I have been very bucy writing for a few Jdaye. {lothi:y but re-
vports all the time. i.ustered for hay yecterday and of courzec a large
nuaber of muster rolls to make out--four of thew. at lcant.

capt. Baker ic «till in Lashville cick. 1 received 2 lctler fronm
nim a few cdaye ajo. e 1o pelting better and T think will soon be able
to rejoin the Reot, Lleo one frowm Sest iaj. Tollman of the 2na wick.
savalry. Sende his recsards to you.

Uur Resiment pgoec on picouet to-morrow 1 :hall probably o with
1L 3L I am able to valk 2nd I ¢oubit not bt that I <hall be. .ve go on
Aty every four cays.

The “olonel left the Keriment a few daye aro for Coldwater and 1
prezume ne ic trere bhefore this timc,  Sickness in his fanily was the
reason ansigsned for yoing. I suppose coblentz 1o in Stur«is having a
coer time. I “on't apprchenc that any of tho<e men who went home re-
cralting will very laricely increase the nambers of the 19th iLichican.
Jhere 1o Srt. Sioecraft now? Jo he in town? and what ic he doineg?

Lo newt. RIL 1 geiel aroane wevfreccborol snd 1 cxpect that peace and
oo’ order will reirn a2 lons o onr 2ect, Je here.  tie have now but one
07 Lnhe ol lapte.--those who cane ot with the Regst--with e now. TThe
reot are all "abcent cjel,”







inelose? I sen® yonu Sergt. i.5. Lilles photorsraph. liave the
kindness to place it in the album. Photographs are chean dovn in this
region as i< also cverything else. JPhotographs are worth only five
dollars pr. dozzen. i:ilk is also very cheap. ¢ nay only from 75 to
35 cents per cuart, and everything canally low.

Tell Uncle Jamon that a« coon an I get a2 little better T will
answer that last lctter of his. I wrote Couszin Cynthia a day or two
ago in answer to a letter I received from her. GShe spoke of the draft
and about the men around there paying, their three hundred dollars in
preference to going to war. I shouldn't wonder if I made a few thrusts
that would tell at home I at least didn't favor the plan of paying
their paltry $300. I suppose Aunt Lasra will be out there in a short
time. I hope she will enjoy her visit in the "“Jolverine Ctate," a
State I am proud to call mine, and one that will never Cicgrace her-
self, by raicing those accenursed nroter, that intcerfere with any plane
of the iiational Government. Respecils to all friends. Love to ihe
family and girl)s!!

Your nfi upro.

avid

) I will send by to-morrow's mail a Cowpany Record. I got it up
in a hurry; but think it is "C.K."

£lso send one to Uncle amon.







In Reyimental iHospital of
19th Liich. Infty
Sentember 17, 1863

Jear Sister:

For the first time since I have been in the army am I obliged to
date my letters at a hospital. I have been here cince Tiesday last, and
have been having a pretty severc fit of sickness. T am tiowever improving
and shall soon be all rirfht again. I shall rcturn, in all probability
to my Company in a few days. I have been a long time “coming dovn"” as
they say. In fact I have been sicl for five or cix week. Tuesday last
the Surgeon concluded to have me removed to his own roowm where I am now,
from my own tent where I had been until that time. I have been fasting
for a few days. I ate a light supper last baturday nigzht--a week ago--
and that was the last thing that passed through my lips until the next
Friday mornings about ten o'clock--medicine--of course exceotert, .y appe-
tite is returning now and I trust I shall soon be able to eal ny "usual
allowance." It is a michty bip thine to be ¢ick in the aruy! butl 1 can't
avporecciate it. 1 have no decire for o further acquaintance with wr.
Sickness. Have seen enough of him. Don't like him. Is not a good comn-
panion, and besides, as the school girls s«ay: "I don't like him anyway!
so there now!

The Repiment is «till here at rurfreesboro, and may stay for a
long time. I think however that cevends upon our siccess down beyond
Chattanooca. It has a great deal of hard worl to do now. I presume the
Regiment never had more to do than a2t precent. OCfficers as well as men
are on picket duly every otner day, and have to work hard the next about
camp cleaniny up etc. !How long this state of things will last I do not
know; but I cincerely hove not much longer.

The house that I am now in, was, while Rasccian's army was here,
the headouarter: of Jen. lictook! It is owned by a Surpeon in the Rebel
army. 7he ioese iz Farniched about a:: nice as any that 1 have seen here
in the South. I would like to own it and have it in the city of Coldwater

It viould bice worth comweihine there.

Trce weather here hias been very pleacsant for the past few days;
but warm and duzty. #Jhile I am writing, hovicver, s slight shower has
“prang vo oant "lain low" the cuct., I winsh it woule rain for atout an
howr ar I have 2ecr 3t raiy cines I have been here in the Lovth,

I zupoone of coar~e yeo arce having a ¢ood¢ time with the arae at
hore. liow cdoer ilora lilke 1t 1 would like to be there for aboat an
hour to hear yo: r teeth chatter. '0 yoa altend ochool now? And what
¢o yo: «lidy? liow do yor. 1ike the chool cte.,

Yo wrote Liat Jic-L. dollorey o’ Lillingsly were at howe; it
yo . see cilher of ther, “ive Ehem ny recpecte and Lell thew that the 19t
in ccual to the 17th 3L cvery recpret,
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I have nothins in the way of news. iverything in quiet in the
wepartment.

Capt. Baker I presume has called on you before this time. He
vent home some time apo on a "leave of absence." When he returns 1
wish you would send my work on phonography if it is not lout. I can't
et one here!--unless you or some of the family are studying it. 1
vould advise you to an yot have time. It is a branch of education
that comes handy very often. 1 <o not think of anything elsre I want.
Tell Father I will send him in a few days--as soon as the paymaster
comes around, $300.00.

yYlell I hope this letter will find yo: all well and in the enjoy-
ment of that peace which the citizens of thi<¢ rection of the country
know not of..

Respects to 3ll trienc-., Jove to the furily. I will write you
afFain ir. a day or twvo.

e hac¢ one pan ¢ic in the hospital this mornings. ile belonps to
Company "pP".

I have received the kindest of treatment at the hands of
Surgeon Bennett sice I have been sick, and have to thank him for my
present comfortable auarters.

Tell !'ncle Jamon that I received hisz letter but yesterday, and I

vill answer in a day or two. The Col. has got bLack, brincinrc Lirs.
Champiorn (wife of our butler with him.)

Your affectionate Bro.

lavicd







19th w.ichigan Infantry
In camp at rurfreesboro
sept. 71, 103

My .car sister:

Altho.zh I have mailed you one letter to-cay, and onc I thini the
day before; yet I propose again writing to-night, not becausc I have any-
thing special to communicate, or any "poor advice” to give; Db.:t for the
simple reason that "I want to," and because I have nothing special to
do this evening. And another reason is I wish to keep you busy reading
my letters so that you will not forget me. In iny letter of day before
yesterday I promised to send you that "Summer riemnlsy arrangement, but
entirely forgot it until after I had sealed and directec the letter. 1
will send it with this, if I c¢o not forget it, and I hardly thinx I chall,
as I have the "instrument” before me. isythe way what will you give me to
write you a few essays on "“Summer friends”. 1 think that a very good
subject for a soldier to write upon, The rricnds the solcdler mzkes here
in the South are very like those you describe in your essay. Like the
frost of the morning they soon pass away. I received your letter of the
17th (presume it was) this afternoon, and nothwithstanding it was not of
much importance; yet I vas glad to ¢ect it for I was auite anxious to hear
from home. I was glad to learn that Aunt Lara had at last arrived in
Coldwater. llow does she like it. wnow I want youa to be very partic.olar
in writing me all about it. One-half, three-qiarters or even nine-tenths
of the news in this one particular will not do. I must have the whole.

I think there is a book womewhere in exicstence that contains a story
something to this effect: (I think that book is either the bible or
\lebster®s Lictionary--It has bLeen so long since I have seen a book that
I think I would hardly know the differcnce). "Once upon a time" (all
stories commence in this way)" a certain man called Arnanias (or some
other jaw-breaking name) pretended to give up all his property, con-
sisting of lands, cattle etc. and when asked if he had retained anything,
he ancwered “"fay:!" liow in those lays wicked men were nunished for their
#ine, (what a differrnce betweer those times and ourz, when treaszon and
traitors stalle throush the land no.niched) and a sivine 'rovicence
irmediztely converted hir into o "oillar of «2)t” (I wich some of my
cecesh Sriends Jdown herc withoat <alt hed a chance to rew a slice off
thic pillar) for the e of the inhabitants hereabouts. I don't know

but what I have got the «tory a 1iltle "mixed". vrerhop: after all he wac
the Tellow that was turned into an ox and ate the grasses of the fields;
and no coubt he too "plo:ighed oat corn” and done all such kind of work
vith a "nigger” on hig bacli an® a rone around his horns,--as these South-
erners work their's and thev take their styles and fashions from the
ancients. ihich of the two formse he assvmed I have really forgotten,

If you have any desire to know 1 wonld advise yon to consult "nDr Adam
Clar!z's Comment on Spiritualiacm”, an intere:tiing work pnblicshed some years
cince. iell, now thls little otory contains a moral and here it is:
1HORAL:-When yon are asked to tell a ctory never withhold a part; but tell
the whole «~tory:.:@:

4el)l 1 @ not feelline very well and 1 thinl T have a richt to be a
little abnsive to-nifht. You will have 1o excse me for if you don't I
rhall be under the rececnity of writing all the Llime home.

nclosed I cen’ you the photo. of our Surigeon--the sentlcoeman who
attended me Garing my sicknes:.  !ave the kindness to nlace him ‘amons







the officers” and speaking of photos reminds me that I have never re-
ceived yours yet. I believe you promised it to me "a long time ago"
Send me any of my ol¢ aconantances vhotographs. I woulcd like to :<ee

how white pcople look onee more. It has been s lony time since I have
ceen any.

“ell when I set cdown here I dicn't intend to write more than about
one nage; but I have such a notion of "stringing ont" as we printers usec
to may about lengthy communications, that I cant help it.

Cive my love to Aunt Lanra and tell her thatl I wonld like to see her
very mach bat "my boss" want let me lcave.

Love to all the family. I expect to fall in love with that iiiss
vvhatse her name the first ovnortunity that vresents itself.

But I mnst close my letter and go to hed as we expect an attack in
the morning. llave to get up at three o'clock and otand in "line of

battle” wuntil daylight.

wlell Good Right ant I'leasant urcams.

Your aff bBro.

.J. laston




.




SuUllER FRIebos

Changing as life may be of all things, changing as cummer friends
the most pasesing for the hour of prosperity. Summer friends cling
around the objects of their apparent affection but when dark clouds
gather around the pathway of the once honored ones thcy leave them
to their own sad reflection. Behold the man of affluence who has
had wealth at his command, and everything around him to make him
happy, who has becn perhaps one of the most influential, the most
fashionable and has Dbeen looked 1pon with envy and admiration--
by this class of admirers. ile feels honored by the attentions of
such ones. They will speax of him with a great ceal of regard and
extol his virtues highly always taking care to mention how gentecl
1 and fashionable he i and in what style he lives. But take from

him his riches, let him return to his home after hours spent in
restless anxietly when the truth nas finally come to him vwith over-
witelming power that he i« pennylcees then let him lool around for hi«
friends. ‘here are they. ‘“here a2re all those who have ©o recently
crowded around him with professcd attachment. fThey arc gone, 2ll
the profecsions of reacpect are banished from their thoughte; all the
advantage they have gained from his feigned friendship are alike
ceffaeced from their minds. They forget that such a person has ever
lived and would not have it known that they associated with one in
such humble circumstances, and ihis from man once at the head of pros-
perity. Popular favor turns to receive sympathy at the hands of
those who have so freely lavished their attentions, he finds not one
realy to extend the hant of friendship to the dispondirg one. It is
these he feels how worthless 1o guch chansing fleeting friendship.
L poet has well caid:

"L.et your gaaamcer friends go by
like the sammer weather
For these arc friends, that will not fly

Jhen the storws do cather”

“mna







They have left you in their sorrow
To brave lite's ctoruc alone

With no thought for your to-wmorrow
Your seeming friends have flovn

Like leaves the wild winds scatter
When summer cays are o'er

S50 they who only flatter

Will seek your side no more

The joys you've shared together
Have faded from their view

The corrows of--love forever--
These are forgotten too

T'he golden chain is broken
That--linked your heart of yore
The words of love then spoken
t/ill cheer your path no more

They have left--yo. in your sorrow
1o brave the world alone

'Yith no care for to-morrow

Your seeming friends have flown

mma P. *aston







19th w:ichigan Infantry
In camp at iwarfreesboro
sepl. 23, 1203

l.y .Jear Sister:

I think of busying mycelf for the next fiflteen or twenty wmimdtes in
scribbling a few line to yoc and the other ceur mewmbers of oinr fanily,
and although I c¢o not m.ich ¢xpecet Lo give yo: news, or entertain you
very highly; yet I do expect to kecp up this “"style of warfare;" Dby
writing at least once per cday,--until hear a little oftener from home.
On an average 1 receive about one letter each weck and if you think I am
goingz to put up with any such arrangement as this you are "mighty mis-
taken" I tell you I want stand it any longer. "1'1l1 fight first!"--
You need not think that because I am "away down South” in the army, I am
going to be served in this way: it want do. I do not intend to threaten
corporal punishment as I some times have to do her in the army; but I
shall do one of two things:i either write oftener or quit writing alto-
gether. I have not as yet, fully decided which 1 shall do. ‘The future
must decide for me as I cannot now decide for mysell i1 a matter of co
grave a character.

viell, I am still in the land of the living, and, to particularize,
"in and around bdurfreesboro where I do not know but I shall stay during
my natural life, or at least "for three years or dJduring the war,” vell,
I do not know that there is a better place in T'ennessee; but of one
thing I am satisfied: there is not a worse one this side of the hot place
the preachers tell us much about. Shades of the cdarkened realm'!'! “here
is no place on the American Continent, that I have seen that I so detest
and despise. Under any other circumstances, to be banished to the burn-
ing shores of Africa would be bliss, compared to a "stay" in this region
of darkness and degradation.

dello! ‘There is a call for inspection and I must ¢top writing and
#et ready, I will finish after inupection.

. Inspection of Arms, Knapsaks and Guarters etc. being over; also the
incpecting of an "excellent” supper consisting of beef soup, bread and
tea, (without milk) and bread, beef coup and tea, and tea becf soup and
Lreaé. I return to my desk for the ovurpose of finighing my letter as

"a bove stated," hoping that you may find its contents highly interest-
ing and¢ instructive.-- Had a very food time out on inspection this after-
noon: dust and dirt not more than three or four inches deep where the
line was formed; but ©till the bect in this section of country

.1 have been feeling pretty well this afternoon, and if I keep on im-
proving as fast as I have done for the last eight or ten hours I shall
call my«elf well, in a day or two. Il wo:lc¢n't o for mc to Le uick for
any gzreat lencth of timc. I ecxpect thic world wo.uld =top tirning on its
"hinges” if I shoi1ld take a notion to leave it “"some very fine day!" Bat

I haven't any idea of doing anything of this kind yet I can azs:re you.







I am on duty to-morrow here in camp as "O{ficer of the DLay". It is
the first di.ty I have done, other than light company dity, =.ich as
writing, making reports, etc. since the 9th instant. I am confident of
heing all righ% here after.

— v

blessings of civil life. Bt I miust close, I have written more than I
intended to when "I set ot in this good work".

iiope. thece few lines wil) finé vou well, and enjoying all the

Love to Aant Laura ancd all my other relastives, friends and the
girls. ixpect to sece you all after we kill all these southern traitors
and get them out of the way. I intend to call on a Tennessee lady to-
morrow evening; but I can't now as I 2r on daty.

Good Night
Yo 'r atff. Bro. -avic







2nd ileadgnarters Co. ".»" 19th itich. Inft:

Un the field near wckiinnville
Nov. 2, 17062

ily Dear Sister:

Col. Gilbert to-day informed mec that yo.: had not heard frowm me for a
“long time, and acsked me why in the worlc¢ I c¢icn't write. fiow I thought
that a very strange aguestion to ask of me. I have written at least a«
often as twice or three times per weck for o long time and come time: ofte:
er. If the letters do not reach you the fault is with the mail and not
mine. I have written you twice since we arrived at this place; but have
not hearé from home, I believe. 7The reason I presume is that our facili-
ties for getting our mail is very limited. #e have had only two opportun-
ities of sending letters since we left kurfreesboro, and goodness only
knows when I shall have a chance lo «erd this, Yol cec oar mail nhas to go
over forty miles by mules, and through almost as dangerous a country as
though it were actually in the hands of the Rebels themcelves. Rebel
"bushwackers” are here in great abundance, and when a party goes through
to the line of Rail-roads 1t has to be a large one. You may rest assured,
my dear sister that I will embrace every ooport:nity of writing to those
Cear one at home that I love co well that prerents iteelf. ilever, T hope,
chall I live to =ec the day when I shall not be glad to write to thome who
circle aro:nd the home Tiresice.

I was on pvicket yestercay and had g iite an exciting time towards and
¢.ring the night. The pickets fired into a lot of Rebels two or three
times. I took a guard and rished through the woods but failed to discover
the enemy. If he was there he took great care to keep out of our way.
Bushwackers are here in great "abandance"” but T think Col. Gilbert will
soon have them in such a fix that they will not dare to show their ugly
and disgusting forms aroun¢ here. “The Rebels around here think he is a
pretty hard man to deal with. 1 arrected a man this morning for sleeping
on his post an? preferred charges against him. It is the first thing of
the kind that I have done sirce I have been in the service, and I can
assure you that it is a very unpleasant d:ty. ile will be tried by a Gener-
al Court Karshall and oerhaps be shot. I hope not, however, I am very
cleepy and think I will stop writing and go to bed. .id not get a wink of
¢leep last night. I will finich in the morning or next evening,

vlednesday liov. hth 1363

/e have been very b:sy moving this afternoon. Are now guartered in
a £o00od houce, only in another port of the town. e were a little provoked
vhen the order came for us to leave oir camp. !lad everything in first
rate-orcer. Tents all fixecd np in zood shape. £11 the boys had windows
in their ho =er ane a part of them had even flavs cdoors. £And besides this,
ve hat o:r fort ncarly completed ané of coursce ve were not well saticficed
in leaving, especially as vie all rapposcd there wus a new fort to be b ilt.
The fact of the businc:s i the boys are 1ot mich ased to such kind of worl
and when they fomn? that the Jabor they had spent in building it was all i
vain they were aboit cisheartened ond cisconraged. Qiite a party from the

Reciment yept oet lact nicht_prneoa ccolt mvier, the congape of the liest. CC)
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and returned to camp about twelve o'clock today. Boys were pretty
hungry--they had nothing to eat since their cupper the night before--

but well pleaced with their "scoat", A report ir rife here that a large
party of rebels (I cannot call them solciers) are within a short die-
tance of this vlace, and that they have cworn to release the men we cap-
tured last nivht or dic in the attempt. T expceccet they will 2all have the
vriviledpe of dying as I krow they camot recanture thcese Rebs. They are
too strongly enarded and we have too sirors a force here for them to
succeed in anything of this kind.

I expecl we chall chargee our quarters in z day or two. “he vapt.
and myself will then have one of ithe pleasantecst places in the town. e
shall have a whole house to_ourselves:. I have no news to write. \e
send a train to lLiurphesboroto-morrow and I shall have an opportunity of
sending this. lHave an opportunity of sending letters about once in two
ivwo or three wecks. iil) write cvery opuortinity. iave jrel reccived
orders to hLold myself and company reacdy to march against the cucery a2t a
moments warning or notice.

Kerpects to all frieuds and love to the family. 1+ hunt Laara and
Uncle Lee in lLichigan yet. If they arec give ther my line love ard tell
them I will write them both as soon ae T ret o 1ittle time. on't for-
cet to rive nmy respect to the girls.

Your aff. bro

1

7.d. iaston







Hl. Qrs. Co "™ 19th f.ich.
llellinniville, Tenn.
Jece,ber ;2, 1863

My Dear Sister:

I received two letters from you day before yesterday and one from
fmogene. I was at Llurfreesboro. Havin; been detailed by the colonel to
guard the paymaster through fronm thi« place. I was glad to hear from honme
and hope you will adhere to your resolution to write as often as you can
make i1t convenient.

I had a pretty rougsh time on ny trip through to iurfreccboro. It i«
distant about forty-two miles, and the roads are very bad., It wag dark
before I got twenty miles, and then to make bad matters worse my horse
gave out and as there was no other one along I had to walk the balance of
the way--. I got into town abo:t one o'clock, and a rore tired fecllow hever
lived. Of course there was no such thing as obtaining lodgings in lurfreeg-
boro at that time of night anéd I had to stay out in the rain. The next cay
I had a great cdeal of business to ¢o and was engaged daring the entire day;
so you see I didn't enjoy my trip very m:ich. ell I came back all cafe anc
sound, and may now be found in my office, nercned upon a high stool and
scribbling away at what I term a letter.

Now for the news: Co "C" is stationed in the Court liouse now with.
It came here yesterday. Capt. Lincoln, Lieut. Uing, Capt. Baker and myself
all mess together and are having first rate times. I believe that is the
only change that will interest yoit. I have not changed much yet; at least
not my nare and I think it will be cone time beforec I shall co that; al-
though there are some very pretty young ladies down in this region. One
rich old fellow has been tcacing me cver since I have been here to marry
some couthern lady and come herc and live. I can't hardly sec the point
however an” told him that I wo:ldn't live herc one ycar for the wholc State.

The Capt. and myself have been talking of having a box sent from
home; dbut have come to the conclusion that we will wait a while longer-un-
til after liew Year's acs we can tell better where we are going to be stats
ioned.

) I would write you a longer letter but have several to write and the
mail leaves early in the mornins.
Good HMight
Your aif. Bro.
oavid

=nclored is the photo of Serzt. Labatin of my Camp.
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19th kiichigan Infantry
mehMinnville, Tennecsee
secember 19th 63

My Dear Sister:

Good afternoon kmma. How do you do? iiow is the family? And how
does Cynthia and Bryon like kichigan? I think I hear you say that they
think it a lovely $tate, and Coldwater one of the most beautiful little
towns that they ever saw. I recceived your letter of the 10th instant
yesterday; also onc from Cousin Cynthia containing her photograph. I
shall write her this evening, unless I "go calling” will write her at
least before the mail leaves.

Wle are having splendid weather here now; almost like our Indian
Summer, in the north, and I am enjoying it, too, to the extent of my
ability.

Our Regiment was inspected to-day by cCapt. Adams,--our Brigade In-
spector. CZverything was in fine order. 1In fact I never saw the Regiment
when it looked better than it did to-day.

There is no excitment here in town. 1Ilverything and everybody have
gone into winter-ouarters. I manage to get along very well, however;
occasionally a young lady secessionist gets pretty mad; but she soon gets
over it and all is right again.

I have received those two works you sent me--subject "The New Gospel
of Peace". I had read the first one some timc ago; but the second book
I had not seen before. I have read them both and like them; the author,
whoever he may be, is a keen shrewd fellow, and displayed no small amount
of taste in writing them. The works are sharp and to the point. lHis
manner of concealing names is very beautisi ), and the best of 211 is, he
Ceals with "copperheads” as he o-.ght.

row long did Thomas _1dripe <« tay in idchigait T would like to roc

Lir: very m ch, I yoio wrile to Mk s h Wi to s e Wi plotogryapl. and
T 231 yeloyn Lhe conplitart,

I der't Lrov Lt vwhat 1 ¢hal)l take a notion to ¢ive those fellows
that joined that c¢lJub & fooc Llowing «p i the Gazctte or some other paper
in a few days. I wonder how they would like it. I hardly thinlk the dose
will set well on their stomache if I cive it to them.

I precume I chall write yoa again before the mail leaves and feeling
very dull and stupid this afterroon T will bring my letter to a close.

Love to all the family inclading Cousins Cynthia and Byron.

Your Brother
David







19th Liich. Infty
jggé v11%% fqggessec

liy Dear Sister:

I have just learncd that the mail leaves here to-morrow morning for
linrfreesboro, and I cannot resist the temptation to write to the loved onec
at home--to those vho are as cdear to me as life itself. I would like to
spend Christmas with you--have a pood old-fashioned social time--help you
eat turkey, chickens, etc, and perhaps attend Church, and listen again to
"words of wisdom” as they flow from the mouth of the "man of God". I do
not know whether I shall enjoy my "“Christmas" or not.-- But I real]y
don't think I shall. I expect to be as "lonesome as lonesome can be.
tlell as I cannot be ther in person just imagine me at the table, and ~hare
in all your joys and sorrows. I expect if I live to see another Christmas
I shall be at Home. Then I will make up for all the privations I have
been subjected to here in the army. 1 have been thinking of homne so much
to-day that I almost believe I am becoming homesick, an? yet I know it is
very foolish, to say the least. Perhanc another year and a half to stay
in the army. How long it ccems. How slowly time passes away. Sometimes
I am almost discouraged and dishcartencd because this ponderous "military
machine" moves no faster. Yet I do not think I have ever regretted enter-
ing the army——certainly not in my sober moods, for I know our cawse is
holy and just, and that jusztice mist prevail.

Lieut. Wing to-day handed mc a letter from yo. and mother datec come time
in jlovember--a2bout the time that Sergt. Eryan intended starting for the
kegimenli. I was ¢lac¢ lo gel 11 and hepe you will not fail to write me o
often 2¢ Llirec or four times per weelk. fThey will revive the (some timeg)
drooping spirits of your soldier brother. £ coldier priges above all
things those kind regards from horme. I believe they make us better men,
better soldiers, and better patriots and brothers. They make us better
to command and better to obey the commands of those placed over us.

I shall commence writing a history of the Regiment in a few days.
Lxpect to publish it myself when I get home. Uxpect I shall scnd yoa the
manuscript to eriticize. ilow wo:ld¢ you like the appointment of critic?

I have nothing in the shape of news, and as a fit of the "blues
has settled on me for the past day or two I will subscribe myself.

Yo:r Affectionate Brother
).J. kaston







Latp, 300 se0p aTuuly

General ifospital
fehlinnville, Tenessee
Feby 14, 18064

lly Dear Sister:

Your long letter of January “th together with Cousin Cynthia's of
the 30th I received last night. I need not tell you of the
pleasure, the joy, the happiness it gives me to hear from home from those
who are so dear to me. I have repeated the same story many times; and
yet it is a subject upon which I love to let my memory linger. I love to
picture to myself all the joy and pleasures that cluster around the home
circle, to laugh when all hearte are lirht and gay, and weep when sorrow
comes to blight the pure joy of true and happy hearts.

I am still enjoying the luxuries of a hospital and know not how
much longer I shall stay here. I am gaining, but very slow, and il may
be some time before I shall again be able to resume my duties with my
Company. I have every thing here that I could wish for, except good
health. Cur living is the best that I have ha¢ since entering the army.
#arm biscuits and honey for tea, -only think of it- comething, T can
assure you that the soldier doesn't often get.

There is quite an excitment among the citizens to-Tay, occasioncd
by a report having been put in circulation to the cffect that l.organ or
\lheeler or some one elce is marching on this place with a heavy force.
I do not know whether there ic any truth in the rumor or not. Indeed I
have not even taken the pains to ask any one who would be likely to know
anything about it. If they come I exvect they will meet with a warm re-
ception from.botlh «oldiers and Citizens, although in a far different way
and style. One will be a2 military reception; the other a Rebel sympathiz-
ing reception--quite a difference. If we have much of a force to contend
wvith I fear for the result. I do not like the disposition of our forces
here at all. lle can probably whip a force two or three times our own
number as we now are; but I think in our present position we can whip a
force that the Rebels would be likely to send against us. '%ell time alone
car solve the problem.

As I am writing this the soft swect muric of the Hospital is gently
wafted to my listening ears. ‘Would yo know what lhat nusic is I will
tell you, tis the groans oi the sick and wonnded. The curgeon is perform-
ing an amputation, and he is making more fuss than a little. But aside
from this we <o have somc f£ood singing here. The surgcon with three or
fo;g of.?is nurces get together nearly every cvening and--then the music
suffers!!

It has been raining nearly all day, and judging from appearances we
will now have a lonZ "spell of weather" to make up for the beautiful
weather we have been having here thisa winter.

dell, now abont i:ize liinni. T have been having a rcoular jolifica-
tion over your sugrestion in relation to her. If I happed to speak of a
lady fricnd down here I <o not knov o what rile you suppoce that I have
fallen decperately in love with her. VPerhapz it 1s something new some-
thine that has been ~otten :ip cince the war. If Llhat i< «o of course 1
¥now nothins, abovt it. .o, J li%e her very well as a friend; nothing
more. I do not think I «hall honor (7?) any soathern lady by allowing (?)
her to wear my name;--not at all; as one of my boy< says; 1 understand
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milady too well. If I should upon serioins reflection conclude to get a
sister for you down here in uixie I shall certainly give you due notice.

The low, filthy habit of "dipping" is almost universal here in the
South. In this town there are not to exceed ten yoing ladies that do not
"dip”, and besides this, a great many of them chew tobacco and :moke. I
have become perfectly disgusted with it. A lot of ladies came into my
office once when I was on provost duty and commenced "dipping” and spitt-
ing--over the floor. I bore it as long ac I could and then very politely
informed them that they would confer a great favor upon me if they would
either go to the door or firecvlace to eject their tobacco juice. ¥ell, the
upchot of the matter was, that they ot 'p and left the officc about ag

quick as they could, no doubt cursing me ané¢ Yankece cruelty. I do not
know wvhat I should be temptec¢ 1o do if one of my sisters <ho.ld adopt
this Tilithy fachion of So'ithern Cuivalry. I cxpeet, 70 of! and hate

myself to c¢eath. DBut I have no fears of thaet. ‘hey are censiible girls,
and wo:;ld scorn a practice so low, so vile, so cdefrading to thencelves
and to society.

I hear¢ from Sargt iaj. Tullman today. lie i¢ in East Tennescsee and
well. Do you Xnow the nost office address of my old friend, Geo. A
Randall? (Ee is no relation of The Randall's that live in Coldwater.)
Hglwent to California about the time I entered the service and I lost his
address.

Wirite often and long letters. Regarcds to all friends. Accept half
a dozen kissec fronm

Your affectionate Brother
.J. Faston







General Hospital
licliinnville, ''enn.
Feby 22, 176h

ivy »ear Suster:

Ro doubt you are anxiously looking for a letter from me, and as I
do not like to disapnoint any one 1 will write you one to-rnigzht, as I
have a chance to sen¢ mail to-merrow. I reccivecd two lctters from you
this afternoon, one of the ©th the other of the 13th 3lso once from Coicin
Byyon and uUncle ..amon, another from a youn: la’y in Chio an’ @nother from
a young lady in Kentucky; and several from my friendn in the army. I have
answered them all, except Uncle .:'s this afternoon and evening--thirteen
in all. Youv may imagine I am aboit "played out"” so far as writing 1¢ con-
cerned so I think I wil) content mysclf by answering some of your quection:
sell, I will turn over the letter and sec what is wanted. <Question lio. 1
is about my going home. 'ell now, I am really sorry that General T7Thomas
doesn't agree with you; but as he has seen fit to differ I presume I shall
stay here for some time yet, in fact I don't know but what I chall take
up my resicence here ¢uring the war ( nrnless sooner killed). “The Colone)
of a Regiment has nothing to do in the way of granting " leaves of absence”
except to apnrove or dicapprove them, althougsh if they are dicapproved by
him they generally go up all the way in the same fix.

Question No. 2 relates to marriage. Again I am sorry that I cannot
accommocate you, even for the purvose of going home. 1 am not prepared
(as the scholars used to say in school when called on to read compositions)
to assume the care anid responsibilities of a family, I expect to live in
" single blessedness” (as the girls say) all my life, and cdevote it to
the service of my dear sisters. Now don't youa think that a great deal
better than being eternally chained to scolding, fretful wife. Cf course
you do and so do I, and so doce everybocdy gifted with common sense,

Question ho. 3 refers to lLiilnnie. Yes she is a good performer on the
piano but she does not sinz. rith reference to that young officer who is
paying particular attention in that guarter I am corry that I cannot give
you his name. You would 1ot probably know him if 1 should tell you,
suffice it to say (az the story teller: say) he has never lived in Cold-
water. [ow I hope you are catiefied. Are yoo not?

1 think your oucstions are now all answered, and now I think I shall
have to nay a word about myself, as I am the most important versonage in
this Department (at lcast I think so) I think I am somc better now; but
am not yet fit for service by any means, and it may be a lons time before
I shall be. I am gquite anxions to #et out of the Hospital, for to say
the least, it is migzhty dull. If I am not fit for duty when the 3pring
Campaign opens I think I s5hall resign and go home. I do not propose
staying in the cervice if I am not able to do duty in the field, and I
will not lay around a Hospital all swamer.

I received a letter from Aunt Lanra and Uncle John to-day contain-
ing their photographs. uncle's I think ic very natural--at least as he
ucserd to lool;--but it does not <eem to me that Aant's is natiral. I am
impatiently waiting ior Father and Kother's. 1 hope they will zend themn
ac coon a« they ret then.
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often as you conveniently can.

I have no newse to write you to-nirht.
cection.

Love to all the family inclueéing Conrins, E. anag C.

Your aff. Brother
J.Jd. Laston

rwverything is cuict in this

Arite me as
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19th wichigan Infty
Mebinnville, ‘Tenn.
ftarch 20, 1264

Ily iear Sister:

I received a couple of letters from you to-day and was very ¢lad to
hear from you. Ve now get our mail here about once in ten days, and you
may imagine that our mail is considered a luxury indeed, Iy health ic a
great deal better now. I am now on duty with my company and gave them a
pretty extensive drill yesterday afternoon. I put the company through a
few new movements in the skirmish drill on the public square, and as I
had a pretty long line it required some pretty loud talking to frive the
commands so that they could be heard by the entire line. O course I had
a good many spectators, and ceveral of the officers made the remark that
they didn*'t think I wonlé cie with the consumption very soon. Uell the
fact of the businesc is, I do intend to live a year or two longer, unless
I should accidentally get my hear shot off by somec stray Rebel bullet.

Y/e had quite an extensive snow storm a day or two ago. It came
thick and fast for about a couple of hours and then vanished equally as
cuick. The weather is now quite warm and pleasant.

Another of our men recruits died a day or two ago making three we
have lost out of twenty-eight. I think the balance of them are all right,
or will be as soon as they become acclimated. The great tro:ble with
recruits is, they are very apt to die before they get used to the rough
fare of the soldier's life.

I received a letter from 2nd Lt. Coblentz to-day. lle writes me
that he will return to the Regiment soon; also that he would call and see
you before returning. I am glaid he now holds a commission for he is
worthy of it, and I know he is to high-toned to ever disgrace hisparchment
or the noble State that sent him to the field.

I have no news to write. Yverything is quiet in thic vicinity at
oresent.
Your letter reminded me that it is "leap year.' Really it is the

first time I had thought of it. %ell I expect the girls of course, will
take advantare of it. It is said to be their right and why shouldn't they.
I certainly shan't object to it in any case except in that of my own

dexzp sisters, and I know they have sense enough to trouble gentlemen with
any such old-fashioned foolish notions..If hiss Ana,or any other miss,
chooses to run after certain young men, why should you or 1 trouble our-
selves about them. The fault, if fault it is, is their own, and they

alone are responsible for it. This is a matter, of course where each
person has an opinion of his own, and ifls. Horton and liiss Aina are satis-
fied with the arrangement I lnow of no reason why those not interested
chould tro:ble themsclves about it.

I have learnrd that Uncle namon was auite sick, althoayrh not the
particalare of his illness. ihen you write me let me know abo:t it.







I wish you would ask father to send me about twenty-five dollars,
as I am nearly out of money. I could get it here in the Regiment bat
the officers are some like myself--out. It has been some time since we
have seen the Paymaster, and the probability is that it will be some
time before he will be around this vicinity agsin. ile is now owing us
five months. I think he hacd Vetter send it by mail, and in about two
letters. If he hasn't it handy tell him not to send it.

Col. Baker sends his rerards to you all.

Love to the family
Your affectionate Brother
J.J. Easton

I have just learned that the 11th army corps to which our Regi-
ment is attached, is ordered to the army of the Potomic, if that is the
case of course I must go.







Co "A" 19th ulichigan Infty
Near Chattanooga, Tennessee
April 30, 1764

My Dear Sister:

Since last I wrote you I have been quite a tramp. We arrived
at this place this forenoon, as "fatiaqued"” a set of beings as you have late:
ly seen I1'll warrant you. I will not give you a description of our march
from Bridgeport to this place, as I could but repeat the words of army
correspondents for almost all the papers in the north--suffice it to say
that we went through with far different feelings from those we experienced
as we were passing through this section of country a year ago as prisoners.
I think I will give you a bit of history. I'll tell you of the patriots
who have fallen between Bridgeport and Chattanooga. How they have suffered,
bled, and died for their country, and have now gone to reap their reward in
that better land. The patriots to which I refer are called in the army
"dules". It is estimated that upward of ten thousand mules have died be-

tween these two places since Rosecrans made his advance. ‘they are piled up
on both sides of the road, thrown into the river half covered up by the
wayside, and in all conceivable forms and shapes. :ecomposition of course

has taken place, and the odor arising from their putrid carcasses is almost
too much for flesh and blood to bear. It was really amusing to see some of
our new recruits as they were marching along, suddenly grow sick from the
effect of the nausea arising from these decaying bodies, and to uce a
solfier’'s phrase, throw :p their "hard tack." 1 saw 2 goo¢ many of them do
this. Of course old solcdiers macde a great ceal of sport of thenm.

Our Regiment is out about three and a half miles froim Chattanooga and
2 little to the north and east of Lookout llountain known as the north-easter
slop of Lookout. Have a very good camp at least as good as could reasonably
be expected with "shelter tente¢". How long we shall remain here I do not
know; but bpresume not for any #reat length ot time as everything here looks
to me as though a speedy move was contemnlated on the Rebels around Dalton.
“lhen that firht comes off that must of necessity be the resalt of an advan-
ce you will probably hear of the 19th ac having been engaged, as we are now
under a fighting ivision and Corps commander General Butterfield commands
the division and General i{ooker the Corps. Yon can draw yo.ar own inferrence
from these facts.

. . In case the Regiment stay< here for a weel or so I shall endeavor to
visit some of the haunts of interest in the vicinity. I am quite anxious to
visit Lookout Station on the top of l.ookout NMountain and hope to be able to
do so before we make an advance.

I have been very busy since we got into camp making out master rolls,
reports ctc. 'le have been on the march for some time and every thing must
be Jone on time; and as this is the last day in the afternoon, you must
know that I have had my hands full.
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Their Regiment
is here at Chattanooga now; they came through from Bridgeport with us;

I saw Col. Barrett and Van Junham a day or two ago.

vere looking well and hearty. I c¢o not see that either of them have chane-
e¢ very much since I saw them in Colawater four ycars ago.

In case we move from here I will endeavor to keep yo: informed of my
whereabouts. If I wasn't ocuite so tiresd I would write you a long letter.
fEnclosed I send you my photograph. lave no objection to your doing
to-your-doing as a certain young lady in kic Liinnville dic¢d and that is "kis:
it for its movher’
Love to all

Your aff Bro.
J.J.baston




)




Nashville, 7enn.
May lst 64

Miss Emma Itaston.
Dear Lary

I arrived here on Friday night but could not find Lieut. he has
gone to the Regt. and is on duty they have gone to HBridgeport, Ala.
wWe start this morning for the Regt. but I thought I would drov you a
few lines for fear there will be no mail from the Rept. llurry I am.

My regards to your folks.

Respectfully yours

I.I. Coblentz







co. "KE" 19th kichigan Infty
In rear of the Rebel Armny
Near »alton, Ga.

kiay 12, 19264

My Dear Sister:

Although I presume you will not receive this for at least three weeks
or a month, yet I cannot resist the temptation to send it even as far as

Nashville. 3Since last I wrote you we have been on the march nearly all the
time. What we have accomplished remains yet to be scen. Az near as I can
find out it is the intention of Gen. Sherman to "gobble” the Rebel army.

It is very difficult for any of us to find oat anything about the poszition
of forces here, bLut the impression secems to preva2il that they are complete-
ly surrounded, and the grand finishing strike will be given in a short time.

Since writing the above the Colonel has callec¢ the commanders of
companics' together and informed them that he had received orders to hold
his Regiment in recadiness to march during the night or early in the morn-
ing. He further told us that it was understood that that to-morrow would
probably decide who held the position here, the Rebels or us. Several de-
serters have come in and report the Rebels in stronger force here than I

supposer!. They are reported at bLetwcen ecighly anrd one hundred thousand
strons. If that is so, it will probably bLe as bloocdy a battle as has been
fought.-- GCf the result I have no fears. I am certein that we shall be

victorious. Right must tricimph over virong. Justiice and liberty over in-
Justice, oppression, and tyrany. It may be my fortune to fall in the com-
ing contest. All cannot expect to escape yet if I do, I shall know that I
die in a glorious cause,--that I fall in attempting to preserve our glori-
ous Union and in upholding the sacrecd banner of the free.

I would like to write you a long letter but I have nothing to write
on except an old knapsack and nothing to writc cxcept a pencil the officers
all carry everything that they are allowed on their back. 0Only think, their
houses, their rations, their cooking utensils, their beds, bedding etc. To
me it is a little "wearing"--as 1 have never had to do it before.

If I should survive the battle I will give yo:. a long letter.
Love to all) the family and regards to all friends.

Your Aff. Brother
J.J. i.aston







Hd Qrs 2d Brig. 3rcd biv 22 AC
Hear .Jallas, Georfia
May 30, 1564

My Dear Sister:

I am still safe and sound, and as one of our officers was going to
Chattanooga to-morrow I take the opportunity of writing yo:u.

yle have been under constant fire cince the 25th and have lost a good
many men. ‘Je went into the fight on the 25th and lost sixty men in killed
and wounded and one officer killed, and two or three severly wounded. Thers
has as yet been no regular engagement of the entire army, and I do not know
that there will be here. '"he Rebels are strongly posted here and have a
large force.

In the fight on the ?5th I came very ncar being killed. [ magazine
which I picked up at noon saved my life. As the llajor vays I ¢got a center
shot. The ball struck me in the stomach, pass into my coat, the magazine,
my shirt to the skin. It knocked me senseless for a while; but I soon got
over it and am now ready for another.

On the 26th I was appointed Brigadier Provost liarshal and am now with
Col. Coleman. I like the position very well, for several reasons one is,
I have a horse to ride, and of course co not carry my own bed and bedding.

Capt. Baker is acting ajor of the 19th and Lieut. Coblenz is command-
ing the company.

As soon as we get anything to write with at Hd Qrs I will write you
a long letter.

Love to all
Your aff. Bro. david
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ild Qrs 2nd Brig. 3rd pniv. XZAu
Mt 0live Church, Georgia
June 9, 1264

My nDear Sister:

Yesterday at ten o'clock' I supposed that at this time to-day we
shoulé be fighting the Rebels and pursuing them in their flight. We had
received orders to be ready to move at day light this morning, but with
the morning came no orders to move, and I think now there is a prospect
that we shall stay here during the day. But the fact is military life
is so uncertain that it is almost impossible to tell in the morning where
night will find you. It is pretty evident I think that the Rebels are in
strong force in our immediate front, and the prospect is that we shall
have a heavy battle before crossing the Chattahoochie River-- Our pickets-
and the Rebel pickets have come to an understanding and do not now fire a:
each other. I have just learned that they have been exchangings pavers
this morning.

There is nothing here in the shape of news. liverything is compara-
tively guiet for a campaigr of this kinc. I presume yo' get more details
of the campaign at home through the newspaper correspondents than I could
give yo.: here. I have a very rood chance to learn the news and movements
in our secrvivors-nothing more.

At headouarters we are now putting on a considerable style "if not
more." Only think, we have succecded in capturing a Rebel cow, and have
milk in our coffee a luxury not often obtained in the army I can assure
you.

I am going ot to see Lt. Tullman this afternoon also Lt. Holbrook,
if I can find him and I would very much like to call on liiss raston's
people of Coldwater; but all things taken into consideration I think 1
shall have to forego the pleasure it would give me in the latter case.
iell, you can just imagine me there, and have a cood time. I do not
know when I shall be at home but shall make application for a leave of
absence as soon as the campaign is ended,--unless killed before which I
do not think likely--as I have never been killed yet. Perhaps yon think
I am some like the old woman who said she "Knew she shoald live anothegy&
and when asked how she knev.. She replied that she "had always noticed
that when she lived till after Christmas, she lived another year." Well 1
have lived through two pretty big fights during this campaifn, and been
under fire almost constantly and have this far come out all rifht. Once
I had a bullet shot through my haversack, and once a bullet shot through
my coat, a Continental Lionthly liagrazine folde:d 50 that it was double,
th20u%h my vest an? to my body, but did nothing more than knock ‘the breat}
out of me.

I saw Serg't lliles yesterday. ile is in the Ambulance Corps--is well
and sends his regarcs to all our folks. Lt. Coblentz is back with the
company, feelins mnuch better, an¢ has taken command. JCapt. Baker is well.

ell cousin “‘ynthia I will write her ac soon as posstible,--perhaps
this afternoon--and¢ Byron the same. I receivec¢ your letter written a lons
wnile aro cen’ing me co =in somebody's addrecs, in the army. I will writc
him.
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Regards to all friends in “oldwater an? love to the family.

Your affectionate bLrother

J.Jd. ifaston
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dd Qrs 2nd Brig. 3d oiv XX AC
Mt. Olive Church, Ga.
June 13, 1864

liy Dear Sister:

I have been wondering to-day if everything at home looks as dull
gloomy and dismal at home as it does "in these regions roundabout here."
If it does , I sincerely pity you, and hope from the bottom of my heart
you may soon have more cheerful times. S5ince last I wrote yo.: we have
had naught but one continuous rain storm and as a consequence the roads
are almost impassable conditions. It is perfectly useless to think of a
movement forward until the weather becomes more settled. I do not know
that I ever saw the mud in Michigan half as deep as it is here. About
a foot in front of where I am now writing is a large fire, and just a
foot beyond it's influence, is naught but one grand forest in a grand sea
of mud, The only thing we have to console ourselves is the probable fact
that our enemies are in a worse condition then we are. Since we have been
here our Brigade has made several captives, and they all report that they
are without tents of any kind.

Yesterday I received a letter from you and mother the first late
letter I have received since I have been on this campaign. I was very
glad to hear from you, and should like to have been at home to have
formed the acquaintance of that worthy uncle of mine. But fate has will-
ed it otherwise, and I suppose I shall not have the pleasure of seeing
any of them until the close of this campaign, at least--perhaps not then--
unless, indeecd¢, some of them should suddenly become patriotic and enlist--
which I think there is very little Janger of. Yo.i must remember me to
them however. I hope if uncle if :ncle somebody concli:des to settle in
Coldwater he will like the place as well as 1 do.

The Rebels are in our immediate front, and pricsoners say in force
of about sixty-five thoisand. We can distinctly see their works from our
own position, and from what I know of military positions I should say that
it will be a hard one to take, unlec< we can "flank" them out of it. That
seems to be General Sherman's "fort" asArtemus would say, and I sho.ld not
be surprised if he tried the "flanking process" again. Yesterday just be-
fore night I went down beyond the picket line and we could distinctly see
a Rebel Battery on ahigh summit in our immediate front. Occasionally the
Rebels open on us with shell and 5olid shot but they have done no harm.
A couple stuck in our works just in front of o.r quarters. !Ye have now
got used to those things, and they rarecly make the boys "d.ck" their heads.
I had heard of liapoleon's sleeping during the progreses of a great battle,
when the cannons were booming, and amidst the rattle of musketry, and when
the soldiers were dying and groaning on every side, before I went to war,
and I did not see how siuch a thing were possible. Now I believe the whole
to be a truth. I, myself can go to bed and sleep as soundly and sweetly
under a furious cannonade as when in camp and all is guiet. In the last







battle, after the fiiht closed, our boys were completely tired out and

lay cdown among the dead and dying without so much as seriously thinking

of it. When they were woke up at midnight to be relieved by other troops
it was hard to distinguish between the living and the dead from the posi-
tion in which they lay. Many a dead man got a rough shaking that night,
and or turning him over and pulling off his blanket it was discovered that
he had given up his life for his country there. And yet, strangest of all,
these things do not create even an unpleasant feeling in any but new re-
cruits. 0ld soldiers do not mind it at all. Since we have been on this
campaign our Regiment has lost in killed and wounded about two hundred men,
with our Colonel, and yet I never saw the Regiment as full of life and
animation as it is at the present time. We all look upon decath as a matter
of course, and I presume it has not one half the terrors to the soldier
that it has to the citizen who has not seen men slaughtered like sheep ac

we are. It is our profession.

You have two or three times asked me the reason why I was in Co."K".
I will tell you. It is a rule in military that when a company has neither
a Captain or 1lst. Lt. present with the company, a first lieutenant from
some other company is detached to command the company. That is the reason
why I was in "K" Company. I have been in nearly every company in the Regi-
ment for the same reason. Dy old company is still "E*.

Iy quarters are a little betterhere than they would be in the Regi-
ment. Four of the staff officers including myself have twe two flies--
that is a piece of cloth about seven feet wide by fourteen long. They are
in the same shape as shelter tents--only longer and the Erigade commander
and his Adjutant General have another consequently we manage very well.

I should like to give you a call this evening, but do not see how I
possibly can leave the army. It might ruin it. Ilowever as soon as this
campaisn closes I shall endeavor to get a leave of absence, or resign and

£o home.

I wish you could hear some of our bands now playing. I think you
vould enjoy it. Within my hearing I presume there are now at least fifty
bands and all playing. They make noise eno:gh I can ass re you.. In our
Brigade I think we have just as fine silver bands as are in the service
anywhere. All the bandc of o'r Jivicion meet this afternoon at Uen.
Bitterfield's quarters and practice "Yankee ..oodle" and "iail Columbia"., I
presume it is expected to have a grand time next fourth and the General is
anxious to have his bands well c¢rilled on those two pieces. Well, I hope I
shall have the pleasure of listening to their music in Atlanta at that time

And by the by what are they going to do in Coldwater next fourth--
anything or nothing? %ill they get up a celebration that states do "honor
to the cecession” or as heretofore shall that be "like other days" well I
do not expect to be there to take part in the joys or sorrows of the day,
but I sincerely hope you will all have a good time, and that you may be re-
Joicing over the fall of both Richmond in the i.ast, and Atlanta in the West







Since I commenced this letter the weather has partially cleared up
and I shall not be surprised if we had some fine weather. If that proves
so this army will soon be on the move, and you may soon expect to hear
of another fight. And may God fime us success.

Give my kind regards to Uncle Damon's family, Cousin Byron and
Cynthia, and in fact all my friends in Coldwater. Tell them all I will

write them as soon as I can get an opportunity.

The Rebels have just commenced shelling us again. I do not appre-
hend they will hurt anyone, however, I will leave this letter upen till
tge connonading closes, and in case there are any casualties I will give
them.

When you write I wish you would send me a few postage stamps, as
it is impossible for me to get them down here. In my next letter I will

send you a picture of our headquarters.

Love to all the family. Kiss mother and all the rest for me. Also
accept one for yourself from:
Your loving Brother
D.J. Easton

June 14, 1864
4 p.M.

The enemy ceased troubling us last night at dark. They opened again
on our left this morning, and our batteries replied. Evidently they did
not like that kind of play as they soon became quiet. The sun has been
shining brightly all day, drying up the ground very fast. A few days
more such weather and I apprehend we will be on the move.

Write me every opportunity.

Love to all
D.J. Easton
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24 Brig. 3d bviv XX AC
Near Marietta, Ga.
June 28, 1864

My Dear Sister:

Everything in this vacinity--seems to be at present in Status quo.
A portion of the 4th Corps and ours made a charge on the enemy works
yesterday, But were not very successful. The 20th carried the line all
night and gained the position they were ordered to carry; but the fourth
Corps was repulsed and lost many brave and valuable officers and men.
Among the killed in the fourth Corps was Gen. Hanken, a brave and dashing
officer who won his "star" at the battle of Chickamauga. Col. Mc Cook and
Col. Chambers were also killed. Gen. Stanleys Chief of Artillery. I rode
down to the fourth Corps last night and saw Col. Barrett. He came out of
the fight all right, Capt. Knappur of Branch was wounded--how severly I do
not know. Stanley's loss was about five hundred in killed and wounded.

We are burning down here the hottest weather I have seen for a long
Time. It is almost impossible to do anything the air is so hot and opp-
ressive.

Several bullets have passed through our tent this morning; but no
one has been hurt--we have been very lucky this far. Nearly all the offier
in the 19th are sick or have been killed or wounded. I saw Capt. Baker a
few minutes ago. He has been quite unwell for some days and is now nearly
sick. I should not be surprised if he had to go to the Hospital for a few
days. I think there is nothing the matter with him but a bad cold. Capt.
Baker will probably be the Colonel of the Regiment now as he is the rank-
ing Captain. Who the other field officer will be I do not know. There
are several aspirants for the position and I understand that some of the
officers we have now at home are "figuring” for it. I do not think they
will be successful.

Dinner is ready and I must suspend operations of this kind to eat.
Our "Bill of Fare" is Hard Tack and Coffee. How do you think you would
like to eat dinner with us. Perhaps I will write you again before this
goes out.

Your aff Bro
D.J. Easton

Well, dinner is over and if the weather was not so terribly hot, I

should write you a long letter but under the circumstances I do not think
it possible. I can neither think or have I hardly the power to move a

pencil.

Love to all
Your aff. Bro.

D.J. Easton
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Hd Qrs 2d Brig. 3d viv. XX AC
Hear klarietta, Ga.
June 283, 1264

vear Friend Yd:

Everything in "this region roundabout" is« for the present compar-
atively quiet. The weather ix 0o hot that it seems almost impousible
for anything to move. Yesterday, however not vithstanding the extreme
heat, a change was ordered by a part of the army. The assaulting party
was formed about half past eight and in plain view of the Rebel works,--
a part of the 20th a part of the 4th and a part of the 1l4th made the
assault. Our Corps wag successful and gained all that was undertaken--
the others were driven back--zlthough they held the line of Rebel rifle hit
in front of their works. The loss in our Corps was comparatively light.
The other two lost heavier. Among the killed one Brig. Gen. Hanken, Col.
Mc Cook, commanding Brigadier, and Col. Chambers. I have heard that one
Brigade lost all its field officers--but did not learn where Stanleys
Division lost five hundred men in killed and wounded. The whole thing
simmered down so far as the fourth and fourteenth Corps are concerned,
amounts to a miserable failure. I should judge from the appearance of the
attack that an attempt was made to break through the Rebel center, but
through the mismanagement of some General with more brass than brains,
the thing proved a total failure. I do not know who is to blame for this,
but certainly someonec is and he is probably high in authority.

Received orcders--must ctop and get to work and form the position of
the skirmish line.

Your aff Bro
J.J. vaston
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Hd Qrs. 2nd Brig. 3d biv.
Near Marietta, Ga.

July 1, 1864

My Dear Sister:

We are still near Karietta and judging from the looks of things, I
should presume that we will stay here for some time to come. e should
undoubtedly have been in Atlanta some time ago had not the Rebels ob-
jected, and placed an obstacle before us in the shape of any army. e
are now comparatively quiet and have been for some time, not much cause
to disturb the "even tenor of our ways." Firing on the picket lines
still goes forward in its usual way. Occasionally a man is hit, bt
these things have now become so common that they hardly elicit an ex-
pression from anyone not cirectly connected with him or his officers.

We have a very pretty place for our grarters; Lot the air is not very

pure as is always the air aro.nd battle fields. Rebels and Jdnion soldiers
are buried all aro:nd us, From our present position we can distinctly seec
the Rebels in their camps, and can, with a glass (distinguish the trimmings
on their uvniforms. They seem to take the thing as cool as the state of
the weather will permit.As soon as it gets cool enough so that we can
march half a mile without melting the troops down I presume we shall make
an advance. Ve have a very strong glass and can distinctly see the top

of Kenasaw Mountain. Last Sunday the Rebels were honored with a visit
from some of the southern beauties. ( I suppose) We could distinctly see
the ladies. Evidently they went to the top of the mountain to get a good
view of the Yankee army, I hope they were satisfied with their examination
Yle who were looking throurh a glass at them certainly werc. I think it
would have given me more pleasure to look at the fair ones who attend the
different chhrches in Coldwater.

Perhaps you may wonder why I have droppcd the pen and substituted
in its place the pencil, well I will tell you. Pat ( our cook & Col.
Gilbert's old servant) told us that supper was ready--of course every-
thing was dropped as giick as it could be, and before s ipper we received
an order to move and pen and ink are now entirely out of the a‘'estion, at
least for the next two hours, and before that time the mail will have gone

de were replaced for the purvoce of giving ue a chance to clean up.
O.ur Brizade has been uniler fire ever since we have been here, although not
all the time in the first line, but the second line is nearly as bad as
the first, co far acz receiving the shots of the Rebels are concerned, and
I think on the whole we have had as many men hit in the second line as in
the first--vWhen not actually engapred. Perhaps they will allow us to stay
here for a few ays to recrait and clean up, but even now as I write re-
port reaches me of an expedition that has been planned and in which our
Jorps i3 expected to play a prominent part. T do not know whether it ie
to storm the Rebel woriic in front or make a ™ flank movement”,

liaj). Gen. Batterfield has pone home on a leave of absence and the
Division is now commarded by Briz., Gen. Ward. :'ho woldn't be a Major Gen
eral. They have no difficulty in obtaining leaves of absence while we
poor line officers can nartly ret a leave when all i:r guiet. The differ-
ence i in the rank.
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Yesterday I received my commission as Captain, and of course am putting
on all the style of that important office. I do not know whether I shall
go back to my Company right off or not. I have not made up my mind fully
on the subject. My Co. is "G" and of course I think I have the best in
the Regiment. It is the late Capt. Bigelow's.

It is so dark that I can not see the linecs on this paper and I think
I had better close. It is rumored that we will not have a chance to send
mail for some time to come. I hope it may only become a rumor. We can

receive mail but not send any.

Give my kind regards to all my friends. Love to all the family.
Remember me particularly to Miss Nellie.

Good Night
Your aff Bro

D.J. Easton




T )
: “~
O o



Co. "G" 19th Michigan Infantry
In sight of Atlanta, Ga.
July 7, 186h

[iy Dear Sister:

It is not often that I write you two letters the same day, and es-
pecially so close together as these two are. I have just finished and
sent one; but I forgot to send you a little drawing to show you what in t
army is called a "pup tent.” Take a good look at the picture and then se
what you think of the beauties of the soldiers life on the " tented field
The picture is a very good representation of a house for two men. One of
them you will observe is asleep in his tent, while his partner is seated
the ground, with his tin plate between his legs, engaged in eating his
breakfast. Perhaps, to make the picture more perfect the artist had draw
a rainstorm; with little drops of water falling on the face of the uncon-
scious sleeper, and small streams running over his legs. These are the
kind of tents thatl we all have now and all that we have had since we corni-
menced the campaign.

As I am writing a furious canonade is fgoing on off to the right.
Boys in the front report that o:ur forces are shelling the rebellion.
Probably an attempt is being made to cross the river and occupy some
position where we can force the Rebels to leave their stronghold and the
river. The boys report the bursting of the shells as bLeautiful beyond
description. I have often witnessed a furlouq cannonade in the nlght
and I can say in all candor, that the "Red glarec of shells bursting in ai
is the most beautiful sight that ever I witnessed. I would very much 1lik
you to witness scene of this kind.

In my letter of this afternoon I forgot to tell you that Col. Wm. L.
Stoughton of the 11th llichigan had a leg shot off the fourth by a cannon
shot from the Rebels. I understand that there is about one chance in
fifty that he will live. The Col. once was from Sturgis, and at the time
he received his wound was commanding a Brigade. HYe was one of the very
best officers the State has ever sent into the service.

I have not seen Lt. Tullman for sometime. The cavalry to which he
belongs is on our left I believe.

vWiell, as I have nothing of special interest to write you I think I
must close my letter inasmuch as I wrote you a long one to-day. I am ver
sorry that I cannot invite you to "go a calling;" with me consequently I
do not ever expect an introduction to Miss Randall. I think I had better
not forgive you for not 1ntrouuc1ng me when I was at home a year ago.
Perhaps it might have been a serious matter if you had. Well I must agai
bid you £ood night "with pleacant dreams". A dozen kisces for all.

I will write motner to-morrow if I have time.

Your affectionate Brother
)».J. it.aston







P.S. Oh horrors!! I think I hear you say. I wonder if he really
has to have a . For once, yes! Iy company are fixing up one
of the prettiest arbors you ever saw for their captain. Call with your
friends to-morrow at ten and see me.

DJE







Co. "G" 19th Michigan Infty
Near Atlanta, Ga.

July 15, 1864

My Dear Sister:

I have just got my new house fixed up and taken possession, and as
a matter of course I feel pretty proud. It is a fine Bowery about eight
or ten feet wide by about fifteen in length. It is a beautiful "summer
retreat.” I think if you could see me now as I am sitting "all alone by
myself" you would envy me in my gay little house and happiness. DMy boys
fixed it up for me; don't you think they are pretty good fellows? Of
course you do, and so do I.

We had a very fine refreshing shower this morning, since which time
the weather has been "bearable'" We also had quite a shower last night,
and as usual I got pretty wet. Just imagine yourself enjoying a good
sleep, dreaming of home of friends, and perhaps of heing there, and hav-
ing a good time generally, and then suddenly find yourself awakened by
a perfect sheet of water Pouring down into your face, and drenching you
completely, and you can then appreciate the beauties of camp life, such
as last night. Well, all things taken into consideration I manage to en-
joy myself pretty well. Ve don't often get wet more than two or three
times a week.

vle have a rumor to-night that we are to march tomorrow morning at
four o'clock. If we do we shall probably cross the Chattahoochee River,
and up into a fight with the Rebels in a day or two. Of course our Corps
will take the advance when it comes to the fighting, (as it always does
A surgeon who has been back in the hospitals reported to-day that he says
estimates of killed and wounded in this army during the campaign, and he
says that more than half of the entire number belongs to the twentieth
corps. I do not know whether this is a correct estimate or not, but I do

know that we have been in every fight since the campaign opened. ‘The
11th Michigan has only been in one fight, and then only lost fourteen men.

Our Corps is gaining a big reputation for it's fighting qualities here in
the army I can assure you.

I received a letter from you to-night also a Coldwater Sententinel.
I see by the paper you had a2 grand time the fourth of July. It would
have given me great pleasure to have been there and participated in the
exercises, ecpecially about the time the eating came in the play. HNext
fourth if "this cruel war is over" and I am "present and accounted for"
I hope to be able to eat dinner with you. fTo tell you the truth I do not
much fancy the dinners they et up here in Georgia. They evidently do
well enough for every-day dinners (Uncle Sam thinks so) but for grand
days like the fourth, when luxury and plenty is supposed to be all around,
it won't do!

I have nothing particular to write you about to-night. liave written
you every night I think for two weeks.







Give my regards to Uncle and Aunt ( I can't think who)
and tell them that it would give me much pleasure to introduce 4o them
to Capt. Laston. Also love to Uncle bamon's folks and ask him why he
doesn't write me I have not heard from him for a long time. Kiss little
Uffinnie for me. If she is as dear a little thing as her namesake she
is indeed a treasure. Now, don't think because I made that assertion
that I am "dead in love", and go off into--what do you call them--pes-
tinches, catnipation fits or something of the sort. (I expect those
words are right).

Jell good night. Remember me to your friend Uffin N. and all the
rest.

Your affectionate Brother

1D.J. Easton




G |




Co. "G" 19th Michigan Infantry
L Miles from Atlanta, Ga.
July 19th 1864

My Dear Sister:

Since last I wrote you as you will see by my date we have changed
our position. On the afternoon of the 17th we received marching orders,
but did not get started utl six o'clock,--we started off towards the left,
the army marched about eight miles to the river, and crossed it on pon-
toon bridges--then marched about two miles further and went into camp.
Yesterday at noon we again got marching orders and formed "line of battle"”
a short distance from where we lay. We then marched through the woods for
about two miles in columns of division by Brigade, but did not come up
with the army. Ve then received the intelligence that the enemy was on
the retreat, and took the road and went a short distance further and
found "line of battle" in the woods and have been here since. Cannonad-
ing is heard off to our right and this morning a few guns were heard in
our front.

Wle have the rumor that Atlanta is ours, and that Sherman now has his
headquarters there. Such a thing would not be impossible; but still I do
not hardly believe it. If it is not ours it probably will be before the
close of the week. I should not he surprised if we got a short rest then;
but I do not think the campaign will close. I think it is the intention
of the Government to-push the Rebels to the last extremity. They must
either whip us or themselves be annhilated, and then glorious dreams of a
Southern Confederacy forever disappear from this union.

This morning I saw Capt. Townsand, a young man whose acquaintance I
found while in Libby Prison, and of whom I presume you have heard me speak.
He is connected with our Illinois Regiment although he belongs to liichigan.

July 21, 1%64
Dear Sister:

Since writing the above we have had another fight. Yesterday morning
we were ordered to march at daylight; but did not get started till about
eight o'clock--marched about four miles, three to the right of the army and
one to the South--towards Atlanta. U'e¢ immediately went on to the front lin
About three o'clock we received the intelligence that the enemy were march-
ing on us. Of course not to be out done in gallantry we advanced to meet
them half way. e had but a short distance to march before we came up with
them, and to work we went. The affair lasted about an hour when the enemy
were beaten and commenced a Precipitate retreat--our boys hot after them.
Rebels were driven in fine style. This was the first fair open field fight
we have had with them since the campaign opened. The forces employed were
about equal, and neither party had the benefit of much woods. VWe fought
in an open field, and at no time were the contending forces more than ten
orfifteen rods apart, and often they came torether. One very large Rebel
attempted to bayonet a little bit of a fellow in To. "“C" bt he "reckoned”
without his best!--the 1ittle fellow shot him dead through the brain.
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Note: Penciled at top of first page.

All things considered our loss was comparatively slight. wWe only
lost five or six killed and forty-four wounded. Maj. Baker was wounded qui-
severly in the hip. Lt. Pullman killed. In my Co. I lost six wounded nine
killed.

Note; Three or four words unreadablec.

Your aff Bro
$».J. Easton







Co. "G" 19th Michigan Infantry
l3miles from Atlanta, Ga.
July 24, 1864

My Dear Sister:

You see we are gradually apgroaching the Rebel City Atlanta. After
the Rebels founr they could not break our lines, they did the only thing
they could do-- retreat. We followed them close. They left on the mern-
ing night of the 22nd inst. and we followed them at daylight. About half
a mile from our old position we came up to their breast works. They were
as strong as any field works I ever saw and could not have been carried
without great loss of life it at all. The army is now in position one and
a half miles from Atlanta. We never built stronger works and are prepared
for the "Rebellion;" let it come in whatever form it chooses. Yesterday
afternoon the Rebels attacked lic Pherson in heavy force, but they were
terribly whipped although our victory cost us the life of the gallant Mc.
It is not known to us yet how he was killed. This is a loss to our arnmy
not easily repaired.

The Rebels have been shelling us ever since we occupied thie position
but they have done but little damage, only one man in our Regiment has been
hit. He belongs to Co. E and was not seriously injured. They do, however,
succeed in getting their shells and solid shot in pretty close, several
have struck just in front of my Co., and they are continually busting over
over and around us.- One solid shot has just now passed about ten feet
to the right of my tent and not more than seven feet high, as the bushes
through which it passed show. The Rebels are very careless in shooting.
They had just as leave hit us as not. I do not know what the program is
to be. It may be that an attempt will be made to carry the enemy's works
by assault, or we may quietly settle down and”shell them" out. I do not
think the campaign will close until the Rebel army is utterly destroyed or
broken up.

I presume that Maj. Baker will be at home before long. I think he
will have no difficulty in processing a“leave of absence", as his wound
is such that he will not be able to do duty in the field again for some
time. I wish I could go home with him but such a thing is impossible now,
I suppose. If I live till the close of the campaign I shall make an effort
to go home for a short time.

Last night the Rebels drove in our skirmishes and we all confidently
expected they would make an attempt to break through our lines; but .they
zave it up after driving on pickets-- in a short time they again returned
to their original posts--the Rebels having fallen back to their works.

If they do choose to give us a call here they will probably meet with a
very warm reception. Our boys are quite anxious for the Rebs to attack us.

The nights here are quite cold, so much so that we always freeze with
one blanket over us. I do not recollect to have suffered so much from the
cold in Michigan in Jnly and Aupgust, as I have down here in Georgia. The
days are warmer--the nights much colder.







My health is quite good, much better than I had reason to expect

it would be three months ago I think I have been about as much fatigue
as any man in the Regiment, Lt. Coblentz is at present with the Regi-

ment although not doing duty. He has tendered his resignation and is
waiting for his papers to come around. They will undoubtedly be accept-
ed. He says thag ge will call and see you when he goes home. He is

"messing"” with me now.

Two or three days ago I received a couple letters from you dated away
back somewhere in the "dark ages". I have not had a late letter from home
in some time. I would like very much to see Grandfather, as I see by your
letter that he is now at our house, Tell Uncle Damon that if he doesn't
write me before long there will be a fuss in the family.

News all dull. I do not have an opportunity of gaining much informa-
tion of interest. Our Regiment joins the 4th Corp. on the right. The
badge of the Corps is an acorn. The Rebels told some of the 4th Corp boys
that they were coming "over to crack some of those acorns!"”. The boys re-
plied that if they did "they would see stars before they got back”. The
“star” is the badge of our Corp (the XX). The Rebels have a horror of the
20th Corp.

Well I must bid {ou "a?ew". as A Wash says. Love to all the family
and kind regards to all my iriends. Remember me particularly to Miss.

Nellie R. also to Miss Mary Bradley, if she is in Coldwater now. I
wgndg{hig she shakes her head as much as she used to when I was acquaint-
ed wi er.

. Kiss father and mother for me, and tell them that they are constantly
in my thoughts; and Imogene, Eddie, Flora, I often think of them.

Write me often, as I presume I do not get more than half your letters.

Your Affectionate Bro.
D.J. Easton







Co. “G" 19th Michigan Inft.
Near Atlanta, Ga.
July 27, 1864

My Dear Sister:

I received your letter of the 18th instant last night. I was very
much fatiqued and tired out with the labors and anxieties of the day, and
you do not know how much good it did me to read it. We had been labor-
ing hard all day and a part of the night before our breast works having
made another advance nearer the enemies works. While we were at work
the Rebels threw a few shells at us, but no one was hurt. fAlusket balls
came whizzing uncomfortably close to our ears, causing the boys to
hallo at the Rebs and tell them that they were mighty poor marksmen.

We completed our works about four o'clock and at six we received notice
that we would be relieved as soon as dark. We moved back about eight
o'clock about three quarters of a mile and are now in reserve. Occa-
sionally now a cannon ball comes whistling over us but that is all we
have to fear from the Rebellion. I think verhaps we shall remain here
two or three days.

I saw one of my old Mc Kinnville friends last night--Mr. Price,
He informed me that he will probably visit Coldwater the coming fall and
he will give you a call. If he should preach while he stays there you
must be sure and go and hear hinm.

I have got my table fixed up and think I will now finish my letter.

I think it would amuse you if you could see us when we were building
it. It is a table made of small poles, with a blanket thrown over them
Fo “take off the rough edges". It is very convenient however for a sold-
ier.

"Well,"” my cook says, that "dinner is ready", and I suppose I shall
have to stop writing and eat. I would invite you to eat dinner with me;
but unfortunately I have only one plate. We shall have for dinner "Hard
tack, beef soup, boiled beef, peaches, and tea. Don't you think that is
living pretty well for us?

) bénne; over, and as the fellow said, "I am too full for utterance",
so 1t is with me. I have eaten such a hearty dinner that I do not much
feel like writing.

We have just received a congratulatory order from Gen. Thomas, con-
gyatulating us on our victory over the Rebels on the 20th. I presume you
will see it in the papers before you receive this.

Perhaps I will write you again before the mail closes. I don't feel much
like writing at present I can assure you.

Regards to all my friends. Particularly remember me to Miss R. I
have seen her name so often in your letters that I began to think I am
oretty well acquainted with her.

Love to all the family
Your Aff Brother
i.J. “acton
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Co "G" 19th Michigan Infantry
1% miles from Atlanta, G.

August 21, 1864
My Dear Sister:

I have not written you, or in fact, any of our folks for several days,
for the reason that our communication has been cut off by the Rebel cavalry
making a pain in our rear and tearing up the railroad. It is now in runn-
ing order again, however, and I take this, my earliest opportunity of writ-

ing.

Since last I wrote you our Corp has remained in status auo. I do not
think we shall make another move to the front till we either go for the
purpose of carrying the Rebel fortification, or perhaps to give them a big
scare. Our-line of works is now only about twenty-five rods from them and
the nature of the ground is such that it is impossible to get any closer
without giving them a decided advantage. We have built works within ten
rods of them but the ground was as good for one side as the other.

Everything around us now looks gloomy and dreary enough. A slow
drizzling rain storm has been "raining all the morning. It makes us all
look as blue as an indigo bag,” and I presume none of us are in the best
of humors. I for one must confess that I am dueced cross entirely “out of
sorts,” and it is barely safe for one of my boys to speak to me. If I
should have the good fortune to get home and you should catch me in one of
these moods, I would advise you, if you have any regard for you personal
safety, do not speak to me. I tell you it is dangerous. I believe I never
wore "round-a-bouts” when at home. I do now. I think you would nearly
kill yourself laughing could yon see me in one. If I go home this fall I
think I must wear one so that you can have a good hearty laugh at my expens:

I received a couple of letters from you last night, and was very glad
to get them. We had been without mail for some time, and letters seemed
like old friends-especially as they came from home.

I came near forgetting to tell you that I have lately received a new
acquisition to my family. It is in the shape of a negro. He was captured
by Gen Ginsant on his last raid into Georgia. He is a fine active and in-
telligent fellow. I do not know but what I shall take him home with me.

In fact I do not know now. In fact I do not know how I can get along with-
out some one to black my boots brush my clothes and do a thousand and one
other little things that constantly have to be attended to here in the army
My other nigger the one I have had for a long time got scart out the other
day when the rebels thru shells into our camp so thick, and ran off. Henry
Laston is a great deal whiter than many of the citizens of Coldwater who
call themselves white.

) Maj. Baker has not yet returned to the Regiment, 1 presume he is still
in Michigan. I have just written him.-







I have got to stop writing and go to dinner. I do not know but what I
shall have something pretty nice. If I know for certain that we shoud,
I would invite you, as it is I will wait till after dinner, and then
if everything is pretty nice I will invite you to eat at the second
table. How will g

hat suit you?

Well, dinner is over and what do you think I had: for fear you can-
not guess I will tell you. To begin with, Tea with milk and sugar boiled

beans, dumplings, Hard Bread and--and that was all. That is what I
call pretty good for a soldier. I am very sorry I cannot be at home to
eat water-mellons with you. I do not know whether there are any down
here or not. I have not seen any if there are any. I do not expect I
shall get any this summer. We are with too large an army and do not
have much of a chance to get "out around”

I would like very much to see Miss Mattie Witten, also her sister
Celia But I do not suppose I should know either of them now. I dare say
Celia has grown to be quite a young lady. I recollect her as a little
girl. She was wearing short dresses the last time I saw her. Well give
them my regards, and tell them I shall be happy to accept their invita-
tion to call on them when I return home. Also remember me to Miss Nellie
R. and Nellie W. and all the rest.

Love to all the family, sand as many kisses for you as you know what
to do with.

Your Aff Brother
D.J. Easton







Co. "G" 19th Michigan Infty.

Turner's Ferry, Tenn. ’f;vﬂ;

August 27, 1863 .. ~<¥477
/.,, - 7

My Dear Sister:

You will see by my heading that we have again changed position.
The entire 20th AC is now on the Chattahoochee River doing duty. We
moved down here from our old position night before last, and are antici-
pating comparatively a quiet time. We have not heard a musket shot from
the enemy for nearly twenty-four hours until this morning. I was given
duty as "Brigade Officer of the day" and about eight o'clock I received

notice that the Rebels were in our front and advancing. The Lt. command-
ing the detail from one of the Regiments reported that he had seen about

an hundred of the "grey backs' and I succeeded in getting a glimps of a
few more. They fired a few rounds, shots, at us, and some of them came
uncomfortably close to our ears.-- The excitment was kept up till about
noon when they opened on us with two pieces of artillery. They made

some splendid shots, but did not have the good fortune to hit any of us.
After firing a few rounds they 'packed up' and left the Yanks to their
fate. Scouts report that they are still hovering around us and we may
have a fight with them before the thing ceases yet. Our skurrying line
was driven in by the Rebels--but rather the line was thrown back to draw
them in, and but few rounds were exchanged with them. We had in the Bri-
gade two men wounded and the Rebels probably lost something more. We kill-
ed two of them and they have been brought into camp. How many wounded

we do not know.

We are now on the south bank of the Chattahoochee. I do not under-
stand how it is that the 20th Corps has got to the rear. Since the
campaign we have always been assigned the posts of danger and honor.

I think perhaps they consider this one for the reason that we are new.

The balance of the army are making some important move, what it is I
hardly know and gerhaps it would not be advisable for me to give an

opinion as this letter is liable to be captured by the enemy. I hope we
shall be allowed to stay here for a month or so in order to recruit up

and get our regorts and accounts settled up, and ever thing in running
order again. uch a campaign as we have had plays the "very Dickens" with
officers responsibilities. Our company desks and papers are now all with
us and I am going to be very busy for the next week or so you may "reckon"
and I do not think I can write you oftener than once a day.

I received to-day a letter from you dated as far back as June 20th,
and was very glad to get it, as it contained so much of Easton news.
Well, I am very glad to get letters from home of any date I can assure you
and if they do happen to be behind the times do not think that I do not
read them. Every word is read and re-read, and then read even again.--

I am having a good time with the tooth ache to-night, and I think if
the Surgeon was here I should have it extracted. Tooth aches are not a
very good thing in this place, and I think this place should be in some
good old Rebels head.

I have got me a good nice bowery house fixed up and am enjoying myself
as well as the state-of-the-weather and the Rebels will permit. I am now
like the Rebels; all I want is to be "let alone."
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I don't want them to distirb my slumbers to-night, by the rattle of
their musketry or the booing of their artillery. If my tecih and I
cet on good termz again I will rick the Rebels.

I heard from wmaj. Baker to-rniight. lie is in the hospital at
Nashville, doing well and says he will return to the Regiment as soon
as the Surgeon will let him. ¥e are all very anxious to seec him.

I have not yet made an applicatior. for a "leave of absence' but
think I chall as soon a< the tiajor gets back and I do not doubt bLet
that it will go throuyh all right.

. Regards to all my friends. Remember me to [lics Bain, iiiss
lHellie . Love to all the family, also grandpa.

Your Aff Bro
).d. laston







Co. "G" 18th Michigan Infty
Atlanta, Ga. Oct. 29, 1864

My Dear Mother:

Your letter announcing the death of my dear father has just been
received. Oh! how I wish I could be with you now to cheer you in your
loneliness and sorrow. I have made three applications for "leave of
absence”" but two of them have been returned disapproved. I have another
one in now, that I have not yet heard from. I have but little faith
however that it will come through approved. It seems that another cam-
paign is soon to be opened, and for that reason I can hardly believe that
it will be approved. I would resign my commission in the army and go
home if I thought there was the least chance for it to go through; but
I do not. UWrite to me, dear mother, and tell me how affairs are in the
family. I am anxious to assist you and my dear fatherless sisters and
brother, not because I consider it my duty but to prove the love I have
for you all.- Oh! dear mother, you and the rest of the family are con-
stantly in my thoughts, there is not an hour during my waking hours that
I do not think of you, and how much you need me there in this our sore
affliction.

I have received but two letters from home for now more than two
months and both these from you, and both bearing sad news. It is almost
impossible to get anything over the road now, and for more than a month
we were cut off from all communication with the outer world and even now
it is not much better. It is almost like running the gauntlet to get
either to or from Chattanocoga. My 2nd Lieutenant was captured yesterday,
and our Quartermaster informs me that engines are run off all along the
line of the road. Rebel bushwhackers are thick all along the road, and
this accounts for my not hearing from home I presume as often as I should
hve done under more favorable circumstances.

We have received orders to send all baggage to the rear; and rumor
says we are to have a fifty day's campaign. I hardly know whether to
believe it or not. Of one thing I am certain, our corps is to leave this
city, and I think we shall leave within the coming week. I have no doubt
but that we shall have a hard campaign, and perhaps a bloody one. But
this cannot be avoided. The Rebels must be driven from their position,
at whatever cost of life. I think we shall be relieved by the Army of
the Tennessee.

Now, dear mother, write me a long letter and tell me your plans for
the future or at least until my term of service expires. Perhaps I shall
then insist upon a change. I do not know that I can make Coldwater my
home but I shall insict upon being with you, and my dear sisters and
brother. If I do not fall in my country's service; I shall spend the
ballance of my life with you and the family.
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I cannot write you much to-night. I wrote you a long letter yester-
day; but do not know that you will receive either of them. Mail is now

so uncertain.

I am on duty as "Officer of the Day" in town, and have been very
busy all day. I am quite tired. I have not set down since early this
morning until I set down to write you this letter. I shall be up all
night.

I have just heard that Major Baker has returned to the Regiment I
have not seen him. I shall call on him as soon as I finish this letter.

Now, dear mother, write me in regard to all the affairs of the
family, I am anxious to know, that I may make calculations accordingly.

Good night, dear mother, and God bless you all.

Your Affectionate Son
D.J. Easton
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Hd Qrs 2 Brig. 3d Div XX A ©
Punysbury, S. Carolina or

Punysburg, S. Carolina
January 23, 1865

My Dear Sister:

I shall have an opportunity of sending a letter to the city to-night,
and so I will scribble away for a short time. An officer in the Navy
is going to the city and has kindly promised to take letters for us.

We received our mail to-day; but I am sorry to say that I did not re-
ceive a letter from home. I do not understand why you and my dear
mother do not write me. I have not heard from home since we started
from Atlanta and you must know that I am very anxious to hear from you.
I do not know but what another joint calamity has befallen the family,
or perhaps that you have left the city of Coldwater and my letters do
not reach you.

I wrote mother a day or two ago. We have not moved since the
date of my last letter. It seems that we are mud bound. At least it
is impossible for us to move on that account. The water here almost
covers the entire surface of the ground. It is now, however, gradually
going down, and soon I expect we shall be able to see old mother earth
again. In the time of the Revolution, the the year 1779-1 think it was-
General Lincoln was stuck also in the mud and water, as we now are, for
a month; and it was the same month. When we occupied this place we
captured an old piece of Artillery, that had been here since the war
between the United States and Great Britan in 1812. It is an old look-
ing piece I can assure you, and bears the mark of weather and wear. It
was posted upon the river bank, probably with the intention of fright-
ening the Yankees should they attempt to come up the river. It does not
much resemble the guns we now have in the service. I do not suppose it
could possibly be discharged.

I have been very busy to-day. Making our returns for the differ-
ent Departments at Washington. One more day's writing will close up my
business for the last quarter and I can assure you I shall be highly plased
when it is completed.

Captain Ford of the 19th came up to us to-day. He has been back at
Nashville with Gen. Thomas. Col. Baker is sick in the hospital at Savannah.
I should not be surprised if he resigned and went home. He has not been
well since he was wounded at least not as tough and hearty as he was be-
fore.

I have not heard from home for so long a time I hardly know, what
questions to ask or who to enquire after. I have no news to write. I
hope you are all well and enjoying yourselves.

My love to mother and all the rest of the family. Virite me often.
You do not know how anxious I am to hear from home.

Your Affectionate Brother
J.J. Laston







Hd Qrs. 8th Brigade 3 Div. 20th A.C.
Punysbury, South Carolina
January 25, 1865

My Dear Mother:

Your letter of the 10th instant was received by me yesterday. 1
was very glad to get it you may be sure. It was the first letter I had
received from home since before the army left Atlanta last fall. I see
by your letter you have written me several in regard to affairs at home,
but I have never received them. It has seemed to me that it was always
impossible to hear from home. I trust now, however, that we may receive
our letters more regular in as much as they have made a start in the new
direction. I understand that an arrangement has been made whereby we are
to receive our mail at least once per week. I can assure you that it re -
joices the heart of the soldiers to know that this is so.

I have nothing new to write you in regard to our position here.
We are in status quo,kept here by the order of King i#ud. I have no idea
of the time when the order will be revoked, and we again ordered to move;
but I think the fine weather we are having now will have a tendency to
bring forth the order to move before many days. I dare say we are all
anxious to be doing something. We have no particular affection for the
low swamp on which we now are camped, and are desirous of leaving it for
a more comfortable place. If the weather continues fair I think the
roads will be in such a condition that we can march within a week.

All the supplies for the entire Corps are received now at this place.
A gun boat patrols the river to keep back all the Rebel Infernal Machines,
Gun Boats etc. that they may have up the river towards Augusta. I think
that our position, poor as it is here, is preferable to that of any other
Brigade in the Corp. The most of the Corp. is at a small place called
Hendersonville, some three miles in our rear, and as they all have to draw
their supplies from this place, and carry them to their respective commands
or forts. I think we have rather the best of the bargain.

I was sorry to hear of Uncle Damon's ill health. I trust that with
the return of gental Spring he may recover his health. Is his family in

Coldwater? I have not heard from them for a long time. Where is Uncle
Calvin and his family now? I think you wrote me a long time ago that he

had gone to the far west to settle on some wild land, or some thing of
the kind. I have almost forgotten what now; it was so long ago.

We are expecting another mail either to-night or to-morrow and I
will not tell you what I think best be done about affairs at home until
I receive some of your letters telling me how matters stand. As I before
said I have heard nothing from you in regard to our affairs there, and do

not know how to write or what to advise. Some of your old letters will
probably come in with the next mail, and then perhaps I shall know what

to advise. I do not know what there is due on the place, wvhether there

has ever been a payment made, hovmuch there is due, or anything about it,
consequently I cannot give my opinion.







HD. Qrs. 24 Brig. 3d viv. 20 AC
Goldsboro, N.C.
April £, 1865

My Dear Mother:

We have just received orders to be ready to move to-morrow morning
at daylight, and also the information that this will be the last oppor-
tunity we shall have to send letters home. I presume we shall again cut
loose from our base. I have not time to write a long letter as the post-
master is now waiting for me. I would like to have seen you this spring
but do not know that it is possible for me to get home.

In your last letter you told me that your law suit comes off some
time in May. I hope that I may be able to get home before the trial

takes place. I wish I knew just how matters stood with you. Have the

kindness to write me in your next letter and give me_as full an account
as possible. How much money you have on hand etc. I have never received

any of the letters you say you have written me in regard to our affairs.

I also wish {ou would tell me who has charge of the suit in question. I
hope you will be successful; but even if you are not I do not think there

is very much danger of our starving or freezing. I will be at home now

in a very short time and trust that I shall be able to make matters all
right. I have not time to write much. It is late. Give my love to all

the children and believe me, dear mother, I am constantly thinking of
you and those under your charge.

I wish you would also ask the lawyer who has charge of our affairs
to write me in regard to them..

The soldiers are greatly excited over the news from Richmond and all
are confident of an early close of the war. I trust the coming summer
may close it. I am well. Col. Baker will probably be at home in a short
time. He has promised to go and see you.

I can write no more. Excuse writing, and believe, my dear mother,

I am as ever
Your Aff Son

D.J. Easton







Hd. Qrs. 2d Brig. 3d Div. 20th A.C.
Raleigh, N. Carolina
April 28, 1865

Dear Mother:

It is probable I shall not have an opportunity to write you again
for two weeks or perhaps longer. We shall probably start for hom on
Sunday, and as we go across the country by the way of Petersburg and
Richmond, we shall be for some time out loose from communications with
those outside the delapidated and God-forsaken confederacy. \le carry
fifteen days rations with us and orders have been issued prohibiting
foragings on the country. We all are confident that peace has been de-
clared but have, as yet no official knowledge of it nor upon what terms
is not known. It is generally believed that the prime movers in the re-
bellion will be dealt with according to the present laws of our country;
but that the rank and file of the army will be fully pardoned. Perhaps
all the military leaders will be pardoned, but certainly not such men as
Jeff Davis and his Rebel congress. If all are pardoned our soldiery will
feel as though they had been terribly abused and that one of the grand
objects for which they have been fighting and pouring out their blood like
water, was not gained and that Prisident Johnson is hardly equal to the
emergency. I trust and hope that the leaders of treason will be punished
as they deserve.

On the morning of the 24th we received the orders to march immediate-
ly, and our high and pleasing thoughts of peace fell with a crash, and we
came to the conclusion that peace was not quite so near at hand as we
supposed. We moved out south-west of Raleigh for about thirteen miles and
went into camp expecting to march again in the morning. But in the morn--
ing we received the intelligence that we would remain in camp for the day--
and here we stayed until this morning when we received the order to re-
turn to Releigh and take position in our old camp.

I have received your letter of the 16th of the present month, and
must say that I am very much surprised that you received no more letters
from me. I always write you as many as three per week when we have an
opportunity to send mail. I trust that after the first of June I shall
have no necessity of writing letters to you. I expect to be home then
and we can converse together without the use of pen and paper.

The weather here is very warm now and on the march the soldiers will
suffer a good deal. The dust will also add to their discomfort, but now
that we know that we are going home we feel almost equal to any task and
willing to suffer any inconvenience and toil.

I do not know where we shall be mustared out of the service but ex-
pect not until we reach our own State--probably at Dowagac, our camp of
rendezvous.

Col Baker has gone to the run sick. He left us at Goldsboro. I do
not know but what he is at home now. I think I wrote you about his leav-
ing us in a former letter.
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I have no news to write. I anxiously looking forward to the time
when I can see you and the rest of the family, and I trust within two
months I shall be at home to stay.

I will write you again the first opportunity:; and let you know more
about us. I expect I shall next write you at Petersburg or Richmond.

Give my love to all the family and tell Imogene, Flora and Eddie I
shall expect to see them all at the window on the first day of June. If
I am not there on that day in person you will certainly hear from me.

I can think of nothing more. Forget your great sorrow, dear mother

in thinking of

Your Aff Son
D.J. Easton
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The two flollowins paragraphs appcared in ean 1295 oublication en-
titled Union Cily on the St. Joe:

D. J. Easton, who is at prz2sent fillinr his twentieth term
as clerk of the common council of Union City, is o pgeitleman who
has the welfare of the city at heart. Ior a cuarter of a century
he has been a guiding snirit In the conduct of its affairs, and
even at great personal sacrifice lias he devoted Jl.is time and
energy to advancing the material intercests of the olace. From
1885 to 1887 inclusive, he was oresident of Jni~n City, rnd no
man has done more than he to keep the wheels of rrovernnent running
smootinly. iur. Zaston was one of the orime movers in the matter of
securing 8 public systemr of water works in our city, and he also
vorked hard for tne establishment of a public electric lishting
plant. As one of our mosl public spirited cilizens he is aver
ready to labor in the effort to make Union City the best town in
southern llichiran.

The Jnion City Repister

In the cdevelonmant and sarorress of a Lown ti.:re is no more
important factor than the local oress, and Ynion City has been
extremely fortunate in tnis respcct. The Union CTity Roprister was
established in 1869, and ever since that dnte 1ts vcckly cdilions
have been issued, givinsg not only a rccord of tne local han»heanlngs,
but reflecting, as well, the moral sentiment of the locnlity.

Hon. David J. raston, the founder and present oublisher, was born
in Castile, M. Y., June 5, 1842, 2nd has been a resident of lkichigan
since 184G, the greater nortion of that time having been nassed in
Branch county. Previous to comine here, kr. Faston nublished the
Sturcis Journal and the Coldwater Reonublican. Trn July, of 1262,
ur, Zaston enlisted in Company ¥, Rinetecnth Lici:igan Tnfantry,

and uoon orcenization he vas cnosen First Lieatenant. He served
until the close of the war and was duly cormissioned as Cantain and
i.ajor, this last title beinr his when mustered out. Since tne

var his career s a public official, and also as one wvho takes a
deep interest in public affairs, has been a prorinent one. Ile was
a mcenber of the staote leirislalure from Franch coanty in 12:80;

has served eipght voars as oostmaster in Unjion Citv; has bceen

chosen to fill numerous township offices; and in the city rovern-
ment has done excellent servicc--apnropriate mention of this

latter beins made elscwaere in tinis volume. Personally, lMajor
Taston is most affable and conurteous, and socially he is deservedly
nooular. Fraternally he is a RBluc Lodpe, Council and Chapter ’
“ason, nnd a member of Corbin Post, G. A. R,
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DUPONT, CHARLLES, Detioit.  Intered servico June 20, 1861, as Corp’l Comp’y K, 4th
InCy. Wounded in servico.  Discharged on account of wounds July 29, 1562, Fast
Lt. 13th Batt., Dee. 11, 1563, Capt., June 11, 1864,  Mustered out July 1, 18C3, and
honorably discharged.

DUrLY, RICIHARD G., Avn Avbor.  Tivst Lt. 4th Int'y, May 16, 161, Capt., Auz, 20,
1861, Kadled inaction at Gaines's Mill, Ya., June 27, 15¢

DURAND, SAMULL M., Mamshadl,  Entered servico Auz. 20, In0l. Sevs't Comp'y B,

Gt Int vy, ——.  Sccond LG, July 20, 18G4, Mustered out \ug, 20, i8G5, ioud Loy
ALV st
DURAND, ClIAS M| —.
month=) Juty o Mustered out Auz 7, 18610 Redntered sevvices Sept
1 L. 1<t Lezbt Mt ——. decond Lt Avg. 12, 166 Muslered o

NG, el

DULNEL, WILLIAM, Lee W LU 25Lh InCy, Auz 150 asa), vty g

| EUATINTYI] B Wby diseld

PUTCHLL, GlokGh N Sawsduck, Fiast Lt 5th Cav., Ao, 1), 1562 L June
L isei Wannded an action at LitUetown, Pa., June 30, 1305, Wonnded ton
¢ Brandy Statien, Vao, Oct. 13, Isui. Honorably discharzed for disa 2

| RIS

DWIGIHT, JAMES A Ypsilanti, Past Lioand Q. M, 20th Inf'y, July

Fele, 5 e andd Jumonabdy diseh
DWIRL., MILTON, Jacks Fatered servico Dec 19, 1562, Ser't Comp'y A\, il

Cav., —.  busl Lt ._.C. M. Nov. Ju, 18G4, Mustered out July 21, 18G), and bhon-
. b el

DYCRMAN, BALNLEY, Paw Paw. Sceond L 3d Cav,, Sept. 7, 1561, Fast L, Jan. 1,
1~ Capl Mav 25, Besizned Oct. 26, 1864, and honorably discharged.

YL LR Nedess Entered serviee Mar, 8, 1862, Scerg'L Comp'v 1, 12th lel'y,
L Necomd L Mar. b lwst Lt,, Dec. 31, 1861 Mustered out el 15,
sen, and hopeaabdy disehe :

DYLE. JUNN W, Junie Lntered serviee Aug, D, 1862, as Com, Sere’t 2ist Inf'y. ast
Leoand Mo M 1ML Mustered out June 8, 1865, and honovably dischm zed.

DYLELE MILO Y. Pulash Entered sevvieo Dee. 24, 1862, Serg't Comp'y 1, 1=t S0 N,
—_— Fast Lt Nz 15, oGk Mustered out July 28, 1863, el honorably dis.
chatged.

DYGELT. RIN S, Detret. Capte Ist Comp’y S, S, 16th InCv, Sept 018l Talen
Prasener in et ot Geltysin Pac daly 2, 1863, Lscapedd Irejomed pezinent
Jan 25, 1525 Mustered out Feb, i, 1365, and hionorably dizcha e

LAGLLE JOSLE AL betoit, Copele Sthe Baly, June 19, 15ul. Resizned Oct 11, 1861,
ated Loneraldy des

LAGLLESON, THOMAS, Bedford, O Entered service Mar, 25, 18620 Hosp't Stew’d Sth
Iy, =—. - st on. S, July 23, 18GE Mustered cul July 28 183, and
honeralsdy Gischi

LCALRL. JOUN 1., RKabwmazoo,  Lutered seivice Dee. 10,1 Lus St Cop'y L, Ist
Lne's and Meel's. First L, Jans 10861 Taken posoner in action near Mmfrees.
Lo, Tenn, Dee, 15, 1560 Exchanzed —. sed May 15, 1865,

EARL, LEWIS W, Toma. Chap. 215t Inf'y, Maw. 28, 18 Mustered out Junc 8, 1863,
and honorably dischanged.

EARL. JUMN, lLansville. Fist LU 23d Tofy, Aug. 1,18 Died of dlscase Oct. 13,
1562,

ECARLE, EDWARD S., Grand Rapids. First L and Adjt. 34 Infy, May 13, 1861,
Capet. and Com. Subs. U. S, Yol's, Scpt. 9, 1861, Tlonorably dischaiged Ap'l 1, 186

EARLE, FRANCIS S., Giand Rapids. TFirst Lt and Adit i
L, N S., i 3 5. ;4 Cdth Infy N 0, 186
Wounded e action at Gaines' Mill, Va., June . ya:. _.“.v.k.,.:.,_.. 7”..:. m._c. “NM_.

;wu_:_,__._,““._,, V- G U8, Vol's, Sept. 10, 1862, Resigned May 13, 1504, sl honorably

LARLIE, JAMES, Maratiion.  Entered service Aus, 20, 1861, Sc:'t Comp'y I, 1-t Cay.,

—=- Secend LU, Oct. 25, 1864, Fiest Lt, Maw. 7, 1565, Lesigned July 1o 1565
anl honaralty discharged. T '

EASEMAN, ANTHONY, Bay City. Entered seiviee e, 1. 1800, Szt Comp'y A, Mth

Tty — =0 Secend L, Feb 1o, 1565, Mustered wul Juiy s, 18G5, and honorably
(RN TR ST

ANTABROOR AN Alvzan, Dutered setvice Nov, 25 Isud sozt ) C. Ist

ozl Mt ——. cond L, Dees In0 1868 Mustered out June

LANTLAND, EDWALD ', Kalamaz
LR UL ar
cat e 250 I, laad lonotily disclia g,

EASTMAN HENRY, Avn Atbors Ass'LSurg. 1st Cave, Dee, o
- 2 viabny disclhinged,

LASNTMAN, ARTIHUR W, Mount Ciemens. Fist Lt Sth Cay L Noa
oachen el D, 13650 Hokorabiy dischiarged for disavnity | 1o

FASTON, DAVID O Stngs, FPost Lt 2h Iy, Jalv 2, 1802
Wonnded it . Maj, June I3 Isuh Mo
Yoo bsnd, and honorably dischanged.

LATON, 1061 ¢ Monroe Second Lt 1t Inf v, Maw. 1, 1y
srabiy discliaged.

EANTOND WILLALD G, Otsegzo. Fuast Ly 13th InCy, Oct. 3, 1sad vapt, Qet 20,
ez May o May 2o, Id6d, Col, Pebe 2818650 Kidled i actaon ot Bentonvidle, N.
(R Y ICCR SO B YPY

EATON OsMUL Otsezo. Second LU 1st Enz's and Meck's, Jar. 1 IscE Muslered
cet o 2o o, and honovably dischiavged.

LATOUN, ALONZO, Deliait 3 szt Compy E, 24
st L, June 15461, > r I'eterstonz, CAug. 10, 1864,
P Mo, =, 1565 Mustered o ol

ATON CHALRLES W
| PR Sevond LU, Jan. 1, 180 Fast L, to date faom da 3 capt., Aug.
I Mustered oul June 8, I8, ol honorably dise b 2aed,

::.C./.._E..../._h./...:_..::‘_u:—,:iZ...;....../f..;.._..._.,..;.l.....“,.:—_.—.vu..n.._ﬁ:..
e Sevomnd LU, Aug 1,180 Past L, Qe 7, I8 Deseznea Mar.
tad i Ly discitged,

EERILARD, JOIN ', Bun Oak. Tl dosenvaee A 2 Cas SeEt Comp'y K,
-

Tih Inf v, DPu-t L, ApTL 1S, Iatled i actionat \a 4 M, Neptl 17, 1S
VO THOMAN A, Lowelll Hotered serviee Juiv 30 vl e Seret Comp'y A, Gy
Secomd L, June 10, Iscic Kidied maction at Mewdew hascaee, Vao, May 12,

LRWIN, Cambaaa rsetvwee Septs 1, s tcomp'y i, A0 Cav,,
1Lt M sizied Nonc 1IN0l smorably discharged.

o Uhint Eotered serviee Jduly 6, 186 Sepz't Comp'y AL Sth Inly,
somd LU, Jan. 1, 1863 Tast L, Ap'l 15, 1803 Mustered out Sept.
Psud,and honorably dischanged.

iy, FRANKR L Flint.  Sccond Li 16th Infy, Auc 9. 156l Wounded i action at
wies” Ml Va, June 27, 1562, Fust LU, Nov, Capt, Aug. 11, 18 Lt
2oth Jor'y, July 200 1868 Mustered out Sept. L hionerabiy dischaeed.







EARLY MARRIAGES OF BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN

both of California Twp. #4310.

DYGERT, THEODORE A.. 21. b Scott, Stcuben Co., IN, of York. Stecuben Co., IN, farmer, m Delorra (Celoma) C. Bennett,
16, b York, Stcuben Co., IN, of York, Stcuben Co., IN, on 4 Jul 1870, at Kinderhook Twp., by Enos Michacel (JP),
witnessed by Harvey Dygert of Scott, Steuben Co., IN, and Barbara Michael of Kinderhook Twp. #4485.

EAGLE. FRANCIS A.. 25, b Wayne Co., Ohio, of Bronson, patent roofer, m Matilda Bryant (Brow), 29, b Crawford Co.,
Ohio, of Bronson, on 20 Nov 1874, at Bronson, by M. Morrell (JP), witnessed by William Bryant and Aaron Barnam, both
of Bronson. Nee: Brow #5683.

EARL. FRANK L.. 20, b Bronson, of Bronson, farmer, m Mina Smith, 22, b Jonesville, M1, of Bronson, on 23 Dec 1874,
at Bronson, by Edward A. Gay (Clergy), witnessed by Frank E. Roberts and Edna Smith, both of Bronson. #5667.
EARL. GEORGE T., 27. of Jamestown Twp., Steuben Co., IN, m Laura C. Merry, 22, of Pleasant Twp., Steuben Co.,.IN, on
5 Oct 1862, at California Twp., by James Paul (JP), witnessed by D.W. Melendy and Elzira Paul. #2492.

EARL. JAMES C.. 24, b Monroe Co., NY, of Bronson, farming, m Eunice A. Wood, 17, b Norwalk, Ohio, of Bronson, on
22 Feb 1870, at Bronson, by John R. Bonncy (MG), witnessed by W.H. Wieand of Farmington, Ml and Eilla E. Brown of
Gilead Twp. #4327.

EARL. WILLIAM WALLES, 26. b Huron Co., Ohio, of Bronson, saloon keeper, m Mary E. Milliman, 24, b Bronson, of
Bronson, on 25 Dcc 1870, at Bronson, by Edward A. Guy (Bapt. Clergyman), witnessed by Geo. W. Guy of Mishawaka, IN
and Nancy E. Guy of Mishawaka. #4639.

EASTERLY, OZEM M.(ORIN M.). 28, of Fredonia, Calhoun Co., MI, m Melvina R. Graves, 20, of Newton, Calhoun Co.,
MI, on 4 Jul 1853, at Coldwater, by James Summerville (Min.), witnessed by W.H. Gleason and Eliza M. Gleason. #1094,
EASTMAN, JEFFERSON W., 25, of Coldwater, m Janc Wood, 19, of Coldwater, on 12 Nov 1865, at Coldwater, by John R.
Bonney (MG). witnesscd by Allen Andrews and Charle Noyes. #3079.

EASTON, DAVID J.. 28, b Castile, NY, of Union City, editor, m E. Dclla Stowe, 21, b Fairficld, Ohio, of Coldwater, on 17
Nov 1869, at Coldwater, by N. Pierce (Pastor Baptist Ch. Coldwater), witnessed by G.E. Stowe and Bee Wendcll, both of
Coldwater. #4246.

EATON, EUGENE F.. 22, b Ashtabula, Ohio, of Bethel Twp., farming, m Ellen F. Mills, 20, b Cass Co., MI, of Bethel
Twp.. on 19 Aug 1874, at Bethel Twp., by John R. Bonney (MG), witnessed by Julia A. Mills of Bethel Twp., and M.A.
Bonney of Bronson. #5527.

EATON, FRANCIS H.. 25, b Rome, Lenawee Co., MI, of Coldwater, farmer, m Rilla Gallap, 19, b Bethel Twp., of Bethel
Twp.. on 13 Aug 1871, at Bethel Twp., by E.G. Rosecrantz (MG), witnessed by Ettie Gallap of Bethel Twp., and Leroy E.
Rockwood of Ovid Twp. #4728. :

EATON, JOHN. 20, of Bethcl Twp., m Mary Jolcs, 18, of Bethel Twp., on 25 Dec 1859, at Coldwater, by David B. Dennis
(JP). witnessed by William Joles and Silas Wiswell. #2008.

EATON, WILLIAM L.. 26. b Lake Co., IL, of Ypsilanti, Washtenaw Co., MI, clerk, m Imogenc R. Easton, 23, of Union
City, on 3 Sep 1871, at Union City, by Rev. William Pack (MG Centcrville, St. Joseph Co., MI), witnessed by D.J. Easton
of Union City and ____ Eaton of Coldwater. #4784,

EAYES, ANDREW J., 26, of Pleasant Twp., IN, m Janc M. (Mariah) Wood, 14, of the samc placc, on 29 Aug 1842, at
Kinderhook Twp., by Oliver D. Colvin (JP), witnesscd by Miranda Colvin and Mary Eslow. #253.

EBERHARD, HENRY. 23, b Matteson Twp., of Matteson Twp., farmer, m Sarah Teller, 18, b Ulster Co., NY, of Bronson,
on 24 Feb 1870, at Coldwater, by Elias Cooley Jr. (MG). witnessed by H.L. Sarrall of Coldwater and J.H. Perkins of
Chicago. #4382.

EBERSQLD. CHARLES. 30, b Bethcleum, Ohio, of Kansas City, MO, mcrchant & mechanic, m Adelia Rood, 22, b Madison
Co.. NY, of Holmesville, NY, on 7 Mar 1871, at Quincy, by E.M. Ney (MG), witnessed by Marin Spaulding and Mary
Chittenden, both of Quincy. #4665.

EBERT. ISAAC, 20, of Jackson Twp., Stcuben Co., IN, m Lorena A. Collins, 16, of the same place, on 1 Sep 1861, at
Kinderhook Twp., by George Terry (MG). witnessed by P.A. Gorman and S.J. Gorman. #3214.

ECHTINAW, ANDREW , sce (KETCHUM., ANDREW) , Echtinaw probably correct.

ECHTINAW, EPHRIAM. 26, b Mahoning Co., Ohio, of Branch County, farmer, m Mary A. Spencer, 21, b Orlcans Co., NY,
of Branch County, on 6 Dec 1869, at Ovid Twp., by Levi Wilson (JP), witnessed by David Wilson and George Danicls, both
of Ovid Twp. #4070.

ECHTINAW, JOHN. 25, of Ovid Twp., m Esther Maria Morgan, 20, of Ovid Twp., on 5 Feb 1862, at Coldwater, by Hiram
Scofield (MG). witncssed by Sibbel Bushnell and Cordclia E. Scolicld. #2327,

ECHTINAW, SAMUEL. 21, b Ohio, of Branch County, farmer, m Ida Hunter, 17, b MI, of Branch Co., on 13 Jul 1872, at
Ovid Twp.. by Levi Wilson (JP). witnessed by Olive Wilson and Mclissa Zeluff, both of Branch County. #4990.
ECKERT. ABRAHAM. 23. b PA, of Stcuben Co., IN, farmer, m Julia Leland, 18, b IN, of Stcuben Co.. IN, on 4 Nov 1874, at
California Twp., by James Paul (JP), witnessed by Sarah M. Paul and Cynthia Meclendy, both of Branch County. #5750.
ECKRIGHT, JOHN. 50. of Orland, IN, m Nancy Morrell (Morrill), 29, of Orland, IN, on 17 Mar 1856, at Bronson, by
Ransom Compton (JP). witnessed by Wilson Payne and William Compton. #1449,

EDDY, GEORGE W.. 20, of Liberty, IN, m Thirmutis Gill, 17, of Marshall Co.. IN, on 23 Jan 1864, at City of Coldwater,

by Joseph Jennings (Min.), witnessed by Israel Cogshall and Elvina Jennings. #2797.

EDDY, HENRY C.. 26. of Fabins, St. Joseph Co.. MI. m Delia A. Parsons, 27, of the same place, on 24 Jan 1867, at
Bronson, by Darius Monroe (JP). witnessed by Adna H. Smith and John Haight. #3473,
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Mary H. 1854

BEckert, Armond B. 1915
flickert, Harriett M. 1917
fickert, Loa B. 1882
Fgckert, Maude 1884

Alice C. 1853
Annis M. 1840
Catherine 1840
Cora 1861
3 John R. 1835
F8dens, Evard I. 1895
FRdens, Mae M. 1878
iiBdens, Marie B, 1897

fEdmonds, Carrie Watkins 1856
#ldwards, Donald 1901
ildwards, Donald L. Jr. 1958

idwards, Donald L. Sr. 1925
Bdwards, Ella F. 1869
Bdwards, Gertrude 1906
dwards, Harry L. 1861
fdwards, Homer L. 1895

1906
s, :Maude C. 1884 1961
5, 20liver
ks’:Villiam
:Clara A. 1861 1925
fboon, Samuel L. 14FE1859
unn, Vo. Edwin(s/S.L. & R.L.) 25SE1854
' Anna L. 14J1L1837 O1DE1905
! David 08NO1833 13SE1894
ager, Mary L. 1928
pRager,;: Owen J. 1917
rl, :Chester H. 1908 1975
arl, Emma F. 1899 1973
arnfield, Charles S. 1847 1936
arnfield, Mary C. 1856 1925
ston, Alton A. 1870 1876
ston, Clinton M. 1872 1872
gton,: Capt. David J. ‘o= 1842 1901
ston, Della S. 1847 1921
ston, Stephen L. 1825 1905
arhard, Ann(Mrs. George) 1850 17FE1892
= B, 6 1890 1982
Edith L. 1893
Frances 1893 1938
George Jr. 080C1950
George F. 1847 1934
Hattie(Mrs. George) 1877
Jennie 1867 1947
McDonald 1862 1940
Ora 1882 1948
Rosy May 1876 1881
) » Sarah E. 1860 1915
erhard, Vance A. Sr. 02JU1892 04AU1965

B erhardt, Floyd A.(s/Mr. & Mrs. M.D.) 14DE1885 28DE1885
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A ‘Brf
h n Iust Passe Away

t |sincere regret

.. 1t i3 with @ feoling
lhat ‘nk - Counrtkr ig called upon to
Maojor D. J.

hronjclo thé demiso. oj
Eastop, thus seciering. fies that huve
bounci the wn'cr and deceaso'l for nearly
half & century.

-:Msjor Easton begaun. leurrmg the “art
preservative”™ undor tho tutclnqo of W.
G. M}oro now of Tnek COLMI‘ r, in the
Guzette oflice b'xck ic tha rifties, snd

contigued in the employ of the Gazette.
" |'several

eurs, then went to Sturgie
where he'laaeed tho Journul intyisrinor-
ship énth R. C. Sawdoy.| Tho partper-
ship did not continuo lone,. Mr. Sawdey
rotmng and roturning to this city.

Soon after the great war betwoeen the
North .and. tho South broks out, and

July 28, 1562, Iiaslon changod his occu-

pation {row publistier to soldier, enlist
ing at Sturgis in tLe Nincteenth Michi-
gan Infdantry that rc-nde).woueed at Do.
wuginc. Ho was. \\nh 'that reglmont
throughout the war »rd waes mustered
out ue Captain, June 10,.1865. He .was
succeseively promoted from IMirst Lieu
tepant to Cuptain and then Major, and
was wounded in action June 13, 1564, at
Golgothg, Ga.
Upon his" diecharge Mas).
turoed to Coldwator un% Aug. 23, 1806,
iesued the first number bf tho Coldwa-
ter Republican, which was consoliduted
‘with The CouriFr in March, 1897, and
is still pubhahod under the nemo of Tne
CotriErt axD Krrcnticeax.” Io 1867 he
sold bis-interest in tho ’fmper and was
appointed U. S. Internul Ilevenue Col-
lector. Upon the ¢xpiration of bis term
of oflice he werit to Union City, where
ho established tue Urnion City Register
Avg. 20, 1S5, which he continued to

D. (. EASTUN .|

Soldicr and|a Veteran JouJ"

Ioaston re-

g Ry = éh m
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'RURAL DELIVERY BOXES.

E_'f?drt to be Made to Secure a Unifor
.Pattern on all Routes.

Wasjnxaiox, Aug. 23, 1901

Lprror (_‘oum):n: ' ‘
(Compluivts huve como from all pur
of the country over the rules and reg
lations which the department bus fu
nished goverving boxes to be used «

rural froe delivery routee.
Iiver since the unususally large exte

‘| sions under ,the hppropriation for t!

last fiscal year, the departmenthas fac:
a problem in the rural free delivery bo
es. Jt hae bheen accused of enforcii
unusual, rigid and uonecessary rules
relation to the Loses, and the -most r
cent claim mude in some of the rur
districte is thut tho toxes authorized |
the departmont ure too expensive.
Some of tho rurul froo delivery car
ore huve complained thut the latituc
which hae beec given by the departme)
in pormitting the patroce of differe:

routes to select from u number of diffo
y ' ] LN [
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of oflico ho wont-to U nion City, whoro
ho established tae Umun Cuy Registoer
Avg. 20, 1819, -which ho continued to
publisb up to tho titno of his death..

During Msj. laston’s residenco in Un-
ion City be bus filled mt\ny positions of
‘bonor and tmst He was city clork sov.

v pvu tu\- SO PIIOLIVL UL M e e

‘|’eral terms, and .wne polatmnetor under

the a&mmetrahons of Preeidents Gur-
field acd Harrison. In 1880 ho was lolect
ed a member of the etatu legislature on
the Républ'lcan ticwet, filling tho duties
ot hat poemon one|term with credit o
self and the conehtu’onte be repre-
eented ' : .
For - some time past he has been ip
poor heslth and unuble to do wuch, but
be kept up good-spirite, und was always
:the same genial, kindly j'Dems" that he
-was when first we occupied the same
| “alley™ io the Gezotte oflice yerts ago.

Mrj. liaston’ wae onolot the bravest
of soldiers, apparently baviog no knowl-
edge of such a thiog as fear slways cool
and collected in the thu.kest of the ve

rious tighte he engaged ip, he was an

(| icepiration to every soldier in his com-

paoy aod regiment, ootering.a battle A8
‘calmly and fearlessly as though

uhout to muke a sociul call.

His genial emile, his besrty handebake
his quiet, unassummg waye, will be
miesed in the village that has known
him so loog. Always courtrous as @
journalist, Upon suﬂicuent provocation he
could write exceedingly eurcasuc articles,
‘but bo seldom oogaged .m this kind of
journalism. A kind huabaod and father.
a most excellent ‘neigh bor. a valued citi-
zep, Upion City and 'Branch county
could 1lly afford to epsre bim.- Ap up-.
right man, he “did rlght ae God gave
him to see the right.” !

d Ma;or Easton ‘wae married \ov 17,
1869, to Miss E. Della Stowe, who sur-

vives Jrim, together with tive children.
His fuperal will be attended at his home

‘| under tbe ayepices of the G.A.R.

0 A. R. Special Train Excursion to

Lol NP PRpSNN |

inconvenionce to theni.

e were ,

in Unpion City at 10-0’clock this morning

Ve w sea W W e g e — -

which hane beon given by the departmo:
in pormitling tho patroce of differw
routes to select from u number of difle
ent stylos of boxes Las roaultod in gro
‘The carric
euy that four or tive dilTeront stylos
locks make it necessary for thom to cu
ry a large bupch of. keys and to~ wac
tiwo in the selection of the right key
apply to the boxes us thoy- pass alo
their routes. 1'hey have been placed
different eclevations by the roadsic
gorde open from underndath; sowe ¢
top und others at “the ends or sid:
Some of the b xes can bo opened by ti
currier,from hie seat in ‘his vebicls,wh
with others it i8” Liceeeury for hnu
alight. . d

I'ne p"ioblem fucing the free delive
divigion ot the depurtment ise furtb
complicuted by-the fact thaut a lar
pumbor of newsepapers bave ‘given box
to their patrooe, us subscription - preu
ums. Therules ¢f the depurtment for
time forbid tbeir use, sod this plac
the publication.a in question in the lig
of ucting 10 bad fuith toward their pi
rons. - AD Orcer wis iesued ‘permitti
the uss of these premium boxes. .

When tho claih was mude thatt
boxes which were prescribed for ueo
the departmecunt wern too r¥pensi
different designe were selected, rangi
in price from S126 to £12, sod the p
mission was given for their use, the or
reservation being that the boxes ob a
ono route should bo of uniform desi
Complaint arose over this ' regulatic
and finally the department ruled ti
boxes of any one of the twelve deang
approved ‘by the department might
ueed indiscriminately on all routes,

1o spite of the changes and conc
sions, complaidte continue to pour i
the department over the boxes in u
Juset in proportion as the rural free !
livery routes are extonded do these co
piainte incredee in number.

Post oftice cfliciale now say that the m
ter will.pot be finally eettled unless th

IB nctnon by congrese. At the next e
v B IS RN ) O BRI} BPNEEY RO |
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They Work While You Sleep.

While your mind ahd body rest Ca:
! a . Bl | .. | carets Candy -Cathartic repdir you
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:his I)lllh for thc futurp l)utith best

wishes of all will attend him in his

’,-.rnel "wlcl of labor. .

Audntmg Accounts at nght
, In mam a business office  there !
n;or D. J. Easton died gt his transacted a business‘at night c
L l'day whicll; none of t}\c employees a1

. wome Eller rept, [Fu Bes 9
arornin ,| of hcwl “nse'\«e | For aware. It is the udmnf' of book
’ tp hi ff 1 b - Of .course in th maJorlty of suc
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